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Q: WHAT Do you THink of nEW MLCC rEguLATionS To ALLoW ALCoHoL To BE 
SErVED in CErTAin CinEPLExES?

Alex Wenger, third-
year student, rhetoric
“I think it’s discrimina-
tory toward the other 
movie theatres in the 
city.”

Joe Wasylycia-Leis, 
research assistant, 
university of Winnipeg 
geography department
“I think it’s mildly disap-
pointing that alcohol 
is permeating every 
corner of society, and 
the beer is going to be 
something like 10 bucks, 
so it’s just another way 
for movie corporations 
to gouge our pockets.”

Mohammed Subhan, 
fourth-year student, 
business administra-
tion
“I think they already 
have a law like that in 
the United States, so I 
think it’s a good thing 
as long as people don’t 
drink and drive and 
don’t get too rowdy.”

Sheldon Birnie, assistant 
editor, Stylus Magazine
“I think it’s great. I love 
drinking in theatres and 
movies are boring without 
beer.”

Zafar Sacranie, 
employee, Petrified 
Sole
“how much are 
they going to 
charge us for it? let 
me bring my own!”

Jesse klyn, first-year 
student, general degree
“I think that’s crazy. that’s 
wild. I can see a lot of great 
dates happening there.”

CULTURE page13

The Ellice Cafe gets 
it right

HarrISoN SampHIr
volUNTeer STaff

Street harassment is a pervasive and largely unre-
ported crime, and a form of violence that has 
become culturally acceptable across the world.

That’s where Hollaback! comes in.
Formed in 2005, first as a blog in New York 

City, Hollaback! has grown into an international 
movement to end harassment of women on the 
streets of major cities.

A chapter in Winnipeg was recently 
launched.

“(It’s) a global issue that women and LGBTQ 
individuals face on a daily basis,” said Veronica 
Pinto, international movement coordinator of 
Hollaback! “There is a common misconception 
that street harassment is a ‘city problem.’”

Indeed, such a systemic and ubiquitous force, 
one so prevalent in many of the world’s larg-
est cities,  is a difficult enemy to face. The fight 
requires solidarity, communication, and prac-
tical action that can mend communities, and 
transform the behavioural norms that fuel street 
harassment every day.

In many ways, Hollaback! is the answer to 
this extensive problem.

Jodie Layne founded the Winnipeg chapter 
of the movement, which now encompasses 45 
cities across six countries.

“By making the commodification and objec-
tification of women's bodies in public unaccept-
able and even shameful, it does more than stop 
harassment. That is the point where minds will 
change and attitudes will be re-examined,” said 
Layne.

“Hollaback! empowers women to confront 
harassers and share their stories of how harass-
ment has affected them - ... (it) seeks to exclude 
no one in the solution either.”

With its first grant from the Girls Action 
Foundation, Layne and the Winnipeg chapter 
of Hollaback! will soon hold a day-long event 
for teens featuring workshops, discussion peri-
ods and plenty of creative action; a testament to 
the movement’s awareness-raising mandate and 
will to inspire change.

“It's been astounding the people who have 
come up to me or emailed me or shared their 
story,” she said. “It gives me great hope about 
what we can do and the eagerness for people to 
have these conversations.”

To Melanie Leslie, a programmer at the 
Peer Project for Youth, Hollaback! importantly 
extends its reach to cyberspace as well.

“Connecting online is essential for engaging 
young people in these conversations,” she said. 
“Hollaback! uses both the Internet and in-per-
son discussion to hash out actual strategies for 
responding to street harassment.”

Whatever the case, Hollaback! has proven 

to be an invaluable remedy to a sadly common 
societal event.

It is also an arguably radical activism that 
openly seeks to unite against gender-oriented 
abuse while altering global thought in the pro-
cess.

In a positive and an emancipatory spirit, 
Layne continues to look ahead to the potential 
future of Hollaback! as a potent social move-
ment.

“I want us to keep fighting against not only 
the action of street harassment, but the factors 
and attitudes that cause it and keep on being 
badasses for the rights of women.”

breaking the silence
in the fight against street harassment, hollaback! takes the lead

Jodie layne founded the winnipeg chapter of hollaback! “By making the commodification and objectification of 
women's bodies in public unacceptable and even shameful, it does more than stop harassment. That is the point where 
minds will change and attitudes will be re-examined," she says.

Dylan hewlett
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Disappointed but not surprised
independent theatre operators respond to liquor law amendments

maTT preproST
NewS prodUCTIoN edITor

Local independent theatre operators say they 
are disappointed but not surprised they have 
been excluded from recent liquor law amend-
ments that will allow a large theatre chain to 
serve alcohol to moviegoers.

On Jan. 12, the Manitoba Liquor Con-
trol Commission announced changes to the 
Liquor Control Act that will allow Cineplex 
Entertainment to serve alcohol in three new 
VIP theatres it plans to build in the city later 
this year.

“It’s just disappointing, that’s all, and we 
will keep trying,” said Kristy Muckosky, oper-
ations manager of Cinematheque.

Muckosky said she has frequently tried to 
get a liquor licence for Cinematheque events. 
Those efforts, however, have been mired in 
red tape and a revolving door of reasons that 
have killed her applications.

“One (reason) was that we didn’t own the 
building,” she said. “Another reason was that 
if they gave us the licence, it would open a 
can of worms because all the other theatres 
would want licences.

“Which is funny, because now that’s the 
case.”

The ability to serve and be served alcohol is 
a popular request of those who rent the the-
atre for events and those who attend, Mucko-
sky said.

The ability to do so would give the theatre 

a new revenue stream, she said, adding the 
theatre’s target market are those over 40 who 
want to watch a film, have a panel discussion 
and drink a glass of wine.

“If we’re offering something educational 
and entertaining, why can’t people enjoy 
a glass of wine?” she said. “How is it dif-
ferent than going to PTE (Prairie Theatre 
Exchange) - they have a film screen and they 
have a licence.

“I think it’s a perception of what we do 
and not being knowledgeable about we do,” 
she said.

According to the MLCC, the amendment 
allows a movie theatre complex to apply for 
a spectator activities licence, which was pre-
viously only issued to venues providing live 
theatre or music, exhibitions, and events pro-
moting tourism, culture or sport.

Under the amendments, theatre com-
plexes must have at least two theatres with a 
minimum of 75 permanent seats in each to be 
granted a licence. Only 50 per cent of the the-
atres can be licensed.

According to media reports, Cineplex 
plans to spend $4.5 million renovating its 
Kenaston Boulevard and McGillivray Boule-
vard location to include three licensed audi-
toriums along with eight regular ones.

Cineplex operates the three major the-
atres in the city - SilverCity Polo Park, Silver-
City St. Vital and Famous Players at Kildo-
nan Place. It also operates the Cinema City 
at Northgate Mall.

Susan Harrison, MLCC communications 
coordinator, cited the province’s hospitality 
strategy for the changes.

The strategy was drafted to bring hospi-
tality opportunities to the province, promote 
safety in licensed premises, address underage 
drinking and reduce red tape, she said.

Changes thus far have included, among 
others, the creation of Liquor Mart express 
stores, new ID requirements and staggered 
liquor licence renewal dates.

Cineplex approached the province about 
introducing the concept, which it first 
launched in Ontario in the early 2000s, she 
said.

“The intent of the regulation change wasn’t 
to open all movie theatres for licensing, but 

to allow for a unique hospitality concept to 
come to the province,” Harrison said.

Cineplex opened two more VIP theatres 
in Ontario in 2008, and opened a fourth, 
in Coquitlam, B.C., on Dec. 19. Accord-
ing to a CBC report, the Alcohol and Gam-
ing Commission of Ontario (AGCO) also 
made changes to its rules to make the con-
cept work.

In August 2011, the AGCO lifted all 
restrictions on the types of businesses that 
could apply for a liquor sales licence.

However, Harrison said it is unlikely the 
MLCC amendments will expand to include 
small theatre operators because of the way the 
regulations were crafted.

“We don’t want to take options away for 
people who want to attend a movie without 
alcohol being (served),” she said.

Like other licensed businesses, licensed 
theatres will be open to a liquor inspection at 
any time, she added.

Tim Spring, coordinator for the Ellice 
Cafe and Theatre, said the amendments 
should apply to all theatres, even if he would 
not apply for a licence himself.

“I think people should be able to enjoy a 
beer while watching a movie, but, for us, it’s 
a non-issue,” he said, noting the theatre is 
an enterprise of New Life Ministries, which 
doesn’t want to compound addiction issues 
in the West End.

“Give smaller businesses and shops the 
same opportunities. I’m sure it will be cash 
generating. Too bad it’s just for the big 
guys.”

Tory MLCC critic Ron Schuler said he has 
yet to question the MLCC on the new reg-
ulations before the public accounts commit-
tee.

“My question is: how did they come up 
with the regulations?” Schuler said. “Why 
do they need to have 75 seats? Because this is 
very new, certainly we would like to ask (the 
MLCC) what the long-term plan is and per-
haps (if it will include) other venues."

Under law, the public accounts committee 
first meets on the third Wednesday of every 
second month of the year. The committee 
was last scheduled to meet in December and 
will meet again in February.

LoCAL rESTAurATEur 
TAkES kATZ To CourT oVEr 
HoLiDAy PArTy AT Hu’S

a Transcona restaurateur has filed a motion 
before the Manitoba court of Queen’s Bench 
insisting mayor sam Katz either resign from 
office or pay back all costs associated with 
two holiday parties he held at hu’s asian Bistro 
- a restaurant the mayor owns. Joe chan, who 
operates a regent avenue chinese restaurant 
called the cathay house, argues that Katz 
breached the trust of winnipeg citizens by fil-
ing the two holiday parties as city expenses 
and by awarding a contract to a business in 
which he is the sole shareholder. according to 
city expense records, the mayor’s office spent 
$2,915 on a city holiday party at hu’s in 2010. 
last month, he held a similar party at the res-
taurant, the cost of which is still unknown.

SHoAL LAkE firST nATion SET 
To TAkE CiTy To CourT

a First nations community is set to take the 
city to court over the extension of water and 
sewer pipes to the rural municipalities of west 
st. Paul, rosser and the centre Port trans-
portation hub. iskatewizaagegan no. 39 First 
nation threatened to file a court injunction if 
winnipeg refused to respond to their request 
for negotiations by Friday, Jan. 20. The city 
has refused to negotiate with the First nation. 
The community, also known as shoal lake no. 
39, argues that the city has no right to sell 
water to neighbouring municipalities before it 
resolves decades of legal claims to lake water. 
shoal lake, a water body that straddles the 
ontario-Manitoba border, is the city’s primary 
source of water as per agreements with an-
other First nation, shoal lake no. 40, stretch-
ing back to 1914.

CHiPMAn oPEn To ouTDoor 
nHL gAME in WinniPEg

Mark chipman, chairman of True north 
sports & entertainment, is open to hosting 
a heritage classic game in winnipeg in the 
coming years, the winnipeg Free Press has re-
ported. The heritage classic is a rare outdoor 
nhl game that has only been held twice since 
2003. last year, calgary hosted the event at 
the stadium normally reserved for the cFl’s 
stampeders. The game, which pitted the cal-
gary Flames against the Montreal canadiens, 
drew a crowd of 41,000. chipman hopes that 
winnipeg will host a similar heritage classic 
at investors group Field, the new winnipeg 
Blue Bomber stadium, adding that heritage 
classics have been big successes wherever 
they’ve been held.

MAniToBA MP TAkES PLigHT 
of ABoriginAL WoMEn To THE 
PriME MiniSTEr’S offiCE

rod Bruinooge, conservative Member of 
Parliament for winnipeg south, attended a Un 
expert group conference of the Permanent 
Forum on indigenous issues in new york city 
last week. a primary discussion topic was the 
rights of indigenous women and girls, which 
are guaranteed as part of a Un declaration on 
the rights of indigenous Peoples. Bruinooge 
promised to take the issues raised at the fo-
rum to the prime minister at his first oppor-
tunity. research by the native women's asso-
ciation of canada demonstrated that, during 
the last 40 years, over 500 aboriginal women 
have been murdered or have gone missing in 
canada. additionally, aboriginal women are 
three-and-a-half times more likely to be vic-
tims of violence than non-aboriginal women 
and five times more likely to be murdered.

