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news

by MARiA LAUREAno

Q: Do you Feel SAFe wAlking ArounD tHe univerSity?

Mekala wickramasinghe 
Fourth year, business 
administration 
"Daytime, yes.  nighttime, only 
areas with cameras or if i am 
with a group or SafeWalk."

Sam engelking 
owner, Casa Burrito 
"i've never heard any is-
sues so i feel safe ... i think 
the UW campus is safe."

Sheilana de la Cruz 
Fourth year, sociology 
and psychology 
"yes, why not ... with a 
bunch of people ... i'm 
here everyday."

Marika Prokash 
Fifth year, english 
"For the most part, but it 
would be nice to see the 
area more populated."

roger gaudry 
reception/security, CBC 
Manitoba 
"yes, i think security is 
pretty good around the 
university and CbC."

randy Adams 
merchant, Jojo's emporium 
(vancouver island) 
"From the newspaper it's not 
safe to walk around Winnipeg, 
but we've been here before 
and have not been troubled."

looking For liStingS? 
campus & community listings and  

volunteer opportunities  page 6
music  page 12, Film  page 18
galleries, theatre,  

dance and comedy  page 17
literature  page 18

CaITlIN laIrd
BeaT reporTer

Following a string of violent inci-
dents linked to gang activity – such 
as the summer's grisly wedding re-
ception shooting and the more re-
cent occurrence in Wolseley where 
a man was set on fire – pressure 
has been mounting on officials to 
respond in some way to the issue 
of Winnipeg’s gang problem and 
youth-related crime.

In response, justice minister 
Dave Chomiak has announced a 
one-year pilot project called "Gang 
Awareness for Parents." This ap-
proach has left some questioning 
whether this initiative and others 
like it are merely a Band-Aid ap-
proach to a deeper problem, like 
economic disadvantage.

“Increased policing is useless un-
less you address the underlying eco-
nomic issues at the local level. Our 
state spends money on more po-
lice and new prisons which employ 
the middle classes. The sole biggest 
predictor for crime reduction (in-
cluding gang involvement amongst 
youth) is economic prosperity. 
More police and more prisons 
does not create economic prosper-
ity,” Kristen Kramer, University of 
Winnipeg sociology professor, said 
via email.

University of Winnipeg science 
student Emil, who did not wish to 
reveal his last name, was attacked 
by an armed 19-year-old male mere 
blocks from campus. Emil and his 
friend Derek were walking to meet 
friends at around 9:30 three Fridays 
ago, when Emil was hit in the head 
with an aluminum bat.

Shocked and disoriented, Emil 

turned around to find the youth 
repeatedly hitting his unconscious 
friend with the bat. The youth was 
also armed with a machete. Emil 
said he believed their attacker had 
the intention of killing his friend.

Emil and Derek escaped to 
a friend's apartment after Emil 
rushed their attacker and exchanged 
heated words. Emil returned to the 

street with another individual to 
watch for the attacker and again 
they were jumped by the same in-
dividual and another youth, armed 
with knives.

“People on campus need to be 
aware of how dangerous it is around 
here. You never think it will happen 
to you until it does,” he said.

Emil believes one of the factors 
in youth crime is the media's glam-
orization of a so-called “gangster 
lifestyle” and gratuitous violence.

“The guy who jumped us seemed 
to be trying to live up to that life-
style, in the way he was dressed 
and the things that he said. He also 
didn’t try to take anything from us. 
He attacked us for fun.”

Emil and Derek's attacker was 

arrested three weeks after the in-
cident, but the other one remains 
free.

Kim, who wishes to keep her last 
name private, has lived in Wolseley 
for eight years and was frightened 
when the fire incident made the 
news. She thinks that a paren-
tal awareness-based gang strategy 
"sounds like a lot of talk."

"If you have parents who don't 
care it won't make much of a dif-
ference ... I definitely don't walk 
around here late at night," she 
said.

Emil believes that tougher conse-
quences for repeat offenders would 
help deter youth crime.

"the guy who 
jumped us ... didn’t 
try to take anything 
from us. he attacked 
us for fun.” 
- eMiL

The government's "Gang awareness for Parents" program may only be a Band-aid solution to a larger problem, critics say.

Cin
Dy TiTUS

Senseless violence continues
can new strategy make a difference?
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winnipeggers  
may have an 
inferiority complex, 
but there are 
benefits to this city

CaITlIN larId
BeaT reporTer

From tongue-in-cheek Simpsons ref-
erences to The Weakerthans' iconic 
proclamation, “I hate Winnipeg,” 
at times it feels as though the joke 
is perpetually on the residents of 
this city. Add this to the fact that 
Winnipeggers aren’t exactly quick 
to rush to the defence of the sup-
posed “one great city.” Residents 
seem to have developed something 
of an inferiority complex for a place 
that is more akin to a prairie town 
than a bustling metropolis.

But this collective sense of 
shame may be misplaced, espe-
cially when the city is compared 
to rapid-growth cities like Calgary 
and Toronto.

“Winnipeg, as a slow-growth city, 
compared to places like Calgary, 
has weathered the recession well 
because we don’t have a boom 
economy, based on one profitable 
resource,” University of Winnipeg 
politics professor Christopher Leo 
said.

Leo suggested that Winnipeggers 
suffer from a collective inferior-
ity complex on his blog in a post 

that examined our feverish desire to 
score an IKEA outlet.

“Winnipeg may in fact be one of 
the least hard-hit areas in the world 
when it comes to the recession," he 
wrote. "So slow growth isn’t a nega-
tive thing, it’s all in how it is man-
aged by policy makers.”

Former director of provincial 
planning Jacqueline East agrees 
with Leo that understanding the 
benefits of slow growth will help 
the city embrace its identity and 
stop trying to emulate other cities.

“We are sort of desperate to 
pull forms from other places and 
impose them on Winnipeg," said 
East. "With rapid-growth cities, 

the problem now is the economy. 
When infrastructure is scrambling 
to accommodate new communities 
it can be hard to manage.”

She also cautioned against the 
boom envy Winnipeggers feel while 
looking at places like Alberta.

“When growth is slow, changes 
are incremental, whereas a big 
boom can also mean a big crash,” 
she said.

While slow growth presents its 
own set of challenges, East said it 
allows time for planning.

“We need to understand growth 
and development in a Winnipeg 
context and not always look to 
what is happening in places like 

Toronto and attempt to duplicate 
it. Winnipeg is very unique. There’s 
definitely a positivity and beauty 
that comes out of it. Many cities 
in Europe face similar slow-growth 
issues and there is a sense there of 
embracing it.”

U of W arts student Ashley 
Gentes has lived in Winnipeg her 
whole life. She said that while she 
definitely thinks there is an un-
derlying sense of resistance among 
Winnipeggers when it comes to 
celebrating their home town, she 
wouldn’t trade it for big-city life.

“People always say how much it 
sucks here, but it’s also home.”

one great city after all

MynD members can 
now vote directly 
for their preferred 
candidate

eThaN CaBel
BeaT reporTer

The youth faction of the Manitoba 
New Democratic Party is mak-
ing headlines over a decision that 
has changed the group's delegate 
selection process for the Oct. 16 
convention.

Initial party rules outlined that 
the selection of the Manitoba 
Young New Democrats (MYND) 
delegates would be similar to that 
seen at the riding level – a meet-
ing where riding members vote for 
delegates to represent them at the 
convention. The party recently cir-
cumvented those rules. MYND 
members will now vote for the 
candidate of their choosing (Greg 
Selinger or Steve Ashton), with del-
egates being divided proportionally 
based on that vote.

A meeting was held for Winnipeg 
members to vote for candidates 
this past Tuesday, Oct. 6, in the 
University of Winnipeg Bulman 
Centre, while rural members cast 
mail-in ballots.

"I think many people would 
like to change the selection pro-
cess overall," said Sarah Zaharia, 
MYND co-ordinator for Greg 
Selinger's campaign. "Because the 
MYND is an affiliate of the party 

[unlike a riding association] ... we 
were able to change the process for 
the better."

MYND comprises any mem-
ber of the party between 14 and 25. 
As such, the membership is spread 
across the province and makes a 
province-wide selection meeting 
unlikely.

"The system works fine in smaller 
constituencies," said Emily Clark, 
co-chair of MYND. "I believe the 
decision was made to make it less 
confusing ... they did not want to 
disenfranchise any young voters."

At the start of the campaign, 
there could have been up to 400 
delegate hopefuls on a mail-in bal-

lot. With the changes, each mem-
ber voted for either Selinger or 
Ashton, decreasing the likelihood 
of confusion and spoiled ballots, 
said Clark.

MYND receives one delegate per 
10 members. With over 1,000 mem-
bers, MYND will be represented by 

107 delegates at the convention.
Additionally, MYND members 

can run as delegates at the riding 
level, increasing youth representa-
tion in a convention with 2,000 
delegates. With an upsurge of over 
800 new MYND members, the 
group is confident they can make 
a difference.

"In general I think the youth 
wing brings a lot of life to the 
party, particularly during election," 
said Devin Johnston, a member of 
MYND. "Obviously we are only 
one segment of a large party, but if 
the race is close we have the oppor-
tunity to play a very crucial role."

The MYND has been advocat-
ing for increased access to post-sec-
ondary education, greener policy 
initiatives and the creation of a 
minister to liaise with the youth of 
the party.

"obviously we are 
only one segment of 
a large party, but if 
the race is close we 
have the opportunity 
to play a very 
crucial role." 
– Devin JOhnSTOn, MynD MeMBer

MynD co-chair emily clark thinks the new voting system will make it less confusing for 
young new Democrats.

Cin
Dy TiTUS

new deal for young new Democrats

rCMP StePPing uP SeAt 
Belt enForCeMent
During the month of October, Manitoba 
royal canadian Mounted Police will be 
setting up check stops throughout the 
province in an effort to crack down 
on motorists not wearing seatbelts 
and not using child restraints. rcMP 
will be especially present during the 
weekend of Oct. 9 to 12.

check stops will include traffic 
units from detachments across the 
province.

“Our aim is to remind the driving 
public not only that wearing a 
seat belt and using child restraints 
reduce serious injury and death, 
but also that it’s the law,” said 
assistant commissioner Bill robinson, 
commanding officer, rcMP “D” 
Division.

CHurCHeS BAn HAnDSHAkeS
To stop the spread of the h1n1 virus 
and help curb fears, catholic churches 
have been advised by the catholic 
archdiocese to take preventative 
measures during church services. 
instead of shaking hands during 
the rite of Peace, church goers are 
encouraged to give a simple "bow of 
the head."

a spokesperson from the 
archdiocese office of winnipeg said 
the changes would only be in place 
during the beginning of the cold 
and flu season. Dr. Joel Kettner from 
Manitoba health said the changes were 
voluntary and were not recommended 
by Manitoba health.

Doer to AttenD gloBAl 
CliMAte SuMMit
Premiere Gary Doer is attending a 
global climate change summit in Los 
angeles, co-hosted by Gov. arnold 
Schwarzenegger and new york Gov. 
David Paterson, among others. Doer 
will be involved in panel discussions 
on national and regional co-operation 
featuring nancy Sutley, chair of the 
white house council on environmental 
Quality.

Doer, along with regional leaders 
from all over the world, will be there 
to promote regional government 
action on climate change.

“we must continue to work together 
to shape global policy as we prepare 
for the international agreement 
that we hope will be completed in 
copenhagen later this year,” Doer 
said.

MAnitoBA PoPulAtion growtH 
BeSt in neArly 40 yeArS
Manitoba has experienced its best 
growth rate in 38 years, growing by 
nearly 16,000 people during the past 
12 months. The driving force behind 
the population boom is people coming 
from other provinces and countries. 
Statistics canada reported Manitoba’s 
population grew at a rate of 1.32 per 
cent, which is much higher than the 
national average of 1.24 per cent.

The Provincial nominee Program 
was responsible for much of the 
recent growth. Three-quarters of the 
13,000 individuals who came Manitoba 
during the last 12 months were 
nominees of the program.

welCoMe PlACe getS 
A new HoMe
The city of winnipeg, the government 
of Manitoba and the federal 
governments are putting up $4.4 
million for the construction of a 
new 25,000-square-foot apartment 
complex for welcome Place. The 
agency provides newly arrived 
refugees with temporary housing 
until they are settled. The complex 
is currently under construction. 
residents will be able to move in 
spring 2010.

“The Government of canada is 
working to provide canadians a hand 
up so they can one day join in the 
canadian dream and own their own 
home,” said Steven Fletcher, Minister 
of State (Democratic reform).

local 
News Briefs 
compiled by Kip Guenther
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eThaN CaBel
BeaT reporTer

The Manitoba government re-
cently announced an investment 
of over $2.1 million to fund a large, 
multi-tiered strategy to recruit and 
retain Manitoba doctors. The in-
vestment has caused many to spec-
ulate whether there is a shortage of 
medical practitioners in Manitoba 
and whether the province is doing 
enough.

The scarcity of physicians is wide-
spread but far more noticeable in 
rural and remote areas of the prov-
ince. Manitobans frequently expe-
rience difficulties finding a family 
doctor, said a registered nurse who 
requested anonymity.

The $2.1 million fund, an-
nounced in late August, is divided 
into several areas. Those areas in-
clude a $90,000 repatriation fund 
that would seek out and encourage 
Manitoba medical students, study-
ing in other provinces or abroad, to 
return to Manitoba.

The new strategy would also in-
vest $500,000 for a physician re-
settlement fund to create more 
incentives, covering moving and 
other expenses, for doctors to prac-
tice in rural Manitoba.

There are also questions as to 
whether nurses are joining phy-
sicians in seeking employment 
elsewhere.

Human resources systems for 

registered nurses are not integrated 
with the records kept by employers, 
so it is difficult to track whether or 
not Manitoba nursing graduates are 
leaving the province, or leaving the 
profession entirely. What is known 
is that the province is unable to 
compel nurses to stay in the prov-
ince, and further unable to control 
where they seek employment. As a 

result, there are continued short-
ages in rural areas, said the nurse.

The announcement of a physi-
cian recruitment strategy comes 
while the Manitoba government 
invests $134,000 in a Medical 
Careers Exploration program (as 
part of the government's Bright 
Futures program) that would see 
youth at the largely aboriginal 

Children of the Earth High School 
learn more about the possibilities of 
a medical career.

"We have adopted many differ-
ent programs because it is impor-
tant for aboriginal students to go 
into medical practice in order to 

assist their people at that [medi-
cal] level," said advanced education 
minister Diane McGifford.

Students who were once am-
bivalent about a post-secondary 
education are now interested in 
university, particularly in the medi-
cal field, she added.

"If you can get high school stu-
dents interested in medical prac-
tices early on then they are more 
likely to commit to a medical career 
in Manitoba," said Brenda Stutski, 
director of nursing innovation and 
research at the Health Sciences 
Centre. "And the programs in place 
for aboriginal students should be 
made more available for other stu-
dents as well."

A recent national survey con-
ducted by Student Awards Inc., a 
free service to help students find 
scholarships and bursaries, found 
that this year 91 per cent of nurs-
ing students are starting out with 
less than $5,000 devoted to their 
education.

"We do a lot of internship place-
ment for aboriginal students, but I 
think nursing students would ben-
efit from good paying summer jobs 
as well," said Stutski.

"What prevails in one province 
doesn't necessarily prevail in an-
other," said McGifford. Manitoba 
post-secondary education is among 
the most subsidized in the country 
and any kind of national survey can 
skew numbers, she said.
iLLUSTRATion by JonAThAn DyCk

is anybody here a doctor (or nurse)?
Province spends millions to retain and attract Manitoba doctors and nurses

Study shows 
Manitoba’s public 
sector bigger than 
most, but still 
overworked and 
understaffed

SamUel SwaNSoN
BeaT reporTer

A recent study from the Frontier 
Centre for Public Policy shows 
that Manitoba’s public sector is 
larger than other provinces and 
that we’re paying more for it than 
other provinces.

“There are substantial differ-
ences from province to province 
in terms of level of employments 
and in terms of how much pub-
lic employees are paid,” said Ben 
Eisen, policy analyst with the 
Frontier Centre for Public Policy.

Manitoba’s public service is 
very large at the per-capita level 
compared to other provinces, ac-
cording to Eisen.

“[Manitoba] has the largest pay 
premium of any other province. 
The pay premium is the difference 
between what public servants are 

paid and the average wage across 
the province,” Eisen said.

The pay premium for Manitoba 
public administration employ-
ees is 50 per cent, a high percent-
age compared to provinces such 
as New Brunswick at 30 per cent 
and Alberta at 24 per cent.

“Just by trimming the costs to 
match Saskatchewan, which is 
a very comparable province … 
you save about 80 million bucks 
a year,” said Eisen.

But are cutting costs to the 
province’s economy the best way 
to keep a lean provincial budget?

“Wage freezes or cuts, layoffs, 
the involuntary extension of col-
lective agreements, back to work 
legislation and other restrictions 
of union rights have all become 
routine in the public sector,” said 
David Camfield, professor of la-
bour studies at the University of 
Manitoba. “As a result, the quality 
of work life has deteriorated. Cuts 
to staffing levels and work reorga-
nization have made jobs harder.”

