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While we try to have some important 
conversations in these pages, sometimes we need 
to get off the page and figure some things out in 
person. That’s one of the ideas behind The Uniter 
Speakers Series, which is put on by the Mouseland 
Press (which also runs The Uniter).

One of the goals of Speakers Series is to 
bring in thinkers, writers, activists – anyone with 
a unique point of view and a story to tell that 
our readers would appreciate – and to open up a 
dialogue. 

For our next Speakers Series event we’re 
partnering with Red Rising Magazine for an event 
happening Feb. 4 called “Indigenizing Media.” And 
while in terms of indigenizing our media, we’re 
certainly not the experts, we hope to be allies.

In the past few months, Red Rising Magazine 
has been such an undeniable force in the city. 
Their activism, creativity and ability to make 
media and take charge of their representation 
and interactions with mainstream media has been 
awe-inspiring. As young stakeholders in Winnipeg’s 
media scene, we wanted to follow their lead, to ask 
some questions, learn some things and open up 
the channels of conversation. 

We’ve had a great time working with the folks 
from Red Rising in planning this event, and gladly 
took their direction in choosing the speakers: 
Andrea Landry, Billy-Ray Belcourt, Michael 
Champagne, Sheila North Wilson and Kim Wheeler. 

We’re excited to gather together at Urban 
Shaman Contemporary Aboriginal Art Gallery on 
Feb. 4 to listen and learn, and invite you to join us 
as well. The event will run from 7 to 10 p.m. and is 
free and open to all.

 – Anastasia Chipelski (managing editor) and 
Margaret Howison (business manager)

SUBMISSIONS OF ARTICLES, LETTERS, 
GRAPHICS AND PHOTOS are encouraged, 
however all new contributors (with the 
exception of letters to the editor) must 
attend a 45 minute volunteer orientation 
workshop to ensure that the volunteer 
understands all of the publication’s 
basic guidelines. Volunteer workshops 
take place Wednesdays from 12:30-1:20 
in room ORM14. Please email volunteer@
uniter.ca for more details. Deadline 
for advertisements is noon Friday, six 
days prior to publication. The Uniter 
reserves the right to refuse to print 
material submitted by volunteers. The 
Uniter will not print submissions that 
are homophobic, misogynistic, racist or 
libellous. We also reserve the right to 
edit for length/style. 

3JANUAry 28, 2016//THE UNITEr

MOUSELAND PRESS BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Kent Davies (interim chair), Erin Yaremko, Jack Walker, Dylan Chyz-Lund, Anifat Olawoyin, 
Peyton Veitch and Victoria King.

For inquiries e-mail: board@uniter.ca

DOWNLOAD 
OF THE WEEK

VISIT UNITER.CA TO DOWNLOAD A SONG 
BY MOZART’S SISTER

@THEUNITEr@THEUNITEr FACEBOOK.
COM/THEUNITEr

PHOTO BY KEELEY BRAUSTEIN-BLACK

ON THE COVER
The Arlington Bridge’s future is 
uncertain as it nears the end of its 
lifespan for vehicle traffic.

CONTACT US »
General Inquiries: 204.988.7579
Advertising: 204.786.9790
E-mail: editor@uniter.ca
Web: www.uniter.ca

LOCATION »
room OrM14
University of Winnipeg
515 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
r3B 2E9
Treaty One Territory 
Homeland of the Metis Nation

Shanae Blaquiere, Reinaldo 
Contreras, Jean Floch, Sari 
Habiluk, Justin Ladia, Rachel 
Narvey, Luke Rempel and 
Peyton Veitch

CONTrIBUTOrS
MANAGING EDITOR 

Anastasia Chipelski  »  editor@uniter.ca

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Margaret Howison  »  businessmgr@uniter.ca

CREATIVE DIRECTOR 
Scott A. Ford »  creative@uniter.ca

NEWS EDITOR 
Palmer Fritschy  »  news@uniter.ca

COMMENTS EDITOR 
Tim Runtz  »  comments@uniter.ca

COPY & STYLE EDITOR 
Danielle Da Silva  »  style@uniter.ca

ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR 
Meg Crane  »  culture@uniter.ca

PHOTO EDITOR 
Daniel Crump » photoeditor@uniter.ca

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Simeon Rusnak » simeon@uniter.ca

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Keeley Braustein-Black » keeley@uniter.ca

STAFF ILLUSTRATOR 
Gabrielle Funk » gabrielle@uniter.ca

FEATURES REPORTER 
Thomas Pashko » features@uniter.ca

ARTS REPORTER 
Samantha Sarty » artsreporter@uniter.ca

NEWS REPORTER 
Shkelzen Miskiqi » newsreporter@uniter.ca

CAMPUS REPORTER 
Elena Spitcyna » campus@uniter.ca

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
Alana Trachenko » volunteer@uniter.ca

UNITER STAFF

PASSING 
THE MIC

A soccer player kicks it up during drop-in intramurals. (Article on page 16).



4 JANUAry 28, 2016//THE UNITEr

3) ISLAND COUNTER

“This is where I do all my consultations. (The 
customer and I) gather around the island and I 
have all my raw materials here. We talk about 
gemstones, we write down all our ideas. It’s sort 
of the design hub. Basically, it’s where all the 
action happens.”

4) SOLDERING TORCH

“I have my own mini-torch! I’d turn it on, but I still 
have to open the tanks. I just got new ones.”

5) GEMSTONES

“At the moment, I love oceanic blues, so I have lots of 
turquoise and opals. I also really gravitate towards 
sapphires and emeralds because I have a really good 
source for them. But I evolve as time goes on.” 

6) SCALE METAL

“This is a new thing I’ve been coming up with. It 
came out of working at all the folk fests in the 
summertime. There’s usually two. You wear one 
on each shoulder with a binding, and you get kind 
of a Trojan thing.” 

7) TOOL WORKSHOP

“This is where I do my wax carving, my 
sandpapering, stone setting. All my motors and bits 
are here. This is sort of the grunt work, maybe what 
people don’t imagine goes into jewelry making. 
Lots of sanding, metal dust, binoculars.” 

Words like “nature,” “organic” and 
“sustainability” aren’t necessarily what 
comes to mind when one considers the art 
of making jewelry. But jeweler Alexandra 
Tumanov is gleefully challenging those 
ideas. For the past nine years, Tumanov 
has been incorporating natural materials 
into jewelry through her shop, Regalia.

“It’s a jewelry line based on natural 
themes,” Tumanov says in her Exchange 
District studio, which does triple duty 
as a workshop, shop and personal space. 
“I use twigs, leaves, wooden objects and 
other organic matter, and I make them 
into metal. It’s a practice called organic 
casting.” 

In addition to using organic materials 
in her work, Tumanov takes design cues 
from nature as well. She hand designs each 
piece, ensuring that every item embraces 
the chaos of nature.

“I have a certain look,” Tumanov says. 
“If people like the look, they come to me 
and I make them one-of-a-kind pieces. 
Sometimes people will come to me and say, 
‘Could you do a heart like this, with little 
diamonds around it?’ Then I’ll recommend 
them to someone else, because they’ll do 
that much better.”

Tumanov also takes pains to make 
sure all of her materials are ethically and 
sustainably obtained.

“All of my metal is recycled,” Tumanov 
says. “All of my gemstones have an origin 
story. I know where they come from and 
I try to get to know the mines where they 
come from.”

1) SHOP

“Generally, people enter here and I try to have 
stock finished. This is all jewelry that’s ready to 
go. You can come through here, pick through 
things, I can do the transaction and everything 
upfront. It’s the showcase area.” 

2) ORGANIC MATERIAL CABINET

“This is where I store all the leaves that will 
potentially become metal. It’s functional storage. I 
can see right into it. I think (the cabinet) was a record 
player originally, but now it’s a secret kitchen.”  

PHOTOS BY SIMEON RUSNAK
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Far away, deeply imbedded in the darkness 
of space, a planet about 700 times the size 
of Earth spins with large, outstretched 
rings creating the mysterious sight that is 
Saturn. 

In order for our human brains to 
conceptualize the enormity of Saturn, and 
the cosmos in general, we have to size it 
down and present the information into 
something tangible, like models. 

Risa Horowitz took an artistic approach 
in creating these models while she 
interpreted and documented the planet 
in her work, Imaging Saturn (Modeling 
Views), which opens at PLATFORM 
centre for photographic + digital arts on 
Jan. 29. 

“I saw Saturn through the telescope and 
it blew my mind,” Horowitz says. “It made 
me hyper aware of how real it is, how far 
it is, but simultaneously cosmologically 
so close, in the larger scale of things. I 
became preoccupied with learning about 
the planet.”

Horowitz says that as a conceptual 
artist, she was able to explore Saturn 
theoretically alongside some scientific 

qualities, but aimed to find a balance 
between scientific accuracy and artistic 
interpretation.

“I did not want to create a science fair 
project, but a work of contemporary art,” 
Horowitz says. “This meant, to some 
extent, letting go of a sense of the necessity 
to stick to the facts and the data.”

Some of the work in the exhibition, 
while grounded in data, are not to be 
considered literal models, Horowitz says.

