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It gets better
...Or does it?

news  page 3

Hazing 
malaise
Why hazing alienates 
team members instead of 
bonding them together
news  page 3

Trouble on campus
University of Winnipeg 
and Brandon University 
face criticism
campus news  page 7
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By olEna kozEl

Q: WHaT do you THInk of Hockey HazIng? Was THe neepaWa naTIves conTroversy 
WarranTed?

Janice schwartz, 
university of Manitoba 
student
“i definitely think that 
hockey hazing should 
not be tolerated. i 
know that most teams 
want a traditional way 
of initiating their play-
ers, but to that degree, 
it is not appropriate.”

graham smith 
peloquin, uWsa 
coordinator
“i think it is a bad 
tradition and contra-
dicts all of the positive 
aspects of playing on 
a team. i do think that 
the controversy is war-
ranted.”

Miles Mcenery, com-
munity member
“To me, it is more of a 
non-issue. i’ve been on 
sports teams and it is 
just a part of growing 
up. Especially all boys 
hockey teams, it’s been 
going on forever.”

daria Tuhtar, fifth-year 
student, environmental stud-
ies/bioanthropology major
“i think it is an outdated 
practice that discourages 
people from wanting to be 
part of a team. it also ruins 
reputations, that of the whole 
team, even if all players are 
not taking part in the hazing 
process.”

ava Jerao, third-year 
student, business
“i think hazing discour-
ages young players from 
taking part in something 
that they are passionate 
about and the contro-
versy was definitely 
warranted because haz-
ing to this degree should 
not be tolerated.”

Laura sexsmith, fourth-
year student, biology and 
biochemistry
“i think hockey hazing is 
inappropriate, especially for 
children and young adults. 
i definitely think that the 
controversy was warranted 
because it is not something 
that they should get away 
with.”

CAMPUS NEWS page6

Wesmen women’s 
volleyball team off 
to a hot start

ChrIS hUNTer
BeaT reporTer

Torture, imprisonment and death sentences 
were amongst the tribulations Ali Saeed and 
other members of the Ethiopian People’s Revo-
lutionary Party (EPRP) endured when living in 
Ethiopia.

On Nov. 16, Saeed will travel to Washing-
ton, D.C., from his home in Winnipeg to speak 
about Ethiopian human rights violations at the 
EPRP 39th Anniversary conference.

“If this event was happening in Ethiopia, the 
current government would have all the party 
members killed right away,” Saeed said.

Saeed notes he is not an EPRP spokesperson. 
At the conference, he will speak on behalf of the 
Solidarity Committee for Ethiopian Political 
Prisoners (SOCEPP).

In July 1984, Saeed, gaunt and malnour-
ished, arrived in Winnipeg. A short time before 
the trip he had been waiting, barely clothed, on 
death row in a Somali prison cell.

Saeed had not expected to be released.
“I was in prison in Ethiopia and Somalia for 

seven years and four months for my association 
with the EPRP before they let me out,” he said.

A decade earlier, the EPRP helped depose 
Haile Selassie I, the overbearing Ethiopian 
emperor. In the late 1980s, the group fought 
against the fascist Derg regime. Presently, the 
group fights against Ethiopia’s nationalist gov-
ernment, which Saeed reports to be as brutal 
and oppressive as the former ruling bodies.     

“If the government hears anything about 
EPRP members, they will be kidnapped and 
killed right away,” he said. “They will not even 
see a court.”

At the conference, Saeed will discuss the his-

torical Ethiopian event known as the Red Ter-
ror, a violent political campaign that took place 
between 1977 and 1978 under the Derg regime. 
According to Amnesty International, the cam-
paign took more than 500,000 lives.

“The main point of the event is to inform 
people about the Red Terror and what’s happen-
ing in Ethiopia now,” he said. “Believe me, if the 
current government had the chance, they would 
take even more than the Red Terror.”  

Under its current government, Ethiopia 
retains more than 35,000 political prisoners. 
Additionally, many Ethiopians deemed politi-
cally threatening by the government, including 
students, simply disappear.

“Someone dressed normally comes to your 
door and says they just want to talk for five min-
utes,” Saeed said. “But they drag you into a vehi-
cle and no one will see you again.”

Because of such circumstances, Saeed believes 
it is only a matter of time before an uprising 
takes place.

“When you have an overinflated balloon like 
Ethiopia, all it takes is one small pin to pop it,” 
he said. “Soon, no doubt, you will see an upris-

ing worse than Libya.”
Due to heavy government media censorship, 

it has become impossible to discuss these prob-
lems in any sort of public forum. Because The 
Uniter’s website is not yet blocked by the Ethio-
pian government, Saeed believes this article will 
help inform people of Ethiopia.

“Most websites and radio stations are banned 
because the government fears uprising,” he said. 
“This article will help ignite struggle, students in 
Ethiopia will read it online and distribute cop-
ies of it.”

Besides activist work, Saeed and SOCEPP 
spend a great deal of time housing and spon-
soring refugees from Ethiopia, Sudan, Somalia 
and other African countries. To date, Saeed has 
sponsored 104 refugees.

“I help them come to Canada, I give them 
shelter and help them find a job so they can set-
tle down for themselves,” he said.

Besides sponsoring a refugee, Saeed said the 
best way to help Ethiopia is to inform as many 
people as possible.

“Be a voice for people that do not have a 
voice,” he said.

one small pin

winnipeg activist ali Saeed will travel to washington, D.c., later this month to speak about ethiopian human rights 
violations.

jonaH o’nEil

PEoPlE WorTH rEaDinG aBoUT

“When you have an 
overinflated balloon like 
Ethiopia, all it takes is one 
small pin to pop it. You will 
see an uprising worse than 
Libya.” 
- aLi SaeeD, SOLiDariTy cOMMiTTee FOr eThiOPian 
POLiTicaL PriSOnerS

COMMENTS page9

Basic income guarantee 
could solve our social 
assistance woes

ali Saeed relates his experience as an ethiopian political prisoner and activist
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The recent suicide of openly gay Ottawa teen 
Jamie Hubley, and a subsequent memorial 
video released by members of the Conserva-
tive government, has created a firestorm of 
controversy around the issue of homopho-
bic bullying. 

Questions about the effectiveness of the It 
Gets Better project have become the crux of 
the debate. 

ItGetsBetter.org is an online video-shar-
ing website started in 2010 by columnist and 
author Dan Savage. The campaign relies on 
social media to give LGBTQ youth, suffering 
from homophobic bullying and abuse, a sense 
of community and hope for their future.

Yet in the wake of Hubley’s death, pundits 
and the public alike are meeting the project’s 
message of hope with criticism.  

“It’s no longer good enough for us to tell 
kids who are different that it’s going to get 
better. We have to make it better now,” said 
Rick Mercer, host of CBC series The Rick 
Mercer Report, during a recent show. 

Mercer’s comments followed an It Gets 
Better video made by a group of Conserva-
tive MPs, in support of the campaign and out 
of sympathy for the teen’s grieving family. 

The video has come under scrutiny for 
commenting on bullying in general rather 
than speaking out against the pertinent issue 
of homophobic bullying. 

“Bullying isn’t unique to gay and lesbian 
people, it can affect everyone,”  said Conser-
vative MP Shelly Glover (St. Boniface), who 

appeared in the video.
Glover also said she was “disappointed in 

the criticism that has come out of a campaign 
meant to raise awareness.”

The presence of other MPs in the video, 
such as Vic Toews and David Sweet, who 
have previously defended anti-homosexual 
stances, has also become a point of conten-
tion for some. 

Chad Smith, the executive director of 
Winnipeg’s Rainbow Resource Centre, was 
critical of the message coming from a govern-
ment party that in the past has been unsup-
portive of gay marriages.

“They need to change the focus of their 
efforts to homophobic bullying,” he said. 
“It is about lack of acceptance surrounding 
LGBTQ youth, not straight bullying.”

Smith was also conflicted about the mes-
sage of It Gets Better.

“I think it’s a great campaign in terms of 
trying to send a message of hope, but there is 
also the reality that it doesn’t always get better 
for everyone. Take Jamie Hubley for exam-
ple,” he said. 

Catherine Taylor, a rhetoric professor at 
the University of Winnipeg, voiced similar 
concerns. 

“I’m glad that LGBTQ adults are reaching 
out to youth and teens,” she said. “But it’s a 
damming indictment of the school system if 
all we can say is ‘Hold on - it gets better.’”

Taylor has done extensive research on 
homophobic bullying in Canadian high 
schools and maintains the school system 
needs to take responsibility for the safety of 
its students.

While Glover, Smith and Taylor feel the 
It Gets Better project is a step in the right 
direction they all agreed that a more proac-
tive solution is needed to end homophobia 
in schools.

What if it doesn’t get better?
Popular campaign under fire after teen commits suicide

Popular online website itGetsBetter.org is facing criticism after an Ottawa teen committed suicide after being repeatedly bullied for being gay.

Dylan HEWlETT

“It’s a damming indictment 
of the school system if all 
we can say is ‘Hold on - it 
gets better.’” 
- caTherine TayLOr, PrOFeSSOr, UniVerSiTy OF 
winniPeG

ChrIS hUNTer
BeaT reporTer

In light of the Neepawa Natives hazing inci-
dent, the psychological effects of victimizing 
and team building are being called into ques-
tion.

News of the hazing slowly crept out in the 
media last month, revealing players on the 
team were made to walk around the locker 
room with heavy objects tied to their geni-
tals. The Manitoba Junior Hockey League 
announced a $5,000 fine and multiple sus-
pensions. 

Wendy Josephson, a psychologist who has 
studied aggressive and violent youth behav-
ior, believes hazing, though often at great det-
riment, promotes team building.  

“The reason most social psychologists 
would give you is that hazing promotes cohe-
siveness in a group,” she said. “When you 
make huge sacrifices for a group, you often 
feel more committed to them.”

However, there are better methods for 
achieving group cohesion, Josephson added.

“You don’t have to be violent and aggres-
sive. You can do something that is actually 
pro-social,” she said. “A colleague of mine 
used to work in a mine up north, where he 
had to buy the first round of drinks after the 
first pay day.”

Josephson holds team-building exercises 
must involve the entire team, not just new-
comers, to be effective. 

“Group exercises solidify a team, proving 
that the whole group can meet strong chal-
lenges together.”

For those who have been psychologically 

harmed by hazing, restoring a positive rela-
tionship with their aggressors can be benefi-
cial, she said. 

“If you could get some recognition from 
them, that their actions were inappropriate, 
this can be quite helpful,” she said. “You have 
to restore the relationship with the ones who 
have been committing the bullying.”

Neil Exell, a University of Winnipeg stu-
dent and hockey player of 17 years, believes 
team building happens naturally and requires 
no ceremony.

“The need for naked dancing comes from 
a distorted mob mentality take on macho 
culture,” he said. “I don’t know what it is sup-
posed to accomplish.”

Exell finds hockey hazing to be a rather 
bizarre phenomenon. 

“I think it’s interesting that hockey cul-
ture, which is very homophobic, is always 
being exposed as this weird penis-enthused 
culture,” he said. “It’s like everyone is excited 
about penises.”

Mike Raimbault, Wesmen basketball 
coach, believes hazing and team building 
do not complement each other. Raimbault 
instead sees hazing as detrimental to team 
building. 

“If anything, players are going to trust 
each other less after hazing,” he said. “I don’t 
see how it helps build a team environment, 
it’s just ridiculous.

“I don’t think there is really any place for it 
in team building or in any sort of team func-
tion,” he said.

Like Exell, Raimbault regards team build-
ing as a natural process. It is intense situa-
tions faced by entire teams, not demeaning 
initiations, which strengthen team dynamics, 
adds Raimbault. 

“In training, you put the teams through 
intense adverse situations where they have 
to pull together to create a common goal,” 
he said. “The more experience they have 

together the stronger the team dynamic is.” 
Raimbault has never been hazed.
“As a freshmen in university, I had to carry 

the uniform bag once,” he said. “To me, that’s 
not really hazing.”

Exell, as well, has never been subjected to 
an aggressive initiation. 

“I have never been violently victimized,” 
he said. “One time they wanted me to go to 
the bar with them, but that’s pretty much 
it.”

Doing it for the team
Psychologist, hockey player and coach distinguish between hazing and team building techniques

“If anything, players are 
going to trust each other 
less after hazing.” 
- MiKe raiMBaULT, cOach, weSMen BaSKeTBaLL

hazing in hockey can alienate players from a team, not bond them, players and coaches say.

MEaGan MoUnD
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osBorne BrIdge renos 
More THan sTrucTuraL

renovations to the Osborne Bridge 
will see both improvements to the 
structure and artwork by local artist-
architect duo spmb. The winnipeg Free 
Press reported LeD lighting and text 
will be inscribed in the bridge, and 
eight lighted gateways in railings at 
either end of the bridge will represent 
four winnipeg architectural feats. The 
artwork commemorates the power of 
people and place to honour the Broad-
way and Osborne Village communities. 
The bridge’s renovations will cost $18.8 
million, and construction is underway.

WasTe duMped InTo red
city officials have noticed the South 

end water Pollution control centre has 
been dumping 50 to 60 million litres of 
half-treated sewage into the red river 
every day since Oct. 7, the winnipeg 
Free Press reported. Officials say mil-
lions of micro-organisms that digest 
organic waste have mysteriously died, 
resulting in solid waste being sent 
into the red. anyone who comes into 
contact with water from the red river 
should wash their hands, but fish in the 
river remain safe. “The risk to public 
health… is very small” because of the 
time of year, an official said. The city 
has asked for help from waste-water 
experts to solve the problem.

appeaL for rape 
case WanTed

The women’s Legal education and ac-
tion Fund (LeaF) will ask the Manitoba 
court of appeals to uphold the convic-
tion of a man a judge infamously called 
a “clumsy Don Juan.” Justice robert 
Dewar convicted Kenneth rhodes of 
sexual assault in February with no jail 
time. in mid-October, the crown real-
ized Dewar did not properly examine 
some evidence, which would nullify the 
conviction. an appeal is scheduled for 
nov. 30. LeaF claims these facts don’t 
affect the original verdict and it was 
“clear that a sexual assault had oc-
curred.” LeaF aims with this appeal to 
offer “important systemic perspective” 
on how blaming victims and survivors 
of sexual assault can cause issues in 
the court.

provInce, cITy To 
dIscuss rapId TransIT

winnipeg Mayor Sam Katz and Pre-
mier Greg Selinger are ready to talk 
transit. The rapid transit project’s first 
stage should open in april, but the sec-
ond phase that would connect confu-
sion corner to Bison Drive has no fund-
ing agreement behind it. in 2009, the 
provincial and federal governments 
agreed to contribute $63 million each 
to the second phase, but Katz turned 
down the offer to focus on other proj-
ects, including possibly upgrading rapid 
transit to light rail. The provincial nDP 
government has not said how much it 
is willing to contribute this time, but 
“we’re ready to work with them on it,” 
Selinger told the winnipeg Free Press.

poLIce cHIef expLaIns 
HoMIcIdes

a “multi-pronged approached” is 
needed among police to control vio-
lence in the city according to police 
chief Keith Mccaskill. winnipeg has 
seen 34 homicides so far this year, 
matching the record set in 2004. “crime 
in this city, or any other city, can’t be 
eliminated by policing alone. There are 
social issues here,” Mccaskill said. The 
chief said six of this year’s homicides 
are believed to be gang-related and re-
minded the public homicides are rarely 
random. Police continue to investigate 
the latest homicides from last weekend 
that occurred in the exchange District 
and on McPhillips Street.

local 
News Briefs 
compiled by Jon Sorokowski

LISTINGS

CoMMUniTy EVEnTS

Join the hUManiST aSSOciaTiOn OF ManiTOBa for an evening 
of free thinking on Saturday, nov. 12 at canad inns Polo Park, 
1405 St. Matthews ave. The night begins at 6 p.m. at 6:30 p.m. 
why we BeLieVe in GODS, a lecture by anDy ThOMPSOn of the 
Dawkins Foundation for reason and Science, will take place.