CiTy SAyS guArDrAiL SAfE DESPiTE 
ouT-of-DATE SAfETy STAnDArDS

The city of winnipeg maintains that a guard-
rail on the disraeli Bridge is safe, despite be-
ing built in accordance with safety standards 
that are now 52 years out of date. on wednes-
day, Jan. 18, 19-year-old Kaitlyn Fraser plunged 
to her death after accidentally ramming into 
a disraeli Bridge guardrail with her sUV. The 
guardrail, which was constructed in 1960, is 
made of steel and lacks any concrete barrier, 
similar to the osborne Bridge - the only other 
city bridge with steel guardrails. The city has 
no plans to reinforce the guardrail in the wake 
of the tragedy, calling the accident an “iso-
lated incident.”

local 
News Briefs 
compiled by ethan cabel

independent theatres, like cinematheque, say new liquor law amendments favour large movie chains.
Dylan hewlett

“Another reason was that 
if they gave us the licence, 
it would open a can of 
worms because all the 
other theatres would want 
licences. Which is funny, 
because now that’s the 
case.”
- KrisTy MUcKosKy, oPeraTions Manager, 
cineMaTheQUe
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SLoW rEACTionS BLAMED 
for DEATHS of THouSAnDS 
in EAST AfriCA

aFrica: a report published by save 
the children and oxfam suggests 
that emergency response to the 2011 
drought in eastern african was too 
slow and inadequate in dealing with 
the widespread disaster. according to 
the Mail and guardian, between 50,000 
and 100,000 people - more than half of 
them children - died during the emer-
gency that affected somalia, ethiopia 
and Kenya. signs of an imminent food 
shortage were apparent in august 2010, 
but governments and humanitarian 
agencies were slow to provide aid with-
out further proof. The report warns that 
a similar crisis is looming in western 
africa with a similar outcome unless 
changes are made.

AnTiPirACy BiLLS LoSE 
SuPPorT, EnrAgE DoMAinS

washingTon: antipiracy bills, PiPa 
and soPa, have lost widespread sup-
port after concerns were raised about 
the possible effect on public access and 
government control over the internet. 
according to the la Times, the bills are 
being scrutinized because of broad 
definitions that could potentially lead 
to widespread censorship in the U.s. 
in protest of the bills, wikipedia, along 
with thousands of other websites, 
blocked its pages and provided users 
with information about the proposed 
bill and urged people to contact their 
congressional representatives to voice 
their concern.

u.S. AuTHoriTiES SHuT DoWn 
PoPuLAr fiLE-SHAring SiTE

washingTon: Popular file-sharing 
website Megaupload.com was shut 
down after the U.s. Justice department 
issued the company a five-point indict-
ment and arrested ceo and founder 
Kim dotcom, along with several em-
ployees. authorities claim the site fa-
cilitated millions of illegal downloads 
of pirated movies, music and other con-
tent, reported the globe and Mail. while 
the company was based in hong Kong, 
some pirated content was hosted on 
servers in Virginia, giving U.s. authori-
ties jurisdiction over the case. it’s esti-
mated Megaupload was one of the top 
100 websites visited on the internet and 
made over $42 million in 2010 alone.

TAiWAn PrESiDEnT rE-ELECTED
BeiJing: Taiwan president Ma ying-

jeou has been re-elected after a long 
campaign and controversy over his ties 
with china, the island’s longtime rival. 
according to the la Times, Ma beat out 
his closest opponent, Tsai ing-wen, 51 
per cent to 46 per cent. Ma’s platform 
touted a strengthened relationship 
with china as beneficial for Taiwan’s lo-
cal economy and faltering job market. 
Tsai, and critics of Ma, argued relations 
with china would not improve the coun-
try’s situation, warning Ma to be wary of 
his actions, as the Taiwanese public will 
not be impressed if the new relation-
ship sours.

urinATion ViDEo 
MArS u.S. iMAgE

gerMany: worldwide commentary 
has ensued after the release of a video 
showing four U.s. Marines urinating 
on the bodies of three dead Taliban 
members. in an article by spiegel on-
line, german political analysts have 
discussed the situation and agree that 
swift reaction from the U.s. government 
is necessary to salvage talks with the 
Taliban. The differing opinions would 
have the U.s. issue an apology and rec-
ognize the irony of prosecuting four 
soldiers while others remain entangled 
in an illegitimate war. one commenta-
tor cited the incident as a victory for 
the Taliban and a self-inflicted defeat 
for U.s. world image.

lIStInGS

CoMMUnIty eVentS

as a part of the University of Manitoba's annual FesTiVal 
oF liFe and learning, Kim yves, co-founder and editor 
of the weekly newspaper haiti liberte will be speaking on 
the topic of wiKileaKs and haiTi: how The U.s. worKs To 
KeeP haiTi Poor at the Multi-Purpose room, 2nd Floor of 
University centre at the U of M, noon on Thursday, Jan. 26.

The rady Jewish community centre’s MUsic n' MaVens 
community event series continues Thursday, Jan. 26 at 
the rady Jcc, 123 doncaster st. with BrUce owen for a 
talk entitled is The criMe raTe in winniPeg as Bad as iT 
looKs?

on saturday, Jan. 28, swiTch at gio's presents geT 
BUcKed!, a fundraiser in support of bringing BUcK angel 
to winnipeg. dance the night away with dJs Fleur, nicole, 
Pim, Two Topping and more. all money raised goes to 
bring Buck to the ‘Peg to speak at the University of 
winnipeg during the lgBT* centre's gender week.

roBerT warren will give a talk on Tuesday, Jan. 31 
entitled enTrePreneUrshiP: local Presence gloBal 
reach as a part of the rady Jcc’s MUsic n’ MaVens 
community event series. his talk will focus on how entre-
preneurship teaches people from lower socio-economic 
groups to become self-sufficient.

on The saMe Page, an initiative of The winnipeg Founda-
tion and the winnipeg Public library to get people read-
ing, continues with FoUnd in TranslaTion with author 
J.r. léveillé, s.e. stewart and Mark stout on Tuesday, Jan. 
31 at 7 p.m. at the Millennium library. Visit onThesameP-
age.ca for more information on all the events.

on CaMPUS

snowBalls oF FUry iii, the annual 3-on-3 student 
group Basketball Tournament is on Friday, Jan. 27 at 
the duckworth centre, 2nd floor lounge. Prizes will be 
awarded to the group with the best uniform, most fan 
support and best team cheer. Pregame party and student 
group tournament starts at 3 p.m. with a U of w wesmen 
game to follow at 6 p.m.

ecoPia, the Uwsa, climate change connection and 
Manitoba environmental youth network present a film 
screening of sPoil, ceTaceans oF The greaT Bear and 
oil in eden on saturday, Jan. 28 at 7 p.m. in the Bulman 
centre MPr. Free admission.

Uwsa leads the naTional sTUdenT day oF acTion on 
wednesday, Feb. 1. University of winnipeg students are 
invited to take part in a march to the legislature over 
the lunch hour free period. students will meet in the 
quad at noon with the march starting at 12:30 p.m. There 
will be refreshments. The University of winnipeg senate 
voted unanimously in favour of supporting all students 
who want to take part by not scheduling exams and 
assignments for the day.

VolUnteeR oPPoRtUnItIeS

The Uwsa BiKe laB is open! Pop by between 10 a.m. and 3 
p.m., Monday to Friday, to say hello or get involved. email 
bikelab@theuwsa.ca for more information, or join the 
Facebook group at www.facebook.com/uwsabikelab.

The UniVersiTy oF winniPeg sTUdenTs' associaTion 
woMyn's cenTre provides a space where womyn can 
build community with other womyn. To volunteer phone 
204-786-9788 or email womynsctr@theuwsa.ca.

To volunteer for the UniVersiTy oF winniPegs sTUdenTs’ 
associaTion fill out an application on their website, www.
theUwsa.ca, or grab an application from their office in the 
Bulman centre.

To volunteer for Peer sUPPorT, email uofwpeersupport@
gmail.com, or grab an application from their office 
(orM13) or from the Uwsa.

To volunteer for Uwsa FoodBanK, email foodbank@
theuwsa.ca, or grab an application from the Uwsa.

The UniTer, the weekly rag you are holding right now, is 
looking for contributors. see your words in print or your 
photos and drawings on the page. email aaron at editor@
uniter.ca.

cKUw 95.9 FM is seeking volunteers for the music and 
news departments, and as hosts for programs. email 
ckuw@uwinnipeg.ca.

The wesT Broadway yoUTh oUTreach cenTre is always 
looking for more volunteers to help with a variety of 
programs including sports, tutoring and other programs 
to benefit inner-city youth. call 204-774-0451 or stop by 
222 Furby st. to offer your skills.

The sPence neighBoUrhood associaTion is looking for 
volunteers to help with their programming. interested 
volunteers can download a volunteer application form at 
www.spenceneighbourhood.org or call 204-783-5000 for 
more information.

haBiTaT For hUManiTy is looking to assemble an experi-
enced team of volunteers to assist with the salvaging and 
safe removal of a wide variety of donated items. For more 
information please call greg at 204-223-5160 or email 
gmallett@habitat.mb.ca.

The salVaTion arMy on logan avenue needs KiTchen 
helPers to assist in the preparation and serving of meals 
at their children's program on Thursdays from 4 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. Please call Breanne at 204-946-9490 or email 
youthworker@mymts.net.

rUPerT’s land caregiVer serVices ring a ride program 
needs drivers to take clients residing in southwest 
winnipeg to appointments, shopping and social outings. 
compensation for gasoline and parking is provided. For 
more information please call 204-452-9491 or email us at 
rlcs_vol@mts.net.

ircoM is seeking three more committed individuals to 
help out with our newcomer literacy initiative (nli) 
program from now until the end of the school year. 
Volunteer eal classroom assistants with our nli classes 
work with students under the direction of the nli Teacher 
in one-on-one, small group and whole class settings. 
Volunteers generally help one day per week for two and 
half hours each shift. if you are interested in volunteering 
or want more information contact erina at erina@ircom.ca 
or 943-8765, ext 23.

WANTED
Writers / Photographers
Illustrators / Proofreaders

Want to see your article, photo or illustration in this 

space instead of this ad?

We're always looking for more people to contribute to 

The Uniter.

No experience? That's all right. We'll provide training.

E-mail editor@uniter.ca to get involved.
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On Jan. 1, Professor Herbert Enns began 
work as the first director of the University 
of Winnipeg’s Cisco Innovation Centre for 
Collaborative Technologies.

The centre was established through a $2 
million donation by Cisco Systems, along 
with two of its Telepresence systems.

“Cisco has attached very few strings to this 
opportunity, so it’s up to the university as a 
collective to break down the technology and 
reimagine it in new kinds of configurations,” 
said Enns.

Enns could not elaborate on what strings 
are attached to Cisco’s contribution.

Based in the Richardson College for the 
Environment and Science Complex, the 
Cisco Innovation Centre is an innovative 
tool that will utilize fibre optic networks to 
facilitate collaborations and research proj-
ects, said Enns.

“The centre will nurture, foster, support 
and promote interdisciplinary work. I imag-
ine this lab to be a place where those students 
and faculty members who are interested can 

work together,” said Enns.
The functions of the centre are still being 

developed.
This week, Enns will be meeting with John 

Corlett, vice-president academic, to discuss 
the possible uses of the centre, said Enns.

Enns is unsure when the centre will be 
fully operational, but said its development 
will be a project-based initiative.

The centre could be used in a vast array 
of disciplines, including computer science, 
computer engineering, music, English, film, 
theatre and astrophysics, he said.

Enns, a professor of architecture at the 
University of Manitoba, will spend 60 per 
cent of his time at the U of M, and 40 per 
cent at the U of W.

Nitin Kawale, president of Cisco Can-
ada, said the Telepresence System is a cut-
ting-edge, high-definition improvement over 
existing videoconferencing technology.

“We have succeeded in creating an in-per-
son experience. We’ve reduced going from 
one city to another city, to going from one 
particular room to another,” Kawale said.

According to Kawale, the system reduces 
carbon footprints by cutting down on the 
necessity for corporate travel.

The creation of the centre came about 

through Cisco and the university’s commit-
ment to the role of technology played in 
facilitating education, said Kawale.

“The University of Winnipeg has been a 
customer of ours for quite some time. We 
have a long-standing relationship and a 
shared vision in the role of technology played 
in facilitating education. It was quite natural 
we would have dialogue,” said Kawale.

The Telepresence systems are worth $3 mil-
lion, said Kawale. One system is in Richard-
son College and one is in the Buhler Centre.

While the U of W is the only Canadian 
university on the Telepresence Network, the 
system is easily adapted to allow for commu-
nication between Telepresence and non-Tele-
presence users, said Kawale.

Globally, Cisco has 52 per cent of the vid-
eoconferencing market share, making it pos-
sible to conference with companies across 
the world, Kawale said.

Spenser Keenes, second-year biochemis-
try student and president of the Students of 
Science Association, said he looks forward to 
the benefits the Cisco system promises.

“It was a very generous donation and it’s 
a great way for groups that are separated by 
vast distances to connect and make collabo-
rations more personal,” said Keenes.

Program development begins in Cisco Centre

amy groeNINg
CampUS BeaT reporTer

Supporters of the Canadian Federation of 
Students National Day of Action are prepar-
ing to march to the legislative grounds on 
Feb. 1 to demand lower tuition fees, more 
government funding and removal of interest 
from Manitoba Student Loans.

