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This week in The Uniter: The Apocalypse!
How the world is going to end, or what the world
would look like if an epic disaster eliminated
most of the human race, is something that has
captured the imaginations of people all around
the world.
In this week's issue of The Uniter, we're
exploring the apocalypse. How likely is it to

happen later this year? What happens in Manitoba
when the shit hits the fan? And who do you want
on your side when you're trying to survive a postapocalyptic landscape?
Find the answers to those questions and more
on pages 3-5, 7, 9-11 and 17.
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Federal party should build grassroots, remain true to itself
News assignment editor
In an NDP leadership race growing more contentious by the day,
Paul Dewar hopes to sail through
the middle with a traditional and
grassroots strategy.
Dewar, the 49-year-old MP for
the riding of Ottawa Centre, has
served as an aid worker in Nicaragua, an Ottawa public school
teacher and the vice-president of
the Ottawa Carleton Elementary
Teachers’ Federation.
Since elected in 2006, Dewar
has been a significant contributor
to the NDP caucus and shadow
cabinet, demonstrating a particular passion as foreign affairs critic,
where he argued that Canada
should cease involvement in the
war in Afghanistan.
A recent internal poll conducted
by Dewar's campaign shows that
he is the second choice of the
majority of NDP members. In a
tight race where support is spread
across seven diverse candidates and
ballots are preferential, this could
make Dewar the unlikely victor of
the March 23-24 leadership convention.
The Uniter will be continuing its
series of interviews with the federal
NDP leadership candidates in the
lead-up to the convention. Below is
an abridged transcript of our conversation with Paul Dewar.
The Uniter: In a campaign with
seven candidates, I imagine that
it must be difficult to distinguish
yourself from the others. What
sets you apart from the others?
My background. I've been in
Parliament since 2006, and before
being in Parliament I was an aide

worker in Nicaragua for a time. I
was then a teacher and a vice-president of my local union in Ottawa
so I've had experience on the doorstep by being elected. I have experience on the national stage and on
the international stage, as well. I'm
the only candidate with those credentials on the national and the
international stage, with foreign
affairs being particularly important
for the next leader.
But I've also been involved with
grassroots politics. My focus in
politics has been working on the
ground with local issues but also on
international issues to make change
happen.
My plan for winning the next
70 seats is to build up our grassroots by having organizers on the
ground, having issue-based campaigning, so that we work up to the
next election. We came in second
in 121 ridings across this country.
I've said to people in those riding's
that they are the official opposition
here just as we're the official opposition in Parliament.
And when you talk about foreign
affairs, how do you distinguish
yourself from the other candidates on that file, as well as the
other parties?
I've had the experience, when
Jack (Layton) named me the foreign
affairs critic in 2007, it was based
on my experience, my interest and
my acumen in foreign affairs. I've
been leading election observation
delegations abroad in places in like
Lebanon and Jordan. I've been on
the ground in the Congo, in North
Africa. I've dealt with the issues in
the Middle East.
This is not just a theoretical
thing, but I've actually had to deal
with these issues, and arguably the
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NDP leadership hopeful Paul Dewar.

most sensitive area you're going to
be dealing with as a critic in a caucus is foreign affairs, having to balance off different points of view
and come up with something that
is going to be clear and decisive
and move things ahead. I've been
the chair of the all party group for
the prevention of genocide and
crimes against humanity, working with other members of parliament and other parties, like general
(Romeo) Dallaire, who started that
group and looking at how we as a
country can do a better job at being
leaders.
The present government has
ceded ground on so many different issues - on climate change, on
peacekeeping, on diplomacy. We've
lost the seat on the UN Security
Council, (that has) never happened
before and should never have happened. But I think we can be leaders again by investing in diplomacy,
by (making) Ottawa (the) centre
for conflict resolution and peace
studies.

Where do you stand on this
debate, which has been going
on for the last two weeks, about
moderating the NDP's policies to
appeal to a wider base of voters?
I'm getting a lot of support from
the Manitoba NDP, as you probably noticed, close to a third of the
caucus and a good portion of cabinet have supported me. I firmly
believe in being smart about how
you articulate your policies and
that you show that you're ready to
govern and when it comes to small
business, you show that we're the
party of small business. We believe
that we shouldn't be handing over
these large corporate tax cuts without strings attached, but we should
be supporting the job creators and
the innovators. I like small business.
To read the unabridged transcript
of this interview, where Dewar discusses federalism, Quebec and promoting democracy abroad, visit
www.uniter.ca.

Q: What would you do if the world was about to end?

Olalekan Atanda, fourth
year student, computer science and business
administration
“If the world ends, everyone
dies, so I’m guessing there’s
really nothing you can do
about it. Just leave it the
best way you can, I guess.”

Pierce Joyal, parttime server
“I would want frontrow seats to whatever
was going to happen.
It would be the best
show in history.”

Mitch Proctor, fourth
year student, education
“I don’t think I would have
too many worries. I would
go out with a smile on my
face.”
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Ryse Masse, hairstylist,
The Hive
“If it was a post-apocalyptic
world, I would dress up like
Xena and jump on the back
of a Tyrannosaurus rex. I
would just travel around like
that.”

"Last Judgment"
BY KATHERINE LEITHEAD
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Foreign affairs should be NDP focal point, says Paul Dewar
Ethan Cabel
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Darrell Schmichel,
self-employed
“I don’t know, I left my
crystal ball at home.
I guess it depends on
what way it was ending.
I don’t think there’s a
lot that anybody can
really do. Run for shelter
comes to mind.”

Jennifer Bao, third year
student, biochemistry
“If the world ends, I
would travel to every country I want to
travel to possible in that
timeframe. Even if it
was chaotic, I would go
around taking pictures
until I die.”
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Don’t hesitate to buy that calendar for next year
Experts speak out against 2012 apocalypse claims
Carson Hammond
Beat reporter

A mishmash of theories that combines cosmological disaster with the coming end of
the Mayan calendar cycle has assumed the
role of this year’s inevitable apocalypse scare.
Experts from various disciplines - even
NASA officials - have denounced the phenomenon as purely fictitious.
“There’s no object we’re seeing that’s hurtling toward us - no invisible planet,” said
Vesna Milosevic-Zdjelar, an astronomy
expert at the University of Winnipeg. “Earth
is not going to suffer any cosmological disaster in 2012.”
The theory, which has captured the imaginations of many in recent years, relies largely
upon the pseudo-scientific claim that the
ancient Mayans’ 5125-year-long calendar
cycle’s end date, Dec. 21, 2012, will coincide
with the world’s end.
Though she states that there is absolutely
no astronomical data supporting the 2012
apocalypse theory, Milosevic-Zdjelar worries
many individuals might have bought into the
hoax.
“There is a genuine fear,” she said. “Many
students ask me about this, and some are seriously frightened.”
“People tend to misinterpret danger,” she
added, reflecting on several similar scares
in recent decades. “People like to speculate
about doomsdays, but when the most beautiful event occurs, like a solar eclipse, you have
people hiding in fear for no reason. People let
their fears run wild.”
Milosevic-Zdjelar specifically stressed
the importance of expert denunciation of
pseudo-scientific theories.
“Whenever we see a big hoax, we have an
obligation to step out and say something,”
she said. “Officially, NASA has a duty to educate the general public on these matters.”
But why do so many individuals accept
baseless theories such as that of the 2012
apocalypse, or at the very least find them
compelling?
Curtis Pankratz, a sociology professor at
the University of Winnipeg, has an explanation.
“A lot of this comes from the fact that so
many things happening around us are chaotic
(and) beyond our control,” he said. “(Apocalypse theories) give people the idea that we
can understand what’s really going on.”
Pankratz proposes that societal reactions to
apocalypse theories often reflect our deeper
anxieties.

Brit Mcleod

Vesna Milosevic-Zdjelar, an astronomy expert at the University of Winnipeg, says even some of her students believe the world will end this year. "Many students ask me
about this, and some are seriously frightened," she says.

“Not knowing what’s going to happen to
the world is understandably discomforting,”
he said. “The idea that there is an underlying logic can be comforting. If you feel you
understand the world, you feel you can control it.”

“People like to speculate
about doomsdays, but when
the most beautiful event
occurs, like a solar eclipse,
you have people hiding in
fear for no reason. People let
their fears run wild.”
- Vesna Milosevic-Zdjelar, astronomy
professor, University of Winnipeg

The propagation of the 2012 apocalypse
theory is due in large part to its representation in popular entertainment. The 2009
blockbuster film/pariah 2012 is perhaps the
most widely known example.
Barry Pomeroy, an English professor at
the U of W and University of Manitoba who
teaches a course on post-apocalyptic literature, says one of the alluring aspects of apoc-

alypse-themed entertainment comes in the
form of escapism.
“People want to be taken out of their lives,”
he said. “Nothing would be more exciting
than a massive change, where all of the rules
are suddenly gone.”
The portrayal of the world’s end in art and
entertainment can provide another means of
examining society’s real-world fears.
“I think there is an inverse correlation
between fears represented (in art) and those
in the real world,” he said. “As the (real world)
fears of our time get worse, our fears represented (in art) become more realistic. Most of
our modern portrayals are less realistic; they
sanitize our fears.”
In short, what does our art say about us
today?
“It reflects a culture of avoidance,” he
said.
Ultimately, disassembling the 2012 apocalypse theory doesn’t require a Ph.D. in astrophysics - it only calls for common sense.
“My calendar at home comes to an end
too,” said Pomeroy.
To read an article about the way the apocalypse has been portrayed in film, turn to page
<<<TK>>>.

Other “apocalypses”
you might (or might not)
remember:
Harold Camping, a religious talk show
host from California, made sure that
you knew the world’s end was coming through the use of an expansive billboard
campaign in 2011.
The infamous Y2K scare ushered in the
current millennium with an irrational fear
of an extra figure somehow crippling the
digital world.
In 1999, many Nostradamus enthusiasts
got together and said, “Hey, let’s all take
this literally in this case.” Embarrassment
ensued.
Earth passed through the tail of Hailey’s
comet in 1910, which raised a panic over
the possibility of mass death by cyanide
gas. Science promptly called bullshit on
the whole thing.

When the war came to Winnipeg
Remembering If Day, 70 years later
Carson Hammond
Beat reporter

Once upon a time - on Feb. 19, 1942, to be
exact - it looked as if the world were coming
to an end right here in Winnipeg, Man.
Now, the 70th anniversary of “If Day” is
upon us.
It was on this date that 3,500 volunteers
and Canadian military personnel successfully
“invaded” our fair city, all the while dressed as
conquering Nazi soldiers.
City Hall was captured, a swastika-bearing flag hoisted on its grounds. The legislature building soon fell victim as well. The
mayor, premier, lieutenant governor and
other government officials were arrested in
short order.
A city newspaper was even taken over for
the day, its contents altered to reflect the centre’s new leadership.
“The idea behind the event was basically
to say that ‘We don’t want this happening
here’,” said Aaron Floresco, director of 2006
documentary If Day: The Nazi Invasion of
Winnipeg.
The event was not intended to fool the

population. In fact, journalists and photographers from all across North America were
present for the mock invasion.
“(If Day) got a lot of press at the time,”
said Floresco.
There was, however, a more pragmatic reason for the event: fighting a real war overseas
had not proven cheap for the Canadian government. The sale of war bonds to civilians
was a solution, but in order to increase sales,
Canadians living a world away from the front
lines needed a dose of reality in order to boost
their contributions.
“Workers were coming out of a long period
of suppressed wages,” said Nolan Reilly, a history professor at the University of Winnipeg.
“The whole idea of putting money into war
bonds created a kind of tension.”
The fruits of If Day’s organizational labour
ended up being well worth the effort, with
resulting war bond sales rising well above the
campaign’s original goal.
Rob Christiansen, who works for the City
of Winnipeg in the department of film and
special events, attests to the event’s magnitude.
“I’ve seen some great examples of event
organization,” he said. “The fact that they

WESTERN CANADA PICTORIAL INDEX

Journalists from across North America were invited to Winnipeg in 1942 to witness a mock Nazi invasion of the
city. Some 3,500 volunteers and Canadian military personnel participated.

pulled it off was an impressive bit of logistics
and community involvement.”
It may be surprising to some that If Day
is such an uncommonly known event, considering its massive scale and historical significance.
“It was an event that was largely forgotten,” said Floresco, who uses his documentary to explore the subject. “I wanted to bring
the story back to life.”
“It was such a great event pulled off in such
a short period of time,” he added, saying that

he was attracted to the unspoken “quirkiness”
of the story.
It’s been said that it takes the world ending for people to come together - perhaps,
though, pretending that the end is near can
accomplish just the same.
To learn more about If Day, check out Aaron
Floresco’s documentary, If Day: The Nazi
Invasion of Winnipeg. To view the trailer,
visit www.pastperfectpro.com/films/page7/
ifday.html.
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Out of the fridge
Canned food could keep us going if the lights go out

Compiled by Chloe Ross-Rogerson

Katz kicks Orlikow
from meeting
Mayor Sam Katz kicked out River
Heights Coun. John Orlikow during a
recent city council planning session
regarding long-term plans for the
city, reports the Winnipeg Free Press.
Katz asked Orlikow to leave only half
an hour into the meeting, when the
councillor had attempted to discuss
his concerns in regards to the city’s
consultation process. When Orlikow
questioned Katz, the mayor told the
councillor to just trust the process.
In the beginning of the new year, the
mayor and six councillors on the executive policy committee had a planning retreat, which non-Executive
Policy Committee councillors were
not informed about.
Arrest made over sale
of stolen Jets tickets
Winnipeg police located and arrested a man connected to the sale
of stolen Winnipeg Jets tickets, reported the Winnipeg Free Press. The
21-year-old man, who is in custody,
has been charged with 11 counts
of fraud and possessing goods obtained by crime. Two weeks ago, a
19-year-old man was arrested and
charged with two counts of fraud of
under $5,000. Six victims of stolen
Winnipeg Jets tickets paid a total
of $4,240 for tickets, which they had
believed to be legitimate but were
later refused entrance to the Jets
game.
Katz talks pulling
$7M grant for water
park off the table
Mayor Sam Katz is planning to
withdraw from a city plan to award
a $7-million grant to a private water
park. The grant was announced in
2008 for a private developer to build
a private, indoor water park with
possibilities for public access. Later
that same year it was awarded to the
Canad Inns hotel chain, but was withdrawn in 2009 when no progress was
made. If no proposals come forth by
the end of March this year, the city
will use the $7 million to fund other
projects.
Crime prevention
up to par?
Applications for funding community-based youth gang prevention programs will be accepted nationwide,
reports the Winnipeg Free Press. The
national funding, which is questionably low, has caused some people such as Jamil Mahmood, executive
director of the Spence Neighbourhood Association - to question how
serious the Harper government is
about being tough on crime. Mahmood believes the mere $7.5 million
a year that is currently set aside towards the prevention of youth gangs
is “just scratching the surface.”
Winnipeg elm cut down,
homeowner blames
city maintenance
A homeowner in Wolseley is using
the death of an elm tree in her yard
to pressure the city to better control
the spread of Dutch elm disease. The
city cut down a century-old elm tree
on Wendy Land’s Wolseley Avenue
property last week, reports the Winnipeg Free Press. Land plans to lobby
city council to increase funding for
tree maintenance and pruning in
order to better control outbreaks of
Dutch elm disease throughout the
city. In 2010, 5,600 elm trees were
lost to the disease. Only 1,500 trees
were planted to replace them.