Staffing shortages and over-
worked staff have been recent 
complaints from public worker 
unions. Despite the high-rolling 
status of Manitoba’s public sec-
tor, it’s unclear how the provincial 
government could justify any job 
or pay cuts.

our big, fat public sector

Other government 
officials deny there 
will be a delay

SamUel SwaNSoN
BeaT reporTer

The timeline for the establishment 
of a 4 million-hectare world heri-
tage site (WHS) on the east side 
of Lake Winnipeg has been called 
into question and unresolved since 
mid-August, when Premier Gary 
Doer said it will take another 10 
years for the WHS designation to 
be complete.

“It will take longer but it will be 
more sustainable for the people liv-
ing in that area and more sustain-
able for our planet,” Doer told a 
New Democratic Party convention 
in Halifax on Aug. 14.

Conservation minister Stan 
Struthers said this quotation is 
taken out of context and that the 
delay is not real.

“Things are moving along just as 
they should,” he said. “The provin-
cial government, under the current 
premier, has been absolutely sup-
portive of this site and that element 
of priority will remain there even 
after the leadership contests later 
this month.”

The site will be recognized in-
ternationally as part of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

once First Nations groups in the 
area approve.

“The documentation will be 
ready to be submitted to UNESCO 
in 2012,” said Struthers. “We’ve 
been at this for 10 years, but it’s not 
10 years on a go-forward basis.”

However, not everyone is 

convinced.
“The premier, on YouTube, in 

a large public gathering, told the 
world it’d take another 10 years,” 
said Gaile Whelan Enns, director 
of Manitoba Wildlands. "There’s 
some nasty questions here, like: 
Is the premier making policy and 
making announcements when he 
already knows he’s going to be the 
ambassador to the United States?

“I don't think any of the com-
munities, government staff, or 
other partners in the WHS are 
aware of this decision, this delay,” 
she added.

Struthers maintains that the 
heritage site is not looking at a 10-
year delay and that the work with 
UNESCO will be finished by 
2012.

“the premier, on 
youtube, in a large 
public gathering, told 
the world it’d take 
another 10 years.” 
- GaiLe wheLan ennS, DirecTOr OF 
ManiTOBa wiLDLanDS

The government insists the process for creating a world heritage site on the east side of 
Lake winnipeg is moving along as planned.

GARTh LEnz

World heritage site in question  
after Doer announces 10-year delay

"we have adopted 
many different 
programs because 
it is important for 
aboriginal students 
to go into medical 
practice in order to 
assist their people at 
that [medical] level." 
- Diane McGiFFOrD, MiniSTer OF 
aDvanceD eDUcaTiOn anD LiTeracy

checK US OUT OnLine aT www.UniTer.ca
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leBAneSe CleriCS 
SCuttle SAMBA SHow
Tire, Lebanon: a Brazilian samba 
show was canceled after local Muslim 
clerics denounced the performance 
as obscene. The troupe had been 
touring the country, performing at 
open-air venues. The clerics released 
a statement saying they support 
tourism but viewed the dancing 
and costumes as offensive. The 
predominantly Shiite city council 
decided to cancel the show after 
they consulted with politicians 
and security, reported reuters. 
The Brazilian troupe performed 
in Beirut the week before without 
interference.

ig noBel PrizeS For iriSH 
PoliCe, ziMBABwe BAnker, 
iCelAnDiC exeCutiveS
caMBriDGe, Great Britain: The ig nobel 
prizes were awarded, and winners 
included the governor of Zimbabwe’s 
reserve Bank (mathematics) and 
Mexican scientists (chemistry), who 
created diamonds from tequila, the 
BBc reported. The awards recognize 
achievements that make people laugh 
and make them think. The humorous 
accomplishments are presented by 
former nobel laureates.

This year’s winners included the 
executives of the icelandic banks for 
their successes in economics. The 
physics award went to researchers 
at the University of cincinnati for 
calculating why pregnant women 
do not topple over. Literature was 
awarded to the irish police for writing 
over 50 traffic tickets to the most 
prolific driving delinquent Prawo 
Jazdy, which in Polish means “Driving 
Licence.” Gideon Gono from the 
national bank in Zimbabwe won for 
mathematics by providing citizens 
with a wide range of numbers in the 
form of currency.

ArMy CoMMAnDer CAugHt 
Drinking witH tHe eneMy
KinShaSa, Drc: an army officer was 
suspended after it was discovered 
he had been drinking with the enemy 
that led a rebel attack against his men, 
reuters reported. according to the 
United nations peace keeping forces, 
Maj. Leon, the head of operations in 
north Kivu province, was accused of 
drinking with Mai Mai rebels before 
they led an attack that killed six 
people. Government forces have 
been battling rwandan hutu rebels 
in northern and southern congo. 
recently, 20 rebel factions halted their 
participation in peace settlements, 
accusing the congolese government 
of failing to respect arrangements 
granting them command positions 
in the army. The Democratic republic 
of congo has been in a civil war since 
the early 1990s.

"Hitler" Skull FrAgMent 
BelongeD to woMAn
STOrrS, connecticut: researchers 
have determined the skull fragment 
found in hitler’s bunker, believed 
to be the nazi leader’s cranium, 
belonged to a woman. The associated 
Press reported Dna tests showed the 
piece of skull, found with a bullet hole 
and kept in russian archives since 
1945, was that of a woman in her 20s 
to 40s. Scientists at the University 
of connecticut conducted the tests 
on the skull but could not ascertain 
whether it belonged to eva Braun, 
hitler’s female companion who was 
found with him, dead from suicide.

The cranium is part of a collection 
of hitler artifacts housed in Moscow 
by the russian State archive. when 
the Soviets came upon the bunker 
in april 1945, Braun and hitler’s 
bodies were removed from a shell 
crater. an autopsy, conducted shortly 
thereafter, allegedly recorded hitler’s 
head was missing part of his skull. 
Officials supposedly went back in 
1946 and found the examined piece 
of skull.

International 
News Briefs 
compiled by Brooke Dmytriw

Manitoba first 
province to 
mandate use of 
biofuel

alexaNder KavaNagh
volUNTeer STaff

Manitoba will soon be the first 
province in Canada to have man-
dated the use of biodiesel. As of 
Nov. 1, all fuel sold in Manitoba 
will be required to contain two per 
cent biodiesel.

Energy minister Jim Rondeau 
said this new mandate will reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by an es-
timated 56,000 tonnes, which is 
like taking 11,000 cars off the road 
annually.

“The gain on biodiesel is about 
five to seven times higher en-
ergy input versus output,” said 
Rondeau.

Concerns have been raised by 
many that the use of food crops 
could result in higher prices in 
grocery stores. When asked if this 
would be the case Rondeau said, 
“Of course not.”

“Biodiesel manufacturers are 
using off-grade canola which can 
still be used as feed for livestock 
once the oils have been removed,” 
he said.

There are also byproducts that 
can be made from biodiesel pro-

duction. One byproduct, glycerol, 
can be converted into a natural gas 
through a process called anaerobic 
digestion, said Nazim Cicek, asso-
ciate professor in the biosystems 
engineering department at the 
University of Manitoba. This can 

in turn be harnessed to heat the 
very plants that are manufacturing 
biodiesel.

Though Cicek works with the 
byproducts of biodiesel produc-
tion, he is not in favour of using 
food crops for fuel.

"I would much rather use waste 
products,” he said.

Cicek said there is a benefit 
for manufacturers to use waste 
products in the making of biod-
iesel, such as deep fryer grease. 
Approximately 80 per cent of the 
value of biodiesel made from food-
based crops will go towards paying 
the farmers. Waste products can be 
obtained for little to no cost, since 
the fryer companies are trying to 
get rid of it anyway, Cicek said.

When asked about the research 
into using waste sources for biodie-
sel production, Rondeau said, “I’m 
pretty sure we’re the ones paying 
for that research. We’re funding a 
whole bunch of new renewable en-
ergy sources.”

The Manitoba government 
plans to continue seeking out alter-
native energy sources such as a pos-
sible bio-reactor landfill that has 
been proposed for the Brady land-
fill, which could be used to provide 
heat to all of Waverly West.

Manitobans will soon be pumping two per cent biofuel into their 
tanks every time they fill up.
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More corn in your car

CaITlIN laIrd
BeaT reporTer

Daren Jorgenson is the anti-ego-
maniac. His business interests 
read like a quilt: He owns the in-
famous Royal Albert Arms – which 
has been called the CBGB’s of the 
north – the award-winning and vi-
sually stunning hair salon Vault and 
Four Rivers Medical Clinic.

Jorgenson first made it big as an 
Internet pharmacist. Yet any refer-
ence to his prodigious entrepreneur-
ship makes him uncomfortable.

“You have to be careful what you 
say. People tend to attack you or ac-
cuse you of having a huge ego," he 
said. "The more visible you are the 
more this tends to happen. That’s 
why I like to keep a low profile. I 
like to be involved with projects, 
but I don’t put that out there for 
the public, because it invites that 
kind of scrutiny.”

Jorgenson’s humility is disarming, 
but somewhat unsurprising when 
you consider his background.

“My parents were 16 when I was 
born. I grew up in public housing 
and moved to Winnipeg when I 
was eight,” he said.

Jorgenson credits his blue-col-
lar upbringing for fostering his 
ambition.

“In that situation you learn how 
to hustle. I stole some cars when 
I was in the ninth grade and sold 
drugs from Grades 9 to 12.”

Jorgenson eventually went to 
university and after a few prover-
bial bumps in the road – including 
dropping out for a time in his first 
year – graduated as a pharmacist in 
1991. His career in the medical field 
was how he eventually achieved 
monolithic monetary success.

Still, any attempt to praise his 
ingenuity at being a so-called 

"Internet pharmacy pioneer" is met 
with skepticism.

"With the Internet pharmacy 
thing, anyone who was there at the 
beginning just got lucky. I see my-
self as an average guy," he said.

Jorgenson has since sold his 
pharmacy business, but at its high 
point, the Jorgenson Group of 
Companies was pulling in $350 
million a year.

Graciousness and good luck 
aside, there is a certain tenacity that 
one must possess in order to rise to 
such stature without the backing of 
privilege.

"Daren is a very aggressive per-
son. Sometimes it's a good trait 
and sometimes he gets in your 
face," said Dennis Meeches, former 
chief of Long Plain First Nation. 
"But he has a very powerful story. 
He's an exciting person to work for. 
Speaking for First Nations, we've 
been head-butting with the govern-

ment for a long time. Now, we have 
an advocate outside of the commu-
nity in Daren."

Meeches now works for 
Jorgenson as director of aboriginal 
health care and business solutions 
with Four Rivers Medical Clinic, 
which has expanded into providing 
health care for urban reserves.

Among his many interests, 
Jorgenson is a staunch advocate for 
First Nations issues, particularly in 
regards to health care.

"I first met Daren before he was 
very successful, when he came to 
Sagkeeng to open a pharmacy," 
said Phil Fontaine, former na-
tional chief of the Assembly of First 
Nations. "He went on to open one 
of the first pharmacies on a First 
Nations community and he did it 
well."

Jorgenson has developed a 
three-point plan for health care in 
Canada, which involves univer-
sal health care with hard limits on 
what is affordable, private health 
care with taxation to be funneled 
into universal health care, coupled 
with an independent watchdog 
agency, and globalization and out-

sourcing of health care.
"I think our ideas about health 

care are right on," said Jorgenson. 
"Especially when it comes to out-
sourcing, like how we are send-
ing people to Cuba for treatment. 
No matter what universal health 
care system is created, adopted or 
modified, no system will be able to 
keep pace with funding of future 
health-care advances. Thus, politi-
cians cannot state that they can 'fix' 
universal health care or, as in the 
present U.S. political debate, create 
universal health care without stat-
ing that what we create in terms of 
equality of access today will not be 
sustainable in the long-term."

"Daren is like a thorn in the side 
of the government because he is 
trying to change the status quo," 
said Meeches. "They wonder what 
to make of him."

Jorgenson does little to mask his 
disdain for the political process.

"Daren is an action man and 
anybody who wants to take ac-
tion over simply talking is bound 
to butt heads," said Winnipeg 
Harvest executive co-ordinator 
David Northcott, who worked 
with Jorgenson on a poverty reduc-
tion council. "But he is a very fair 
person," he added, in reference to 
Jorgenson's sense of ethics within 
the world of enterprise.

Jorgenson admits he has had to 
scale back his ambition as of late, as 
a tendency towards over-extension 
destabilized his finances over the 
last couple of years.

"The last two years have been 
the toughest yet. I have had busi-
ness successes but also business fail-
ures," he said. "I don't think all of 
my ideas are correct. I've had stu-
pid ideas."

Daren Jorgensen came under fire in 2007 
when he bought the royal albert arms. 
Some winnipeggers feared he would shut 
down the historic music venue.

PeoPle Worth reading aBout 

The multi-million dollar man
Local entrepreneur Daren Jorgenson is involved in just about every business imaginable

Five MOre ThinGS yOU 
May nOT KnOw aBOUT 
Daren JOrGenSOn
 "i believe that marijuana 
and prostitution should be le-
galised, taxed and regulated."

"i drink too much."

"i like the harper 
government."

"i love Disney world and 
have done it every year for the 
past 15 years."

"i once spent three days in 
the remand centre."

“the gain on 
biodiesel is about 
five to seven times 
higher energy input 
versus output.” 
–JiM rOnDeaU, MiniSTer OF Science, 
TechnOLOGy, enerGy anD MineS
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cOMMUniTy evenTS

On Saturdays until nov. 7 attend a mandolin work-
shop with JaXOn haLDane at the Folk exchange.

challenge your brain with host ace BUrPee at the 
first annual ManiTOBa LOTTerieS Trivia chaLLenGe 
in support of the alzheimer Society of Manitoba on 
Thursday, Oct. 22 at Stereo nightclub. 7 p.m.

BeGinninG eXPerience, a non-profit peer support 
group for the recently separated, widowed or di-
vorced persons, is holding a retreat weekend Oct. 
23 to 25. For more information call 275-3090 or visit 
www.winnipegbe.ca.

Free inTernaTiOnaL STUDenTS cLaSS. an oppor-
tunity to meet with other students and canadian 
friends while learning english and the Bible. Takes 
place on Sundays from noon to 1:30 p.m. at elim 
chapel, 546 Portage ave. For more information call 
val & veda chacko at 257-1670.

On caMPUS

SMarT STarT, a study skills workshop series, helps 
students improve their study skills and succeed in 
university level courses. Mondays and wednesdays, 
12:30 to 1:20 p.m. in room 1L04. register in advance 
by calling 786-9863 or emailing a.weir@uwinnipeg.ca.

every Thursday evening until nov. 26 you can attend 
the neUrOScience LecTUre SerieS where experts 
discuss their work in the field of neuroscience. 
register with n.stokes@uwinnipeg.ca.

The UwSa SaFewaLK PrOGraM is looking for vol-
unteers to walk students, faculty and staff to their 
cars, bus stops or residences within a reasonable 
distance. each four-hour shift will receive an $18 
honorarium.

every wednesday from 12:30 to 1 p.m. there is an 
interfaith university chapel service in the carl ridd 
Sanctuary in Bryce hall. all are welcome.

vOLUnTeer OPPOrTUniTieS

help inner city school children through chOiceS 
yOUTh PrOGraM. Just call Kasia Buchman at 470-
5651.

The canadian red cross is looking for volunteers 
in their humanitarian issues Program to organize 
events and facilitate workshops. For more informa-
tion contact Jennifer at 982-6737 or jennifer.monte-
bruno@redcross.ca.

The ManiTO ahBee FeSTivaL is looking for volun-
teers for the celebration of aboriginal music, art 
and culture. The festival runs from nov. 4 to 8. visit 
www.manitoahbee.com or call 956-1849 for more 
information.

wanT TO See yOUr evenT in The UniTer? 
SenD an eMaiL TO LiSTinGS@UniTer.ca. 

The deadline for all listings to appear in the print 
edition is wednesday. The Uniter is published every 
Thursday, so send your listings 8 days prior to the 
issue you want your listing to appear in. it’s free. 
it’s easy. 

caMPUS anD cOMMUniTy LiSTinGS

Juice journal found 
funding just in time

CoUrTNey SChwegel
CampUS BeaT reporTer

A communal sigh of relief ac-
companied last Friday’s launch 
of the ninth edition of Juice, the 
University of Winnipeg’s student 
creative writing journal. This year, 
the journal, which in the past re-
ceived the majority of its funding 
from the UWSA, scrambled to se-
cure funds from other sources to 
cover publishing costs.

“We were really scared for the 
future of this publication,” said 
Kelly Nickie, one of the journal's 

student editors.
Although the UWSA was not 

able to cover the entire publish-
ing cost, UWSA president Jason 
Syvixay said that along with a 
$500 contribution, they commit-
ted themselves to helping find Juice 
other sources of funding.

“We didn’t recognize it as a lost 
cause,” Syvixay said. “We did a lot 

of behind-the-scenes work with 
[the editors] and a lot of liaising 
with other services on campus for 
funding.”

Syvixay approached Neil Besner, 
vice-president students and inter-
national, and Brian Stevenson, pro-
vost and vice-president academic, 
and asked them to provide funding 
for Juice. After a series of meetings 
with Syvixay and the Juice stu-
dent editors, Besner and Stevenson 
agreed to split the remaining fund-
ing for the journal’s publication.