However, the campaign is raising eye-
brows with critics.

Philippe Cyrenne, professor and chair of 
the department of economics, said demand-
ing immediate tuition cuts will cause more 
problems than it solves.

“Suppose you cut tuition fees to univer-
sity in half tomorrow: either the universities 
would have to reduce their program offer-
ings, or the government would have to find 
money to make up for that tuition revenue,” 
said Cyrenne.

A more effective solution would be the 
implementation of a governmental system 
of income contingent loans, where students 
who achieved higher incomes after univer-
sity would be required to pay back a higher 
percentage of the cost of attending univer-
sity, said Cyrenne.

According to Cyrenne, lowering tuition 
and increasing funding will not necessarily 
increase the numbers of under-represented 
groups and low-income students attending 
university.

“In terms of public policy, if the govern-
ment decided to reduce expenditures, what 
it does is it lowers the cost of who is going to 
university, and they tend to be usually of the 
middle to upper income,” said Cyrenne.

Outreach programs targeting low-income 
youth and bursary programs for low-income 
families are more likely to benefit the under 
represented population, said Cyrenne.

Conversely, the university’s Student Rev-
olutionary Faction (SRF) is calling for an 
intensive restructuring of Canadian society 
that would abolish tuition fees entirely, said 
Alex Garcia, a member of the SRF.

“One day of action is not necessarily 
enough. Campaigns have been launched to 
reduce tuition fees, but my tuition has gone 
up since I started going here,” said Garcia.

At the Student Group Fair last Wednes-
day, Jan. 18, SRF members handed out flyers 
encouraging a citywide student strike.

The Day of Action slogan, Public for the 
People, is also misleading, since universities 
are not accessible to many members of the 
public, said Garcia.

“Higher education is a good thing and it 

should be made as accessible as possible, but 
will the CFS model provide equal access to 
education?” said Garcia.

David Jacks, former UWSA president 
and CFS chairperson, said the UWSA’s 
public demonstrations are an effective way 
of voicing concerns.

“There’s no quantifiable way of identify-
ing how effective it is, but every year we had 
a rally, we kept the freeze,” said Jacks.

Jacks stressed the economic importance 
of keeping student debt low.

“There’s going to be a hiccup in the econ-
omy when this generation starts paying into 
its loans instead of into the economy,” said 
Jacks.

Lauren Bosc, president of the UWSA, 
said the global economic crisis prompted 
the CFS to focus on student debt in its cam-
paign this year.

Average student debt in Canada is $19,000 
upon graduation and student debt will rise 
to a projected $15 billion by the end of this 
year, said Bosc, referencing studies done by 
the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives 
as well as researchers hired by the CFS.

Many Day of Action expenses are being 
covered by CFS Manitoba, with UWSA 
expenditures for the campaign totaling 
approximately $500, including advertising 
and lead-up activities, said Bosc.

The cost of refreshments on Feb. 1 has not 
yet been calculated.

Day of action: revolution or devolution?
critics question whether a rally for tuition cuts is what the economy needs

on Feb. 1, supporters of the canadian Federation of students national day of action will march to the legislative 
grounds to demand lower tuition fees, more government funding, and removal of interest from Manitoba 
student loans.

DaVID SebURn

Campus

new director says collaborative possibilities of centre are still being assessed

inAugurAL WinniPEg PoLiCE 
SErViCE SCHoLArSHiP AWArDED

The inaugural winnipeg Police service op-
portunity scholarships in Memory of injured 
and Fallen soldiers were awarded to two re-
cipients last week, pre-medicine student Ka-
trina laberinto and criminal justice student 
elizabeth oliver. The scholarship, which is 
awarded to downtown and north end high 
school graduates, gives the two women 
$2,500, renewable annually. The scholar-
ships are part of the University of winnipeg’s 
opportunity Fund, which seeks to close the 
graduation gap by helping students who 
might otherwise lack resources attend the 
University of winnipeg. “The opportunity 
Fund is one way to empower students like 
Katrina and elizabeth to help them meet 
their potential and offer them the financial 
support they need,” said U of w president 
dr. lloyd axworthy in a statement.

uWSA/WESMEn ATHLETiCS 
HoLD STuDEnT grouP 
BASkETBALL TournAMEnT

on Friday, Jan. 27, the University of winni-
peg students’ association will hold a 3-on-3 
student group basketball tournament at 3 
p.m. in partnership with the wesmen athlet-
ics Program. The snowballs of Fury iii bas-
ketball tournament is meant as fun exercise 
in student group rivalry while encouraging 
student group members and spectators to 
attend the wesmen basketball game at 6 
p.m. Prizes will be awarded to the teams 
with the best uniform, team cheer and fan 
support.

STArBuCkS AnD gArBonZo’S 
PiZZA PuB noW oPEn

canad inns, a winnipeg hotel and restau-
rant chain, is now locked into a 20-year 
lease with the University of winnipeg to 
occupy space in the former greyhound bus 
depot, recently re-named the anX. Both a 
starbucks and a canad inns garbonzo’s Piz-
za Pub occupy the new space, adding to the 
expansive list of new food service options 
on campus, including stella’s café in the 
Buhler centre and diversity Food services’ 
elements, the restaurant in the richardson 
college for the environment and science 
complex. The anX building, which will soon 
include a Powerland computers and MTs 
connect store, is slated for a grand opening 
in February.

uWSA DAy of ACTion 
SLATED for fEB. 1

The University of winnipeg students’ as-
sociation (Uwsa) will hold its annual day of 
action on wednesday, Feb. 1, with a march 
on the Manitoba legislature during the 
free period at 12:30 p.m. The day of action 
will protest increases in tuition fees in the 
wake of the provincial government lifting a 
nearly decade-long freeze on tuition costs 
in september 2009. The march will start at 
12:30 p.m. at the U of w main campus and 
conclude in front of the Manitoba legis-
lature. The University of winnipeg senate 
supported the protest by prohibiting profes-
sors from scheduling major assignments or 
exams on Feb. 1, according to a Uwsa press 
release.

uWSA BuDgET 
ConSuLTATionS WrAP uP

The University of winnipeg students’ asso-
ciation (Uwsa) wrapped up budget consul-
tations last week as they prepare for their 
2012-13 spending blueprint, to be released 
this spring. open consultations took place 
on Jan. 12, Jan. 16 and Jan. 18 in the Uwsa 
boardroom in the Bulman students’ centre. 
The Uwsa budget includes vital student ser-
vices as diverse as soma café, aboriginal 
student council, the Uwsa daycare, the info 
Booth and the recently opened Bike lab. 
These consultations are part of creating a 
draft budget that will go through several 
open stages of revision. Finally, the revised 
budget will be presented as information at 
the Uwsa’s annual general Meeting in the 
spring. To fill out a budget survey, please 
visit http://theuwsa.ca/we-want-your-feed-
back/budget-survey/.

Campus 
News Briefs
compiled by clara Buelow

days oF acTion: 
The lasT FiVe years
2007: CFs national Day of action: stop tuition Hikes

students across the country hold demonstra-
tions on Feb. 7, with an appeal for the progressive 
reduction of tuition and ancillary fees at post-
secondary institutions, reduction of tuition fees 
for international students and increase in federal 
funding to post-secondary education.

2008: CFs Manitoba’s Drop Fees Campaign

on nov. 5, students rallied at the legislative 
grounds to oppose lifting the tuition fee freeze 
and call for lower tuition fees and improve the 
aboriginal community’s access to post-second-
ary education.

2009: CFs Manitoba Day of action: target poverty

on nov. 5, students from Manitoba universities 
marched to the legislative grounds to charge the 
province to reduce poverty by 25 per cent over 
five years.

2009/2010

no day of action was held during these years.

2012: CFs national Day of action: public for the people

on Feb. 1, demonstrators will gather on the steps 
of the legislative building to demand lower tuition 
fees, more government funding, and removal of 
interest from Manitoba student loans.
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another one bites the dust?

lUCaS redekop
volUNTeer STaff

The debate on the importance of Crown cor-
porations reached epic proportions this fall 
with the dismantling of the Canadian Wheat 
Board (CWB), which was a Crown corpora-
tion until 1998.

Another Crown corporation based in Win-
nipeg, the Freshwater Fish Marketing Cor-
poration (FFMC), is mirroring the CWB’s 
troubles.

Discussions about the CWB and the 
FFMC are similar in that both involve the 
question of whether a marketing board pro-
vides the best price for producers.

Where they differ is the CWB was finan-
cially independent of the government and 
thus its existence decision was up to the farm-
ers (or not, depending on which vote you 
stand by), whereas the FFMC will no lon-
ger be economically self-sustaining without a 
federal cash injection.

To give a little background, the FFMC is a 
Crown corporation that is responsible for the 
interprovincial and international marketing 
and processing of all freshwater fish legally 
caught in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, 
the Northwest Territories and part of north-
western Ontario.

Since 1969, the FFMC has purchased fish 
and returned profits to licensed commercial 
fishers, who currently number over 2,000.

Last year, the FFMC sold $66.8 mil-
lion worth of fish, 84 per cent of which was 
exported, and returned a combined payment 
of purchases and dividends of $25.1 million 
to fishers.

The FFMC also employs approximately 
150 processing staff and 50 administration 
staff.

The FFMC is consistent in returning prof-
its back to commercial fishers, but neglected 
to set aside funds for future expansion. They 
recently asked the federal government for a 
cash injection to upgrade the Transcona pro-
cessing plant, and to retire debt.

The request for federal capital brings 
immediacy to the FFMC discussion.

Supporters, like the Commercial Fishers 
Orderly Marketers Association (CFOMA), 
argue that the FFMC brings price stability, 
upfront cash, storage capacity, processing 
capabilities, marketing expertise and market 
clout, which are essential to the survival of 
the freshwater commercial fishery.

Thus, they support asking for federal cash 
to fund the processing upgrade.

Bill Buckles, media officer for CFOMA, 
wrote in 2011 that “CFOMA is disappointed 
that the fishers themselves may need to pay 
for these upgrades entirely from their fish 
profits at a time of reduced profits. CFO-
MA's goal is to sustain the fishers by standing 
behind FFMC.”

The reasons for the reduced purchases and 
returns to fishers, at a time when costs such as 
fuel are increasing, are a point of contention.

The FFMC points to the rise of the Cana-
dian dollar and a glut in certain fish markets 
as the causes for decreased returns in 2011. 
Critics argue that the FFMC needs a bet-
ter management structure and believe fish-
ers could receive a better price if they were to 
process and market the fish themselves.

Another challenge for the FFMC is that 
the Northwest Territories, Saskatchewan and 

northern Ontario are either considering or 
planning to opt out, leaving only Manitoba 
and a sliver of Alberta under the FFMC man-
date.

Therefore, both sides of the debate believe 
that the survival of the commercial fish-
ery is dependent on either the demise or the 
strengthening of the FFMC.

However, I wonder whether, with or with-
out the FMCC, the commercial fishery can 
survive in Western Canada in its current 
size.

James Bezan, MP Selkirk-Interlake, coun-
ters this pessimism and believes even without 
the FFMC, “lots of opportunities will con-
tinue to exist for commercial fishers in Mani-
toba,” and notes that there have been expres-
sions of interest from the private sector and 
international markets.

I agree that there continues to be a robust 
market for fresh fish, but I see significant 

challenges.
The fate of the FFMC highlights the diffi-

culty of northern economic development.
The sheer geographic size of the FFMC's 

mandate and the distances between facili-
ties make transportation and storage expen-
sive. The transportation costs combined with 
other capital costs make fishers, like many 
farmers, work harder and harder chasing 
slimmer and slimmer margins.

Therefore, it is possible, though not inev-
itable, that neither marketing boards nor 
the free market can significantly mitigate a 
potential workforce reduction in the primary 
fishing industry.

Lucas Redekop is a mature student at the 
University of Winnipeg with an interest in 
civic discourse. He lives in West Broadway.

MIGUel MCKenna

The future of the Freshwater Fish Marketing corporation looks bleak

Comments

Digging the bitumen out

mICHael aNTHoNy welCH
volUNTeer STaff

“Digging the bitumen out of the ground, 
squeezing out the oil and converting it 
into synthetic crude is a monumental chal-
lenge. ... In short, it is an enterprise of epic 
proportions ... akin to the building of the 
pyramids or China’s Great Wall. Only big-
ger.”

- Prime Minister Stephen Harper at the 2006 
G8 conference

In one of my most talked about radio inter-
views to date, Saint Boniface Conservative 
MP Shelly Glover took me to task over my 
use of the term “tar sands” to describe the 
thick formations of petroleum, sand and clay 
that cover much of northern Alberta.

“They're called oil sands, my dear,” she 
said, and pointed out that Alberta's “ethical 
oil” was generating lucrative jobs and boosts 
to the Canadian economy.