The kickoff to Manitoba addictions awareness week happens 
Monday, nov. 14 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the winnipeg art Gal-
lery. Manitoba Partners for addictions awareness will be pre-
senting awards for the top addictions awareness events in 
communities across Manitoba. The Minister of healthy Liv-
ing, youth and Senior and Police chief Maccaskill will speak. 
This is a great way to network and explore agencies involved 
in addictions awareness. a new video contest on gambling 
facts will also be announced. Students welcome. complimen-
tary lunch.

There will be a series of art workshops entitled anyOne can 
PLay wiTh PaPer Mache on Sunday, nov. 13 and Sunday, nov. 
20 from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Forum art centre, 120 
eugenie St. have some fun, get messy and create your own 
unique piñata. all supplies are included. Fee per person is $85. 
To register call 204-235-1069 or email forumart@shaw.ca.

as part of the acclaimed OUTraGe TO acTiOn wOrKShOP 
SerieS, aMneSTy inTernaTiOnaL presents araB SPrinG: reV-
OLUTiOn & riGhTS on wednesday, nov. 16 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
in room 3M63 at the University of winnipeg. all are welcome 
to attend. To register, please contact Lee at 204-960-6286. 
Space is limited.

The Downtown BiZ is presenting a FOrUM On DOwnTOwn 
SaFeTy. have an opinion on safety downtown? here’s a 
forum that hopes to shed light on perceptions versus reality 
of downtown safety. what safety initiatives are taking place 
downtown? what’s missing? hear from speakers engaged in 
the issue of downtown safety. The forum is on Thursday, nov. 
17 at the Lo Pub from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. with a mixer to follow 
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Manitoba crafts Museum and Library features a FeSTiVe arTi-
SanS MarKeT SaLe on nov. 18 from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. at Mani-
toba hydro Place, 360 Portage ave.

The FOrT Garry wOMen’S reSOUrce cenTre hosts inTrO-
DUcTiOn TO MeDiTaTiOn wOrKShOP on Friday, nov. 18 from 10 
a.m. to noon at 1150a waverley. Space is limited. Pre-registra-
tion is required by calling 204-477-1123. This is a women only 
event. no childcare available.

The ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at present an inTerFaiTh cOn-
Ference. Scholars of Judaism, christianity and islam will 
present their views on the topic of Fundamentalism in reli-
gion on Saturday, nov. 19 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Fort 
rouge Leisure and recreation centre, 625 Osborne St. admis-
sion and refreshments are free. email muslimsforpeacewinni-
peg@gmail.com for more information.

arts and cultural industries association of Manitoba presents 
SeLLinG yOUr GraPhic nOVeL workshop is on nov. 19 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Join award-winning graphic novelist GMB chomi-
chuk and five-time Manitoba Book award nominee John Toone 
as they deliver a no-holds-barred look at the comic industry. 
The cost of the workshop is $39.

UnPac hosts a cOMMUniTy wOrKShOP On wOMen anD The 

ManiTOBa BUDGeT on Saturday, nov. 19 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. at the westminster United church. To register or for more 
information contact UnPac at 204-772-7876. all workshops are 
free and lunch will be provided.

The west end cultural centre’s community outreach program 
is getting ready for the return of TUne in. This program is for 
neighbourhood youth to try their hands at drums, guitar or 
electric bass. The wecc provides all of the instruments, pro-
fessional instruction and a healthy snack. The program runs 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the wecc. 
To participate contact the wecc at 783-6918 or email info@
wecc.ca.

on CaMPUS

Join the institute of women & Gender Studies for the launch 
of FiOna Green’S MaTernaL PeDaGOGieS: in anD OUTSiDe 
The cLaSSrOOM, co-edited with Deborah Lea Byrd on Thurs-
day, nov. 10 at 6 p.m. in room 2M70 at the U of w. childcare 
available. call Kim at 786-9921 for more info.

University of winnipeg Politics Students Society, Students of 
Science association and The Uniter present DeBaTe niGhT on 
nov. 10 from 7:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. at Pop’s Soda coffeehouse & 
Gallery, 625 Portage ave. Modeled after the wildly successful 
cBc radio program, The Debaters, the PSS and SOSa are proud 
to present an evening of intellectually stimulating debate as 
well laughs and good times. To sign up or suggest a topic, 
either comment on the event or email us at uofwpolitics@
gmail.com. admission is  $5 ($3 if you bring a canned food 
item for UwSa Food Bank).

The Global college presents SaFewaShinG SPOrT: wOMen, 
SeXUaL haraSSMenT anD aBUSe with special guest speaker 
Sandra Kirby on Friday, nov. 18, 2011 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in 
convocation hall at the the University of winnipeg.

educators and the public are invited to attend a conference 
devoted to understanding how children learn math. The arT 
anD Science OF MaTh eDUcaTiOn cOnFerence takes place on 
Saturday, nov. 19, at the University of winnipeg, convocation 
hall. For further details and to register, visit http://mathstats.
uwinnipeg.ca/mathedconference/. inquiries may be sent to 
mathstats@uwinnipeg.ca.

The UniTer SPeaKer SerieS presents philosopher and author 
JOSePh heaTh on Thursday, nov. 24 at 7:30 p.m. in eckhardt-
Gramatté hall. On the eve of Buy nothing Day 2011, heath will 
deliver a lecture titled The MyTh OF The reBeL cOnSUMer. 
The lecture is based in part on The rebel Sell: why the culture 
can’t Be Jammed, the 2004 book he co-authored with andrew 
Potter. everyone is welcome to attend and admission is free. 
Visit www.uniter.ca/speakers-series.

The UniVerSiTy OF winniPeG STUDenTS’ aSSOciaTiOn wOM-
yn’S cenTre provides a space where womyn can build com-
munity with other womyn. collective meetings currently take 
place on Mondays at 12:30 p.m. at meetings, womyn’s centre 
members plan events and actions, build community, and dis-
cuss feminist and womyn’s issues. all womyn and trans folks 
are welcome to come hang out in the womyn’s centre, ask 
questions, and get involved. The womyn’s centre is located 
in the University of winnipeg’s Bulman centre. Please check 
the door for current office hours. For more information, phone 
204-786-9788 or email womynsctr@theuwsa.ca.

VolUnTEEr oPPorTUniTiES

The UniVerSiTy OF winniPeG STUDenTS’ aSSOciaTiOn wOM-

yn’S cenTre provides a space where womyn can build com-
munity with other womyn. To volunteer phone 204-786-9788 
or email womynsctr@theuwsa.ca.

To volunteer for the UniVerSiTy OF winniPeG STUDenTS’ 
aSSOciaTiOn fill out an application on their website, www.
theuwsa.ca, or grab an application from their office in the Bul-
man centre.

To volunteer for Peer SUPPOrT email uofwpeersupport@
gmail.com, or grab an application from their office (OrM13) or 
from the UwSa.

To volunteer for UwSa FOODBanK email foodbank@theuwsa.
ca, or grab an application from the UwSa.

PLUG in inSTiTUTe OF cOnTeMPOrary arT is looking for 
enthusiastic and reliable volunteers to help in a number of 
different areas of their operations. if you are interested email 
info@plugin.org.

The UniTer, the weekly rag you are holding right now, is look-
ing for contributors. See your words in print or your photos 
and drawings on the page. email aaron at editor@uniter.ca.

cKUw 95.9 FM is seeking volunteers for the music and news 
departments, and as hosts for programs. email ckuw@uwin-
nipeg.ca.

The weST BrOaDway yOUTh OUTreach cenTre is always 
looking for more volunteers to help with a variety of pro-
grams including sports, tutoring and other programs to bene-
fit inner-city youth. call 204-774-0451 or stop by 222 Furby St. 
to offer your skills.

The SPence neiGhBOUrhOOD aSSOciaTiOn is looking for vol-
unteers to help with their programming. interested volunteers 
can download a volunteer application form at spenceneigh-
bourhood.org or call 204-783-5000 for more information.

haBiTaT FOr hUManiTy is looking to assemble an experienced 
team of volunteers to assist with the salvaging and safe 
removal of a wide variety of donated items. For more infor-
mation please call Greg at 204-223-5160 or email gmallett@
habitat.mb.ca.

JUniOr achieVeMenT OF ManiTOBa needs volunteers to 
deliever Ja business programs to classrooms throughout win-
nipeg. Through your time, you will give young Manitobans 
work readiness, entrepreneurship and financial literacy skills 
that will encourage them to stay in school and guide them 
through life. call Kristin at 204-956-6088 to volunteer.

The iMMiGranT anD reFUGee cOMMUniTy OrGaniZaTiOn OF 
ManiTOBa (ircOM) is looking for volunteers. ircOM is a non-
profit organization that operates a five-storey transitional 
housing complex in downtown winnipeg. ircOM is seeking 
enthusiastic, patient individuals to assist youth with home-
work from 4 to 6 p.m., Monday to Fridays. Volunteers will work 
under the supervision of a newly hired ircOM Teacher and 
educational assistant providing drop-in participants with a 
variety of homework assistance. Please contact erin ander-
son, volunteer and communications co-ordinator at 204-943-
8765 ext. 23 or erina@ircom.ca.

The SaLVaTiOn arMy on Logan avenue needs KiTchen heLP-
erS to assist in the preparation and serving of meals at their 
children’s program on Thursdays from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. Please 
call Breanne at 204-946-9490 or email youthworker@mymts.
net.

Students filled the University of winnipeg’s con-
vocation hall on Tuesday, nov. 8, to hear Steph-
ane Dion, the former leader of the Liberal Party of 
canada and member of parliament for St. Laurent-
cartierville, deliver an impassioned speech on dem-
ocratic reform.

in response to several audience questions, Dion 
candidly admitted to his shortcomings as Liberal 
leader, including his inability to convince canadians 
that the 2008 Green Shift, an integral part of the 
Liberal election platform, was both an economically 
and environmentally sustainable policy.

however, the former Liberal cabinet minister and 
author of the clarity act spent most of his time dis-
cussing the reform proposals of the current con-
servative government in the house of commons.

The two conservative reform measures are, first, 
that the number of house of commons seats 
should increase in order to correlate with the prin-
ciple of representation by population and, secondly, 
that the Senate should become an elected body.

in opposition, Dion argued that 30 new MPs is 
unnecessary and incredibly costly, arguing that 
population growth should result in further seats 

and that populations that stagnate or don’t 
increase should receive fewer seats, with a min-
imum threshold when it comes to the number of 
seats in parliament.

he also argued, contrary to Prime Minister Stephen 
harper, that Senate reform should only be done if 
there are constitutional mechanisms that prevent 
an american-style system.

The lecture was part of the U of w politics depart-
ment’s ongoing Visiting Lecturers series.

- ethan cabel

Dylan HEWlETT

Former liberal leader Stephane Dion speaks at the University of Winnipeg
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aNNe ThomaS
BeaT reporTer

As a little-discussed but wide-ranging trade 
deal with Europe nears completion, oppo-
nents are stepping up their campaign to 
warn Canadians about the range of local 
policy-making options their federal and pro-
vincial governments might sign away behind 
closed doors.

On Oct. 20, as the ninth round of nego-
tiations on the Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement wrapped up, federal 
international trade minister Ed Fast very 
briefly summarized the progress made in the 
talks before shifting to promoting the deal’s 
potential benefits.

“Another milestone has been reached 
in Canada-(European Union) trade nego-
tiations, with Canadian and EU officials 
exchanging offers on services and invest-
ment,” he announced.

The same day, a coalition of 80 European 
and Canadian unions, environmental and 
civil society organizations issued a call on 
participating governments.

“We (ask) parliaments to refuse to ratify 
the CETA, and to act in total transparency 
regarding this agreement which is selling off 
our social rights, threatening environmen-
tal regulations and, more generally speaking, 
democracy itself.”

The Canadian Federation of Students 
(CFS) is one of the signatories to the coali-
tion statement. Speaking on behalf of the 
CFS in June, University of Winnipeg stu-
dent David Jacks predicted CETA would 
increase the involvement of private corpora-
tions in post-secondary education.

More recently, the topic came up in a 
tweet that escaped a media briefing Oct. 20, 
before journalists were informed that they 
could not report on what they heard. Althia 
Raj quoted a CETA negotiator:

“‘Health care and education is on the 

table to the extent that it is open for com-
mercial activity,” the EU official was quoted 
as saying. “If it is public service, we respect 
that.”

Unfortunately, the line between what is 
public and private is increasingly blurred, 
said Jacks, quoting the Canadian Associa-
tion of University Teachers.

“The distinction between private and 
public education services is exceedingly dif-
ficult to draw,” they said. “Canada’s universi-
ties and colleges increasingly rely on private 
revenues.”

Jacks added that students across Europe 
are rallying against a plan to standardize 
education across their continent. The plan 
includes new student fees, increased private 
investment and, in most cases, the removal 
of local governments’ ability to set tuition, 

funding and research policies.
CETA opponents have been calling for a 

public debate, and the Council of Canadians 
organized a letter-writing campaign.