“My approach to the planet is unique 
and everything I come across is subject to 
my whims as an artist,” Horowitz says. “I 
decided, quite randomly, that I would set 
out to photograph the planet for each year 
of its orbit.”

The exhibition presents these 
photographs, which are accurate 
depictions of Saturn taken directly 
through a telescope, as well as a variety 
of models, including 29 kinetic sculptures 
of Saturn’s shifting ring-angle as it’s seen 
from Earth each year.

Scott Young, manager of science 
communication and visitor experience 
at the Manitoba Museum, says artistic 
models like these are crucial when trying 
to understand the cosmos.

“The real universe is big and empty and 
not very interesting, except for these tiny 
little bits,” Young says. “If you want to get 
a sense of what it would really look like if 
you were standing out there, you need the 
artist’s eye to interpret the scientific data 
and turn it back into what makes sense to 
us.”

As far as Saturn goes, he agrees that it’s 
one of the most captivating planets to see 
as a first time astronomer.

“Saturn is the thing we show people 
through telescopes,” Young says. “If you 
look at the moon, it can look like a picture 
in a book, and it doesn’t have that same 
three dimensional value. But the ring 
going around Saturn really makes it pop 
out. It looks almost unreal.”

To make Saturn and space seem 

more real, Young says science and art 
collaborate to make far away worlds seem 
more tangible.

Horowitz also says she likes that her 
exhibition will mix the worlds behind 
space interpretation, bringing astronomers 
into contemporary art while bringing art 
audiences into astronomy.

SUPPLIED PHOTO

Imaging Saturn (Modeling Views) 
has an opening reception at 7 p.m. 
on Jan. 29 at PLATFORM centre for 
photographic + digital arts (121-100 
Arthur St.) and runs until March 
12. There will be an artist talk Jan. 
30 at 2 p.m. at PLATFORM with 
Risa Horowitz. Both the opening 
reception and artist talk are free 
and open to the public.

Risa Horowitz’s Imaging Saturn (Modeling Views) is on at PLATFORM from Jan. 29 to March 12.

SPACE SHOWS
An artist explores the  
beauty of Saturn

SAMANTHA SARTY

ARTS REPORTER

@SARTYSARTY

Art from around the world

Starting Jan. 21 and running into June, theatre-
goers can explore art from around the world at 
Cineplex theatres. In The Gallery takes a high 
definition look at some of the world’s greatest art 
exhibitions to show off work by Leonardo Da Vinci, 
Vincent Van Gough, Henri Matisse and others. Find 
the listing of events at cineplex.com/events.

Ayckbourn Fest

The 16th annual master playwright festival, 
Ayckbourn Fest, runs Feb. 3 to 21. The festival 
includes stage plays and readings by 12 Winnipeg 
groups. All events celebrate the work of Sir Alan 
Ayckbourn, one of the world’s most popular 
playwrights who has written 79 full-length 
plays and won more than 35 awards. For more 
information, go to royalmtc.ca/mpf.

Music meeting

Manitoba Music is holding the third annual 
music industry gathering Jan. 29 to 31. Canada’s 
top music industry pros – including folks from 
labels, festivals, publishing and publicity – will be 
gathering in Winnipeg to discuss everything music. 
These experts will discuss the state of Canada’s 
independent music scene and give advice on how 
to succeed in it. Go to manitobamusic.com/jmm for 
more info. 

Genderfest

Genderfest Winnipeg is underway and goes until 
Feb. 20. The annual festival is a celebration of 
queer identity, history and culture. On Feb. 28 at 
6:30 p.m., CONSENT: Film Screening and Discussion 
on HIV criminalization in Canada will be shown 
in Eckhardt Gramatte Hall at the University of 
Winnipeg. For the full event listing, find Genderfest 
Winnipeg on Facebook.

Sport films

The Canadian Sport Film Festival is coming to 
Winnipeg Jan. 29 to 30. Two full length feature 
films and eight shorts will be shown. On the first 
day, screenings will be held in the Great-West Life 
Snow Lounge at The Forks. Screenings will take 
place at Centre culturel franco-Manitobain on the 
second day. Go to sportfilmfestival.ca for more 
information.

Indigenous health

On Jan. 30 at noon, AYO Politix is holding a 
brainstorming sessions for closing the gaps in 
urban indigenous health. The discussion is taking 
place at Neechi Commons and will focus on 
systemic gaps in Manitoba’s health care system 
and why health outcomes are challenged when 
it comes to indigenous youth and communities. 
It will also look at gaps in other systems that 
contribute to health. 

ARTS AND CULTURE BRIEFS
MEG CRANE  //  ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR   @MEGCRANE

Writers, contact the Volunteer coordinator: 
Alana Trachenko >> volunteer@uniter.ca

You can also stop by The Uniter office (Room ORM14 in the Bulman Centre 
at the U of W) every Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. for a volunteer orientation. 
We’ll cover the basics and give you more of an idea of what writing for 
The Uniter is all about, and after that you can get started anytime.

Illustrators, contact the creative director:
Scott A. Ford >> creative@uniter.ca

Volunteer illustrators are visual artists who provide some of the eye 
candy that goes along with many of our articles. We’ll send you an outline 
of technical requirements and a weekly list of possible assignments to 
choose from. This is a great way to build your portfolio!

Photographers, contact the photo editor: 
Daniel Crump >> photoeditor@uniter.ca

If you’re looking for variety, our volunteer photographers cover events 
as well as shooting fashion streeters, headshots and local landscapes. 
We’ll send you the assignment list and help you connect with the 
subjects. Get ready to share your photos with the city!

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
WRITERS
ILLUSTRATORS
PHOTOGRAPHERS

ARTS



Under the name Mozart’s Sister, Caila 
Thompson-Hannant records and arranges 
her own hypnotic electronic compositions. 

“I’m really aiming to make pop music,” 
she says. “It just kind of comes out a little 
bit twisted, or asymmetrical.” 

Giving her work the opportunity to 
go wherever it needs is a necessity for 

Thompson-Hannant. 
After starting out on the scene in indie 

rock acts Shapes & Sizes and Think 
About Life, Mozart’s Sister was a chance 
to take total creative control. Since then, 
she’s been honing her craft in order to 
transfer the sounds she envisions from 
her head out into the world.

“When I first started making music 
on a computer, it just sounded so bad,” 
Thompson-Hannant says. 

She says software for making electronic 
music are designed for easy workflow and 
take some time to get used to. “Getting 
something that’s rich and subtle takes a lot 
of practice.”

Since the start of her project in 2011, 
Thompson-Hannant’s noticed she places 
less importance on the initial creation of 
a track and more time crafting it through 
rigorous editing.

“There’s a huge creative component in 
streamlining and shaping things really to 
as much of an acute form as you can get 
them,” Thompson-Hannant says. 

She says she didn’t appreciate that as 

much when she was younger.
“I always thought that the real 

important part of creative output was 
the beginning, you know, catching that 
thing. And that’s true, but it’s the skill 
and the craft that carries it. I’m starting 
to really love that part of it.”

Thompson-Hannant is currently 
mixing a new record, the follow-up to her 
2014 debut album, Being. In this newer 
work, she finds herself exploring themes 
that she describes to be quite innocent.

“It’s all about wonder and love,” she 
says. “My previous material has kind of 
been about striving, which makes sense, 
but in my life things are calmer now. I just 
feel more comfortable in my own skin.”

Mozart’s Sister is a headliner of the Big 
Fun Festival and will be playing a show 
on Jan. 30 at RAW:almond. 

It’s not Thompson-Hannant’s first time 
playing in Winnipeg, having performed 
at the Windsor Hotel in 2014. 

“The show I played in Winnipeg last 
time was probably my favourite of the 
tour,” Thompson-Hannant says. “It still 

almost has that frontier town feeling. In 
a natural way, it sort of feels dangerous, 
even a bit wild.”

Big Fun co-founder and marketing 
director Lauren Swan describes the 
venue, RAW:almond, as “a beautiful 
structure in the woods.” 

“We wanted to have a really big, 
electronic dance party,” Swan says. “We 
knew we had to get Mozart’s Sister. Her 
stuff’s awesome.”

Thompson-Hannant says that when a 
show goes well, it feels to her like time 
expands vertically and horizontally.

“It’s a pretty crystalline and precious 
feeling.” 

MOZART’S 
SISTER’S IN 
FOR BIG FUN
Electronic musician joins in on 
Winnipeg’s winter music festival

RACHEL NARVEY

VOLUNTEER STAFF

@RACHELNARVEY

Mozart’s Sister is performing at 
RAW:almond at 9:45 p.m on Jan. 30 
as part of Big Fun Festival.

While the cold conditions of Winnipeg 
winters make some want to hibernate, 
the creators of Big Fun Festival are trying 
to get people out. 

“It’s always a little bit scary. I mean, if 
it’s -40, who wants to leave the house,” 
says Lauren Swan, co-founder and 
marketing director of Big Fun. “Every 
year though, we’re surprised at the 
turnout. Last year, we sold out venues, 
and people were waiting to get inside.” 