In response to my point about wide-spread 
opposition to these energy projects, includ-
ing and especially from aboriginal people, 
she maintained that by not acknowledging 
the support among many aboriginal people 

for the mining of these materials, that I was 
somehow not presenting a “balanced” per-
spective on these projects.

Whether Ms. Glover was speaking from 
personal encounters or was merely read-
ing Ezra Levant's crib notes, I must confess 
I am not aware of these legions of indige-
nous oil sands defenders, excepting of course 
the industry shills who have presented them-
selves at public meetings in affected commu-
nities.

But be that as it may, Glover's outburst, 
coming in the midst of what was supposed to 
be a discussion about the federal budget con-
sultations, was very telling of the energy (pun 
intended) being spent promoting the (what-
ever you want to call it) sands at home and 
abroad.

There is certainly evidence substantiating 
Glover's claim that these petroleum-soaked 
sands constitute a major generator of capi-
tal for the Canadian economy. As Bruce Car-
son, of the Canada School of Energy and the 
Environment, and former policy advisor to 
Prime Minister Harper points out:

“The oil sands alone currently contribute 
112,000 jobs across Canada, and over the next 
25 years it is expected to contribute over 11 
million person years of employment to Can-
ada and $1.7 trillion to the Canadian econ-

omy - spread all across the country.”
Nevertheless, criticism from environmen-

talists, citizen advocacy groups, indigenous 
peoples and, yes, even some political econo-
mists, cannot easily be dismissed by Glover’s 
brand of rhetorical sleight-of-hand.

According to political science professor 
James Laxer, the industry is currently the big-
gest generator of greenhouse gases in Canada, 
overwhelming efforts outside the sector to 
attain or even approach the reductions neces-
sary to meet our commitments under inter-
national agreements like the Kyoto protocol.

The sands drain vast amounts of water at 
a time when water conservation needs to be 
enhanced. According to journalist Andrew 

Nikiforuk, the industry consumes as much 
water in a year as a city twice the size of 
Winnipeg. What would the Canadian gov-
ernment’s ambitious plans for an expansion 
of the industry do to communities down-
stream?

One worrying development is reports of 
higher than expected incidents of rare cancers 
in communities like Ft. Chipewyan, down-
stream of the project. Many residents have 
linked these new cancers to the processing of 
the sands.

According to energy expert Richard Hei-
nberg, it takes 500 to 700 cubic feet of nat-
ural gas to generate one barrel of synthetic 
crude. As natural gas production in Canada 
peaks and goes into decline in a few years, the 
sands will be competing with cold Canadian 
households for the vital substance.

These impacts affect all Canadians, inside 
and outside of Alberta, and the stakes are 
immense. Whatever side of the political spec-
trum they may fall on, it is imperative Cana-
dians engage in a national discussion about 
our energy policy and not be held hostage by 
government and industry propaganda.

Michael Anthony Welch is the news director 
at CKUW 95.9 FM and co-host of ALERT 
Radio.

The debate regarding the alberta tar sands rages on

The criticism from 
environmentalists, citizen 
advocacy groups, indigenous 
peoples and yes even some 
political economists, cannot 
easily be dismissed by MP 
Glover’s brand of rhetorical 
sleight-of-hand
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The University of Winnipeg has some 
important decisions to make in the wake of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s recent offer to 
hand over its historical downtown location 
to the institution.

The massive building, situated at the cor-
ner of Memorial Boulevard and Portage Ave-
nue, features six floors, totalling a staggering 
90,000 square feet, as well as a multi-level 
parking garage.

Once one of the city’s most popular retail 
hubs, the Bay’s downtown location has seen 
a significant decline in business over recent 
years, and now is largely used by public tran-
sit users looking to take a shortcut and warm 
up during colder months.

The Bay’s upcoming withdrawal from the 
site will come as little surprise to most Win-
nipeggers.

While the offer of a large, character-filled 
and historically significant structure located 
immediately adjacent to the University’s rap-
idly expanding downtown campus might 
appear to represent a no-brainer for the U of 
W’s higher-ups, accepting such a gift would 
come with some major challenges.

The HBC building was, of course, 
designed to function as a large department 
store; its dimensions - very long, very wide 
and relatively short - correspond perfectly to 
this purpose, but to virtually no other.

Currently, natural light from the build-
ing’s windows fills each roomless, undivided, 
department store floor adequately.

If, however, the university or any other 
developer were to make use of one or more 
floors in the building, an unhappy choice 
would have to be made between the pres-
ence of lots of unappealing, windowless 
rooms (I’m looking at you, Buhler Centre) 
and a case of significant spatial inefficiency.

There’s a reason why condominium, 

apartment, office and retail developers - the 
likes of which would most likely be offered 
their own slices of the HBC building if the 
university were to accept - do not normally 
consider structures of this ilk for develop-
ment.

On top of spatial inefficiency issues, the 
aging building will likely pose expensive ret-
rofitting costs to potential developers seek-
ing to modernize its interior.

So, would taking on these challenges in 
order to obtain the HBC building be worth 
it for the University of Winnipeg? If handled 
creatively, quite possibly yes.

There’s no way that the university will 
consider becoming the sole occupant of the 
gigantic building. A combination of univer-
sity, residential, office and retail usage could, 
however, result in the kind of high-traffic, 

densely populated structure that Winnipeg’s 
downtown so sorely lacks.

With this combined-function model 
in place, the aforementioned dimensional 
problems facing developers could be tack-
led.

Why not remove the centre of each floor, 

opting instead for a multi-level indoor 
atrium (complete with skylights, of course) 
that could be put to any number of creative, 
community-oriented uses?

Highly expensive? Absolutely, but if 
enough government funding is secured it 
might just be possible.

Why pass up an opportunity to make a 
great university even better, while at the 
same time adding significant momentum to 
the improvement of an increasingly optimis-
tic downtown?

The timing is perfect. Hopefully the Uni-
versity of Winnipeg is willing to take the 
risk.

Carson Hammond is a second-year English 
student at the University of Winnipeg.

a nice day to start again
what’s to be done with the downtown hBc building?

Dylan hewlett

So, would taking on these 
challenges in order to obtain 
the Hudson’s Bay Company 
building be worth it for the 
University of Winnipeg? If 
handled creatively, quite 
possibly yes

the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the Helsinki fashion blog www.
hel-looks.com. each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual expression 
and celebrate that you are really, really good looking.

Dylan hewlett

ruth
"Fashion and function 

can go together."

RICHARDSON COLLEGE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND SCIENCE. 599 PORTAGE

LOCAL BEER BIO DYNAMIC WINES COOL COCKTAILS $4 APPETIZERS 
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Aaron Edgar has been a professional drum-
mer for his entire adult life.

He’s played with such acts as The Wak-
ing Eyes, Imaginary Cities, Ridley Bent and 
Willie Mack, Jack Semple, Grand Analog 
and even the Winnipeg Symphony Orches-
tra.

However, his passion for drums can be 
traced back to a simple choice.

“I had absolutely no interest in music, I 
had no bands I liked ... nothing,” the 29-year-
old says.  “However, come junior high you 
had the option between art and band. I fig-
ured hitting drums was cooler than drawing 
a bowl of fruit.

“It became the only thing I liked to do. 
I literally put all my effort into it. My life 
has been dedicated to drumming since that 
moment. There’s no back-up plan.”

It seems all the hard work has paid off, 
too. But Edgar also addresses his continual 
success to not limiting himself to any one 
genre, either.

“There are obviously exceptions to every 
rule. There’s always the possibility that you’ll 
get into a band and it’ll just explode and you 
can make a career off of doing that one thing 
- but it’s rare,” he explains.

“And if you’re the guy who can only do 
that one thing you’re only going to get called 
for that one thing. You need to be able to 
adapt to all these different styles, and many 
of the professionals I know teach as well.”

Teaching is something Edgar is very famil-
iar with himself, and it’s his love of drums 
and sharing that has seen him publish his 
own instructional booklets, start his own 
YouTube channel and teach students abroad 
thanks to social media sites such as Skype.

It’s a strong web presence that he says is 
a must.

“Being off the grid on the Internet as a 
musician is writing your own death sentence.  

Think of it: when’s the last time you wanted 
to learn something or figure something out 
that you didn’t just Google it?” he asks with a 
laugh. “All these sites basically turn into one 
huge virtual business card. You need to be as 
accessible as possible.”

It’s this work ethic that’s landed him 11 
endorsements including the likes of Sonor 
Drums and Hammerax Cymbals, and 
through these endorsements he’s continu-
ally had the opportunity to participate in the 
National Association of Music Merchants 
(NAMM) trade shows.

“It’s half the size of Disneyland and it’s 
four storeys of that and pretty much a who’s 

who of the music industry is there,” he says, 
excitedly.

Endorsements and NAMM aside, at the 
end of the day he feels blessed to be playing 
professionally and making a comfortable liv-
ing doing so.

“To pursue your art form as a living, espe-
cially as a freelance musician, you’re going 
to have to play other people’s stuff that you 
may not like - but doing that is still better 
than all the other options. I’m still playing 
drums.”

Visit www.aaronedgardrum.com.

Drumming under the radar
local drummer’s hard work behind the kit delivers results

“Being off the grid on the 
Internet as a musician is 
writing your own death 
sentence.”
- aaron edgar, drUMMer

NICHolaS frIeSeN
arTS aNd CUlTUre edITor

Jim Hiscott is one of the curators of Ground-
Swell, the influential Winnipeg music group 
that presents five new symphonic shows a 
year.

Since its inception in 1991, Hiscott has 
been involved in Groundswell, and, in turn, 
GroundSwell has been involved in the Win-
nipeg Symphony Orchestra New Music Fes-
tival.

“This concert is different than our individ-
ual concerts in GroundSwell,” Hiscott says. 
“Every year we each propose a concert and 
we discuss that amongst ourselves to try and 
make sure there's variety, not only amongst 
the season, but what we did last year. We try 
to have the creative inspiration of each of our 
artistic directors there, so in that sense we try 
not to have people compromise too much.”

There is quite a bit of variety in Ground-
Swell’s evening at this year’s NMF. The 
Jan. 31 show at the Winnipeg Art Gallery 
will showcase pieces from Gordon Fitzell, 
Michael Matthews, Diana McIntosh and 
a world premiere from Hiscott called After 
Sorrow for string trio.

“I actually wrote it in 2001,” he says. 
“You're always looking for a moment that 
it would work. You're always working on 
something new, too. In this case it was a 
piece I kept on going back to.

“In this concert we have some pieces that 
are more energetic and more electronic and 
this piece is an acoustic piece. It's an emo-
tional piece, it sort of starts from the idea of 
having been some sort of event that was dif-
ficult and gradually overcoming that event 
and so by the end becoming more positive.”

Fitzell’s piece, which opens the show, is an 
installation entitled :Spin (mislabeled in the 
program as Aeolian Mobile 1).

“There's sound involved. There's a visual 
element and part of it - I don't want to give 
it all away, but there's balloons involved,” he 
laughs. “With an installation you often think 
that it's static, but with this piece does have 
movement and progression and sound.”

The piece from Matthews, the artistic 
coordinator, is called Vertical Garden which 
also played at last year’s concert at Prairie 
Scene in Ottawa at the National Arts Cen-
tre. A compact epic, it’s played between the 
flute and electronics.

McIntosh’s offering will be another world 
premiere. You, Me and The Tree was commis-
sioned by the WSO, through both the Win-

nipeg Arts Council and the Manitoba Arts 
Council. It’s a solo piano piece involving 
electronic manipulations, loops and voice 
transformations. The second part of the pro-
gram features a special performance by the 
Bedroom Community from Iceland, featur-
ing Daniel Bjarnason, Nico Muhly and Val-
geir Sigurdsson.

“There's a certain atmospheric, environ-
mental feel about three of the pieces, but not 
all of them,” he laughs. “But you want to have 
contrast as well, so there's contrast. Mix is a 
good ingredient in the program, and you try 
to shape it by what comes first, what comes 
next, what's a good ending piece. I'm hoping 
all of this will work well in succession.”

Check out GroundSwell’s contribution to the 
New Music Festival on Tuesday, Jan 31 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Winnipeg Art Gallery. Tick-
ets are $25 plus fees at Ticketmaster. Visit 
www.gswell.ca.