“I just said, ‘Listen, I don’t care; 
I am going to find a way to fund it 
this year,’” Besner said, adding that 
cuts had to be made to their respec-
tive department’s budgets in order 
to accommodate Juice.

“We just kind of scraped the 
money together,” he said.

Although Besner said he and 
Stevenson were happy to contrib-
ute this year, they will not be able 
to provide ongoing funding for 
Juice.

Nickie said the Juice editorial 
board is working to secure a long-
term source of funding for future 
publications of the journal.

Juice is now a registered char-
ity through the University of 
Winnipeg Foundation, giving stu-
dents, alumni and the public a 
chance to donate funds directly to 
the publication.

Nickie hopes this will provide 
some of the funding for the jour-
nal, but said they are still seeking 
more secure sources of funding.

Syvixay is pleased with the out-
come of the situation and feels an 

important lesson was learned in the 
process.

“What is good about the whole 
process is upholding Juice account-
able for their business plan,” he 
said. “They started looking at ways 
to reduce the cost of their publica-
tion.” He added that Juice cut their 
publication costs this year by about 
$1,000.

Nickie said she is grateful the 
UWSA helped them find more 
funding to ensure the journal con-
tinued to be published.

“It was really great that they 
helped us connect with these peo-
ple on campus and to discuss ways 
to get funding through them,” she 
said.

“i just said, ‘listen, i 
don’t care; i am going 
to find a way to fund 
it this year.’” 
- neiL BeSner, vice-PreSiDenT 
STUDenTS anD inTernaTiOnaL

Juice editor Kelly nickie speaks at the 
Juice 9 launch on Sept. 25. The journal 
almost wasn't published this year.
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A tight squeeze
WesMen Player Profile

no Duff
wesmen volleyball star 
originally cut from 
high school team

Sarah reIlly
volUNTeer STaff

Today, watching Wesmen volley-
ball star Justin Duff, it’s hard to 
believe that in Grade 9 he was cut 
from his junior varsity team. The 
six-foot-seven middle hit a growth 
spurt during Grade 9 and tried out 
again in Grade 10.

This time, he made it.
When the season ended, 

Wesmen head coach Larry McKay 
invited Duff to try out for the Strike 
Volleyball Club, where Duff’s vol-
leyball career took off.

Duff graduated from Maples 
Collegiate in 2006 and joined 
Team Canada right away. Last sum-
mer, Duff returned to the National 
B team, which placed sixth at 
the World University Games in 
Serbia and second in Mexico’s Pan 
American Cup finals.

Duff loved the experience.
“Just to play that much volley-

ball, six hours a day, every day of 
the week, it was great.”

Now in his fourth year with 
the Wesmen, Duff has been to the 
Canadian Interuniversity Sport 
National Championship twice. He 
was a part of the national champi-
onship winning team in his first 
year and the silver-medalist team 
in his second year.

When asked to share his favou-
rite Wesmen memory, Duff re-

called the CanWest quarterfinals 
last season. The Wesmen faced 
the CanWest number two ranked 
Calgary Dinos, who beat the 
Wesmen twice during the regular 
season. Duff described the three-
game series as “five-set marathons.” 
The Wesmen lost the first game to 
the Dinos but came back to win 
the second.

By the last day, Duff was so ex-
hausted he stopped jumping in 
practice, thinking, “If I jump now 
I won’t be able to jump in the 
game!”

This year, Duff is happy to have 
his younger brother Bradyn join 
the Wesmen men’s basketball team. 
Wesmen fans can look forward to 
watching both Duffs in action in 
the coming weeks.

The next home game for men’s 
basketball will be at the Pembina 
Chrysler Invitational on Friday, 
Oct. 23 (time TBA). The Wesmen 
men’s volleyball team plays at home 
Friday, Nov. 13 at 8 p.m. against 
cross-town rivals, the University of 
Manitoba Bisons.

Master Composter 
Training and Volunteer Program 

 

Learn about composting  
and  teach others  
in the community! 

Apply now  space is limited 
Deadline is October 19th! 

Contact Kate  
(204) 925‐3776 

 

compost@resourceconservation.mb.ca 
www.resourceconservation.mb.ca 

Justin Duff is in his fourth year with  
the wesmen.
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Attention winter wAit liSterS!
if you are on a wait list for a winter 
Term course, you are being advised 
to check your iam.uwinnipeg.ca 
email account for notifications on 
seat openings. Until Thursday, Dec. 17, 
the wait list processing program will 
be run every Monday and Thursday 
morning to identify open seats. These 
days are the best times to see if you 
have an available spot. Once notified 
you have 72 hours to claim your 
reserved seat. if you do not respond 
you will be dropped off the wait 
list. So don’t hesitate to check your 
account.

QuAlitAtive reSeArCH 
grouP AvAilABle
The Qualitative research Group at 
the University of Manitoba focuses 
on interdisciplinary collaborations 
between U of M faculty and local and 
international research communities. 
if you are a student who conducts 
focus groups, manages open-ended 
interviews, uses historical documents 
or actively contacts a data-collecting 
site, then you are welcome to join. 
The goal of the group is to assist 
students engaged in qualitative 
and mixed-method research around 
the world. close to 100 participants 
from varied disciplines help to build 
the resources, with monthly emails 
announcing conferences, findings and 
discussions. To receive the monthly 
email newsletter, email Kerstin at 
rogerk@cc.umanitoba.ca.

gAllery 1C03 HoStS winD 
Coil SounD Flow
Ken Gregory’s exhibition wind 
coil sound flow will be on display 
in Gallery 1c03 for the month of 
October. Described as an “acoustic 
electromechanical system,” the 
exhibition aims to find out what the 
wind would say if it could speak to 
us. Translating wind vibrations into 
harmonic frequencies, the display is 
based on the principles of the aeolian 
harp.

Gregory’s interest in human 
interaction with technology led him 
to a five-year study of kites with a 
view to creating wind instruments.

For more on Gregory’s work visit 
www.cheapmeat.net.

u oF M JAzz StuDent 
winS nAtionAl AwArD
Luke Sellick, 19, won the Oscar 
Peterson Grant for Jazz Performance 
worth $10,000. The award is given 
to one canadian jazz student every 
year by the hnatyshyn Foundation. 
The bassist said he was up against 
stiff competition and was surprised 
he won.

“The judges are listening blindfolded 
basically. They’re just listening for 
quality and for a bass player to 
win, jeez ... he’s competing against 
pianists, drummers, saxophonists, 
all these melodic instruments that 
get your attention first. So for a bass 
player to win, that says something 
huge,” said Steve Kirby, Sellick’s 
instructor and the director of the 
Jazz Studies Program.

a student from the two-year-old 
program won this award last year, 
too.

reAPPointMent oF CFS 
loCAl 8 rePreSentAtive
University of winnipeg Students' 
association former president vinay 
iyer was removed from his position 
as liaison director for the canadian 
Federation of Students Local 8. The 
motion was passed at the UwSa 
board meeting held on Monday, Sept. 
28. iyer was not in attendance.

iyer failed to fulfill his duties as 
liaison director as outlined in the 
UwSa bylaws. according to the 
UwSa board meeting minutes, iyer’s 
attendance at UwSa board meetings 
was infrequent and he did not attend 
any cFS provincial meetings.

Campus 
News Briefs
compiled by Karlene Ooto-Stubbs
and courtney Schwegel

Beginning university 
can bring out 
mental illnesses in 
students

weSley JohNSToN
volUNTeer STaff

Mental Health Awareness Week 
is Oct. 4-10 and students across 
Canada should pay attention.

“From age 15 to age 20, it took me 
five years to finish what would take 
most people two years, in terms of 
high school," said Lauren Janson, a 
first-year University of Winnipeg 
student. "[Afterwards] I spent my 
last two years [from 20-22] trying 
to get my symptoms under control 
and trying to find the right medi-
cations. Finally I registered for uni-
versity, and just before I started my 
first week of class I had to be hos-
pitalized, and again had to have my 
meds changed. So I literally first 
started attending classes as an inpa-
tient on pass from the psych ward 
… Not cool.”

Janson suffers from post-trau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD). 
Janson's illness can cause episodes 
of anxiety and depression.

“I think that every period of life 
will have stress. And if you’re predis-
posed to a mental illness, for exam-
ple anxiety, then any major change 

or event in your life could bring it 
out,” said Hilary Fast, a peer sup-
port co-ordinator at U of W.

Lana Stark, another peer-sup-
port co-ordinator, recalled an epi-
sode when her own mental health 
took a turn for the worse.

“I would go to my room and 
spend the entire weekend studying. 
I didn’t go out to see friends ... I’d 
obsess over details, things the profs 
would never test us on. I started to 
think the professors wanted to fool 
me.”

When Stark began talking to 
friends about the specific thoughts 
that were producing these anxiet-
ies, she realized they were irratio-
nal. She cut her study time in half 

and returned to her friends; her 
mental health improved and so did 
her grades.

Unfortunately for those suffering 

from full-blown disorders, talking 
with friends often isn’t sufficient.

Claire Penner, a nursing student 
from the University of Manitoba, 
was diagnosed with bipolar disor-
der in 2001, at the age of 22.

She went on medication, but 
the side-effects forced her to stop 
taking them. In 2005, her symp-
toms returned and she was forced 
to withdraw from classes, after the 
voluntary withdrawal date.

“The school was very fair to me 
… they allowed me retroactive 
VWs ... They treated it just like 
it was a real illness, or maternity 
leave, or surgery,” she said.

“Universities, in general, are in-
stitutions that try to be very under-
standing," said Hinton Bradbury, 
a psychology professor at U of W. 
However, he also noted “if you’re a 
student, and you miss eight weeks 
out of 12, obviously that can’t be 
accommodated because you aren’t 
a part of the class.”

Janson raised another problem: 
even if the school is accommodat-
ing to a student's needs, it can be 
hard to seek help.

“They’ll give you the opportunity 
to write a test in a different room 
and stuff like that … But there still 
is the issue of having to ask. And 
there still is a lot of stigma.”

Any student needing help can 
contact Counselling and Career 
Services at 786-9231 or visit peer 
support in room ORM13.

“i think that every 
period of life will 
have stress. and if 
you’re predisposed to 
a mental illness, for 
example anxiety, then 
any major change 
or event in your life 
could bring it out.” 
- hiLary FaST,  
Peer-SUPPOrT cO-OrDinaTOr

Lana Stark, a peer support volunteer, understands the difficulties some students go 
through because she has gone through them herself.
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When it's more than just stress...

CoUrTNey SChwegel
CampUS BeaT reporTer

The UWSA SafeWalk program is 
gearing up for another year by re-
cruiting volunteers to escort stu-
dents, faculty and staff to their car, 
bus stop or residence at night. Six 
volunteers have been hired, with the 
hope of hiring one or two more.

The program, which provides 
service Monday through Thursday 
from 7 to 11 p.m. and Friday from 
5 to 9 p.m., provides a sense of se-
curity for students who do not feel 
comfortable walking alone in the 
downtown at night. It will start by 

Tuesday, Oct. 13.
Andrea Sokal, a third-year his-

tory student, is one of many stu-
dents who feels vulnerable walking 
to her vehicle alone.

“I am a young female who car-
ries her car keys ... and cell phone 
around,” she said. “I am a prime 
target to be mugged.”

Sokal, who used the SafeWalk 
program last year after a weekly 
night class, said although her park-
ing spot in the bus depot parkade 
was not a far walk from the univer-
sity, she felt a great sense of comfort 
with the SafeWalk volunteers.

“Downtown is scary at night 
and there is safety in numbers,” she 

said. “Having some more people 
around is always nice.”

Chris Rarick, supervisor for 
security services, agreed with 
Sokal that the program is success-
ful at increasing people’s comfort 
level in the area surrounding the 
university. While Rarick doesn’t 
advise students to walk alone at 
night, he said the downtown is 
not as dangerous as many people 
perceive it to be.

“Reports from students re-
garding issues in the neighbour-
hood are very seldom,” he said.

Volunteers free up time for 
security workers, who provide 
a 24/7 SafeWalk service in the 
area surrounding the campus. 
For students needing to be es-
corted to areas further away from 

the university, a SafeRide service is 
available.

SafeWalk coordinator and for-
mer volunteer Vanja Tubin said 
that volunteering for SafeWalk is 
not only a good opportunity to 
become familiar with the area sur-
rounding the university. It is also a 
great way to connect with students 
and staff.

Volunteers receive an $18 hono-
rarium for every four-hour shift 
they work.

“It’s a good opportunity for stu-
dents to make a little money,” said 
Tubin. “If someone doesn’t have a 
job ... they can spend one or two 

evenings a week volunteering and 
getting compensated in a way.”

Tubin strongly encourages stu-
dents, faculty and staff to take ad-
vantage of the program once it 
begins next week.

“It is created to be there for 
them,” he said. “We do want to 
stress that people use it as much as 
they want.”

For more information regarding 
SafeWalk, email safewalk@theu-
wsa.ca.

“downtown is scary 
at night and there is 
safety in numbers.” 
- anDrea SOKaL

 Safewalk 
co-ordinator vanja 
Tubin said the 
program is a great 
way for volunteers 
to make some 
extra cash.

Cin
Dy TiTUS

Security in numbers
UwSa Safewalk service starts next week
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comments

aNdrew Tod
CommeNTS edITor

Stephen Harper has a nasty habit of 
hypocrisy. If his political career thus 
far can be typified by anything, it is 
his eagerness to surrender his values 
to the throne of power.

Examples abound. For instance, 
though he fervently advocated for 
the creation of an elected Senate – 
both as the leader of the National 
Citizens Coalition and as a leader 
of the official opposition – as 
Prime Minister, he has instead en-
gaged in a deluge of recent Senate 
appointments.

For the majority of his public 
life, Harper has celebrated the vir-
tues of the uninhibited free mar-
ket without waver. Yet, when the 
coalition axe threatened to come 
down on his government last win-
ter, a brazen PM emerged from the 
rubble content to lecture the rest 
of the world’s capitalist economies 
on the necessity of sensibly regu-
lated banking systems – almost as 
though they had been his idea to 
begin with.

And then there was Harper at 
the G20 Conference last month in 
Pittsburgh. Fresh off reprimand-
ing Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad at the United Nations 
for, amongst many other things, 
Ahmadinejad’s reputation as an 
eminent Holocaust denier, Harper 
then uttered perhaps the most hyp-
ocritical decree of his career. In 

front of the leaders of the 20 rich-
est countries in the world, Harper 
attempted to doctor Canada’s his-
tory by claiming that “we [Canada] 
have no history of colonialism.”

Come again?
This claim would be laughable 

if it did not display a disturbing 
cleansing of Canadian history, by 
its elected leader no less.

Now, Harper has proven him-
self to be ferociously inept at read-
ing Canadian history before. Once 
again, during the "coalition crisis" 

of 2008, he endlessly reiterated that 
the attempted seizure of power was 
undeniably unconstitutional. As 
constitutional experts and everyday 
Canadians with some knowledge of 
how a parliamentary government 
operates began to refute his absurd 
claim, the PM switched tactics to-
wards the more familiar drumming 
up of a “socialist and separatist” 
scare.

So when Harper chose to deny 
centuries of the sequestering, thiev-
ing, attempted assimilation and ex-

termination of Canada’s aboriginal 
peoples, a blue believer might have 
chalked such a dim-witted com-
ment up to Harper’s apparent pref-
erence of opportunism over truth. 
After all, he was in the company 
of the most economically powerful 
nations in the world, so why not 
trumpet Canada?

The trouble is that his de-
nial of the systematic expulsion, 
denigration and dispossession of 
Canada’s original inhabitants is in 
league with the filth spewed out by 

Ahmadinejad when he speaks of 
the Holocaust as “a lie based on an 
unprovable and mythical claim.” 
Denying deliberate attempts to 
eliminate a population is abhor-
rent, regardless of the situation or 
the country in question.

But the question which remains 
to be asked of our dear leader – so 
far unasked by a silent Canadian 
media – is how Harper can justify 
such a blatant lie as Canada having 
no history of colonialism given his 
residential school apology of 2008?

While the residential school sys-
tem was only one part of Euro-
Canada’s attempt to solve “the 
Indian problem,” it nonetheless 
was an explicit expression of the 
belief that aboriginals were a pop-
ulation to be coerced into subser-
vience to the Canadian state. We 
see the modern day expression of 
this belief with the continuance of 
the administration of aboriginals 
through the reservation system and 
The Indian Act.

As Harper himself said in his 
residential school apology, the goal 
of the school system was to “isolate 
children from the influence of their 
homes, families, traditions and cul-
tures, and to assimilate them into 
the dominant culture.”

If Harper’s own residential 
school apology alone does not 
admit Canada’s history of colonial-
ism, I don’t know what does.

Andrew Tod is a University of 
Winnipeg student.
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The original Gitmo
american  
prison gave rise 
to residential 
school model

BrIaN rICe
volUNTeer

As U.S. President Barack Obama 
begins the process of closing down 
the prison at Guantanamo Bay 
Naval Base, in part due to alle-
gations of the illegal torture and 
abuse of prisoners, it reminded me 
of a similar situation that involved 
Native American leaders during the 
19th century.

In the 19th century, the wars 
between the U.S. and Native 
Americans were just beginning 

to wind down. The United States 
was implementing its "manifest 
destiny" policy, begun in 1845. 
Basically, the policy held that it was 
white America’s predetermined des-
tiny to take over the lands of Native 
Americans, to resettle them with 
people who were Christian by reli-
gion and of European descent.