Beginning Jan. 27, Big Fun will bring 50 
bands to eight venues over the span of five 
days. The lineup features local talent across 
an array of genres, as well as out of town 
acts coming from as far as Austin, Texas. 

Swan says there’s a gap in the music 
scene in Winnipeg at this time of year.

“People are sort of slipping into 
that winter blues because it’s after the 
holidays. Now that Big Fun’s going into 
its fifth year, people know it’s there to 
look forward to,” Swan says.

The festival’s vibe echoes the overall 
feel in Winnipeg’s music scene.

“Winnipeg is amazing because 
everyone here knows how to make their 
own fun. Wherever we like, however 
we like,” Matt Foster, songwriter and 
multi-instrumentalist with The Crooked 
Brothers, says. “And that is exactly what 
Big Fun manages to do on a huge scale 
– genuine, beautiful events that feel as 
good as the people at them.”

One of Big Fun’s main objectives in 
selecting venues is to make sure they’re 
close enough that people can walk from 
one show to another. 

Swan says seeing people making their 
way from show to show gives Big Fun 
that festival feel. 

This year, on the Saturday, all venues will 
be in the West Broadway area. Some of the 

venues include Thom Bargen, The Handsome 
Daughter and the Sherbrook Inn.

For Swan, Big Fun has been the source 
of some great memories. 

“One of my favourite times was at 
an after party for the late show in the 
Exchange Community Church,” she says. 
“It was this insane rap show. Tim Hoover 

was performing, and he just started 
throwing McDonald’s cheeseburgers.” 

This year, will it be worth it to depart 
from the comfort of your fireplace and hit 
up some really great shows? Definitely, 
according to Swan.

With files from Anastasia Chipelski

BIG FUN IN 
WINNIPEG
Winter music festival tempts 
hibernators outside

RACHEL NARVEY

VOLUNTEER STAFF

@RACHELNARVEY

Close Talker The Crooked Brothers

Fist City Mozart’s Sister

The Ripperz Calvin Love

Novillero Yes We Mystic

Big Fun Festival runs from Jan. 27 
to 31. For more information, visit 
bigfunfestival.com.

ARTS
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CKUW TOP 20
January 18 - 24, 2016

TW = This Week    //    LW = Last Week   //    ! = Local content    //    * = Canadian Content

TW     LW     LC/CC ArTIST   ALBUM   LABEL

1          10     ! Various Artists  Love, Lake Winnipeg  Self-Released

2         2     ! Cannon Bros  Dream City   Disintegration

3         23     * Various Artists  Level Up: Live Sessions From CJSW CJSW

4         16  David Bowie   Blackstar   Columbia

5         21     * Colin Linden   Rich In Love   Stony Plain

6         17  Vieux Farka Toure & Julia Easterlin Touristes   Six Degrees

7          7  Balthazar   Thin Walls   Play It Again Sam

8         18  New Order   Music Complete  Mute

9         15     * Corb Lund   Things That Can’t Be Undone New West

10        24     * Kacy & Clayton  Strange Country  Big White Cloud

11         29     * Homeshake   Midnight Snack  Sinderlynn

12        6     ! Chic Gamine   Light A Match  Self Released

13        3  Deerhunter   Fading Frontier  4AD

14        12     ! The Unbelievable Bargains Exuberance Abounds  Transistor 66

15        11     ! Kazzoshay   Dreamscape   Self Release

16        20     ! Roger Roger   Fairweather   Self-Released

17        RE     * Metric   Pagans In Vegas  Mmi / Universal

18        30  Various Artists  Ork Records: New York, New York Numero Group

19        8     ! Autumn Still   When It Was   Self-Released

20       22     ! Sol Sigurdson  The Lake Winnipeg Fisherman Self-Released

By Ashley Gillanders
Methods of Preservation runs at  
Gallery 1C03 until Feb. 20.

Winnipeg artist Ashley Gillanders’ 
exhibition Methods of Preservation 
is presented as a collection of 
photographic sculptures. 

The term itself is a provocative 
and seemingly contradictory 
one. Basic cultural perceptions of 
photography (and sculpture, for that 
matter) seem to suggest that the two 
media are at odds with one another. 
Gillanders deliberately addresses these 
perceptions head-on to craft a show 
that, while aesthetically simple, is rich 
in conceptual commentary.

The basic premise of Methods of 
Preservation is fairly simple: Gillanders 
has photographed bits of house plants 
– be they leaves, flowers or other 
bits of indoor flora – printed them 
to scale and arranged the images 
into sculptures. The execution of 
that simple idea raises interesting 
questions. 

There’s an inherent commentary 
on photography and the fairly narrow 
cultural role it’s been assigned. At 
what point is a photograph no longer a 
photograph? How much manipulation 
can a photograph be subjected to 
before we consider it something else 
altogether? Why isn’t photography 
open to the fluidity of interpretation 
we permit other visual media?

In addition to commenting on the 
nature of photography, Gillanders 
also comments on the nature of, well, 
nature. 

By using images of plants in 
sculptures that are obviously 
manipulated, she creates an inherent 
play between what we perceive as 

natural versus constructed. Images of 
leaves and flowers instantly suggest 
nature to a viewer. But with each 
level of removal from nature – from 
photography to printing to sculpting 
and presentation – a new level of 
unreality is suggested. 

This is made doubly suggestive 
by the fact that the leaves and their 
photographed doubles look so similar. 
Both are flat, glossy objects, and one 
could easily mistake the photographs 
for actual leaves upon entering the 
gallery.

The authenticity of the 
reproductions raises other questions 
about our relationship to nature. 
Many of us keep houseplants, and we 
perceive them as being natural objects. 
But isn’t a houseplant just as much a 
construction as one of Gillanders’ 
sculptures? How much nature we 
encounter in our daily lives is actually 
constructed? A man-made park, a 
farmer’s field and a planted forest are 
all constructions. 

Our landscapes are shaped by 
human design, and we’re constantly 
reminded of the global impact of 
human activity through climate 
change. We view nature as separate 
from humanity, but is there any part 
of nature, no matter how remote, that 
isn’t in constant conversation with 
human manipulation?

For all the conceptual heavy-
lifting that Gillanders does, from an 
aesthetic standpoint, the work leaves 
much to be desired. Which is fine. It’s 
not the artist’s job to provide us with 
something pretty. 

But it’s worth mentioning that the 
printed photos of leaves really do look 
like printed photos of leaves, and not 
much else. There’s little attention called 
to photographic process, imperfection 
or anything to make the prints more 
than faithful reproductions. It doesn’t 
hurt the work necessarily. But it 
leaves Methods of Preservation feeling 
mostly like an interesting first step to, 
hopefully, future work from Gillanders 
that’s as provocative esthetically as it is 
conceptually.

SUPPLIED PHOTO

METHODS OF 
PRESERVATION

THOMAS PASHKO

FEATURES REPORTER

@THOMASPASHKO
Physical Copies
The Weird Boys Are Here
Sweety Pie Records

The first image that popped into my mind upon the first listen 
of the first song was the classic 80s movie time lapse “working 
together” montage, “Revenge of the Nerds” style. 

This is obviously retro 80s on purpose but that’s not a bad thing 
at all. The more you listen to it the more you feel the influences 
are represented beautifully. 

The sound is authentic new wave, high-energy post-punk new 
wave from the UK in 1982 to be specific. It’s on the electronic 
and V-drums sounding dance side of the genre but isn’t boring 

musically. Think Bow Wow Wow and Shriekback but without the 
African influences, and more stripped down. 

It’s never overly dark, mopey, or cheesey by any means. It’s 
fun. It’s what you’d get if you typed “quirky fun 80s new wave 
post-punk UK” into YouTube. This is a two-piece band. – just two 
dudes. Synth, vocals, and drums. 

“Weirdo synth puke pop Willie Dieminzzz Clint Frazier Two guys 
from that other band Shout Out Out Out Out Edmonton Alberta” 
says their Bandcamp page. I feel like John Lydon would be an 
unofficial third member. 

The EP has four songs and they’re all solid and the sound is 
consistent, noticeably full for a two-piece band. I can’t pick a 
favourite song after about 10 listens straight. 

I would love to see this band perform live. This is exactly the 
kind of band I would go see live in fact – the kind of band you can 
dance and have fun at their show, and still be weird with your 
weird friends. 

The lyrics and vocal delivery are fairly brilliant. Repetitive and 
rhythmic phrases, biting and snarky. One great moment for sure 
is hearing the lyrics “Another wasted Saturday, surfing on the 
internet” over deliberately 80s sounding, pre-internet, dance 
music. 

Gold stars, Physical Copies. You’re my kind of weird boys. 

- Joel Klaverkamp

A piece from Ashley Gillanders’ Methods of Preservation.

Joko Tea
Steamin’ Hot Cuppa
Independent

Steamin’ Hot Cuppa opens with a playful beginning of upbeat 
light-rock that is alive and illuminated. The calypso guitar and 
echoed keyboard style frames the first song that reminds one of 
a shimmery, boulevard beach day. 

Into the second song, “Dance Of The Reindeer,” we switch to 

an emo-guitar intro that makes way for a subdued breakdown 
mid-song. Then the band segues into jazz riff quickness and 
alternative monotone vocals that marry nicely with a 3 note 
guitar bit. 