“If CETA is signed as it stands, it will pre-
vent local governments from spending local 
tax dollars to build local economic health,” 
said Mary McCandless of the Winnipeg 
chapter of the Council of Canadians.

The group expects CETA to drive up pre-
scription drug costs, threaten farm support 
programs and allow foreign corporations to 
ignore Canadian environmental regulations.

Unlike past free trade deals, under CETA, 
local governments would not be allowed to 
favour local or environmentally responsible 
suppliers or those suppliers creating local 
jobs. Small purchases would be exempt, but 
the group fears restrictions would apply to 

about 80 per cent of the over $100 billion 
spent annually on provincial and municipal 
purchases. 

“We need to use that money to keep our 
communities strong and vibrant,” McCand-
less said.

In June, Manitoba trade minister Peter 
Bjornson responded to the question of going 
public with Manitoba’s CETA offers.

“We have consulted with business and 
with groups that are interested in being at 
the table to represent their concerns and 
interests. We’ve accepted input from groups 
and we’ve accepted letters of support, letters 
of concern, and will continue to do so, but 
as far as the public being directly involved in 
what is put on the table, that would not be 
negotiating in good faith,” he said.

opposition against Canada-Europe trade deal grows

The comprehensive economic and Trade agreement will prevent local governments from spending tax dollars to build local economic health in the community, says Mary 
Mccandless of the winnipeg chapter of the council of canadians.

Dylan HEWlETT

Public debate urged

aNNe ThomaS
BeaT reporTer

Canada’s laws on surrogate motherhood are 
facing criticism after a Canadian surrogate 
mother was left holding a pair of twins when 
the would-be parents changed their minds.

Cathleen Hachey, from Bathurst, N.B., 
was 27 weeks pregnant with twins when the 
British couple expected to take them said 
they no longer could. The two said they had 
separated.

But although some media reports sug-
gested surrogate mothers could be protected 
by legally binding contracts if paid surrogacy 
were legal in Canada, the reality is much 
more complicated.

“It’s quite a complicated area, fertility 
law,” said reproductive law specialist Sara 
Cohen. “Especially since the Supreme Court 
of Canada struck most of the Act. There’s a 
lot of blanks, so you’ll hear many times how 
foggy the whole area is.”

Cohen advises potential surrogate moth-
ers that it is much safer for themselves and 
for the parents to choose a gestational, rather 
than a traditional surrogacy.

A traditional surrogate becomes preg-
nant through artificial insemination, and is 
the baby’s biological mother. In a gestational 
surrogacy, a fertilized egg from the intended 
mother or another donor is implanted in the 
surrogate.

Because surrogate and baby are not genet-
ically related, it creates less uncertainty about 
whom the legal mother will be.

Only four Canadian provinces have laws 
dealing specifically with registration of sur-
rogate births, and none have procedures to 
expedite the process, University of Manitoba 
law professor Karen Busby wrote last year in 
the Canadian Journal of Family Law.

According to Busby, the situation leads 
would-be parents to head for the most 
favourable jurisdiction, expecting surrogate 
mothers to relocate just before giving birth.

While pre-conception contracts for surro-
gates are largely a provincial area, the Fed-
eral Assisted Human Reproduction Act is 
accused of confusing rather than clarifying 
the issue. Under the Act it is illegal to pay 
or be paid for surrogate motherhood, or to 
charge a fee to match would-be parents with 
a surrogate.

Sally Rhoads-Heinrich runs a service in 
Toronto for surrogate mothers and future 
parents of surrogate babies. She said the 
wording of the federal Act is confusing. Peo-
ple think it is illegal to advertise at all, when 

it is only illegal to advertise to pay for sur-
rogacy.

Rhoads-Heinrich said the law is meant 
to prevent men from forcing their wives to 
be surrogates against their will, particularly 
low-income and immigrant women. How-
ever, she doesn’t see that as a real threat. She 
has never seen a recent immigrant become 
a surrogate, and believes it doesn’t happen 
because of stigma.

Research Busby published in the Cana-
dian Journal of Family Law last year sup-
ports Rhoads-Heinrich’s position.

“The profile of surrogate mothers emerg-
ing from the empirical research in the United 
States and

Britain does not support the stereotype of 

poor, single, young, ethnic minority women 
being pressured by family, financial difficul-
ties or other circumstances into something 
they do not want to do,” she wrote.

“Rather, the empirical research establishes 
that surrogate mothers are mature, experi-
enced, stable, self-aware, extroverted non-
conformists who make the initial decision 
that surrogacy is something that they want 
to do.”

Busby believes the federal criminal law 
is too blunt an instrument, and should be 
replaced by provincial regulations.

She recommends paid surrogacy, instead 
of being illegal, be restricted to carefully 
screened women who have already given 
birth to children of their own.

Canada’s federal assisted reproduction law confuses

Fertility law is a complicated area, according to some experts.
Dylan HEWlETT

clear provincial regulations recommended
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Wesmen volleyball teams enter third week of regular season

Sarah reIlly  
volUNTeer STaff

Three weeks into the regular season and the 
Wesmen women’s volleyball team is off to 
its best start in years, and head coach Diane 
Scott thinks it’s going to be a good year for 
her team.

“What makes the team great is that 
everyone is willing to work hard and make 
changes,” she said. “When we’re in the gym, 
we’re all on the same page.”

Scott believes the team improved a lot 
during the pre-season, and was pleased when 
they opened up their regular season with two 
wins on the road against UBC Okanagan.

Fifth-year captain Lauren Sears also 
believes the team has a lot of potential this 
year. The combination of older and younger 
players has worked out well, and made for 
competitive practices, she said.

“We have a few older girls this year,” Sears 
said. “Not everyone is 17 or 18 coming in, 
which helps in terms of experience and what 
they bring to the table.”

Last year, the team finished with six reg-
ular season wins. This year, only four games 
into the season, they’ve already won three 
games.

If the team continues with their winning 
record, it will put them in a good position for 
the playoffs come February.

But the key is to focus on the present, 
Sears said.

“We’re taking it match by match,” she 
said. “We need to find our own consistency 
and worry about our side of the floor. If we 

can take care of that, then things are going to 
go our way.”

On the men’s side, the Wesmen volley-
ball team dominated the pre-season and fin-
ished with a winning record of 5-1. During 
the pre-season, they defeated other CanWest 
teams including the Brandon Bobcats and 
the Regina Cougars.

However, the regular season appears to be 
painting some different numbers.

While the first four regular-season matches 
have been close for the men’s team, their cur-

rent regular-season record sits at 1-3.
Third-year player Matt Stubler com-

mented on the team’s start to the season.
“It has not been the start we were hoping 

for,” he said. “We would have liked to start 
off the year with some more wins.”

Still, Stubler has confidence in his team to 
turn things around.

The team is learning from their mistakes, 
and making good use of their practices, he 
said. They weren’t blown out in the games 
they lost against Brandon and UBC Okano-

gan the last two weekends, and all four reg-
ular-season games have gone to four sets, he 
noted.

“We learned a lot from those losses,” he 
said. “And we will continue to work hard in 
practice to make sure we get the wins.”

The Wesmen volleyball teams will host the 
Calgary Dinos tonight (Thursday, Nov. 10) 
and tomorrow night (Friday, Nov. 11). The 
men start things off at 6 p.m., followed by 
the women at 7:30 p.m.

women off to hot start at 3-1

The wesmen women’s volleyball team has sprung to a quick 3-1 start.
Dylan HEWlETT

International 
News Briefs 
compiled by chloe ross-rogerson

LIBeraLs refuse To voTe on 
unILInguaL audITor-generaL

OTTawa: Bob rae and his Liberal MPs re-
fused to take part in the vote to approve 
Michael Ferguson as canada’s new auditor 
General - a position that requires candi-
dates to be bilingual. Ferguson is not. rae, 
the interim Liberal leader, was furious with 
Prime Minister Stephen harper for mis-
leading him during his consultation over 
the appointment. rae said the process “is 
not a normal vote. it strikes at the heart 
of the canadian identity. Officers of the 
Parliament of canada should be able to 
function in both official languages. That 
is the view of the Liberal Party.” rae has 
consulted constitutional lawyers over the 
matter, the Globe and Mail reported.

greek pM caLLs off 
referenduM, gaIns 
opposITIon supporT

aThenS: Greece Prime Minister George 
Papandreou has managed to withdraw the 
referendum on Greece’s new debt deal with 
europe after gaining support of the coun-
try’s new Democracy Party. Papandreou 
must now await the results of the confi-
dence vote, the new york Times reported. 
Papandreou suggested if he won the confi-
dence vote, he would step aside and let the 
others form a unity government. however, 
the nDP remains suspicious, believing Pa-
pandreou has made compromising deci-
sions in order to hold on to his position of 
power.

TIBeTan nun seTs 
HerseLf afLaMe

china: Qiu Xiang, a 35-year-old Tibetan 
nun, died after setting herself on fire in the 
Sichuan province of china, The Guardian 
reported. The nun is the 11th known Tibetan 
to have set himself or herself on fire this 
year. an investigation has been put into 
motion by the local government to find out 

why Xiang killed herself. The chinese for-
eign ministry said the Dalai Lama - who left 
for india nine years after china took con-
trol of Tibet - should hold the blame for the 
burnings. The Dalai Lama led hundreds of 
monks and nuns in prayer in india this Oc-
tober to mourn the loss of those who have 
taken their lives through self-immolation.

paLesTIne WIns, 
everyone eLse Loses

PaLeSTine: Ban Ki-moon, the Un secre-
tary general, said Palestine’s efforts to join 
the United nations are “not beneficial for 
Palestine and not beneficial for anybody,” 
according to the associated Press. in an in-
terview last week, Ki-moon said if Un agen-
cies have funding cut as a consequence of 
the Palestine bid, it could have an affect on 
millions of people. UneScO, the Un cultural 
agency based in Paris, felt this effect when 
canada and the U.S. cut off its funding after 
the agency approved a Palestinian mem-
bership bid, resulting in an approximate 
loss of one-quarter of their total funding.

poLITIcaL unresT In zIMBaBWe
ZiMBaBwe: Political violence has esca-

lated in Zimbabwe after talks of a possible 
election next year renewed tensions be-
tween President robert Mugabe and Prime 
Minister Morgan Tsvangirai, The Guardian 
reports. Over the last several weeks, po-
lice have disrupted Tsvangirai’s rallies in 
the country’s Matabeleland region, where 
his party won the majority of parliamen-
tary seats in 2008. On nov. 2, police sealed 
Tsvangirai’s offices and fired teargas into 
the building and at bystanders. More than 
200 people died during the 2008 election, 
but violence dwindled after Mugabe and 
Tsvangirai formed a unity government. 
however, Tsvangirai remains critical of 
Mugabe for clinging to power. During a 
meeting this week, Mugabe told Tsvangirai 
that the issue of violence would be dealt 
with, but did not give any further details.
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The University of Winnipeg’s contract academic staff get low 
wages, little respect and no recognition, critics say
amy groeNINg
CampUS BeaT reporTer

Working conditions for the University of 
Winnipeg’s contract academic staff (CAS) 
has faculty members questioning the amount 
of respect university administration has for 
its contract faculty.

CAS, also known as contract faculty staff, 
are hired by the university on a per-course 
basis, according to a collective agreement 
between university administration and the 
University of Winnipeg Faculty Association 
(UWFA).

According to Dr. Robert Menzies, a con-
tract professor in the religion and culture 
department, CAS do not have access to many 
of the facilities and services promised in the 
university’s collective agreement.

Menzies outlined his concerns in a public 
letter sent to several members of university 
administration, including president and vice-
chancellor Lloyd Axworthy.

Menzies’s list of 22 concerns includes: no 
access to phones or voicemail, being required 
to relocate offices four times in three terms, 
access issues in all four office spaces and lim-
ited space for private conferencing with stu-
dents.

Menzies calls administration’s response to 
his letter “the non-responsive response,” say-
ing administration did not address his con-
cerns.

“It’s not as though they are intentionally 
snubbing us. It’s benign neglect,” said Men-
zies. “The contract faculty is invisible.”

According to Menzies, the university is 
putting too many resources into building 
expansions, and programming is suffering 
because of it.

“When we’re trying to educate our stu-
dents, a bright, shiny building doesn’t do any 
good if you don’t have a program to back it 
up,” he said.

According to the UWFA website, CAS at 
the University of Winnipeg are paid $3,975 
per half-course, making them the lowest 
paid in the country. The University of Mani-
toba pays CAS $4,796 per half-course, while 
Brandon University pays CAS $5,101 per half-

course.
Menzies said his concerns do not rest spe-

cifically with salary.
“It’s more about respect. If you’re the low-

est paid in Canada, it’s a similar marker to 
nobody listening to you when you say ‘My 
key doesn’t work and I have no access to com-
puters,’” Menzies said.

David Robinson, associate executive direc-
tor of research and advocacy at the Canadian 
Association of University Teachers (CAUT), 
said contract staff are exploited countrywide.

“By and large, the major increase in (con-
tract staff) has been to essentially pool cheap 
labour that the universities have hired,” Rob-
inson said. “It gives some flexibility, some 
control of the labour force, but ends up hurt-
ing the university in the end.”

The percentage of contract staff in uni-
versities has been steadily growing since the 
1990s, Robinson said.

While there are no concrete statistics on 
this issue, Robinson estimates almost 50 per 
cent of university faculty are now contract 

staff.
With so many temporary professors, stu-

dents are not always able to build relation-
ships with faculty members and may have 
difficulty getting references for further stud-
ies and jobs, said Robinson.

Robinson said CAUT is working on hav-
ing universities increase CAS salaries.

“We want to take away the economic 
incentive of cheap labour,” he said. “There is 
a very talented group of CAS here and they 
should be recognized for what they do.”

In a written statement, UWFA president 
Pauline Pearson said office relocations have 
caused a large number of issues to arise, and 
the UWFA is working with the university to 
resolve them.

“I have been in communication with the 
employer about the new office space for Con-
tract Academic Staff in 3C70 and look for-
ward to a resolution of the issues involving 
this space,” Pearson wrote.

University administration could not com-
ment, as this is a collective bargaining issue.

Dr. robert Menzies, a contract professor at the U of w, has criticized the university for providing him with 
inadequate office space.

MEaGan MoUnD

no policy for tuition refunds, despite students’ demand

maTT preproST
NeWS prodUCTIoN edITor

As Brandon University’s faculty strike entered 
Manitoba history last week - now 30 days and 
counting - increasingly frustrated students 
are demanding their tuition be refunded for 
the class time they’ve missed. 