Jenna Friesen

Learning how to can and preserve fruits and vegetables is a quick and easy skill to have if the world's power went out.

Jenna Friesen
Beat reporter

In a world heavily reliant on electricity and
refrigeration to preserve food, a prolonged
power outage would be potentially disastrous. Unless, of course, you are one of the
few with the ability to can, pickle or seriously stock up on food.
There are three ways to keep food longer than its natural shelf life: canning, freezing and drying. However, should there be
a serious power outage, freezing food is an
unlikely option.
Mary Braun, who moved to Winnipeg
from Paraguay in 1984, cans salsa, applesauce
and apple pie filling. Pickling - canning with
a higher level of acidity - is another of her
skills. Some family favourites for pickled
foods are cucumbers, onions, watermelon
and beets.
“It’s a lot of work. It’s not hard to do, it’s
just a lot of work,” she said. “They last for a
long time, too. For maybe about two years
I would keep them - not much longer than

that.”
Braun uses pickling salt, vinegar, water
and fresh basil in her cucumber pickles.
Ingredients such as onions and garlic can be
added for additional flavour.

If the power stayed out, the
food in your freezer would
probably last about two
days
To seal the jars properly, a vacuum must
be created through heating then cooling the
filled jars. This expands the contents of the
jar, then creates a seal when the temperature
cools, locking in the freshness and locking
out bacteria that would spoil the food.
Drying food can also keep it beyond its
typical shelf life, but might be difficult without a functional oven or food dehydrator.
Sun drying has been used for hundreds of
years, but is not recommended for meats or
vegetables. Fruits are easier to dry without
equipment.
“It’s best to have canned foods on hand,”

said Cheryl Galbraith, environmental health
officer with Alberta Health Services. “We
always like to (recommend) pre-canned
foods that are from an approved source
because you know it’s done the right way.”
She said that home canning must be done
with caution as there are health risks if the
food is not sealed properly.
“If you don’t do it the right way you’re
going to have mould or possibly botulism
organisms in there,” she said.
Galbraith said it’s important to store food
off the ground and in food-grade containers.
“Keep your refrigerators and freezers
closed all the time if possible during a power
outage.”
If the power stayed out, she said, food in
the freezer would probably last about two
days. She recommends keeping a thermometer in both the fridge and freezer.
“If the temperature goes above 4 C, food
shouldn’t be kept at that temperature.”
A couple of hours above 4 C would spoil
foods such as dairy products and meat.
“Produce would be fine,” she said. “It’s
just your perishables.”

LISTINGS
COMMUNITY EVENTS
THE WOMEN'S HEALTH CLINIC is hosting its
ANNUAL GALA DINNER on Thursday, March
1 at the Fort Garry Hotel. Singer-songwriter
and social activist Heather Bishop will be
the keynote speaker. For more information,
visit www.womenshealthclinic.org.
HOPE FOR HAITI BENEFIT DANCE PARTY is at
Mondragon on Friday, March 2 with the SILVER FOX and DJ KASM.
A NIGHT AT THE COLOSSEUM - MURDER MYSTERY IN TOGA is on Saturday, March 3 at 6:30
p.m. at the Centro Caboto Centre, 1055 Wilkes Ave.
WINTER DOESN'T SUCK SNOWSKATE JAM is
on Saturday, March 3 at the Forks and starts
at noon.
Urban Shaman Contemporary Aboriginal Art
KARAOKE FUNDRAISER is at the A.N.A.F. Club
60, 3-433 River Ave., on Thursday, March 8.

ON CAMPUS
Gallery 1C03, Institute for Women’s and Gender Studies (IWGS) and Mentoring Artists for
Women’s Art are pleased to screen WOMEN
ART REVOLUTION by LYNN HERSCHMAN
LEESON on March 2 at 7 p.m. in EckhardtGramatté Hall. A panel discussion with local
feminist artists will follow.
INTERNATIONAL WOMYN’S WEEK is on campus from Monday, March 5 to Saturday,
March 10. For more info contact the U of W
Womyn's Centre at womynsctr@theuwsa.ca.
The UWSA’S PEER SUPPORT’s ANNUAL JAVA
EXTRAVAGANZA is on Friday, March 9 in the
Bulman Centre. Email peersupport@theuwsa.ca for more information.
English 3120 Practicum in Literacy pres-

ents VOLUME II, A FUNDRAISER IN SUPPORT
OF FINDING YOUR VOICE: NEW CANADIAN
CREATIVE WRITING PROGRAM starts with a
24-hour READ-A-THON on Friday, March 9 at
4 p.m. in the Bulman Centre. On Saturday,
March 10 the read-a-thon ends with a fundraising concert by FRED PENNER, BOG RIVER
and others in the Bulman Centre. For more
information, please contact Debbie at debbieschnitzer@mts.net.
IWGS and Ka Ni Kanichihk's Aboriginal
Women Reclaiming Our Power Project present the fourth, and final, MOON VOICES IN
ACTION: INDIGENOUS WOMEN'S KNOWLEDGE
EXCHANGE. This learning gathering will be
held from Friday, March 9 to Sunday, March
11 at the University of Winnipeg. Facilitated
by indigenous women and grandmothers,
the event is open to all people interested
in learning from, and sharing with, indigenous women. Register online at moonvoicesinaction.eventzilla.net or register by phone
with Kim at 204-786-9921 or Shannon at 204918-2501.
FLORA TERAH: LIVED RIGHTS LECTURE is on
Thursday, March 15 at 6:30 p.m. in room
2M70. Flora Terah is an HIV/AIDS counselor, a
women’s advocate and a 2012 parliamentary
candidate for Kenya.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The UWSA BIKE LAB is open! Pop by between
10 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday to Friday, to say
hello or get involved. Email bikelab@theuwsa.ca for more information, or join the
Facebook group at www.facebook.com/uwsabikelab.
The UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG STUDENTS'
ASSOCIATION WOMYN'S CENTRE provides a
space where womyn can build community
with other womyn. To volunteer phone 204786-9788 or email womynsctr@theuwsa.ca.

To volunteer for the UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION fill out an
application on their website, theUWSA.ca, or
grab an application from their office in the
Bulman Centre.
To volunteer for PEER SUPPORT, email uofwpeersupport@gmail.com, or grab an application from their office (ORM13) or from
the UWSA.
To volunteer for UWSA FOODBANK, email
foodbank@theuwsa.ca, or grab an application from the UWSA.
THE UNITER, the weekly rag you are holding right now, is looking for contributors.
See your words in print or your photos and
drawings on the page. Email Aaron at editor@uniter.ca.
CKUW 95.9 FM is seeking volunteers for the
music and news departments, and as hosts
for programs. Email ckuw@uwinnipeg.ca.
THE WEST BROADWAY YOUTH OUTREACH CENTRE is always looking for more volunteers
to help with a variety of programs including sports, tutoring and other programs to
benefit inner-city youth. Call 204-774-0451 or
stop by 222 Furby St. to offer your skills.
THE SPENCE NEIGHBOURHOOD ASSOCIATION
is looking for volunteers to help with their
programming. Interested volunteers can
download a volunteer application form at
www.spenceneighbourhood.org or call 204783-5000 for more information.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY is looking to assemble an experienced team of volunteers to
assist with the salvaging and safe removal
of a wide variety of donated items. For more
information please call Greg at 204-223-5160
or email gmallett@habitat.mb.ca.
THE SALVATION ARMY on Logan Avenue
needs KITCHEN HELPERS to assist in the

preparation and serving of meals at their
children's program on Thursdays from 4
p.m. to 5 p.m. Please call Breanne at 204946-9490 or email youthworker@mymts.net.
RUPERT’S LAND CAREGIVER SERVICES RING A
RIDE program needs drivers to take clients
residing in Southwest Winnipeg to appointments, shopping and social outings. Compensation for gasoline and parking is provided. For more information please call 204452-9491 or email us at rlcs_vol@mts.net.
IRCOM is seeking three more committed
individuals to help out with our Newcomer
Literacy Initiative (NLI) program from now
until the end of the school year. Volunteer EAL classroom assistants with our NLI
classes work with students under the direction of the NLI Teacher in one-on-one, small
group and whole class settings. Volunteers
generally help one day per week for two
and half hours each shift. If you are interested in volunteering or want more information contact Erin at erina@ircom.ca or 9438765, ext 23.
The NEEDS (Newcomer Employment & Education Development Services) CENTRE is
looking for VOLUNTEER MENTORS. It only
takes six hours a month to make a difference in the life of a refugee youth new to
Winnipeg. Mentors connect newcomer youth
to the community and engage them in educational and recreational activities. For
more information contact Steph Minor at
steph@needsinc.ca or 204-940-1275.
STUDENTS OFFERING SUPPORT (SOS) is an
international charitable organization that
raises marks, money and roofs. SOS is looking for a set of exceptional university student leaders to launch a chapter on campus.
If you are interested in gaining exposure to
the world of social entrepreneurship please
visit www.studentsofferingsupport.ca.
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Manitoba search and rescue team takes lead in disaster situations
Justin Luschinski
Beat Reporter
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They are a special team designed to save lives
and manage disaster scenarios too large and
complex for the resources of local emergency responders.
Members of Manitoba's Urban Search
and Rescue (USAR) team swept into the
former James A. Richardson International
airport terminal Feb. 9 to test their skills in a
mock building collapse.
"We are a provincial asset. We can be used
in times of forest fires, any other natural
disasters,” said Tobin Praznik, USAR Manitoba Taskforce leader.
“Winnipeg has so many old buildings,
there's always a possibility that a lot of these
old buildings can collapse. We always want
to have someone on the ground ready to
assess the situation."
Following the 9-11 terrorist attacks on New
York City, the federal government formed
USAR teams in Vancouver, Toronto, Halifax, and Calgary after realizing the country
would not be prepared for a similar largescale structural disaster.
Manitoba’s team operates under the
Office of the Fire Commissioner, and is the
only provincial team due to the high number of potential and real disasters like flooding, Praznik said.
With more than 100 members, the team
includes volunteers from law enforcement
to paramedics to engineers to heavy rigging
specialists and more.
In June, the team was sent to flood-ravaged areas around Lake Manitoba to help
stabilize homes destroyed following the
spring flood.
"(The) OFC thought it would work better if we had a province wide team, because
we could manage the finance side of the
house better, and bring in so many skills and
experiences that we couldn't handle with a
Winnipeg team,” Praznik said.
Teams are funded primarily by the federal government, with each receiving about
$400,000 a year to pay for equipment, vehi-

Death of journalists in Syria
prompts international outcry
SYRIA: The deaths of two European journalists in Syria on Feb. 22 have sparked
condemnation from Western leaders.
Marie Colvin, an American journalist with
Britain’s Sunday Times, and Remi Ochlik,
a French photographer, were killed in the
city of Homs. Activists claim that 80 Syrian citizens were also killed. British foreign secretary William Hague called the
incident “a terrible reminder of the suffering of the Syrian people.” French president Nicolas Sarkozy used even stronger
language, calling for an end to the government of Bashar al-Assad: "This regime
must go and there is no reason that Syrians don't have the right to live their lives
and choose their destiny freely. If journalists were not there, the massacres would
be a lot worse."

Supplied

The Manitoba Urban Search and Rescue team was one of five established across Canada following the 9-11
terrorist attacks, after the government realized the country was not prepared for a similar large-scale disaster.

cles and logistical support.
The Manitoba USAR team assigns volunteers into units that oversee a jurisdiction.
Units train four times a year in smaller exercises. A provincial exercise, like the one at
the airport, happen once a year, usually in a
building that is about to be torn down.
The exercises challenge the USAR’s ability
to sustain a search-and-rescue operation for
48 hours, testing their skills, as well as revealing some of their weaknesses.
In the case of the airport exercise — simulating a situation where a bomb had gone
off — the team had trouble getting its diesel
generators and other equipment working in
the cold weather, said Scott Kurbis, USAR

operations coordinator.
"Transportation was also an issue, because
we were far away from the terminal itself so
we had to co-ordinate the trucks to get our
people out there,” Kurbis said.
“This exercise is great because we can discover these problems in our game plan, and
the guys get a chance to practice their training in a realistic situation."
When there are multiple compromised
buildings, each is assigned a certain number of “casualty points” depending on how
severe the damage is, Kurbis said. The team
then mobilizes to set up a command post.
Once the command post is set up, teams
start to search the buildings for survivors.

