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Photographed in their Portage 
Avenue rehearsal space on 

Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2012
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BY CARSON HAMMOND

Q: ARe you conceRned About youR pRivAcy on fAcebook?

Riley McMurray, 
second-year student, 
political science
"Being concerned 
about privacy on 
Facebook is really 
mainstream."

Andrew dearborn, bison 
books employee, u of M 
student
"A little bit, yes, because 
I'm going to be a teacher. 
I have to read up on the 
privacy settings and be 
aware not only of what 
I can put up, but who 
(owns) the rights to what 
I put up."

Alysia defreitas, 
second-year, biochem-
istry
"I am for sure. With 
technology today, if 
you can get one piece 
of information from a 
social networking site, 
your identity could be 
taken. That's why I'm 
very cautious of what I 
put on there."

James Hillier, second-year 
student, kinesiology
"I believe my privacy is 
affected on Facebook. I'm 
tightening up my privacy 
settings and taking some 
pictures down."

Adam carrigan, security 
guard
"No, I'm not concerned 
about my privacy on 
Facebook. Content that 
I want to keep private I 
don't put on there."

beth schellenberg, twist 
cafe barista, part-time 
student
"I'm not that concerned 
about Facebook. I feel like 
my life would probably be 
better without it."

JENNA FRIESEN
BEAT REpORTER

Colin Smith has volunteered at CKUW 95.9 
FM for six years and loves a job most people 
would try to avoid: he spends many of his hours 
cataloguing music.

“My inner librarian tingles at the thought of 
doing this work,” he said.

Smith originally intended to co-host a radio 
show with a friend, but when she moved away 
he was left wondering what to do. He stumbled 
across the need for organizing the stacks of CDs 
and other music the station receives weekly, and 
the match was made.

“I like cataloguing, and I like making [adver-
tising] spots,” he said, adding that he’s enjoyed 
becoming an expert on music from his wide range 
of exposure to different artists and albums.

“There have been times when I catalogued 
something then ran down and bought it.”

Smith said that working for an independent 
station has a unique flavour.

“It’s pretty habit-forming,” he said. “Small 
things, out of the mainstream, are where the 
interesting things happen.”

Friday, Feb. 10 marks the start of CKUW’s 
annual Fundrive, through which the station 
hopes to raise its target of $53,000 that will help 
keep the station running.

The pledge campaign, which runs until Fri-
day, Feb. 17, has happened annually since 
CKUW joined the FM dial in 1999.

Station manager Rob Schmidt said the sta-
tion has always met its pledge targets. He said 
the fundraising was built into the station’s plans 
in order to “balance our funding with support 
from the community, because that’s a success-
ful model.”

The amount is a third of the station’s oper-
ating budget and helps CKUW to maintain its 
independence from advertisers, he added.

“Because we want to remain independent, 
that funding from the community is really 
important. It allows us to keep growing and 
continue being independent,” Schmidt said.

Also, if community members are donating 
money, they’re more likely to be invested in the 
radio station, he said.

“It sort of builds a better relationship with 
our listeners.”

And having people listen to and actively par-
ticipate in the programming is CKUW’s aim.

“That’s the idea of a community station,” 
Schmidt said.

Each year, show hosts bring on special guests 
and live music, prizes are awarded for different 
pledge amounts, and there are several live events 
throughout the week.

“We try and make the week special,” he said. 
“Almost a celebration of the radio station and 
our independence and all the great things we 
have in Winnipeg.”

Smith sees the annual Fundrive week as an 
opportunity for the community to become 
involved with the station.

“It not only keeps us on our toes,” he said. 
“It keeps us in touch, and I think we’re better 
for it.”

Schmidt said that CKUbreW, the Fundrive 
week beer from 2011, will make another appear-
ance this year at the Lo Pub, where many of the 
Fundrive events are taking place.

Chris Young, who works at Half Pints, said 
there was enough demand to make an entire 
batch of CKUbreW.

“Last year it sold out and that’s really the 
point of it all,” he said. “Last year it sold out 
pretty quickly.”

The sound of community
independent radio station cKUw kicks off annual fundraising event

cKUw program director robin eriksson works the boards. cKUw begins its annual Fundrive on Friday, Feb. 10.

JENNA FRIESEN

UniTer PicKs
Five Fundrive events you need to check out

1. Fundrive Kick Off Party

The lo Pub, Friday, Feb. 10 at 9 p.m.

i’m Trying records showcase featuring lyzie Burt, lit-
tle house and The hoots.

cKUbrew will be on tap.

2. Joe Nice

rudolph rocker cultural centre, saturday, Feb. 11.

3. Jokes on You - Comedy Night

Mondragon Bookstore and coffeehouse, saturday, 
Feb. 11

John wilson and his crew will be funny.

4. Sexual du Voyageur

The lo Pub, Tuesday, Feb. 14 at 8 p.m.

all slow jams will be playing, with dJ sets by co-op and 
rob Vilar, along with live music by superfantastique, a 
band featuring members of les Jupes, Boats and Viri-
dans. a portion of the proceeds will go to the Fundrive.

5. Disintegration Label showcase

The lo Pub, Friday, Feb. 17 at 8 p.m.

This disintegration label showcase will feature slow 
dancers, cannon Bros, haunter and nova.
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Navigating Facebook’s privacy policies
when it comes to the world’s biggest social network, how safe is your information?

JUSTIN LUSCHINSkI
BEAT REpORTER

Nathan Wild got a Facebook profile a year 
ago to keep in touch with distant friends.

He decided to delete his account when he 
joined the “Quit Facebook” movement, but 
when he visited a friend’s Facebook page later 
on, he found out that his account was still on 
Facebook.

"You can't delete anything on Facebook. 
When you delete your account, it goes dor-
mant, but when you log on Facebook, it still 
shows that you exist,” he said.

“Those people can see you on their lists, 
and people started asking me, ‘Oh, why 
don't you respond to my messages?’ And I 
say ‘Because I shouldn't have an account any-
more,’” Wild said.

Facebook’s data use policy states you can 
either deactivate or delete an account.

Deactivating just puts the account "on 
hold" in case you want to reactivate it later, 
while deleting it will permanently eliminate 
your account, though backups and caches 

might still exist for up to 90 days.
However, with Facebook’s new template, 

Timeline, expected to roll out to all user pro-
files in the coming weeks, comes new privacy 
and data use policies.

With Timeline’s magazine-like layout, 
users can freely scroll back in history - months 
or years at a time - on a profile page, opening 
up a user’s entire history on Facebook.

However, the privacy settings are automat-
ically set to “public,” meaning some people 
will be posting things they thought were pri-
vate.

"I think it's a bit like rearranging deck 
chairs on the Titanic,” said Collin Franche, a 
freelance security expert.

“Either way, it's a large system where peo-
ple are putting tons of information on it, 

people can still find information on you."
As of Wednesday, Feb. 1, Facebook is now 

a publicly traded company, with its stock 
offering predicted to be $100 billion.

According to their IPO application, 85 per 
cent of Facebook revenue comes from adver-
tising. This is in relation to the Federal Trade 
Commission’s (FTC) investigation, which 
ordered Facebook to uphold its privacy poli-
cies, and allow it to be audited by the FTC to 
make sure they keep with those policies.

Facebook has been no stranger to contro-
versy.

Jennifer Stoddart, Canada’s Privacy Com-
missioner, raised concerns over Facebook’s 
“Like” button, as well as the confusing pri-
vacy policy that Facebook used to have.

Facebook has been accused from every-
thing from selling information to advertis-
ers to being involved in a government con-
spiracy.

Ron Bowes, president of SkullSpace, an 
organization for computer programmers and 
hackers, believes that while Facebook cer-
tainly has problems, people shouldn’t put 
anything on Facebook they don’t want found 

out.
"People need to be aware of Facebook, or 

whatever they put online. They shouldn’t be 
making the assumption that their informa-
tion is safe,” he said. “Facebook accounts are 
stolen all the time through keyloggers and 
other programs."

Bowes is more concerned about how Face-
book can be used to gather information on 
people without their knowledge.

“With Facebook, it’s very easy to gather 
names and information without having to 
actually hack Facebook,” he said. “I’m afraid 
of governments using Facebook instead of 
getting a subpoena to wire-tap someone.”

Facebook accounts have been stolen in 
the past, most notably by hacker attacks by 
groups such as LulzSec and Team Poison.

Lulzsec has also stolen account informa-
tion from PayPal and Sony's PlayStation net-
work, forcing the network to be taken down 
for almost a month last year.

Read more about managing your online iden-
tity in the culture section of this week’s issue. 
Turn to page 17 for the story.

internet security experts are wary of Facebook's new Timline concept, where users can more freely scroll back months or years at a time on a profile page, opening up a 
user’s entire history on Facebook.

DYLAN HEWLETT

Spence Neighborhood Association rallies community to help West End fire victims
JENNA FRIESEN
BEAT REpORTER

The Spence Neighbourhood Association 
(SNA) has launched an appeal for donations 
for some 50 West End residents left with 
nothing following a $1-million fire that broke 
out in a Sherbrook Street apartment block 
last month.

“We just decided to meet with other staff 
and collect donations for people,” said Cor-
tney Sinclair, a staff member at the SNA. 
“They were in our community and there 
wasn’t really anything happening with orga-
nizations that exist.”

The fire broke Jan. 16 at 577 Sherbrook St. 
Police have since charged two men and one 
male youth with arson.

Still, many of the former tenants were 
without fire insurance, and some have strug-
gled to find temporary housing since, the 
SNA said.

The SNA is collecting everything from 
clean clothing to bedding, food, household 
items and financial support.

Sinclair said an email was sent out to 
recruit other organizations to collect items. 
The SNA building – a few offices and a recep-
tion area – wouldn’t be large enough to han-
dle many donations, she said.

“We’ve just been kind of networking all 
along together,” Sinclair said. “We at SNA 

don’t have the space base to collect every-
thing, so what we did is we branched out and 
asked other neighbouring organizations if … 
they could help in storing items.

“From there, we just started getting a 
swamp of phone calls, and the response… 

has kept us busy ever since,” Sinclair said.
There are several organizations storing 

donations, as well as some individual Winni-
peggers who have volunteered to store items 
in their homes.

About half of the families displaced by 

the fire have found housing while some oth-
ers are still waiting for government help, Sin-
clair said.

SNA is also helping displaced residents 
replace basic IDs that were lost in the fire.

“It was kind of just thrown together,” she 
said. “It was just kind of something that we 
didn’t really have a plan set for but we just 
immediately started figuring out as we went 
along.”

The lot at 577 Sherbrook St. is now a few 
piles of debris. Even the buildings next to it 
are empty.

Two neighbouring apartments, Sun Vue 
and Sterling Apts, also endured some smoke 
damage. Both buildings appeared to be 
empty but Sterling Apts had a sign indicating 
that construction was underway.

Marouane Gharbi, working the evening 
shift as the security guard at Sterling Apts, 
hadn’t seen many of the residents.

“They took their things a while ago,” he 
said. “Just construction now.”

He thought the construction would last 
another two weeks.

Gharbi didn’t know where the residents 
were living now.

“They always send them to hotels,” he said. 
“They always send them somewhere safe.”

For more information, visit www.sher-
brookfirevictims.ca, or call Sinclair at 783-
4141.

cortney sinclair of the spence neighbourhood association says former tenants of 577 sherbrook st. were 
without fire insurance, and some have struggled to find temporary housing since a fire destroyed the building 
in mid-January.

JENNA FRIESEN

The new TiMeline and yoU
once "timeline" is activated on your Face-
book profile, you have seven days to “clean 
up” your profile.

you might want to, because the new layout 
allows other users to more easily view all 
your old photos and posts, since the pro-
file quickly loads up everything, even from 
before the new change.

The best thing to do is go to the right-
hand column of years, and go through 
your activity list and delete that time you 
posted how much you hate your ex after 
they broke up with you.

it has to be done manually, unless you 
want to set your entire Facebook pro-
file to private, in which case, why are you 
on Facebook? you can also set posts to 
appear publicly, to friends or to a custom-
ized list of people.

if you use timeline apps, such as spotify, 
make sure you read the privacy policies, as 
its default settings may post things to your 
wall automatically.

“With Facebook, it’s very 
easy to gather names and 
information without having 
to actually hack Facebook.”
- ron Bowes, PresidenT, sKUllsPace



uwinnipeg.ca

You are invited  
to the 

Grand Opening of
 UWinnipeg’s  

AnX
• The University of Winnipeg Bookstore •

• Garbonzo’s Pizza Pub •
• Starbucks •

Friday, February 10th, 10:30am 
The University of Winnipeg AnX
471 Portage Avenue 
(Enter from Winnipeg Transit Station on Balmoral)

Light refreshments will be served

For a campus map and parking suggestions,
please visit www.uwinnipeg.ca and click on maps.
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After a short, yet widely acclaimed run of 
two years, Winnipeg’s own Sandbox Maga-
zine has published its eighth and final issue.

The magazine, which acted as a show-
case for local photographers, designers and 
writers, managed to garner significant atten-
tion over the course of its relatively short 
lifespan.

The announcement came as a surprise to 
many of the magazine’s readers when it was 
announced this past January.

“Was it profitable? No. Did we lose 
money? No. We broke even,” said Jeffrey 
Vallis, Sandbox’s former editor-in-chief.

“We never launched Sandbox to be a busi-
ness - it was never intended to be a money-
making venture. We did it completely out of 
our love for fashion and for Winnipeg.”

Vallis recalled first envisioning the quar-
terly magazine’s concept alongside co-cre-
ator Braden Alexander during their final 
months as students in Red River College’s 
Creative Communications program.

“We wanted to celebrate Winnipeg cul-
ture, lifestyle and fashion in a really beauti-
ful way,” he said.

So, ultimately, what brought about the 
project’s end?

“I guess in a way we bit off more than 
we could chew,” said Vallis, referring to an 

overloaded schedule involving regular work 
hours and, at various times, school.

“Running the magazine was a full-time 
job, in and of itself. That’s the sole reason 
why we’re shutting down. It became too 
much to handle, too big of a beast, and we 
just can’t manage it on the side anymore.

“We didn’t want to get to the point where 
we couldn’t give it our all,” he added. “Two 
years was the perfect time to wrap it up in a 
neat package.”

Last summer, Sandbox won the Western 
Magazine Award for Best New Magazine.

“(Winning the award) was a huge achieve-
ment for us. It was really exciting,” said Val-
lis.

Vallis was quick to stress the importance 
of the magazine’s various contributors in 
terms of its success.

“Everyone who worked for the magazine 
volunteered their time,” he said, “If it wasn’t 
for the contributors lending their time and 
talents, we would have never even made it 
to issue one.”

Sandbox amassed nearly 300 volunteer 
contributors in its time, giving young writ-
ers a platform to take part in Winnipeg’s 
fashion and media scene.

“It’s sort of bittersweet because it’s been 
a really great opportunity for writers like 
myself, as well as others,” said former volun-
teer Kristy Rydz. “It gave us an opportunity 
to push our own creative boundaries.”

Though the magazine itself has come to a 
definite end, Vallis confirmed he and other 
members of the Sandbox team will be collab-
orating with Downtown Winnipeg Magazine, 
a free, biannual publication that explores 
culture, lifestyle and business within the 
city’s downtown area beginning this spring.

Each issue will feature a five- to 10-page 
section focusing on fashion and the usual 
Sandbox fare developed by some of its for-
mer contributors.