As western Native Americans 
began to submit to the superior 
American forces, there was the 
question of what to do with those 
who had led the battles against the 
U.S. military. The solution was to 
cart them away to prisons. In all, 
over 175 Native American lead-
ers were arrested and incarcerated, 
including Chief Spotted Tail of 
the Lakota and Geronimo of the 
Apache. The most notable of these 
prisons was Fort Marion in St. 
Augustine, Florida.

Years before, the U.S. had con-
verted this old Spanish fortress into 
a prison. Its purpose was to incar-

cerate what they considered to be 
the worst of the Native American 
leaders, beginning in the 1830s with 
a Seminole named Osceola. By the 
1870s, Native American leaders 
were being handcuffed and shack-
led, then shipped by train in cattle 
cars to the prison where they spent 
years of deprivation and torture at 
the hands of the guards. Only after 
they had been pacified were they al-
lowed to return to the reservations 
that were being set up for their 
people.

One of those in charge of over-
seeing the prison was Colonel 
Richard Pratt. Colonel Pratt, be-
lieving the Native American could 

only be redeemed from savagery if 
caught young enough, convinced 
and probably coerced some of the 
leaders to give up their children. 
Pratt created boarding schools for 
these children where they would 
learn to be civilized and educated 
in the white man’s ways. The two 
most famous schools were known 
as Carlisle and Haskell.

Upon their arrival to these 
schools, in which they were sub-
jected to harsh discipline, the chil-
dren would have their hair cut off 
and would be dressed in military 
attire. Pratt referred to it as killing 
the Indian to save the man.

Imagine the trauma these chil-

dren faced in having to not only 
have their hair cut off – hair being 
sacred to many Native American 
peoples – but also forced to wear 
the uniform of the soldiers who in 
many cases had killed members of 
their families.

The Canadian connection to the 
story occurs in 1879 when Flood 
Davin was sent by the Government 
of Canada to report on the suc-
cess of these schools. American 
boarding schools like Carlisle and 
Haskell became the template for 
the residential schools in Canada 
where thousands of young aborig-
inal Canadians were subjected to 
the worst kind of sexual and phys-
ical abuses perpetrated by their 
overseers. These schools lasted for 
90 years.

Brian Rice is an associate profes-
sor of education at the University of 
Winnipeg.

upon their arrival to these schools, in which 
they were subjected to harsh discipline, the 
children would have their hair cut off and 
would be dressed in military.

For those who hate  
taxes and love weed
new group claims to 
be your avenue to 
living above the law

aNdrew mCmoNagle
NewS aSSIgNmeNT edITor

If the answer is marijuana, the 
unification of North America and 
good spelling, then the question is: 
What does the Peace Maker Society 
like, not like and not practice?

I found out about PMS (a mem-
orable acronym if I ever heard one) 
by coming across one of their cards 
discarded on the ground. I love 
finding cards and this one proved 
to be a real gem.

The card starts out with the am-
biguously English sentence “100% 
Legal 4 Green,” then goes on to list 
an affidavit number and misspell 
Stephen Harper’s name (giving 
him the francophone-sounding 
Stephan). It’s also typeset so badly 
that the text is abruptly cut off at 
the bottom.

This was just my first impres-
sion of the group and I immedi-
ately wanted to learn more. I met 
with PMS founder Marcel “Marc” 
Bessette a few days later.

Bessette told me with pride that 
he has an IQ in the 130s and that 
he has several “geniuses” work-

ing with him. He also told me he 
smokes a quarter-ounce of weed a 
day. Really.

That was one of the few things 
in our conversation that I un-
derstood. The rest of the time he 
talked so fast that a humming-
bird would get dizzy, all the while 
his eyes bugged open eerily. They 
weren’t even red.

Bessette told me that PMS is a 
sovereign, self-governing society 
distinct from Canada who are also 
trying to save the country. While 
their literature lists legal marijuana 
as their passion, Bessette says their 
main focus is to prevent a North 
American Union.

This is the idea that Canada, 
the U.S. and Mexico will erase 
their borders. Bessette says this will 
happen within a year without the 
interference of the PMS. Never 
mind that the U.S. is still building 
that fence to keep the Mexicans 
out and it’s getting harder every 
year for Canadians to travel south 
of the border without copious 
identification.

He told me that within a year, 
he will have opened satellite offices 
in “every Canadian city” and will 
have gathered the signatures of 51 
per cent of the entire country to 
protest this union.

Whoever said stoners were lazy?
Acting under a claim of right, 

filed on Sept. 3 of this year, Bessette 
believes he and anyone in his so-

ciety are exempted from Canadian 
law. This is a real thing, and it 
seems to be at least partially true in 
this case. Ask him how he did it, if 
you can understand him.

On their Facebook group page, 
Bessette (under the name Marc 
Zurawell) mentions talking with 
the Winnipeg Police Service re-
cently. I contacted WPS and asked 
if they were conducting an investi-
gation. Terry Kolbuck, WPS Public 
Information Assistant would only 
tell me that they weren’t. So far, so 
good, PMS-ers!

Also on the Facebook page is a 
small debate sparked by a potential 
member questioning some of the 
confusing information. Bessette 
got tired of defending himself after 
two responses and said, “You are 
no longer welcome in our soci-
ety... so good luck to you.” He goes 
on to say, “I get tired of explain-
ing to people that are too stupid to 
understand."

Who says weed makes you 
unsociable?

PMS seems to be onto some-
thing really interesting, but it’s 
hard to take them seriously with 
their far-fetched goals and manic 
drug use.

I look forward to being banned 
from joining.

Andrew McMonagle is a University 
of Winnipeg student.

Planting the seeds of victory

alexaNder KavaNagh
volUNTeer STaff

Canada’s marijuana laws have long 
been controversial in Canadian 
politics. Due to the stigma of being 
labelled "pro pot," politicians are 
often reluctant to advocate for the 
legalization of marijuana. Yet, the 
legalization of marijuana could be 
the issue to tip the scales for the 
Liberal party, should they advo-
cate entrusting government with 
handling Canada's marijuana 
market.

Marijuana was first criminal-
ized in Canada in 1923, but was 
still allowed to be used for medici-
nal purposes until 1932. It has been 
theorized that full criminalization 
was imposed due to the fact that 
it was too effective as medicine, 
rendering wealthy pharmaceutical 
companies unable to compete.

Shouldn’t this tell us something 
about Canada’s pot laws? If phar-
maceutical companies are wor-
ried that marijuana could replace 
many of their high-priced pre-
scription drugs, maybe it really is 
that good – medically speaking, of 
course.

Ontario's courts ruled in 2000 
that pot laws in this country were 
unconstitutional and ordered 
that they be reviewed to allow for 
the use of medicinal marijuana. 
Additionally, a report issued by 
the Canadian Senate’s Special 
Committee on Illegal Drugs 
in 2002 stated that pot should 
be legalized for recreational use 
and called for amnesty for previ-
ous small possession convictions. 
Opinion polls done by Angus 
Reid in 2007 showed that 55 per 
cent of adult Canadians polled 
were in favour of legalization for 
recreational use.

If the story told by polling is 
correct, out of an estimated 33 
million Canadians, over 18 mil-
lion think marijuana should be le-
galized. To put those numbers in 
other terms, that’s almost four out 
of every seven Canadians. With 
this in mind, how can it be that 
only three out of seven Supreme 
Court justices voted in favour of 
legalization in 2003?

To take this argument even 

further, just imagine the revenue 
the government could generate 
if they regulated and distributed 
pot. Likely, they could gener-
ate enough to solve many of the 
major issues facing Canada today, 
such as healthcare funding. Not 
to mention the numerous jobs 
that could be taken away from 
the illegal drug trade and created 
within already existing govern-
ment organizations.

For instance, Manitoba's Liquor 
Control Commission could easily 
be adapted to handle the increased 
demands of government through 
legalization by simply adding 
an extra C, to read Liquor and 
Cannabis Control Commission.

As it stands, astronomical 
amounts of money are already 
being spent by Canadians on the 
purchase of a recreational sub-
stance which is no more harmful 
than alcohol. Why let all that rev-
enue fall into the black market?

Our current federal govern-
ment is far too “anti-drug” and 
“tough on crime” to ever consider 
putting the will of Canadians be-
fore their own punitive political 
agenda. To make matters worse, 
the only major political party who 
seems to have any real interest in 
seeing proper action taken in this 
matter – the NDP – will probably 
never be elected to power.

This leaves the Liberals, who are 
looking for a way to distance them-
selves from the Conservatives. 
Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff 
should promise to legalize pot, as 
it would probably be the issue that 
tips the scale in his favour, and 
land him the long-sought major-
ity government.

Many NDP voters would likely 
vote Liberal if they made this issue 
part of their campaign, while 
many pot-smoking Conservative 
supporters would likely do the 
same.

So I’m calling on you, Michael 
Ignatieff, and your Liberal Party, 
to put legalization on the bill in 
the next federal election.

It might just be what puts you 
in power.

Alexander Kavanagh is a 
University of Winnipeg student.

Liberals should want to legalize  
marijuana, not criticize it

ARAn
DA ADAM
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Moses Mayes 
masterminds mix it 
up with LeBeato

Sam hageNloCher
volUNTeer STaff

Public notice to all dance floor 
occupants: There's a new beat in 
town.

For nearly a decade, Moses 
Mayes has not only been this city's 
dance floor bread and butter, but 
also a vital component in Canada's 
funk fusion revolution.

But after two Western Canadian 
Music Awards, hundreds of live 
shows across North America and 
thousands of records sold, found-
ers DJ Grant Paley, guitarist Mark 
Penner and keyboardist Nathan 
Reimer have a new groovy vision: 
LeBeato.

The project has been building 
since MM wrapped its third re-
cord, Second Ring, in 2007.

After playing with Mayes' ever-
rotating band roster, guitarist 
Penner disclosed that LeBeato will 
be a much more concise effort.

“We [Paley, Penner and Reimer] 
became tired of always having to 
find new players [for the band], and 
really wanted to start something 
fresh, just the three of us,” Penner 
said over the phone last week.

The band's sound, which Penner 
described as a melding of the rap, 

pop and dance of the ‘80s with the 
more modern French house move-
ment, is indeed something fresh in 
Winnipeg.

The live show is a visual extrav-
aganza thanks to their frequent 
collaborator Skot Deeming, a 
Winnipeg visual artist, whose pro-
jections make the live experience a 
stunning feast for the eyes as well 
as the ears.

LeBeato’s first audio offering, 
titled Cherry Mix Vol. 1 and re-
leased this summer, is more of a 
mix tape than an album. The 16 
tracks included are a handful of the 
threesome's many influences and 
provide listeners with a sample of 
things to come.

For months the trio has been 
earnestly grinding through songs, 
preparing for their upcoming full-
length album. Penner expects it to 
be ready for release early next year.

“We're dealing with a consider-
able number of songs,” he said. “It's 
a matter of reinterpreting them so 
that they work with the album.”

Fans hungry for a new Moses 
Mayes album, though, may be in 
for a long wait. Now that LeBeato 
is the trio's primary focus, with 
the project becoming increasingly 
draining creatively, the future of 
Moses Mayes is uncertain.

“LeBeato is definitely taking 
over,” Penner confirmed. “We're 
not really sure what will happen.”

So you dance floor junkies out 
there, don't panic. LeBeato has 
your fix.

PicK a POP
Inaugural festival celebrates all 
manner of pop music
if Send + receive: a Festival of 
Sound isn't really your thing, 
don't fear: Pop! et cetera is here.
The brand new music festival, 
which began on wednesday, Oct. 
7, runs until Sunday, Oct. 18 at 
a variety of venues across the 
city.
in addition to performances 
by local acts like LeBeato, The 
Lytics and royal canoe, the 
festival includes performances 
by Montreal's young Galaxy, 
edmonton's Shout Out Out Out 
Out, vancouver's Minto and 
regina's Library voices.
“The initial concept for Pop! et 
cetera 2009 was to launch hum-
bly with a weekend of events 
and build on it the following 
year,” co-ordinator Mike B ex-
plains on the festival's website, 
Popetc.ca.
“well, one weekend turned into 
two, which tumbled into approxi-
mately 12 nightly shows.”
with popular pop music festivals 
already established in places 
like Montreal, it's about time 
winnipeg got in on the action.
“2010 will see more bands, more 
venues, all-ages shows and vari-
ous other components,” Mike B 
promises.
“This is only the beginning [so] 
please stay tuned.” 
For more info, a complete sched-
ule and a free sampler of some 
of the bands taking part, visit 
www.popetc.ca.

block rockin’ beats

 See LeBeato on Tuesday, Oct. 13 
at the Pyramid cabaret (176 Fort St.)
 The band will open for Shout Out 
Out Out Out. not animals will also 
perform
 Tickets are $13 in advance at 
Kustom Kulture, into the Music and 
the Pyramid, or $15 at the door
 LeBeato also plays the Lo Pub 
(330 Kennedy St.) on Saturday, 
Oct. 31
 visit www.myspace.com/lebeato

LeBeato loves MacBooks: 
The Uniter swears that we do 
not get paid by apple every 
time one of their products 
appears in our publication.

PhoToS CoURTESy oF GRAnT PALEy
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Saskatoon rockers 
play music 
inspired by the 
era of rock ‘n’ roll 
they like the most

mIKe dUerKSeN
volUNTeer STaff

It’s often said you shouldn’t live in 
the past – but that old adage doesn’t 
hold true for Saskatchewan rock 
outfit The Sheepdogs.

That’s because the four mem-
bers look like The Allman Brothers 
with their shaggy hair and grubby 
beards, sound like CCR with pop 
overtones and choose to indulge in 
records their parents grew up with 
in the earlier days of rock ‘n’ roll.

“We all like the music produced 
between 1964 and 1974 – the rock, 
pop and soul of that era. That’s the 
music we listen to, so that’s the 
kind of music we like to make,” 
bass player Ryan Gullen said by 
phone last week, moments after 
pulling the band’s tour van into 
Toronto following a long trip from 
New York.

“As far as looks, that goes with 
the music. I guess we all just want 
to look the part.”

Having finished recording 
their third full-length album one 
day before leaving on tour, The 
Sheepdogs are playing 17 shows in 
19 days. They’ll stop in Winnipeg 
this Saturday, Oct. 10 for a show at 
the Times Change(d).

But life wasn’t always as hectic 
for The Sheepdogs.

Rounded out by singer-guitarist 

Ewan Currie, guitarist Leot Hanson 
and drummer Sam Corbett, the 
band first formed four years ago in 
Saskatoon out of a common love 
for old music and a desire to create 
their own.

“We wanted a sound different 
from music out there today. New 
music is just so over-produced, 
over-compressed and over-analyzed 
to the point where they’re taking 
every piece of music and making 
it so that every instrument is per-
fect,” the 25-year-old Gullen said. 
“Every snare hit sounds the same 
over and over again, and the gui-
tars are processed through the com-
puter. We thought music recorded 

in the ‘60s and ‘70s had a lot more 
character, so that’s the style we were 
going for.”

To achieve that sound, the band 
uses old recording techniques such 
as using only two mics to record the 
drums.

And for their latest outing, 
they employed mix engineer Bill 
Moriarty, who is known for his use 
of vintage analogue gear and pro-
ducing warm ‘60s-noir sounds.

The Sheepdogs have also proven 
to not only posses a knack for 
heartfelt, old-time southern rock 
songwriting, but also a steady work 
ethic.

“An album should be an experi-

ence. Not just a couple of singles 
and a few shitty b-sides,” Gullen 
said about the stock the band puts 
into a record.

The band has released two full-
lengths and earned a nomination 
for best independent album of 
the year at the Western Canadian 
Music Awards for last year’s The 
Sheepdogs' Big Stand.

The didn’t win, but the week-
end wasn’t without any excitement. 
Gullen witnessed two teenagers 
break into Winnipeg singer-song-
writer Romi Mayes’ van.

When police arrived on the 
scene, Gullen gave the officers a 
couple of Sheepdogs CDs.

“These kids are in the back of 
the cruiser and the cops blast our 
CD as they pulled away,” Gullen 
laughed.

“They not only got arrested, 
but they also had to listen to our 
songs all the way down to the po-
lice station.”

 See The Sheepdogs on Saturday, 
Oct. 10 at the Times change(d) (234 
Main St.)
 The band’s third cD comes out later 
this fall
 visit www.thesheepdogs.com

The Sheepdogs might stick out from the other guests if you invite them to a garden party, but boy do they sure rock!

new dogs, old tricks

aaroN epp
maNagINg edITor 

You may not be familiar with the 
name Julie Fader, but chances are 
you're familiar with the bands she 
plays with.

The 30-something, Toronto-
based musician is a touring mem-
ber of Sarah Harmer's band, a 
member of Great Lake Swimmers 
and appears on Chad VanGaalen's 
latest release, Soft Airplane.

That means she performed on 
not one, but two of this year's 
Polaris Prize-nominated recordings 
– the aforementioned Soft Airplane 
and GLS' Lost Channels.

“I was a little nervous [at the 
award ceremony] about the fact 
that I was performing in two bands 
that were nominated – I felt a lit-
tle strange about that,” Fader said 
recently by phone from a diner in 
Revelstoke, B.C., where she had 
just ordered a breakfast of potato 
pancakes.