The Brandon University Students’ Union 
(BUSU) launched a petition, collecting stu-
dent support to demand that BU pay back 
tuition fees for every day professors have 
walked the picket line. 

More than 1,000 students have signed the 
petition so far, BUSU president Deandra 
Tousignant said, noting the goal is to get as 
many 3,000 signatures. 

“The petition is to serve as a sort of pres-
sure” on negotiations, she said. 

“Students are not getting the contact hours 
they paid for. If, in fact, the education of stu-
dents is compromised, they should be reim-
bursed.” 

However, students are unlikely to see 
any sort of refund, even as mediators have 
declared negotiations to be at an “impasse.” 

The Brandon University Faculty Associ-
ation and BU administration have been in 
talks since May 19. The two sides refuse to 
budge regarding wages. 

It’s unclear how much longer the strike 
will last. On Monday, the mediator for the 
strike called for binding arbitration, accord-
ing to a CBC report. 

“The university remains hopeful negotia-
tions will be completed and the issue won’t 
arise,” strike negotiator Grant Mitchell, who 
also serves as BU’s legal counsel, told The 
Uniter last week. 

Mitchell acknowledged the school does 

not have a tuition refund policy in the event 
of a strike. It is unlikely the university will 
draft such a policy once the strike is resolved, 
he added. 

That’s because no school has ever cancelled 
a semester due to a strike, Mitchell said. In 
2008, a BU faculty strike lasted for 17 days. 

In 1997, a strike at York University in 
Ontario lasted 55 days. In 1976, a strike at 
Laval University in Quebec went on for four 
months, he added. 

Accordingly, BU will make accommoda-
tions for students to complete their course-
work and earn their credits, Mitchell said. 

BUSU is currently drafting a back-to-
school policy to help outline how students 
will earn those credits as the semester break 
and the holiday season approaches. 

Part of that policy may include how to deal 
with tuition refunds in the event of future 
strike, Tousignant said.

“It’s something we will advocate for if 

this is something students want,” she said.  
“Students are definitely getting frustrated. 
We’re getting antsy. It’s five weeks until final 
exams.” 

Marissa Dornian, a second-year psychi-
atric nursing student, said BU should have 
originally provided options for students who 
didn’t want to sit through the strike. 

“I wish that we had the option to drop 
the class when the strike happened, get our 
money back and take it a different semester,” 
she said, adding she’s unsure if the strike will 
push her studies back a year. 

The university has done little to ease con-
cerns over the logistics of extending the 
semester because communication has been 
poor, she said. 

“Into the winter, some people have full-
time jobs or travel plans,” she said. “We don’t 
plan for (a strike) and not being able to attend 
class. It’s a big inconvenience.” 

Brandon University students are demanding that BU pay back tuition fees for every day professors have walked 
the picket line.

Dylan HEWlETT

Brandon University strike becomes the longest in Manitoba’s history

TruTH and reconcILIaTIon 
scHoLarsHIps aWarded

angel compton, an indigenous 
studies student, and Priscilla Maud 
were awarded the Truth and recon-
ciliation Scholarships from the Uni-
versity of winnipeg last week. The 
recipients received these scholar-
ships in recognition of their work 
with the Truth and reconciliation 
commission of canada. The rela-
tively new scholarships are $5,000 
each and are given annually. They 
were announced by Dr. Lloyd ax-
worthy at the Truth and reconcili-
ation national event at The Forks 
in 2010. The scholarship also hon-
ours the educational opportunities 
promised to First nations people 
under Treaty One with the Univer-
sity of winnipeg residing on Treaty 
One land.

u of W soccer scores 
WITH aTHLeTes of 
THe MonTH 

Soccer stars Sheri hince and Ken-
ny Sacramento have been named 
the Lea Marc Printing Solutions 
wesmen athletes of the Month 
for October. During an undefeated 
season, hince has been the top 
goal scorer with eight goals in six 
games during the Mcac women’s 
Soccer conference. She has also 
been named Mcac’s women’s Most 
Valuable Player in both the regular 
season and the championship. Sac-
ramento has also had a phenom-
enal season. his numerous awards 
and recognitions include the title 
of MVP for Mcac’s Men’s Soccer 
championship, Mcac Men’s Soccer 
conference top goal scorer with 10 
goals in seven games, as well as 
being Mcac’s fifth male athlete of 
the week.

pIraTes, noses, roMance 
and THe sTarT of THe u 
of W THeaTre season

a man who possesses a strangely 
long nose will be kicking off the 
University of winnipeg’s theatre 
season with Frank Langella’s 
cyrano. This adaptation of edmond 
rostand’s cyrano De Bergerac is 
directed by rick Skene and tells 
the romantic story of cyrano, the 
pirate poet, and his love interest 
roxanne. This version of the clas-
sic play takes a unique approach 
by letting each actor play the role 
of cyrano through the use of long-
nosed masks as a technique to 
convey the many facets of the man. 
The play opens at the Gas Station 
Theatre nov. 22 and will run until 
nov. 26.

u of W and u of M 
parTner up as MeMBers 
of THe ncaIs

The University of winnipeg and 
the University of Manitoba have 
joined forces and have been ac-
cepted to the newberry consor-
tium in american indian Studies 
(ncaiS). Membership status is only 
given to 18 institutions from the 
United States and canada. Member-
ship allows scholars in the fields of 
history and indigenous studies to 
attend annual workshops and con-
ferences. The ncaiS gives its mem-
bers access to resources at the 
Mcnickle center and newberry’s 
extensive and valuable collections 
in american indian and indigenous 
studies. a faculty liaison has been 
appointed for each university, with 
Mary Jane Mccallum being ap-
pointed from the U of w and adele 
Perry from the U of M.

Campus 
News Briefs
compiled by clara Buelow
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adam peTraSh
volUNTeer STaff

It seems like the world today is oversatu-
rated with digital photos.

Some people post untouched photos to 
social media sites, while others use Photo-
shop to edit and manicure that perfect pic-
ture before they post.

Whatever techniques they may use to 
alter the photo, it’s clear that people are 
enthralled with taking pictures of them-
selves. Here I am on my webcam. Eating 
at a restaurant. Brushing my teeth. Making 
ridiculous faces.

I find this trend extremely off-putting.
In 2009, Facebook was accumulating 2.5 

billion new photos a month. At the time 
they were allowing up to 600,000 photos to 
be served a second.

But it’s not the quantity of photos that 
makes me worry, or the way that document-
ing every little piece of our lives ruins our 
memories - no, it’s the public sharing.

Ultimately, I don’t care about people try-
ing to sell themselves as interesting indi-
viduals or as amateur celebrities. That’s not 
what I’m getting at. I’m talking about our 
privacy - which we apparently don’t mind 
giving up.

For example, social media sites, like Face-
book, have their Terms and Conditions 
clause which states that they own your pho-

tos and are free to do with them as they 
please.

The counterargument to this would be, 
“Well just moderate what you post.”

True, but the clause is still unsettling, 
as I’d like to believe that my photos are my 
photos.

And it’s gone even further than that, with 
advances in things like facial recognition 
technology, software that has the ability to 
automatically identify/verify a person from 
digital images.

Alessandro Acquisti from Carnegie Mel-
lon University conducted a proof-of-con-
cept study that involved three different 
experiments.

The first took anonymous photos of 
people from dating sites and successfully 
matched them to their Facebook profile one 
out of ten times.

The second took photos of random peo-
ple from off the street who had been sur-
veyed and successfully matched them to 
their Facebook profile one out of three 
times. They didn’t even have to log in to 
Facebook or friend them to acquire it.

The third took anonymous photos from 
dating sites where the person’s date and 
place of birth were public, and with that 
information they were able to track down 
social security numbers.

They even took it one step further and 
created a smartphone app that would allow 
you to take a photo of someone anonymous 
and have their information sent back to 
you. Scary, right?

Although it’s said that facial recognition 
technology is still limited in its efficiency 
today, I worry about the possibilities it may 
achieve in the future and if the boundaries 
of our privacy will then be redefined.

So I say embrace your photos - but 
think twice before you choose how to share 
them.

Adam Petrash worries too much, but don’t 
we all?

Smile for the camera
a look into the possible ramifications of posting 
photos online

But it’s not the quantity 
of photos that makes me 
worry, or the way that 
documenting every little 
piece of our lives ruins our 
memories - no, it’s the 
public sharing

SeaN perkINS
volUNTeer

You might disagree with him, but that’s 
because Don Cherry says what he means - 
not what he thinks you want to hear.

Except when he’s apologizing for pro-
moting violence, Cherry doesn’t present his 
views publicly in an ill-fated attempt to (re)
gain your approval. He makes the controver-
sial comments he does because he believes in 
them, and is blessed with the enviable skill of 
knowing how to freely speak his mind.

Our fearful leader Stephen Harper, how-
ever, is a career politician who needs your 
vote and mine to keep his job.

I scream, you scream, we all scream for less 
crime, safer streets and a brighter future for 
our children; Harper skates across the ice - 
his helmet of hair untouched by the wind - 

digs in an edge, and suavely remarks, “I’ll be 
tough on crime!”

But Harper doesn’t say he’ll “be tough” 
because he believes he really will reduce 
crime; he says this because the majority of us 
have come to understand that being tough 
on criminals magically cuts down crime 
rates, which means he’ll get a majority gov-
ernment.

So far it’s worked.
But being tough on crime is almost entirely 

counterproductive.
The longer we spend our time and money 

fine-tuning our punitive justice system and 
ignoring the benefits of one that is more 
restorative, the more difficult it will be for 
us to prevent future criminal acts and recid-
ivism.

And although crime in Canada is report-
edly at its lowest level since 1973, most Winni-
peggers I know would agree that violent acts, 

many of which seem to be strongly encour-
aged by an individual’s substance abuse and 
mental illness, are not uncommon enough.

So why do we fool ourselves? Why do we 
let ourselves be fooled?

In part, it’s nothing more than pure, 
unadulterated outrage - the outrage of being 
victimized. And no politician is going to 
ignore what the people are outraged by. No 
journalist is either, which is why any time a 
politician puts more police officers on city 
streets than social workers in rural commu-
nities, he or she is treated to a smiley self-por-
trait in the local news section of most main-
stream newspapers (not just the openly con-
servative ones).

But now that we’re willing to look forward 
to tomorrow, the important thing is that an 
aggressive response to crime is no less nat-
ural than dropping the gloves in a game of 
hockey: it achieves nothing more than get-

ting the crowd riled up.
Nobody wins in this game but the poli-

ticians.
The time to develop a true sense of com-

munity where you live and with the people 
you know is now.

Get to know your neighbours, and be will-
ing to be a good role model for young peo-
ple.

Be able to admit when you’ve done 
wrong.

Take responsibility for your actions and 
say thank you to those who have the courage 
to believe in justice instead of fearing it.

And most important of all, ask yourself, 
“What is restorative justice?”

Sean Perkins is a Winnipeg musician and 
man about town. Restorative Justice Week 
2011 takes place Canada-wide November 13 
to 20.

Tough but not effective
why we need to look to a system of restorative justice

 

Acupuncture | Diploma

Believe in a connection?

The first program of its kind in western 
Canada to receive full government 

approval, Grant MacEwan University’s 
Acupuncture program reflects the highest 

standards of competency and practice.

Three years of comprehensive study in 
acupuncture and Traditional Chinese 
Medicine prepares you to become a 

Registered Acupuncturist.

Heal mind, body and spirit.

www.MacEwan.ca/acupuncture

HAVE YOU
GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?
SEND YOUR LETTERS TO  
EDITOR@UNITER.CA

cORRecTIOn:

The cover of the nov. 3 issue of The Uniter misidentified visual artist william Kurelek as  
walter Kurelek.
we regret the error.

WANTED
Writers / Photographers / Illustrators / Proofreaders

Want to see your article, photo or illustration in this space instead of this ad? 

We're always looking for more people to contribute to The Uniter.

No experience? That's all right. We'll provide training.

E-mail editor@uniter.ca to get involved.
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kaTerINa TeffT
volUNTeer STaff

Manitoba’s Employment and Income Assis-
tance (EIA) program is often criticized, and 
rightfully so.

Because EIA recipients must meet a host 
of requirements in order to be approved for 
income assistance, an extensive team of social 
workers and bureaucrats must be employed 
to monitor the system, which is costly, unnec-
essary and inefficient.  

EIA is also ineffective as a safety net for 
low-income households because it does not 
provide sufficient income assistance for recip-
ients to have all their basic needs met.  

Additionally, recipients are often immedi-
ately cut off from assistance when they find 
employment, even if it will take some time 
yet for them to become self-sufficient; they 
are also often cut off from assistance because 
they have chosen to go back to school and 
have stopped constantly searching for 
employment.

It is demeaning and demoralizing that our 
system treats low-income individuals with 
constant suspicion and keeps them in a state 
of uncertainty regarding their finances while 
studies show that the vast majority of income 
assistance recipients spend their money on 
the basics like food, clothing and rent, with 
instances of welfare fraud being rare.

Clearly, Manitoba’s EIA program is in 
need of drastic restructuring.

However, there is a viable alternative to 
this system.

In fact, a little-known Manitoban exper-
iment in the 1970s demonstrated that the 
solution to the social assistance dilemma is 
remarkably simple.

It’s called a basic income guarantee, a sys-
tem in which a minimum annual income is 

set for all citizens, and if an individual does 
not earn that minimum annual income, the 
difference is supplemented by the govern-
ment, no questions asked.  

Factors like employment or marital status 
are not considered; the system is open to any-
one. Those of the right wing may balk at the 
idea of redistributing tax dollars to the poor 
with no strings attached, but the social bene-
fits of such a policy would be profound.

From 1974 to 1979, the town of Dauphin, 
Man. participated in a basic annual income 
experiment funded by the NDP government 
provincially and Trudeau’s Liberals at the fed-
eral level.

The project was called “Mincome,” and in 
the town of about 10,000 residents, roughly 
1,000 residents received income assistance 
during the experiment.

The minimum annual income was set at 
approximately $18,000 in today’s dollars. The 
goal of the experiment was to determine the 
social consequences of a basic income guar-
antee; specifically, to determine whether it 
would mean recipients would stop working.

Researchers found that only two demo-
graphics worked slightly less: single moth-
ers, who were able to spend more time at 
home with their babies, and teenagers who 
were under less pressure to support their fam-
ilies and as a result spent more time in school, 
graduating more frequently.

Another positive effect of the Mincome 
project was that during those four years, hos-
pital visits in Dauphin decreased by 8.5 per 
cent.

This is not surprising given the direct cor-
relation between poverty and illness.