Jason Syvixay, PR coordinator for Down-
town BIZ, said the partnership will be a 
good fit for both parties.

“We’re really excited,” he said. “It will be a 
really great way to connect with young peo-
ple in Winnipeg.”

And if one thing is for certain, Winnipeg 
can expect to see a lot more from the cre-
ators of the trendsetting phenomenon in the 
near future.

“We all have ideas,” said Vallis. “We’re 
definitely looking for ways to build on that 
spirit of what Sandbox has done over the 
past two years.”

Sandbox shuts down after two years
award-winning magazine celebrated winnipeg culture

Jeffrey Vallis, co-founder of sandbox, says running the magazine became too much work.
KAITLYN EMSLIE FARRELL

COMMUNITY EVENTS

skate to the spins of dJ co-oP and dJ hUnnicUTT at the 
Forks with soUl on ice on Thursday, Feb. 9 at 2 p.m.

on the eve of cKUw's Fundrive, Thursday, Feb. 9, three of win-
nipeg radio's craziest personalities are putting on a variety 
show at aqua Books. Join Johnny siZZle and lloyd & sell-
ecK lighT at 8 p.m. for some laughs, music and comic book 
radio theatre.

The rady Jcc Music ‘n’ Mavens season continues on Thurs-
day, Feb. 9 with royal winnipeg Ballet artistic director andre 
lewis and his lecture 26 dancing noMads: 70 years oF 
ToUring The world. all events are at the rady Jewish com-
munity centre from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Fort garry women’s resource centre presents FaB FeM FUnd-
raiser and silenT aUcTion with performances by alana 
leVandosKi and aisha alFa at the west end cultural centre 
on wednesday, Feb. 15 at 7 p.m.

The BiKe dUMP at 631 Main st. hosts a free worKshoP on 
how to assemble, tension and true a spoked bicycle wheel 
on wednesday, Feb. 22 at 6:30 p.m. until about 9 p.m. regis-
ter in advance by emailing grhmstwrt@gmail.com or calling 
204-990-1858.

The 5th annual growing local conFerence is Feb. 23 to Feb. 
25 at the Marlborough hotel with special keynote speaker 
winona ladUKe. laduke's lecture is about food sovereignty 
and the green economy. For more information or to register 
visit foodmattersmanitoba.ca.

ON CAMPUS

cKUw 95.9 FM, the U of w's campus community radio station, 
hosts its annual FUndriVe, a week of special on-air program-
ming and events on- and off-campus from Feb. 10 to Feb. 17. 
go to www.fundrive.ckuw.ca for more information.

students are invited to attend The UniVersiTy oF winniPeg's 
oPen hoUse on wednesday, Feb. 22 at the duckworth centre. 
There is a carnival, free food and every student receives a 

student package including a U of w bag.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The Uwsa BiKe laB is open! Pop by between 10 a.m. and 3 
p.m., Monday to Friday, to say hello or get involved. email 
bikelab@theuwsa.ca for more information, or join the Face-
book group at www.facebook.com/uwsabikelab.

The UniVersiTy oF winniPeg sTUdenTs' associaTion woM-
yn's cenTre provides a space where womyn can build com-
munity with other womyn. To volunteer phone 204-786-9788 
or email womynsctr@theuwsa.ca.

To volunteer for the UniVersiTy oF winniPeg sTUdenTs’ 
associaTion fill out an application on their website, www.
theUwsa.ca, or grab an application from their office in the 
Bulman centre.

To volunteer for Peer sUPPorT, email uofwpeersupport@
gmail.com, or grab an application from their office (orM13) or 
from the Uwsa.

To volunteer for Uwsa FoodBanK, email foodbank@theuwsa.
ca, or grab an application from the Uwsa.

The UniTer, the weekly rag you are holding right now, is 
looking for contributors. see your words in print or your pho-
tos and drawings on the page. email aaron at editor@uniter.
ca.

cKUw 95.9 FM is seeking volunteers for the music and news 
departments, and as hosts for programs. email ckuw@uwin-
nipeg.ca.

The wesT Broadway yoUTh oUTreach cenTre is always 
looking for more volunteers to help with a variety of pro-
grams including sports, tutoring and other programs to ben-
efit inner-city youth. call 204-774-0451 or stop by 222 Furby 
st. to offer your skills.

The sPence neighBoUrhood associaTion is looking for vol-
unteers to help with their programming. interested volun-
teers can download a volunteer application form at www.
spenceneighbourhood.org or call 204-783-5000 for more 

information.

haBiTaT For hUManiTy is looking to assemble an experi-
enced team of volunteers to assist with the salvaging and 
safe removal of a wide variety of donated items. For more 
information please call greg at 204-223-5160 or email gmal-
lett@habitat.mb.ca.

The salVaTion arMy on logan avenue needs KiTchen helP-
ers to assist in the preparation and serving of meals at 
their children's program on Thursdays from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Please call Breanne at 204-946-9490 or email youthworker@
mymts.net.

rUPerT’s land caregiVer serVices ring a ride program 
needs drivers to take clients residing in southwest winnipeg 
to appointments, shopping and social outings. compensation 
for gasoline and parking is provided. For more information 
please call 204-452-9491 or email us at rlcs_vol@mts.net.

ircoM is seeking three more committed individuals to help 
out with our newcomer literacy initiative (nli) program from 
now until the end of the school year. Volunteer eal class-
room assistants with our nli classes work with students 
under the direction of the nli teacher in one-on-one, small 
group and whole class settings. Volunteers generally help 
one day per week for two and half hours each shift. if you are 
interested in volunteering or want more information contact 
erin at erina@ircom.ca or 943-8765, ext 23.

The needs (newcomer employment & education develop-
ment services) cenTre is looking for VolUnTeer MenTors. it 
only takes six hours a month to make a difference in the life 
of a refugee youth new to winnipeg. Mentors connect new-
comer youth to the community and engage them in educa-
tional and recreational activities. For more information con-
tact steph Minor at steph@needsinc.ca or 204-940-1275.

sTUdenTs oFFering sUPPorT (sos) is an international chari-
table organization that raises marks, money and roofs. sos is 
looking for a set of exceptional university student leaders to 
launch a chapter on campus. if you are interested in gaining 
exposure to the world of social entrepreneurship please visit 
www.studentsofferingsupport.ca.

“It became too much to 
handle, too big of a beast, 
and we just can’t manage it 
on the side anymore.”
- JeFFrey Vallis, ediTor, sandBox

big buff’s LAWyeR 
confident oveR cHARges

dustin Byfuglien’s attorney is opti-
mistic the most serious charges laid 
against the all-star Jets blue-liner will 
be dropped, the winnipeg Free Press 
reports. a trial date will be set on april 
19, barring the unlikely event the case 
is settled before that time. Mitch rob-
inson appears hopeful that two of the 
charges in particular will be dropped. 
"i'll beat the boating while impaired 
charge and the refusal to give a 
chemical sample,” he said. Byfuglien 
returned to the Jets lineup Feb. 2 after 
an injury layoff.

bAckLAsH oveR tRAnsit Hike
city councillors and the University 

of winnipeg students’ association 
(Uwsa) have joined forces to fight a 
20-cent transit fare hike. along with 
other social organizations, including 
the social Planning council, the Uwsa 
has partnered with couns. harvey 
smith (daniel Mcintyre) and ross eadie 
(Mynarski) to repeal the increase. The 
motion to rescind the increase will be 
introduced at city hall on Feb. 22. op-
ponents of the increase argue it will 
harm low-income transit users.

Reeve conceRned 
AnnexAtion on tHe tAbLe

The reeve of springfield is worried 
the city of winnipeg may be planning 
to annex part of the rural municipality. 
Jim Mccarthy has voiced his concern 
that a project involving the city and 
the province to improve fire protec-
tion by sharing services in springfield 
could be the first step towards an-
nexation. Transcona coun. russ wy-
att introduced the motion, which will 
provide the area with fire hydrants, 
fire protection, paved roads and sewer 
services that will serve the rM’s indus-
trial park. despite the safety concerns 
that have been raised regarding a lack 
of fire protection services, Mccarthy is 
not sold on the idea.

cops And city stiLL At 
odds oveR WAges

winnipeg’s police union is asking for 
a significant wage increase for win-
nipeg police officers. The winnipeg 
Police association is currently em-
broiled in arbitration that will decide 
how much the pay of its officers will 
increase this year. The city is offering 
the association, who has been without 
a contract since december 2010, a ret-
roactive increase of 3.47 per cent for 
2011 and a 3 per cent raise for 2012. 
The union is looking for two identical 
raises of 5.75 per cent each. compared 
to an annual budget of $153 million in 
2006, policing cost winnipeg $202.2 
million in 2011. wPa president Mark 
sutherland argues that higher wages 
are needed since a rising crime rate 
is making the recruitment of new of-
ficers increasingly difficult.

LocAL RepoRt 
expLoRes effects of 
popuLAtion gRoWtH

an administrative report released 
last Friday examines how winnipeg 
could approach the issue of a rising 
population. annexing parts of munici-
palities, service sharing and regional 
planning are all options the review 
considers. over the next 20 years, 
winnipeg’s population is expected to 
increase by around 174,000. Jino dis-
tasio, director of the institute of Urban 
studies at the University of winnipeg, 
echoes the report by stating winnipeg 
needs to start examining ways to deal 
with an influx of residents. "i think we 
may, in fact, see a combination (of op-
tions) where in the capital region we 
start to see more agreements between 
municipalities," distasio said.

Local 
News Briefs 
compiled by Peyton Veitch

LISTINGS
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ETHAN CABEL
NEwS ASSIgNMENT EDITOR

The Uniter will be interviewing all eight fed-
eral NDP leadership candidates in the lead-
up to the March 23 leadership convention, 
to be held in Toronto.

This week, news assignment editor Ethan 
Cabel spoke with Niki Ashton.

Ashton, 29, speaks several languages and 
possesses a Master’s degree in international 
affairs from Carleton University.

She has served as the NDP member of 
Parliament for the riding of Churchill since 
2008 and is now campaigning for the lead-
ership of the Official Opposition on a plat-
form of “new politics,” meant to attract 
young people toward involvement in the 
parliamentary process.

The Uniter: The last time you and I spoke, 
you mentioned that you wanted to bring 
the provincial Manitoba NDP model to 
the federal party. Does that mean you 
would like to moderate the federal NDP 
in terms of its policies or how it presents 
its policies to Canadians?

I don't just mean the government today, 
but there is a history of NDP governments 
here in Manitoba that have a real under-
standing that we need to diversify the econ-
omy, support the economy, but we also need 
to have strong social programs, we need to 
support our Crown corporations, we need 
to support our public services; and all of that 
is part of supporting our communities, and 
growing Manitoba.

I would also say that it involves under-
standing diversity, supporting immigration, 
supporting multiculturalism, and I believe 
that the Manitoba model is possible. It's a 
combination of good government, responsi-
ble government on the economic front and 
a strong social agenda. And that's, I think, 
something that obviously many Manitobans 
have supported and I'd like to share that 

with many Canadians so that we can actu-
ally build a government that sees the value of 
a balanced approach to governing.

Provincial New Democratic parties 
have largely not pursued an agenda that 
includes electoral reform. Considering 
that you want to bring that Manitoba 
model to the federal party, would that 
mean that proportional representation is 
off the table? If not, what would a PR sys-
tem, with you as leader, look like?

Electoral reform is a very important part 
of what the NDP has been talking about at 
the national level and I do believe that we 
need to have an examination of the kinds 
of models that are available in terms of elec-
toral reform and an understanding of the 
fact that many people across Canada don't 
feel that they're currently represented by the 
way our electoral system works. I also feel it 
is very important to engage people in our 
movement and engage people in this lead-
ership process, as well. It's a very dynamic 
process and an empowering process. It's the 
first time in history that people will have the 
chance to vote for the leader of the Official 
Opposition and it's incredibly accessible in 
terms of giving people the chance to vote for 
progressive ideas that can be brought for-
ward at the federal level.

A big part of our campaign has been to 
reach out to young people because I think 
that so much of what we're seeing from the 
Harper government, and generally right now 
in our country, will have an adverse impact 
on our generation and I believe we can't 
afford to wait 15-25 years to get involved in 
politics. We need to do that now. It is being 
said that our generation, for the first time in 
history, will be less well-off than our parents 
and that, to me, is a real signal that we need 
to get involved.

On the Quebec question, some recent 
polls show that the NDP is down signif-
icantly in Quebec. How would you build 

the party in Quebec and was it potentially 
a mistake to keep the eight leadership can-
didates on the backbench, and out of the 
parliamentary spotlight, during the lead-
ership race considering those polls?

For our campaign, the need to hold on 
to our support in Quebec is essential. We 
launched our campaign in Montreal. I'm 
proud to be fully bilingual and I've also 
encountered a lot of enthusiasm in Quebec 
for Jack Layton's message and the work that 
we did. We're definitely in a period of tran-
sition in terms of the leadership and in a few 
weeks that will change as well, but what I 
think is clear is that we do need a federal 
leader that is fully bilingual, that we need a 
commitment to the people of Quebec who, 
in such a big way, elected members of the 
NDP. I also think we need an understand-
ing that the people of Quebec want to work 
with the rest of Canada.

That has been a recurring message that 
I've heard. They threw out the separatist 
option in a big way because, what I've heard 
from many people, is that they recognize 
that there are common challenges with the 
rest of the country; the economy, the envi-
ronment, our social programs and they want 
to work to find solutions with the rest of 
the country. I believe we need to take these 
calls seriously and do the work we need to 
do in Quebec, but also work toward break-
throughs in the rest of country, like here in 
Western Canada, where we have the greatest 
imbalance of political representation, largely 
from one party (Conservatives). And like 
we saw with the Canadian Wheat Board, 
instead of actually representing us, they're 
taking us for granted.

To read the unabridged transcript of this 
interview, with Ashton’s views on party 
defections and the Canadian Wheat Board, 
go to www.uniter.ca.

Position: Freelance Writer

Company: The Gradzette
Salary: 10c per word
About the Position: The Gradzette is the official 
student newspaper of the graduate students of the 
University of Manitoba. The magazine is distributed 
digitally to all 3,400 grad students monthly. Freelanc-
ers write about current projects and events relevant to 
grad students.
Qualifications: The ideal candidate has previous writ-
ing experience through education or work experience. 
They enjoy writing and have a good understanding of 
the English language and Canadian Press writing style.

How to apply: Email editor@gradzette.com for
more information.