Campus
Enbridge comes under fire despite donation to university
Amy Groening

Campus beat reporter
An oil company lambasted by an environmentalist panel at the University of Winnipeg last week is also the main benefactor of
a university science program for inner-city
youth.
Eco-Kids on Campus, a 10-week enrichment program aimed at getting inner-city
youth interested in science and post-secondary education, receives $25,000 per year
from Enbridge, according to the university
website.
The Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council of Canada made a threeyear donation of $42,000 to Eco-Kids in
2010.
Eco-Kids participants are instructed by
university professors and students, and have
the opportunity to dissect a squid, study
DNA and angular momentum, and measure their own ecological footprint, according to the website.
Leaders like Gerald Amos, former councillor of Haisla First Nation and conservation advocate, say that Enbridge’s proposed
Northern Gateway Pipeline puts the environment and B.C. First Nations communities at risk.
Despite these claims, Enbridge continues
to invest thousands of dollars in educational
programs aimed at aboriginal youth, according to the company website.
Jennifer Rattray, associate vice-president
of Indigenous, Government, and Community Affairs, said without Enbridge’s donation, Eco-Kids would not be possible.
“Bottom line, it helps those kids. Anything I can do to help those kids, I will do,”

said Rattray.
Enbridge’s investment goes towards supplies, transportation and snacks, as well as
the kickoff and graduation celebrations that
bookend each 10-week program, Rattray
said.
The university has to reapply for funding
from Enbridge every year, she added, and
there is always a possibility that they will be
turned down.
“We have a good track record of being
able to serve kids in the inner-city of Winnipeg, but as with many funders, you hope it
continues, but there are no guarantees,” said
Rattray.
In the event that Enbridge denied university funding, Rattray said, it is unlikely
there would be a possibility of finding alternate funds.
According to Rattray, Enbridge has not
made any attempts to control what goes into
the Eco-Kids curriculum, which covers sustainability and environmental issues.
Amos believes Enbridge's investments in
programs like Eco-Kids are most likely disingenuous.
“My opinion: they’ve been doing this
kind of stuff to make people think differently about them, to quit thinking about
the environmental impact of their activity,”
said Amos.
It’s difficult to gauge the appropriateness
of accepting donations from organizations
like Enbridge, he added.
“Unfortunately money makes the world
go round. It takes resources to help. I’m torn
right down the middle on it.”
Amos conceded that programs like EcoKids are important to the community.
“Good on the people who are running
the program. I would hope that if Enbridge
wasn’t funding this, there would be others

that would step up to the plate,” he said.
According to an Enbridge report, the
company donated over $2 million to educational initiatives in 2010.
Enbridge invests in education in order to
help create strong, sustainable communities.
The company recognizes that “today’s students are tomorrow’s leaders,” according to
the report.
Whitney Plaizier, aboriginal affairs policy advisor at Enbridge, said in an email that
she could not discuss whether Enbridge has
input on the Eco-Kids curriculum.
“I can only speak for the Eco-Kids program and the Enbridge School Plus Program
in that in order to be eligible for sponsorship, we require detailed sponsorship request
applications and post-program reports that
are reviewed by Enbridge,” said Plaizier.
At the Tar sands, pipelines, and tankers forum hosted by the U of W on Feb.
16, panelists expressed concern Enbridge
is hijacking the environmental assessment
process, that the pipeline offers significant
adverse economic impact to Canadians and
that an oil spill off the B.C. coast as a result
of the pipeline is inevitable and would have
disastrous effects on local ecosystems.
At the panel, Amos explained that Haisla
First Nation, located at the terminus of the
proposed pipeline, have strong cultural ties
to the land on which they live and an oil
spill would be devastating to their community and a traditional way of life.
In an open letter to the Prime Minister,
Amos warned that the pipeline was not in
the best interest of Canada or the planet,
referring to it as "the largest and most insidious threat to our culture that has ever existed,
with the possible exception of the Canadian
governments violent imposition of the residential school system."

Montana governor angry
over Keystone delay
MONTANA: Montana governor Brian
Schweitzer has blasted Washington over
their hesitance to approve the controversial Keystone XL pipeline. The pipeline is
designed to supply the Midwestern and
Southwestern United States with energy
from Alberta’s tar sands. The delay in
construction has incensed Schweitzer
who, although a Democrat, finds himself
vehemently opposed to his party colleagues in Congress. Schweitzer fumed in
the Globe and Mail: “While we were doing
the heavy lifting here in Montana and in
South Dakota and in Kansas and Oklahoma ... in Washington, D.C. ... all these great
defenders had never heard of Keystone
before.”
Wave of bomb attacks
in Iraq leave 50 dead
IRAQ: Coordinated bomb and shooting
attacks on Feb. 23 have killed 50 people,
the Globe and Mail reported. Security
forces were targeted in the Iraqi capital of
Baghdad. The town of Musayibb was also
struck, with a bomb being detonated near
a primary school. More than 200 were injured by the attacks. Targeting of security
forces is a common tactic of al-Qaeda in
Iraq and indeed, the group has claimed
responsibility for the attacks. The deadliest strike of the day occurred in central
Baghdad, where a car bomb detonated
downtown killed nine and injured 26.
Leaders offer support for
beleaguered Somalia
LONDON: World leaders have pledged
to aid Somalia in addressing piracy and
terrorism, the Globe and Mail reported.
At the summit, hosted by British Prime
Minister David Cameron, the delegates
pledged the support of the international
community in helping Somalia make the
transition to peace and greater stability.
Delegates at the conference also pledged
their support for prosecuting the “kingpins” of Somalian piracy, a problem that
has plagued the waters around the Horn
of Africa for years. The Somali militant
fundamentalist organization al-Shabab
denounced the conference decrying it as
a Western attempt to carve up Somalia.
Iran nuclear program
talks collapse
IRAN: The collapse of talks in Tehran
between the International Atomic Energy
Agency and the Iranian government has
led to a further chill in relations between
Iran and the United States. Washington
sharply criticized the Iranian government
over the talks’ failure, the Mail & Guardian
reported. White House spokesperson Jay
Carney told the press: “This particular action by Iran suggests that they have not
changed their behaviour when it comes
to abiding by their international obligations.” Undeterred, Iran’s Supreme leader
Ayatollah Khamenei vowed that Iran’s
nuclear program will continue to develop
regardless of external pressures.
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Head to the Bulman Centre, for the sign is nigh
Experts and students weigh in on where to wait out the apocalypse on campus
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Made in Manitoba
medical isotope
The University of Winnipeg and Prairie
Isotope Production Enterprise are optimistic that a made-in-Manitoba medical
isotope, Technetium-99m (Tc-99m), will
be commercially available by this fall. An
affordable and secure supply of Tc-99m is
critical as it helps detect cancers, blocked
arteries and heart disease. Last year, the
federal government started looking for
alternatives to replace the isotope supply
from the deteriorating Chalk River nuclear
facility. The Manitoba solution uses linear
accelerator technology resulting in less
nuclear waste, faster production time and
significantly lower costs. The isotope is being produced in an upgraded accelerator
in Pinawa, Man.
Getting closer to quashing
homophobic bullying
The University of Winnipeg’s Dr. Catherine Taylor is leading a five-year study
on the effectiveness of school and community programs in reducing homophobic
bullying. The study received $2 million in
funding from the Canadian Institute of
Health Research, making it the agency’s
largest investment towards improving
health and school outcomes for sexual
minority youth. Taylor has noticed an increased willingness among school staff to
address homophobic bullying. For example,
“at least four of the six school divisions in
Winnipeg are now actively working on this
issue.” The focus of the study is to determine why different strategies of combating bullying work better than others.
A call for old immigrant
interviews
University of Winnipeg researchers are
looking for privately taped interviews
with refugees in Manitoba since 1945 as
part of a four-year oral history study.
The project, Postwar and Cold War
Refugee Voices of Manitoba, is looking
to discover how memories of migration
and violence change across generations
and affect refugee integration into a
new country. There are surprisingly few
interviews with Poles, Jews, Ukrainians,
Latvians, Lithuanians, Hungarians, and
Germans, including Mennonites, at
archives in the province. Researchers are
hoping to do follow-up interviews with
20 previously interviewed individuals
and their children and grandchildren.

Dylan Hewlett

At 24-feet below ground level, the Bulman Student Centre is the lowest area accessible to students. Sub-basements beneath Ashdown and Riddell Hall are 28 feet below the
ground, but are cramped full of equipment and machinery.

Amy Groening

Campus beat reporter
Hurricanes tear through the city, lava rains
from the sky, the streets are thronged with
zombies - and you’re stuck at the University
of Winnipeg, working on your thesis.
What do you do if you’re on campus when
the world ends?
Marty Grainger, head of security at the
university, said in case of disaster it is important to have a plan. There are a number of
different emergency scenarios outlined on
the university website.
“It’s better to read all these beforehand,
instead of ‘It’s happening, what do I do?’”
said Grainger.
It is unclear what sorts of events will herald the world’s end, but in an emergency situation, students will be alerted over the PA
system.
If a natural disaster such as a tornado hits
the city, Grainger advises students to avoid
windows and unsheltered locations.
“You never know. With a tornado, it picks
things up, it sends things flying. You can get
hurt by broken glass,” he said.

The least advisable place to hide would be
the glassed-in area outside of Café Bodhi and
the skywalk, Grainger said.
According to Grainger, the university
does not have an emergency plan in case of a
nuclear fallout.
In the end, if an apocalypse were to occur,
Grainger said, there won’t be much the university can do.
“All we can do is prepare for the worst and
hope for the best,” he said.
Grainger added that if the world were
ending, he would not stay on campus.
“I’d get together with my family. If it happens, there’s not much else you can do.”
Len Cann, director of the physical plant,
encourages would-be survivors to go as deep
below ground as possible.
The Bulman Student Centre, at approximately 24 feet below-grade (below ground
level), is the lowest area accessible to students.
Sub-basements beneath Ashdown and
Riddell Hall are among the deepest places
on campus, at approximately 28 feet belowgrade, but these are full of equipment and
machinery, said Cann.
The cramped, noisy and often dangerous
spaces would not be the ideal place to wait

out a disaster.
“If it was a nuclear meltdown, I think
we’re all in for a lot of grief,” said Cann.
While the experts encourage hiding out
underground, students at the university have
other ideas.
Krystina Fleming, a third-year student
studying conflict resolution, and Andrea
Dyck, a third-year student in environmental studies, plan to get to the highest level of
the university to observe their impending
doom.
“We’re going to go to the roof and watch
it unfold,” said Dyck.
Reena Villanayor, a second-year biology student, would celebrate the end of the
world by creating a mini-apocalypse of her
own.
“I would conduct crazy experiments
before the world ends, explosions and whatnot. That would be amazing for a science
student like me,” said Villanayor.
Emelda Iraduknda, a second-year biochemistry student, knows where she’ll be if
there’s an Armageddon.
“I would be on my knees praying. If the
world is going to end, Jesus will come back
and I’ll go with him,” Iraduknda said.

Superconductors for
green technology?
Dr. Chris Wiebe and the Quantum Materials group at the university are trying to
discover how superconductors work, and
more importantly, if they can work at room
temperature. This discovery would lead to
more efficient use of natural resources and
less thermal pollution to our environment.
The premise of the theory is to eliminate
the “wasted” heat that occurs when electronic devices are used for long periods
of time. This heat is created by electrons
bouncing around inside of wires and losing energy as heat. Superconductivity
could create materials with zero electrical
resistance and perfect flow of electrons,
therefore revolutionizing electronics.
Dean of education honoured
Dr. Ken McCluskey, dean of education
at the University of Winnipeg, has been
selected for the esteemed Spirit of Crazy
Horse Award given by Reclaiming Youth
International. McCluskey is known internationally for his work with gifted education, mentoring, and at-risk children and
youth - his various projects have served as
models for those interested in identifying
and developing the talents of marginalized youth. Reclaiming Youth International
“reaches out in tangible fashion to provide
hands-on training for in-the-trenches caregivers who work directly with challenging,
relationship-resistant young people,” McCluskey said.
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The old solution?
Oil may be cleaner than coal, but it certainly isn’t clean
Andrew Podolecki
Volunteer staff

An evening with Margot Goodhand

Thursday, March 22, 2012
7:30pm to 9:00pm
University of Winnipeg, Convocation Hall
515 Portage Avenue, 2nd Floor Wesley Hall
(Castle Bldg.)

Reception at 6:30pm in the
Faculty Club, 4th floor Wesley Hall

$25 for Professionals
$10 for Students

All proceeds to UW Scholarships &
Bursaries
Sponsored by the UW Alumni Association & The Uniter

The tar sands got the green light they
needed.
University of Victoria scientist Andrew
Weaver released a report the other day showing that if we consumed all the resources
that the tar sands have, it would increase the
global temperature by 0.03 degrees, while
burning the world’s entire supply of coal
would increase our global temperature by 15
degrees.
Let’s dig deeper into these findings presented to us.
The tar sands comprise only a fraction of
what the world produces in oil. Who knows
what other reserves have not been tapped
into? There is still a whole world of oil production out there, from Norway to Venezuela, to Saudi Arabia.
I would like to know how much the global
temperature would increase by if we consumed and burned all of the world’s supply
of oil.
I would imagine it would be comparable
to coal burning.
Yes, if we compare the two, oil is cleaner
then coal; however, this report should not be
used as a green light to blow full-steam ahead
with tar sand developments in an unsustainable manner.
This would be akin to former smokers
believing they can eat more fast food because
their lungs are healthier. This logic makes no
sense, as they would still be doing damage
to their bodies - just as the tar sands are still
damaging Lake Athabasca and being developed in an unsustainable manner.
But the private corporations and the federal government are now using this report as a
scapegoat, saying, “Well at least it’s not coal.”