Fewer people were seeking medical atten-
tion for work-related injuries, domestic vio-
lence and mental health issues. An 8.5 per-
cent decrease in hospital visits throughout 
Canada would save the federal government 
approximately $4 billion annually.

Unfortunately, the experiment was not 
expanded into province-wide legislation, due 
to an upcoming election and a fear of losing 
votes.

In Manitoba, a basic income guarantee 
would benefit the First Nations community, 
whose members comprise a disproportionate 
percentage of the population living in pov-
erty.

For example, in the Lord Selkirk neigh-

bourhood of Winnipeg, where two thirds of 
residents are aboriginal, 68 per cent of the 
population lives below the poverty line. More 
than a third of residents are nine years old or 
younger.

A basic income guarantee would free the 
First Nations community from the cycle 
of poverty and, despite right-wing rhetoric 
that would have the public believe that bet-
ter social security results in less workers and 
more laziness, this efficient and effective sys-
tem would give low-income individuals the 
opportunity to one day achieve self-suffi-
ciency and economic independence.

No one should ever have to choose between 
paying rent and buying groceries.

Canada is a country of plenty and the 
fact that 12,5000 Manitobans as well as 1 in 
5 Manitoban children still live in poverty is 
unacceptable.

That’s why with a newly elected NDP 
majority poised to make real change, it’s time 
for our provincial government to put people 
before politics and introduce universal basic 
income guarantee legislation in Manitoba.

Katerina Tefft is a politics student at the Uni-
versity of Winnipeg.

Do you promise?
Basic income guarantee could solve our social assistance woes

MiGUEl MCkEnna

A little known Manitoban 
experiment in the 1970s 
demonstrated that the 
solution to the social 
assistance dilemma is 
remarkably simple

CarSoN hammoNd
volUNTeer STaff

What should free speech in a democratic 
country look like?

The answer to this question seems to be as 
slippery and elusive now as ever. Some argue 
that free speech - by virtue of it being truly 
“free” - needs to have zero restrictions.

Others insist that under some circum-
stances, legally enforced limitations should 
be placed on said freedom.

Many of us - probably most of us - are at 
least a little bit torn.

Now, because of a Saskatchewan man’s 
controversial actions, the Supreme Court of 
Canada is preparing to weigh in on the issue. 
The outcome could potentially alter our legal 
definition of what constitutes hate speech.

Back in 2001 and 2002, Bill Whatcott 
raised eyebrows when he began publicly 
handing out pamphlets explicitly condemn-
ing the morality of homosexuals in Regina 
and Saskatoon.

Not surprisingly, Whatcott’s actions soon 
resulted in a backlash from some individuals 
who had witnessed his campaign.

The matter was brought to the Saskatch-
ewan Human Rights Commission (SHRC), 
which, as a section of the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission (CHRH), describes itself 
as “an independent body established by Parlia-
ment ... (that) carries out its mandate at arms-
length from the Government of Canada.”

In 2005, the SHRC ordered Whatcott to 
pay $17,500 to the four individuals who had 
filed complaints for reason of “injury to dig-
nity.”

Last year, a Saskatchewan appeals court 
overturned the order, and since then the 
Supreme Court has agreed to hear the case.

Whatcott remains decidedly unapologetic 
for his actions, having handed out thousands 
of additional anti-gay pamphlets in Ottawa 
this past October.

“Putting out an opinion is not hate,” he 
asserts.

The ruling on Whatcott’s case will be cru-
cial in legally defining future limitations to 
free speech.

On the one hand, increased censorship 
can be seen as a threat to free speech and true 
democracy.

It’s not uncommon to hear the argument 
that “freedom of speech comes with respon-
sibility,” yet many promoters of absolute free-
dom of speech suggest that “responsibility” 
should not be demanded by law.

On the other hand, Whatcott’s campaign 
is obviously targeting a specific group, exhib-
iting - it’s safe to say - extreme bigotry and 
unreasonable prejudice.

As with all constitutional decisions a 
choice must ultimately be made between 
restriction of some form of liberty for equali-
ty’s sake, and unrestrained liberty, equality be 
damned.

So what to choose?
Let’s face it: hate exists. We as a society 

would have to be willing to pretty severely 
restrict liberty in order to illegalize all overtly 
hateful behaviour.

We cannot and should not attempt to 
legally punish Whatcott for his opinions, 
despite their obvious hateful nature.

In personal response to Whatcott’s above 
quoted statement, however, I must disagree: 
putting out an opinion can be hateful.

Let’s remember that Whatcott’s campaign 
is not against gay marriage, or any specific 
legal policies, but simply being a homosex-
ual.

Aside from some stubborn heterosexuals 
who, in all their hetero-wisdom, insist that 
sexual orientation is a conscious choice, most 
people agree that we are born with our sexual 
orientations predetermined.

Therefore, Whatcott is morally condemn-
ing a group by virtue of being who they nat-
urally are. Is this any different from distribut-

ing fliers that morally decry a specific racial 
or ethnic group?

Organizations that openly hate or criti-
cize specific demographics certainly legally 
exist in Canada, yet their opinions are gen-
erally confined to private locations. However, 
when such opinions are actively spread and 
brought directly to the public, an important 
line is definitely being crossed.

It’s hard to prove whether or not What-
cott’s campaign is an example of “inciting 
hatred against an identifiable group” (Can-
ada’s definition of hate speech), but we will 
soon hear what the Supreme Court has to say 
on the matter.

Let’s all hope that whatever the outcome, 
we strike the right balance between opposing 
hatred and maintaining liberty.

Carson Hammond is a second-year English 
student.

i’m gonna say it
Free speech: to be or not to be?

ayaME UlriCH
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dUNja kovaCevIC
volUNTeer STaff

Well, it’s that time again. We’re hurtling 
towards the year’s end at breakneck speed and, 
according to the doomsayers, the apocalypse.

Yes, the time has come to gather your prized 
possessions, call in any last minute favours and 
most importantly, pick what album you want 
playing when the mushroom cloud hits and 
the floodwaters set forth.

You might choose Metal Meets, the dreamy 
third release from Toronto’s super special sep-
tet, Ohbijou. We wouldn’t blame you. On 
the new album, Casey Mejica’s otherworldly 
vocals are paired with swirling reverbs and 
dizzying new heights of pop orchestration; 
enough to make you forget the end is nigh.

Initially, it may seem like a departure from 
their signature sound, but Mejica believes it to 
be “the most logical step for (their) sound.”

And, two whole years and a lot of growth 
have come to pass since their last record, Bea-
cons. Mejica attributes the overall maturation 
to wisdom gained on the road and in those 
suspended blocks of time spent in transcon-
tinental flight.

“We were very much located in a certain 
geography in Toronto,” Mejica says. But, 
eventually “our lives started to splinter from 
those places and that geography.”

These splinters run through the album, 
which reads like a travel diary rife with mus-
ings on the meaning of time and place on 
identity.

The singer/guitarist noticed a pattern.
“In (my) travels, and in (my) experience 

mentoring young Filipino girls, there is this 
common theme of always feeling in between 
and not knowing where home was.”

Mejica drew inspiration from both get-

aways close to home (Niagara) and legendary, 
far off places.

Sligo is named for an Irish county-town 
which offered an incredible mythological 
story.

“(I) love it when places come with stories or 
create an environment to create stories.”

However, not all memories from the tour 
vault are whimsical or lighthearted.

“We went to Japan and played a show in 
this town Sendai,” says Mejica. When the tsu-
nami hit, it was one of the first towns to be 
swept away.

The gang took to the wild to pen tracks for 
the album, by renting a cabin out in Dyer’s 
Bay, Ont.

“It’s that proverbial band story where bands 
go away and the boys grow beards.”

They also got a little help from Jace Lasek 
(Besnard Lakes), with whom they recorded at 
Breakglass studios in Montreal.

Mejica describes the experience as “this 
crazy juxtaposition.” They had a great time 
recording, but describe their album as “kind 
of moody.”

The album title, Metal Meets, came about 
as Mejica was trying to find a way to articu-
late relationships.

“We’re really proud of this record and want 
to share it,” Mejica says.

So put it on, watch the world burn, and let 
the steady thump of the bass - like a telltale 
heart - assure you that it will all probably work 
out, maybe.

 See Ohbijou perform at the west end cultural cen-
tre on Saturday, nov. 12
 Doors at 7:15 p.m., show at 8 p.m.
 Tickets are $12 at the wecc, Ticketmaster, Music 
Trader and the Folk Festival Music Store or $15 at the 
door
 Visit www.ohbijou.com

From shining beacons to meeting metal

the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the Helsinki fashion blog www.
hel-looks.com. each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual expression 
and celebrate that you are really, really good looking.

STEPHEn kUrz & ValErija kUzEMa

aimee
“My personal 

spirituality inspires me, 
which is just me!” 

Ohbijou return to winnipeg with another dreamy disc

Stand and deliver: The members of Montreal’s Ohbijou.
SUPPliED

 The Uniter needs your help. Go to page 20 to find out more.    
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Toronto’s Peter Katz hasn’t even turned 30 
yet, but the Ryerson grad has already received 
the CBC Galaxie Rising Star award, won the 
Grand Prize at Toronto’s IndieWeek and has 
been nominated for the COCA Emerging 
Artist of the Year Award and the Emerging 

Artist of the Year at the Canadian Folk Music 
Awards.

“The amount of energy and effort people 
give to come to my performance and listen 
to my music makes me want to play and do 
the best performance that I can - that’s what 
I’m in it for,” says Katz, 29.

His passion is obvious on his latest album, 
the CD/DVD release Peter Katz and Friends 
LIVE at the Music Gallery.

Now on his eighth tour, Katz has played 
countless shows (about 150 a year), yet the 
artist is both grateful and humble.

“I make sure I don’t forget how lucky I 
am to do this,” he says. “It doesn’t take much 
to remind me. Being on sftage is never diffi-
cult, it’s a joy having people come to listen to 
me. That’s what it’s all about. Even though I 
play hundreds of shows every year it never 
gets old.”

His mix of acoustic and folk music blends 
well on his new live album. As a performer 

he offers the audience a feel for who he is.
“The stories, the talking, it’s more of a 

holistic sense of who I am and what I am 
about,” says Katz. “It’s a deeper way of get-
ting to know the music and what my shows 
are like.”

His music is quite moving, giving a sense 
of the world as being both beautiful and ter-
rifying at the same time.

There is always a constant struggle, and 
in that struggle he sings about growth, life, 
rebirth and death.

First of the Last to Know talks about self-
realization, while The Fence is a heart-
wrenching song about what the last thoughts 
of Matthew Sheppard, the young victim of a 
hate crime in 1998, may have been.

“I tend to write about whatever hits me as 
I am walking through the world,” he says.

It is this passion for humanity, the creative 
process and moving the listener to honest 
emotion that allows Katz to create a magical 
connection with the audience.

“There is no greater feeling in the world 
because you made something out of nothing 
and something exists now and you can hold 
it in your hand and you feel like, ‘Oh wow, 
this is a song I made and it will last for all 
time, whether people listen to it or not.’ It’s 
a magical feeling ... and people connect with 
it really intensely. It’s worth going through 
that process.”

See Peter Katz- perform at the west end cultural 
centre’s acU hall on wednesday, nov. 16
Ben wytinck also performs
Doors at 7:15 p.m., show at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $10 and are available at the wecc, 
Music Trader, Ticketmaster and the winnipeg Folk 
Festival Music Store
Visit www.peterkatz.com

no relation to Sam: Toronto singer-songwriter Peter Katz performs in winnipeg on nov. 16.
SUPPliED

Toronto troubadour Peter Katz sings his songs just for you

“I make sure I don’t forget 
how lucky I am to do this. It 
doesn’t take much to remind 
me.” 
- PeTer KaTZ

 The Uniter needs your help. Go to page 20 to find out more.    
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THURSDAY, NOV. 10

BiG SUGar is back and is playing a concert at the Burton 
cummings Theatre.

Seductive songstress Sarah SLean plays the west end cul-
tural centre.

SLOw Dance plays the Zoo.

The ManiTOBa BLUeS SOcieTy inc annUaL BirThDay BaSh 
is at the windsor hotel featuring the DeanO Dean BanD, 
cLaire BeSTLanD and D.B. BLUeS TriO.

There will be a memorial fundraiser in honour of eDwarD 
“eDDie” anDerSOn and a benefit for his son KaiDen at the 
Pyramid cabaret with waB Kinew, JJ LaVaLee, FOreiGn 
OBJeKTZ and MOSQUiTO UniTy.

ScOOTS McTaViSh plays Shannon’s.

JaZZ Machine ii appears at aqua Books featuring The cUr-
TiS nOwOSaD QUarTeT interpreting Bob Marley’s exodus.

The UwSa LGBT* centre presents hOMO hOP XViii - The MaS-
QUeeraDe BaLL at the U of w’s Bulman MPr featuring DJ 
Fleur & DJ ryan G.

FRIDAY, NOV. 11

Local surf-rockers The LOneLy VULcanS release their sec-
ond album Vulcan cesspool at the Times change(d) high 
and Lonesome club with ThiS hiSSeS opening.

The must-see live act of the fall The weBer BrOTherS are 
performing at the Park Theatre this Friday.

Psych-metal warriors ShOOTinG GUnS play negative Space 
with local acts ScaB SMOKer, wODwOS and The GUnneSS.

rock ‘n’ roll party time with The UPSiDeS & The ThraSherS 
at the cavern.

Stoner-rock act SOriTeS ParaDOX plays the Standard with 

MOre Than a hanD and DeaD ranch.

11/11/11 - a special date for a special show with SMOKy TiGer, 
The ManiTOBanDiTS, FranKLin and The TUrTLeS at Pop 
Soda’s coffeehouse & Gallery.

iriDeScenT BUG and PheOBe Man along with JOhn hUDSOn, 
JeFF PreSSLaFF and aMir aMiri are all playing at the west 
end cultural centre.

rock act eLecTric DynaMTie plays the King’s head Pub & 
eatery.

reaDyMiX is hosting a ‘90s dance party at Ozzy’s.

The cyrk’s 5Th anniVerSary eXTraVaGanZa features DeM-
eTra, MaMa cUTSwOrTh, ann VrienD and nereO.

Friday night Metal at the Zoo with aBySMaL Dawn, DaMaS-
cUS, LaST chance TO reaSOn and OBScUra.

Berlin Techno artist DanieL STeinBerG performs at the Pyr-
amid cabaret with SySTeM XV.

highway 75 Blues & Sports Bar hosts The KaThy KenneDy 
BLUeS BanD.

DUST rhinOS play Shannon’s.