“But once I was there and 

[Great Lake Swimmers' and Chad 
VanGaalen's] tables were side by 
side, it was pretty sweet. It was a 
very friendly night.”

Fader is currently on tour as 
part of VanGaalen's backing band, 
which includes a stop this Friday, 
Oct. 9 at the Park Theatre.

The cross-country trek includes 

a smattering of her own solo shows 
in support of her debut solo CD, 
Outside In.

A multi-instrumentalist who 
plays the guitar, Wurlitzer, flute 
and melodica, Fader recorded the 
CD at home over the past few years 
with her boyfriend, Graham Walsh 
of electronica quartet Holy Fuck.

“It was really important that 
Graham and I recorded this album 
together,” Fader said. “Because we 
started it together, because we live 
together, because the songs were 
so personal and because it was sort 
of my first time putting myself out 
there.”

Harmer, VanGaalen, GLS' Tony 
Dekker and Erik Arnesen, Holy 
Fuck's Brian Borcherdt, Justin 
Rutledge, A Northern Chorus' Pete 
Hall, Hey Rosetta's Erin Aurich 
and Apostle of Hustle's Dean Stone 
all showed up to help out.

The result is a gorgeous, warm, 
bewitching, multi-layered record 
that's earned Fader the moniker 
“spectral singer-songwriter” from 
one music critic.

“It's a really, really exciting feel-
ing to have the record out there. 
The support I'm getting from peo-
ple is overwhelming.”

She hasn't scheduled a solo show 
in Winnipeg, but Fader is hoping it 
won't be long before she can come 
to the city to share Outside In live.

“You know who I've been pes-

tering is John K. Samson. I know 
he's working on a solo project right 
now – that's the word on the street 
– and I would love to play some 
shows with him. I'm such a fan, 
and he's the best guy and the best 
lyricist, and I'm hoping sometime 
I could maybe come to Winnipeg 
and play a solo show with him.

“But right now, that's just wish-
ful thinking.”

An accomplished visual artist, 
Fader is hoping to spend the win-
ter painting and recording her next 
album.

She's also looking forward to more 
shows with Great Lake Swimmers, 
Harmer and VanGaalen.

“I'm looking forward to my fu-
ture as a side-person,” Fader said. “I 
don't want to stop playing with the 
people I love, whose songs I love.” 

 See Julie Fader play in chad 
vanGaalen's band this Friday, Oct. 9 at 
the Park Theatre (698 Osborne St.)
 castlemusic will also perform
 visit www.juliefader.com and www.
chadvangaalen.com

Julie Fader is a multi-instrumentalist who plays the guitar, wurlitzer, flute and melodica.

Stepping off the sidelines into the spotlight
Better known as a side-person for other people's musical projects, Julie Fader strikes out on her own with Outside in

“as far as looks, that 
goes with the music.  
i guess we all just  
want to look the part.” 
- ryan GULLen, MUSician
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CoURTESy oF RyAn GULLEn
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tHe PAPS
not Looking for romance
elska music
The Paps are playing the Park Theatre this Saturday, 
Oct. 10. The four girls in the band, who formed under 
the ballsy moniker The Papsmears when they were in 
Grade 8, are now adults. Perhaps this is why going in, 
there was a slight expectation that the girls may have 
matured since their formative high school years. This is 
not the case. admittedly, their sound is as tight as ever 
and the album's producer, Brandon Friesen, deserves due credit. Don't get me wrong: 
The Paps can play their instruments well. it's just that the music sounds like it should 
be featured in a teen comedy, not a rock club. This band has potential to be rock stars, 
but the songs, lyrically as well as rhythmically, need guts. Guts is what made other brash 
riff-rockers, from the clash, to Blondie, to Sleater-Kinney, great. So Paps, show us you've 
got guts, we know you've got them in you.

- Sam hagenlocher

tHe DuSt PoetS 
world at Large
productive apathy
The Dust Poets’ fourth album is a masterful collection 
of folk and country songs commenting on such subject 
matter as homelessness (world at Large) and love and 
technology (Skeletons in your inbox). while the musician-
ship and songwriting is solid right from the beginning, 
the album really hits its stride with the cover of woody 
Guthrie’s way Over yonder in the Minor Key. The Dust Poets’ range of musical instru-
ments from guitar and mandolin to saxophone and clarinet, and their ability to play their 
instruments well, make for eclectic, bluegrass-inspired country-folk pop songs. codeine 
Dreams sounds like a Gram Parsons inspired alt-country ode to addiction and the desire 
“to be normal again,” while i won’t Set Down is a bluegrass number about restlessness 
and longing. The striking lyrics and honed playing make it easy to see that these folks 
have been playing together for quite some time.

- Brandon Bertram

CHAD vAngAAlen
Soft airplane B-Sides
Sub pop
it’s odd to attach a rating to a free, downloadable col-
lection of b-sides. releases like this usually get ignored 
for good reason, but calgary musician chad vanGaalen's 
extraneous material – songs left over from 2008's 
Polaris Prize-nominated Soft airplane – deserves to be 
heard. vanGaalen has offered fans nine straightforward 
gems that play to his strengths: grungy folk-pop with an air of mischief and an eerie 
fascination with death. vanGaalen kicks things off with an ode to winter biking (Stuffed 
animal), and before long, he's spouting off some of his most ridiculous lines: "i wish i was 
a poltergeist, moving through solids and spying on lesbians" (i wish i was a Dog). This 
collection features vanGaalen at his most carefree and immature, and that gives it the 
staying power of his best work. Download it now at www.softairplane.com and see him 
live this Friday, Oct. 9 at the Park Theatre.

- Jonathan Dyck

we Are tHe City
in a Quiet world
Independent
“in a quiet world … i used to have my health but now i 
am ill,” cayne McKenzie sings on intro from this Kelowna 
trio’s debut long player. Then they spend the next 37 
minutes healing themselves with a hook-strewn pop 
buffet as piano and guitar play off a backbeat that is 
almost impossible to resist. you will undoubtedly marvel 
at guitarist David Menzel’s singing into his pickups on 
Time, wasted and the cheery gang vocals on ...Big Lights in the Sky. Tom Dobrzanski (Said 
the whale), a man that understands piano, recorded this disc. it’s orchestral pop, in the 
vein of The carpenters or Jools holland-era Squeeze. Fans of coldplay or Ben Folds Five 
will easily find a home here. catch their gorgeous tones twice on Thursday, Oct. 15 at 
Music Trader (1 p.m.) and Sam’s Place (159 henderson hwy. at 8 p.m.).

- Lee repko

PinHeAD gunPowDer
Kick Over the Traces
recess records
chances are you have never even heard of Pinhead 
Gunpowder. who can blame you? This retrospective 
is 23 tracks in 43 minutes. raw pop-punk rock: snotty 
delivery, double-time jaunt and real melody. with great 
lyrics (from crimpshine’s aaron cometbus) delivered by 
Green Day’s Billie Joe, Kick Over the Traces is a great re-
minder of just how awesome he was before warner Bros. 
turned him into a poster boy for a hot Topic fashion punk generation. Songs of love and 
life and struggle delivered with grit and sincerity that span 18 years and 10 releases. This 
is classic mid-'90s pop punk that is refreshing to rediscover. Three new tracks from their 
2008 7” west Side highway also make the cut. i guarantee that you will be shredding to 
this well into next summer.

- Lee repko

Listen to the song cut n Paste Girl 
at www.uniter.ca

MUSic LiSTinGS

i've got Friendo in lo-fi places

calgary's FrienDO is not afraid to attempt new things. having 
played drums in wOMen, guitarist Mike wallace recruited his 
buddy henry hsieh, who plays bass in BeiJa FLOr and MOnKey, 
to handle the stick duties. with nicole Burnell of PUBerTy also 
playing guitar, they are set to release their debut album on cas-
sette only (!). if you haven't got a tape deck, don't fret – they 
will hook you up with a download instead. Thank you, modern 
world. check them out as part of the POP! eT ceTera festi-
val when they play with MinTO and Jicah at the Pyramid on 
Saturday, Oct. 10. you can see them do an earlier performance 
that same day at Music Trader.

dude, where's my gear?

DJ cO-OP has been energetically doling out good times 
throughout winnipeg for years, but with the recent theft of his 
turntables audiences may become grooveless. Fortunately, we 
all have the opportunity to attend a fundraiser/dance party to 
get him some new equipment. a bunch of his DJ buddies are 
already showing their support by rockin' the party alongside 
co-op on Friday, Oct. 9 at ragpickers. DJ's include FUTwerK, 
hUnnicUTT, D-LO JaMaLL KniGhT, MaMa cUTSwOrTh, L. LOn 
hUBBarD, DOw JOneS, MiKe B and rPG.

thursday, oct. 8

Saskatoon's DeeP DarK wOODS takes the stage at the Park 
Theatre with MayOr MaTT aLLen anD The LiTTLe BUDDieS 
opening.

POP! eT ceTera presents the LyTicS and TwenTyTwenTy as 
well as your regular GOODFOrM DJ's at the Lo Pub.

cheerinG FOr The BaD GUy at Degrees.

Brave new waveS at the Pyramid.

reaDyMiX with DJs Dan L and DiaL UP at Ozzy's.

Oh no! it's Kenny G at club regent.

BiLLy ShearS at the academy.

rOUTe 59 at the cavern.

KenT McaLiSTer plays the Times change(d) high and Lonesome 
club.

DaLe BrOwn at Shannon's irish Pub.

Friday, oct. 9

indie hero chaD vanGaaLen plays at the Park Theatre with 
openers caSTLe MUSic.

LiBrary vOiceS, in-FLiGhT SaFeTy and OLDFOLKS hOMe play 
the Lo Pub as part of POP! eTc.

DUDe, where'S My Gear? a fundraiser for DJ cO-OP with a 
plethora of local DJs at ragpickers.

F/aciOn launch party with musical guests OaK Tree, ThaT DaMn 
caSh BanD and DJ incOGniTO at the rudolf rocker. Doors 8 p.m.

DJ eUPhOria at academy.

DOc waLKer countrify the Pantages Playhouse.

There is a BiG aL BeneFiT at the Pyramid.

The MaGniFicenT SevenS play some tunes at the Times 
change(d) high and Lonesome club with STew cLayTOn.

whiTeMOUTh and DJ ZahOre at the royal albert arms.

DiTchPiG play a reunion show at the cavern.

narwhaLS at the Studio Gallery.

DavinPOrT at Shannon's irish Pub.

DJ eUPhOria at the academy.

heLen whiTe DUO at Mcnally robinson Grant Park, 8 p.m.

saturday, oct. 10

STyLUS' 20th BirThDay bash at the Lo Pub, with nOviLLerO, 
vav JUnGLe, MaMa cUTSwOrTh, haUnTer and DJ rOB viLar.

MeiSha anD The SPanKS release their album MMMaDe FOr 
Me with guests hOT Live GUyS, DOMenica and hOT BLOOD 
BOMBerS at the albert.

MinTO, FrienDO and Jicah play the Pyramid.

SheePDOGS take the stage at Times change(d).

JOhn PeeL Day at into The Music with DJ's all day.

The ThraSherS at the Standard.

FeeDinG The hUnGer is a winnipeg harvest fundraiser 
featuring QUinZy, SOnS OF yOrK and The PaPS at the 
Park Theatre.

verSUS The nOThinG at the Zoo.

The OMeGa Men at the cavern.

Sheer JOy play at Mcnally robinson Grant Park, 8 p.m.

DJ GaBe reaLiTy at the academy.

sunday, oct. 11

ThiS ciTy DeFecTS and SO hOLy heaDcaSe play at 
ragpickers.

aLL The KinG'S Men at King's head Pub.

BaD cOUnTry at The Standard.

monday, oct. 12

MeTaLLica at the MTS centre.

vinyL DriP wiTh JaMeS BrOwn at the cavern.

TOrnGaT plays a free in-store concert at Music Trader, 
8 p.m.

tuesday, oct. 13

POP! eTc. presents ShOUT OUT OUT OUT OUT, LeBeaTO and 
nOT aniMaLS at the Pyramid.

rODney DecrOO at the Times change(d), 7 p.m.

DeFLaTeD eGOS at Shannon's irish Pub.

Soul night with The SOLUTiOnS at the cavern.

TOny BenneTT at the centennial concert hall.

wednesday, oct. 14

MarK BerUBe anD The PaTriOTic Few at west end 
cultural centre.

USO PrOJecT + SeLFiSh, MarK TeMPLeTOn and eZeKieL 
hOniG play in eckhardt-Gramatté hall, 7 p.m.

LiTTLe BOy BOOM at the King's head.

anDrew neviLLe anD The POOr chOiceS at the Standard.

J.wiLLiaMeZ at Shannon's irish Pub.

chill night with FerrO MOnTaninO at the academy.

thursday, oct. 15

SecOnDS FrOM DiSaSTer, The inSiDeS and MiLDeSTOne 
at the Pyramid.

caMPFire niGhT at the Times change(d) high and 
Lonesome club.

GOODFOrM at the Lo Pub.

FranciScO LOPeZ performs as part of the Send + receive 
Festival at the Urban Shaman Gallery, 8:30 p.m.

reaDyMiX with DJs Dan L and DiaL UP at Ozzy's.

rOUTe 59 at the cavern.

The wiGGLeS at the MTS centre.

The chriS carMichaeL BanD at the Standard.

enJOy yOUr PUMaS, in reverSe and The earDrUMS at 
the academy.

The BLUe Man GrOUP Friday, Oct. 16 at the MTS centre.

yOUnG GaLaXy and BenD SiniSTer Sunday, Oct. 18 at the 
Pyramid.

aMy MiLLan Sunday, Oct. 18 at the wecc.

MUM Friday, Oct. 30 at the Pyramid.

nOMeanSnO Friday, Oct. 30 and Saturday, Oct. 31 at the 
royal albert.

The MiSFiTS Friday, nov. 6 at the Pyramid.

DinOSaUr Jr. with The PinK MOUnTainTOPS Tuesday, nov. 
17 at the Pyramid.

Gwar Saturday, Dec. 5 at the Garrick.

cD reviewS



www.UniTer.ca The UniTer       

arts & CULtUrE
OctOber 8, 2009

13

the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the helsinki fashion 
blog www.hel-looks.com. each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage 
individual expression and celebrate that you are really, really good looking. 
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Daniel
"My outlook on 
fashion lately is 
wearing what fits 
while promoting 
my individuality."

www.mgcc.mb.ca

If you’ve hit your spending limit,  
it’s time to fold. 

Like other forms of entertainment,  

gambling costs money. Enjoy yourself,  

but only play with what you can afford to lose.

aaroN epp
maNagINg edITor 

When Edmonton-based musi-
cian Mark Templeton moved to 
Montreal for a year-and-a-half, he 
thought he would make a lot of 
music while living in the French 
city. He was wrong.

“My time in Montreal was great, 
but at the same time, I found 
it a little more difficult, person-
ally, to become motivated to cre-

ate,” Templeton said by phone last 
week.

“I was a little surprised by that 
because I kind of expected that I 
would have more creative output, 
being in such a vibrant city.

“But that's the thing, I think: It's 
easy to take in a lot and coast, and 
not [create] a lot yourself in a city 
like Montreal.”

A renowned, experimental, elec-
tro-acoustic musician, Templeton's 
latest release is a 12” record he put 
out this past summer called Sea 

Point. The album features three 
songs from his latest CD, Inland, as 
well as three new songs.

Templeton will use those new 
songs for the first time ever as the 
basis of an improvisational live per-
formance when he appears at the 
University of Winnipeg's Eckhardt-
Gramatte Hall on Wednesday, Oct. 
14 as part of the 11th annual Send + 
Receive festival of sound art.

The University of Winnipeg's 
CKUW 95.9 FM is co-presenting 
the performance in celebration of  

the campus radio station's 10th 
anniversary.

He first garnered attention with 
his debut release, 2007's Standing 
on a Hummingbird.

Using acoustic instruments like 
guitar, banjo and violin as the basis 
of his songs, Templeton records 
various parts before chopping them 
up and splicing them together on 
his computer. The result is beau-
tiful, atmospheric music that has 
been described as “pastoral” but 
also “painterly.”

“On Hummingbird I chose to 
hide the sources a little more,” 
Templeton said of the difference 
between that release and Inland. 
“After it came out, I was a little 
more comfortable with allowing 
the instruments and the sound 
sources to breathe and come to the 
surface.”

Another difference is the use of 
voice on Inland. Templeton would 

record a very unpolished vocal 
track “then shatter it and pick up 
the remnants and pieces and put 
them in a new order” to create new 
sounds.

Templeton's works have been 
commissioned by organizations 
of contemporary dance, film and 
audiovisual disciplines. At times, 
Edmonton-based experimental 
filmmaker aAron Munson's vi-
suals have accompanied his live 
performances.

Earlier this year, the duo's on-
going collaboration resulted in 
the release of M. Templeton & aA. 
Munson: Acre Loss on CD and 
DVD. The project features visuals 
by both men, set to music created 
by both men.

“Acre Loss and Inland are both 
kind of foreshadowing the direc-
tion I'm moving into,” Templeton 
said.