Sleigh bells are the recurring anchor throughout this 6-minute 
song. Towards the end of the song we feel a jerky yet cohesive 
sound; If a song can be personified and described as lanky, this 
one is. The notes contributed by a xylophone-like piano sound 
are front and center to a backdrop of quick sticks, and patient, 
satisfying interchanging guitar parts. 

A tasteful chorus outro ties this long song into a sturdy knot 
before sending the sealed package down a burbling brook of 
drum stick sounds and guitar licks. 

The song “Things Do Move” keeps up a neat bell-piano sound 
with a chorus voice intro, slap drums and a busy snare and 
high-hat. The driving bass is the linchpin in a happy, hop along 
tune that allows the song to turn smoothly without restricting 
the high-note qualities of the album. A three piece outro send us 
off with a blissful floating mind. 

All in all, a nice album that gives us only a taste of what Joko 
Tea can do.

- Talula Schlegel 



It’s natural to crave a snuggle, especially 
when stressed, but finding a cuddle 
buddy can be a challenge.

Thankfully there’s a business for 
that. The Cuddlery provides non-sexual 
cuddling services for people wanting to 
find a soothing physical closeness.

Maddy Jantz has been a cuddler with the 
company for about a year, and says the job 
brings a great sense of comfort to people.

“One thing I love about the job is 
seeing how much people value when I 
cuddle them and how much it affects 
them,” Jantz says. 

Some of her clients haven’t been 
cuddled in years, and the experience is 
emotional for them.

“I’ve had people cry because it’s so 
intense for them. So that’s really great to 
see first hand,” Jantz says.

The prices range from $85 an hour for 
a completely clothed cuddle, and goes 

up from there for a skin-to-skin cuddle, 
where the cuddler wears shorts and a 
T-shirt for an extra $29.

Each session is videotaped for the 
safety of both client and cuddler and 
there is a client agreement that has to 
be signed stating the conditions of the 
cuddle service.

“A lot of people that I talk to about 
being a cuddler think that I’m naïve or 
silly to put myself in situations because 
there is an element of danger,” Jantz 
says. “It’s really frustrating when people 
assume that because I know myself and I 
trust my intuition.”

Jantz says there is still a stigma around 

the service because it’s so new but it 
shouldn’t be dismissed.

She says there are soothing benefits to 
connecting with someone via touch.

“It’s just a different kind of connection,” 
Jantz says. “I mean, on the internet you 
can talk to a friend online and it sort 
of satisfies one part of the need to be 
connected, but you can’t really easily 
obtain the other part of the connection, 
which is a physical connection.”

Dr. Beverley Fehr, a psychology 
professor at the University of 
Winnipeg specializing in interpersonal 
relationships, says being in physical 
contact with someone helps give people 
a sense of calm and security, particularly 
when under stress.

“We know that the need for touch 
is wired in, from intimacy onward,” 
Fehr says. “Research has shown that 
people undergoing a stressful medical 
procedure, for example, are better able to 
cope with pain if their partner is holding 
their hand.”

As far as paid cuddling goes, Fehr 
says the service would satisfy the need 
for touch, but wouldn’t be able to follow 
through with emotional support.  

“In other words, you probably can’t 
count on your paid cuddler to be there 
for you when you are most in need of 
comfort and soothing touch,” Fehr says.

Jantz agrees that it’s hard to draw a 
line between business and personal lives, 
but in the end still enjoys providing the 
comfort that only another body can offer. 

ILLUSTRATION BY GABRIELLE FUNK

CUDDLE 
CULTURE
Why we’re paying for touch

SAMANTHA SARTY

ARTS AND CULTURE REPORTER

@SARTYSARTY

STREETER BY ANASTASIA CHIPELSKI  //  MANAGING EDITOR

Q: WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE PLACE TO GRAB A BITE TO EAT THAT’S CLOSE TO CAMPUS?

AMOS KUNTA, AGE 26

STUDYING: BUSINESS AND 
NUTRITION AND ECONOMY

“THE LIBRARY (THE MALECON). I HAVEN’T BEEN 
THERE MUCH BUT I LIKE IT.”

THOMAS DEGURSE, AGE 21

STUDYING: BUSINESS

“USUALLY TIM HORTON’S. USUALLY A BAGEL, I 
GUESS COFFEE, BUT WHEN I END UP GETTING 
FOOD, THEN I GET A BAGEL.”

SIMRAN JOURA, AGE 19

STUDYING: CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION AND PSYCHOLOGY 
AND PHILOSOPHY

“FALAFAL PLACE, I COULDN’T STOP THINKING 
ABOUT IT, I STILL CAN’T. I GOT THE CANADIAN 
FALAFAL, 8 FALAFAL BALLS, HUMMUS TAHINI, 
SALAD AND SWEET POTATOES – A LOT OF SWEET 
POTATOES...IT IS PRETTY CLOSE.”

GRAHAM CALDER, AGE 20

STUDYING: ENGLISH

“JUNIOR’S – THE FAT BOYS.”

JILL SNIDER, AGE 21

STUDYING: GENERAL ARTS, NO 
MAJOR YET

“STELLA’S. I LIKE THEIR ROAST CHICKEN 
SANDWICH.”

JAMES NELLIS, AGE 22

STUDYING: HISTORY

“THE STIR FRY PLACE IN THIS CAFETERIA 
(PANGEA’S KITCHEN IN RIDDELL HALL). I LOVE 
THE STIR FRY.”

CULTURE
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ome of the city’s oldest infrastructure 
is up for renewal, and many are 
considering big changes to the 
shape of our city. Aside from their 

historical value, what possibilities could these 
old bridges hold for future Winnipeggers?

The Arlington bridge, built in 1912, spans 
the CPR Winnipeg yards and connects parts 
of the West End with the North End. After 
a series of studies and open houses, the city 
hopes to come up with a new plan to replace 
the bridge before it reaches the end of its 
“useable service life” in 2020.

That might not have to mean tearing it 
down, Jino Distasio, director of the Institute 
of Urban and Inner City Studies at the 
University of Winnipeg, suggests.

“If you look at the Jubilee bridge, the BDI 
bridge as people like to call it, (my) father-
in-law says they used to have two lanes of 
traffic coming at you. Now it’s a wonderful 
pedestrian bridge,” Distasio says. “We’ve 
got the old rail bridge at The Forks that is 
now a pedestrian bridge, we’ve got the one in 
Wolseley (Omand’s Park). We’ve converted 
rail bridges and automobile bridges in all 

kinds of places.”
The bridge has undergone many periods of 

major repairs, and was even cited as being at 
the end of its life before, in 1967. It took a few 
major hits in 2000 as well, with a set of train 
derailments that impacted the bridge’s major 
supports. It’s a piece of our infrastructure 
with a “storied history,” Distasio says – 
including some rumours that it was built to 
span the Nile River.

“Maybe there is some reason that we should 
retain it as part of an urban architecture 
piece,” Distasio suggests.

S

WORDS BY ANASTASIA CHIPELSKI
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Abandoned line near Route 90 bridge.

New ideas for old infrastructure

BRIDGE TO BEYOND



Continued from previous page. 

Abandoned line near Route 90 bridge.

Louise Bridge framing a railway line connecting Elmwood and Point Douglas. The abandoned line framed by the Route 90 overpass

Line running from St. Boniface to downtown with Winnipeg’s downtown in background.

The rail yards that flow beneath 
the bridge and bisect the city are also 
under consideration by a separate 
working group, who are studying 
the possibility of relocating them just 
outside the city.

In the early days of rail travel, 
Winnipeg fought hard to be part of 
the rail lines, to secure their position 
as “Gateway to the West.” Within our 
urban context, long trains can delay 
commuters, create a lot of noise, and 
require infrastructure supports like 
overpasses and underpasses around 
rail lines.

Former Winnipeg Centre MP Pat 
Martin supported moving the rail 
lines, and replacing industrial lands 
with greenspace or a new central 
urban subdivision. Current MP 
Robert-Falcon Ouellette promised 
to make securing federal funding 
to move the rail yards as part of his 
election platform. But Distasio isn’t 
entirely sold on the idea of scrapping 
the yards.

“I was pleased to hear the task 
force is not simply stating the 

position that the objective of the 
task force is to relocate, it’s to assess 
relocation,” Distasio says. “What 
asset does having significant rail in 
our city bring?”

The appeal of rail fluctuates with 
pressures created by the price of oil, 
Distasio explains. 

“It’s not that long ago that oil was 
way in the stratosphere and we began 
to think again more meaningfully 
about the long-term transition from 
oil to other sources of transit,” he 
says. “To have rail lines in our city, 
at some point, in a post-oil economy, 
might be seen more as an asset, or an 
asset lost, if we simply say rail is bad 
for cities.”

The old rail bridges, the simple 
and unchanged shape of train tracks, 
and the noisy beasts that lumber over 
them may look more like vestiges 
from a bygone era than a space of 
possibility for the future of our city. 
But perhaps in building a path to 
the future, we might consider not 
entirely scrapping the past.