SATURDAY, NOV. 12

Toronto folk-rock act OhBiJOU returns to the west end cul-
tural centre with SnOwBLinK.

Urbnet hip-hop artist D-SiSiVe hits the Lo Pub.

Look out for BaSS aTTacK featuring MaT The aLien and 
SaMPLeS at the Garrick centre.

Stoner-metalheads ShOOTinG GUnS are doing a special in-
store performance at into the Music at 2 p.m.

The DriVinG wheeL plays the cavern.

cOOKie anD cOrnDOG plus some very special guests are at 

the Times change(d) high and Lonesome club.

a TriBUTe TO BOB DyLan by The GLenn BUhr’S BrOKen 
SOnGS BanD is at the asper centre at 8 p.m. as part of the 
second annual Tarbut: Festival of Jewish culture.

Local folk act reD MOOn rOaD appears at aqua Books.

STeVe KeyS and The SPace TrannyS play Shannon’s.

The DriVinG wheeL plays the cavern.

SUNDAY, NOV. 13

Fans of big band music can check out FOr DancerS OnLy at 
the winnipeg art Gallery at 2 p.m.

all The KinG’S Men play their weekly gig at the King’s head 
Pub.

BiG DaVe McLean’S blues jam is at the Times change(d) 
high and Lonesome club.

The haPPiLy DySFUncTiOnaL, a documentary on the Tran-
sistor 66 music label will be showing along with label artists 
The crOOKeD BrOTherS and The ViBraTinG BeDS for a free 
show at 6:30 p.m. at the Park Theatre.

MONDAY, NOV. 14

The much-hyped TUne-yarDS play the west end cultural 
centre.

For a roots-stompin’ good time check out Larry anD hiS 
FLaSK at the Pyramid cabaret with SchOMBerG Fair.

The MacLean BrOTherS play the royal George.

TUESDAY, NOV. 15

Ghost Town, Manitoba presents Toronto’s One hUnDreD 
DOLLarS with local acts cheerinG FOr The BaD GUy and 
aDrien SaLa at Pop Soda’s coffeehouse & Gallery.

JiLL BarBer performs at the waG.

The PainT MOVeMenT plays the Lo Pub with opener act SiT-
DOwnTracy.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 16

Folk-rock act FOreST ciTy LOVerS are at the Lo Pub with OX, 
TOM Keenan and aL TUcK.

acclaimed folk artist PeTer KaTZ plays the west end cul-
tural centre.

new MUSic weDneSDayS at Ozzy’s features waTerFrOnT 
DriVe this week.

For once The Once plays the Folk exchange.

Metal Mayhem with MayheM, aBiGaiL wiLLiaMS, haTe and 
KeeP OF KaLeSSin at the Zoo.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sound artists JeFFrey aLLPOrT and TiM OLiVe perform at 
aceartinc. on Thursday, nov. 17 with local sound artist cryS 
cOLe.

The St. John’s six-piece hey rOSeTTa are playing the Garrick 
centre on nov. 17.

it’s gonna be a weird one with The GirTh, The UnBeLieV-
aBLe BarGainS and J.r. hiLL at The Standard on Friday, 
nov. 18.

chaD VanGaaLen is playing with nO GOLD at the west end 
cultural centre on nov. 18.

rudeboys get ready, Ska act The BeaTDOwn are coming 
back to town at Shannon’s irish Pub on nov. 18.

hip-hop artist iSMaiLa aLFa is performing at the Folk 
exchange on nov. 18.

cannOn BrOS. long-awaited album release for Firecracker/
cloudglow is on Saturday, nov. 19 at the Lo Pub with friends 
ShOTGUn JiMMie and ScOTch+TaPe.

indie-rock act arKeLLS plays the Pyramid cabaret with San 
SeBaSTian on Saturday, nov. 19.

Manitoba roots trio SweeT aLiBi releases their self-titled 
debut album at the Park Theatre on Sunday, nov. 20.

c.r. aVery & wiL play the wecc on Friday, nov. 25.

The haTcher/BriGGS BanD play both kinds of music at the 
Pyramid cabaret on Saturday, nov. 26.

Stoner-rocker gods KyUSS are playing the Garrick centre on 
Tuesday, nov. 29.

The soulful winnipeg expat MaiKO waTSOn performs at the 
wecc on Friday, Dec. 2.

BOTh LeGS BrOKen are filming a video and they want you to 
come! it’s at the cavern on Saturday, Dec. 3.

The aMaZinG KreSKin attempts to read our thoughts and 
blow our minds on Tuesday, Dec. 13 at the wecc.

The MaGniFicenT 7S’s lon-awaited album release is finally 
happening on Thursday, Dec. 15 at the wecc.

FreD Penner does another rowdy show for adults that just 
want to be kids on Friday, Dec. 16 at the wecc.

ex-can frontman DaMO SUZUKi is coming back to winnipeg! 
But you’ll have to wait until March 22. he’ll be performing 
until your mind is goo at the wecc.

TUNE-YARDS
Just like Daniel Johnston did in the ‘80s, New England-born 
Merrill Garbus recorded an album on a handheld tape recorder 
and released it herself in 2009 on recycled cassettes.

That record, Bird-Brains, was re-released later that summer 
on 4AD records and went on to help introduce a mass audi-
ence to the sounds of tUnE-yArDs.

This project is anything but mainstream, as this year’s w h 
o k i l l  is a lo-fi masterpiece, with horns, ukulele and more 
unsettling sounds that somehow work here.

In a live setting, Garbus loops vocals and other parts to cre-
ate all sorts of strange sound collages, all while playing vari-
ous instruments, though she is backed by a competent team of 
musicians, including a horn section, that help make up tUnE-
yArDs live.

To get that truly hands-on experience, you’ll want to follow 
Garbus on Twitter - @tuneyards - as she spouts out bits of wis-
dom from this insane tour.

Or, check out the video she just directed for the newest sin-
gle Gangsta - it makes you feel like you’re watching bonus fea-
tures from Sonic Youth’s Corporate Ghost video collection (in 
a good way).

If you’re a fan of Deerhoof, Beirut or anyone else new, excit-
ing and boundary-pushing, then you likely already have tick-
ets to tUnE-yArDs, who play the West End Cultural Centre 
Monday, Nov 14 at 8 p.m. with Montreal band Pat Jordache.

If you don’t have tickets yet, they’re a steal at $12 and are 
available at the WECC or Ticketmaster.

Visit www.tune-yards.com.
- niCHolaS FriESEn

THE WEBER BROTHERS
For a long time now, the Weber Brothers have been 
gaining attention as members of Ronnie Hawkins’s 
band, the Hawks. But Sam and Ryan Weber, joined 
these days by Shai Peer and Emmet VanEtten, are a hell 
of a live act on their own.

Not quite a throwback, but definitely a love letter to 
‘50s country rock and everything since, the band’s last 
record, the two-disc Left Right Left Right was an incred-
ibly ambitious and diverse offering.

From the beautiful splendour of I Remember Every-
thing and I Don’t Belong to Anyone, to the redneck rab-
ble of What’s the Matter with You, the Webers had 
almost re-invented themselves.

Now, the seventh release in a decade from these 
traveling salesmen of rock (they criss-cross Canada, the 
States and Europe more than most people change their 
underpants) is chock-full of 13 tunes to satisfy, and takes 
its name from the group’s slogan Baddest Band in the 
Land.

Check out the Winnipeg release show at the Park 
Theatre on Friday, Nov. 11. Tickets are $15 in advance 
and $19 at the door and available at the Park Theatre, 
Into the Music and Music Trader.

Not enough for you? Check out the Weber Broth-
ers with another set of brothers, the Ericksons, as Attica 
Riots opens the night.

Visit www.weberbrothers.com.
- niCHolaS FriESEn

THE JEzABELS
“Going to Canada for the first time, we did notice some 
similarities to Australia,” Jezebels pianist Heather Shan-
non says. “The people are a little bit similar and we got 
a really amazing response to our music. It’s very excit-
ing.”

Formed as an open mic duo in 2006, Shannon and 
vocalist Hayley Mary expanded to an acoustic three-
piece with guitarist Samuel Lockwood and eventually 
landed on the slightly louder, significantly more rock 
‘n’ roll foursome they make today with drummer Nik 
Kaloper.

As the band established its sound and melded its 
skills, an instant full-length album release could have 
been a given, but the band chose to go the EP route - 
times three.

“After the first EP, we thought it would be an inter-
esting idea to do three and group them together as sort 
of works in progress,” Shannon explains.

“It was good for our songwriting, so when the full-
length came around, we felt more confident in what we 
were doing. Looking back, I am really glad we decided 
to do it. There is no rush, as everyone seems to think.”

Despite the fact that most bands might burn out 
after three EPs, the Jezebels did ultimately release an LP 
entitled Prisoner this past September.

The band makes its return to Winnipeg and plays 
the Garrick Centre on Thursday, Nov. 17 with Cana-
dian indie rockers Hey Rosetta! starting things off at 8 
p.m. Grab your tickets for $28.75 a piece through Tick-
etmaster while you still can.

Visit www.thejezabels.com.
- PaMEla roz

vIsIT unITeR.ca/lIsTIngs fOR mORe Of whaT’s happenIng
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derek loeWeN
volUNTeer STaff

Current Swell vocalist/guitarist Dave Lang viv-
idly remembers the shock that came with mov-
ing from Alberta to B.C. at 18. 

“You’re nailed with this (lifestyle) ... every day 
we were going out on missions, we were surfing, 
we were consumed with the B.C. way of life.” 

The band’s first album, 2005’s So I Say heav-
ily reflects the fun that goes along with being 
young in B.C.  

The band’s lineup has stayed pretty constant 
since its formation a year prior to that release. 
Lang is joined by Scott Stanton on lead guitar, 
lap slide and vocals, Chris Peterson on drums/
vocals while their old pal Ghosty replaced the 
original bassist a while back.

Originally an excuse for friends to get together 
and jam, the band soon progressed into a well-
structured entity that has played with the likes of 
The Beach Boys and Xavier Rudd. 

“It all happened around us before we realized 

it, and then all of sudden people said we needed 
a name because we were going to open for them,” 
Lang says. “It was a funny way to start.”

Within the organic roots sound that is fea-
tured in the band’s third release Protect Your 
Own, there is a distinct blues vibe that personi-
fies enjoyment, something Lang says is essential 
to their live music. 

“On stage I’ve been having so much fun. 
We’re having these moments where we’ll just call 
songs on the fly. We’re becoming really comfort-
able as a band.”

The relationship between live music and 
recorded music is a very interesting one for Cur-
rent Swell. Most bands have trouble adapting 
their recorded material for the stage, but Cur-
rent Swell is reversed in a sense. 

“I think we’re a live band,” Lang says. “That’s 
where people respond to us. We’re trying to re-
create some of these experiences on record.”

Current Swell will certainly be trying to create 
more of these experiences when they set out on 
another Canadian tour to support the release of 
their fourth and newest LP Long Time Ago. 

As fun as Canadian touring is for the band, 
they plan on expanding their horizons with the 
use of the Internet. 

“On Facebook the other day, we asked some 
Brazilian fans which cities we should play in if 
we come down and tour,” he says. “Unexpect-
edly, we ended up getting seven replies. We’ll 
probably be heading there in March.”

 See current Swell at the Pyramid on Sunday, nov. 13
 Tickets are $8 at the door
 Visit www.currentswell.com

Victoria band making big waves, 
but not letting their heads swell

chilling out at home: B.c.’s current Swell.
SHanE DErinGEr

deMeTra
Lone Migration
head in the Sand

Produced by local go-to guy Matt Peters, Demetra 
Penner’s Lone Migration is a beautiful little album. i am 
written is the perfect tune to have on repeat while on a 
cold beach in October, while Forgiving Field showcases 
Penner’s gentle vocals. The disc is sparse, yet somehow 
lush, with instrumentation that is thick but subtle. Tiny 
acoustic guitars, pianos, organs and ukuleles adorn the 
record, all peppered with this local vet’s trademark ghostly call (think a sweeter Basia 
Bulat). at first listen, one could argue that what this disc is lacking is diversity, but once 
the layers are peeled away, the listener can hear how much is actually going on. album 
closer hold Me close is a lullaby to your newborn as much as it’s a song for the lovers, 
making this an incredibly satisfying and dreamy little disc.

- nicholas Friesen

adaLIne
Modern romantics
light organ records

i first heard adaline’s sweet little voice on a couple of tunes 
on last year’s Light Organ records christmas compila-
tion, and hers was a standout. imagine my surprise when 
i received this, her second disc, and found that it was 
produced by canrock/pop genius hawksley workman (who 
also provided much of the instrumentation). rebels of Love 
could be a workman B-side, but adaline delivers a sneaky hit with it, easily announcing 
her arrival as an important voice in pop. Say Goodbye (i won’t even) is a moody little tune, 
while Lovers collide is the anti-pop hit. what could easily be tossed off as as a Jakalope 
sound-alike, adaline is anything but - especially on the catchy-as-fuck Stereo. album closer 
heartache is a simple piano tune and a beautiful way to end this record. This is a strong 
sophomore release from a crucial new voice.

- nicholas Friesen

MarIa In THe sHoWer
The hidden Sayings Of Maria in The Shower
Independent

They say they’re Vancouver’s legendary folk cabaret band 
- and after one spin i believe them. Drawing influences 
from gypsy, Latin, old-time, rockabilly and beyond the 
album is an energetic mash of musical cultures. Don’t 
Build a wall ‘round the Graveyard showcases the blend of 
styles most successfully. She rises will leave you wishing 
you took Latin dance lessons, whereas Mostly in The Dark sounds like a folk-rock polka 
and Tomorrow’s Song plays like a classic off Tom wait’s rain Dogs. The only downfall is 
the album’s lack of cohesiveness. This is evident with the transition of the traditional folk 
sound of Old Joseph Brady into the swing music of Mojo hand. regardless, these guys are 
definitely worth checking out. Given a few more years to mature and meld its influences a 
little more, you can put Maria in the Shower in with the rest of the bizarre/beloved bands.

- adam Petrash

MaTTHeW BarBer
Self-titled
outside music

On Matthew Barber’s sixth release he’s taken a Diy 
approach. For the first time ever he plays all the instru-
ments as well as handling the audio engineer duties, but 
you’d never know otherwise. recorded in his basement 
studio, the album is 10 tracks of beautifully crafted indie 
pop. Opener Keep it alive eases you into the overall feel 
of the album. The Motown-esque ring Upon your Finger plays like an old soul standard, 
while the piano-driven Blue Forever shows Barber isn’t afraid to let the music be at the 
forefront and let his voice take a backseat. The acoustic tongue-in-cheek Patch in your 
Jeans is a lovely ditty that will bring a smile to even the hardest of pessimists. it’s an 
album you play when you’re cooking dinner for that certain someone - the kind where din-
ner gets cold, the clothes are on the floor and the wine glasses are empty.