That does not make it right.
Our global emissions are still escalating
at untold rates and we’re seeing even more
effects of climate change. I can easily reference this past Manitoba winter, with its lack
of snowfall and warm temperatures.
Most scientists agree we should keep our
global temperature from increasing no more
than two degrees, but we are missing that target badly. We should not be seeing the tar
sands as a way to solve our emissions and
energy problems.
The most common clean energy debate I
hear is the one proposing we invest heavily in
nuclear power, since it does not produce carbon emissions.
Wrong approach again, because this is a
red-herring answer.
Nuclear power is incredibly expensive to
build and maintain, and uranium supplies
will be in shortage by 2020, and be extinguished within 100 years.
Not to mention the risk of devastating
nuclear accidents like the one seen at Fukushima.
And that accident happened in Japan - a
first world country with impeccable wealth
and infrastructure.
We keep hearing that solar and wind are
not economical, but they said the same thing
about cars, planes and the Internet.
And who are the people that are saying
this?
Usually the ones that have a vested interested in the oil and coal sectors.
Oil, coal, and natural gas are not our future
for energy - sustainability and clean power
will come only from geothermal, wind, solar,
and hydro sources, electric cars, and investments made in other types of clean power.
Andrew Podolecki is a second-year politics student.
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One way out
Veganism can help solve the world’s mounting problems
Katerina Tefft
Volunteer

Vegans - those who do not consume any animal products - are too often dismissed as
health nuts or animal rights fanatics.
While veganism certainly has its health
benefits, and is undeniably a more compassionate, animal-friendly lifestyle, the positive
effects of a vegan diet in terms of the environment and world hunger are profound and
should be highlighted, particularly given the
context of our planet’s population recently
reaching the seven billion benchmark.
The health and animal rights arguments
for veganism are not convincing to many,
but those who choose an omnivorous, as
opposed to plant-based, diet should be aware
of the significant consequences of their consumption habits relating to their fellow
human beings.
It is not only fringe activist groups advocating a global shift toward a vegan diet.
In 2010, a United Nations Environment
Programme report stated that “impacts from
agriculture are expected to increase substantially due to population growth increasing
consumption of animal products. Unlike
fossil fuels, it is difficult to look for alternatives: people have to eat. A substantial reduction of impacts would only be possible with
a substantial worldwide diet change, away
from animal products.”
In 2011, the United Nations stated that
their previous population growth estimates
had in fact been too low, and that instead
of capping off at nine billion in 2050, the
world population is likely to keep growing
to 10 billion by the year 2100.
Worldwide meat consumption is estimated to double by 2050, and total global
food production will have to increase by 70
per cent to meet the demands of a population of nine billion.
The recent trend toward buying locally
sourced foods as a means of curbing one’s
environmental impact has been shown to
be entirely inferior to switching to a plantbased diet for even one day a week.
A 2011 study in the Journal of Environmental Science and Technology stated that
“‘buying local’ could achieve, at maximum,
around a four to five per cent reduction in
GHG emissions due to large sources of both
CO2 and non-CO2 emissions in the production of food. Shifting less than one day
per week’s (i.e., one seventh of total calories) consumption of red meat and/or dairy
to other protein sources or a vegetable-based
diet could have the same climate impact as

Aranda Adams

buying all household food from local providers.”
That is why Dr. Rajendra Pachauri, chair
of the United Nations Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, is urging a global
campaign to encourage people to adopt a
meat-free diet one day per week.
If the effects of one meat-free day per
week are so profound, imagine the effects
of a complete universal shift to a meat-free
diet.
How exactly is animal agriculture damaging the environment?
The livestock industry produces 18 per
cent of the world’s total greenhouse gas emissions, or 51 per cent of greenhouse gas emissions caused by human activity.
Methane, the gas produced by cows,
sheep and other ruminant livestock, is a
greenhouse gas 25 per cent more potent that
carbon dioxide.
A 2011 Environmental Working Group
study found that if everyone in the United
States switched to a diet free of meat and
cheese just one day a week for one year, it
would be the equivalent of taking 7.6 million cars off the road.
Similarly, a 2012 Lancaster University study found that if everyone in Britain

switched to a plant-based diet, it would be
the environmental equivalent of taking half
of all Britain’s cars off the road.
It is not merely greenhouse gas emissions
that make animal agriculture unsustainable.
Agriculture, particularly meat and dairy
production, accounts for 70 per cent of
global freshwater consumption and 38 per
cent of total land use.
Feed production, waste, pesticides, fertilizer, fuel, processing and transportation are
all additional contributing factors.
Consider these numbers: it takes 16
pounds of grain to produce one pound of
animal flesh.
According to the United Nations, one acre
of land used to raise cattle yields 20 grams of
protein while the same acre would yield 17
times that amount if it were used to grow
soybeans instead.
It takes 4,000 gallons of water per day
to produce food for a meat-eater but only
300 gallons for a vegan. Therefore, food for
a vegan can be produced on one sixth of
an acre of land, while food for a meat eater
requires three quarters of an acre.
If all the arable land on the planet were
equally divided between humans, every person would get two thirds of an acre, which

is plenty for a vegan but insufficient for an
omnivore. It must be asked why we are wasting so many precious water, grain and land
resources on raising livestock when there are
840 million people on the planet going hungry ever day.
The issue isn’t that there isn’t enough food
to go around. The issue is that the more meat
we consume, the fewer people we are capable of feeding.
It was a deliberate choice to make the content of this article primarily statistical. This is
because when arguing on behalf of veganism
from a moral standpoint, one is often met
with ridicule or hostility.
Hopefully these facts speak for themselves, and if readers are not convinced by
the benevolent animal rights argument, perhaps they will consider reassessing their diet
for the sake of humanity and our future on
this planet.
Katerina Tefft is a politics student at the
University of Winnipeg.
Next week in The Uniter: “Three reasons why
I am a vegan” by Comeback Kid co-founder
and guitarist Jeremy Hiebert.

Protests have to pipe up
Northern Gateway oil pipeline dangerous next step now that Keystone Pipeline looks quashed
Luke Hildebrand
Volunteer staff

Now that the Keystone Pipeline project
has been effectively delayed, attention has
turned to the Northern Gateway oil pipeline. This project is proposed by the Canadian company Enbridge, and would transport 525,000 barrels of oil a day from the
Alberta oil sands to the West Coast, to be
shipped mostly to China.
It is not a huge surprise that there are
many who are opposed to this proposal, citing various environmental risks.
Both Enbridge and Prime Minister Stephen Harper have adopted the rhetoric
of nationalism, and have attacked various
Canadian environmental non-governmental organizations (NGOs), that oppose the
pipeline, for accepting American funding.
Stephen Harper has on several occasions
expressed his concern that American influence will muddle with Canadian interests.
As he said in an interview with Peter
Mansbridge, “Certain people in the United
States would like to see Canada be one giant
national park.”
Though as Mansbridge pointed out, this
is something of a double standard consider-

ing the billions of dollars Chinese investors
have pumped into Alberta's oil business.
The project is currently under review, and
there have been several protests organized,
including one by the people of Hartely Bay
First Nation, in which more than 600 people took part.
Considering the fact that the future of
the project is far from certain, the question
becomes, “Would this be good for the Canadian people?”
The debate over this pipeline has become
polarized, as demonstrated by people on one
side calling this project a nation-builder,
while the other side simultaneously calls it
the construction of the next Exxon Valdez
oil spill.
Due to the fact that the benefits versus the
costs of this project are as clear as mud (or as
clear as oil), here are some of the cold hard
truths of the project:
On the one hand, Enbridge is saying this
$5.5 billion project will create 3,000 construction jobs, 1,550 pipeline maintenance
jobs, 560 other long-term positions and 270
billion dollars in economic profit.
As Paul Stanway, Enbridge's communication spokesperson said, “You can buy a lot
of hospitals and schools with that kind of
money.”

On the other hand, there are the environmental concerns that include: the potential of a large oil spill; the risk of small oil
spills, which according to a study conducted
in Alberta is about two per every 1,609 kilometre stretch of pipeline; the acidity of bitumen, which is higher than typical crude oil,
causing greater erosion of the pipeline; the
fact that the pipeline passes through sensitive ecosystems such as the Great Bear temperate forest; and of course, that pesky little
problem of global warming.
The concerns over the proposed pipeline
are, however, not limited to environmental
risks, and also include economic repercussions.
According to an economic assessment
done by Robyn Allan, former CEO of
Insurance Corporation of British Columbia, opening up the Canadian oil industry to global markets would cause, “inflationary price shock which will have a negative and prolonged impact on the Canadian
economy by reducing output, employment,
labour income and government revenues."
Allan points out that Enbridge does not
account for this impact when putting forth
its revenue figures.
In addition, the construction of the
Northern Gateway pipeline also has a high

opportunity cost.
By further opening the Canadian oil economy, it reduces the affordability of refining our own oil. Synthetic (refined) oil sells
for approximately $90 a barrel compared to
crude's $60. This pipeline would be pumping out 525,000 barrels a day, which translates into a daily loss of $15,750,000 dollars
a day.
Not to mention Canada imports more
than half of the crude oil we need from
places such as Venezuela, Algeria and the
Middle East, despite having the second largest oil reserves in the world.
It seems to me that this proposed pipeline simply proves that oil can still grease the
hands of politicians.
When one takes into account the environmental and economic risks of this pipeline,
it's fairly clear that it outweighs the financial gain.
Enbridge and governments collecting royalties will benefit, while First Nations and
others living in close proximity to the pipeline pay the greatest costs.
Luke Hildebrand is a second year student
studying politics and economics. He grew up
in Kenora and Winkler, and moved to Winnipeg last year.
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Train’s passengers served as sounding board for screenplay
Madison Thomas used Winnipeg talent to produce post-apocalyptic film
Jenna Friesen
Beat reporter

What would life in Winnipeg be like if the
world went down the drain?
Madison Thomas is exploring this idea
through her post-apocalyptic film This Is
Why We Fight.
The movie is 20-year-old Thomas’s final
project in the University of Winnipeg’s Filmmaking II class, the equivalent of an honours
program for film students.

“When people would come
into my compartment who
were English speakers,
I would bounce ideas off
them. They actually have
credits in my movie as
collaborative writers.”
- Madison Thomas, filmmaker

Thomas, who studied film at a summer
program in Prague, came up with the idea
for her project on a train ride after the program was completed.
“There was no TV, nothing like that; I
had a computer with me but obviously no
Internet access,” she says.
With hours to kill on the train, she just
started writing.
“When people would come into my
compartment who were English speakers,
I would bounce ideas off them,” she says.
“They actually have credits in my movie as
collaborative writers.”
Just under 30 minutes in length, the

movie follows protagonist Caleb Jacobs, who
sells moonshine and cocaine to get by in this
future Winnipeg, but still does his best to be
a good guy.
“He has this strong set of rules that he
lives by that he believes keeps him a decent
human being,” she says.
The character’s dedication to his principles results in some difficult decisions.
“One day he finds this woman passed out
in his driveway, and because of this set of
rules, if he leaves her there, that’s inadvertently killing her, so he takes her in.”
Thomas got most of her costume pieces by
asking for thrift store clothing that couldn’t
be sold.
“I spent my Christmas break bleaching
things, sandpapering things, ripping things,”
she says.
Another adventure was shooting scenes
right on the river in the middle of winter the crew taped a heat pack to the back of the
camera’s viewfinder to keep the fluids from
freezing.
A similar tactic was used with a sevenyear-old actor: sticking foot-warming packs
around the inside of his jacket kept him
warm and frostbite-free.
“I won’t miss filming in winters in Winnipeg, that’s for sure,” she says, referring to
her plan to move to Toronto to pursue her
film career.
However, for now, Thomas intends to
enter her movie in the U of W’s student film
festival, which takes place in April.
The other 11 students in Thomas’s class are
making a variety of their own films, from
comedies, fact-based dramas and even one
in which a young man wants to give his soul
to a mannequin.
“We’re a very versatile class,” she says.

Cheyenne Rae

U of W film student Madison Thomas came up with the idea for her film This Is Why We Fight while traveling in
Europe.

The Uniter presents:

Team Apocalypse
Aaron Snider

Culture reporter
The apocalypse is a time to face facts.
When the vast army of people that make our modern lives
livable - from grocery store clerks to doctors to Manitoba
Hydro employees - not only cease to do their jobs, but

you may be useless, but you still
have time to make useful friends

also join the minions of the walking undead, wanting nothing
but to devour your flesh, that computer science degree on your
wall will begin to look even more inadequate than usual.
Many of us spend so much time interacting with technology that depends on electricity that we’d be helpless if the grid
failed. In the any number of situations that could lead to full
societal collapse, it will be the people with practical skills who
survive and thrive.
Here at The Uniter, we know that journalists are little bet-

ter than zombie fodder and will probably be among the first
to be sacrificed.
So we’ve assembled a team of survivors with the necessary
knowledge and skills, put their numbers into our quick dial
and done everything in our power to enter our names in their
good books.
We suggest you do the same.
This is Team Apocalypse.

Rob Schmidt
The Marksman

Laura Reeves
The Botanist

Gundars Reinfelds
The Handyman

Matt Jenkins
The Welder

Jesse Matas
The Multi-Purpose Minstrel

Rob has been shooting guns since
he was a boy, racking up hundreds
of hours behind the sights. He prefers not to disclose the number of
firearms that he owns, saying only
that he has more than he can use
at one time.
He is a three-time Manitoban
provincial champion in the International Practical Shooting Confederation (IPSC). The keyword
there is practical. Also champion.
The competition involves hitting
targets while moving through a set
course. And if that’s not enough,
Rob also manufactures his own
ammunition from recycled brass
casings and sometimes uses lead
bullets moulded by hand.
Whether you’re worried about
marauding looters, alien invaders
or zombies, you’ll be glad to have
him on your side.

Equipped with a B.Sc. in botany
and nearly 20 years working as a
botanist for the Tall Grass Prairie
Preserve, Laura knows flora and
then some. Add to that her work as
a wildlife survival teacher at Room
to Grow, a sustainable and healthy
living farm in Boissevain, Man.,
and Laura is someone you really
want to know if you’ll be spending
any amount of time in the wilderness.
Her skills go way beyond identifying wild plants and knowing
which are good to eat, though. She
knows their medicinal properties,
as well as which are good for making rope or even bows and arrows.
She’s taken several courses in tracking and wilderness awareness and
survival, too, which means she can
probably find some delicious animals to eat when chewing on leaves
and twigs gets old.

These days it seems like anyone who
knows which way to turn a screwdriver gets the handyman label.
Gundars is handy on a whole
other level.
This is a man who repairs complex scientific equipment for the
University of Winnipeg chemistry department for a living, using
whatever materials he can find to
get the job done. He’s used parts
from an old computer keyboard
to solve plumbing problems. He
built his wife a Nordic ski exercise
machine from an old printer and a
washing machine.
This guy is like MacGyver on
steroids.
You won’t be surprised to learn
he also does all the mechanical
work on his own cars and snowmobiles, which means Gundars will
be nice to have around when your
zombie-proof bus breaks down at
an inopportune moment.