Niki Ashton pledges to bring Manitoba model to the federal NDP

ndP leadership candidate niki ashton, second from right, stands with students at the legislative Building at the beginning of February.
SUPPLIED

“Instead of actually 
representing us, the 
Conservatives are taking us 
for granted.”
-niKi ashTon, ndP leadershiP candidaTe

still committed to electoral reform, strong federal government

International 
News Briefs 
compiled by eva wasney

sepARAtist pLot bLAMed foR 
deAtH of tibetAn pRotesteRs

china: clashes between Tibetan pro-
testers and chinese police and firefight-
ers have turned deadly after at least 
three protesters were reportedly shot 
down. according to the Mail & guardian, 
information regarding the deaths and 
other violence has been limited as jour-
nalists are turned away from the area. 
state-run chinese newspapers have 
been calling the shootings an act of self-
defence, claiming protestors mobbed 
police officers armed with various weap-
ons. while different papers have varying 
accounts of the incidents, including the 
number of injured officers and protest-
ers, all the publications allege that the 
Tibetan protestors had separatist inten-
tions.

putin pRotesteRs 
stRuggLe to AgRee

rUssia: The logistics of a protest 
march in Moscow disputing Prime Min-
ister Vladimir Putin’s 12-year rule have 
been agreed on by a coalition of protest-
ers from across the political spectrum. 
since the political opinions of the group 
are so varied, members have decided to 
limit the scope of their demands to po-
litical reform and improved democracy, 
reported the Mail & guardian. supporters 
of the opposition are asked not to vote 
for Putin in russia’s March 4 presiden-
tial election, which he’s expected to win. 
while 26,000 people have signed up for 
the march, this turnout is doubtful due 
to forecasted cold weather.

tensions incReAse betWeen 
poLice And civiLiAns in egypt

egyPT: clashes between furious pro-
testers and riot police have erupted in 
cairo, following a deadly football riot 
that killed 74 people in Port said. accord-
ing to the Mail & guardian, egyptians 
are angered by the lack of police inter-
vention at the football riot, which has 
been blamed on supporters of former 
president hosni Mubarak by the Muslim 
Brotherhood. The country’s ruling mili-
tary council has announced three days 
of national mourning and has fired the 
egyptian football association’s director, 
board and Port said’s security chief. The 
riot has been named one of the deadli-
est incidents in football history.

tHReAts to u.s. incReAsing, 
inteLLigence Agency sAys

washingTon: a recent report by the 
cia has concluded that, while al Qaeda 
terrorist threats have been diminished, 
iranian leaders may be willing to launch 
attacks on american soil. according to 
the los angeles Times, tensions between 
the U.s. and iran are related to tough new 
economic sanctions placed on the coun-
try by the obama administration and the 
european Union. nuclear warfare with 
iran is the major fear of the cia. north 
Korea and Pakistan are also named as 
threats because their similar capacity 
to develop nuclear weapons. The report 
also calls cyber attacks against govern-
ment agencies a growing menace.

AssAnge HeARings 
concLude in u.k.

BriTain: wikileaks founder Julian as-
sange has completed appeal hearings 
at the British supreme court against his 
extradition to sweden over accusations 
of sex crimes. assange’s lawyers argued 
the warrant for his arrest is invalid be-
cause it wasn’t issued by an impartial 
“judicial authority,” reported al Jazeera. 
supporters of assange gathered outside 
the courthouse protesting the politi-
cally motivated charges, and rallying for 
the man whose company internation-
ally published secret government docu-
ments. in the U.s., suspected wikileaks 
informant Bradley Manning is on trial 
facing 22 charges, including aiding the 
enemy and allowing sensitive docu-
ments to be published online.

NDP LEADERSHIP SERIES

WINNIPEG JAZZ ORCHESTRA

FEBRUARY 12/12
L’Amour, Toujours, L’Amour
with saxophonist CHRISTINE JENSEN, vocalist LIANNE FOURNIER_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
MARCH 18/12
Late Night at the Village Vanguard
with Village Vanguard Orchestra members JOHN RILEY and DICK OATTS_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
MAY 13/12
Pictures at an Exhibition
with pianist BRENT FISCHER_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
All performances at the Winnipeg Art Gallery 2 pm & 7:30 pm
Tickets available online at www.winnipegjazzorchestra.com
WJO Box Office 632-5299 and McNally Robinson Booksellers
ADULT $29.50 / STUDENT $15 (plus GST)

SEASON SPONSOR 

STUDENT TICKETS ONLY $15 EACH! CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE TODAY.

Follow @WpgJazzO

Treat you
r

Valentine
 to some

great jaz
z...
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Campus

Mcnee, seARs nAMed 
AtHLetes of tHe MontH

women’s volleyball player lauren 
sears and men’s basketball player 
Mark Mcnee have been chosen as 
January’s athlete of the Month by the 
University of winnipeg wesmen. Janu-
ary has been a fantastic month for 
sears with 87 kills in seven matches, 
27 blocks, 15 defensive digs and 10 ser-
vice aces. sears also broke the canada 
west women’s Volleyball single season 
record for service records. Mcnee has 
excelled as well, leading the wesmen 
men’s basketball team in scoring an av-
erage of 12.8 points per game. Mcnee’s 
high point of the month came during 
the 75-71 victory against the University 
of Victoria Vikes on Jan. 20 where he 
scored 31 points and 12 rebounds.

gendeR-neutRAL 
bAtHRooMs on tHe WAy

The University of winnipeg students’ 
association and the University of winni-
peg are re-purposing nine washrooms 
around the university campus and 
transforming them into gender-neutral 
washrooms. The exterior signage will 
incorporate the traditional male and 
female washroom symbols as well as a 
joint gender symbol, signifying a space 
that is accessible to everyone and any-
one.  This change comes from the Posi-
tive space campaign, which has been 
working to eliminate discrimination 
and create an inclusive environment 
for everyone who uses the spaces and 
facilities at the University of winnipeg. 
inside every washroom there will be 
a sign for Q&a where people can ask 
questions to develop their understand-
ing of the campaign’s commitment to 
raise awareness.

educAtion students to 
buiLd scHooL in nicARAguA

a group of University of winnipeg 
education students has finally raised 
enough money to start building a 
school in nicaragua. The group, Tomor-
row’s educators Building learning op-
portunities (TeBlo) started fundraising 
for the project in the fall of 2010 and 
its monetary target was reached this 
month after it received a $9,000 do-
nation from the nicaragua children’s 
Foundation. in May 2013, students 
from the university’s education faculty 
will use the money to start building a 
school in the central american coun-
try. laura sokal and don Metz, who are 
both faculty members of the education 
department and the U of w, head the 
group. To raise money for the project 
the group has been holding bake sales 
regularly on campus and hosting so-
cials. Most recently, they held an event 
featuring many talented latin artists.

MAtH pRofessoRs unite 
to cHAnge tHe systeM

Math education is not doing so well 
in canada’s western provinces and 
professors are getting together to do 
something about it. The western ini-
tiative for strengthening education in 
Math (wise Math) has been created by 
three professors from western cana-
dian Universities, including anna stok-
ke from the University of winnipeg, 
robert craigen from the University of 
Manitoba and Fernando szetchman 
from the University of regina. szetch-
man stated that “the change needed 
is extremely deep and complex” and 
requires a systematic change in the 
education system from the elemen-
tary level to post-secondary levels. 
The wise Math movement recognizes 
the seriousness of the problem and 
is working on spreading awareness; it 
has already received 600 signatures. 
To learn more about the initiative visit 
www.wisemath.org.

Campus 
News Briefs
compiled by clara Buelow

Campus

AMy gROENINg
CAMpUS BEAT REpORTER

A new University of Winnipeg Students’ 
Association (UWSA) budget policy involv-
ing ongoing budget consultation meetings 
is intended to ensure equal input from stu-
dents across the board, but critics of the pol-
icy remain skeptical.

Representatives of the UWSA finance 
committee held three open consultation 
meetings over the week of Jan. 16, and an 
online student budget survey will be open 
until Feb. 29 to gather more student input.

Lauren Bosc, president of the UWSA, 
said she hopes to see student jobs and fund-
ing for academic and extracurricular learn-
ing opportunities to be among budget prior-
ities, but student input takes priority.

“I think that the really important thing is 
that it isn’t necessarily up to me. I’m here to 
talk to students and see where their priorities 
lie and then represent that,” said Bosc.

In light of events of past annual general 
meetings, the budget will be a concrete doc-
ument presented at the 2012 AGM for infor-
mation purposes only, Bosc said.

“At the last AGM, specific interest groups 
mobilized their members and were able to 
change entire departments. It was brought 
up at our board of directors that this could 
be very dangerous,” said Bosc.

After consultations with students and 
past directors, the UWSA implemented a 
new policy with a longer pre-consultation 
period and more consultation meetings.

Katie Haig-Anderson, vice-president 
internal, said the process is ongoing.

“We are gathering input and then creat-
ing a draft budget which will go through the 
finance committee and the board, and then 
we’ll make the draft available for more feed-
back,” she said.

It is too early to tell where student priori-
ties lie, she added.

Budget numbers were not available at this 
time, said Haig-Anderson, and after a Star-
bucks opened in the AnX last month, the 
fate of Soma Café, a hot topic at last year’s 
AGM, remains unknown.

“We’re looking at the different possibili-
ties for moving forward. A lot of people who 
come to Soma come because they love Soma 
not because they need coffee,” said Haig-
Anderson.

Haig-Anderson could not say if the 
UWSA expects to break even in the budget 
this year.

Rob Holt, who ran for president against 
Bosc in 2011, is concerned low student turn-
out to the open meetings will make the con-
sultations less effective.

Holt said he was the only student who 
attended one of the budget meetings.

“The budget is going to be presented to 
the AGM as a final draft which I feel is a 
problem if the turnout was the same as the 
time I went there,” he said.

Holt said the committee was receptive to 
his comments, but there was a lack of con-
crete information at the meeting.

“There were no actual numbers to be dis-
cussed. Then it’s kind of a one-way street 
where I tell them things I’d like to see and I 
don’t really get to see the realities of the situ-
ation until afterwards,” said Holt.

Holt said he looks forward to seeing the 
returns on Soma Café at the AGM. He also 
hopes the AGM budget will see the UWSA 
turn around some of the record-setting bud-
get deficits that have carried over from years 
past.

UWSA budget consultations produce vague results
as meetings continue, verifiable figures, fate of soma café still unclear

The fate of soma cafe, a hot topic at last year’s Uwsa agM, still remains unknown.
STEPHEN KURz

AMy gROENINg
CAMpUS BEAT REpORTER

On Jan. 15, two LCD projectors valued at 
approximately $3,000 each were stolen from 
a lecture hall at the University of Winnipeg.

Most AV equipment at the university is 
equipped with alarms that go off if it is tam-
pered with, but this room was new enough 
to not have this security feature yet, said 
Marty Grainger, head of security at the uni-
versity.

“Whenever we have a theft like this we 
take steps to make improvements to try to 
prevent these things from happening in the 
future,” said Grainger.

The thieves entered lecture hall 1L08 
through an unlocked classroom door, 
Grainger said.

The room, which had been converted 
from two biology labs to a single lecture 
hall last year, was left unlocked for student 
access, said Grainger.

“We have an open campus. The unfor-
tunate thing with an open campus is that 
we have people here who have thoughts of 
being able to steal items,” said Grainger.

Grainger estimates the equipment disap-
peared between 7 p.m. on Jan. 15 and 9:15 
a.m. the next morning, when the projectors 
were reported missing.

Security measures following the break-in 
include increased patrolling and evaluation 
of when classrooms can be locked for the 
night, said Grainger.

The on-campus crime rate is low com-
pared to the rest of the downtown area, 
Grainger said.

In 2011, a total of 132 thefts were reported 
to campus security. The annual number of 
thefts fluctuates, Grainger said.

In 2005, there was a record high of 146 

thefts reported. In 2007, only 83 were 
reported.

Most thefts are crimes of opportunity, 
said Grainger.

Crimes can be avoided if students avoid 
leaving valuables unattended and take 
advantage of the Safewalk and Saferide pro-
grams offered by the university.

“I think one of our biggest problems is 
complacency,” said Grainger. “The programs 
are here for the students and staff and they 
have to take advantage of it.”

Dr. Kent Simmons, a biology professor 
whose class was relocated following the theft 
of the projectors, said he is not surprised the 
theft occurred.

“It happens on a not infrequent basis,” 
said Simmons.

The stolen projectors were replaced with 

a projector cart, he said. This was not an 
appropriate set-up for his class, so Simmons 
obtained a room change.

Kurtis Edginton, a fourth-year educa-
tion student, said he feels safe on campus, 
but isn’t surprised at the nature of on-cam-
pus thefts.

“You can walk through the library and see 
various laptops sitting around with nobody 
watching them. It wouldn’t be that big of a 
surprise if something got stolen,” said Edg-
inton.

Second-year student Paige Tibold said it’s 
the students’ responsibility to ensure their 
valuables stay safe.

“If I go to the washroom or something I 
say to whoever’s sitting next to me, can you 
watch my stuff. It’s your stuff, your respon-
sibility,” she said.

A crime of opportunity
$6,000 equipment theft an unsurprising event, sources say

Marty grainger, head of security at the university, says the campus crime rate is low compared to the rest of 
the downtown. in 2011, a total of 132 thefts were reported to campus security.

DYLAN HEWLETT
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LUCAS REDEkOp
vOLUNTEER STAFF

The Public Utilities Board (PUB) recently 
denied Manitoba Hydro's request for a 
rate hike.

The PUB states a rate hike is unneces-
sary and criticizes Manitoba Hydro for tak-
ing on too much debt to fund ambitious 
new projects such as the Keeyask and Con-
awapa generating projects and Bipole III.

Interestingly, the PUB echoes the Man-
itoba Green Party by questioning why 
Manitoba Hydro continues capital proj-
ects despite having enough capacity to 
meet Manitoba's electricity needs.

Currently, Manitoba Hydro has a capa-
bility of 5489 megawatts (MW) with a 
peak demand in Manitoba of 4261MW. 
An additional 200MW is expected to be 
added this year when the new Wuskwatim 
dam becomes operational.

Further, Manitoba electricity consump-
tion has dropped in the past two years.

The PUB is right that the construction 
of these projects is not for domestic con-
sumption, but a response to three exports 
deals signed between MB Hydro, Wiscon-
sin Public Service, Xcel Energy and Min-
nesota Power.

Wisconsin Public Service is buying 
100MW from 2021-2029, Minnesota 
Power is buying 250MW from 2020-2035 
and Xcel is buying between 375-500MW 
from 2015-2025.

Hydro is also in negotiations to sell 
another 500MW to Wisconsin Power, 
which, if signed, will spur the construction 
of Conawapa.

The Keeyask capacity is 695MW, costs 
$5 billion with construction finishing in 

2019 while Conawapa is 1485MW, costs 
$5.6 billion, and will be built in 2024.

However, when the new capacity is 
added minus the confirmed and potential 
sales, by my estimates, Hydro will still be 
producing an excess of 1000MW.

Hydro mentions that it is planning for 
growth in Manitoba but relying on domes-
tic consumption grossly discounts the ability 
to meet future growth with conservation.

Without a sizable domestic demand, 
Hydro will need to find more export mar-
kets.

Conversely, the PUB argues that the 
current abundance of natural gas and a 
prolonged economic recovery will dry up 
further American export sales.

The PUB's pessimism invokes a nega-
tive scenario where Manitobans are build-
ing more environmentally destructive and 
expensive dams while demand dries up.

However, the utilities that are buying 
Manitoba's power tell a largely different 
story, even when considering low natural 
gas prices and stagnant economic growth.

To my surprise and despair, but to 
Hydro's gain, many purchasers of Hydro 
continue to be largely dependent on coal.

Wisconsin Public Service uses 65 per 
cent coal, Minnesota Power uses 1451MW 
of coal, and Xcel energy relies on coal for 51 
per cent of its generation, which amounts 
to a staggering 8000MW.

Basin Electric Power Cooperative, which 
does not currently buy from Hydro but 
serves the northern states, uses 3000MW 
of coal power.

So despite my environmental concerns 
over new mega-dams, there is an environ-
mental argument in favour of dams if they 
replace coal.

Furthermore, carbon pricing and 

tougher Environmental Protection Agency 
air quality standards will make hydro from 
Manitoba even more attractive.