“I'm interested in seeing what 
happens in the next couple years 
– what recorded works will sound 
like and how they relate to Acre Loss 
and Inland – because I feel it will be 
a balance of the two.” 

 See Mark Templeton wedneday, Oct. 
14 at the eckhardt-Gramatte hall at 
the U of w
 USO Project + Selfish (italy) and 
ezekiel honig (U.S.) will also perform
 Tickets are $12
 Doors open at 7 p.m., show begins 
at 8 p.m.
 visit www.fieldsawake.com
 Send + receive: a Festival of Sound 
is on Oct. 13-17
 visit www.sendandreceive.org

“i kind of expected 
that i would have 
more creative 
output, being in 
such a vibrant 
city. But that's the 
thing, i think: it's 
easy to take in a 
lot and coast, and 
not [create] a lot 
yourself in a city like 
montreal.” 
-MarK TeMPLeTOn, MUSician

edmonton musician Mark Templeton will incorporate music he's never played live before into his set in winnipeg at Send + receive.

CoURTESy oF M
ARk TEM

PLETon

Shatter it and pick up the pieces
edmonton musician brings his beautiful, electro-acoustic experimentations to the University of winnipeg
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Skateboarding is not a crime

Hundreds of people flooded 
the Forks in plus-30 degree 
weather late last month to 

participate in Skate 4 Cancer, an 
all-day skateboarding event aimed 
at raising awareness about the 
disease,

The scene will most likely be 
similar this Saturday, Oct. 10 when 
The Plaza, the skatepark at the 
Forks, hosts a skating competition 
called Sk8204.

With many people skateboard-
ing throughout Winnipeg, the 
skateboarding community has 
changed dramatically over the past 
40 years. It’s grown in popularity to 
such a degree that there’s even a co-
alition in place to give skateboard-
ers a voice.

Formed in 2006, around the 
same time The Plaza was being 
constructed, the mandate of the 
Skateboard Coalition of Manitoba 
is to speak on behalf of skaters in 
the city.

“[Politicians] pretty much forced 
us to do this,” says Cliff Heide. 
“Some skateparks were made 
poorly and skateboarders were sad 
to see that money wasted.”

In addition to being the director 
at The Edge, an indoor skatepark 
in the Exchange District, Heide 
is one of three founding coalition 
members.

Today, the coalition is made up 
of 10 members and five standing 
committees aimed at improving 
conditions for skateboarders in the 
city.

“[Winnipeg was] 15 years behind 
places like Vancouver and people 
began to notice and wanted some-
thing done,” Heide says of the co-
alition’s formation.

In the three years since it was 
constructed, The Plaza has become 
a world-renowned skatepark where 
the likes of champion skater Tony 
Hawk have tested themselves.

“Six years ago skateparks like 
[those in] East St. Paul and St. 
Vital were made on a modular style 
and stuff was built that couldn’t be 
used,” Heide explains.

Modular-style skateparks are 
built like a puzzle – the various 
components are poured and made 
elsewhere, then brought to the site 
and put into place. Skateparks built 
in this manner are less than ideal.

"The design of a lot of skateparks, 
like how St. Vital uses asphalt, that's 
terrible for skateboarding," says 
18-year-old skateboarder Wayne 
Truong.

Harsh Winnipeg winters cause 
the skateparks to shift and crack, 
making them look something like 
city roads in the springtime.

The Plaza, on the other hand, 
was poured on site and built with 
granite – something that will make 
it more durable and longer lasting.

“It was a big step forward and 
a huge turning point when [The 
Plaza] was built,” Heide says. 
“[Skateboarding] was accepted 
– people saw that the money was 
donated and [it] became an accept-

able activity for kids to do.”
The city’s changed a lot when it 

comes to skateboarding.
“A few years ago there were more 

lawn bowling sites than skateparks,” 
Heide recalls.

It’s a positive change because the 
demand is out there.

“Skateparks are always being 
used, unlike baseball and football 
fields that are often empty.”

Back in tHe day

Skateboarding in Winnipeg has its 
roots in the same decade as the first 
moon landing and Woodstock.

“In the '60s, skateboarding 
was more like a fad – something 
like a yo-yo or hula hoop,” says 
31-year-old Darren Haugen, a co-
alition member and creator of 
WinnipegSkateparks.com, a site 
dedicated in part to document-
ing the history of skateboarding in 
Manitoba.

“It came from kids cutting up 
roller skates and putting them to-
gether. They were archaic and not 
user-friendly at all, with metal or 
clay wheels.”

By Christmas 1965, skateboard-
ing had all but died off.

“It died out mainly because of 
by-laws and injuries. City council 
put bans on them so overnight it 
basically died out,” Haugen says.

It wasn’t until the invention of 
the polyurethane wheel by Frank 
Nasworthy in the early ‘70s that 
skateboarding made its comeback.

“It didn’t come back to Winnipeg 
until around 1976-77 and got really 
big around 1978,” Haugen says.

There were two private indoor 
skateparks at the time, Skywave 
and Paradise, both with teams.

“Those teams would come out 
and do demonstrations and were 
even sponsored by companies like 
Pepsi and Coke.”

Some of those demonstrations 
would include slalom, ramps, 360s 
and high jumping.

With skateboarding an accepted 
activity in the '70s, skateboarders 
would go out to national contests 
to compete, with Winnipeg send-
ing their own representatives.

Around 1980, “skateboarding fell 
off the face of the earth again” in 
Winnipeg, says Haugen – but five 
years later, it was back.

“Parents and teachers didn’t want 
you to skateboard. It had this rebel-
lious, fuck-you attitude,” Haugen 
says of that period.

It wasn’t just parents and teach-
ers who didn’t understand, though. 
Even skateboarders’ peers were at 
times against them.

“Jocks used to come down 
and beat up skateboarders,” says 
34-year-old Johnny Erhart. “Now 

you see the jocks wearing the skate 
clothes.”

Better known in Winnipeg’s 
skateboarding community as 
Johnny Skater, Erhart first stepped 
on a board in 1987 at the age of 12. 
He skated both street-style as well 

as on ramps, though the former 
soon became more popular 
than the latter.

“The big names in vert and 
ramp of the '80s couldn’t sell 
boards come the early '90s,” 
Haugen says of the increase in 
popularity at that time of rid-
ing the streets instead of big 
ramps.

In the early '90s skateboard-
ing still hadn’t reached the level 

of popularity it’s at in Winnipeg 
today.

“When I started skateboarding 
[in 1994], it wasn’t big,” says Bill 
Acheson, the 29-year-old spokes-
person for the skateboarding 
coalition.

“Growing up, you would hear 
about Johnny Skater and the spots 
he skated, and it would be almost 
mysterious. Back then everything 
was a little more legendary – a big 
difference from now, where every-
thing is in the spotlight,” Acheson 
says.

Haugen agrees that there’s been a 
change in attitude in recent years.

“Now that [The Plaza] is built, 
people who hadn’t skated since the 
'70s or '80s are coming out and 
skating the bowls and transitions 
they used to see in the magazines 
[when] they used to skate,” he says.

Erhart thinks skateboarders 
should realize how lucky they are 
to have so many options in the city 
when it comes to skateparks.

“It’s funny to see the kids com-
plain about what they’ve got. If 
only they knew,” Erhart says.

He also marvels at how far tech-
nique has come in terms of the 
tricks people are doing today.

“That would have been mind-
blowing back in the day.”

a community  
and a culture

Bob Somers, acting chair of 
the Skateboarding Coalition of 
Manitoba, started skateboarding at 
the age of 10 in 1984.

“There were a couple of older 
guys down the street [who were 
skateboarders] and we looked up to 
them,” he says.

In 2006, Somers was invited 
along with Cliff Heide and Sk8 
Skates owner Genico Aiello to sit 
down with Roller Sports Manitoba, 
an organization associated with 
Sport Manitoba, a not-for-profit 
entity dedicated to the development 
of amateur sport in the province.

Skateboarding in Manitoba falls 
under RSM’s umbrella and they 
were hoping one of the three men 
would become its spokesperson for 
skateboarding.

“We realized there was a lot of 
media going on around skateboard-
ing and we were concerned about 
not having a voice,” says Somers, 
a landscape architect who helped 
design The Plaza. Ultimately, how-
ever, Somers and his colleagues felt 
it wasn’t a good fit.

They didn’t want skateboarding 

With the construction of the skate park at the Forks and the forma-
tion of the Skateboard Coalition of Manitoba, skateboarding has 

come a long way in this province – but there's still work to be done

amIe SeIer
volUNTeer

new MaGaZine 
ShOwcaSeS 
TaLenT FrOM 
winniPeG'S 
SKaTe-
BOarDinG 
cOMMUniTy

Winnipeg's skateboarding scene 
is booming and a University of 
Winnipeg student has created a 
magazine to document it.
Justin Schafer, a 20-year-old 
communications and theatre 
student, launched winnipeg 
Skateboarding this past april. 
Printed on full-colour, glossy 
paper, the magazine showcases 
local skating, writing and pho-
tography talent.
“i started the magazine pretty 
much because the content was 
already there,” Schafer says. 
“There are already a lot of peo-
ple taking photos and whatnot, 
so i really wanted to give the kids 
the recognition they deserve.”
Schafer published the second 
issue in august. including inter-
views with Johnny Skater and 
local skateboarding pro Mike 
McDermott, all 1,000 copies 
Schafer distributed to places like 
Bar italia and local skate shops 
are now gone.
“The magazine's probably gonna 
grow pretty soon,” says Schafer, 
a native of east Kildonan who's 
been skateboarding for nine 
years.
“we’ve got a lot of interest from 
advertisers recently and all the 
money we make goes into the 
magazine. The more money we 
get, the bigger the magazine’s 
gonna be and the more issues 
we’re gonna make.”
The next issue of the quarterly 
publication is set to hit news-
stands in December. what began 
as Schafer's vision now includes 
a group of seven people that 
help create each issue. Schafer 
says he's always looking for 
more people to get involved.
“The more people the better, i 
always say. The more people that 
help out, the easier it is to run 
this thing and get an issue out.”

visit www.winnipegskateboard-
ingmagazine.blogspot.com or 
e-mail winnipegskateboarding@
gmail.com.

Bill acheson is the spokesperson for the Skateboard coalition of Manitoba, a group that 
advocates on behalf of skateboarders in the province.

Bob Somers (left) and Jason Kun are on the board of directors for the Skateboard 
coalition of Manitoba.
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getting oFF wHen tHe 
StoCk MArket CrASHeS
Puma has a new iPhone application 
available as part of a new advertising 
campaign for the brand’s underwear 
line, Slate reported this week.

while it seems like everyone has 
their own iPhone app now, this app 
is noteworthy for its practicality: it 
reports the stock market progress while 
advertising Puma underpants. when the 
Dow Jones drops a few points, a model 
drops her sweatpants, revealing Puma 
underwear. when the stock market’s on 
the up, the pretty young lady (or man 
– users can choose the model) starts 
piling on apparel.

The racy ads are shown in tandem 
with a stock market ticker, so wall 
Streeters can get their rocks off while 
losing millions. The overtly sexual ads 
take advantage of steamy content that 
couldn’t be advertised in more public 
places.

MAnSon ContrACtS H1n1, 
ContinueS to Bore AuDienCeS
Marilyn Manson is a recent victim of 
swine flu, according to MTv. Manson 
also pre-empted any witty remarks 
commentators might attempt by posting 
on his Facebook page, “i know everyone 
will suggest that fucking a pig is how 
this disease was obtained.”

The shock-rocker was recently on tour, 
spreading h1n1 germs through canada 
and the U.S.

Manson’s promoters, the Gillett 
entertainment Group and Live nation, 
have issued a press release denying 
his claim. his tour will continue, 
unfortunately.

FASCiSM vS. SoCiAliSM: 
tHe CHeSS gAMe
a 1909 etching, apparently depicting 
hitler and Lenin battling each other 
at a game of chess, will be at auction 
at Mullock’s Specialist auctioneers & 
valuers in england. The etching, made 
by emma Lowenstramm, is expected to 
get bids close to $100,000 US, despite 
claims that it misrepresents its content, 
artinfo.net reported.

The depiction – Lenin with a full head 
of hair and hitler appearing gentlemanly 
and intellectual – has drawn cries of 
fraud. in 1909, hitler would have been 
20 and living his pre-Führer hobo life, 
and Lenin would have had his familiar 
doorknob-bald head.

it’s quite a nice picture, otherwise: a 
battle of brains over a chessboard in a 
dimly lit room that romanticizes early 
20th century intellectual life.

 SHloCky novel PrizeD 
By reADerS in CHinA
a chinese translation of Da vinci code 
author Dan Brown’s latest muddle of 
a novel is being released chapter by 
chapter by an online pirating source. 
in china, where the official translation 
of Brown’s The Lost Symbol won’t be 
released until 2010, internet pirates 
are collaborating on translation of the 
work.

a website called yeeyan facilitates web-
users in working together to produce 
a translation of the book. according to 
PSFK.com, popular western books are 
often translated this way, including the 
harry Potter series.

The feat of large-scale translation like 
this demonstrates new ways that the 
internet is being used for collaborative 
information sharing in ways that 
continually evolve.

Fine Art ContrACePtiveS
The Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum in 
Madrid is producing a line of prophylactics 
packaged in wrappers featuring famous 
images from the museum’s collection, 
the Guardian UK reports. The condoms 
will go on sale in the museum gift-shop, 
where visitors can collect a rodin to 
keep in their wallet. One wrapper will 
feature British football superstar David 
Beckham, who is the subject of a recent 
video-art installation at the museum.

arts Briefs
compiled by c. Jordan crosthwaite

to become something monopolized 
by tracking records and statistics, 
setting up coaches and practices 
and holding events where the em-
phasis was on one person being the 
best.

“Skateboarding is more of a cul-
ture than a sport,” Somers says. “I 
think competition in skateboard-
ing is more about independent 
growth than it is about becoming 
the best at it.

“I say that knowing full well that 
there’s competitions in the world 
that are very different from that 
and are very much about being the 
number one skateboarder in the 
world. But, that is a whole other 
level than what we envisioned for 
skateboarding in Manitoba.”

That’s not to say skateboarding 
in the province couldn’t go in that 
direction, but for now, skateboard-
ing competitions are more about 
bonding.

“It really is about a lot of peo-
ple hanging out and having a good 
time. There happens to be money 
and prizes, but it’s [mainly] some-
thing that brings the community 
together,” Somers says.

He and his colleagues eventually 
decided to form the coalition in-
stead of affiliating with RSM. Even 
still, Sport Manitoba has been very 
gracious.

“Sport Manitoba was really sup-
portive of us – and still is to this 
day – and gave us a lot of informa-
tion to start,” Somers says.

In addition to speaking on be-
half of skateboards, the coalition 
puts on a variety of skate contests 
and tries to get more kids involved 
in the culture.

Somers hopes that skateboard-
ers can even develop skills in the 
scene that they can take with them 
as they move on in life.

“[We want to] make it so that 
skaters in Winnipeg can feel that 
there is some sort of future for 
them here, whether it be [learning 
skills] as a photographer or videog-
rapher,” Somers says.

“There is a ton of potential 
for what skateboarding can be in 
Winnipeg.”

tHe future

The coalition’s next big project is 
changing the bylaw in Winnipeg 
that prohibits skateboarding on the 
street.

“Right now, it’s technically il-
legal to skateboard to the Forks. I 
think that’s a problem. It doesn’t 
make sense,” Somers says. “I would 

really like Manitoba to become a 
real skateboard-friendly province.”

The challenge isn’t only in get-
ting non-skateboarders to side 
with the coalition, but even some 
skateboarders.

“It’s been the hardest thing as a 
coalition to ride that crest between 
being organized and being legiti-

mate to the skaters,” Somers says.
“Skateboarders over time have 

always stayed the same. It’s just 
the community around them that 
changes.”

For more information, visit www.
skateboardingcoalition.mb.ca and 
www.winnipegskateparks.com. 

“Jocks used to  
come down and beat 
up skateboarders. 
now you see the  
jocks wearing the 
skate clothes.” 
–JOhnny SKaTer,  
winniPeG SKaTeBOarDer

Pipe dream come true: Bill acheson rides a wave of concrete. The 29-year-old started skateboarding in 1994.

Skateboarder craig Dueck attacks a big ramp. 
although it's grown in popularity, it's still 
illegal to skatebaord on winnipeg streets.

JERRy GRAJEW
Ski
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FortyCreekWhisky.com

Double Gold Medal
San Francisco World Spirits

Best Canadian Whisky
New England Whisky Festival

Gold Medal
World Selection, Brussels

Highest Award
International Spirits Challenge,

London, England

Highest Score
Beverage Testing Institute,

Chicago, 2007

Tonight,
You Be The

Judge.

Rated #1Rated #1
DISCOVER FORTY CREEK WHISKY
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Local music magazine 
celebrates 20th 
anniversary with 
party at the Lo Pub

CINdy doyle
volUNTeer

A local music magazine that was 
once a two-page insert in The Uniter 
is celebrating its 20th anniversary 
this weekend.

Stylus, the program guide of 
CKUW 95.9 FM, the University 

of Winnipeg’s campus radio sta-
tion, will celebrate at the Lo Pub 
on Saturday, Oct. 10 with cake and 
musical performances by Mama 
Cutsworth, Vav Jungle, Haunter 
and Rob Vilar.