- adam Petrash

varIous arTIsTs
Brassland Tenth anniversary
Brassland

indie-rock label Brassland is turning 10 years old this 
month. in celebration they are offering a free download 
from one of their artists every weekday in november 
through their Facebook page. To kick off their birthday 
month, Brassland offered an unreleased demo of The 
national’s high Beams. The single was originally found on 
the 2005 compilation Music for robots Volume 1. The high 
Beams demo is very raw, with all the production stripped 
away, but it is enjoyable to hear something a little more upbeat and up-tempo from a band 
that i love for their darkness. Go to https://www.facebook.com/Brassland and “Like” the 
page to begin collecting your free daily singles.

- Kaeleigh ayre

cD reViewS

B.c. band current Swell on everything from surfing 
to Brazil

Free 

DOwnLOaD

“On stage I’ve been having so 
much fun. We’re having these 
moments where we’ll just 
call songs on the fly. We’re 
becoming really comfortable 
as a band.” 
- DaVe LanG, cUrrenT SweLL
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FilM

PrOJecT niM is a riveting story based on a 
true incident from the 1970s about an experi-
ment to see if a chimpanzee could learn to com-
municate if nurtured and raised as a human 
being. The film shows at cinematheque until Fri-
day, nov. 11 at 7 p.m.

hot Docs has partnered with the national 
Screen institute, On Screen Manitoba and DOc 
winnipeg to bring the world’s best documenta-
ries to cinematheque from nov. 11 to nov. 13. The 
BeST OF hOT DOcS will celebrate five unforget-
table stories, each a sold-out hit from the hot 
Docs Festival.

The BeST OF hOT DOcS includes heLL & BacK 
aGain which shows Friday, nov. 11 at 7 p.m. 
UnSPeaKaBLe playing Saturday, nov. 12 at 2 p.m. 
followed by yOU’Ve Been TrUMPeD at 8 p.m. 
The heartwarming BeinG eLMO: a PUPPeTeer’S 
JOUrney plays on Sunday, nov. 13 at 2 p.m. and 
is followed by the heartbreaking GUanTanaMO 
TraP at 8 p.m. Tickets can be purchased at On 
Screen Manitoba. For more info, contact OSM at 
204-927-5897.

The haPPiLy DySFUncTiOnaL, a documentary 
on the Transistor 66 local music label, will be 
showing along with label artists The crOOKeD 
BrOTherS and The ViBraTinG BeDS for a free 
show on Sunday, nov. 13 at 6:30 p.m at the Park 
Theatre.

rady Jewish community centre’s TarBUT: FeSTi-
VaL OF JewiSh cULTUre is presenting a screen-
ing of The reScUerS an appearance by film-
maker Michael King on Sunday, nov. 13 at 7:30 
p.m. at the rady Jcc, 123 Doncaster St.

rady Jcc’s TarBUT: FeSTiVaL OF JewiSh cUL-
TUre also presents the most expensive Dutch 
film ever made, BriDe FLiGhT, on Monday, nov. 
14, 7:30 p.m. For tickets and info phone 204-477-
7510 or consult www.radyjcc.com.

The U of w aboriginal Student council, Gal-
lery 1c03, cinema Politica and the UwSa pres-
ent a film screening of crUDe SacriFice at eck-
hardt-Gramatté hall on Tuesday, nov. 15 at 7 p.m. 
crude Sacrifice takes a look at how one north-
ern community, Fort chipewyan, is affected 
by the exploitation of canada’s rich tar sands 
development, and how canada is dealing with 
their concerns.

liTEraTUrE

University of Manitoba history department pro-
fessor henry heLLer launches his new book 
BirTh OF caPiTaLiSM on Thursday, nov. 10 at 
7:30 p.m. at Mondragon.

as part of the rady Jcc’s TarBUT: FeSTiVaL OF 
JewiSh cULTUre bestselling author aniTa Dia-
ManT will be presenting The reD TenT, winner 
of 2001 Booksense Book of the year award, on 
Tuesday, nov. 15 at 7:30 p.m at the rady Jcc.

Dr. JacK FainMan with rOLanD Penner 
launches They ShOOT DOcTOrS DOn’T They?: 
a MeMOir on wednesday, nov. 16 at 7 p.m. at 
Mcnally robinson.

as part of the rady Jcc’s TarBUT: FeSTiVaL OF 
JewiSh cULTUre authors aLiSOn PicK, author of 
Far to Go, which was longlisted for the 2011 Man 
Booker Prize, and rhea TreGeBOV, author of The 
Knife Sharpener’s Bell, which was a Globe and 
Mail Top 100 Book for 2010, will be reading from 
their works on Thursday, nov. 17 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the rady Jcc.

Former MP BiLL BLaiKie will give a talk enti-
tled iS reLiGiOUS FaiTh a PriVaTe MaTTer? at 
aqua Books on nov. 22 at 7 p.m. in this talk Blai-
kie uses his latest book The Blaikie report: an 
insider’s Look at Faith and Politics (UcPh) to ask 
questions about faith in the public discourse 
of politics.

attention local writers! Prairie Fire Press and 
Mcnally robinson Booksellers are presenting 
the 2011 annUaL wriTinG cOnTeST with awards 
for poetry, short fiction, creative non-fiction and 
more. For full contest rules check out www.prai-
riefire.ca. The deadline is nov. 30.

aqua Books is hosting the venerable poetry 
series SPeaKinG crOw. The crow is on every 
Tuesday and starts at 7 p.m. with a featured 
writer and is followed by two open mic sets and 
short breaks in between.

GallEriES & MUSEUMS

Tricotomy, paintings and mixed media by three 
local artists show at cre8ery, 125 adelaide St. 
chU Pei, rUTh KaMeneV and GarTh PaLanUK’s 
work shows from Thursday, nov. 10 until Tues-
day, nov. 15.

kaeleIgh ayre
arTS reporTer

Documentary fans rejoice: a little piece of the 
Hot Docs Festival is coming to Winnipeg. 

City-based film organizations On Screen 
Manitoba, DOC Winnipeg and the National 
Screen Institute have teamed up with Toronto-
based Hot Docs to present The Best of Hot 
Docs, four sold-out hits from this year’s festival 
coupled with two local gems at Cinematheque 
this weekend.

Hot Docs often screens their films in other 
major cities across Canada in events entitled 
“Doc Soup.” However, this is the first time Hot 
Docs has come to Winnipeg. 

“Hot Docs has always been a fan of Win-
nipeg’s great filmmaking community, and has 
heard great things about audiences there,” Chris 
McDonald, executive director of Hot Docs, 
says via email. “We thought it would be the per-
fect opportunity to celebrate some of the great 
docs we’ve shown at Hot Docs and to also part-
ner with some of the city’s amazing film orga-
nizations.”

Lauren MacDiarmid, communications and 
Programs coordinator at the National Screen 
Institute in Winnipeg, says that documentary 

filmmaking is a great genre.
MacDiarmid has had the opportunity to see 

all of the films being presented, and she loved 
each of them for different reasons. 

“This collection of films has something for 
everyone.”

Opening the weekend is the Afghanistan war 
doc Hell & Back Again, a screening which Mac-
Diarmid calls “timely,” as it is being shown on 
Remembrance Day at 7 p.m. 

Director Danfung Dennis was a photojour-
nalist overseas, but felt he could not accurately 
capture the reality of war. Dennis customized 
his equipment and headed back into the con-
flict to show what he could not the first time 
around.

On Saturday, Nov. 12 at 2 p.m. is Unspeakable 
from Winnipeg director John Paskievich. This 
poignant film provides insight into the life of 
a stutterer, and the stigmas around this speech 
impediment. 

Leading off the afternoon screening is the 
mythical short Fahrenheit 7-Eleven, which tells 
the tale of one fateful night in 1985 when, after 
an altercation at a local convenience store, Bur-
ton Cummings came to call his hometown 
“Negativipeg.”

That evening filmgoers will be treated to 
a different side of “The Donald” thanks to 
Anthony Baxter’s You’ve Been Trumped, show-

ing at 8 p.m. 
“It exposes how evil he (Donald Trump) is. 

People don’t know all that he does,” MacDiar-
mid says.

Sunday, Nov. 13 afternoon’s 2 p.m. screening 
is sure to be a hit with both the young and the 
young at heart. 

Being Elmo: A Puppeteer’s Journey tells the 
story of Kevin Clash, a man who went from 
the tough streets to the street “where the air is 
sweet.” 

“Three minutes into Being Elmo I was cry-
ing,” MacDiarmid says. “I travelled back in 
time. It’s a great dream-come-true story.”

Closing out the weekend at 8 p.m. Sunday 
is The Guantanamo Trap, a film that portrays 
another aspect of the infamous “War on Ter-
ror,” this time closer to home. This German/
Canadian/Swiss co-production was awarded the 
Special Jury Prize for a Canadian Feature at this 
year’s Hot Docs Festival.

The Best of Hot Docs takes place Friday, Nov. 11 
to Sunday, Nov. 13 at Cinematheque. For show-
times and trailers, visit: http://www.hotdocs.ca/
docsoup/doc_soup_winnipeg. A series pass is $25 
and single tickets are $9 and can be purchased 
through On Screen Manitoba. For more infor-
mation, contact OSM at 204-927-5897.

noted documentary film festival makes its Winnipeg debut

NICholaS frIeSeN
arTS aNd CUlTUre edITor

Talk - action = 0: an Illustrated  
History of d.o.a.
Joe Keithley
302 pages, arsenal, 2011

For complete and casual fans alike, Joe “Shit-
head” Keithley’s Talk - Action = 0: An Illus-
trated History of D.O.A. is as close as you’ll 
get to hearing (and seeing) the story of Can-
ada’s most important punk band directly 
from the man himself. 

Throughout the book’s 300 pages, Keithley 
tells the tales of his Vancouver band’s begin-
nings from an early incarnation known as 
The Skulls through short and to-the-point 
stories. 

The fact that Keithley writes in sen-
tence fragments only adds to the realism of 
the book; with tales of battling Nazi skin-
heads, having the Hell’s Angels (then known 
as Satan’s Angels) working security at early 
shows, and even mosh pits with Jello Biafra, 
it’s interesting without being gossipy. 

Words aside, he lets the images do the 
talking as well.

Like a punk rock scrapbook, there is liter-
ally an example of every show poster, record 
sleeve (from rough concept drafts to the 
completed foreign and domestic) and lineup 
of the band. 

There are also chicken scratches from 
Keithley’s personal notebooks; it’s safe 
to say that not a lot of living musicians 
would allow such intimate and inno-
cent moments to be printed, but know-
ing Keithley, it’s likely to help show aspir-
ing punks, writers and everyone out there 
that anything is possible if you put your 
mind to it.

From 1977 to the present, each section 
is broken down, not so much by chap-
ters, but by movements in the genre and 
lineups. 

The evolution is exciting to see all 
laid out for the reader, watching differ-
ent bands such as the Subhumans form 
around the scene that D.O.A. helped to 
create, as well as the bands that Keithley 
and co. opened for (including an under-
whelming show with The Clash).

This is a phenomenal book, a great 
tribute to a band that still kills live and is 
as relevant and important now as it was 
30 years ago.  

It’s also worthy to note that there is a 
severe lack of Canrock books out there. 
Other than Have Not Been the Same: 
The Canrock Renaissance 1985-1995, and a 
handful of autobiographies, there aren’t 
really any collections like this one. 

Someone should really light a fire 
under some asses and get our other Can-
rock mainstays (The Tragically Hip, 
54-40, Ian Blurton) to throw together a 
collection like this one. 

Book revieW

Kevin clash and elmo in the documentary Being elmo.
CoUrTESy SUBMarinE DElUxE
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aaroN SNIder
CUlTUre reporTer

There is abstract art and there is art that lies 
somewhere between the abstract and the recog-
nizable. 

Keith Wood’s latest exhibition, Fragmented 
Probabilities, currently showing at Gurevich 
Fine Art, walks this line of uncannily familiar 

abstraction.
The 18-piece exhibition is entirely in the 

encaustic medium, which involves varnish and 
pigment mixed with molten beeswax added in 
semi-transparent layers to either canvas, paper 
or wood panels. 

The effect of this process is quite different 
from that of either oil or acrylic paint. 

The textures of the pieces create an almost 
three-dimensional experience where the various 
strokes take on whole new meanings. 

The bumps and lines are smooth, but jarring. 
The different layers stand out from each other 
with real physical presence and inevitably repre-
sent weight and momentum. 

The encaustic colours are different, too. They 
are mostly soft and wonderfully blended, but 
the occasional sharp splash of colour is all the 
more vibrant amid the subtleties of the rest.

Wood uses a stark contrast of soft back-
grounds and sharp foregrounds. The multi-lay-
ered nature of the medium means that the innu-
merable background colours become a hypnotic 
wash, broken only by the violent and unapolo-
getic interference of the subjects.

The drizzled lines and anomalous patches of 
foreground colour look like the sketches of a 
mad scientist - one who lives in a world where 
the multi-coloured fog of timeless confusion 
aids, rather than obscures, the end of progress.

Each and every piece looks like the evidence 
of a profound discovery. 

There are hints of human and animal bod-
ies, of architecture and of landscape. The whole 
experience is so close to something that should 
be recognizable that it quickly becomes unset-
tling when the familiar never fully appears.

The show is in the back room of the Gurev-
ich gallery. The floor is patchwork hardwood 
and the walls are pure white. 

Moving from piece to piece, patterns emerge 
in Wood’s creative and imaginative processes. 
The anomalous bubbles of undefined purpose 
on one canvas reappear on another, but without 
betraying their objective.

The theme of layers cannot be overlooked or 
overstated. Looking at each piece you can see its 
genesis and its progression. Taken in with spe-
cial consideration of the exhibition’s title, Frag-
mented Probabilities, the story behind each piece 
becomes clearer in its conceptual purpose. 

This exhibition is mesmerizing in its expan-
siveness and humbling in its unqualified imagi-
nation. A true must-see.

See Fragmented Probabilities at Gurevich Fine 
Art (second floor, 62 Albert St.) until Saturday, 
Nov. 26. Visit www.gurevichfineart.com and 
www.theartofkeithwood.ca.