The abandoned Red River Bridge in North Kildonan, which used to connect the Weston yards with the yards between Raleigh Street & Gateway Avenue.

Downtown Winnipeg seen from the top of the Arlington Bridge with the CPR yards in the foreground.

Details on the train bridge running from St. Boniface to downtown.The Arlington Bridge built to span the CPR yards.

The Arlington Bridge seen from the Trinity Street railway crossing.



LET’S NOT GET ATTACHED 
TO THE BAY DOWNTOWN

Each day on my way to work, I pass 
a monolith of the prairies known as 
Hudson’s Bay. The department store 
at Portage and Memorial is a massive 
structure that harkens back to the 
early days of Winnipeg’s commercial 
optimism. Today it sits nearly empty as a 
barren casualty of suburban sprawl.

To no one’s surprise, The Hudson’s 
Bay Company recently announced it will 
be scaling back operations, once again, 
in their flagship Winnipeg store. While 
HBC has spun it as a strategic move, “in 
order to improve navigation and enhance 
the overall shopping experience,” this is 
only the latest in a series of cutbacks to 
an obviously flailing enterprise.

If you ask around, The Bay 
holds special significance for a lot 
of Winnipeggers. Some have fond 
memories of special trips downtown 
to go Christmas shopping or eat at the 
Paddlewheel Restaurant. Others revere 
the building itself as an immovable 
feature of the city’s landscape. (I’ll 
admit that I have a vintage postcard 
depicting 1920s Portage Avenue on my 

living room wall). 
Still others are drawn to the company’s 

Canadiana with patriotic pride. Hudson’s 
Bay is an official sponsor of Canada’s 
Olympic team, and their “point blankets” 
(the white ones with coloured stripes) are 
an undoubtedly iconic Canadian design.

Whatever the appeal, there’s a sense 
of nostalgia surrounding the dwindling 
store. It seems that we think of The 
Bay’s store downtown as a tragic and 
unfortunate casualty of these changing 
times, our last tether to a simpler and 
more wholesome Canada.

But while HBC is undoubtedly a 
part of our heritage, sentimentality 
surrounding the brand is misplaced at 
best. 

The company was founded in 1670 
when King Charles II gave some British 
nobles exclusive rights to the resources 
of a land that was already occupied by 
various indigenous peoples. In many 

cases, the company was responsible 
for first contact between settler and 
indigenous peoples. By exchanging their 
iconic wool blankets and other items for 
furs and pelts, HBC was responsible for 
many indigenous communities shifting 
from self-sustainability to reliance on 
European products.

Even if we disregard stories of violence 
to accept the most Sunday-school-
appropriate version of the company’s 
history, HBC was in the vanguard of a 
state-sanctioned colonial project, which 
resulted in centuries of exploitation and 
cultural genocide. As it exists today, 
HBC is a U.S. owned corporation that 
still flaunts this legacy by selling their 
striped blankets for prices that only the 
most affluent consumers can afford.

To be sure, Hudson’s Bay helped 
make Canada what it is today. But 
rediscovering our heritage isn’t just about 
reblogging vintage postcards of local 

architecture and wearing striped toques. 
It’s also about coming to terms with, and 
making amends for, the travesties that 
allowed many Winnipeggers the relative 
comfort we live in today.

The future of The Bay building at 
Portage and Memorial is uncertain. In 
all likelihood, the cost of retrofitting the 
building for any other use will be higher 
than the value of the building itself. But 
however we move forward, let’s resist 
sentimental ties to exploitation. 

After all, what historian Peter C. 
Newman calls the “oldest continuous 
capitalist corporation still in existence” 
shouldn’t give us the warm fuzzies – even 
if their blankets do.

Tim Runtz is the Comments editor at The 
Uniter, an associate editor at Geez magazine, 
and an occasional bicycle mechanic.

WITH TIM RUNTZ @TIMRUNTZ

MIDDLE OF 
NOWHERE

ILLUSTRATION BY JUSTIN LADIA

THE COLUMN

Are you a hardworking writer who is passionate about 
news and events that affect the community around our 
downtown campus? 

The successful candidate will possess strong writing and 
interviewing skills as well as demonstrate a critical eye 
for news content. 

The News reporter will:
• Work closely with the News Editor 

• Pitch and write two 500 word news stories per week

• Provide leads/summaries for news briefs

• Work with the visual team to arrange for corresponding visual content

• Work well under deadlines

• Attend weekly pitch meetings, monthly section meetings and 
professional development workshops

The position begins on Feb. 11 and pays $100/week.

THE UNITER IS SEEKING A NEWS REPORTER
WE’RE HIRING!

Please submit a resume, cover letter and 
writing sample to Managing Editor Anastasia 
Chipelski at editor@uniter.ca by Feb. 7 at 
midnight, or deliver resumes in person to: 

The Uniter

ORM14 Bulman Centre

515 Portage Avenue 

Winnipeg, MB R3B 2E9

We thank all applicants, however only those 
shortlisted for an interview will be contacted.

*Mouseland Press strives to be an equitable 
employer and will prioritize qualified applicants 
who belong to marginalized groups. Qualified 
applicants who study at or are alumni of The 
University of Winnipeg will also be given priority*
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More helping hands will be out on 
the streets to assist Winnipeg’s most 
vulnerable.

The Downtown Winnipeg BIZ will 
add two employees to its Community 
Homeless Assistance Team (CHAT) 
program – increasing its team to five – 
thanks to a $120,000 grant from Manitoba 
Liquor and Lotteries (MLL). 

“Adding more staff allows us to 
engage more people on the streets,” 
Stefano Grande, executive director of the 
Downtown Winnipeg BIZ, says. 

The funding will now allow CHAT 
to manage 220 clients, up from 120, 
according to a media release from the 
Downtown Winnipeg BIZ.

“The main objective of our staff, who 
are outreach workers, is to help the most 
chronic hard-to-house homeless people in 
our downtown.” 

“Some have been banned from social 
service agencies, others are just not 

wanting to be a part of that system and are 
meandering downtown and need help.”

Launched in 2013, the CHAT program 
has focused on helping individuals 
without a home or on the verge of losing 
their homes, and people with mental 
health and addiction issues. The initiative 
aims to help transition people to stable 
housing, employment and education. 

“People who are at risk of being 
homeless or are homeless but have 
significant challenges associated with 
substance abuse, mental health issues and 
individuals who are arrested every day 
because of public intoxication.”

Bev Mehmel, director of corporate 
social responsibility at MLL, says the 
organization was excited to learn about 
the CHAT program.

“Many of the issues facing our 
downtown today are social issues. The 
people who live on our streets who are 
homeless or experience mental health/

addictions issues are vulnerable people 
and need support.”

“As strong supporters of Downtown 
BIZ, we were pleased to be able to play a 
role in this important initiative,” Mehmel 
says.

The CHAT program will aim to help 
supplement the individual grassroots 
initiatives started by Winnipeggers 
looking to help on their own. 

Jennifer Hamilton, a freelance artist 
and founder of the Warm Like Toast 
(WLT) project, helps people stay warm 
over the winter by bringing together a 
group of volunteers to distribute winter 
clothing, food and hot drinks to people 
in need. 

“I had such an amazing experience 
meeting people and having a direct effect 
on their day that it really stuck with me 
and I knew I wanted to do something like 
it again,” Hamilton says.

Hamilton previously volunteered with 

Chili from the Heart project, a similar 
grassroots initiative that is no longer 
active. 

“It really doesn’t take much to make 
a difference in someone’s life, even if 
it’s just a moment, or a meal. Every bit 
counts and the more we all do the better 
our community and the world becomes,” 
Hamilton adds.

“Everyone expresses their thanks, even 
with hugs sometimes. Once we had a 
younger man entertain us with a Joker 
impression in exchange for the things we 
were giving him.”

Helping those in need doesn’t always 
mean you have to be physically there.

“Find something that you’re comfortable 
with. That’s what is great about Warm 
Like Toast; you can stay home and knit 
a scarf and you are taking part. You can 
collect travel-sized shampoos...and you’re 
taking part,” Hamilton says.

PHOTOS BY DANIEL CRUMP

Jen Paterson of Warm Like Toast hands out hot chocolate, baked goods and warm clothing to those in need.

BIZ EXTENDS 
ITS REACH
Downtown Winnipeg BIZ adds 
two to homeless outreach staff

SHKELZEN MISKIQI

NEWS REPORTER

@SHKELMIS

NEWS BRIEFS
UWSA elections

From Feb. 1 till Feb. 12 nominations are open for the 
UWSA general elections. Forms will be available 
in the UWSA offices 0R30 and Index, first floor 
Lockhart by the HIVE. Campaigns begin on Feb. 
22 and voting will take place from Feb. 29 to Mar. 
2. For more information please contact the Chief 
Elections Commissioner: cec@theuwsa.ca.
 

Refugee donation drive

Ram Wools Yarn Co-op on Portage Avenue received 
more than 1,000 pairs of mittens, hats, parkas, and 
household items for new refugees in Manitoba. 
The group aims to collect a total of 2,000 items, 
from hand-knit and store-bought winter gear, to 
household items like plates and cutlery. Everything 
can be dropped off at the store’s downtown 
location, 989 Portage Ave.