“Stylus' goal is to write about 
stuff that doesn't get written about 
much in the mainstream. And if 
we are writing about mainstream 
stuff, it's to write about it in a dif-
ferent way,” current editor Jenny 
Henkelman said, adding that the 
party at the Lo Pub will be a fun-
filled affair.

Stylus printed its first two issues 
as a magazine in 1989, but funding 
was scarce. In 1990 its third issue 
became a folded, black and white, 

two-page CKUW program guide 
insert in The Uniter.

In 1991, current University of 
Winnipeg Students’ Association 
outreach and sponsorship co-ordi-
nator, and then CKUW manager, 
Ted Turner, saw potential in Stylus.

He approached the Winnipeg Free 
Press’s Bartley Kives, then a sociol-
ogy student at the university, to be-
come Stylus' new editor and Stylus 
returned to a magazine format.

Turner attributes much of the 
magazine's early success to Kives.

“Bart was so instrumental and 
passionate about it. We had no 
budget and had to beg and find a 
magical way to get things going,” 
he said.

That year, Stylus put out four is-
sues with a circulation of 3,000. 
Today, Stylus is published bi-
monthly and continues to print 
3,000 copies per issue. At one point 
the magazine did go monthly but 
found the bi-monthly schedule a 
better fit.

Kives recounts a gap in the media 
for showcasing underground and 
alternative music scenes.

“We were all listening to Sonic 
Youth and Nirvana, but [main-
stream] radio was playing Poison 
and hair metal.”

Stylus filled that gap.
Local artist Eve Rice, also known 

as Vav Jungle, believes that through 
the magazine's innovative cover 
art and music coverage Stylus has 
always been a positive outlet for 
many independent talents, includ-
ing herself.

“They were a great support, es-
pecially when the chips were down, 
and I mean down, on electronic 
music in Canada. They had the 
sense to examine not only my style 

of music, but so many others.”
Turner confirms Stylus hasn't 

changed much in 20 years.
“That's the beautiful thing about 

it, it’s just grown. It still covers local 
and national, independent and un-
derground music. That's what the 
magazine does, just larger, better 
and in a more beautiful way,” he 
said. “Although, I love the way it 
looked backed then. There is just so 
much soul the way we literally had 
to scotch tape it together. We built 
it with our hands.”

Stylus has also been the start 
of many journalistic careers. Like 
the aforementioned Kives, former 
editor Jill Wilson works for the 
Winnipeg Free Press, while Stylus' 
original editor, Karla Hilton, re-
ports for CBC Radio in Ottawa.

Kives credits all of these people 

for establishing Stylus, along with 
Chuck Molgat now in Toronto.

Meanwhile, Henkelman cred-
its Stylus' continuing success to its 
publisher, the UWSA.

“If we didn't have them backing 
us up, a tiny mag like Stylus could 
never have survived,” she said.

“UW students should be really 
proud that a unique publication 
like Stylus is put out by their stu-
dents' association.”

Celebrate Stylus’ 20th anniversary 
at the Lo Pub (330 Kennedy St.) on 
Saturday, Oct. 10. Doors open at 8 
p.m. and the show starts at 9 p.m. 
Admission is $5. The magazine’s 
October/November is on newsstands 
now. Preview it online at www.sty-
lusmagazine.ca.

 Jenny henkelman 
is the current editor 
of Stylus.

Cin
Dy TiTUS

notes from the underground

95.9 FM cKUw campus/community  
radio Top 10 cD – albums
September 30 – October 6, 2009
! = Local content    * = canadian content 

tw  Artist recording label
1    *Black Mold    Snow Blindness is crystal antz   Flemish eye

2    *Gruesomes        hey       ricochet Sound

3    Dinosaur Jr.   Farm         Jagjaguar

4    Sonic youth    the eternal      Matador

5     neko case     Middle cyclone    anti

6    vieux Farka Toure      Fondo   Six Degrees

7    !Subcity         where’s the noise   Transistor 66

8    wilco  wilco the album  nonsuch

9    *Metric        Fantasies        Last Gang

10    !Other Brothers       Points of view   independent

"stylus' goal is to 
write about stuff 
that doesn't get 
written about much 
in the mainstream."
–Jenny henKeLMan

“DREW BARRYMORE
HAS DIRECTED A WORK OF

PURE GENIUS.”
AIN’T IT COOL NEWS

“WICKEDLY
FUNNY.”
Karen Durbin, ELLE

NOW PLAYING! Check theatre directory or go to
www.tribute.ca for locations and showtimes

AlliedUFW_OCT8_5X6.5_WHIP
Allied Advertising • UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG
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Infection Prevention ad 
Publication: The Uniter
Ad size: 9.875” x 7.5”

PO: 4500629138      

H1N1 and seasonal flu are expected to be present in the province this fall and winter. The following information will help 
protect you and your family from the effects of the flu.

Protect yourself and  
your family from the flu

Whether you have flu symptoms or not, you should always:
•	 Cover your cough by coughing into your elbow or sleeve, or use a tissue to cover your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing. Place 

the tissue in the garbage.

•	 Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after coughing or sneezing. Hand sanitizers may also be effective. 

•	 Reduce the spread of germs. Germs spread the flu and can live on hard surfaces so wash your hands frequently and limit touching your eyes, 
nose or mouth.

•	 Maintain your health by making healthy food choices, being physically active and getting enough sleep.

If you have flu symptoms, you should:
•	 Stay home from school or work until you feel better and limit unnecessary contact with others.

•	 Contact your nearest health care provider or visit your nearest health care centre if you have risks for severe illness or you are concerned that you 
may need care – especially if your symptoms are severe or worsening. Early treatment (within 24 to 48 hours) may be very important. 

•	 Go for emergency medical help or call 911 if you or a family member have shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, severe weakness, are 
dehydrated or drowsy and confused, or if you have an infant under three months old with a fever.

For more information
For personal health advice, call your health care provider or call Health Links-Info Santé at 788-8200 or 1-888-315-9257.

For more information concerning flu symptoms and risks for severe illness, please refer to the “Could it be the flu?” guide that was mailed to your home recently.

For up-to-date information about H1N1 and the Manitoba government’s pandemic plan, please visit the flu website at

manitoba.ca.

acclaimed one-
person play 
explores the life 
of winnipeg guitar 
legend Lenny Breau

adam KlaSSeN
volUNTeer

Writer/actor Pierre Brault and di-
rector Brian Quirt are about to 
bring a legend back home with 
their highly acclaimed one-person 
play 5 O'Clock Bells.

The play opens the Manitoba 
Theatre Centre 2009/2010 sea-
son tonight (Thursday, Oct. 8). It’s 
about the life of one of the all-time 
great jazz guitarists, Winnipeg's 
own Lenny Breau.

Breau was an innovator and 
pioneer in the world of jazz gui-
tar. He had unmatched technical 
and improvisational skill. Today, 
his praises are sung by the likes 
of Randy Bachman and Leonard 
Cohen.

Beau's personal life is as interest-
ing as his music. He was a seem-
ing innocent who became involved 
in drugs. Then his life was tragi-
cally cut short when he was mur-
dered and thrown in a Los Angeles 
swimming pool. The case is still 
unsolved.

The idea to write a play came 
to Brault after picking up a 
Lenny Breau album in a second-
hand record store. He put it on 
and had what he calls his "Lenny 
Moment."

“It was the most natural, inspir-
ing, honest music I'd ever heard.”

Brault became interested in 
Breau's story. What he found was 
a mass of facts and myths.

Brault wanted to focus on the 
whole of Breau's life, not just the 
huge dramatic moments. Brault 
says that the drugs and mysterious 
death are just a part of who the art-
ist was. He was a man as complex 
as his music, and Brault wanted to 
show that.

Director Quirt worked with 
Brault throughout the writing pro-
cess. They found that Breau could 
speak the most through his music. 
He became an unseen presence, 
with the audience only catching 
glimpses of him.

5 O'Clock Bells circles Breau, fo-
cusing on seven people who were 
most important in his life.

These people each represent a 
string on Breau's instrument of 
choice, the seven-string guitar. 
When played together, they create 
a harmony that is Lenny Breau.

“We are not dealing with facts as 
much as events,” Quirt said.

5 O'Clock Bells provides the true 
events of Breau's life through the 
different perspectives of key fig-
ures. Through this, the play also 
forces the audience to create opin-
ions on these events, bringing them 
into the story.

Brault and Quirt are excited 
to bring their play to a Winnipeg 
audience.

“There is a love for the arts in 
Winnipeg that is lively and invit-
ing,” Brault said.

Quirt said that they always 
hoped to bring 5 O'Clock Bells to 
Winnipeg.

He added that “one of the great 
treats” is when someone who knew 
Breau comes up to them after the 
play and tells them their story.

“There is so much of Breau's his-
tory [in Winnipeg] – a lot of peo-
ple who knew him are still around,” 
Quirt said.

See 5 O’Clock Bells from Thursday, 
Oct. 8 until Saturday, Oct. 24 at 
the Tom Hendry Theatre. Visit 
www.mtc.mb.ca.

Pierre Brault in 5 O'clock Bells.

Ch
RiSTin

A RiLEy

theatre PrevieW

A mass of facts and myths
GaLLerieS & MUSeUMS

raBBLe rOUSerS by PaUL rOBeS has an open-
ing reception on Thursday, Oct. 8 at Gallery 
803.The exhibition runs until Saturday, nov. 21.

F/acTiOn, a winnipeg-based art collective, is 
hosting a one-night exhibition at the rudolf 
rocker cultural centre on Friday, Oct. 9 at 8 
p.m.

The University of Manitoba's Gallery of 
Student art hosts BLOODLineS, a sculp-
tural essay of genetic impurity, by JOShUa 
PearLMan, until Friday, Oct. 9.

a LanDScaPe recLaiMeD by Karen warDLe 
opens Friday, Oct. 9 at Outworks Gallery. The 
artwork will be on display until Saturday, 
Oct. 17.

DaviD GarneaU will be in attendance at the 
opening of his show MÉTiS/SaGe on Friday, 
Oct. 9 at 8 p.m. The exhibition runs until 
Saturday, nov. 14.

hOrrOr FaBLeS brings an eerie atmosphere 
to ace art. hOwie TSUi draws upon traditional 
asian ghost stories for his paintings and an 
installation that resembles traditional kabuki 
theatre. There will be an artist talk on Tuesday, 
Oct. 13. The exhibition runs until Friday, nov. 13.

The 11th edition of SenD + receive kicks off 
its celebration of sound art at ace art on 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 5 p.m. There is an artist 
talk with heriBerT FrieDL of the University 
of Manitoba's Faculty of architecture on 
wednesday, Oct. 14 at 12 p.m. FrieDL has also 
impregnated the walls of ace art with a scent 
that gets released when you touch the sur-
face. Ken GreGOry's winD cOiL SOUnD FLOw 
at Gallery 1c03 also continues in conjunction 
with the Send & receive Festival runs until 
Oct. 31.

The cre8ery hosts encOUnTereD SOULS, a 
painting and sculptural exhibition by anDrew 
MareK, until Saturday, Oct. 10.

Paintings in the exhibition ciTy, TOwn anD 
cOUnTry will be on display at the woodlands 
Gallery until Saturday, Oct. 24. Featuring art-
ists ricK BOnD, JOhanne DUchaine, GeraLD 
LaPOinTe and aLeX SUPrOwich.

rOBOTS + US has taken over the Manitoba 
Museum throughout October.

The Plug in Gallery is hosting MicheL De 
BrOin's exhibition DiSrUPTiOn FrOM wiThin 
until Saturday, nov. 21.

The winnipeg art Gallery displays photo-

graphic portraits by yOUSUF KarSh. Some 
of the famous faces include Muhammad ali, 
winston churchill, audrey hepburn, Grey 
Owl and Pierre Trudeau. exhibition runs until 
Sunday, Jan. 3.

15 MinUTeS is a showcase of local art hap-
pening the first Thursday of every month 
at the winnipeg art Gallery. Local artists 
can submit their work for the series to art-
educator@wag.ca.

arT OF MUSic at the Folk exchange is draw-
ings, paintings, photographs and sculptures 
inspired by music. The show runs until 
Friday, Oct. 30.

PLaTFOrM centre for Photographic and 
Digital arts is pleased to present the group 
exhibition aS The SiDewaLK BLeeDS, on dis-
play until Saturday, Oct. 24.

TheaTre, Dance & cOMeDy

winnipeg Jewish Theatre is proud to pres-
ent David Gow's drama cherry DOcS. The 
show runs until Sunday, Oct. 18 at the Berney 
Theatre in asper Jewish community campus. 
There will be no performances on Oct. 12 and 
13. For more information, visit www.wjt.ca or 
call 477-7478.

Five O'cLOcK BeLLS, a play about winnipeg 
guitar legend Lenny Breau, will be per-
formed in the Tom hendry Theatre in the 
MTc warehouse from Thursday, Oct. 8 to 
Saturday, Oct. 24.

Funny-man rUSSeLL PeTerS tells jokes at 
the centennial concert hall on Sunday, Oct. 
11 and Monday, Oct. 12 at 8 p.m.

Groundswell's season opener The 
rehearSaL'S The ThinG is a chamber opera 
at the west end cultural centre on Tuesday, 
Oct. 13 at 8 p.m.

GOTTa LOve ThaT French brings heLene 
nicOLe richarD to schools throughout 
Manitoba from Oct. 13-16 to inspire children 
to use canada's two official languages.

Freya BJÖrG OLaFSOn opens the winnipeg 
contemporary dancers 2009/2010 season 
with performances of avaTar at the rachel 
Browne Theatre. Performances occur at 8 
p.m. nightly on Oct. 15, 16 and 17, with a 3 p.m. 
matinee on Oct. 18.

The Prairie Theatre exchange presents the 
world premiere of SOUvenirS by MicheLe 
riML. engagement runs from Thursday, Oct. 
15 to Sunday, nov. 1.
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Book revieW

Pale Blue Hope: Death and life in Asian 
Peacekeeping
ronald Poulton
224 pages, Turnstone press, 2008

lyNNeTTe mClarTy
volUNTeer

Opening with the words “A prostitute with her 
legs spread wide” is an effective attention grab if 
nothing else.

It could also be a metaphor about being stuck 
in something deep, likely a familiar position for 
a United Nations human rights lawyer in the 
Middle East.

In Pale Blue Hope, Toronto-based Ronald 
Poulton candidly and shamelessly describes his 
experiences in both Tajikistan and Cambodia, 
investigating political murders and peace nego-
tiations amidst UN bureaucracy.

This scrap-the-shit commentary is structured 
by the events surrounding the murder of Team 
Garm, a UN observer force consisting of four 
UN officials.

Though the foreign content is daunting, 
Poulton’s vivid and personal details make even 
totalitarian regimes and extremist Islamic oppo-
sition surprisingly understandable.

At the very least, the mere premise of the 
book is fascinating. Beneath vague and confus-
ing peace negotiations is a Canadian UN lawyer 
bluffing about UN jurisdiction and its ability to 
infiltrate Cambodian prisons.

Poulton also witnesses a civilian grenade at-
tack, describing what it feels like to still be trans-
porting wounded bodies two hours later, with 
the honesty to admit enjoying the strange sensa-
tion of hands sticky with congealed blood.

Not entirely death, gore and principles, 
Poulton writes from a somewhat detached per-
spective. With an ideal of having no one to an-
swer to, enough money to live on and the ability 
to move, change jobs and remake himself count-
less times, Poulton’s remarks are a sharp con-
trast to those you might hear from “poorly paid, 
highly motivated zealots.”

Considering most UN human rights morale 
comes from rejection of status quo, statements 
can easily become ironic, such as those from mor-
alist Richard Rorty, that "unlike us, those people 
are used to being raped and castrated." Though 
Rorty's sarcasm is poignant, such comments 
from Poulton are rarely found in the book.

Occasional simplistic generalizations like 
“Americans will do anything, anything at 
all, if they hate your guts” and “to punish the 
Vietnamese, the U.S. policy on Cambodia al-
lowed the Khmer Rouge to flourish” are bold 
stances that hint of bias.

However, more 
warranted critiques 
of the UN – like 
“criticized for in-
activity and com-
placency in human 
rights enforcement, 
when we finally took 
a step, we stepped in 
shit” – are supported 
by failure to sanction 
arrests, among other 
scandals.

Although at times 
heavy and sullen, 
Poulton’s ingenu-
ity and spontaneity 
lighten an otherwise 
grim reality.

Considering I 
barely even knew 
Tajikistan existed 
before reading this 
book, or that peace 
negotiations were 
being attempted in 
such a volatile politi-
cal climate, Pale Blue 
Hope makes for an 
incredibly interest-
ing read.

LiTeraTUre

JOhn BarTOn reads from his new book of poetry 
hyMn. The evening also features local authors 
clarise Foster and ariel Gordon. Mcnally robinson 
Grant Park on Thursday, Oct. 8 at 7 p.m.

winnipeg's rOBerT STerMScheG launches his 
translation of MaraBOUT'S SecreT: hUSSar'S 
LOve ParT 2 on Thursday, Oct. 8 at Mcnally 
robinson Polo Park, 7:30 p.m.

The launch of wayne TeFS new collection of short 
stories, MeTeOr STOrM, is on Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 
Mcnally robinson Grant Park at 8 p.m.