An excellent example is the situation the 
small utility company Montana-Dakota 
finds itself in.

They are operating at capacity and pro-
vide 500MW of which 58 per cent is coal 
and 24 per cent is purchased from other 
utilities (some of which is purchased from 
the same companies that Manitoba Hydro 
sells to).

Montana-Dakota wants to eliminate 
their purchases through conservation, 
wind, new gas plants and an upgrade to 
their coal plant. Even with these changes 
coal will still make up 53 per cent of their 
generation in 2015.

In a 2011 report they admit stricter envi-
ronmental regulations will likely lead to 
more purchases.

Therefore, barring a tragic American 
retreat from carbon regulation, buying 
Manitoba Hydro is a favourable option for 
American utilities.

So I understand the PUB's role in pro-
tecting customers from being gouged. 
However, from an environmental stand-
point, higher prices could be beneficial 
when hydro replaces coal.

This is not to say that Manitoba Hydro 
should not follow Ontario and be more 
aggressive in conservation and renewables, 
but their new projects seem reasonable 
under the current circumstances.

And a final side benefit in allowing a 
price hike is that a higher price often leads 
to more conservation.

Lucas Redekop is a mature student at the 
University of Winnipeg with an interest in 
civic discourse. He lives in West Broadway.

ADAM JOHNSTON
vOLUNTEER STAFF

Many within the environmental movement discuss 
issues with overly simplistic solutions or with end-
of-the-world type scenarios that give people little 
hope.

Many Manitoban environmental activists view 
them through either dark green or pale green glasses.

Quite simply, those with a pale or light green per-
spective view the issue through personal responsi-
bility or transformation. Take for example, activists 
who say we should compost, ride our bike or buy 
organic soaps to get our way out of this environmen-
tal mess.

Those on the dark green end have more of a pes-
simistic view, blaming everything on capitalism, and 
believe we should cut back on economic growth.

Some activists, for example, would not only com-
post and bike but would believe in going back to the 
simple way of life in the name of deep ecology.

It’s great to preach the gospel of composting to 
kingdom come.

It’s great to ride your bike and give yourself a golf 
clap knowing you have played your part in saving the 
earth.

However, the light green environmental view is 
too simplistic and narrow minded.

It’s great for dark green environmentalists to blame 
everything on capitalism and economics, along with 
doom and gloom about if we don’t change, the polar 
bears will become extinct.

However, again, it can only get you brownie 
points to an extent.

To go even further, a January Winnipeg Free Press 
article discussed the monthly gathering called Green 
Drinks, in which Winnipeg environmentalists meet 
to discuss the issues of the day.

One quote from the article by Green Action Cen-
tre’s Josh Brandon perfectly summed up the isola-
tionist attitude felt by Manitoban environmental-
ists: "I feel like we're pretty isolated in the environ-
mental community... [This meeting] reminds us that 
we aren't working alone in our little silos, but part of 
a broader movement.”

Environmentalists in the province feeling isolated 
may have to do with the fact that their “pale green” 
and “dark green” ideas don’t hold much appeal for 
the so-called average Manitoban.

I have been to these gatherings and have seen the 
marked divide between dark and pale green environ-
mentalism.

I agree with the science.
I agree we are driving off a cliff with Mother 

Nature.
I agree our weather in the future could be just as 

bad as the predictions.
I agree Canada without polar bears in a world 

devoured by climate change just won’t be the same.
However, I am not convinced just buying the lat-

est veggie burger, riding my bike or crying about the 
capitalist system is going to solve this big problem; 
rather, it’s much deeper than that.

We need a bright green view of the issue in order 
to solve the problem.

Bright green environmentalism looks toward solu-
tions like renewable energy rather than complaining 
about everything.

Its proponents include sustainable development 
champions like Alex Steffen, who had coined the 
phrase and spread it through usage numerous times 
on the Worldchanging website, as well as in inter-
views and speeches.

We need to look at what good things have 
occurred in recent years, including the advancement 
of renewable energy, an industry that saw a 40 per 
cent increase in global deals in 2011, to US $53.5 bil-
lion, according to a PricewaterhouseCoopers report.

We need to look at the gains made in the green 
jobs movement and how that has linked different 
groups in the U.S., making the issue more appeal-
ing to the working poor and middle class, along with 
different ethnic groups; we need to look at how that 
can be used here in Canada.

We also need to look at how clean technologies 
can potentially leapfrog polluting technologies in 
remote communities and developing countries.

I know it’s not all peaches and cream; I know it 
can be bleak some times. But at the end of the day, 
neither dark nor light green will making solving this 
problem any easier.

Maybe a brighter look at things by Manitoban 
environmentalists will engage more people, and 
make it easier to be green.

Adam Johnston is a graduate of economics and rheto-
ric, writing and communications from the University 
of Winnipeg. He works as a commodities reporter in 
Winnipeg and as a renewable energy writer for www.
cleantechnica.com.

It's not easy being green

CARSON HAMMOND
BEAT REpORTER

Recent changes to the Manitoba Employ-
ment Standards Code (ESC) could poten-
tially have a negative effect on workers in 
the province.

A news release found on the provin-
cial government’s website outlines the var-
ious alterations, which have been in effect 
since Jan 1.

Among other changes, employees can 
now “voluntarily enter into an individual 
flex-time agreement with their employer’s 
approval.”

Such an agreement allows employees 
to rearrange their work weeks - provided 
that they work over 35 hours per week - so 
that they can work longer shifts but fewer 
days.

With a flex-time agreement in place, 
employees can work up to 10 hours per 
day without being paid overtime, but can-
not exceed 40 hours per standard week.

“These changes will help Manitoba’s 
food services sector to better plan and 
schedule work times to meet customer 
needs while at the same time giving our 
workforce opportunities to spend more 
time with their families,” says Scott Joc-
elyn, the executive director of the Man-
itoba Restaurant & Foodservices Associ-
ation.

While at first glance the introduction 
of flex-time agreements appears fairly 
benign, the ground-level implications of 
the new rules pose a number of concerns.

Despite numerous safeguards written 
into the amended sections of the ESC, 
which are intended to prevent employ-
ers from coercing or forcing employees 
into entering into flex-time agreements, 
poorly-informed or uncritical workers 
could still potentially be taken advan-
tage of by employers looking to save a few 
bucks on payroll.

The ideal implementation of the new 
ESC changes is relatively harmless; it’s 
their real implementation, largely in the 
food service industry - an industry not 

without its fair share of employer corner-
cutting tales - that might prove less satis-
factory.

Additionally, the introduction of 
flex-time agreements as defined by the 
amended ESC seems to favour employers 
over workers to a certain extent.

Apart from more bureaucratically man-
aged establishments, it was not uncom-
mon for restaurants to grant employees 
work days of longer than eight hours, over-
time included, on a somewhat standard 
basis prior to the recent rule changes.

It’s quite likely that most food service 
workers who could stand to make use of 
flex-time agreements have been working 
10 hour days regularly already - albeit with 
overtime included.

For this reason, I’ll wager a guess that 
the apron-wearing, minimum-wage-earn-
ing half of the employer-employee spec-
trum will probably benefit quite margin-
ally, if at all, from the aforementioned 
changes.

Alternately, employers seeking to save 
money can now potentially dodge paying 

overtime to workers who regularly choose 
to work longer than eight hours a day by 
opting to enforce workplace regulations 
more strictly.

Are these changes really so detrimental? 
Certainly not.

However, they illustrate problematic 
aspects of the ongoing tug-of-war between 
employer and employee, specifically in the 
context of a food service industry in which 
the latter party generally works for as little 
pay as possible.

Reforms to the ESC need to focus more 
directly upon improving conditions for 
workers, rather than affecting the above 
relationship in ambiguous ways.

Hopefully, the next round of changes 
will fight at least a little bit harder for the 
little guy.

He could really use it - and he really 
appreciates a polite tip for his hard work.

Carson Hammond is a second-year Eng-
lish major at the University of Winnipeg 
and a beat reporter at The Uniter.

Reforms to ESC should focus on workers

Public Utilities Board should allow hydro rate hike

MATTHEW DYCK

Comments
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ERIkA MILLER
vOLUNTEER

On Jan. 28, 2012, after a two-year battle 
with cancer, accomplished Canadian canoe 
adventurer Don Starkell passed away at 79.

Don was born and raised in Winnipeg; he 
became impassioned with canoeing in 1948 
when a devastating flood struck the city.

The muddy Winnipeg waters that 
drowned the city during the flood found 
Don paddling his foster family’s canoe 
through the streets to get supplies and offer 
assistance to others.

The waters must have infected him with 
a strange disease: a thirst for adventure. Don 
later went on to explore the Amazon by 
canoe and the Arctic by kayak.

Don’s Amazonian adventure began on 
June 1, 1980, when he and his two sons, Jeff 
and Dana, embarked on a 20,000 kilome-
tre canoe voyage from Winnipeg to Belem, 
Brazil.

The trio began by paddling up the Red 
River into North Dakota, and then made 
their way through the United States into 
waters just south of Mexico.

They stopped their gruelling journey to 
rest for three months in Veracruz, Mexico 
where Jeff abandoned their adventure.

Don and Dana carried on together as a 
father and son duo that would face enor-
mous obstacles and hardship, including pos-
sible death.

Paddle to the Amazon is an incredible 
account of Don and Dana’s two-year expedi-
tion, written with the help of journals Don 
kept during the trip.

An excerpt from the book says the men 
came face to face with piranhas, alligators 
and wild pigs on their voyage, and expe-
rienced being shot at and arrested by the 
authorities who had mistaken them for spies 
and drug smugglers.

The men survived the pains of food poi-
soning and near starvation, sometimes 
resorting to eating roasted ants.

They faced modern-day pirates in Colom-
bia, only to escape and make it to Venezuela, 
where the duo became trapped on a sandbar 

due to strong headwinds. Their food sup-
ply ran out, leaving them near-death on the 
Gulf of Coro - but miraculously, they made 
it out alive.

The men finished their extraordinary 
journey two years later on May 2, 1982.

They went on to have their names immor-
talized in the 1986 Guinness Book of World 
Records as record holders for the longest 
canoe trip ever, at an astounding 19,603 kilo-
metres.

Following his treacherous Amazon adven-

ture, Don was even more enamoured with 
exploration. In 1990, he undertook an equally 
exhilarating solo kayak mission through the 
Northwest Passage to the Arctic.

Paddle to the Arctic, Don’s second book, 
chronicles his 4,800 kilometre trip through 
icy waters, a journey that cost him the tips 
of his fingers and toes to frostbite.

Unfortunately, due to the injuries he sus-
tained from the weather, he was forced to 
desert his expedition when he reached Tuk-
toyaktuk, N.W.T. He was only 50 kilometres 
from his goal.

Don was quoted as saying, "When I did 
the Arctic trip, I gave absolutely everything I 
had and that was success.”

Yet in a life filled with incredible events 
and obstacles, another unbelievable event in 
Don’s life occurred in March 2010, when his 
home caught fire while he was inside.

He survived, but he was seriously injured 
- he suffered smoke inhalation and burns.

However, he overcame his injuries with 
the same lively spirit he had during his 
adventures.

In 2006, Don was inducted in the Man-
itoba Sports Hall of Fame and Museum for 
his great exploits, and Don’s improbable life 
will be immortalized again in a forthcoming 
documentary by Chris Forde, a friend of the 
Starkells.

Many people have called death life's last 
adventure.

I’m sure a man like Don Starkell would 
agree.

Bon voyage, Don, and rest in peace.

Erika Miller is a student at the University of 
Manitoba.

A fantastic voyage
legendary Manitoban explorer leaves behind a legacy

AYAME ULRICH

the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the Helsinki 
fashion blog www.hel-looks.com. each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to 
encourage individual expression and celebrate that you are really, really good looking.

JESSE RODGERS

dayna
"I knitted this scarf 

myself. Comfort, 
thriftiness and 

craftiness inspire 
my style."
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the blisters
Since getting his first guitar at 14 and learn-
ing some chords from his mom, Selkirk’s 
Daniel Monkman has made three albums. 
Having various friends back him over the 
last few years, he finally solidified a lineup 
as The Blisters this year after a move to Win-
nipeg.

“I got in contact with (Montreal/Winni-
peg-based label) Woven Records and they 
told me I should start up an actual band,” 
says Monkman, 20. The label released the 
My Bloody Valentine-inspired Insects EP late 
last year.

“I got really into the Beach Boys when 
I was younger, that's still my main inspi-
ration,” he says. “The next album might 
change to a different style, it depends on 
what I'm into at the time.”

The Blisters are currently recording a new 
LP and plan to tour it with Woven’s assis-
tance.

“I like Winnipeg a lot, but I know there's 
so many other places where people are rav-
ing about music even more.”

Check out The Blisters live at the Edge 
Gallery on Tuesday, Feb. 14 for a My Bloody 
Valentine tribute show and Friday, Feb. 24 
with Absent Sound at the Rudolph Rocker.

Visit www.theblisters.bandcamp.com.

still Lights
In the early 2000s, Winnipeg had a heavy 
love affair with the sounds of Manchester 
and ‘90s Brit pop.

Taking things back a notch is Still Lights, 
a five-piece that includes Kris Buhrer, Andy 
Haleen, Jean-Louis Wittinger, Kyle Satterth-
waite and Cory Thomas.

Harking back to Joy Division and 
Depeche Mode, Still Lights actually holds a 
former U.K. resident among its ranks in the 
South African-born Buhrer.

Trading demos with Thomas, the two 
formed a bond over the need to create some-
thing new.

With a rare, unapologetic darkness to it, 
Still Lights’ debut four-song Dead of Night 
EP promises to deliver the new wave sounds 
you’ve been craving. Watch for it on Mon-

treal’s Galy Records.
Still Lights release the EP with a show on 

Friday, Feb. 17 at the Park Theatre.
Visit www.stilllights.com.

softcore
Formed a year and a half ago to score singer 
Lasha Mowchun’s film Confetti!, this fem-
punk trio is rounded out by Taylor Burgess 
(2Tailz) on drums and David Dobbs (Vam-
pires) on guitar.

“Lasha, Taylor and I seem to fall into 
place together when creating music,” Dobbs 
says via voicemail, as we were unable to nail 
down an interview time during the band’s 
rigorous recording schedule. “We challenge 
these aspects in our everyday lives along with 
our careers as individuals.”

With a sound heavily influenced by Kath-
leen Hannah (equal parts Bikini Kill and Le 
Tigre), Softcore is as known for its ragged, 
chaotic tunes as it is for its manic stage pres-
ence.

“The band is a trio working its way 
through the underground messes of Winni-
peg, the social scenes and how we generally 
misbehave with ourselves everyday,” Dobbs 
says, cryptically.

Hear Softcore’s five song Dissues sampler 
at www.soundcloud.com/microdreamer/
sets/softcore-dissues.

the burning kettles
This seven-piece anti-folk outfit was formed 
out of a partnership between singer-song-
writers Bryn Rieger and Rebecca Hill. 
Though the current seven-piece lineup has 
only been together about six months, it just 
recorded an EP at the Mid Ocean School of 
Media Arts.

“Becky and I would hire random musi-
cians to play shows with us and we just 
became friends with them,” says Rieger, 
20. “Band dynamics are weird. We built it 
around two individuals, but we sound like 
a band.”

Having released a solo disc last year, the 
nine-song The Big Fysch, Rieger quickly grew 
tired of the solo lifestyle.