Smelly St. B

St. Boniface city councillor Matt Allard has 
received more than 200 submissions to stbsmell.
ca, a website he founded in April 2015 to chronicle 
area odour complaints. Manitoba Conservation 
will investigate the claims after five complaints 
about one incident. The Loveday mushroom plant 
and the Darling International (formerly Rothsay) 
animal rendering plant have received the most 

complaints. 

Fat bikes at Fort Whyte

About 85 cyclists competed in the province’s first-
ever fat bike race at FortWhyte Alive on Jan. 24. 
The ‘Winnipeg Whyteout’ featured racers pedaling 
through the forest at FortWhyte Alive in either a 
10 km, 30 km, 40 km race. The bicycle with very 
fat tires is popular with winter cyclists, as it more 
easily tackles terrain such as snow. 

Forks programming back on

Colder temperatures have secured some formerly 
up-in-the-air winter programming at The Forks. 
Mild weather delayed the construction of the Red 
River Mutual Trail on the Red and Assiniboine 
Rivers until last week and organizers of the 
first-ever Great Ice Show, which brought in 40 ice 
sculptors from China, is now set to open on time. 
Visit theforks.com for more info. 

Fix ‘em February

The Winnipeg Humane Society is offering 500 
people the chance to spay or neuter their 
cats for $5 throughout the month of February. 
The discount will be offered on a first-come, 
first-served basis in an effort to make a dent in 
cat overpopulation. The procedures normally 
cost $25 at the WHS outside of the promotion. 
Cat owners can book a time by visiting 
winnipeghumanesociety.ca

PALMER FRITSCHY  //  NEWS EDITOR
@PALMERFRITSCHY

Midwinter Blitz Pop-up Sale
January 30 to February 13

• High end, like-new fashions for women and men

• Winter wear, formal, business and casual 

• Boutique quality - Thrift prices

• Private shopping for groups of 10 or more: contact  
paulathriftstore@hotmail.com

• Buy 2 items get third Item (least expensive) free!

130 SHErBrOOK STrEET, 10AM TO 5PM, THUrSDAyS OPEN UNTIL 8PM

CITY

CASH AND CrEDIT ONLy  -  SOrry NO DEBIT

With each $5 dollars spent you will be entered 
to win a full length reversible fur coat! 

Perfect for you or perfect for your Valentine! Draw on Feb 12 at noon!



On Jan. 15, the 180-page report of the 
Every Teacher Project  was released, 
a study spearheaded by University of 
Winnipeg (U of W) cross-appointed 
education and rhetoric professor, Dr. 
Catherine Taylor. 

The Every Teacher Project study 
called on educators throughout Canada 
from kindergarten to Grade 12 to share 
their feedback on whether they felt their 
schools were safe and inclusive for people 
who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender or queer.  

The initial goal of the study was to get 
750 teachers to respond to the survey, a 
number they exceeded by 2,650. A total 
of 3,400 teachers contributed to make the 
study the largest of its kind worldwide to 
date. 

“The Every Teacher Project report 
is the voice of Canada’s teachers saying 

‘enough already,’” Dr. Catherine Taylor 
says. 

Some of the study’s key findings were 
that 97 per cent of teachers rated their 
school as safe for students, but only 
70 per cent felt their school were safe 
for LGBTQ students, and only 50 per 
cent felt that their schools were safe for 
transgender students.

A widespread awareness of exclusion 
and harassment of LGBTQ students, 
which ranged from homophobic remarks 
to physical and sexual assault, was found.

Two-thirds of teachers were aware 
their colleagues were harassed because 
they identified as LGBTQ and only a 
few LGBTQ teachers were able to express 
their sexual orientation openly in their 

school.
Lack of leadership and training 

resources being available was the 
main factor for teachers not practising 
LGBTQ-inclusive education. 

The Every Teacher Project was led 
by five researchers –  Dr. Catherine 
Taylor (U of W), Dr. Elizabeth Meyer 
(University of Colorado Boulder), Dr. 
Tracy Peter (U of M), Dr. Janice Ristock 
(U of M) and Dr. Donn Short (U of M). 

The funding for the study was provided 
by the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council and was sponsored by 
The Manitoba Teachers’ Society, the U of 
W, the University of Manitoba and Egale 
Canada-Human Rights Trust.

Dr. Short, a playwright, author and 

associate professor of law at U of M, 
wrote the final report for The Every 
Teacher Project.

“I’m really glad we were able to 
produce data about teachers’ support of 
LGBTQ-inclusive education practices in 
a Canadian context,” Dr. Short says.

“There’s much that seems obvious to 
me, but you really need data to support 
calls for policies and proposals and 
the kind of work that needs to be done 
to make schools a place that’s safe for 
LGBTQ students, where they can feel 
connected to their schools and where 
they are embraced – not just recognized.”

During her speech at the project’s 
standing-room only media event at 
Convocation Hall at U of W, Dr. Taylor 
touched on her battle with homophobia.

“Homophobia is like a Red River 
flood. It’s widespread and it does a lot of 
awful damage. But it’s not necessarily all 
that deep and it doesn’t take that much to 
turn things around.” 

SUPPLIED PHOTO

CLASSROOMS 
IN THE CLOSET
Largest educational 
LGBTQ inclusiveness study 
releases results

SHKELZEN MISKIQI

NEWS REPORTER

@SHKELMIS

The final report for the Every Teacher Project was just released. 

AGE: 36.

AREA OF RESEARCH: Experimental Literature and Film with a Canadian focus.

NUMBER OF PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS: I have one peer-reviewed 
book and two peer-reviewed essays and then 1,000-plus other things including 
many other essays and four other books.

LOWEST GRADE IN UNIVERSITY: F in math. It was one of those things where I 
thought I was doing better than I was and it was all weighted at the end of the class.

MEANING OF LIFE IN SHORT: 42.

STUDENT PET PEEVE: Not taking university seriously. They often don’t realize 
that this is the time of their life where they have the most freedom and they 
should take it seriously.

CELEBRITY CRUSH: I don’t even know who is a celebrity anymore! I guess if I 
had to pick, it would be Tina Fey.

PHOTO BY SIMEON RUSNAK

Grunge music had a big impact on Dr. 
Jonathan Ball’s writing career. Before 
there was internet to look up song lyrics, 
he would write out the words to his 
favourite grunge songs. Because grunge-
style singing can be hard to interpret, Ball 
found his lyrics to be completely different 
than that of the artists.

“I remember liking my lyrics – what 
I thought they were saying – better than 
the actual lyrics, so I got into writing that 
way, by basically mishearing song lyrics,” 
he says.

Dr. Ball completed his BA and MA at 
University of Manitoba and completed 
a PhD in English with a creative writing 
focus at the University of Calgary. He has 
taught for seven years in writing, literature, 
and film at the University of Winnipeg 
and the University of Manitoba. 

“My favourite courses to teach are my 
film courses, because I get to watch films,” 
he says. 

Aside from teaching, Dr. Ball is the 
author of a number of books and poetry. 
He also writes screenplays and humorous 
columns including “What Rappers are 
Saying,” where he interprets the meanings 
behind rappers’ lyrics. 

In 2014, Manitoba Book Awards 
awarded him the John Hirsch Award for 
Most Promising Manitoba Writer. In 
recent years he also received the Carol 
Shields Winnipeg Book Award for his 
novel John Paizs’s Crime Wave, while his 
poetry book The Politics of Knives won the 
Aqua Lansdowne Prize for Poetry. 

Nowadays, Ball writes anywhere from 
half an hour to five hours a day, but wishes 
he could have picked up those habits 
earlier. 

“I wish I would have written more in 
high school and university when I had more 
free time. You always think you are going 
to have more time later in your life, but this 
is the most free time and opportunity you 
will ever have in your life,” Ball says.

Dr. Ball has a website - jonathanball.
com. It has everything from serious writing 
tips to interpretations of rap lyrics.

LUKE REMPEL

VOLUNTEER STAFF

The PROFile - JONATHAN BALL
INSTRUCTOR, DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

CITY

“Some of the study’s key findings 
were that 97 per cent of teachers 
rated their school as safe for 
students, but only 70 per cent 
felt their school were safe for 
LGBTQ students, and only 50 per 
cent felt that their schools were 
safe for transgender students.”
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The Grass Routes Festival is now 
accepting submissions for the University 
of Winnipeg’s (U of W) sixth annual 
sustainability event planned for the week 
of Mar. 14.

The week-long festival is a yearly 
initiative organized by the University 
of Winnipeg Students’ Association 
(UWSA) and the Sustainability 
Office that showcases film screenings, 
workshops, presentations, exhibits, photo 
contests, lectures and art.

“In every year we’ve had the festival, we 
think about it in three ways: We think of 
events in terms of ideas, sort of things like 
lectures, films, thinking about concepts, 
workshops, fix a bike, plant a garden, and 
then art,” says Alana Lajoie-O’Malley, 
director of the Sustainability Office.