After getting into blacksmithing as
a summer job at Lower Fort Garry
during university, Matt found it
addictive. He now works during the
day as an engineer doing design for
a local custom metal manufacturer,
yet still finds time to hit the forge
and even teaches a blacksmithing course at Cloverdale Farm, just
outside of Winnipeg.
The forge is a good venue for
Matt to make whatever anyone
wants. “You get me some steel
wool, I could knit you a Volkswagen,” he says.
As the source of all tools, the
blacksmith is in perfect position to
supply apocalypse survival hopefuls
with gear they require.
And while better blacksmithing
tools will obviously give you a better result, Matt says that rudimentary metal work can happen with a
rock and a campfire. Cha-ching.

It’s impossible to know absolutely
every skill that the apocalypse will
require, so a good, ol’ fashioned
jack-of-all-trades won’t go amiss on
the team.
Matas knows his way around a
chain saw, which makes him doubly useful as a log cabin builder and
a melee warrior in a bind. He’s currently learning to build a log cabin
without the use of any power tools,
just to increase the degree of his
badassery.
He also has a softer side - as
part of folk trio Crooked Brothers, Matas has honed his skills as
a multi-instrumentalist and songwriter.
Let’s face it: things might get a
little tense at the end of the world,
and some relaxing folk music could
help avert a (second) meltdown.
This minstrel can also climb
trees, speak several languages and
fry up a mean pickerel, just in case.
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Set the tone with this cluster
Third annual integrated arts and music festival to open eyes to concepts of art
Kaeleigh Ayre
Arts reporter

A cluster is defined as a number of things of
the same kind, growing or held together and that is what this festival is all about.
Cluster 2012 is the place to see experimental, risk-taking art on an international scale.
Focusing on new music, opera, drama and
improvisation, Cluster has been expanding its focus and discovering the strength in
numbers over the past three years.
Created by composers Heidi Ouellete and
Luke Nickel in 2008, the inaugural Cluster Festival was held in 2010. The pair met
through a compulsory composer seminar at
the University of Manitoba, where they were
both attending.
“Being composers, thinking of the new
music scene in Winnipeg, we initially were
trying to think of ways to encourage the creation of new music and new art, specifically
forward-thinking and emerging art in the
city,” says Ouellete, 27.

“There's a real communal
spirit (at Cluster), everyone
eats long meals together
between rehearsals, every
meal is a feast, ideas are
born around the table.”
- Kelly Lovelady, composer

“When we started feeling like there wasn’t
enough, we thought, well, rather than just sit
around and complain about it or talk about
how we wish it were here, we’re going to do
something ourselves. And we really feel we
have a new voice and something unique to
present.”
“Very quickly we started seeing that there’s
a hole in the scene that’s bigger than just a
music festival,” says Nickel, 23.
“The idea of a festival of integrated art and
many different art forms that were all banding together was quite important to us. We
realized that if we wanted to do something
successful, it was to actually bring everyone
together into a community-oriented event.”
Being held over three nights in three different venues from March 8 to March 10,
Cluster 3 is going where few have dared to
venture before: opera.
Each evening features a different piece
with numerous guest artists, including Trio
86 as well as video artist jaymez, and work
from the founding pair themselves, with an
excerpt from Nickel’s Ophiuchus Rising open-

Aaron Sivertson

You might get lost in a cluster of great new art at Cluster Fest (but it will be worth it).

ing the festival on Thursday.
Cluster has attracted international talent,
particularly in Kelly Lovelady, the Australianborn, U.K.-based composer who completed
her master’s degree in conducting at the U
of M.
Lovelady has been commissioned to
devise, direct and conduct the three operas
being presented at the festival in the style of
her performance art collective PAZZIA.
Lovelady had nothing but praise for the
young fest.
“Cluster is truly unique in its level of artist support,” Lovelady says via email. “There's
a real communal spirit, everyone eats long

meals together between rehearsals, every meal
is a feast, ideas are born around the table.
“The directors (Ouelette and Nickel) take
everything into consideration, they don't just
curate a concert series, they curate an ensemble of personalities that naturally fuel and
feed off each other. I think that's what makes
it so manically creative, and the audience can
feel that energy.”
Montreal-based flutist Solomiya Moroz is
another featured artist who will be performing throughout the program.
“Cluster will probably be the most experimental festival (in terms of the new music
and collaboration aspect) that I have par-

ticipated in,” Moroz says by email from the
road. “Other festivals always place emphasis
on contemporary composers who are more
of the established type rather than emerging
and experimental.”
Cluster 3 takes place from Thursday, March 8
to Saturday, March 10. Tickets are $10 for students and $15 general admission. Passes are
$25 for students and $40 for general admission. Tickets and passes are available at
McNally Robinson or at the door. For more
information and the complete schedule, visit
www.clusterfestival.com or call 204-223-9939.

CD REVIEWS
VELA

MARY JANE STOLE
MY GIRL

Sea Of Madness
Independent

JANICE FINLAY
Anywhere But Here
Independent

Mary Jane Stole My Girl
Independent

This three-song EP from the now-defunct instrumental band
Vela is for anyone interested in a soundtrack to escapism.
The epic opener, Vessel, eases you into a world of dreamscapes that cuts into an uplifting cry of instruments elevating the mood that then simmers back to music best played
as the backbone to a state of reflection. The underwhelming
Dear Ripley unfortunately leaves you feeling bored by the
middle, which really hurts such a short offering. Closer
Radiance reverberates with a sense of renewal and positive
hope that is a suitable ending to the EP, but it’s not enough
to save it. Yes, Sea Of Madness will transport you, but you
have to be in the mood for it. Therein lies the challenge - in
the wrong mood the EP risks blending into one song without
any distinction.
- Adam Petrash

David Skene is a songwriting genius - you just don’t know
it yet. One spin of this Manic Shakes front man’s first solo
effort will be all the proof you’ll need. The album is filled with
cleverly crafted singer-songwriter/lo-fi pop songs that at
times are blended with garage, dashes of punk and hints of
alternative rock that create a recipe that’s memorable and
fresh to your musical palate. The opener, Dylan Thomas, is
as brilliant as lo-fi pop music can get and immediately hooks
you for all the songs to follow. Is This What You Were Waiting
For? shows a poignant poet serenading us with an acoustic
guitar. But overall, the album truly showcases Skene’s gift for
melody. This album is the kind of art you should have to pay
for - but Skene is offering it for free at www.maryjanestolemygirl.bandcamp.com. Genius.
- Adam Petrash

In an age when few people still listen to jazz (and usually
only to past legends like Miles Davis and Thelonius Monk), it’s
important to remember that many supremely talented artists, such as Janice Finlay, are still contributing to the genre.
This latest self-released album follows her debut album
She’s Hip (2007) and keeps listener's attention by combining
old ideas with new ones. The woodwind triple threat (flute,
clarinet and sax) gets the album off to a swinging start with
The Houston Shuffle. Finlay’s accented sax playing hooks
the listener instantly. By the time the band journeys back to
the head (after a delightful vibes solo by Don Thompson) it
is beyond doubt that Janice’s melody is one of pure genius.
Finlay, who can be found playing at Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra pops concerts, ventures on with a breathy and light
album, including the beautiful Remember Me with vocalist
Erin Propp. This album is smoother than butter and Finlay’s
jazzy woodwind exploration makes Ron Burgundy look like an
untalented chump.
- Derek Loewen
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Islands are forever
Despite various side projects, Nick Thorburn delivers another solid Islands disc
Nicholas Friesen

Arts and culture editor
For almost a decade now, Nick Thorburn
has been crafting daring and beautiful indie
music. From the fantastical indie pop of Unicorns to recent supergroup Mister Heavenly,
the man who calls Islands his main focus has
been busy for almost 10 years.
“A decade, yeah. Goddamn,” sighs Nick
Thorburn over the phone from a tour stop
in Washington, D.C. “I think on a personal
level I feel like I've achieved a lot. I don't
know about commercially or critically, but
that's always the conflict - not feeling properly understood or appreciated.”
The Montreal-formed, Los Angeles-dwelling Islands took some time off between
2009’s Vapours and this month’s A Sleep & A
Forgetting.
Recorded mostly live off the floor in 10
days, the disc is stripped down, musically and
emotionally.
“It's actually good for playing live because
stripped down is essentially what all live performances are,” he says. “We were on a limited budget, but it also makes sense because
we were trying to do something that was
minimal, that was as honest and direct and as
immediate as possible.
“I think that was really the idea going into
it, to make these songs sound not rushed or
hurried, but fresh. A level of spontaneity not
in the performance or the arrangement but
in the tone.”
That tone is a sombre one, but with a few
upbeat moments, such as Hallways and Can’t
Feel My Face.
So when something so intimate and personal is thrust into the world, does the artist
wonder how it will be interpreted?
“I glance (at reviews) but I don't really read
(them), especially with this record because it's
so personal,” he says. “It's really weird to read
the deconstruction of what is so literal so I
try to avoid getting too deep with it. But I'm
curious - I don't like to exist in a vacuum.”

supplied

Riding the bench: Formed in Montreal, indie pop band Islands current resides in Los Angeles.

Thorburn’s most honest record to date is
somewhat of a concept disc.
“There is a theme and a through line,”
Thorburn says. “I don't see 'concept' as a
pejorative, necessarily. I think if songs have
connections to other songs that make a cohesive point I don't think it's a bad thing. The
whole MO of Islands is that it really could be
anything.”
With all of that in mind, is there anything
that Islands won’t become?
“It could be reggae-tone, dubstep ... well,
no, probably not any of that shit,” he laughs.

“It could go in any direction, I'd like for it to
be flexible, malleable.
“I will never rap, that's a guarantee. But I
definitely want to make rap music, like the
production side of it, or sing on hooks. I'm
interested in that.”
Thorburn has already dabbled, rocking a
falsetto on the chorus of Buck 65’s Gee Whiz
and working with New York rapper and producer El-P.
“I like to dip my toes in that world because
I'm a fan, so I like to be involved.”
No matter what he’s working on, we’re just

glad that he’s making some of the most innovative and thought-provoking pop music
around.
See Islands at the West End Cultural Centre on
Saturday, March 3
 Idiot Glee will also perform
 Doors open at 7:15 p.m., show at 8 p.m.
Advance tickets are $15 at the WECC, Ticketmaster,
Music Trader and the Winnipeg Folk Festival Music
Store, or $20 at the door
 Visit www.islandsareforever.com

Surviving punk
Ex-Stranglers front man Hugh Cornwell can’t be stopped
John Van Laar

Volunteer staff
Artists forge their way through with hard
work and dedication. They snatch up ephemeral ideas from the ether and breathe life into
them and render them anew, giving them
shape, life and voice.
Elder statesman of punk rock Hugh Cornwell has been doing that for the last three
decades and continues to do so.
“The more I do, the more stimulated I get
- it’s never ending and it’s a spiral going outwards,” Cornwell says by phone from his Los
Angeles rehearsal space.
The ex-Stranglers front man started playing guitar in school and university, continuing with his education and followed his love
of music.
“I went to Sweden - there was a lot of draft
dodgers there from America, a lot of great talent and creativity,” he says.
Returning to the U.K., Cornwell formed
The Stranglers in 1974, a hugely successful
punk rock band that played alongside formative bands and musicians such as The
Ramones, Patti Smith and The Sex Pistols.
In 1990, Cornwell decided to forge a new
journey and he began his solo career.
He released several solo albums, of which
Totem and Taboo is his latest. Cornwell has
promoted the album online through PledgeMusic.com, which helps artists and bands
design a specifically tailored fundraising campaign to raise money for their next release.
“You have to accept the things the way
they are going and to adapt to the situation,”

he says. “I can see a good side; anyone anywhere can get a hold of your music as long
as they have a link to the Internet, which
is amazing for distribution, the potential to
reach an infinite large audience. The bad side
is you only can get single one-link songs, so
you are cutting up the album into 10 to 12
bits and it loses the album’s wholeness.”
Cornwell kicked off his tour in Arizona
last week and will be covering the States,
Canada and many European dates. Along for
the ride (and sharing bands) is ex-Sex Pistol
Glen Matlock.
“Glen and I have the same agent; he
called me up from New York and asked if I
was interested in doing a tour with him, so I
jumped on the chance.”
With a tour, shooting a film in Spain and
a new book in the works, time is a commodity for Cornwell.
“I have a busy schedule this year - the new
CD I recorded in Chicago with Steve Albini,
shooting a film in Spain after the tour...”
With all of this, the longtime punk hasn’t
had time to settle down.
“I’ve never been married, not by design (it) just happened,” he says. “I can afford to
make changes in my professional life, it is a
luxury, and I am exercising that luxury. If you
have a Rolls Royce in the garage, you would
be stupid not to drive it. Moreover, I have
this freedom, freedom to travel, freedom to
work, freedom to move between disciplines
of expression. The more I do the more stimulated I get; it’s never ending.”
No chance of cooling his jets, Cornwell
continues to inspire, create and entertain.
“I have had a great journey so far, and it
keeps getting better and better, I’ll keep going

Supplied

Legendary Stranglers frontman Hugh Cornwell will kill the Pyramid with Sex Pistol Glen Matlock.

into the sunset.”
 See Hugh Cornwell at the Pyramid Cabaret on
Saturday, March 3
 Glen Matlock will also perform

 Clem Burke (Blondie) and punk legend Steve Fishman play in both bands, with James Stevenson joining Matlock on guitar
 Advance tickets are $16 at Soul Survivors Body
Art (118B Osborne St.)
 Visit www.hughcornwell.com
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Music Listings
SATURDAY, MARCH 3

GREG REKUS
THURSDAY, MARCH 1

FRIDAY, MARCH 2

Folk-punk solo act GREG REKUS holds his
Euro tour kick-off party at the Lo Pub along
with KRIS RENDINA, MARSHALL BIRCH and TWIN.
The Choose Your Charity series continues at
the Winnipeg Free Press News Café with the
soulful FLO performing for World Vision.
Blues singer LINDSEY WHITE performs at Pop
Soda's Coffeehouse & Gallery.
He's still got it! ERIC BURDON & THE ANIMALS
play McPhillips Station Casino.
MICHEL ROY performs at the Park Theatre Café.
SCOTT NOLAN plays his weekly gig at the Standard.