“I've been playing (folk music) since I was 
15. I just needed a change and wanted to be 
louder," he laughs. “We're kind of fleshing 
out our sound and this EP was really good 
and encouraging for that I think.”

Visit The Burning Kettles online at www.
myspace.com/brynandtheburningkettles.

fire and smoke
French/English folk duo Fire and Smoke’s 
formation was all thanks to a chance meet-
ing at the Winnipeg Folk Festival in 2010.

“I was walking around the campground 
at 2 a.m. and I wound up at a campfire 
jam. Dan was there and we started playing 
together. He came up to me after and said, 
‘Who are you? Why haven't I seen you play 
before?’” says Claire Morrison, 20.

“(He later) tracked me down on Facebook 
and said, 'Hey, do you want to keep playing 
together?' I couldn't say no because he had 
already booked our first show.”

Daniel Péloquin-Hopfner, 25, and Morri-
son have already released the Maiden Voyage 
EP, recorded with award-winning engineer/
producer Norman Dugas. Recorded live off 

the floor in September 2011, it was out by 
November.

“We were dedicated to keeping it simi-
lar to our live sound,” she says. “If we hire 
session players, we can't reproduce that live. 
It should still sound like you're in the room 
with us when we play.”

After winning prize money from Radio 
Canada/Chant’Ouest, the duo is slated to 
record again, but have to finish it before the 
end of the fiscal year. Since Péloquin-Hopf-
ner is currently touring with Red Moon 
Road, they’re arranging the songs over the 
phone.

“I think of it as a challenge so that I don't 
get too scared of it,” Morrison says. “Maybe 
pressure like that is good, even if I don't nec-
essarily enjoy it.”

Check out Fire and Smoke at this year’s 
Festival du Voyageur and online at www.fire-
andsmokemusic.com.

Five local bands to watch in 2012
The Uniter’s annual round-up of winnipeg musicians you should keep an eye on
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a waste odyssey

against Belief

The Blisters

The Burning Kettles

dawson Blaine

dangercat

departures

ex Modern Teen

Federal lights

Fire and smoke

grand Master

haunter

hey Pilgrim

hope atlantic

Jr hill

hoarfrost

JP hoe

The hoots

Kato destroy

laika

little house

Mahogany Frog

The Manic shakes

Mary Jane stole My girl

Mise en scene

nova

of english oaks

Pop crimes

red Moon road

The ripperz (dVd release)

slow dancers

still lights

Voit (grand Theft canoe 
re-issue)

Last month saw the release of albums by Lyzie Burt and John K. Samson among others. Here are a few 
more local artists with releases planned for 2012.

stiLL LigHts

softcoRetHe buRning kettLes

tHe bListeRsfiRe And sMoke
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THURSDAY, FEB. 9
Montreal jazz composer yVes lÉVeillÉ per-
forms with his quartet at the west end cul-
tural centre.

allison de grooT and Marcel desileTs per-
form at gordie's coffee house, 127 cobourg.

iced earTh is back with syMPhony x at the 
garrick centre.

it's Brody-PalooZa at Times change(d) high 
and lonesome club.

Fairly odd FolK is at Juss Jazz.

choose yoUr chariTy concerT series con-
tinues with nathan's Keri laTiMer raising 
money for the west central women's resource 
centre at the winnipeg Free Press news café, 
237 Mcdermot ave.

FRIDAY, FEB. 10
cKUw 95.9 FM FUndriVe 2012 kicks off a week 
of events with the i'M Trying records show-
case featuring The hooTs, liTTle hoUse and 
lyZie BUrT at the lo Pub.

Vocal group chic gaMine are singing at the 
west end cultural centre.

Punks and Metalheads cram the cavern when 

QUagMire, The aFTerliFe and The xanadUdes 
play.

righTeoUs iKe and gUerillas oF soUl play 
the Times change(d).

losT PrioriTy, hellride, King sleeZe and 
naTion oF disTorTion rock ozzy's.

SATURDAY, FEB. 11
 local metal act eyaM plays the Zoo alongside 
anTiKaThera and MorTalis.

Baltimore's famous dJ Joe nice spins at the 
rudolph rocker, 91 albert st. alongside local 
dubcity steppers TUrTilian and Theo TZU.

The BoKononisTs are blastin' the cavern with 
They say.

ManiToBa MUsic holds a pre-party for its char-
ity curling Bonspiel featuring a wasTe odye-
ssey, dJ hUnnicUTT, haUnTer and Modern 
roManTics at the lo Pub.

deMeTra, aMir aMiri, Twin and Those gUys 
perform at the oikos co-op.

griPPin' grain continues with its 21st install-
ment with co-oP, FooTwerK, John sMiTh and 
lonnie ce at the Pyramid.

The wind-UPs play the Times change(d).

Blues band The deTonaTors perform at the 
royal george on regent.

SUNDAY, FEB. 12
claire BesTland and Bill BoUrne play the 
west end cultural centre.

Bad coUnTry serves up good country at the 
standard.

don ross and BrooKe Miller perform at the 
Park Theatre.

Big daVe Mclean plays the Times change(d) 
high and lonesome club.

MONDAY, FEB. 13
local latin group Mariachi ghosT play cKUw 
world MUsic nighT at the lo Pub from 6 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 14
spend Valentine’s day at sexUal dU Voya-
geUr, a night of slow jams at the lo Pub, fea-
turing dJ co-oP, roB Vilar and sUPerFan-
TasTiQUe (made up of members of les Jupes, 
Boats and Viridians).

The solUTions sing soul songs of love at the 
cavern.

it's a honky tonk clUsTer PlUcK! Valentine’s at 
the Times change(d) high and lonesome club.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 15
The Twang TrUsT rooTs rocKin' FUn-
driVe sPecTacUlar is at the lo Pub with the 
haTcher-Briggs band and super special all-
star Mystery guests. starting at 6 p.m. and 
going ‘til 8 p.m.

also at the lo Pub it's the TransisTor 66 FolK-
rocK-show-case-show-down featuring The 
crooKed BroThers and the MagniFicenT 7s.

Ben wyTincK and Marcel desileTs play aqua 
Books, 274 garry st.

sassy JacK is at the royal george on regent.

The BraT aTTacK are back at the Pyramid 
alongside punk rock acts seal The deal, The 
naKed MidgeTs, greg reKUs and sTeVe McBey.

ed KowalcZyK - you know, the guy from liVe - 
plays cowboys, 1034 elizabeth rd.

The west end cultural centre hosts the FaB 
FeM FUndraiser with music by alana leVan-
dosKi.

andrew neVille & The Poor choices play the 

standard.

THURSDAY, FEB. 16
The cKUw soUlcase showdown featuring The 
noBle ThieFs is at the lo Pub with gUerrillas 
oF soUl and The shallow end.

it's acoUsTic PUnK a go go at Pop soda's 
with Johnny siZZle, doUg Mclean, rachel 
QUelch, Tash grahaM, The BraT aTTacK, 
UP'n'aToM, and dare i say a reunion set from 
graMPa's arMy!

sUlTans oF sTring serenade the crowd at 
Mcnally robinson.

scoTT nolan plays the standard.

The PerPeTraTors and The BoTTle rocKeTs 
together at the Times change(d).

FRIDAY, FEB. 17
The disinTegraTion showcase showdown is 
at the lo Pub with disintegration records art-
ists slow dancers, cannon Bros, haUnTer 
and noVa.

royal canoe's big eP release party is at the 
west end cultural centre with guests alan-
adale.

sTill lighTs eP release party is at the Park 
Theatre with guests.

The BoTTle rocKeTs release their brand new 
cd at the cavern.

TaKe Me To The PiloT, andrew MiTchell, Fer-
riswheels and The new ciTies play the ellice 
cafe & Theatre.

dieFenBocKer! isolaTion! wolFsBlood! hard-
core night at the standard!

BladelaZer, halF dead hUsKy, naUTilUs and 
Torn FroM FlaMes are at the Zoo.

The larry Mccray BlUes Band plays the Pyr-
amid.

The F-holes play the Times change(d).

The choose yoUr chariTy concerT series 
continues with don aMero at the winnipeg 
Free Press news cafe, 237 Mcdermot.

SATURDAY, FEB. 18
sUBciTy is playing their second last show ever! 
it's gonna be rockin' with The ViBraTing Beds 
and the readyMix dJs at the Pyramid.

illUsiVe Mind perform their multimedia proj-
ect Pembina alongside cloUdFighT and Viridi-

ans at the atomic centre, 167 logan ave.

naThan rogers pays tribute to his father 
sTan rogers at the west end cultural centre.

lloyd & sellecK host hey PilgriM and Mary 
Jane sTole My girl at the standard.

Mayor MaTT allen & his liTTle BUddies are 
back with elecTric soUl at the cavern.

Folk rock act Feed The Birds play Pop soda's.

Jazz winnipeg presents the al siMMons Band 
at the Park Theatre.

hey PilgriM plays the standard.

SUNDAY, FEB. 19
roBerT glasPer exPeriMenT performs at the 
west end cultural centre.

Bad coUnTry is at the standard.

TUESDAY, FEB. 21
The new lighTweighTs play the Times 
change(d).

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22
acTion raPs loUder a hip hop show featur-
ing TesTaMenT oF TesT Their logiK is at Mon-
dragon and is hosted by native youth Move-
ment winnipeg.

TroUBle & sTriFe perform at Pop soda's.

UPCOMING EVENTS
BoaTs 3rd album Fundraiser is at the lo Pub 
Feb. 25 with deParTUres and salinas.

Magic sliM & The TeardroPs play the Pyramid 
cabaret on Feb. 25.

Two punk rock legends for the price of one: 
hUgh cornwell of the sTranglers and glen 
MaTlocK of the sex PisTols play the Pyramid 
on March 3.

elecTric six return on March 13 at the Pyra-
mid. you have been warned.

ex-can front man daMo sUZUKi is coming to 
the west end cultural centre on March 22.

Folk fest favourite The caT eMPire plays the 
garrick centre on april 4.

Joel PlasKeTT and FranK TUrner play the 
garrick centre on april 21.

social disTorTion play the Burt on april 23.

The greaT laKe swiMMers are back at the 
wecc on May 4.

MUSIC LISTINGS

Local metal act EYAM plays the zoo alongside Antikathera and Mortalis on Saturday, 
Feb. 11. Eyam will release a brand new video for the song "Architects of Starvation" 
at the show.

CHIC GAMINE
After spending a good part of the last year going back and forth 
over the 49th parallel, Winnipeg/Montreal-based vocal group Chic 
Gamine is happy to be playing a half-homecoming at the West End 
Cultural Centre this Friday.

“We have a lot of friends and family here that are super support-
ive, so it always feels good,” singer Alexa Dirks says a day before the 
band heads south again, this time to shoot a video in Minneapolis.

Between touring the States with musician Marc Broussard and 
a fall showcase in New York, the band - which also consists of per-
cussionist Sacha Daoud and fellow singers Andrina Turenne, Ariane 
Jean and Annick Bremault - has been winning over fans everywhere 
with their intricate harmonies.

They are looking to spread the love with their first American 
release, a collection of freshly remixed tracks from their first two 
albums.

January saw the Juno Award-winning group perform a delicious 
rendition of their song I Don’t Lie (re-written as I Love Pie) on the 
CBC Kids’ show Mamma Yamma.

“It’s not every day you get to interact with a puppet,” Turenne 
says. “We met the puppeteer, Ali Eisner, at the Dauphin City Music 
Festival this summer and we totally hit it off with her.”

Eisner loved the band’s set, and took some CDs back to her pro-
ducers at the CBC who were also won over by the group’s dulcet 
tones.

"Sure enough, they booked us a month later," Turenne says.
Catch Chic Gamine Friday, Feb. 10 at the West End Cultural 

Centre. Advance tickets are $20 at the WECC, Music Trader and 
the Winnipeg Folk Festival Music Store, and $25 at the door. Visit 
www.chicgamine.ca.

- ALEx KROSNEY

YVES LÉVEILLÉ
Since moving to Montreal from Lévis, Que. in 1984, Yves 
Léveillé has been celebrated by both Canada and France as one 
of the most skilled jazz pianists in either country.

He is in high demand both at home and abroad, with per-
formances as far away as Singapore, and this demand brings his 
quartet back to the West End Cultural Centre on Thursday, Feb. 
9.

Léveillé has been touted as “one of the most gifted compos-
ers of the current scene of every stripe” by Dominique Denis of 
Toronto’s L’express.

In the 1990s, Léveillé created his ensemble in order to play 
his original works, but he is also known for backing and work-
ing with other singers and artists, most notably Paul McCand-
less in New York in 2007.

Léveillé released his first album in 1999, entitled Signal Com-
mun, which was released on the then fledgling Montreal-based 
jazz label Effendi. In the time since, the pianist has released 
five additional albums on Effendi, all of which were critically 
acclaimed.

Léveillé’s most recent work, 2010’s Chorégraphie, has been 
called “indispensable or essential” by Le Devoir, and received 
nearly perfect star ratings.

Christophe Rodriquez of Le Journal de Montreal called 
Léveillé a “choreographer sensitive to the slightest movements 
of the soul with a remarkable sense of cohesion and adventure.” 
The album covers his work over the previous three years, and 
features many collaborations with other Montreal talent.

See Yves Léveillé at the West End Cultural Centre on Thurs-
day, Feb. 9 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $16 in advance at the WECC, 
Ticketmaster, Music Trader and The Winnipeg Folk Festival 
Music Store, and are $20 at the door. Visit www.yvesleveille.ca.

- KAELEIGH AYRE

MARC ROSS
This versatile transplanted Winnipegger returns to the city on a 
solo tour of Canada.

Ross, not one to be idle about music, has built an impressive 
repertoire of songs since his last tour across Western Canada.

Musically evolved out of a Paul Simon-like songwriting style, 
he has been known to emulate the pop sound of Jason Mraz or 
even get bluesy in a John Mayer vein.

However, his influences have combined to create a sound with 
sincerity and heart; thoughtful and honest is how Marc Ross per-
forms.

Ross is a natural collaborator, having worked with many local 
musicians over the years.

He spent five years with the Winnipeg rock band Elyon, before 
branching off to other projects including working with folk singer-
songwriter Matt Epp and pop chanteuse Jodi King.

In 2010, Ross collaborated with producer Adrian Bradford 
to produce his heartfelt and catchy EP, Blue Sky Behind. The EP 
shows incredible diversity, from simple piano and guitar reflec-
tions, to lively clap-along-style pop tunes.

With constant touring across Canada, Ross has kept his musi-
cal muscles in great shape.

Ross is constantly writing songs and tinkering with his craft. 
Whether it’s an album cut or played acoustically on a ukulele, Ross 
can play his songs with a disarming honesty. He’s nothing if not 
dedicated.

This current tour sends Ross as far east as Montreal. With his 
Winnipeg date coming on the end of his string of shows, it is 
bound to be a good one.

Marc Ross is playing at Dylan O’Connor’s Irish Pub, 2609 Por-
tage Ave., on Saturday, Feb. 11 at 8 p.m. with local acts Mitten 
Claps and The Mighty Oak. Tickets are $5 at the door. For more 
information, visit www.marcrossmusic.ca.

- TIMOTHY DYCK

visit uniter.ca/listings For more oF what’s happening

more music this week



www.UniTer.ca The UniTer       

arts&Culture
FEBRUARY 9, 2012

13

AARON Epp
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Royal Canoe’s new EP is all about Winnipeg, 
but instead of referencing the Golden Boy 
and provincial highways, the local rock band 
sings about bathtubs.