The festival seeks to engage students 
in discussion about the meaning of 
sustainability, what a sustainable world 
might look like, and how we might get 
there. 

Lajoie-O’Malley also explains that the 
festival has a different theme every year.

“Last year was the good life and 
different notions of what a good life 

means in the context of sustainability. 
We looked at issues related to colonialism 
and indigenous rights and how they 
intersect with sustainability.”

This year’s theme is not yet determined 
as organizers choose it based on the 
submissions that are received. 

“It’s an event that was driven by the 
kinds of things people on campus wanted 
to see,” Lajoie-O’Malley says.

“We are really hoping that student 
groups and individuals will bring ideas 
that relate to current issues and create 
critical dialogue and discussion on 
campus,” Kevin Settee, the UWSA’s vice-
president of external affairs, says.

“We really want the festival to be 
student led in a way so that they are free 
to submit whatever they want as it relates 
to sustainability.” 

He says that so far they have received 
interest from a range of U of W student 
groups such as EcoPIA, UWASC, 
Biology Student Club, UW Chem Club, 
UW Photo Club, DivestUW, and the 
Council for Canadians. 

In past years, the festival has brought 
discussion about a broad range of issues 
such as the extractive industries, curbing 
the exodus of young people from the city, 
transit, food, and policy. It even had iconic 
figures such as environmentalist activist 
David Suzuki speaking on campus.

It’s part of an overall push for 
sustainability and sustainability education 
on campus by the University of Winnipeg 
that began in 2005, when former president 
and vice-chancellor Lloyd Axworthy 
established a Campus Sustainability Task 
Force, which later became the Campus 
Sustainability Council. 

Comprised of students, faculty 
and staff, the council committed the 
university to achieving greenhouse gas 
reduction targets in tune with the Kyoto 

protocols and administers the university’ 
sustainability strategy.

Settee invites students to have a look 
at information of past events recorded on 
the festival’s web page grassroutes.ca. 
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ROUTE TO 
SUSTAINABILITY
Submissions now accepted 
for sixth annual Grass 
Routes Festival

REINALDO CONTRERAS

VOLUNTEER STAFF

Alana Lajoie-O’Malley is accepting submissions for the Grass Routes Festival.

To fill out a submission form, visit 
theuwsa.ca/grass-routes

The University of Winnipeg (U of W) is 
taking research paper submissions from 
students for a new academic journal.

Crossings is a multidisciplinary, peer-
reviewed, academic student journal, 
which will be published annually and 
will feature outstanding undergraduate 
and graduate research in the humanities 
and social sciences at the U of W.

The creation of the journal is supported 
by the U of W’s president’s office and 
the Faculty of Arts. It will operate as 
an online open-access journal where all 
student submissions will be reviewed by 
experts in the fields.

Dr. Steven Kohm, associate professor 
and chair of department of criminal 
justice and Crossings’ managing editor, 
says that one of the ideas behind the 
journal is to link social sciences and 
humanities.

“We are crossing different disciplinary 
boundaries,” he says. “We want to open 

up dialogue between disciplines.”
One of the differences between 

Crossings and a traditional academic 
journal, such as the American Journal of 
Sociology, is that this will essentially be a 
student journal, according to Kohm.

“Our goal is to get students’ work 
published. So we don’t want to just reject 
work, we want to work with authors, we 
want to help them to make their piece 
stronger,” he says. 

“We are interested in helping students 
learn how to become better writers 
and introduce them to the world of 
publishing.”

Dr. Jane Barter, associate professor 
and chair of the department of religion 
and culture, says the new journal will 
encourage students to become researchers 
and will help them to learn more about 
the process of publishing.

“Students benefit from learning about 
the process of research and what it takes 
to produce research,” she says. “Writing 
in humanities and social sciences is the 
most important thing that we do, so 
giving them the opportunity to produce a 
really high caliber writing that is actually 
read by other people, not just their 
professors.”

Marieke Gruwel, a fifth-year student 
majoring in art history, who’s been sitting 
on the committee of the Crossings, brings 
in a student voice to the journal.

“Students are writing such amazing 
things and doing such amazing research, 
but there isn’t always lots of opportunities 
for students to put their research out 
there,” she says. 

“Sometimes it can be intimidating to 

send in your article or the paper that you 
wrote to somewhere to get published. 
And it’s important for the larger academic 
community because it’s such a great 
research.”

The deadline for this year’s submissions 
is Feb. 29.

The first issue of Crossings is set to be 
released in the October 2016 and will 
then be published on an annual basis.
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Dr Steven Kohm will work with students so their research is ready to publish in the journal.

For more information contact 
Dr. Steven Kohm  via email at 
s.kohm@uwinnipeg.ca 

CROSSING 
BOUNDARIES
U of W launches new 
academic student journal
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If you’ve walked past the RecPlex on a 
Friday lunchhour and wondered why 
people are trying to keep a four-foot 
wide bouncing ball from hitting the 
floor, they’re playing kin-ball – one of the 
intramural activities offered to University 
of Winnipeg students three days a week. 

The drop-in intramural program at 
the Axworthy Health & RecPlex started 
in October and runs every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. The program serves as an 
opportunity for students to use the 
RecPlex facility, get active during their 
studies, and on Fridays, introduce them 
to new kinds of sports, like kin-ball. 

Invented in Quebec in 1987, kin-ball is 
played with a ball 1.5 metres in diametre 
that weighs one kilogram. Players work 
together to keep the ball from touching 
the ground. Other sports featured on 
“Friday Fundays” have included kickball 
and spikeball. Mondays are reserved 
for soccer and Wednesdays for ultimate 
frisbee.

“Last year, Dr. Nathan Hall had a 
kinesiology class in which his students 
were responsible for running intramural 
programs. This year we have paid staff 
running and coordinating it,” Shayne 
Pfeifer, student intramural coordinator, 
says.

“It builds the sense of community. For 
students in general it keeps them active, 
keeps them healthy. It also gives students 
a chance to try new activities or sports,” 
Pfeifer says.

“It’s very free and open, which is nice 
for people who don’t need or don’t want 
the commitment or can’t handle it or have 
busy schedules.” 

In the future, they hope to bring some 
changes to the way the program operates, 
Pfeifer says.

“Ideally, though, we’d like to see 
eventually some kind of coordinated 
leagues... that is very organized in which 
teams will play against each other on set 
times when it’s all scheduled. We don’t 
have that right now but it’s something 

we’d like to see in the future.”
Jordan Warren, a first year student 

majoring in kinesiology who participates 
in the ultimate frisbee club, says that it not 
only helps him stay fit, but helps to relieve 
stress as well.

“Being a kinesiology student I know 
the importance of a physical activity 
along with studying and (intramurals are) 
a good way to either blow off steam or just 
relax for a few minutes or even an hour 
or two. Just to get your mind off studying 
for just a little bit and go and have fun,” 
Warren says.

Cameron Russell, a first year student 
who came to take part in intramurals, 
says it can be intimidating to start, so 
having the recreational drop-ins can be 
very helpful.

“I like to play sports, but I’m also not 
a soccer, football player or anything. 
So it’s a nice thing to get involved with 
(activities) where you don’t have to be a 
pro. Not everyone is really good at soccer 
or the other regular sports they play, like 
basketball or volleyball. It’s nice for them 
to have a chance to play something,” 
Russell says.

Axworthy Health & RecPlex is open 
three times a week, from 11:30 to 
1:30 p.m. for drop-in intramurals:

Monday - soccer

Wednesday - ultimate frisbee

Friday - new sport every week
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On Mondays, students play soccer during intramurals in the RecPlex.

CAMPUS COMMENTS 
DROP IN AND 
HAVE A BALL
Free intramurals offered to 
students at the RecPlex
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The intramural coordinator hopes to create more organized leagues, but for now, teams are made up as they go.

Wednesday’s intramural activity is Ultimate Frisbee.



What does a typical university student 
look like? The image of a fresh-faced 
18-year-old undergraduate straight out of 
high school that springs to mind for most 
is only a partial picture of today’s student 
bodies.

The University of Winnipeg is no 
exception to this with a projected decline 
in enrolment among 18 to 24 year-olds to 
be offset by an increasing number of non-
traditional students. 

At the present time, almost 10 per cent 
of undergraduates are parents, a figure 
almost certain to grow following the 
completion of projects that will provide 
housing for students with children like 
Merchants Corner and UWinnipeg 
Commons. At the University of 
Manitoba, 3,210 student parents and 
1,449 faculty parents vie for a mere 136 
campus daycare spaces.

For decades, the student movement 
has consistently and correctly advocated 

for universal and public post-secondary 
education. The fight for universal, public 
childcare, with access to daycare on every 
campus, is one we must also carry out 
vigorously.

Here in Manitoba, we are witnessing 
important steps towards achieving 
this goal. Following a report from the 
Manitoba Early Learning and Childcare 
Commission, the provincial government 
has announced plans to build 12,000 
new spaces, including 32 at the UWSA 
Daycare and 54 at the University of 
Manitoba, raise wages for childcare 
workers, and reduce fees (already the 
second lowest in Canada after Quebec), 
particularly for low-income parents.