Celebrate Winnipeg's cultural city hall, Aqua
Books, and its big move from 274 Garry St. by
taking in an amazing jazz show put on by some
the biggest names in the local jazz scene,
including STEVE KIRBY, QUINCY DAVIS, HEITHA
FORSYTH, AMBER EPP, KEITH PRICE, KARL
KOHUT, LUKE SELLICK and many more.
LIL’ ED & THE BLUES IMPERIALS are a party and
a half at the Times Change(d) High and Lonesome Club. Come early!
Doom-metal act SCAB SMOKER’s album release
party is at Negative Space with SINGLE WHITE
FEMALE, DEAD RANCH and CETASCEAN.
DODGING DAYLIGHT is in from B.C. playing the

Zoo with TINNITUS, THE RUINED and IMMORTAL
SACRAMENT.
It's an Ozzy's punk night with QUAGMIRE, IGOR
AND THE SKINDIGGERS, THE PINKSLIPS and TERRORIST.
Guess who's at the Pyramid this Friday? You
guessed it - FRANK STALLONE.
ENJOY YOUR PUMAS, FEDERAL LIGHTS and
ROCOCODE play the Lo Pub.
CHET BREAU BLUES BAND plays Highway 75
Blues & Sports Bar, 1011 Pembina.
LOUIS GILLESPIRE performs at Prairie Ink Café
in McNally Robinson.
HOPE FOR HAITI BENEFIT DANCE PARTY is at
Mondragon with SILVER FOX and DJ KASM.

Indie-rock act ISLANDS perform at the West
End Cultural Centre with IDIOT GLEE.
HUGH CORNWELL of the STRANGLERS and
GLEN MATLOCK of the SEX PISTOLS play the
Pyramid.
An epic battle of the bands is at the Zoo with
DAILY, EMPTY STANDARDS, GIV'R, LEGS, NEW
RENAISSANCE, RECOVERED, THE BOKONONISTS
and THE SUN MACHINE all facing off for Canadian Music Week.
THE PERPETRATORS play their weekly gig at
the Times Change(d) High and Lonesome
Club.
VICKI SHAE performs at Pop Soda's Coffeehouse & Gallery.
SHINDIG! returns to the Yellow Dog Tavern for
Mod Marty's birthday featuring DJ CABERNET
and PENNY LANE.
DUSTIN HARDER AND THE DUSTY ROADS BAND
play 555 Osborne.
SOUL KILLING FEMALE's big EP release is at
Crescent Fort Rouge United Church with TWIN
and GRAND MASTER.
THE XX FACTOR: WOMEN ON THE WHEELS OF
STEEL DANCE PARTY featuring MAMA CUTSWORTH is at the Lo Pub with proceeds going
to the West Central Women’s Resource Centre.
Celebrate Aqua Books’ new location with a
show at the Manitoba Theatre for Young People featuring AL RAE, FRED PENNER and the
ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY BAND OF HMCS.

THE UNBELIEVABLE BARGAINS are a bargain
of a good show at Pop Soda's Coffeehouse &
Gallery.
NEW MUSIC WEDNESDAYS continues at Ozzy's
with funk act TAYLOR AND YOUNG, THE TELL
and MARK DAVID STALLARD.

UPCOMING EVENTS
SUBCITY's final show is a live album recording at the West End Cultural Centre on Friday,
March 9 with guests THE WINDUPS.
ELECTRIC SIX return on Tuesday, March 13 at
the Pyramid. You have been warned.
Folk-punker ANDREW JACKSON JIHAD plays the
Lo Pub on Friday, March 16.
RED MOON ROAD’s long-awaited release party
is on Saturday, March 17 at the WECC with BOG
RIVER.
SAMANTHA SAVAGE SMITH is coming to the
WECC on Sunday, March 18 with local francofolk act MARIJOSEE.
Ex-Can front man DAMO SUZUKI will be at the
WECC on Thursday, March 22.
Folk fest favourite THE CAT EMPIRE plays the
Garrick Centre on Wednesday, April 4.
JOEL PLASKETT and FRANK TURNER play the
Garrick Centre on Saturday, April 21.
SOCIAL DISTORTION play the Burt on Monday,
April 23.
GREAT LAKE SWIMMERS are back at the WECC
on Friday, May 4.

SUNDAY, MARCH 4
MARK DAVID STALLARD performs at Pop Soda's
Coffeehouse & Gallery.
BIG DAVE MCLEAN's weekly Times Change(d)
gig is every Sunday at 8 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 6
Juno award-winner AMELIA CURRAN is at the
Park Theatre and Café.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7
Melodies On Mercredi at the West End Cultural Centre continues with LORENZO and TRIO
BEMBE.

Want to see your
event in The Uniter?
E-mail your listing to listings@
uniter.ca. The deadline for all
listings is Tuesday. The Uniter
is published every Thursday, so
send your listings 9 days prior to
the issue you want your listing
to appear in. It’s free. It’s easy.

MORE MUSIC THIS week

SOUL KILLING FEMALE

IDIOT GLEe

AMELIA CURRAN

Utopia Mine and Landmines, the first two releases from local metal
band Soul Killing Female, are atmospheric, moody affairs that
sound like what would happen if Trent Reznor collaborated with
Roger Waters, David Gilmour and Neurosis.
SKF’s new EP Farewell to Light is still atmospheric and moody,
but this time around, band leader Michael Lewis has traded his
electric guitar in for an acoustic.
“I like acoustic guitars - it’s one of my favourite-sounding
instruments along with the cello and piano,” the 33-year-old
explains.
Lewis describes the songs on Farewell to Light as a bridge
between 2010’s Landmines and the material that will appear on
Kind of Red, SKF’s next full-length, which is tentatively due out
in October.
He wrote the Farewell and Red material all on acoustic guitar
at the same time and then transferred them over to electric instruments. The songs on Farewell just worked better on acoustic guitar, though.
“They just felt right on the acoustic guitar and so I thought,
OK, I like these, I want to put them out, they don’t fit with this
other record, but I think they’re worth developing. So I set them
aside and said, OK, I’m going to make an acoustic EP just to see
if I can - just to step outside my comfort zone.”
See Lewis step outside his comfort zone as Soul Killing Female
releases the EP with a show at Crescent Fort Rouge United Church
(525 Wardlaw Ave. at Nassau) this coming Saturday, March 3 at 7
p.m. Tickets are $6 at the door, and Grand Master and Twin will
also perform.
Visit www.kill-a-dj.com.

This bedroom recording/performance project of 23-year-old Lexington, Kentucky native James Friley is barely three years old, yet
already incredibly prolific.
With a warble (and backups) reminiscent of Fleet Foxes front
man Robin Pecknold, Idiot Glee is a polished Daniel Johnston,
as showcased on last year’s Paddywhack full-length, a collection of
cassettes, EPs, 7” singles and even a cassingle.
The songs are mellow and precious, lead by haunting organ
throbs, glockenspiel magic and poignant lyrics. Such tunes as Paddywhack’s, Don’t Go Out Tonight and Jamie’s Song from the I Did
It Sober cassette are so simplistically beautiful that you’ll wonder
why you haven’t already downloaded everything from Friley’s collection.
In addition to these releases, Friley has helped others put out
discs through his Hop Hop Records label and his Itslips Tapes
imprint, but it’s the Paddywhack LP that is gaining Idiot Glee
some great ink.
NME writes that “his debut makes like Wes Anderson leading
a barbershop quartet with voices rich as full-fat milk, blissed-out
organs echoing the glory days of a now-shabby ballroom.”
The greatest praise comes from Pop Matters, who, after attempting to write off Friley as another Pet Sounds-loving 20-something,
praises him by saying “(he) brings together two incredibly disparate styles - nightclub piano crooning and loop-based sampledelica - to create a collection of tunes that sounds like nothing else
in modern pop (no, really). That is, of course, unless Tony Bennett decides to celebrate his 90th birthday by collaborating with
Atlas Sound.”
See Friley open for Islands at the West End Cultural Centre on
Saturday, March 3. Visit www.idiotglee.com.

We can forgive Amelia Curran for not releasing anything since
2009’s glorious Hunter, Hunter LP, as that was her fourth disc in
six years. The Newfoundland-born, Nova Scotia-raised singersongwriter has racked up her fair share of accolades, especially
from that most recent disc.
The Globe and Mail says her voice “has the sound of faith and
experience,” while Chart Magazine boasts that she “could very
well be a poet, as her lyrical perception borders on unmasked
vulnerability and contemplative wistfulness.” That, and winning
the Juno award for Best Roots and Traditional Album (Solo) and
coming first place in the 15th Annual USA Songwriting Competition, which holds Alannah Myles and Nenna Yvonne among
its winners.
The songs are intimate and generally showcase her alone with
her guitar. Fittingly, Curran prefers to work alone when she’s
writing.
“I can’t write when someone else is in the house,” she tells
Canadian Interviews. “It is really kind of terrible. Usually nighttime is best. I’m a moody artist, right? So I drink, you know? I’ve
got to have a glass of wine or a pint of beer or something, and a
couple cigarettes and all that foolish romantic artist stuff. But it
really, really helps.”
After finishing up this year’s annual In the Dead of Winter
Festival, a Halifax acoustic event that Curran curates and started
with singers such as Jenn Grant, Jill Barber and Rose Cousins,
it’s good to see Curran back on the road.
See her at the Park Theatre on Tuesday, March 6 at 8 p.m.
Tickets are available at The Park Theatre and Music Trader for
$17. The show is all ages. Visit www.ameliacurran.com.

- Aaron Epp

- Nicholas Friesen

Read more from this interview at www.uniter.ca.

visit uniter.ca/listings for more of what’s happening

- Nicholas Friesen
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The Boyz are back
2009’s Fringe Fest hit returns to Prairie Theatre Exchange
Matthew TenBruggencate
Volunteer staff

Prairie Theatre Exchange’s main space is in a
state of controlled chaos as the media call for
Altar Boyz - PTE’s current co-production with
Winnipeg Studio Theatre - gets going.
Lights shoot from every angle; the accompanist strikes a few chords on his piano; the five
actors who make up the mock Christian boy
band warm up their voices - each rehearsing a
different song. Artistic director Bob Metcalfe
has to shout to rein everything in.
Then the guys leap into their first song and
dance (We Are the Altar Boyz) for the gathered
cameras. It’s a jumping, twisting number, welcoming Winnipeg to the final show of the Raise
the Praise tour.
The Boyz harmonize and gyrate for the sake
of their audience’s souls. The piece ends and the
guys are covered with a light sheen of sweat.
Their chests are heaving.
Then they do it again. And again.
Despite 12-hour rehearsals over the past three
days, the piece still sparks with energy.
Three years after the satirical Altar Boyz made
a sweeping run at the Winnipeg Fringe Festival,
these guys are pumped to be back.
“We’re so lucky that things worked out, that
we get to be here with the same cast,” says Jeremy Walmsley, who plays boy band leader Matthew.
He’s joined by Joseph Sevillo (Mark), Michael
Lyons (Luke), Marc Devigne (Juan), and Simon
Miron (Abraham, the band’s lone Jew) to fill
out the cast of the 2005 off-Broadway hit.
Each actor is nostalgic about the 2009 Fringe
production.
“Every show sold out,” says Lyons. “We
always had lineups. And the audience really got
into it.”
“They got super loud,” Walmsley adds.

Award-winning filmmaker MARY HARRON (I
Shot Andy Warhol, American Psycho and The
Notorious Bettie Page) will be in Winnipeg on
Saturday, March 3 at 2 p.m. at Cinematheque to
introduce her films and do a sit-down interview.
Celebrated director NORMA BAILEY will lead
an in-depth conversation with Harron discussing her films, her career and her roots in punk
music. Please purchase tickets in advance as
seating is limited.
MOTH DIARIES, Harron’s latest work, explores
the world of gothic horror and adolescent girls.
This chilling and evocative vampire tale is set
at an all-girls boarding school and former hotel
nestled in the forested countryside. The film
shows Saturday, March 3 at 7 p.m. at Cinematheque with an introduction by Harron.
Harron will also introduce her masterpiece
AMERICAN PSYCHO on Saturday, March 3 at 9
p.m. Based on Brett Easton Ellis’s shocking and
savage 1991 novel, Harron creates a powerful
and sometimes hilarious satire of 1980s corporate greed by toning down the book’s excess
and violence.

Matthew TenBruggencate

Just like Christ, the Altar Boyz have returned.

“Coming in for a show and having lineups
stretch to the Globe, it was surreal,” Miron says.
“You do feel like a rock star doing this play.”
“It’s rare that you get a chance to do something you love twice,” says Winnipeg Studio
Theatre director Kayla Gordon.
With this co-production, she’s gained the
budget for a full set, costumes and props - the
original run was scaled down due to Fringe
setup constraints. The cast has also gained the
time to find a more refined, blended sound.
“We’ve switched up some of the parts to
clean things up, make it more specific,” Walmsley says.

“To get five guys with different vocal training to blend, that’s hard,” Miron observes. “This
time, we’re trying to sound just like the album;
it forces you to lift up your performance.”
Walmsley looks at the lights and glowing
stage, then smiles.
“It really feels like a concert.”
Altar Boyz runs until Sunday, March 11 at the
Prairie Theatre Exchange, 393 Portage Ave.
Thirty minutes before the show, unsold tickets
are available to students for just $10. Visit www.
pte.mb.ca for more info.

DANCE PREVIEW

MELANCHOLIA plays Sunday, March 4; Wednesday, March 7; and Thursday, Marcy 8 at 7 p.m. at
Cinematheque.
CINEMA POLITICA presents a film screening of
THE PURITY MYTH on Tuesday, March 6 at 7 p.m.
in Eckhardt-Gramatté Hall at the University of
Winnipeg. There will be a panel discussion and
reception to follow. The film is presented by
Hollaback Winnipeg, the University of Winnipeg
Womyn's Centre and the UWSA.

LITERATURE
Prairie Fire Press presents PRAIRIE FIRE WORDFEST - nine events in eight venues. This year's
focus is on writers (many from Saskatoon) who
were influenced by Anne Szumigalski. Prairie
Fire Wordfest 2012 runs from Monday, March
5 until Saturday, March 10. Highlights include
readings by MARK ABLEY, ELIZABETH PHILIPS,
MARI-LOU ROWLEY and a lecture by ANNE SIMPSON entitled POETRY AND COMMUNITY at the
University of Winnipeg. All lectures and readings are free and open to the public. For more
information, contact Andris Taskans or Janine
Tschuncky at 204-943-9066.