Bathtubs is the name of the second song on 
the disc, and with its refrain of “The bathtubs 
in the hallway are here to stay / The bathtubs 
in the hallway are in the way,” the song is, 
on the surface, about the building where the 
band rehearses – an apartment block whose 
suites have been converted into jam spaces 
for local bands. 

At one point, the building’s owner took 
the bathtubs out of each suite and moved 
them into the halls. The members of Royal 
Canoe found themselves struggling to get 
their gear past the tubs whenever they had 
shows to play.

“I’m sure they put the bathtubs there with 
some thought that they might sell them at 
some point, but (they) just didn’t,” keyboard 
player Matt Schellenberg explains. “We were 
thinking, those great intentions are a great 
metaphor for Winnipeg, where you have to 
work really, really fucking hard at surviving 
the winter and getting through the obstacles 
that Winnipeg provides.

“I love this town, but we were just think-
ing how we would love to get past the bath-
tubs in the hallway.”

At the same time, guitarist Bucky Driedger 
points out, the lyric “There’s still a degree of 
celebration” shows that the song isn’t merely 
an indictment, but a celebration of Winni-
peg’s complexities.

“It’s a pretty joyous-sounding song,” he 
says. “There is a sense where you can get 

slogged down, but there’s still some reason 
why we keep coming to this shithole (prac-
tice space) and keep wanting to write the best 
songs that we can even though there’s a lot of 
things in the way.”

The exuberant ode to surviving this city is 
a key track on the EP, titled Extended Play, 
which the band - Schellenberg, Driedger, 
singer Matt Peters, bassist Brendan Berg and 
drummers Derek Allard and Michael Jordan 
- will release with a show at the West End 
Cultural Centre on Friday, Feb. 17.

Extended Play is the follow-up to the band’s 
debut album, Co-op Mode, and even though 
it contains just four songs, it’s an eclectic EP. 

But then, people familiar with the band 
shouldn’t find that surprising. 

Over the past three-and-a-half years, Royal 
Canoe have established themselves as musical 
mad scientists, throwing rock, pop and hip 
hop into a blender to create catchy-as-hell, 
dance floor-ready songs with odd time signa-
tures and distorted vocals.

Think of them as the child that would 
result, however inexplicably, if the Beatles, 
Peter Gabriel, Vampire Weekend, Outkast 
and Fever Ray had a hymn sing followed by 
an orgy.

When writing songs, the band usually 
starts with the drum beat. Building songs 
around rhythms is different from how they 
approach songwriting in their other bands, 
which include The Waking Eyes and The 
Liptonians.

“The idea of being in a band where the 
rhythmic aspect is not only a big focus but 
often the genesis of the song was just an 
exciting experiment at first,” Driedger says. 
“Through that, (I realized) how important 
rhythm is in pop music—almost sometimes 
more than the chord progression and the mel-
ody. The melody and the chord progression, 
that’s the stuff that grabs your ear, but it’s the 
rhythm that really energizes the song.”

Some of the songs took two-and-a-half 
years to perfect, with the band working 60 
hours a week in their rehearsal space at cer-
tain points. 

They tracked over a dozen songs during 
the two months they spent recording at Pri-
vate Ear with co-producer/engineer John Paul 
Peters from November to January. They’re 
saving the rest of the songs for an album that 
will come out later this year or next.

For now, the band will drag its gear 

through the hallway where the bathtubs used 
to be to the West End Cultural Centre for 
the EP release show, and then on a tour that 
will take them across Western Canada, then 
to South by Southwest in Austin, Texas, and 
then to Canadian Music Week in Toronto.

“We want to do this, and we want to do it 
for a living,” Peters says. “We want to travel as 
much as we possibly can, we want to get our 
music out to people and we’re all really confi-
dent about what we’ve made.”

Now that’s cause for celebration.

 see royal canoe at the west end cultural centre 
on Friday, Feb. 17
 alanadale will also perform

 doors at 7:15 p.m., music at 8 p.m.
 Tickets are available at the wecc, Music Trader 
and into the Music for $15, or $17 at the door. Both 
ticket prices include a free copy of extended Play 
the night of the show.
 Visit www.royalcanoe.com

Royal Canoe: Of bathtubs and drum beats

 Only at www.uniter.ca 
local recording engineer/royal canoe 
collaborator John Paul Peters talks about 
working with the band, plus his involve-
ment with the album Propagandhi are 
recording right now.

The musical mad scientists in royal canoe rehearse in their practice space. clockwise from top, the band is: 
Matt Peters; Brendan Berg and Matt schellenberg; Michael Jordan and derek allard; and Bucky driedger.

DYLAN HEWLETT

“Those great intentions 
are a great metaphor for 
Winnipeg, where you have to 
work really, really fucking 
hard at surviving the winter 
and getting through the 
obstacles that Winnipeg 
provides.” 
- MaTT schellenBerg, royal canoe

SUPPLIED
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DEREk LOEwEN
vOLUNTEER STAFF

For nearly six years, the Polaris Music Prize has 
celebrated the best music that Canada has to 
offer.

Started by Steve Jordan, former artists and 
repertoire executive for Warner Music Can-
ada and True North Records, the Polaris Prize 
is used to exhibit Canada’s diverse and progres-
sive musical offerings.

Jordan will be in town Wednesday, Feb. 15 
to moderate the Polaris “Half Year in Review” 
salon at the Winnipeg Free Press Cafe. The 
event will give local Polaris jurors the oppor-
tunity to champion some of their favourite 
albums from the past six months.

According to its website, the jury for the 
Polaris Prize is composed of “200 members 
from local and national media who display a 
wide breadth and depth of knowledge of Cana-
dian music and passion for discovering new 
medias.”

Jill Wilson is one such adventurer who has 
sat on the jury since 2006.

The current editor of The Tab and Detour 
sections of the Winnipeg Free Press began her 
music journalism career by editing the Univer-
sity of Winnipeg’s Stylus Magazine from 1994 
to 1998.

Wilson has much to say about how the 
Polaris Prize has changed the Canadian music 
industry.

“Canadians can be self-deprecating about 
their music at times,” she says. “(The Polaris 
Prize) legitimizes Canadian music and makes 
people see that it’s worth something.”

Each year, jurors submit a list they think are 
the five best Canadian albums from the past 
year.

Depending on how many jury members 
pick the same album, there is a long list of 40 
albums that is compiled and released in June. 
The jury then resubmits their top five picks 
from the long list. Finally, the 10 shortlisted 
albums are released in July.

These are then voted on by 11 panelists in 
September at the Polaris Prize gala which takes 

place in Toronto.
Among the 200 jurors is Winnipegger 

Mykael Sopher. His blog, PaintingOverSilence.
com, is on CBC’s Top 30 list for Canada’s Best 
Music Website.

This is his second year on the jury and he has 
a few highlighted albums he will be discussing 
at the salon.

“I’m planning on talking about an album by 
The Weather Station called All of It Was Mine,” 
says Sopher. “It’s a one-woman project from 
Toronto. It’s really stripped-down, soul-bear-
ing folk.”

Wilson also agreed that the album was a 
standout for her after she gave it a listen. Both 
she and Sopher also agree that Firecracker/
Cloudglow, the debut LP from local duo Can-

non Bros., was a standout and may make it on 
to their lists as well.

The Polaris Prize is exclusively judged on 
musicianship, a trait that Sopher says is a bless-
ing and a curse.

“There are a lot of records that have to be 
consumed. It can be overwhelming by the 
sheer choice and the sheer amount of talent 
that’s out there.”

Polaris Record Salon “Half Year in Review” 
will take place Wednesday, Feb. 15 from 8 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. at the Winnipeg Free Press Café 
(237 McDermot Ave.) with Sopher, Wilson, 
CKUW’s Jenny Henkelman and Uptown Mag-
azine’s Jared Story and John Kendle. Visit www.
manitobamusic.com details.

Celebrating Canadian music
winnipeg-based Polaris Music Prize jurors set to discuss the award and the albums 
that might make their list

JOHN vAN LAAR
vOLUNTEER STAFF

Amigo
directed by John sayles, 2010
124 minutes
plays at Cinematheque on Feb. 10 to Feb 12 at 7 p.m., Feb 15 at 9 p.m. 
and Feb. 16 at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m.

Amigo is a powerful drama that takes place in 
the not-so-famous Philippine-American War 
of 1899-1902.

American troops come into a village (Barrio) 
and occupy it to bring out rebels that are loyal 
to General Emillio Aguinaldo.

The head man, Rafael, “the Amigo,” is in a 
serious predicament. His son has run off to the 
mountains and joined the bandits, of which his 
brother is the leader.

With a cynical Catholic priest who does him 
no favours, Amigo is constantly accused of col-
laborating with the bandits, who have their 
own suspicions as well.

The lieutenant of the occupying troops tries 
to work with the villagers by winning their 
hearts by allowing them to have their yearly 
festival.

Colonel Hardacre (Chris Cooper) wants 
none of that and decides to make examples 
and flush out the bandits with the help of their 
Amigo.

“I have to live with these people, Colonel.”
“No! Lieutenant, you have to war with these 

people!”
War is business and it's business as usual.
Reminiscent of the American wars that had 

been battled several decades later in the name 
of democracy, it occurred to me that the policy 
of the Americans in this war set the precedent 
for all the other wars they have fought: Viet-
nam, Iraq and Afghanistan.

Here was a village in an isolated part of the 
Philippines that worked well with the system 
that they had had for many lifetimes.

Nevertheless, because the Americans had 
declared war on Spain they would rid them of 
the tyranny of colonialism and set the people 
“free.”

This village was to endure and bear atrocities, 
sorrow and betrayal all in the name of democ-

racy. The more the Americans tried to help the 
more there was pain and suffering endured by 
each villager.

Young naïve American troops bumbled 
through the jungle with no idea what they were 
doing there, or what kind of damage they were 
causing.

Their ignorant bliss made me laugh, along 
with their attempts at romance and their expla-
nations of the diverse culture and complexity 
of customs and traditions.

There in itself was a story wrapped in a story 
with the bigger drama unfolding.

Director John Sayles (Eight Men Out) creates 
a beautiful, sad, poignant story of the conse-
quences of war that people caught in the mid-
dle have no control over.

I ain't your amigo
Powerful war film gets first 
canadian screening

Polaris founder steve Jordan, pictured here with Bif naked, will be in winnipeg on Feb. 15 to take part in a panel 
discussion about the coveted music prize.

SUPPLIED

MUSIC PREVIEWFILM

aMigo shows nightly at cinematheque from 
Friday, Feb. 10 until sunday, Feb. 12 at 7 p.m. 
and again on wednesday, Feb. 15 at 9 p.m. and 
Thursday, Feb. 16 at 9:30 p.m. directed by John 
sayles, amigo is a powerful drama of friendship, 
betrayal, romance and heartbreaking violence.

werner herzog's inTo The aByss shows at cin-
ematheque Friday, Feb. 17 until Thursday, Feb. 
23. Visit www.winnipegfilmgroup.com for show-
times.

The dude abides in winnipeg on Feb. 25 when 
cult movie The Big leBowsKi shows at the gar-
rick centre at 7 p.m. for lebowskipalooza 2012, 
a fundraiser in support of the alzheimer soci-
ety of Manitoba. The event will include a film 
screening, movie trivia, games and lots of white 
russians.

LITERATURE

lansdowne Prize for Poetry series winner 
J.r. leVeille reads with KaTherena VerMeTTe 
and rosanna deerchild on sunday, Feb. 12 at 
aqua Books, 274 garry st.

There will be a book launch for PeoPle's ciTi-
ZenshiP gUide: a resPonse To conserVaTiVe 
canada with authors esyllT Jones and adele 
Perry on Monday Feb. 13 at 7 p.m. at Mcnally 
robinson.

The book launch for Feeling canadian: Tele-
Vision, naTionalisM, and aFFecT with author 
Marusya Bociurkiw is at aqua Books on Feb. 16.

GALLERIES & MUSEUMS

Tumble contemporary art presents re-Find/
renewal runs until Thursday, Feb. 9.

Mentoring artists for women’s art (Mawa) pres-
ents aUThenTic TransForMaTion on Thursday, 
Feb. 9. work by PaTricia Penner, sol desha-
Mais and lori ZÉBiÈre.

gallery 1c03 and oseredok Ukrainian cul-
tural and educational centre present i liKe To 
BelieVe i aM Telling The TrUTh by chris reid 
until april 14. chris reid will be giving a talk at 
an opening reception at gallery 1c03 on Thurs-
day, Feb. 9 at 7 p.m.

negative space presents dead BeaTs by 
shawna conner, a collection of paintings that 
interrogate the liminal architectural-like spaces 
between the domesticated and wild. showing 
until Feb. 11.

Platform gallery presents andrew harwood's 
latest exhibition, sÉancÉ, until saturday, Feb. 
25. infamous in Toronto’s Queen west scene 
as an artist and performer (under the stage 
name Madame Zsa Zsa), harwood is crafting a 
new body of work confusing the internationally 
renowned history of winnipeg séance photogra-
phy circa 1900, and the contemporary queer bar 
dance circuit. harwood will give a talk about his 
work on saturday, Feb. 18 at 3 p.m.

cre8ery gallery also hosts Michael Joyal's 365 
days BeFore i sleeP until Feb. 21.

semai gallery presents inTrosPecTiVe works 
by ToM loVaTT until saturday, Feb. 25.

The winnipeg art gallery shows scUlPTUral 
insTallaTion FroM The PerManenT collec-
Tion until Feb. 26.

wayne arthur gallery presents The coloUr 
oF oUr seeing: Two Views oF The Prairie 
and The canadian shield, paintings by lUBa 
olesKy and rUTh KaMeneV until Feb. 29 at 186 
Provencher Blvd.

director John sayles on the set of amigo with academy award-winning actor chris cooper.
SUPPLIED
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MATTHEw TENBRUggENCATE
vOLUNTEER

Several wooden platforms, a gravel pit and 
hanging street lamps fill the performing space 
of the University of Winnipeg’s theatre build-
ing. The set for The Possibilities - the theatre and 
film department’s current production - looks 
like a darker, meaner version of a schoolyard 
play structure.

But this isn’t a playground and it isn’t sim-
ply a set either.

It’s a laboratory where 11 actors-in-training 
will have their skills and hearts stretched by 
Howard Barker’s collection of conflict-related 
vignettes.

“It is very much a lab,” says director Chris 
Brauer. “On a night by night basis, the actors 
have a lot of freedom to open their hearts; to 
explore their emotional palettes and work with 
their partners.”

“When I chose this particular play, it’s not 
because it’s happy-go-lucky or even the usual, 
‘You left me and I’m sad’ scenario. It demands 
an extreme emotional palette; one that’s experi-
enced by a majority of the world’s people, but 
only a minority of our own (local) population.

“The goal ... is to learn and grow. We want 
them to own their performances and try shit 
out.”

Kristian Jordan and Amanda Kristjanson-
Reshaur are two of the actors being stretched by 
Barker’s poetic meditation on barbarity. They’ve 
been rehearsing long hours with their cast mates, 
preparing for the show, which opened this past 
Tuesday, Feb. 7.

“Barker doesn’t just want to entertain,” says 
Kristjanson-Reshaur. “He wants to take us emo-
tionally and intellectually as far as possible.”