Movement, progression and sound at the art gallery
groundswell promises an atmospheric night at the new Music Festival

“I don't want to give it all 
away, but there's balloons 
involved.”
- JiM hiscoTT, cUraTor, groUndswell

Arts & Culture

drummer aaron edgar makes his own way while gigging with some of winnipeg's finest bands.
CoURteSy aaRon eDGaR

artists take part in a performance of :spin by local composer gordon Fitzell (inset). The work is being performed at this year's new Music Festival.
SUPPlIeD
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THURSDAY, JAN. 26

Big FUn FesTiVal kicks off with PoP criMes, Mahogany 
Frog, This hisses at negative space, 253 Princess st.

acoustic Finnish legend KiPP Kocay’s cd release for Knowl-
edge of love is happening at the Folk exchange.

choose yoUr chariTy concerT series at the winnipeg 
Free Press news café, 237 Mcdermot ave., kicks off with Jd 
edwards playing for Manitoba Mutts.

dust off your tight jeans because dr. hooK is playing the 
McPhillips station casino with ray sawyer.

chase The BlacK sUnshine is at shannon's irish Pub.

sMoKeBoX hits the Times change(d) high and lonesome 
club.

it's jam night with TiM BUTler at the windsor hotel.

FRIDAY, JAN. 27

Big FUn keeps getting more fun with aToMic don & The 
BlacK sUnrise, rocK laKe, The girTh and The MysTics at 
the atomic centre.

or you can go check out Big (freaky) FUn with BlUnder-
sPUBliK, TiM hooVer and Vela at aceartinc., 290 Mcder-
mot ave.

TgiF with The MagniFicenT 7s at the Times change(d) high 
and lonesome club.

Uwsa presents snowed in with dJ hUnnicUTT, dJ co-oP 
and dJ headsPin at the Pyramid cabaret.

Big TroUBle in liTTle china is back with a vengeance per-
forming with The Manic shaKes at the Park for the chil-
dren's wish Foundation.

line up the brews - Bring The FighT, high class low liFes 
and ignorance are tearing through the cavern.

greg arcade, JaMie rUMley, callida and dJ aiMless play 
a benefit show for Kids help Phone at shannon's irish Pub.

dUsTin harder and The dUsTy roads Band play the edge 
gallery with sonia eidse, alasKa caMeron and The s.o.s. 
Band.

soriTes ParadoX, More Than a hand and inToXicaTed 
secUriTy play VP nites, 1480 Pembina.

Big daVe Mclean is at highway 75 Blues & sports Bar.

Johnny "Piano" rUssell tickles the ivories at Juss Jazz, 
240 Portage.

Ten@2 are @ the King's head Pub.

SATURDAY, JAN. 28

Big FUn for free with UlTra Mega, slow dancers and soFT-
core at into The Music.

Big FUn continues with hip-hop acts reBel yell and The 
lyTics at the atomic centre.

Big FUn indie rock with sPiriT children, narwhal sTriKe, 

deParTUres and Viridians at the exchange community 
church, 75 albert.

you can cheer for cheering For The Bad gUy at the Times 
change(d) with The Main sTreeT BoTTle-caPs Band.

nicK Thayer's like Boom eP release party is at the Zoo 
with coda and PUcona.

rUBBer soUl performs at the King's head Pub.

swiTch at gio's presents the geT BUcKed! fundraiser in 
support of bringing BUcK angel to winnipeg at gio’s.

The nU soUnds series continues with Mc loUds, MUrray 
Toews, randoM inTerFerence and reacTiVe at the Park 
Theatre café.

dr. rage and The UPPercUTs are all the rage for shan-
non's Pub birthday.

Big daVe returns to highway 75 Blues & sports Bar.

Brian JaMes and The Tigers play The cheer Bar & grill 
(formerly The academy).

sPliT crooKed's cd release party for sense of now is at the 
Pyramid with The MUsic oF Madness and who's driVing.

dJ caBerneT and Mod MarTy spin British invasion, garage 
rock, northern soul, modern retro and more at the yellow 
dog Tavern for shindig.

it's soUl nighT with dr. hoTBoTToM & The soUl PrescriP-
Tions at the cavern.

KaThy Kennedy plays the windsor.

SUNDAY, JAN. 29

Big FUn festers can dance off their hangover with the Big 
Fun brunch show at the lo Pub with Bog riVer, Micah 
erenBerg and Jonnie VaUde and The Villains starting 
at noon.

deBorah roMey, hillBilly BUrlesQUe, lindsay Jane, Jan 
sMiTh and KiM segal pack Pop soda's coffeehouse & gal-
lery for an afternoon show.

Big daVe Mclean plays his weekly jam at the Times 
change(d).

MONDAY, JAN. 30

The Maclean BroThers play the royal george, 123 regent.

TUESDAY, JAN. 31

droP The needle with MaMa cUTsworTh as she spins 
funky tunes and leads multiple arts and crafts workshops 

at the lo Pub.

east meets west when two big bands clash at the Park The-
atre for wesT side Band with easT side Band.

it's soUl nighT at the cavern with The solUTions.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 1

scoTT nolan and Jess reiMer perform as part of the west 
end cultural centre's Melodies on Mercredi.

ariel Posen, sol JaMes, eMMeT VaneTTen and JUlian 
BradFord perform at Martini Bar on corydon.

UPCOMING EVENTS

PiP sKid returns from europe with the much anticipated 
People are the worst. The release party is on Feb. 2 at the 
lo Pub with greg MacPherson and dJ co-oP fronting Pip's 
back up band.

MMMMM... what? hanson plays the McPhillips station 
casino on Friday, Feb. 3.

rock meets soul when buzz band The noBle ThieFs play 
with The PerMs at the Park Theatre on Feb. 3.

hey metal heads - iced earTh is coming back to winnipeg 
with syMPhony X at the garrick centre on Thursday, Feb. 9.

claire BesTland and Bill BoUrne play the ‘Peg on sun-
day, Feb. 12 at the west end cultural centre.

Magic sliM & The TeardroPs play the Pyramid cabaret, 
Feb. 25.

hoPe For haiTi BeneFiT dance ParTy is at Mondragon on 
March 2.

Two punk rock legends for the price of one: hUgh corn-
well of the sTranglers and glen MaTlocK of the seX Pis-
Tols play the Pyramid on March 3.

elecTric siX return on March 13 at the Pyramid - you have 
been warned.

ex-can front man daMo sUZUKi is coming back to winnipeg 
on March 22 at the wecc.

Folk fest favourite The caT eMPire plays the garrick cen-
tre on april 4.

Joel PlasKeTT and FranK TUrner play the garrick cen-
tre on april 21.

social disTorTion plays the Burt on april 23.

The greaT laKe swiMMers are back at the wecc on May 4.

KATIE MURPHY
Few artists have toured across the country with their family in 
a small car in an attempt to save their marriage. Kate Murphy 
is one such artist.

After marrying young, having kids and releasing the pleas-
ing-to-the-charts-and-the-ears EP Nest in a Box in 2005, local 
gal Murphy had a bit of a crisis.

To work it out, she recorded the feel good disc of last year.
Exes and Uh Ohs is another EP with empowering tunes, 

including the catchy as hell (yet un-categorical) Oooo! (She’s 
Got a Lot Going On!) and the cautionary Don’t Go After Girls 
Who Warn You.

“It’s a lot sassier than my last CD,” Murphy states in a press 
release. “Exes & Uh Ohs mostly explores how to mature in a 
relationship and all the mistakes we can make while in one. It’s 
essentially a series of break-up stories.”

Those break-up stories have been licensed for such MTV 
programs as Road Rules and The Real World, but Murphy is also 
donating her time to a good cause.

For the next eight weeks, eight Manitoba recording artists 
are performing in a series of concerts together to raise funds 
for local charities. This new series has been dubbed “Choose 
Your Charity” and is a weekly series of concerts organized by 
musician James Struthers.

Taking place Thursday nights at 7 p.m. at the Winnipeg 
Free Press News Café, such artists as Struthers, Don Amero, 
Kerri Latimer, Flo, Thrift Store Love and JD Edwards will all 
be giving their time and talent for various causes.

Murphy’s show is Thursday, Feb. 2 and will be in support 
of Beyond Borders ECPAT Canada.

- nICholaS FRIeSen

JONNIE VAUDE AND THE VILLAINS
When he's not making sticky treats at Jonnies Stickybuns, Jon 
McPhail is busy fronting Jonnie Vaude and the Villains, a vaudevil-
lian-inspired country pop band rounded out by Neil Goebel, Justin 
Fuhr, Nathan Krahn and Ryan Sedor.

McPhail says he’s been playing in bands since high school, but it 
took him awhile before he was comfortable calling himself a musi-
cian.

“Music was on such a pedestal, and the greats were just so great, 
that there was no way I could be in the same ballpark,” the 29-year-
old says. “Whereas now, I’ve kind of eased up ... Maybe I’m no Bob 
Dylan, but at the same time, (I) don’t want to be another Bob Dylan 
– (I) want to be Jon McPhail.”

The band is hoping to have its full-length debut album ready 
for the spring. They recorded it at a friend’s house, as well as at 
McPhail’s family’s cabin with a group of their friends providing 
background vocals.

“We just drank and had fun and had a great time, and every 
once in a while we’d gather the troops together, go around a couple 
microphones, listen to a couple of the tracks and add this amazing 
community of Villains just banging on the ceiling and howling and 
background singing and everything,” McPhail says.

When they got back to the city, the band realized the record-
ings might not work with what they laid down in the studio. More 
recently, however, McPhail has added the cabin recordings back into 
the mix with surprising results.

“It tied things together so well that the madness of the cabin just 
all of a sudden made sense and worked.”

Jonnie Vaude and the Villains perform Sunday, Jan. 29 at the 
Lo Pub as part of the Big Fun Festival’s hungover breakfast show. 
Admission is $5, and Zoppa and Bog River will also perform. The 
show starts at noon.

Visit www.myspace.com/jonnievaudeandthevillains.
- aaRon ePP

PIP SKID
“You know, whatever,” gravelly voiced rapper Pat Skene, a.k.a. 
Pip Skid, says by phone when asked how he’s doing. What else 
would you expect from someone whose new album is called 
People Are the Worst?

The reason for the call is the rapper’s upcoming show at the 
Lo Pub, where he’ll be backed by the Greg MacPherson Band 
and DJ Co-op.

The gig serves as a kick-off for an eight-day, eight-show tour 
Skene and the band will embark on to support People Are the 
Worst, which Skene released late last year as a pay-what-you-
want download on MarathonOfDope.com.

“I had a few songs leftover from Skid Row (Skene’s 2010 
album) and I was going to dump ‘em out, but it ended up turn-
ing into a record,” the 37-year-old says of People.

The album features 10 tracks and a variety of guest artists 
including Skratch Bastid, Cadence Weapon, Birdapres and 
Oldfolks Home.

“My next few solo records, I plan on them being very con-
cept-heavy, and so I just wanted to work with people that I 
hadn’t yet.”

Skene already has a new record done that he recorded with 
Rob Crooks and Speed Dial 7. He’s also working on a record 
with DJ Kinetic, as well as a different record with Stomp from 
Rezofficial.

“(Hopefully) I can get all that done before the concentration 
camps or whatever come,” Skene deadpans. “Whatever’s hap-
pening (in the world).”

Pip Skid’s tour kick-off show happens Thursday, Feb. 2 at 
the Lo Pub with special guests The Happy Unfortunate and 
Nestor Wynrush. Advance tickets are $10 at Music Trader and 
the Urban Bakery.

Visit www.marathonofdope.com.
- aaRon ePP

visit uniter.Ca/listings For More oF wHat’s Happening

More MusiC tHis week

MUSIC lIStInGS
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Senna
directed by asif Kapadia
106 minutes
playing at Cinematheque from Jan. 26 to Jan. 28 and feb. 1 and feb. 2 
at 8:30 p.m.

NICHolaS frIeSeN
arTS aNd CUlTUre edITor

This documentary from British Academy of 
Film and Television Arts winning filmmaker 
Asif Kapadia about arguably the greatest For-
mula 1 driver of all time, Ayrton Senna, is great, 
but not without its faults.

The audience is introduced to Senna as 
a young Go Kart driver, right at the time he 
decided to begin racing F1 in the mid ‘80s.

Through grainy and patchy video footage 
taken from television, Senna is shown being 
interviewed at press conferences and racing, 
while interviews with everyone who ever knew 
him (and some who didn’t) narrate the film.

Without any talking heads or new footage 
whatsoever, it’s an interesting device, and one 
that definitely keeps you inside the story.

What is missing, however, is the 20-odd years 
leading up to Senna’s F1 career.

As someone who knows nothing about rac-
ing or Senna himself, I am simply asked to care 
about this Brazilian driver without knowing 
a darn thing about him. There are no cuts to 
baby photos, no grainy Super 8 footage, noth-
ing from his parents or sister about the type of 
person Senna truly was.

Perhaps this was intentional - maybe the 
filmmakers wanted to simply present a snap-
shot of the public persona, showing what the 
people had already seen, but in one condensed 
106-minute package.

The film takes its conflict from the relation-
ship between Senna and teammate Alain Prost, 
the French driver who had four World Cham-
pionships. The two constantly picked fights in 
the press, acting like babies who didn’t get their 
way.