Royal Winnipeg Ballet delivers an old favourite in Giselle
Kaeleigh Ayre
Arts reporter

Much like the Disney vault, the Royal Winnipeg
Ballet is resurrecting an old favourite.
Originally premiered in 1841, the classic Giselle
tells the tale of heartbreak and loss from beyond
the grave.
Giselle is a peasant girl that falls in love with a
deceitful nobleman who has disguised himself as
a peasant in order to “sow some wild oats” prior
to his marriage.
Hilarion, a gameskeeper who is in love with
the girl, warns her against trusting the disguised
Albrecht, but she fails to heed his advice. When
it is revealed that Giselle has been betrayed, she
goes mad and dies.
But that is not the end of Giselle.
The audience is introduced to the more
ghostly side of the story with the introduction of
the Wilis in the second act, as Hilarion grieves at
Giselle’s grave.
The Wilis are an ensemble of girls who have
been jilted at the altar, and come back from the
grave to exact revenge for their loss by dancing
men to death.
Alanna McAdie portrays one of those Wilis an ethereal, vengeful spirit.
The 21-year-old is a graduate of the RWB
School Professional Division as well as the Collegiate at the University of Winnipeg, and she
has been enjoying her first season with the company as an apprentice.
“In the first act I’m a peasant girl, or a pas
de six girl,” McAdie says by phone over a break
from her rigorous rehearsal schedule. “Then
we’re Wilis in the second act.
“I love ballets, like Swan Lake, where you’re a
real person in the first act, and then you totally
transform into this ethereal creature,” she says.
“It’s been an amazing experience, because the
Wilis rehearsals are almost solemn. Our characters were all left at the altar, left by our husbands-

IN DIALOGUE, the Manitoba Writers’ Guild
reading series, continues with ERIN MOURE at
the Winnipeg Free Press News Café on Monday,
March 5 at 7:30 p.m.

GALLERIES & MUSEUMS
UNTITLED by MARIGOLD SANTOS shows at
Aceartinc., 290 McDermot, from Friday, March 2
to Thursday, April 5.

The Royal Winnipeg Ballet does it again with Giselle.

to-be, so we’ve all suffered heartbreak.”
While Giselle may seem like a weak female
character, the second act packs a girl power
punch.
“There’s actually only two males on stage in
the whole second act - Albrecht and Hilarion,”
she says. “Myrtha is the queen of the Wilis, and
she sort of leads the army (of ghosts). Hilarion and Albrecht are in love with Giselle and
(Myrtha) has so much anger towards these characters because we’ve all suffered the heartbreak
of these men.
“We end up killing Hilarion off and throwing him into the lake. It’s just a really powerful story.”
Thanks to the choreography and musical score, the emotionality comes easily to the
Wilis.
“Adolphe Adam wrote the music for it. It’s
incredible music. You find yourself in certain
scenes so angry at Hilarion, and it’s just because
the music is so strong,” McAdie says.

David Cooper

“At other points you’re so heartbroken. The
music has had such a huge impact on creating
the role for me.
“Sometimes you’re just standing there, like
when Giselle and Albrecht are dancing and
you’re just standing at the side, it’s purely the
music pulling the emotion out of you.”
The role of Giselle is to be danced by Vanessa Lawson in her first role this season following her recovery from an injury.
Lawson first danced this role the last time the
ballet was presented 10 years ago, but this production has been revamped, with new costumes
and new sets.
The Royal Winnipeg Ballet’s Giselle is at the Centennial Concert Hall from Wednesday, March 7
to Sunday, March 11. Curtain at 7:30 p.m. Sunday matinée curtain at 2 p.m. Tickets are available through Ticketmaster and the RWB Box
Office at 204-956-2792. Visit www.rwb.org for
more information.

The WAG is showing AMERICAN CHRONICLES:
THE ART OF NORMAN ROCKWELL from Friday,
March 2 until Sunday, May 20.
SOS, new works by LIZ GARLICKI, is a site-specific light project installed in various empty
buildings in and around downtown Winnipeg.
You can see the works at Tumble Contemporary
Art, 748 Sargent Ave., and 618 Arlington St. until
Saturday, March 3.
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Sharing the healing process
Genevieve Krahn’s Imperfection show is on now at Frame

Nicholas Friesen

Local artist Genevieve Krahn's Imperfection exhibit is on now until Friday, March 9 at Frame Gallery.

Nicholas Friesen

Arts and culture editor
Altona-born painter Genevieve Krahn had a
rocky couple of years.
After being raped as a teenager and fighting mental illness, she has found new life in
painting works for her first show, Imperfection, on now until Friday, March 9 at Frame
Gallery.
Consisting of over a dozen empowering
pieces featuring strong females and bold
tones, most of the paintings were done over
the last five months, and exhibit a raw honesty with a delicate touch.
“I work long hours painting,” Krahn says.
“I've become completely absorbed in it - it's
become my life. It's kind of a subconscious
thing that I had these crazy life experiences
and I knew I needed to portray them somehow. All of a sudden I was like, 'I'm gonna
do this show and it's gonna be about all this
stuff.’ It was a very spontaneous thing that
happened.”
As spontaneous as it gets, it was only a
month ago that Krahn realized this was actually a series.
“It just kind of evolved on its own,” she
says. “It's that much more inspiring to know
that it's within you and that you're not planning for the outcome to be a specific way.”
With all of this moving in a somewhat
fluid manner, deadlines are still important,
especially when there is a show booked.
“I need deadlines to get stuff done, otherwise I just procrastinate,” she says. “If you
really like doing something, you're actually afraid of what other people will think
because you're so passionate about it. Actually showing these pieces, I was really nervous about it because I poured so much into
it. It makes sense that I did better on my
own deadline than if I was in school.”
Maybe it’s the fact that the self-taught
Krahn has never had any formal training in
painting that made the process seem more
natural.
“I've been an avid sketcher for my whole
life and dabbled in painting on and off,”
she says. “I grew up in a creative home. My
mom is an artist as well.”
It’s often difficult for an artist to put into
words what exactly their art means, so she
lets the work speak for itself.
“I went through a good four- or five-year
stint where everything that could possibly go
wrong went wrong,” she laughs. “It's about
how vulnerable and painful and weak I felt,
but how I didn't really let it control my life.
“I rose up against it and didn't wallow in
it. You turn painful things into really strong
and beautiful things.”
Check out Genevieve Krahn’s show at Frame
Gallery, 318 Ross Ave., from noon to 6 p.m.
daily until Friday, March 9. Visit http://genevievekrahn.tumblr.com.
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The world is ending, cue the music!
A look at 10 apocalypse flicks
Nicholas Friesen

Arts and culture editor
There are countless movies about the end of the world. Some take a
realistic approach, while others are totally over the top. Here’s a rundown of each style and if any of them could actually happen.

ceive, making her humanity's last hope.
Is it realistic? Set in a very believable 2027, the riots and post-apocalyptic feel are a lot like what is going on in many parts of the world
right now - so, yes. That, and Michael Caine is the world's best living
actor, so you've got to at least believe him.

The “world is really screwed” film
2012 (2009)

Director Roland Emmerich has made a career out of shitty disaster flicks, from 1998's Godzilla to 2004’s The Day After Tomorrow, so
hopes for this turkey were not high.
When your president is Danny Glover (the man can't even get a
cab!) then you know the world is already screwed.
Is it realistic? No. Solar storms? Mutating neutrinos? I took astronomy twice and don't remember hearing about any of this. John
Cusack as a struggling sci-fi writer/limo driver? Maybe.

The "we can prevent this" film
Terminator 2: Judgment Day (1991)

The realist film
Last Night (1998)

This superior sequel finds Edward Furlong learning that he’s the
saviour of the world and that Robert Patrick is going to run very fast,
morph into metal and kill any coffee-drinking security guards that
get in his way.
Not much of the future is seen, but in the end, we're left thinking
the world might be OK (if you can forget the sequels/TV series).
Is it realistic? Taking place in the slight future (1995), Skynet was
actually supposed to become aware and destroy us all last April, so it's
good that, you know, it's not too realistic.

The world is ending at midnight on New Year's Eve (Toronto time)
and actor/director Don McKellar just wants to spend his last hours
alone. Instead, he spends it putting up with his family, helping Sandra Oh find a car and making out with his buddy Callum Keith
Rennie (who is spending his time fucking everybody he never got
to fuck). With appearances by David Cronenberg, Bruce McDonald and Jackie "Hetty from Road to Avonlea" Burroughs, it's a Canadian classic.
Is it realistic? Very. It's sad, funny, morbid and sweet all at once.
The fact that they never address how or why the world is ending lets
the audience focus on the characters.

17

March 1, 2012

The Uniter

GALLERIES & MUSEUMS
Wayne Arthur Gallery presents NEW WORKS
IN BLUE AND GREEN, mixed media art by JEAN
WIENS. The exhibition opens Sunday, March
4 and continues to Tuesday, April 3 at 186
Provencher Blvd.
YOU HAVE TO TELL THEM, I'M NOT A RACIST by
DIVYA MEHRA shows at Gurevich Fine Art, 62
Albert St., until Thursday, March 8.
Urban Shaman Main Gallery presents ELK
DREAMER’S DREAM by LINUS WOODS. The exhibition goes until Saturday, March 10.
NOWSCAPES: paintings and photographs by
ALERRY LAVITT shows at the Gas Station Arts
Centre until Friday, March 23.
PLUG IN ICA presents A MOON OR A BUTTON,
LIKE-MINDED and AND ALL WATCHED OVER BY
MACHINES OF LOVING GRACE. All three exhibitions show until Sunday, March 25.
Semai Gallery presents COLLECTIVE AMNESIA by
JOSH KERSCHTIEN until Saturday, March 31 at
264 McDermot Ave.
The Manitoba Museum presents CIRCUS! SCIENCE UNDER THE BIG TOP. The exhibition demystifies the daring and death-defying feats of the
greatest show on earth, and puts you in the
centre of the action. The exhibition runs until
Monday, April 9.
Gallery 1C03 and Oseredok Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Centre present I LIKE TO
BELIEVE I AM TELLING THE TRUTH by CHRIS REID
until Saturday, April 14.
OUR CANADA by MARY VALENTINE and DAVID
OWEN LUCAS shows at the Buhler Gallery at the
St. Boniface Hospital until Sunday, May 20.

THEATRE, DANCE & COMEDY
KICKED BY A DUCK explores issues surrounding mental health and shows at Churchill Park
United Church on Friday, March 2 and Saturday, March 3. More information is available at
churchillparkunited.ca.

The "modern day ice age" film
The Day After Tomorrow (2004)

The second ice age is upon us and only climatologist Dennis Quaid
can save us - but if I remember correctly, he's too busy trying to save
his son. Or something. The plot wasn't very clear, and when I saw it,
there was this couple next to me that kept making out and nudging
me, so I couldn't stop laughing for various reasons.
Is it realistic? No, just watch the South Park episode Two Days
Before the Day After Tomorrow, which is much more realistic.

The zombie film
The “world is screwed” film
Armageddon (1998)

The granddaddy of blockbuster flicks.
It's got Ben Affleck eating animal crackers off of Liv Tyler's belly
(the romance), Will Patton being alienated by his ex-wife (the heartache), Steve Buscemi being a jerk (the indie wit) and Mr. Planet Hollywood himself, Bruce Willis.
Is it realistic? I don't know - is sending a bunch of oil drillers into
space to put a bomb into an asteroid realistic? Wouldn't it have been
more realistic to train astronauts how to drill? Either way - there's a
hilarious drunken Affleck commentary track on the Criterion Collection edition.

The “last man on earth” film
The Omega Man (1971)

The second of three I Am Legend adaptations gives us Chuck Heston
as the last man on Earth, Rosalind Cash as his Black Power love interest and a whack of white-faced "albino" mutants who are hunted by
(and in turn, hunt) Heston.
Is it realistic? It takes place in 1975 and wasn’t believable back then.
It’s probably best to stick to Vincent Price in The Last Man on Earth
- campy, but at least fun.

The hopeful film

Children of Men (2006)
Alfonso Cuarón's devastatingly beautiful adaptation of P.D. James's
novel about a world in which women are unable to get pregnant was
incredibly innovative in its use of one-take action sequences. Clive
Owen winds up chaperoning a young woman who is able to con-

Dawn of the Dead (1978)
George A. Romero's masterpiece and sequel to the flick that invented
the zombie as we know it finds a pair of SWAT team goons, a reporter
and his lady friend holed up in a mall while the zombies take over the
rest of the planet. Not just a great zombie movie, but a great movie
in general.
Is it realistic? Surprisingly, yes (if corpses could be re-animated),
and it's the bible for zombie flicks.

The sacrifice film
Sunshine (2007)

This one finds Cillian Murphy and company attempting to re-ignite
the sun, which is dying. The gang, which dissolves rapidly when its
members go insane and start offing each other, is actually the second
crew to attempt this feat, so the trek is seen as a suicide mission from
the get-go.
Is it realistic? Within the context of the story, quite. That, and Rose
Byrne is really cute in it.

The timing film

The John Hirsch Theatre at the MTC Mainstage shows THE FIGHTING DAYS until Saturday, March 3.
WSO Concerts for Kids presents SYMPHONIC
SORCERY: THE MUSIC OF HARRY POTTER on Sunday, March 4 at the Centennial Concert Hall.
Come see recent graduates and senior students from the PROFESSIONAL PROGRAM OF
THE SCHOOL OF CONTEMPORARY DANCERS (SCD)
begin their careers as professional dancers
with a performance on Sunday, March 4 at the
Rachel Browne Theatre.
Fringe hit COUNTRIES SHAPED LIKE STARS plays
Wednesday, March 14 through Saturday, March
17 at 8 p.m. at Studio 320, 70 Albert St. Meet
Gwendolyn Magnificent and Bartholomew Spectacular - a duo whose love story is best heard
through a tin can telephone. With water glasses,
whirly winds, a mandolin and performer-operated lighting, they create the images and
sounds of a landscape forever altered by regret.
Go to www.winnipegfringe.com for more information.
COMEDY OPEN MIC NIGHTS in the ‘Peg are Sundays at The Cavern with JOHN B. DUFF, Tuesdays
at The King’s Head Pub and Mondragon, and
Thursdays at the Standard Tavern.
COMEDY ON THE CORNER is at the Times
Change(d) High and Lonesome Club on Saturday, March 3.
Shaw TV’s WEEK THUS FAR tapes in front of a
live studio audience at the King’s Head Pub
every Monday at 7:30 p.m.