“There’s a Barker quote that goes, ‘In life we 
always say this far and no further; my sanity 
demands it. In the theatre we must say this far 
and further; my sanity demands it,’” says Jor-
dan.

The Possibilities certainly pushes the limits of 
content.

Each of the play’s 10 scenes is set in the con-
text of a past, present or imagined future con-
flict: the Russian Revolution, the Holocaust and 
the Rwandan genocide, among others.

The play is an emotional mountain the stu-
dents try to tackle in their own way.

“I don’t think any of the actors have lived sit-
uations like they face in this play,” Kristjanson-
Reshaur says. “We have to scale it down and 
personalize it.”

“After we auditioned, Chris asked us to tell 
him a story of a decision we faced in our life that 
- in the context of our life - was catastrophic," 
Jordan says.

“A decision that changed the path we were 
on,” Kristanjanson-Reshaur adds.

“You have to put the play in the context of 
your life,” Jordan finishes.

Brauer acknowledges it’s a challenge for his 
young actors to tackle the weighty subject mate-
rial.

“That is the great struggle. We’re working very 
hard not to look at it politically. Each vignette 
is really about choice. How does the given indi-
vidual respond to a set of circumstances that 
promise to be transformative. Even - or perhaps 
especially - because it’s in the face of death. The 
cast will go as far as they go with it.

“What’s great about this group,” he adds, “is 
how far they go; how they let it rip.”

The Possibilities runs until Saturday, Feb. 11 at 
the Asper Centre for Theatre and Film on the 
University of Winnipeg campus. Tickets are free, 
but reservations are recommended. Call 204-
786-9152 or visit www.theatre.uwinnipeg.ca.

Anything’s possible

kAELEIgH AyRE
ARTS REpORTER

We all start out crawling. Once we’ve built 
up the confidence and curiosity, we take 
the risk of standing up. Usually we fall, but 
once we’ve gotten the hang of it, found some 
inspiration, and built up the momentum, we 
take off.

Life is similar for the students of the Pro-
fessional Division of the Royal Winnipeg 
Ballet School.

As with most artists, they are not content 
to be pigeon-holed, to remain just as per-
formers, the brush of another painter, apply-
ing the strokes of paint to a blank canvas.

This desire to express through one’s own 
work is what led to the creation of the First 
Steps Choreographic Competition in 1990.

First Steps allows Professional Division 
students to hold complete artistic control 
over their pieces, from inspiration to cos-
tumes, lighting, staging, casting and music 
selection.

This is the third year that Level 7 student 
Phillipe-Alexandre Jacques has created a piece 
for the competition.

Hailing from Ottawa, Jacques, 19, is a 
graduate of the University of Winnipeg Col-
legiate. An RWB student for three years, 
Jacques says he came into dance late, but that 
doesn’t mean he loves it any less.

“It was a hard decision between university 
and continuing with dance (once I had grad-
uated),” Jacques says. “Dance won.”

Jacques has been dancing since he was 
eight years old, but began ballet at age 10.

“I did a lot of tap and jazz, and some bal-
let, but I didn’t really start professionally until 
three years ago.”

Jacques’s composition for this year’s com-
petition is quite dark, as he found inspiration 
in the Edgar Allan Poe short story, The Cask 
of Amontillado.

“It is quite a dark piece, yes. It’s a story 

about vengeance.
“It’s a duet. The first character does some-

thing horrible to the second character. We 
have no idea what it is, we just know it is 
horrible. And the second character finds out 

about this and decides to get vengeance on 
him. So he gets the first character inebriated, 
and in the story he brings him down into a 
dungeon, and leaves him there to perish.

“In the dance, you get the gist of it, but 
you don’t get the details. It’s the fear of being 
left alone, with no hope, I guess is what I’m 
going for. Just the idea of tricking someone.”

While he initially pondered casting the 
duet for two males, Jacques decided on a tra-
ditional pas de deux pairing of a male and 
female classmate.

The piece is accompanied by score music 
from director Francis Ford Coppola’s Bram 
Stoker’s Dracula.

“It’s lovely strings, it’s a bit of piano. It’s 
really, really dark. It builds really well.”

Great things and great people have come 
out of previous competitions.

Peter Quanz, celebrated choreographer 
and director of boundary pushing company 
QDance, whose piece is the highlight of the 
RWB’s final show in May, began honing his 
skills in First Steps.

Jacques hopes to continue performing, but 
he also has other aspirations following his 
graduation from the school this year, includ-
ing joining the RWB Aspirant Program.

“First I hope to perform more, and cho-
reograph on the side, and in the end I hope 
to be more of a choreographer.”

The RWB School Professional Division First 
Steps Choreographic Competition takes place 
from Tuesday, Feb. 14 to Saturday, Feb. 18 
at 7:30 p.m. in Founders’ Studio at the RWB 
Building, 380 Graham Ave. Admission to 
competition performances is by silver dona-
tion. Tickets to the Awards and Performance 
Gala on Feb. 18 are $25 and available at the 
RWB Customer Service Office or by calling 
956- 2792.

The first steps are always the hardest
students from rwB Professional division create original pieces for competition

celebrate Valentine's day with the royal winnipeg Ballet.

SUPPLIED
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University of winnipeg students perform a scene from The Possibilities.
DYLAN HEWLETT

The University of winnipeg’s theatre students tackle howard Barker’s The Possibilities

GALLERIES & MUSEUMS

PlUg in ica presents a Moon or a BUTTon, 
liKe-Minded and and all waTched oVer By 
Machines oF loVing grace. all three exhibi-
tions show until March 25.

Urban shaman Main gallery presents elK 
dreaMer’s dreaM by linUs woods. The exhibi-
tion goes until saturday, March 10.

The Manitoba Museum presents circUs! sci-
ence Under The Big ToP. The exhibition demys-
tifies the daring and death-defying feats of the 
greatest show on earth, and puts you in the 
centre of the action. The exhibition runs until 
april 9.

The wag is also showing aMerican chron-
icles: The arT oF norMan rocKwell from 
March 2 until May 20.

THEATRE, DANCE & COMEDY

Prairie Theatre exchange presents losT: a MeM-
oir on Thursday, Feb. 9 at 8 p.m.

Manitoba Theatre for young People presents 
The caT caMe BacK on Thursday, Feb. 9 at the 
shaw Performing arts centre.

sean lecoMBer brings in the laughs at rumor's 
comedy club on Thursday, Feb. 9 at 8 p.m.

The crosseyed rascals present how i MeT yoUr 
rascal, an improvisational comedy Valentine's 
and birthday show, on Friday, Feb. 10 at Prai-
rie Theatre exchange's colin Jackson studio at 
7:30 p.m.

The wso presents For Michael: The MUsic oF 
Michael JacKson on Feb. 10 and Feb. 11 at 8 
p.m. at the centennial concert hall.

TiM nUTT performs at rumor's from Tuesday, 
Feb. 14 to saturday, Feb. 18 at 8 p.m.

crUMBs presents Berlin or BUsT #13: The 
iMProV coMedy raiser For FUnds at the gas 
station arts centre, 445 river ave. on saturday, 
Feb. 18 at 8 p.m.

sTUarT Mclean and The Vinyl caFe makes at 
stop at the centennial concert hall on sunday, 
Feb. 19 at 2:30 p.m.

MTc John hirsch Theatre shows The FighTing 
days until saturday, March 3.

coMedy oPen Mic nighTs in the ‘Peg are sun-
days at the cavern with John B. dUFF, Tuesdays 
at The King’s head Pub and Mondragon, and 
Thursdays at the standard Tavern.

shaw TV’s weeK ThUs Far tapes in front of a 
live studio audience at The King’s head Pub 
every Monday at 7:30 p.m.

DANCE PREVIEW



www.UniTer.ca

arts&Culture16
The UniTer       FEBRUARY 9, 2012

MATTHEw TENBRUggENCATE
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“People - not just women - have a hard time 
expressing their biggest and best desires,” says 
Winnipeg-based comedian and life coach 
Aisha Alfa. “When someone gives you the 
space to speak to who you are and the posi-
tive things in your life, it gives you power.”

She’s talking about the Fort Garry Wom-
en’s Resource Centre (FGWRC), the non-
profit, feminist organization that oper-
ates three locations in Winnipeg - on Ellen, 
Waverley and South Pembina - where 
women can go for services and support that 
range from acupuncture to legal advice or 
self-defence classes.

Women who use the FGWRC include 
business executives and street youth (the 
centre takes a non-discriminatory stance on 
who it serves). All services offered are free.

On Wednesday, Feb. 15, the FGWRC is 
holding its third annual Fab Fem Fundraiser 
at the West End Cultural Centre.

Alfa is hosting the evening with a blend 
of stand-up comedy and motivational speak-
ing. She’s eager to support the FGWRC, 
where she’s taught positive thinking work-
shops for the past two years.

“The women who work there - and the 
women who go there - are amazing,” Alfa 
says. “I’m really passionate about what they 
do. Helping women is important because 

we only make up over half the population. 
And helping women helps the whole popu-
lation; you can’t just be a guy and say, ‘This 
doesn’t affect me.’ Guys have to look at the 
women in their life - their girlfriends, wives, 
mothers, sisters, daughters - and know that 
if these women get help to live better, it ben-
efits everyone.”

Manitoba folk/pop artist Alana Levan-
doski is joining Alfa on stage.

The all female lineup is a conscious choice 
by the event’s organizing committee mem-
bers, who have larger goals for Fab Fem than 
just raising funds to support the centre’s pro-
grams.

“It’s a great evening of women com-

ing together, sharing and entertaining each 
other,” says board member Kelly-Ann Ste-
venson, who’s helping put the event together. 
“It’s an opportunity for our board, staff and 
the women activists in the community to 
network, socialize and build awareness.

"Quite often the work that is done by the 
programs at the centre, well ... it’s a demand-
ing job. So it’s good to have an evening of 
fun together.”

Stevenson knows about demanding jobs.
By day she’s a lawyer for the Winnipeg 

Regional Health Authority’s Youth Foren-
sic Services, advising female offenders on 
resources they can access in the community. 
She joined the FGWRC’s board just over 

two years ago when she heard they were con-
ducting a search for new members.

“I’d been involved with the centre in my 
professional life, referring young women to 
them for support. After all they’ve given my 
clients, I thought I had something to give 
back.”

Fab Fem, it seems, will be a chance for 
everyone to give back to a centre that’s 
helped so many.

The Fab Fem Fundraiser happens at the 
West End Cultural Centre on Wednesday, 
Feb. 15 at 7 p.m. Tickets are $20 and you can 
get them by calling 204-477-1123 or visiting 
www.fgwrc.ca.

Local ladies live loud
aisha alfa and alana levandoski stand up for winnipeg women

“Helping women helps the 
whole population; you can’t 
just be a guy and say, ‘This 
doesn’t affect me.’”
- aisha alFa, coMedian and liFe coach alana levandoski (pictured) will perform a few tunes while aisha alfa cracks you up.

SUPPLIED

AARON SNIDER
CULTURE REpORTER

bistrot by basil
137 osborne st.

After sitting annoyingly closed for nearly 
four years, an Osborne Village institution 
has re-emerged with a new way of doing 
things.

My partner and I stopped into Bistrot by 
Basil on a recent Tuesday evening around 
9:30 p.m. The dining room was mostly 
empty and we chose to sit at one of several 
higher, square bistro tables.

Once we became accustomed to the dim 
light we began to look around the renovated 
space.

The interior decor was appealing and 
relaxing despite being an odd mix of differ-
ent styles. A classical mural painting on one 
wall contrasts with a more modern wooden 
design behind the bar and pillars laden with 
broken plates and seashells.

The music was equally eclectic, though 
with less satisfying results.

Marvin Gaye and Frank Sinatra fit right 
in with our drinks, tapas and the relaxing 
atmosphere. Kings of Leon and Lily Allen 
did not.

From the moment we sat down the ser-
vice was excellent, though it’s difficult to say 
whether or not this was because of the slow 
night.

We started with the baba ganoush, which 
lived up to the menu’s garlicky description. 
The fire-roasted ganoush was fantastic, but 
was served with pita that was slightly too soft 
to perform its dipping duties to satisfaction.

Following this we ordered a thin-crust 
pizza with brie and sun-dried tomato and a 
healthy chickpea salad.

The pizza promptly put all previously 
experienced pizzas to shame and led to 
some perhaps overly enthusiastic praises for 
both brie and sundried tomatoes, though it 
was clearly their team effort that won our 
hearts.

The chickpea salad was massive and pretty 
good, but monotonous and all but swim-
ming in its lemony dressing.

Perhaps we were just too overwhelmed by 
the pizza to give it an honest attempt. We’ll 
never know.

The menu is basically split into tapas, sal-
ads and pizzas, which really lends to the lei-
surely feel of the new Basil’s.

A few friends showed up as we were fin-
ishing up the food to join us for a couple 
drinks, and at no point did we feel rushed or 
that we needed to move on.

The tapas items all looked like they were 
great to share, and our latecomer friends 
tucked into some calamari while we all 
lounged and laughed at people attempting 
to parallel park on the busy street outside 

our window.
Overall, the evening was marked by a 

sense of relief that this prime Village real 
estate was back up and running.

Bistrot by Basil couldn’t ask for a bet-
ter location, and they’ve capitalized on the 
neighbourhood with a menu and an atmo-
sphere that will undoubtedly draw a strong 
crowd of return customers who want to kick 
back and hang out.

They’ll just have to find their fix of good 
music somewhere else.

Re-imagined Osborne Village restaurant back in business
Menu and atmosphere will undoubtedly draw a strong crowd

DYLAN HEWLETT

MUSIC AND COMEDY PREVIEW

FOOD REVIEW
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Spring is fast approaching, and in the stu-
dent world that means mostly one thing: 
a mad dash to scoop up the most fun and 
lucrative summer jobs before everyone else.

And if you happen to be graduating, the 
stakes are even higher.

So after you’ve blown the dust off that 
stack of old resumes and made the obliga-
tory humble-boast phone calls to all your 
dream employers, it might be time to clean 
up your online image before heading out to 
shake hands.

In a job market saturated with under-
grads, employers are in a position to be as 
selective as they want.

So, if they type your name into a Google 
search and come across your moonlighting 
work as a forum troll, they’re under no obli-
gation to make a last ditch effort to catch 
your killer resume and cover letter as they 
fall into the shredder.

Wade Miller, co-founder of Pinnacle 
Staffing Solutions, says that employers are 
certainly checking out their candidates.

“People have to remember that anything 
that is out in public is available for employ-
ers to see as well,” Miller says. “That’s some-
thing you really have to think about. What 
is your image in the world?”

Your physical charm won’t necessarily 
trump a potentially negative web search.

“It’s not less significant, it’s not sepa-
rate, it is who you are,” says Georgy Cohen, 
founder and principal of Crosstown Digital 
Communications, a consulting firm based in 
Massachusetts.

“So just like you wouldn’t go to a job 
interview wearing a stained shirt, drunk and 
disheveled, or not knowing what you’re talk-
ing about, you should have your presen-
tation of yourself online straight as well,” 
Cohen says.

It might seem easier to simply opt out, 
change your Facebook privacy settings to the 
maximum and join the Luddites, but you’d 
have to take the entire Internet down with 
you.

“You can not be there, depending on your 
career or what you’re doing, but that said, 
people are going to be talking about you 
online anyway,” Cohen says. “People are 
finding ways to assess you and represent you 
without you representing yourself.”