This is all shown in between shots of Senna 

jet-setting on a yacht, flirting with Japanese or 
Brazilian TV personalities and walking out of 
driver briefings.

What I took from the film was that Senna 
was a man who came from a well-off family, was 
addicted to speed, drove in the rain better than 
anyone else, believed God had everything to do 
with every race he had, and was pretty cocky 
and snobby.

Despite all of this, the people of Brazil adored 
him.

He was a huge celebrity, winning the World 
Championship three times before crashing in 

May 1994, dying at age 34 from a head injury.
Bizarrely, Kapadia chose to include the in-

car camera shot of the final things that Senna 
would have seen leading up to his crash.

It makes for chilling filmmaking, but ethi-
cally it’s a little icky.

A true Senna fan likely knows all of this 
information already, making this particular film 
seem almost redundant.

Overall, it is a fast-paced doc that is for the 
most part entertaining and interesting, even if 
you know nothing about F1 racing.

ayrton senna was a three-time winner of the Formula 1 world championship by age 34. he is the subject of a new 
documentary.

SUPPlIeD

needs more salt

A Matter of Taste: 
Serving up Paul Liebrandt
directed by sally rowe
65 mins
Showing at Cinematheque from Jan. 26 to feb. 1 at 7 p.m., feb. 2 at 8 
p.m., feb 3 and feb. 4, feb. 8 and feb. 9 at 9 p.m.

kaeleIgH ayre
arTS reporTer

Lines of colour are splashed across the screen. 
The liquids are swirled and mixed, and it is hard 
to tell at times whether it is a spoon or a brush 
that is being used.

“I’m not a nutcase,” Paul Liebrandt says. “I’m 
an artist.”

Liebrandt turns food into art, and he is sim-
ply creating the base for the miniature consum-
able sculptures that he actualizes every night.

A Matter of Taste: Serving up Paul Liebrandt 
follows Liebrandt over 10 years through the ups 
and downs of the restaurant business.

Liebrandt is the youngest chef to receive a 
three-star review in the New York Times, which 
he received in 2000 at the age of 24.

Since then he has been credited with creating 
“the most interesting food in New York” and for 
breaking the comfort food fad following 9-11 
with his French deconstructionist style.

While not everyone may be familiar with 
Paul Liebrandt, they are certainly familiar with 
the type of chef he is, thanks to reality televi-
sion.

Passionate and explosive in the kitchen, Lie-
brandt wants everything perfect and will not 
settle for less. His staff is used to being berated 
and says it just comes with the territory. Work-
ing with Liebrandt is worth more than their 
social life or self esteem.

I’m not a foodie by any means - my mom 
will attest that I rarely prepare a full meal. How-

ever, the human element, or the story behind 
the food, is what drew me in to the film, not the 
actual business of food.

I really enjoyed the time lapse employed by 
the director.

The film chronicled a decade of Liebrandt’s 
life, checking in on him every few years. It was 
interesting to not only see the progression of his 
career, as he climbed the ladder of New York 
restaurants, but also the development of his per-
sonality and his transformation from a young 
cocky chef to a confident and happy business 
owner.

The lapse also emphasized the instability and 

ever-changing world of restaurants.
The film is short, clocking in at just over an 

hour, and the ending is abrupt. I would have 
liked more, especially when the film ended with 
Liebrandt aiming for a three-star Michelin rat-
ing (a European hotel and restaurant rating).

On Thursday, Feb. 2 at 6 p.m., enjoy a food-
inspired night with dinner at Peasant Cookery 
followed by a screening of A Master of Taste. For 
$38 you will enjoy a three-course meal inspired 
by the film (price includes admission to film). 
To purchase tickets, call Kristy at 204-925-3456, 
ext 106.

renowned chef Paul liebrandt in a scene from the documentary a Matter of Taste.
SUPPlIeD

doc on new york chef Paul liebrandt is good but abrupt

FIlM

winner of the sundance world documen-
tary award, senna is showing at cinematheque 
from Thursday, Jan. 26 until Thursday, Feb. 2 at 
8:30 p.m.

a MaTTer oF TasTe: serVing UP PaUl lie-
BrandT shows at cinematheque Thursday, Jan. 
26 to wednesday Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. and Friday, 
Feb. 3 until Thursday, Feb. 9 at 9 p.m. a special 
screening is taking place on Thursday, Feb. 2 at 
6 p.m. For more information contact Kristy at 
204-925-3456, ext 106.

Manitoba eco-network's 3rd annual reel green 
FilM FesTiVal kicks off on Friday, Feb. 3 at 7 
p.m. at the west end cultural centre. opening 
night features on The line by canadian film-
maker Frank wolf, who documents a human-
powered odyssey along the proposed pipeline's 
route from the alberta tar sands to the rugged 
coastal waters off Kitimat, B.c.

reel green continues on saturday, Feb. 4 start-
ing at noon at the University of winnipeg's 
lockhart hall with a terrific lineup of thought 
provoking environmental documentaries from 
near and far, including the oscar-nominated 
wasTeland from Brazil, a siMPle QUesTion 
from the United states and canada's cheMer-
ical, a down-to-earth look at the solutions to 
our toxic home environments.

lIteRatURe

John K. saMson is doing a book signing for 
lyrics & Poems on saturday, Jan. 28 at 2 p.m. at 
Mcnally robinson.

The deadline for submissions for JUice, the Uni-
versity of winnipeg’s literary journal, is Jan. 31. 
The submission guidelines are available at juice.
uwinnipeg.ca, and submissions can be sent to 
juice.journal@gmail.com.

on The saMe Page, an initiative of The winni-
peg Foundation and the winnipeg Public library 
to get people reading, continues with FoUnd 
in TranslaTion with author J.r. léveillé, s.e. 
stewart and Mark stout on Tuesday, Jan. 31 at 7 
p.m. at Millennium library. Visit onThesameP-
age.ca for more information on all the events.

There will be a book signing for ron stevens’s 
MUch ado aBoUT sQUaT: sQUaTTers and 
hoMesTeaders raVage riding MoUnTain For-
esT on Feb. 4 at 2 p.m. at Mcnally robinson.

GalleRIeS & MUSeUMS

PlUg in ica presents a Moon or a BUT-
Ton, liKe-Minded and all waTched oVer By 
Machines oF loVing grace with an opening 
reception on Friday, Jan. 27 at 7 p.m. The exhibi-
tion shows until March 25.

cre8ery gallery hosts For The loVe oF craFT, 
the Manitoba craft council's annual Member 
exhibition and sale. The show features work by 
over 30 craft-based artists working in ceramics, 
glass, fiber, metal and mixed media. The open-
ing reception is on Friday, Jan. 27 at 7:30 p.m.

Urban shaman Main gallery presents elK 
dreaMer’s dreaM by linus woods. The open-
ing reception is on Friday, Jan. 27 at 8 p.m. The 
exhibition goes until saturday, March 10.

The winnipeg art gallery shows scUlPTUral 
insTallaTion FroM The PerManenT collec-
Tion from Jan. 28 until Feb. 26.

The Buhler gallery in st. Boniface hospital 
hosts oUr canada, work by Mary ValenTine 
and daVid owen lUcas on Thursday, Feb. 2 at 
7:30 p.m.

cre8ery gallery also hosts Michael Joyal's 365 
days BeFore i sleeP from Feb. 9 until Feb. 21.

Platform gallery presents andrew harwood's 
latest exhibition, sÉancÉ until saturday, Feb. 
25. infamous in Toronto’s Queen west scene 
as an artist and performer (under the stage 
name Madame Zsa Zsa), harwood is crafting a 
new body of work confusing the internationally 
renowned history of winnipeg séance photogra-
phy circa 1900, and the contemporary queer bar 
dance circuit. harwood will give a talk about his 
work on saturday, Feb. 18 at 3 p.m.

FIlM ReVIewS

Interesting documentary showcases brazilian Formula 1 driver's life in the fast lane
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maTTHew TeNBrUggeNCaTe
volUNTeer

Imagine, one day, a loved one disappears with-
out a trace.

That’s the nightmare Portage la Prairie born 
author Cathy Ostlere found herself living in 
1995 when her youngest brother David and his 
girlfriend Sarah Heald were lost off the coast 
of Portugal.

Despite his wide-ranging travels, David 
made a ritual of phoning family on his birth-
day.

That year, the call didn’t come.
Ostlere departed for the tiny island of 

Madeira - David’s eventual destination - to find 
answers to his disappearance.

The trip found her assessing her own life and 
compromises, while also mourning the loss of 
her adventurous brother. It was a journey that 
prompted her to write.

“Poems were a way of making sense of the 
grief,” Ostlere says. “In the end, though, the 
poems didn’t have enough words to express 
what I was feeling, so I expanded them into 
essays.”

Those essays came together as Lost: A Mem-
oir.

Published in 2008, Ostlere’s first book 
enjoyed audience and critical praise. It might 
have ended there, if Theatre Calgary artistic 
director Dennis Garnhum hadn’t found copy.

“Dennis found my book at a store in Van-
couver. It had been misshelved - it was under 
the travel/adventure section - and the cover 
caught his eye,” she says. “He’s told me that, 
halfway through, he thought it was a play.”

Ostlere was apprehensive when Garnhum 
first approached her to adapt Lost for the stage.

“I was hesitant to say, ‘Let’s spend the next 
two years together’ and go back into that emo-
tional territory.  And I couldn’t see it as a play - 
not until he told me it would be a one-woman 

show.”
Garnhum eventually convinced Ostlere the 

256-page memoir could make the leap from 
page to stage.

One of the artists she credits most with 
Lost’s successful transformation is Jan Alexan-
dra Smith - the show’s solo actor.

“Jan is a force of nature. She takes a quiet 
story and makes it bolder and louder,” Ostlere 
says. “In my personal life, I want to be more 
like this actress.”

Ostlere says converting her story to play has 
expanded her appreciation of her late brother.

“I think my brother has become bigger for 
me; he’s become powerful in people’s imagina-
tions.”

Lost: A Memoir runs at Prairie Theatre 
Exchange now until Feb. 5. Students willing 
to roll the dice can take advantage of PTE’s 
Walkup Deal - 30 minutes before curtain, any 
unsold tickets become available for just $10.

Playing it personal
cathy ostlere’s literary memoir becomes a powerful one-woman show

JeSSICa BoTelHo-UrBaNSkI
volUNTeer STaff

There’s a new place to find scum in town on a 
Monday night, and it’s not where you might 
expect.

Starting its run on Jan. 16, the Park Theatre 
plays host to the sixth series of Soap Scum Pres-
ents, a weekly soap opera parody that is entirely 
improvised.

For 2012, producers Peter Nadolny and 
Scott Cranwill have chosen an aptly apocalyp-
tic theme: Meltdown Atomic Wasteland.

The eight-person cast portrays a diverse 
range of recurring characters. The misfits from 
various walks of life have all sought refuge in an 
underground shelter, after having survived the 
Russians’ dropping of the atomic bomb.

From jilted bride-to-be Amelda Hyde (Yanin 
Gillespie) to decorated Boy Scout Dale Dimple 
(Kevin Pownall), who insists he “met a shark 
once,” the ensemble runs the gamut from sub-
dued to slapstick comedy.

There’s a little something for everyone at 
Soap Scum.

“Since it’s a soap opera, you don’t have to be 
funny for it to be funny,” says two-time Scum 
member Miguel Gauthier.

“It’s different than a lot of stuff I’ve ever 
seen,” he says. “I went to a show three years 
ago, got hooked, and came back for every epi-
sode.”

Gauthier plays a Voyageur-type womanizer 
in this series. Rick Oun’s antics somehow led 
him to safety in the bomb shelter, as he had 
been chasing an attractive woman during the 
doomsday panic.

“We got together a few months beforehand 
and discussed our characters, but we don’t 
know the scenarios until the narrator tells us 

them when we get on stage,” he explains.
This improvised format is carried on over a 

number of weeks (the shows will run until mid-
June), which allows the plot line to thicken with 
each episode. Whether you catch every show or 
only a few, you’re sure to be entertained.

Soap Scum has had a loyal fan following for 
years, and Gauthier says it is thanks mostly to 
word of mouth.

The burgeoning improv community marks 
another cultural accomplishment for the city’s 
expansive arts scene. Two other examples of 
Winnipeg wit are Crumbs Improv and La ligue 
d’improvisation du Manitoba (LIM).

Freestyle comedy duo Crumbs have per-
formed all over the world, and made a recent 
appearance at the University of Winnipeg for 
Snoweek.

LIM is very popular in St. Boniface. An 
improv league for French speakers, teams take 

the stage at the Centre culturel franco-manito-
bain every Friday night to compete for laughs.

“There’s always been a lot of comedy in the 
city, it just depends how open you are to it,” 
Gauthier says.