End of Days (1999)

Made in the death rattle of Arnold Schwarzenegger's acting career,
this one has Arnie playing a suicidal bodyguard who is given a chance
at redemption by protecting Robin Tunney from Gabriel Byrne's
hilarious Satan, all to the tune of Limp Bizkit.
Is it realistic? As it came out in 1999, it was somewhat timely with
the whole Y2K scare, but ultimately it wasn't believable because, you
know, the likelihood of Satan trying to impregnate Tunney to take
over the world is about as likely as Arnie being elected into office oh, wait…

CORRECTION:
The man in the photo accompanying the article "Celebrating Canadian
music" (Feb. 9, page 14) was incorrectly identified as Polaris Music
Prize founder Steve Jordan. The man
pictured is not Steve Jordan.
The Uniter regrets the error.
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AWARDS & FINANCIAL AID
THE UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG AWARDS:
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards

Scholarships, Awards and Bursaries
The General Bursary Program for students with financial
need is now closed. The deadline was Jan. 30, 2012. Those
that applied will receive notification of the results near
the end of February through their webmail account.
The Graduate & Professional Studies Expenses Bursary is
now available for application for students in their final
year of an honours or B.Ed. program who are applying
to pursue post-undergraduate studies. These awards are
given out on a first-come, first-served basis and will be
available for application until the funds are exhausted.
Application forms are available on our website: http://
www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awd-bursaries.

T4A tax forms for awards received in 2011
In order to properly receive a tax receipt (T4A) for awards
received from the University of Winnipeg in 2011, we must
have your current address and social insurance number
on file.
If you need to update or provide this information, you can
do this one of two ways:
Email studentcentral@uwinnipeg.ca with your name,

complete address and social insurance number, if needed.
Visit Student Central in person - 1st Floor Centennial

Hall.

The Awards and Financial Aid staff of the University of Winnipeg provides the student body with current information on award
opportunities. This information is updated weekly.

This is very important. You must have completed this
by Wednesday, Feb. 15 in order for us to capture your
information for your tax receipt.

Tax receipts will be mailed to the address you have
recorded on your student account at the end of February.

Tuition Fee Deferral
Government Student Aid recipients that applied before
Dec. 16, 2011 had been given Tuition Fee Deferral until Feb.
4 to pay their outstanding fees.
What does Tuition Fee Deferral mean?

You have been given a one-month grace period so that:
a. Your registration is not cancelled, and
b. You are not charged late payment fees.
NOTE: If your tuition payment was not received by Feb. 4,

you will have to make financial arrangements in person
at Student Central to ensure your registration is not
cancelled. Bring your government student aid documents
with you to show proof of pending payment(s). Late fees
may apply.

External Awards:
The university is often notified by companies and
organizations about awards they have for students in
post-secondary education. Here are a few awards that are
available right now:

The Dalton Camp Award

Deadline: March 15, 2012

Established by Friends of Canadian Broadcasting in 2002,
the Dalton Camp Award honours the memory of the late
Dalton Camp, a distinguished commentator on Canadian
public affairs. The award will go to the winner of an essay
competition on the link between democracy and the
media in Canada. In 2012, there will be one award consisting of a $5,000 prize as well as a bronze cast medal by
the late Canadian sculptress Dora de Pédèry-Hunt. Up to
four finalists will also be recognized and awarded a prize
of $1,000 each.
Visit www.friends.ca/dca.

Business Council of Manitoba Aboriginal
Education Awards
Deadline: March 30, 2012

If you are of aboriginal ancestry, you are eligible to apply
for a Business Council of Manitoba Education Award
if you meet the following criteria: you are a citizen of
Canada and permanent resident of Manitoba, having
resided in Manitoba for the last 12 months; you plan to
attend a Manitoba public post-secondary institution in
any discipline (trades, business, general studies, science,
etc.) in the 2012-2013 academic year; you plan to maintain
full-time status (at least a 60 per cent course load); and
you are in need of financial assistance.
The Business Council offers awards to assist with the cost
of tuition, books and supplies during the academic year.
Each award is up to a maximum of $3,000 for university.

All applicants are eligible to reapply each year of their
studies for a maximum of three years.
Recipients of the awards may be considered for summer
and/or part-time employment with one of the Business
Council's member companies.
Visit www.businesscouncil.mb.ca for more information
and to download an application form.

CAPI Advancing a National Dialogue Award
Deadline: March 30, 2012

The Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute (CAPI) is an
independent, non-partisan policy forum that addresses
mid- to long-term policy issues of significance to the agrifood sector. CAPI has identified three major themes on
which to focus its work: food and wellness, sustainability
and viability.
The Institute is focused on stimulating a national
dialogue on agriculture and agri-food issues by addressing the policies that will enable Canada's agri-food
sector to thrive in the domestic and global agri-food
marketplace. CAPI's objective includes developing policy
ideas that provide future options for the framework
agreement developed by federal, provincial and territorial
governments, known as Growing Forward.
Advancing a National Dialogue seeks out fresh ideas
from graduate students for policies or models that will
enhance Canada's competitiveness in the emerging
agriculture and agri-food world. This initiative has been
made possible through the support of Farm
Credit Canada (FCC).
One award of $10,000 CA (non-renewable)
and two awards of $5,000 CAD are available
to candidates studying at the graduate level.
Visit https://juno.aucc.ca/wes/capi_e.html.

L'Oréal Canada For Women in Science
Research Excellence Fellowships
Deadline: April 2, 2012

With the Support of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO, L'Oréal Canada will give two
fellowships of $20,000 CAD each to female
post-doctoral researchers in the field of life
sciences. The fellowships offered alternate
each year between the fields of life sciences
and engineering/pure and applied sciences.
This fellowship is a part of the For Women
in Science Program, which recognizes the
importance of the contributions of women
in the progress of science. Applications
will be reviewed by a panel of scientists,
including representatives from the Canadian
Commission for UNESCO and L'Oréal Canada.
Candidates must conduct their research at a
Canadian host institution or organization.
Visit https://juno.aucc.ca/wes/hes.aspx?pg=9
34&oth=0005342012&lg=1.

Seven Oaks General Hospital
Bursary
Deadline: April 25, 2012

For healthcare or fitness professionals
pursuing a second degree, post-graduate
studies, or technical training related to a
career in health promotion and wellness, including studies related to lifestyle behaviour
change, nutrition, health promotion, disease
prevention, chronic disease management
and research. There are two $500 bursaries
available to successful candidates.
Awards will be paid to the educational
institution towards their tuition.
Visit http://www.sogh.winnipeg.mb.ca/ and
click “Employment.”

Did you miss an issue
of The Uniter?
Visit www.uniter.ca to download
a PDF of any of our issues.
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Crossword Puzzle & Sudoku 21

Solutions to this week’s sudoku and crossword in next week's issue.
sudoku Skill level: easy

4
1

3 8
5 2
5
4 6 7 9

9

8
3

5 2 3 4
4 6
1 8

8 2 4

1 5

7 6 1

8 4
A

www.pdfpad.com/sudoku

bestcrosswords.com

Across
1- Bond servant
6- Factory
10- Vamp Theda
14- Emblem
15- Buck follower
16- Not many
17- Biting
18- Building for storing hay

33- Warsaw residents

62- Handle

from King's Cross to Pica-

38- Bird feed

36- Double curve

63- Away from port

dilly Circus?

40- Inattentive

39- Put ___ on it!

64- Pace

10- Simple song

41- Where It.'s at

40- Cringe

65- Two

11- In progress

43- Actress Anderson

41- Ashtabula's lake

66- Comic Foxx

12- Theatrical entertainment

44- Fine sheer fabric

42- Bit

67- Actress Ward

13- Amazes

45- Period of five years

43- Big dipper

68- First name in cosmetics

21- Family

47- Absorb, as a cost

44- Protuberance

Down

23- Salt Lake City hoopsters

48- Immerse

25- Two-legged support

49- Words to live by

27- Future doc's exam

50- Roofing stone

28- ___ breve

52- Boris Godunov, for one

29- Sudden assault

53- Hurler Hershiser

30- El ___

55- Sounds like a kitten

34- Nocturnal bird

56- Defeat

35- Guarded

57- End in ___ (draw)

36- Della's creator

58- Single

37- Indication

61- Health haven

45- ___ favor
46- Hindmost part

19- Deep affection

48- Views

20- Antelope

4- Action word

52- Screw bean

24- Bro or sis

5- Cherish

54- Kettledrum

26- Write down

59- Hard fatty tissue

27- Radio pioneer

60- "…countrymen, lend me

31- Actor Beatty
32- Assert as a fact

your ____"

2- Ness, for one
3- Fit to ___

51- Sun ___-sen

22- Persevering

1- Celestial body

6- Fairy queen
7- Some nest eggs
8- Actress Sophia
9- One who takes the tube

Solutions to puzzles from the February 23, 2012 issue.

4 7 9 1 5 6 8 3 2
3 1 5 2 9 8 7 6 4
6 2 8 3 7 4 9 1 5
2 8 4 6 1 9 5 7 3
1 5 3 8 2 7 6 4 9
7 9 6 4 3 5 1 2 8
5 6 1 9 4 3 2 8 7
9 3 2 7 8 1 4 5 6
8 4 7 5 6 2 3 9 1
A

95.9 FM CKUW Campus/Community Radio
February 20-26, 2012		
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Top 10 CD – Albums

! = Local content * = Canadian Content

Artist				Recording			

Label

!John K. Samson 				
!The Noble Thiefs 				
!Mariachi Ghost 				
*Rae Spoon 				
!The Lonely Vulcans 				
Bjork 				
!Cannon Bros 				
!The Ripperz 				
!The Vibrating Beds 				
!Smoky Tiger 				

AntiPipe & Hat
Self-Released
Saved By Radio
Transistor 66
Nonesuch
Disintegration
The New Form Label
Transistor 66
Self-Released

Provincial 				
Beyond the 11th Deck 			
Machete EP 			
I Cant Keep All Of Our Secrets 		
Vulcan Cesspool 			
Biophilia 				
Firecracker/Cloudglow 			
You Are The Moon 			
Sing The Blues 			
Dragontiger 			

An Open
Relationship
with Melanie Dahling

Love at the end of
the world
Well, dear reader, the last couple of days
have been so tragic I can’t help but find
them hilarious.
A couple days after my last column
came out - the one where I gushed
about my awesome relationship - I was
dumped.
I was dumped the night before what
was both a pretty tough midterm and
Valentine’s Day.
I was dumped after I spent a good
chunk of time making a mixed CD that
I spent my last five dollars on. I had to
borrow money from a friend to buy a
household item that came to a grand
total of $1.01, because they wouldn’t let
me use my mom’s Visa card.
Heavy stuff, folks.
I am honestly not writing this to elicit
sympathy from you or hatred toward
my ex.
Thing is - this whole ordeal has
shown me how awesome my life is, with
or without some Johnny to keep me
warm at night.
In one day I got a flood of supportive texts/phone calls, free food and even
a new notebook from someone who had
no idea about my situation, but was just
thinking about me.
Yesterday I woke up after a good
sleep, was gifted candy from a cute guy
and got a gig performing in a big-deal
comedy show.
You can talk about how shitty the
universe is or how unlucky you are, but
I truly believe that whatever you focus
on expands and the difference between
the “haves” and the “have-nots” is that
the “have-nots” learned at some point to
expect to be treated badly.
Like attracts like, and life only sucks
as much as you let it.
That’s why Charlie gets the golden
ticket, y’know? (I totally get that I am
over-simplifying here, but just go with
me).
I truly want someone to be good to
and who wants to be good back. That’s
all I’ve ever wanted. I don’t ask for much
more from a person.
I want frequent text-versations when
possible, the odd “you look nice today,”
and to be the one who gets to have those
special conversations with someone that
no one else gets to have.
I had that with somebody, and it was
fleeting, but what of it? I don’t get mad
at a s’more for being gone after I partake in its deliciousness. Some things
can only be enjoyed for so long.
I don’t know where to go from here,
dear reader. There is a part of me that
wants my ex to be downstairs right now
ready to beg for me to come back, and
then there’s the part of me that falls in
love with beautiful strangers on a daily
basis.
Right now I am trying to enjoy the
mystery.
I’m not the only one who has had
her heart broken, but I am the only one
with my unique set of hilarious, talented, silly and kind-hearted friends.
Plus I’m a fucking hot, smart and
funny girl who loves to make-out and
play laser tag, so there’s that.
Will Melanie Dahling find love again?
Or will she pack it in and join a nunnery? What type of dates would you like
to see Melanie go on? It’s a choose-yourown-adventure in column form! Email
your ideas to melanie_dahling@hotmail.com.

Ernie
"I like bright colours and
simple patterns."

The Uniter Fashion Streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the Helsinki fashion blog www.
hel-looks.com. Each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual expression and
celebrate that you are really, really good looking.
Jade Markus

Extra, extra!
Read all about it!
Pick up a copy of The Uniter each week at
these fine establishments:
Artspace Building

Yellow Dog Tavern

Mondragon

West End Cultural Centre

Into the Music

Universite de St. Boniface

Folk Festival Music Store

Times Change(d) High &

Pita Pit (Bannatyne)

Lonesome Club

Red River College

Globe Cinema

(Princess Street Campus)

Winnipeg Art Gallery

The Fyxx (Albert,

Safeway (River @ Osborne)

Broadway)

Movie Village

The King's Head

Gas Station Theatre

The Lineup

Toad in the Hole

www.tinyurl.com/TheUniter

Winnipeg Free Press Cafe

The Zoo

Twitter:

The Underground Cafe

McNally Robinson

www.twitter.com/TheUniter

Plug In ICA

Cousins Deli

Stella's (Buhler Centre,

The Nook

You can find us
online as well:
Website:
www.uniter.ca
Facebook:

Sherbrook and Osborne)
Hi Hostel/Lo Pub

University of Manitoba
(University Centre)