Cohen uses the example of an offline law-
yer who still gets reviewed by clients online 
for all to see, but it’s just as easy to imag-
ine your friends tweeting your name with-
out your permission.

It’s important to remember that things 
on the Internet never go away, Cohen says. 
Your past indiscretions are like pesky virtual 
ghosts.

“Be aware of what’s out there because 
it’s just as much fair game in how we assess 
people as in-person or any other context,” 
Cohen says.

The best method may be to create your 
own online presence and take an active role 
in determining what people see when they 
start to dig around.

This could include everything from main-
taining an up-to-date LinkedIn profile to 
purchasing your own domain name and cre-
ating links to all relevant information.

From her experience in helping people 
establish themselves online, Cohen warns 
against common pitfalls.

“There’s two kinds of terrible,” she says. 
“Terrible in that it’s neglected or out of date - 
if you’re going to be out there you don’t want 
it to look like garbage.”

This includes things like tacky web design 
and pages with poor grammar and spelling 
that present obsolete information.

“On the other end there are people that 
try too hard,” Cohen says. “The more you let 
your work and who you are speak for itself, 
in the end that’s going to make you or break 
you.”

This all sounds like a lot of work because 
it is.

The truth is that most students who just 
want to do their four months of data input 
slave-dronery probably don’t need to care as 
much as a prospective politician or execu-
tive.

“A lot of the time, administrative experi-
ence doesn’t involve a lot of Internet pres-
ence,” says Mohamed Hassan, branch man-
ager of the Winnipeg-based Staffmax, a staff-
ing and recruiting agency.

“If the person does have the experience in 
that placement and you do a reference check, 
there’s not a lot, short of a police record or 
something like that, that would make me see 
them in a negative light,” says Hassan, whose 
branch hires for many temporary positions.

Sales positions, on the other hand, are 
more visible.

“A lot of companies are image-conscious,” 
Hassan says. “So, for example, if a certain 
company is hiring an individual to be sales 
representative, and their Facebook is con-
tradictory with the image of that company, 

then it would make sense not to go forward 
with that candidate.”

Miller suggests that the best approach to 
online presence management is to think like 
the people you want to work for.

“I think the important thing is to use 

common sense,” Miller says. “And if you 
were a future employer, what would you not 
want to see or what would you want to see in 
a future employee.

“Just be yourself, but at the same time be 
very cautious.”

Be yourself, but be cautious
in today's job market, considering how you portray yourself online is important

ARANDA ADAMS

CULTURE TODAY

Three TiPs For Managing 
yoUr online Presence
The internet is like a jungle, except instead of 
wrestling hungry panthers you have an unruly 
reputation to wrangle. georgy cohen provides 
some suggestions for taking control of the 
impression you give online. here are some rele-
vant tips:

1. search for yourself. what you see will be the 
first thing that a potential employer will see, so 
this is a good way to gauge if you come across in 
a positive or some other shade of light. “google 
is your best friend and your worst enemy,” cohen 
says.

2. develop a strategy. “own your name,” cohen 
says. what about yourself do you want the online 
public to notice: the candid photos of your most 
recent night out on the town or your volunteer 
experience working with injured bunnies?

3. Maintain a hub. “Be mindful and attentive to it,” 
cohen says. Purchasing your own domain name 
allows you to provide the first and last word on 
your own character, as well as to provide sta-
ble links to your Facebook, Twitter and whichever 
other social media sites you deem suitable for a 
broad viewing audience.

Visit www.tinyurl.com/cohenbrandtips to  
read cohen’s blog about online branding for  
www.workawesome.com.
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tHe univeRsity of Winnipeg AWARds:
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards

SCHOLARSHIPS, AWARDS AND BURSARIES

The general Bursary Program for students with financial 
need is now closed. The deadline was Jan. 30, 2012. Those 
that applied will receive notification of the results near 
the end of February through their webmail account.

The graduate & Professional studies expenses Bursary is 
now available for application for students in their final 
year of an honours or B.ed. program who are applying 
to pursue post-undergraduate studies. These awards are 
given out on a first-come, first-served basis and will be 
available for application until the funds are exhausted. 
application forms are available on our website: http://
www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awd-bursaries.

T4A TAx FORMS FOR AWARDS RECEIVED IN 2011

in order to properly receive a tax receipt (T4a) for awards 
received from the University of winnipeg in 2011, we must 
have your current address and social insurance number 
on file.

if you need to update or provide this information, you can 
do this one of two ways:

    Email studentcentral@uwinnipeg.ca with your name, 
complete address and social insurance number, if needed.

    Visit student central in person - 1st Floor centennial 
hall.

This is very important. You must have this update 
completed by Wednesday, Feb. 15 in order for us to 
capture your information for your tax receipt.

Tax receipts will be mailed to the address you have 
recorded on your student account at the end of February.

MAnitobA student Aid pRogRAM (MsAp):
applications to Manitoba student aid for the Fall/winter 
2011-12 or winter term only sessions are still being 
accepted until Feb. 20, 2012. students can apply online at: 
www.manitobastudentaid.ca.

TUITION FEE DEFERRAL

government student aid recipients that applied before 
dec. 16, 2011 had been given Tuition Fee deferral until Feb. 
4 to pay their outstanding fees.

WHAT DOES TUITION FEE DEFERRAL MEAN?

you have been given a one-month grace period so that:

a. your registration is not cancelled, and

b. you are not charged late payment fees.

NOTE: if your tuition payment was not received by Feb. 4, 
you will have to make financial arrangements in person 
at student central to ensure your registration is not 
cancelled. Bring your government student aid documents 
with you to show proof of pending payment(s). late fees 
may apply.

exteRnAL AWARds:
The university is often notified by companies and 
organizations about awards they have for students in 
post-secondary education. here are a few awards that are 
available right now:

UNITED WAY YOUTH LEADERS IN ACTION SCHOLAR-
SHIP

Deadline: Feb. 10, 2012

designed to recognize the contributions of young 
community leaders and encourage them to keep up the 
great work. in 2012, four scholarships of $500 each will be 
awarded to young people under the age of 25 who have 
made a difference in the community.

Visit: www.edc.ca/scholarships

THE MANITOBA LEGISLATIVE INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Deadline: Feb. 14, 2012

gain first-hand experience in the legislative process and 
work with Members of the legislative assembly and their 
caucuses in policy research. The Manitoba legislative 
assembly internship Program is open to six Manitoba 
students in a degree program in any discipline at a 
Manitoba university and to permanent Manitoba residents 
studying outside the province. students must have 
graduated by september 2012.

Visit: http://www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/info/internship.
html

WOMEN OF DISTINCTION AWARDS

Deadline: Feb. 27, 2012

This award recognizes a woman's outstanding achieve-
ments in the expression, performance, development, 
preservation or patronage of the visual, literary, perform-
ing or creative arts. she may express herself artistically, 
encourage others to find their own creative expression 
and/or promote the value of the arts as integral to the 
life of the community. submit your nomination by the 
early bird deadline of Feb. 14 for a chance to win two free 
tickets for the gala event.

Visit: http://www.ymcaywca.mb.ca/wodnomination.html

ROBERT E. OLIVER SCHOLARSHIP

Deadline: Feb. 27, 2012

each year, advertising standards council awards one 
$1,500 scholarship to a full-time post-secondary student 
who is enrolled in an undergraduate advertising or 
marketing program at a canadian university or college. 
robert e. oliver was asc’s first president and a pioneer 
of canadian advertising self-regulation. he played a key 
role in developing the canadian code of advertising 
standards. To honour his contribution, this award rec-
ognizes students with a record of outstanding academic 
achievement and community service who are committed 
to pursuing a career in advertising or marketing.

Visit: http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awd-
external to obtain an application form.

RBC ABORIGINAL STUDENT AWARDS PROGRAM

Deadline: Feb. 28, 2012

selected students are awarded up to $4,000 each 
academic year for two to four years to use towards 
tuition, textbooks, supplies and living expenses. rBc 
awards 10 scholarships in two categories: 1) for students 
majoring in disciplines related to the financial services 
industry, 2) for students majoring in disciplines unrelated 
to the financial services industry.

Visit: http://www.rbc.com/careers/aboriginal_stu-
dent_awards.html

KIWANIS CLUB OF WINNIPEG: MANITOBA CITIzENS’ 
BURSARY FUND FOR ABORIGINAL PEOPLES

Deadline: Feb. 28, 2012

This annual award is open to aboriginal students from 
the University of winnipeg, University of Manitoba 

and Brandon University. you must be a student 
with aboriginal ancestry (First nations, Métis or 
inuit) and demonstrate financial need. students 
must maintain satisfactory grades to retain their 
eligibility. Points will be given for extra-curricular/
volunteer activities. The applicant must also 
submit a student history or a transcript with this 
application form. Bursaries range from $200 to 
$500 each.

Visit: http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-
awd-external to obtain an application form.

CWRA SCHOLARSHIPS IN WATER RESOURCES

Deadline: Feb. 28, 2012

The canadian water resources association offers 
five scholarships annually. These scholarships are 
available to graduate students whose programs 
of study focus upon applied, natural or social 
science aspects of water resources. a decision will 
be announced in June 2012.

Visit: http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-
awd-external to obtain an application form.

MANITOBA NEAHR PROGRAM

Deadlines: Feb. 28, 2012 (New Investigator), 
March 1, 2012 (Graduate Fellowship), March 2, 
2012 (Summer Internship)

The Manitoba network environment for aboriginal 
health research (neahr) Program seeks to 
expand the pool of indigenous health researchers 
and contribute to the development of a sustain-
able and collaborative research environment 
for First nations, Métis and inuit communities in 
Manitoba.

Visit: http://umanitoba.ca/faculties/medicine/
units/community_health_sciences/departmen-
tal_units/ cahr/training/6016.html

awards & Financial aid the awards and financial aid staff of the university of Winnipeg provides the student body with current information on award 
opportunities. this information is updated weekly.
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crossword Puzzle & sudoku 19
solutions to this week’s sudoku and crossword in next week's issue.

1 6 3 8 9 7 4 2 5
8 9 5 4 2 6 1 3 7
4 2 7 5 1 3 8 6 9
5 8 2 1 7 4 3 9 6
6 3 4 9 8 5 2 7 1
9 7 1 3 6 2 5 4 8
7 5 6 2 4 1 9 8 3
2 1 8 6 3 9 7 5 4
3 4 9 7 5 8 6 1 2

B

solutions to puzzles from the February 2, 2012 issue.

Across

1- Jackie's predecessor 

6- go back, in a way 

10- Mogul capital until 1658 

14- goes into business 

15- ___ avis 

16- Follow 

17- org. 

18- Formerly, formerly 

19- ___ extra cost 

20- small box for holding 

tea leaves 

22- Fondle 

24- high hair style 

25- Traveling bags 

26- rhododendron kin 

29- Prod 

30- Vincent lopez's theme 

song 

31- during the recent past 

37- Best of a group 

39- Friend of Fidel 

40- Pointed arch 

41- Tumbler 

44- Broad smile 

45- what there oughta be 

46- First-born 

48- Place in a bank account 

52- cracked 

53- head garland 

54- Formerly southern 

rhodesia 

58- rock's Motley ___ 

59- equal 

61- cruise stops 

62- Party-thrower 

63- shrivelled, without 

moisture 

64- Property claims 

65- draft picks 

66- grandson of adam 

67- dodge

down

1- castle ring 

2- Basilica area 

3- city near Phoenix 

4- Vaccinate 

5- elude 

6- hives 

7- not any 

8- aMa members 

9- Bread-like item made of 

Quaker product? 

10- Maker of Pong 

11- entrances 

12- wash lightly 

13- at ___ for words 

21- June 6, 1944 

23- olds model 

25- elects 

26- again 

27- French novelist 

28- came down to earth 

29- Fiddlesticks! 

32- acclaim 

33- great ash tree 

34- green land 

35- alamo rival 

36- 1996 Tony-winning 

musical 

38- clear the board 

42- Brief passing look 

43- Parliament of Poland 

47- likely to change 

48- russian country house 

49- sign up 

50- Temporary stop 

51- "awake and sing!" 

playwright 

52- Buenos ___ 

54- nothing 

55- chicken cordon ___ 

56- Travel 

57- "___ quam videri" 

(north carolina's motto) 

60- dusk, to donne

BESTCROSSWORDS.COM

2  5   9 1   
3 9 4 7     2

1 2 8 3     6
4  6   2 3   
    7   5  
 6  8     7
    3   9  

B

SUDOKU SKILL LEVEL:  difficuLt

WWW.PDFPAD.COM/SUDOKU

 

University of Winnipeg Bookstore 
204.786.9706 │ www.universityofwinnipeg.bkstr.ca 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
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An open
 Relationship

WitH MeLAnie dAHLing

when it comes to dating, 
there are no rules
If you’re someone who follows my blog or 
that guy who looks over my shoulder on 
the bus while I text, you know that I am 
now seeing someone.

It’s been a lot of fun so far and I’m enjoy-
ing my relationship almost as much as my 
enemies are relishing the thought of throw-
ing this article in my face if we break up in 
some horrendous way.

My current beau and I were friends first, 
and now that we’re together I wanted to 
give some advice to all the fellas out there 
who are trying to sweep some girl off her 
feet.

The more I thought about it I realized 
that what brought us together was not 
some magic formula, and it wouldn’t work 
on anyone else if it were.

So here it is, dear reader - advice you 
won’t be able to use if you’re trying to date 
anyone but me.

I guess since I’m “off the market” now, 
you won’t really be able to use it on any-
one.

Well, here it is anyway. Happy Valen-
tine’s Day!

Get in her “friend zone”
Stay there for almost two years.
Do a lot of really nice gentlemanly things 

for her while simultaneously being a shoul-
der to cry on when she complains about 
whatever emotionally unavailable guy she’s 
been obsessing over that week.

You’ll get barely intelligible calls in the 
middle of the night where she’ll basically 
sob at you for say, 45 minutes.

Take every one of those calls, then give 
her really great advice that she probably 
won’t follow, which will start the process 
over again.

Have frequent and graphic conversa-
tions about poop

... or any bodily function, really.
You should be comfortable enough with 

each other to discuss your most disgusting 
and disturbing habits at length.

Take her to Denny’s
Not just once.
Go to Denny’s so much that you know 

all the employees’ names.
Not only that, but they should know 

exactly what to prepare for you upon 
arrival.

It should get to the point where if you 
don’t go for a couple of weeks, it is a legit-
imate cause for concern amongst the Den-
ny’s staff.

Play laser tag
Go to a warehouse with mostly dudes 

and spend Saturday nights pointing car-
toonish guns at each other, taking the odd 
break to drink grape Fanta and play Tetris.

If you’re going for bonus points, go back 
to your place and fall asleep chastely on the 
couch after watching hours’ worth of Astro 
Boy DVDs.

I wrote this for a bit of a laugh, but also 
to arrive at this point: there are no “rules” 
to follow in the dating world.

It’s confusing and if you spend too much 
time trying to figure out what works and 
what doesn’t, your brain will start to drip 
out of your nose.

Be the most honest version of yourself 
that you can be, tell people the truth and 
try not to treat anyone like shit.

Somewhere down the line, someone 
cool is going to notice.

Have a question about relationships you 
would like Melanie to address in a future 
column? Email it to melanie_dahling@hot-
mail.com with “Open Relationship” in the 
subject line. Visit www.melaniedahling.
wordpress.com.
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