Soap Scum’s growth over the past six years 
can be attributed to the creative commitment 
of the cast and crew, including director/pro-
ducer/actor Peter Nadolny.

Nadolny just wants everyone on stage and in 
the crowd to have a great time.

“Drink as much as you can, shout as much 
as you want,” Nadolny encourages. “Audience 
participation is welcome.”

Soap Scum Presents: Meltdown Atomic Waste-
land at the Park Theatre (698 Osborne St) runs 
every Monday until mid-June. Admission is $8 
per show, or $30 for season tickets. Visit www.
soapscum.ca.

Scumday Mondays

actors take the stage during the first performance of soap scum's new season.
JeSSICa bothelo-URbanKSI

Jan alexandra smith plays cathy in the true life tale lost: a Memoir at Prairie Theatre exchange.
SUPPlIeD

GalleRIeS & MUSeUMS

The Manitoba Museum presents circUs! sci-
ence Under The Big ToP. The exhibition demys-
tifies the daring and death-defying feats of the 
greatest show on earth, and puts you in the 
centre of the action. The exhibition runs until 
april 9.

theatRe, DanCe & CoMeDy

shirley ValenTine is showing at the John 
hirsch Mainstage until Jan. 28. a neglected 
housewife jumps at the chance to escape her 
"unused life" in this beloved play by willy rus-
sell. nicola cavendish, who played shirley in 
MTc's 1992 production, returns to reprise the 
role.

The winnipeg symphony orchestra brings ice-
land to winnipeg with the new MUsic Fes-
TiVal from Jan. 28 to Feb. 3. concert high-
lights include saariaho & Kancheli on satur-
day, Jan. 28 at 8 p.m. at the centennial concert 
hall, raVedeaTh For organ on sunday, Jan. 29 
at 7:30 p.m. at westminster United church and 
shaUna rolsTon: ciTy sUiTes on Monday, Jan. 
30 at 7:30 p.m. at the centennial concert hall.

Manitoba association of Playwrights presents a 
staged reading of My aFFair wiTh george Ber-
nard by daniel Thau-eleff featuring doreen 
Brownstone and ross McMillan on Jan. 28 at 2 
p.m. at aqua Books.

Theatre Projects Manitoba presents Village 
wooing until Jan. 29 at the raw gallery, 290 
Mcdermot ave.

wag presents doUBle FeaTUre: groUndswell 
& BedrooM coMMUniTy on Tuesday, Jan. 31 at 
7:30 p.m. at the winnipeg art gallery.

Merlyn Productions Theatre company presents 
aUgUsTUs does his BiT from Jan. 31 until Feb. 4 
at the ellice Theatre.

Mrs. warren's ProFession is showing at the 
Tom hendry warehouse until Feb. 4.

shawFesT 2012 (Master Playwright Festival) 
goes until Feb. 5 at various venues through-
out winnipeg. The 2012 Master Playwright Fes-
tival celebrates the life and work of playwright 
and essayist george Bernard shaw with perfor-
mances of his plays by a variety of local the-
atre companies, readings, a film screening and 
a free lecture series.

disney’s smash hit Broadway musical, BeaUTy 
and The BeasT, shows at centennial concert 
hall on Feb. 4 at 2:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Feb. 5 
at 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.

The Prairie Theatre exchange presents losT: a 
MeMoir until Feb. 5. showing nightly at 8 p.m.

coMedy oPen Mic nighTs in the ‘Peg happen on 
sundays at The cavern with John B. dUFF, Tues-
days at The King’s head Pub and Mondragon 
and Thursdays at the standard Tavern.

shaw TV’s weeK ThUs Far tapes in front of live 
studio audience at Finn’s Pub at the Forks every 
Monday at 7:30 p.m.

Park Theatre moonlights as bomb shelter for local improv troupe

theatRe PReVIewS

CorreCtion

Kjartan sveinsson of sigur ros will 
not be appearing at the wso new 
Music Festival. incorrect informa-
tion appeared in the article "wso 
new Music Festival brings iceland 
to winnipeg" on page 13 of our 
Jan. 19 issue.

we regret the error.
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The way you watch television may be about 
to change. That is, if it hasn’t already.

For people like Andrew Parker, television 
programming is becoming increasingly dis-
associated from the physical television set.

“To say that I don’t watch a lot of TV 
is very misleading, because I watch tons, 
but none of it is on a black box live, it’s all 
uploaded online a couple hours after the 
fact,” Parker says.

For Parker, who studies media produc-
tion in the joint Creative Communications 
program at Red River College and the Uni-
versity of Winnipeg, this is more than an 
interesting bit of introspection - it’s a game 
changer when it comes to his job prospects 
after graduation.

“There’s a lot more variety in our options 
now,” Parker says. “Whereas before you go 
to school and you end up working at one 
of the five (TV) stations in Winnipeg, today 
there is so much more freelance stuff going 
on.”

This shift within the industry appears to 
be a response to a trend among Canadians.

“More of us are watching more television 
online,” says Sidneyeve Matrix, assistant pro-
fessor in the department of media and film 
at Queen’s University.

This fact does not necessarily herald the 
end of TV as we know it, Matrix says. While 
fear kept many traditional TV providers 
from acknowledging the online trend for 
many years, things are changing.

“The television industry is responding to 
the culture of torrenting in a way that the 
movie industry and the music industry did 
not,” Matrix says. “We have some industry 
leaders like CTV and CBC that are showing 
us how you can monetize that online view-
ing audience.”

Far from avoiding advertising by watch-
ing streaming video or illegally download-
ing bit-torrents of television programming, 
Internet TV viewers are creating new adver-
tising opportunities for content creators 
through methods largely pioneered by sites 
like YouTube, Matrix says.

Even more important, however, is that 
online viewers are not necessarily avoiding 
live TV.

“It’s not about displacement,” says Matrix. 
“I think it’s about a complementarity.”

This is also the position of Duncan Stew-
art, Deloitte Canada director of research for 
technology, media and telecommunications 
and co-author of the Deloitte Canada TMT 
(technology, media and telecommunica-
tions) Predictions 2012.

That report predicts that in 2012, 95 per 
cent of television content viewed by Canadi-
ans will be live or within 24 hours of broad-
cast. Stewart says the reason for this is sim-
ple: people are lazy.

“There’s an awful lot of inertia in tradi-
tional television watching,” Stewart says. 
“Most people don’t want to watch what they 
want when they want. Most people are more 
than happy to turn on the TV and watch 
what’s on.”

If 95 per cent still seems quite high, Stew-
art points to the kinds of programs that typ-
ically warrant live viewing.

“The overall bulk of television is still 
things like news, sports, weather, reality TV 
and awards shows, things that are big draws 
with huge reach and many, many hours,” 
Stewart says. “And those are the ones that are 
still watched live.”

One of the big draws to live television is 
what Matrix calls social TV, where people 
use social media, and especially Twitter, to 
discuss television events in real-time. This 
requires everyone to be watching the same 
thing at the same time.

She says the recent Golden Globes were a 
perfect example.

“People say, ‘I’m not even watching but 
I know everything about it,’” Matrix says. 
“Fandom becomes citizen reportage at that 
moment.

“When television networks are deeply 
invested in social media, that can actually 
drive viewership because it will enable their 
audience to share information about their 
TV consumption habits.”

While social media represents a potential 
ally for traditional TV, torrents pose perhaps 
the most serious threat - especially since they 
lead to what Matrix calls the season binge, 

in which all the episodes in one or several 
seasons of a particular TV show are watched 
back-to-back.

“It’s the most amazing lean-back expe-
rience, you just have all your seasons, you 
just need some snacks and you’re good to 
go for the next 500 hours,” Matrix says. “It’s 
a beloved consumption habit. It has every-
thing to do with torrents.”

While Matrix thought that TV and movie 
subscription services like Netflix would be 
wildly popular among her students, she says 
the cost and convenience of torrent down-
loads cannot be beat among the 18 to 34 
demographic.

“There was no enthusiasm whatsoever for 
Netflix amongst the students that I teach,” 
Matrix says. “Why? Because of torrenting.”

Whatever the fate of TV as we know it, 
Creative Communications student Parker 
says the shifting local industry makes his 
education all the more important.

“The equipment that is available to just 
everyday people is amazing now. Everyone 
is an expert and everyone has the latest tech-
nology,” Parker says. “That’s why we’re going 
to school. Hopefully once we’re out of this 
program we’ll have the training that sepa-
rates us from every third person on the Inter-
net that has an excellent camera.”

the death of television: impossible or inevitable?
examining current trends in television watching

aaroN SNIder
CUlTUre reporTer

Ellice Cafe
587 ellice ave.

Only minutes from the University of Win-
nipeg, the Ellice Cafe and Theatre combines 
a warm, unpretentious atmosphere with a 
good selection of home-style dishes that will 
take your mind off even the coldest Winni-
peg day.

Located on the corner of Sherbrook Street 
and Ellice Avenue directly across from the 
West End Cultural Centre, the Ellice Cafe is 
the perfect place for a hearty meal before a 
rousing show at one of Winnipeg’s most pop-
ular music venues.

The night that my companion and I 
stopped in for some food, Chad VanGaalen 
happened to be playing the WECC, but we 
had no problem finding a table.

The first thing we noticed was the histori-
cal theme of the café.

Several backlit panels above the cof-
fee bar show black and white photographs 
from Winnipeg’s past. The tables each have a 
unique card with the name of a nearby street 
and its history, accompanied by more old 

photographs.
Settling in at Langside table, we waited 

several minutes for menus and then several 
minutes more before our drink orders were 
taken.

Whether the slow pace was connected 
with the VanGaalen pre-show crowd or not, 
I recommend giving yourself plenty of time 
for dinner here if you have a show to attend 
or somewhere to be.

While the service was a little slow, the staff 
made up for it with their cheerful attitudes 
and awesome shirts that read, “White collar, 
blue collar, no collar.”

My companion ordered tea, which came 
in a full-size teapot with a beautiful authentic 
china cup. I ordered the locally roasted Wel-
lington Fine Coffee, which was quite good 
but not outstanding.

The menu at Ellice Cafe has a decently 
wide selection of appetizers and entrees at 
prices between $8 and $15. We settled on 
some winter-busters: the veggie chili and jerk 
chicken were both beautiful to look at and 
really tasty.

The veggie chili, about $8, included peas, 
which was strange but delicious nonetheless. 
The jerk chicken, about $12 and served with 
mashed potatoes and sautéed veggies, was the 
perfect spice level.

On the whole, both dishes were well made 

with good portions at good prices.
The best thing about the Ellice Cafe is that 

it’s a very nice place to be. It’s not fancy and 
it’s clearly not trying to be. The food is not 
groundbreaking, but it is satisfying and deli-
cious.

That, combined with the friendly, relaxed 

service and the warmth of the space, makes 
this a great destination for a nice meal with 
nice people.

For more information about the Ellice Cafe 
and Theatre, including operating hours and 
full menu, visit www.ellicetheatre.com/cafe.

FooD ReVIew

a great destination for a nice meal
ellice cafe gets the important stuff right

“The television industry is 
responding to the culture 
of torrenting in a way that 
the movie industry and the 
music industry did not.”
- sidneyeVe MaTriX, assisTanT ProFessor, 
QUeen’s UniVersiTy

The ellice cafe's atmosphere is warm and unpretentious.
Dylan hewlett

ayaMe UlRICh

CUltURe toDay
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THE uniVErSiTy of WinniPEg AWArDS
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards

CaMPUS JobS

if you are interested in a part-time job on campus, there 
are still work-study jobs available. The work-study 
application can be found online at

http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards-work-
study-program.

SCholaRShIPS, awaRDS anD bURSaRIeS

The academic Proficiency scholarships from the 2010-11 
academic year will be awarded shortly. only recipients 
will receive notification through the mail by the end of 
January.

The louis riel Bursaries will also be awarded shortly. only 
recipients will receive notification through the mail by 
the end of January.

The general Bursary Program is available for application 
for students with financial need. The deadline is Jan. 
30 and application forms are available on our website: 
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awd-bursaries.

MAniToBA STuDEnT AiD ProgrAM (MSAP):
applications to Manitoba student aid for the Fall/winter 
2011-12 or winter term only sessions are still being 
accepted. students can apply online at: www.manito-
bastudentaid.ca, http://www.manitobastudentaid.ca/ and 
http://www.manitobastudentaid.ca/.

tUItIon Fee DeFeRRal

all fees for winter 2011-12 courses must have been paid by 
Jan. 4. if you are relying on your government student aid 
to pay your outstanding fees, please read the important 
instructions below.

Those who have been assessed and approved for 
Manitoba student aid as of dec. 16 have automatically 
been deferred until Feb. 4. you would have received a 
web-mail notification stating this. no action is needed.

if you applied for Manitoba student aid after dec. 16 
or you are a recipient of out-of-province student aid, 
please send your name and student number to awards@
uwinnipeg.ca. This will ensure you are added to our list 
of deferrals. we will try our best to make sure you are 
captured, however it is not guaranteed.

what DoeS tUItIon Fee DeFeRRal Mean?

you have been given a one-month grace period so that:

a. your registration is not cancelled, and

b. you are not charged late payment fees.