G.e.M. MUnrO is giving a reading and signing of 
SOUTh aSian aDvenTUreS wiTh The acTive POOr 
at Mcnally robinson Grant Park on wednesday, 
Oct. 15 at 7 p.m.

also at Mcnally robinson Grant Park on 
wednesday, Oct. 14, ShanDi MiTcheLL is reading 
and signing her acclaimed novel UnDer ThiS 
UnBrOKen SKy at 8 p.m.

chriS heDGeS launches his latest book eMPire OF 
iLLUSiOn at the rudolf rocker cultural centre on 
wednesday, Oct. 14 at 7:30 p.m.

PaULeTTe MiLLiS presents her book, eaT away 
iLLneSS, about healthy diets on Thursday, Oct. 15 
at Mcnally robinson Polo Park, 7 p.m.

aLL OUr chanGeS: iMaGeS FrOM The SiXTieS 
GeneraTiOn is a collection of photographs taken 
by Gerry KOPeLOw in winnipeg, Ottawa and 
Toronto from 1968-1970. The collection will be 
launched on Thursday, Oct. 15 at Mcnally robinson 
Grant Park at 7:30 p.m.

On Thursday, Oct. 29, Mcnally robinson Polo Park 
is holding a GraveyarD BOOK ParTy in hopes of 
winning neiL GaiMan's north american Graveyard 
Book Party challenge, which could bring the au-
thor to winnipeg. The party runs from 7-10 p.m.

Movie revieW

ode to a short-lived love affair

new film about poet John Keats 
runs the risk of falling into clichés 
but is ultimately crafted like a 
well-written poem

TImoThy peNNer
volUNTeer STaff

Bright Star
Directed by Jane campion, 2009
119 minutes
Now playing at the globe

Films centred on historical figures often tend 
to keep audiences at a distance, owing to the 
fact that the average filmgoer may not be fa-
miliar enough with the characters to care. 
This is not the case with the latest film from 
Jane Campion, the Academy Award-winning 
director of The Piano.

Bright Star, playing this week exclusively at 
the Globe, immortalizes the short-lived (and 
extremely chaste) love affair between the great 
romantic poet John Keats (Ben Whishaw 
of I’m Not There) and Fanny Brawne (Abbie 
Cornish).

The two meet and fall in love as Keats is 
struggling to make a name for himself in the 
world of 19th century literature. The pressures 
of society, most notably the seemingly inex-
haustible objections from both Keats’ best 
friend Charles Brown (Paul Schneider) and 
Fanny’s mother (Kerry Fox), plus John’s lack 
of substantial income, conspire throughout 

the film to keep the lovers apart.
However, this frustration seems to drive 

Keats forward and ultimately becomes the 
catalyst for some of the greatest poetry of the 
Romantic Era.

The film runs the risk of falling into the far 
too familiar clichés of the common romance 
and at times nearly trips on that precarious 
and extremely thin line. Yet Campion crafts 
her film like a well-written poem, gently guid-
ing us through the tumultuous emotional 
landscape of love.

The beauty of the film is unmistakable and 
at times breathtaking. Campion manages to 
capture photographically both the immense 
splendour of a pastoral painting and the ex-
quisite nature of Keats’ best poetry.

Interestingly, for all the evocative and ex-
pansive cinematography, the film is essentially 
one of entrapment. Campion constantly pho-
tographs her characters surrounded by door-
ways, framed by trees or pushed to the corner 
of the frame in order to express the oppres-
sive nature of a society that insists on the im-
possibility of these two desperately in love 
characters ever consummating their ill-fated 
relationship.

In a bold move, Campion gives Keats the 
final statement of the film by having Whishaw 
recite the words of “Ode to a Nightingale” 
over the credits.

The final refrain of the poem, “Was it 
a vision, or a waking dream? / Fled is that 
music: – do I wake or sleep?” is the perfect 
benediction for a film so wrought with ethe-
real beauty, so troubled by the temporality of 
life and so hopeful about the redemptive and 
eternal power of great art.

FiLM

wnDX, winnipeg's Festival of Film and video 
art, begins on Thursday, Oct. 8 with an open-
ing reception at Platform Gallery. The festival 
ends Sunday, Oct. 11. check out www.wndx.org 
for information on tickets and show times.

caLL TO arMS: The STOry OF The rOyaL 
aLBerT arMS hOTeL will be screening at said 
legendary venue Thursday, Oct. 8 at 8 p.m.

The One TaKe SUPer 8 evenT ScreeninG 
features over three dozen winnipeg Super 8 
films at the Gas Station Theatre on Sunday, 
Oct. 11 at 7 p.m.

GreaT eXPeriMenTS! JUST FOr KiDS is part of 
wnDX festival, airing Manitoba shorts for chil-
dren. Plays at cinematheque at 2 p.m. Free!

The reeL PriDe FiLM FeSTivaL runs from 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 to Saturday, Oct. 17 at imax 
and cinematheque. Featuring short and full-
length movies, it's Manitoba's only LGBT film 
festival.

enLiGhTen UP, a skeptic's journey into the 
world of yoga, plays at cinematheque, along-
side POe: LaST DayS OF The raven.

SUPPLiED Ph
oTo
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with J.williamez

good
& evilcrossword Puzzle 06

Solutions to crossword and sudoku will be printed in the next issue.

Solutions to October 1 puzzles:

Thinning the herd: 
The real solution to 
population control
Sometimes i get the feeling that we 
place too much importance on our own 
survival. i’m not speaking about the 
survival of our species here, just about 
the survival of individual members of 
our species.

Modern medicine, combined with 
unparalleled advances in technology, is 
saving and preserving human lives at an 
unprecedented rate. To put it another 
way, it is becoming harder and harder 
for people to die.

On the surface this might seem like 
a good thing, but with a little careful 
examination, i have recently come to 
see how misguided our efforts to save 
and preserve ourselves actually are.

it seems as though we have come 
to see life as a virtue in and of itself, 
regardless of whose life it is, or what 
they do with it.

conversely, the argument could be 
made that some lives would be better 
off if they were ended. Some examples 
would include adolf hitler, Joseph Stalin 
or Bil Keane. “Sure,” you’re probably 
thinking, “but these lives should only 
have been ended to save other lives.” in 
this case, you’d be right.

had someone killed hitler or Stalin, 
tens of millions of other lives could 
have been saved. Similarly, the sooner 
Bil Keane joins Grandma and Grandpa in 
the clouds, the sooner we can all pretend 
that The Family circus never existed.

But i want to take this argument a step 
further than the obvious statement that 
murder and The Family circus are pure 
evil.

in addition, we should learn to devalue 
others as well. if warning labels on 
everyday products are any indication, 
some people are simply too stupid to 
survive, no matter how hard the rest of 
us try to protect them from their own 
mental ineptitude.

For example, my girlfriend’s hairdryer 
sports the following: “warning, do not 
immerse in water.” i realize that warnings 
of this kind are mainly for legal purposes, 
but could we ever really fault a company 
for not warning people to avoid bathing 
with hair dryers? if anything we should 
encourage companies to avoid such 
warnings to thin out (and smarten up) 
the population.

The late great comedian Bill hicks 
was an outspoken proponent of 
hallucinogenic drugs. One of his best 
lines about the dangers of LSD applies 
equally well to, say, the dangers of 
operating a toaster:

“always that same LSD story, you've all 
seen it. 'young man on acid thought he 
could fly and jumped out of a building. 
what a tragedy' … what a dick! Fuck him, 
he’s an idiot. if he thought he could fly, 
why didn’t he take off on the ground 
first?”

if we spend our entire lives holding 
stupid people’s hands to make sure they 
don’t kill themselves by shaking a coke 
machine, we will wake up one day only 
to realize that we’ve wasted our own 
lives.

i say: Let them drink their free coke … 
Or at least try.

J. Williamez is a local musician 
who hopes you survive long enough 
to check him out Wednesdays at 
Shannon’s Irish Pub.

bESTCRoSSWoRDS.CoM
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Across
1- Organization to 

promote theater
5- Slammin' Sammy
9- "night" author 

wiesel
13- haircut
14- Loose fiber used 

for caulking
15- Quick sharp bark
16- One of two equal 

parts
17- Temporary paper 

currency
18- canadian gas 

brand
19- Belief in one God
21- Broke bread
22- Mariners can sail 

on seven of these
23- Underground part 

of a plant
25- Switch ending
27- Gesture of ap-

proval
31- cerumen
35- Seemingly forever
36- ailments of body 

or society
38- Fluff, as bangs
39- Draft org.
40- collapse
42- actor chaney
43- weeping
46- chieftain, usually 

in africa
47- "all The way To 

___", song by reM

48- Lord Peter wim-
sey's creator

50- Brothers
52- The doctor ___
54- corn syrup brand
55- respiratory organ
58- Ballet step
60- Photographic 

device
64- Bartlett's abbr.
65- Toss
67- enticement
68- Doing nothing
69- each partner
70- Bear in the sky
71- crucifix
72- canvas shelter 

used on camping 
trips

73- Dog-powered snow 
vehicle

 
Down
1- Zwei cubed
2- ark builder
3- One with a glazed 

look, perhaps
4- States as a fact
5- Pouch
6- Gumbo veggie
7- connected series of 

rooms
8- current unit
9- Billboards, some 

say
10- ___ majeste
11- ingrid's "casablan-

ca" role

12- epic narrative 
poem

14- Subtle absorption
20- Blubber
24- Silk fabric
26- Bran source
27- Quizzes, trials
28- Old Testament 

book
29- retract
30- exactly
32- Strong australian 

horse
33- all together
34- chemically inac-

tive gas
37- Smug smile
41- Tediously didactic
44- ruled

45- Decade divs.
47- equilateral paral-

lelogram
49- Little drink
51- Song syllable
53- Green
55- Den
56- Go back, in a way
57- ___ contendere
59- Type of gun
61- British nobleman
62- ascend
63- not much
66- Pc monitor

no sugar tonight: 
There’s no “turn-off” 
switch in our brains 
when it comes to 
sweet snacks

SagaN morrow
STaff wrITer

Conflicting advice regarding 
what we should and should 
not eat bombards us every day. 
Nicole Choptain, a certified 
holistic nutritionist (CHN) in 
Winnipeg, gives us the inside 
scoop.

“Sugar is the main thing [to 
avoid],” Choptain said.

The problem with sweeteners 
such as high fructose corn syrup 
is that there’s no “turn-off” 
switch in the brain. We keep 
eating more because our brains 
don’t get the signal to put down 
the sugar-infused snack.

Caffeine is also very hard on 
the body because of the ten-
dency of habituation. If we 
drink a few cups of caffein-
ated beverages every day for an 
extended period of time, our 
bodies get used to it. Once we 
have adapted to it, we don’t get 
that same burst of energy from 
the caffeine that we once did. 
We require more caffeine to 
achieve that same energy burst. 
Our bodies become dependent 
on caffeine, resulting in an un-
healthy caffeine overload.

Too much caffeine causes dif-
ficulties with being able to sleep, 
as well. This in turn can make 
us more susceptible to infectious 
disease.

“Sleep is number one for the 
immune system,” Choptain 
said.

In addition to adopting a 
healthier diet, deep breathing 
can be beneficial to achieving a 
good night’s sleep.

“When you breathe deeply, 
you get more oxygen and it can 
reduce headaches.”

Calcium is another way to set 
up the body for a restful evening. 
Calcium/magnesium powder 
can be bought at Shoppers Drug 
Mart for a reasonable price.

One scoop equals 300 mg of 
calcium, or the amount in a glass 
of milk. You can add a scoop or 
two of calcium powder to a glass 
of water before you go to bed 
at night. The chemical reaction 
of extra amounts of calcium in 
the bloodstream act as a natural 
“sleeping pill.”

Two more powerful nutrients 
for total body wellness are DHA 
and B vitamins. DHA is an 
omega-3 fatty acid that improves 
concentration, memory, learn-
ing and brain development. B 
vitamins are great for stress and 
for when we feel overscheduled.

Choptain encourages ev-
eryone to find time in the day, 
even just 10 minutes, to breathe 
deeply and relax. Shutting our 
minds off and not planning 
or worrying helps the body to 
calm down. We are better able 
to tackle the day if we take a few 
minutes for ourselves.

Ex-smokers in particular 
often have high levels of stress. 
The reason for this is that they 
once they quit smoking, they no 
longer take breaks throughout 
the day to have a smoke.

Those short breaks were 
enough to rejuvenate the body 
during a midday slump. The so-
lution, Choptain said, is to keep 
taking the break.

“But do something differ-
ent [than smoking],” she added 
wryly.

Nicole Choptain works at Inner 
Wisdom Nutrition in Osborne 
Village. Contact Nicole for a 
personal nutrition assessment 
($55-$150) at innerwisdomnutri-
tion@shaw.ca or 999-4946.

University of Winnipeg student 
Sagan Morrow writes a health 
and wellness blog. Check it out 
at http://livinghealthyinthereal-
world.wordpress.com.
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Family values
Local company shows 
style and substance 
through clothes

KaThleeN Cerrer
STaff wrITer

Winnipeg-based clothing company 
Unorthodox Clothing mixes streetwear cul-
ture such as hip hop and skate style into a 
continually changing and evolving brand.

Edward Generao, 22, initially brought up 
the idea of starting a clothing company and 
added Johann Generao, 28, Frendell Cano, 
27, and Glenn Generao, 27, to take on dif-
ferent duties of the business based on their 
individual talents.

“Frendell Cano on the business end, 
Edward Generao on customer relations, 
Johann Generao on marketing and devel-
opment and Glenn Generao on art design. 
We’re all family and equal partners,” Edward 
stated during a recent interview.

Glenn and Johann design the clothing 
after having discussed ideas and designs as a 
team. Being a family affair, arguing and criti-

cism ensues but is all part of the business of 
coming to an agreement.

Their inspirations derive from culture and 
everything around them.

“We're individually inspired by music, 
art, digital media, subcultures and design,” 

Glenn said.
Although their biggest customer group so 

far has been younger people, being able to 
cater to an array of styles and people of all 
ages is extremely rewarding.

“It’s been amazing and humbling to also 

see different age groups and people we don't 
know personally wearing our clothing out 
of the fact that they like it as well,” Johann 
said.

The fashion scene in Winnipeg has moti-
vated them to work hard as they’ve received 
positive feedback. They’ve met talented peo-
ple in the process who they consider mentors. 
They also feel fortunate people are support-
ing their movement.

“People look at Winnipeg as late in fash-
ion, but there’s tons of people doing original 
and amazing things.”

Currently they are in the works develop-
ing their fall/winter line, and are collaborat-
ing with Lennard Taylor.

Paying closer attention to the women’s line 
is something the guys from Unorthodox are 
concentrating on, as it’s an area they wanted 
to further establish.

“Expect to see the unexpected,” is what 
they said when asked about the upcoming 
line.

They would like to step out of their usual 
designs and try something different that 
people aren’t anticipating. It’s also impor-
tant to them for people to see growth in 
their clothing and art.

They have learned a lot from running a 
business and the guys of Unorthodox say 
that the highs outweigh the lows.

“It is very tough; we as a team take care 
of everything from the daily operations, 
designing and manufacturing, to deliv-
ering and distribution, to the financial 
aspect and promotion, while having day-
time careers,” Edward said.

“We like the fact we’re given opportu-
nities to inspire and make a difference in 
our lives and others' around us.”

As for future goals, they aim to ex-
pand throughout Canada and North 
America, creating new designs and acces-
sories as well as meeting more people in 
the industry.

“To grow as a company and continue 
supporting causes and giving opportuni-
ties to others we believe in" is something 
they always would like to continue doing, 
Frendell said.

Unorthodox clothing is constantly 
looking for new ideas and ways to design 
and make their dreams into reality.

“Our main goal is to eventually have 
people on their toes wondering what we 
will do next,” Edward said.

You can purchase Unorthodox apparel 
from Phat at Polo Park or visit www.un-
ortho.com.

*Available with a min 36-month contract. $39.99 monthly access fee applies to customers on an MTS Bundle. Visit mts.ca/mtsbundles for bundle information and conditions. Price of calling plan 
refl ects fi xed monthly access fee only. Subscriber is responsible for all charges, including but not limited to, airtime, access, hardware activation fee, system access fees ($8.95/month), E911/MRS, 
long distance, roaming, calling features, 411 and service/administration charges. Unlimited text messaging applicable in Cdn and U.S. only. Unlimited Internet and Email access only available 
in Canada (US data roaming $8/MB); Unlimited use is subject to MTS’s excessive use policy at mts.ca/exessiveuse.  Does not include wireless internet access gained by connecting your handset 
to your personal computer or laptop. Email accounts must be compatible with the standard BlackBerry Internet Service (not for customers who require BlackBerry Enterprise Server access for 
corporate email). Weekday minutes included apply to talk time only. **$100 off offer available with a min 36 month Student Deal contract on a Blackberry Storm only. Student offers available to 
students with a valid student ID. Limited time offers. Conditions apply. See Dealer for details. Trademark: BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, SureType®, SurePress™ and related trademarks, 
names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. MTS design mark is a registered trade-mark of 
Manitoba Telecom Services Inc., used under license.
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 winnipeg-based clothing company Unorthodox 
clothing mixes streetwear culture such as hip hop 
and and skate style into a continually evolving brand.
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