While these are significant investments, 
the research shows that investing in 
childcare more than pays for itself. Pierre 
Fortin, an economist from the Université 
du Québec à Montréal found that 
Quebec’s GDP grew by $5-billion due to 
more people entering the workforce and 
greater tax revenue as an outcome of its 
$7 per day public childcare model. This 
amount far exceeds the cost of the system, 
pegged at $1.6-billion per year.

Even if they accept the economic 
benefits, those who argue against 
increasing public investment in childcare 
often do so on the grounds of individual 
freedom. Instead of creating new spaces 
and regulating fees, we should give 
parents cash and let them make their 
own childcare decisions. Anything else is 
an unwelcome intrusion of the state into 
what is a parental responsibility.

Far from restricting people’s liberty, a 
universal childcare system enhances it.

One need look no further than 
Quebec for evidence of this, which began 
implementing its universal childcare 
model in 1997. In 1996, mothers in 
Quebec had the same post-secondary 
education rates as mothers in the rest 
of Canada. By 2008, 68.6 per cent of 
Quebec mothers had a post-secondary 
degree compared to 59.6 per cent in the 
rest of Canada. Universal childcare means 
greater freedom for women with children 
to pursue their educational aspirations.

Not only does accessible, affordable 
childcare for student parents allow more 
individuals to pursue higher education, 
it indirectly benefits their peers as well. 
Learning takes place both inside and 
outside the lecture hall, and students from 

myriad different backgrounds coming 
together within a university enriches 
everyone’s educational experience.

With a provincial election taking place 
this April, students, whether parents or 
not, should scrutinize what the parties 
are offering concerning childcare. Susan 
Prentice, a professor of sociology at the 
University of Manitoba, put it best when 
she said that “childcare is as essential 
to the modern university as its library.” 
Let’s make sure our politicians realize 
that childcare is not only an economic 
issue, not only an equity issue, but also 
a student issue.

Peyton Veitch is the president of the 
University of Winnipeg Students’ Association.

What is social media for?
Really, stop and think about it. Are 

you on Facebook because you need a 
daily dose of catch-up with folks from 
high school? Are you on Instagram 
because you have an insatiable appetite 
for selfies and those bird’s-eye-view shots 
of latte art? Why are you on Snapchat? 
Pinterest? Twitter?

The discussion of whether or not 
social media is good for us is not a new 
discussion. It falls within a tradition 
of being skeptical about new modes 
of communication and technological 
progress. There were people who fervently 
decried the television, the telegraph, and 
the printing press. Some of the brightest 
minds of the day even warned against the 
implementation of the alphabet.

Despite the resistance, and regardless of 
its merits, those inventions squeaked their 
way into cultural prominence and have 
fundamentally transformed the ways we 
communicate. The brightest minds of our 
day say that social media is another step in 
a major communication shift.

According to recent statistics from Pew 
Research Center, 90 per cent of the 18 to 
29 year-old demographic use social media. 

Sources differ drastically in their 
approximations of how much time per 
day is spent on social media. Global 
Web Index, with one of the most 
modest approximations, indicates that 
1.72 hours is dedicated to social media 
each day. If that number holds true for 
all 365 days a year, that means over just 
over 26 days of your year are spent, from 
start to finish, in the land of hashtags, 
followers, and regrams.

But is it time well spent?
The problem is, most people probably 

don’t even realize how much of their 
lives they’re giving over to social media. 
They find themselves halfway through 
a news feed, feeling a little disoriented, 
without any recollection of opening the 
app and beginning to scroll. They find 
themselves at 1:30 in the morning in an 
online vortex, looking at photos of their 
ex-boyfriend’s new girlfriend’s sister’s 
Instagrammed coffee. 

It’s a way to fill time, but there’s a point 
where it kills time altogether, mutilating 
the opportunity to do something, 
anything else.

Social media isn’t necessarily bad, but 
it’s important to put thought into how 
you’re using it. It’s easy to get sucked 
into the social media sphere, the world 
that’s dictated by instant gratification à 
la ‘likes’. 

All of a sudden, your reality shifts to 
this fictitious realm where everyone looks 
more attractive, appears more popular, 
and seems to be a whole hell of a lot more 
happy than you are. 

But that isn’t real life. It’s a completely 
curated version of existence. 

Social media is an incredible way to 
mobilize information, as any aspiring 
artist will tell you. It’s an excellent tool 
to invite people to your band’s show, 

to promote the play you’re starring in, 
to share your photo essay, or to spread 
the word about your new article in The 
Uniter.  But take the time to assess how 
much of your life is a social media life, 

and whether or not that’s a chunk of time 
you’re comfortable with.

Shanae’s mind is split in two about her social 
media presence. She also writes at www.
shanaeblaq.com.
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The Student Services staff of The University of Winnipeg provides the student body with current information 
and opportunities. This information is updated weekly.

ADMISSIONS
EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITIES INFORMATION 
SESSIONS

If you are interested in participating in a study 
abroad exchange with one of The University of 
Winnipeg’s exchange partners, join us:

Friday, February 5, 2016

Room 2M74

12:30pm-2:10pm

For more information visit uwinnipeg.ca/index/
intl-student-exchange 

If you have any questions, contact je.michaluk@
uwinnipeg.ca

AWARDS & FINANCIAL AID
AWARD APPLICATIONS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE: 

General Bursary – These bursaries are meant to 
provide additional support to those who have unmet 

financial need after they have accessed all financial 
resources available to them. Application deadline: 
Monday February 1, 2016 by 5:30 p.m.

The application form is available online go to 
uwinnipeg.ca

Click “Student” - Click “Awards and Financial Aid” - 
Click “In-Course Awards (current students)”

CAREER SERVICES
The Study Skills workshops run from Monday, 
January 25 to Wednesday, February 10 in Room 1M33. 
For more information, go to uwinnipeg.ca

Click “Student” - Click “Academic Advising” - Click 
“Study Skills Workshops”

 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
SERVICES
The ISS office has moved to 475 Portage Avenue. 

STUDENT CENTRAL
GRADUATION

Students who wish to graduate in June 2016 should 
complete an Application for Graduation form and 
submit it to Student Central by February 16th. (All 
required courses must be completed by April.)

LOCKER RENTALS

Need somewhere to store your mittens and scarf? 
Rent a locker from the Student Central! Locker 
rentals are $20 per person for Winter Term.

Just send a Webmail email to studentcentral@
uwinnipeg.ca with your preferred location or visit us 
at Student Central.

READING WEEK

Reading Week is February 15-19. The University is 
closed Monday, February 15th for Louis Riel Day, but 
will be open for the remainder of the week. 

TAX RECEIPTS

T2202a tuition tax receipts will be posted on 
WebAdvisor on February 29th.

MINDFULNESS MEDIATION 
DROP-IN SESSIONS
These sessions are offered each Mon & Thurs, 
12:30-1:00pm in the UW Chapel.  More Information is 
on the UW Events Calendar. All are welcome!

WELLNESS CENTRE OPEN 
HOUSE
Help us celebrate your new Wellness Centre on 
campus: a one-stop shop that includes general and 
specialized counselling and health services in a 
holistic and supportive place. Services are free for 
students! 

12:30–1:30PM Friday January 29 @ the Duckworth 
Centre, main floor

Grab a treat and meet the professional staff who are 
available to support you.
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1. Apex

5. Very much (2 wds.)

9. Change

14. Benefit

15. Dummy

16. Immature insect

17. Outcomes

18. Region

19. Thinker ____ 

Newton

20. Adolescents

22. Faction

23. Sports site

24. Stated a 

viewpoint

26. Clock feature

29. Band instrument

30. Intense beams

32. Water vessel

33. Cheer sound

36. French buddy

37. Sincere

39. Chopping tool

40. Health resort

41. Hit hard

42. Pencil rubber

44. Rose stalk

45. Sufficient

46. Tension

49. Madrid’s country

52. Told fibs

53. Dispersed

57. Utopian

59. Certain nobleman

60. Hoard

61. Letter after 

gamma

62. Diva’s forte

63. Journey

64. 19th letters

65. Minus

66. Dog’s cry

DOWN
1. Aid in crime

2. Pine ____

3. Manner

4. Catch

5. Maxim

6. Sophia ____

7. “Aida,” for one

8. English beverages

9. Muhammad ____

10. TV pooch

11. Locomotive

12. Avoid

13. Sped

21. Chair parts

24. Overweight

25. Depiction

26. Oh, dear!

27. Light source

28. Vietnam’s 

continent

29. Be indebted

31. ____ tax

32. Liverpool’s 

country (abbr.)

33. Scrape roughly

34. Skating jump

35. At this location

38. Pirate’s drink

43. Pardon

44. Tranquilize

46. Glide

47. Ocean currents

48. Staggers

49. Frighten

50. France’s capital

51. Book of maps

53. Make waterproof

54. Lightly cooked

55. Malevolent

56. Johnny 

____ of “Edward 

Scissorhands”

58. ____ Vegas, 

Nevada
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Cassie

“This is my 
hungover in 
winter look.”

Un-Supermarket          by Sari Habiluk
facebook.com/SariHabilukArtisticWorks
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