ExTErnAL AWArDS:
The University is often notified by companies and 
organizations about awards they have for students in 
post-secondary education. here are a few awards that are 
available right now:

eDC bUSIneSS SCholaRShIPS

Deadline: Jan. 30, 2012

export development canada (edc) is offering as many 
as 30 scholarships, 25 of which recognize exceptional 
students in the field of international business, finance 
or economics. The remaining five scholarships will be 
awarded to outstanding business students with a focus 
on environment related studies. an edc scholarship is 
worth a $4,000 cash award. scholarships will be awarded 
in spring 2012, and issued in autumn 2012 at the start of 
the academic year.

Visit: www.edc.ca/scholarships

SoRoPtIMISt FoUnDatIon oF CanaDa GRantS

Deadline: Jan. 31, 2012

The soroptimist Foundation of canada annually offers 
several $7,500 grants for women graduate students in 
canada to assist them with university studies which will 
qualify them for careers which will improve the quality of 
women's lives. The aim is to assist women with financial 
need to complete their studies leading to careers that will 
improve the quality of women’s lives.  examples include 
but are not limited to: providing services, providing legal 

counseling and assistance, counseling mature women 
entering or re-entering the labour market, counseling 
women in crisis, counseling and training women for 
non-traditional employment, and positions in women's 
centres.

Visit http://www.soroptimistfoundation.ca/application.
html

teRRy Fox hUManItaRIan awaRD

Deadline: Feb. 1, 2012

as the name implies, the Terry Fox humanitarian award 
recognizes humanitarian volunteer work. There is no set 
discipline students must study in order to receive the 
award, but they must maintain their academic, voluntary 
and career performance to a satisfactory level.

Visit http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awd-
external

UnIteD way yoUth leaDeRS In aCtIon SCholaR-
ShIP

Deadline: Feb. 10, 2012

designed to recognize the contributions of young 
community leaders and encourage them to keep up the 
great work. in 2012, four scholarships of $500 each will be 
awarded to young people under the age of 25 who have 
made a difference in the community.

Visit http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awd-
external

RobeRt e. olIVeR SCholaRShIP

Deadline: Feb. 27, 2012

each year, advertising standards council awards 
one $1,500 scholarship to a full-time post secondary 
student who is enrolled in an undergraduate advertising 
or marketing program at a canadian university or 
college. robert e. oliver was asc’s first president and 
a pioneer of canadian advertising self-regulation. he 
played a key role in developing the canadian code of 
advertising standards. To honour his contribution, this 
award recognizes students with a record of outstanding 
academic achievement and community service and who 
are committed to pursuing a career in advertising or 
marketing.

To apply for this year’s award, the student is asked 
to contact the program chair or coordinator at your 
university or college as this award does not have an 
online app on their website.

RbC aboRIGInal StUDent awaRDS PRoGRaM

Deadline: Feb. 28, 2012

selected students are awarded up to $4,000 each 
academic year for two to four years to use towards 
tuition, textbooks, supplies and living expenses.

rBc awards 10 scholarships in two categories:

    * For students majoring in disciplines related to the 
financial services industry

    * For students majoring in disciplines unrelated to the 
financial services industry

Please contact aboriginalstudentawards@rbc.com if you 
have questions about the program. To ensure security 
of personal information, application forms will not be 
accepted via this email address.

Please note rBc reserves the right to change or 
discontinue this program at any time.

rBc will honour commitments already in place if the 
program changes or ends.

Visit: http://www.rbc.com/careers/aboriginal_stu-
dent_awards.html

KIwanIS ClUb oF wInnIPeG: ManItoba CItIzenS' 
bURSaRy FUnD FoR aboRIGInal PeoPleS

Deadline: Feb. 28, 2012

This annual award is open to aboriginal students from 
the University of winnipeg, University of Manitoba and 
Brandon University. you must be a student with aboriginal 
ancestry (First nations, Métis, or inuit) and demonstrate 
financial need. students must maintain satisfactory 

grades to retain their eligibility. also points will be given 
for extra-curricular/volunteer activities.

The applicant must also submit a student history or a 
transcript with this application form. Bursaries range 
from $200 to $500 each.

Visit: http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awd-
external

CwRa SCholaRShIPS In wateR ReSoURCeS

Deadline: Feb. 28, 2012

1. The canadian water resources association annually 
offers five scholarships. These scholarships are available 
to graduate students whose programs of study focus 
upon applied, natural, or social science aspects of water 
resources. The scholarships will have the following 
values:

    * dillon consulting scholarship - $5,000

      This scholarship will be awarded to the highest ranked 
of the applicants. Funding is provided by dillon consulting 
ltd. on an annual basis.

    * Ken Thomson scholarship - $2,000

      This scholarship will be awarded to the second 
highest ranked of the applicants. The Ken Thomson 
scholarship is awarded from a special fund set up in his 
honour.

    * cwra Memorial scholarship - $1,500

      a tribute to cwra Members remembered by their 
colleagues donations to the scholarship Fund.

    * 2 scholarships - $1,500 each

      These scholarships are funded from the general funds 
of the canadian water resources association.

all applicants will receive a one-year membership in the 
canadian water resources association.

2. The scholarships are open either to canadian citizens 
or landed immigrants attending a canadian University or 
college, who are enrolled in full-time graduate studies 
in any discipline in both Fall and winter terms of the 
2011-2012 academic year.

3. The scholarship committee will accept only one 
applicant from any department in a canadian university 
or college. Therefore applicants must provide a statement 
from the chairperson/director of the department that 
verifies that the application is the one being submit-
ted from that program for the graduate scholarship. 
This statement must also include confirmation of the 
applicant’s full-time registration in the program in the Fall 
and winter terms of the 2011-2012 academic year.

4. The scholarships are awarded primarily on the basis 
of academic excellence and project relevance to water 
management and development. when applicants are 
equal on the basis of these criteria, selection will be 
based on encouraging broad geographic, discipline 
and career stage representation as well as considering 
affirmative action for women.

Visit: http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awd-
external

awards & Financial aid the awards and financial aid staff of the university of Winnipeg provides the student body with current information on award opportunities. this information is updated weekly.

95.9 FM cKUw caMPUs/coMMUniTy radio  ToP 10 cd – alBUMs
January 16-22, 2012
! = local content * = canadian content

TW            Artist        recording     Label

1    !Noble Thiefs     Beyond The 11th Deck     Pipe & Hat

2    !The Lonely Vulcans     Vulcan Cesspool      Transistor 66

3    !Cannon Bros.     Firecracker/Cloudglow     Disintegration

4    Wilco     The Whole Love      dBpm

5    Bjork     Biophilia       Nonesuch

6    !The Magnificent 7's     All Kinds Of Mean      Transistor 66

7    *Durban Poison     Stereophonic Tonic      Shake!

8    !Various Artists     Transistor 66 & Half Pints Presents: Meet The Family  Transistor 66

9    !Hatcher-Briggs     Getting There From Here     Self-Released

10   !Mariachi Ghost     Machete EP      Self-Released

8
Event Management
Financial Planning
Global Business Management
Human Resources Management
International Development
International Marketing
Marketing Management
Public Administration

ways to

launch
YOUR CAREER
POSTGRADUATE 
CERTIFICATES IN:

business.humber.ca
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crossword Puzzle & sudoku 17
solutions to this week’s sudoku and crossword in next week's issue.

6 2 9 8 5 4 1 3 7
7 3 8 2 1 6 9 4 5
5 1 4 7 9 3 2 8 6
1 9 7 5 8 2 3 6 4
4 6 2 1 3 7 5 9 8
8 5 3 6 4 9 7 1 2
3 7 6 9 2 8 4 5 1
9 8 5 4 7 1 6 2 3
2 4 1 3 6 5 8 7 9

solutions to puzzles from the January 19, 2012 issue.

Across

1- Pileated 

8- insane person 

15- skyway 

16- "a horse with no 

name" band 

17- Fluctuant 

18- delicate net 

19- double curve 

20- Bear in the air 

22- ___ bleu! 

23- Tribe ruler 

25- lion's share 

26- "our gang" girl 

29- Big name in printers 

31- advanced in years 

34- Prejudice against old 

people 

36- 1950 film noir classic 

37- Buck follower 

38- devotees to the god of 

revelry 

40- rare metallic element 

42- in a frenzy 

43- conditions 

45- shawl worn in Mexico 

46- skye cap 

47- early Mexican 

49- Mends a shoe 

50- crown of the head 

52- Ballroom dance 

54- olds model 

56- golden rule word 

57- early hrs. 

60- wildly enthusiastic 

62- "B" story 

65- small bone 

66- normally 

67- serving no function 

68- Feathered

Down

1- spelunking site 

2- narrow inlets 

3- Blows it 

4- artful 

5- Mai ___ 

6- affectation of sophis-

ticates 

7- extent 

8- Priest of the east 

9- actress Thurman 

10- wrestling hold 

11- Met highlights 

12- Pertaining to dyeing 

13- Bakery worker 

14- Beer buy 

21- dirty harry's org. 

23- slight sharp sound 

24- ___ browns 

25- castle water pits 

26- sponge gently 

27- Brightly colored lizard 

28- compensation 

30- non-dairy milk 

32- Jeweler's tool 

33- cupolas 

35- corn 

37- ___ con pollo 

39- Baby newt 

41- class struggle? 

44- in stitches 

47- immediately 

48- Burger topper 

51- Thin as ___ 

53- wingless insect 

54- ___ Ben adhem 

55- Miss 

56- employs 

57- ___ breve 

58- shed feathers

59- eye sore

61- capp and capone

63- round bread roll

64- Bad review

beStCRoSSwoRDS.CoM

An open
 relationship

WiTH MELAniE DAHLing

   8 5   3 2
 6  7     4
    3   6  
    8   1  
 3  2     5
   6 7   9 3

4  9 3     8
3  6   8 9   
7  5 1     6

SUDoKU SKIll leVel:  CHALLEnging

www.PDFPaD.CoM/SUDoKU

girl, you know it’s true
So as a comedian and lover of dorky 
cartoons/laser tag, I end up making a 
lot of guy friends.

The dudes I hang out with are more 
emotionally complex and compassion-
ate than men are normally given credit 
for, and I think it's valuable for a man 
to enjoy female company in a non-sex-
ual way so that he is able to express this 
side of himself more freely.

That being said, I am tired of put-
ting out the fires that my gender has a 
tendency to light with reckless aban-
don all over my friends’ lives.

I do not believe that there is one def-
inition for “girl” or “boy” behaviour, 
and I’m sure there are men out there 
committing the following crimes, but 
I am simply speaking from my own 
personal experience as a confidante to 
many of the boys in my life.

Girl needs her own fan club
This girl is constantly scanning the 

room for those who are hopelessly in 
love with her so that she can exploit 
them, and those who have not yet met 
her so that she can manipulate them 
into falling hopelessly in love with her.

She usually has a boyfriend along 
with several men whom she will com-
mission to entertain her when said boy-
friend stops worshipping her for more 
than five minutes.

I don’t like these girls because they 
hurt my friends to feed their own ego, 
and because I end up spending hours 
de-bugging the malicious virus they 
release into people’s brains.

Girl tries too hard
This girl hears something like, “Put 

yourself out there,” and interprets it as, 
“Get a crush on every boy and never 
stop touching any of them ever no mat-
ter how uncomfortable they get.”

I already have an issue with exces-
sive public displays of affection, but 
it’s especially nauseating coming from 
a girl who just cannot get a clue. I sug-
gest getting a specific idea of what you 
want in a man beyond a pulse, and to 
procure a book on the subject of body 
language.

Girl is insecure
In the words of my personal guru, 

RuPaul Charles, “If you can’t love your-
self, how the hell you gonna love some-
body else?”

There is nothing you can do to con-
vince this girl that you a) love her, b) are 
attracted to her and c) are not cheating 
on her.

I don’t know if I’m more upset by 
this kind of girl or the guys who date 
her.

Free counseling services are avail-
able, and I think it would be worth-
while for all of us to assess whether or 
not we need some help before we can 
bring someone else into our world.

I am by no means perfect, and I 
think I’ve probably fallen into some of 
these categories a few times before, but 
as I get into my late 20s I find that I am 
ridding myself of more toxic patterns 
every day, and if I can make even one 
girl a little more self-aware, I’ll consider 
this worthwhile.

Have a question about relationships 
you’d like her to address in a future col-
umn? Email it to melanie_dahling@
hotmail.com with “Open Relationship” 
in the subject line. Visit http://melanie-
dahling.wordpress.com.204.800.7931
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