GallEriES & MUSEUMS

negative Space presents BODy rUinS, a solo 
exhibit of prints, drawings and sculpture by 
anDrea rOBerTS. Body ruins is a collection of 
drawings, prints and sculpture that look at vul-
nerability, futility and failure of the gendered 
body within capitalism. The exhibition shows 
from nov. 17 until nov. 26 at negative Space, 253 
Princess St.

anOMaLia by carOLine MOnneT is showing at 
Golden city Fine art, 211 Pacific ave. until nov. 18.

The 2011 art from the heart Sale featuring low-
income artists from the inner city will be held 
at Magnus eliason recreation centre on nov. 18 
and 19. There is no entry fee and artists make 
100 per cent of the sale proceeds. registrations 
are available at artfromtheheart.ca, artfromthe-
heart@hotmail.com and at 823 ellice ave. For 
more info call Joanie at 781-6556.

DOUGLaS SMiTh’s aD arBiTriUM is showing until 
nov. 19 at the Semai Gallery, 264 McDermot ave.

The Urban Shaman presents crOSSrOaDS by 
rOLanDe SOULiere. The exhibition goes until 
Saturday, nov. 26.

TricKLe DOwn is showing at the Mennonite her-
itage centre Gallery, 600 Shaftsbury Blvd, until 
nov. 30.

Gallery 1c03 at The University of winnipeg, is 
presenting The ePheMeraLS: TrenDinG. The 
ephemerals are an all-female collective of 
aboriginal artists and curators. with TrenD-
inG the collective aims to examine the trend of 
indigenous-influenced clothing and accessories, 
encouraging a critical reading of fashion and 
highlighting the need for a deeper awareness of 
its cultural implications. The installation shows 
in the anthropology Museum, fourth floor, cen-
tennial hall until Dec. 3. check out theephemer-
als.wordpress.com for more information.

Plug in institute of contemporary art is pre-
senting her rain by canadian artist Lani Mae-
STrO. Using minimal and simple visual lan-
guage, Maestro’s work addresses the complex-
ities of human nature and dignity in the condi-
tions of the social, cultural and political realities 
we experience in everyday life. The exhibition 
shows until Jan. 8, 2012.

The Manitoba Museum presents circUS! Sci-
ence UnDer The BiG TOP. The exhibition demys-
tifies the daring and death-defying feats of the 
greatest show on earth, and puts you in the 
centre of the action. The exhibit runs until april 
9, 2012.

THEaTrE, DanCE & CoMEDy

STriPPeD-DOwn rOMeO & JULieT: a FUnDraiS-
inG eXPerience is showing at the St. Luke’s 
anglican church on Friday, nov. 11, at 7 p.m. 
conceived and adapted by Sir, this four-actor, 
all-male version of the world’s greatest love 
story is a show for anyone who loves (or hates) 
Shakespeare.

adhere and Deny is presenting an adaptation 
of Vladimir Mayakovsky’s play The BeDBUG 
until nov. 12 at 8 p.m. nightly in its pocket the-
atre at 315-70 albert St. For reservations phone 
774-6334.

in The neXT rOOM or the vibrator play is the 
first show of the season at the Tom hendry 
warehouse at the royal Manitoba Theatre cen-
tre, 140 rupert. Playing now until Saturday, 
nov. 19.

Presented by resonator Theatrical, reVOLVer 
101 is showing on Thursday, nov. 24, at 7 p.m. on 
the third floor of 91 albert St. reVOLVer 101 is 
a play with some gun play, or is it a play about 
a gun?

For those who want the real deal with a modern 
twist, The John hirsch Theatre at the MTc Main-
stage is showing rOMeO anD JULieT from nov. 
24 until Dec. 17. call 204-942-6537 or consult 
www.mtc.mb.ca.

SPrinG awaKeninG is showing from nov. 24 to 
Dec. 4 at the Tom hendry warehouse, 140 rupert 
ave. Music by Duncan Sheik, Spring awaken-
ing is the winner of eight Tony awards, includ-
ing Best Musical.

cOMeDy OPen Mic niGhTS in the Peg are Sun-
days at The cavern with JOhn B. DUFF, Tuesdays 
at The King’s head Pub and at Mondragon and 
Thursdays at the Standard Tavern.

Shaw TV’s weeK ThUS Far tapes in front of a 
live studio audience at Finn’s Pub at the Forks 
every Monday at 7:30 p.m.

a true must-see art show
Keith wood’s Fragmented Probabilities is mesmerizing

Two encaustic works by artist Keith wood. after creating with acrylic and oil paint for almost 30 years, wood started using the encaustic medium (pigmented molten beeswax) in 2006.

kEiTH WooD

This exhibition is mesmerizing 
in its expansiveness and 
humbling in its unqualified 
imagination

Want to see your event 
in The uniter?

e-mail your listing to listings@uniter.ca. 

The deadline for all listings is Tuesday.

The Uniter is published every Thursday, 

so send your listings 9 days prior to 

the issue you want your listing to 

appear in. 

it’s free. it’s easy.
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Drek Daa is a spoken word and poetry 
champion, a Fringe Festival performer, a 
private practice psychotherapist and former 
CBC commentator. It hardly seems like he 
has time to also host an acclaimed musical 
venue out of his house.

But he does. And when he explains why, 
it is with a casual tone that seems to say it 
could not have been any other way.

Here’s the story. As a poet and spoken 
work performer living in Winnipeg, Daa 
says that he has always been slightly disap-
pointed with many of the venues around 
the city.

“Most of the café places you go there are 
all these good things and then there are these 
things that don’t work,” says Daa. “Usually 
the thing that does not work is the sound 
system.”

So five years ago this week, Daa started 
running musical concerts and poetry per-
formances out of his house at 254 Young St. 
The Cyrk was born.

Daa has considered all the potential 
complications of this house turned musi-
cal venue. He does not serve alcohol, nor 
does he make any money from the opera-
tion. People bring all their own alcohol and 
donate money to get in. All these funds go 
directly to the artist.

Basically Daa has house parties roughly 

twice a month with bands or poets perform-
ing and as many as 60 people in attendance. 
It all works out.

“The people who come here are always 
awesome, so we never have anything miss-
ing or any such situation,” says Daa. “Some-
how the place just keeps itself.”

The real challenge for Daa is trying to 
strike a reasonable balance between work 
and enjoyment.

“I’m trying to keep it within the realm 
of me having fun with it,” says Daa. “And 
that means I can’t do an event every week 
because then I start feeling like I’m working 
too hard here.

“I try to balance it out so it’s at least as 
much fun as work and investment on my 
part.”

The casual aspect of the Cyrk’s arrange-
ment means that when stuff starts to pile 
up, Daa can cut back on his commitment 
to the venue.

“If I’m too busy with my projects then 
I will slow down the Cyrk,” Daa says. “I 
just won’t do any shows or I’ll do very few 
shows.”

When it is going, however, the Cyrk 
receives praise from musicians and audi-
ences alike. The secret, Daa says, is an excel-
lent sound system and a comfortable space.

“From outside the house it looks like 
nothing, but when you walk in it’s just a 
really cozy warm space,” he says. “There are 
a few different nooks where you can sit and 
they are all good. Pretty much every space is 
very comfortable.”

The people who come to shows here also 
impact the overall experience.

“People come here and they listen,” Daa 
says. “It’s not like a bar where people at the 
back start talking depending on how good 
the music is.

“The artists really appreciate the atten-
tion.”

Edmonton musician Ann Vriend cer-
tainly does - she’s played three shows at the 
Cyrk in the last three years. As an artist who 
plays many house shows, she knows a good 
setup when she sees it.

“They have the lighting right and the 
sound right, so it feels like a show,” she says. 
“Whereas some people’s houses are not pri-
marily set up to put on shows, so you don’t 
necessarily have the mood and the stage in 
the same way as he does.”

That mood is partly created by the space, 
but Vriend credits Daa himself for a lot of 

the comfort and creativity that happens at 
the Cyrk.

“He’s such a quirky guy himself that you 
feel like anything goes,” she says. “There’s a 
lot of acceptance and enabling artistically 
because of his personality.

“He’s definitely somebody with more 
imagination than almost anybody I’ve met,” 
Vriend says. “He’s so contagiously enthusi-
astic about it.”

Daa is also incredibly picky about who 
plays the Cyrk, Vriend says. The high cali-
ber of artists means that people know what 
to expect at any show Daa puts on. 

But Daa says he doesn’t know how much 
longer he will continue to run the Cyrk. He 
might drop it at any time, but he gives the 
current setup no more than another five 
years at most.

He dreams of getting away from the city 
and focusing all his energy into one proj-
ect that brings together all his interests and 
skills. 

“I would like to have one life rather than 
two,” says Daa. “Or three or four.”

This only makes it more pressing to take 
in the Cyrk experience. 

 See the cyrk’s fifth anniversary extravaganza 
on Friday nov. 11, featuring ann Vriend, Demetra 
Penner, nereo, Mama cutsworth and several poets 
including Drek Daa himself
 Doors open at 8 p.m., show at 9 p.m.
 Suggested donation of $10 at the door
 Visit www.thecyrk.ca

Downtown Diy arts venue celebrates five years

Texas-based roots duo Twilight hotel performs at The cyrk, a venue operated by local poet Drek Daa.
SUPPliED

“People come here and they 
listen. It’s not like a bar 
where people at the back 
start talking depending on 
how good the music is. The 
artists really appreciate the 
attention.” 
- DreK Daa, Owner, The cyrK
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The collection that started as a hobby for 
Doug Shand and his late wife Lana has out-
grown its home once again. The store known 
as Vintage Glory may be packing up from its 
88 Albert St. location, but fret not, vintage 
lovers, it is not moving too far.

Shand has been collecting vintage clothing 
for 35 years, and the 60-year-old is nowhere 
near to giving up his daily shopping trips.

He explains how his business of giving old 
clothes a new home came out of a fascination 
for past styles.

“I met Lana when I was 17,” Shand says 
from the green couches at the rear of his 
store, surrounded by his wares. “She always 
wore vintage. It intrigued me.”

“I love old fashions. They’re better made 
and they fit well,” he adds.

Shand is prudent when he selects items 
for his store; he won’t take torn clothing and 
he prefers to see where the garments come 
from.

“I like to make house calls. You find the 
best stuff on the third floor of houses.”

Shand also hunts down pieces in his daily 
thrift store jaunts.

“I go to two Sally Anns, two Value Vil-
lages, and a Goodwill everyday.”

Tuesdays he hits up the Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee Store (“That’s when they put 
the new stuff out”) and makes a trip out to 
Steinbach.

He also makes two road trips a year to the 
West Coast in the quest for vintage gold.

Originally, the couple sold pieces to other 
stores, but in the years since owning their 
own place, the concept that is Vintage Glory 
has gone through several incarnations. How-
ever, Shand’s extensive vintage collection has 
been housed in the current location for three 

years now, in a space that he built with his 
own two hands.

“I sat right here,” he says, pointing at the 
ground in front of the couches. “I imagined 
the store. I built everything (the shelving, 
etc.) myself, for $600.”

Shand is a carpenter by trade, and had his 
own cabinet shop in the ‘70s called Manhat-
tan Interiors.

Shand has great aspirations for the new 
location that will be in the Bate Building at 
223 McDermott.

Not only will the space be bigger by almost 
two times, it will also be under a new name, 
Rhymes With Orange.

On closing the current location Shand says, 
“I wanted to start something fresh. (Vintage 
Glory) was a big part of Lana’s life.”

Another addition to Vintage Glory 2.0 
comes in a pair: the women behind Oh So 
Lovely, the old-is-new clothing line known 
for their adorable vintage trailer, became 
Shand’s business partners in August.

“(The partnership) worked out so well; 
it’s a really great match. I have the older vin-
tage and they have more trendy wear, for the 
younger crowd. They are up to date with their 
fashion sense, which is what Lana had.”

Shand has fans from near and far who are 
sure to follow him wherever his collection 
goes.

“I love Vintage Glory because it always 
seems like there’s something just for you 
hiding in there,” says local fashion blogger 
Raezavel Argulla. “I always leave with some-
thing fantastic.”

Doug Shand has collected vintage clothing for the past 35 years. he’s moving his store, Vintage Glory, from albert Street to McDermott avenue.

Everything old is new again

Dylan HEWlETT

“I met my wife when I was 
17. She always wore vintage. 
It intrigued me.” 
- DOUG ShanD, Owner, VinTaGe GLOry

Vintage Glory is on the move, but still has the fashion you crave

WIn TIckeTs! 
For your chance to win a double pass to the Thursday, nov. 17 advance screening of The Muppets at  
Silvercity Polo Park, e-mail your name and home phone number to contests@uniter.ca by 10 a.m. on 

wednesday, nov. 16. winners will be contacted by phone.
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THe unIversITy of WInnIpeg aWards

HTTP://WWW.UWinniPEG.Ca/inDEx/SErViCES-aWarDS

CaMPUS joBS

Just a reminder that if you are interested in a part-time job on campus to 
please fill out the work-Study application. There are numerous jobs to apply 
for. it can be found online at

http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards-work-study-program.

SCHolarSHiPS, aWarDS anD BUrSariES

applications are still being assessed. Letters will be sent to successful 
recipients in the next two weeks. Opportunity Fund Bursary applicants should 
keep checking their webmail account through webadvisor for notification.

FEE DEFErral anD rEGiSTraTion CanCEllaTion

Students have been advised by letter if they have outstanding balances 
on their accounts. registration cancellation has begun. if you have been 
cancelled or received a letter, please see a representative in Student central, 
or call Financial Services at 786-9244 or 786-9884.

ManiToBa STUDEnT aiD ProGraM (MSaP)

applications to Manitoba Student aid for the Fall/winter 2011-2012 or winter 
term only sessions are still being accepted. Students can apply online at www.
manitobastudentaid.ca.

exTernaL aWards

The University is often notified by companies and organizations about awards 
they have for students in post-secondary education.  here are a few awards 
that are available right now.

THE Gill PUrCEll MEMorial SCHolarSHiP

Deadline: Nov. 15, 2011

The Gillis Purcell Memorial Journalism Scholarship for native canadians is 
offered annually by The canadian Press. Scholarship recipients, who must be 
pursuing a career in journalism through studies at a post-secondary institu-
tion, receive $4,000 and an offer of summer employment at The canadian 
Press or one of its affiliated companies.

Contact Deborah mcCartney by email (dmccartney@cp.org) or by phone 
(416-507-2132) for an application form.

THE Ukrainian rESoUrCE anD DEVEloPMEnT CEnTrE aWarDS

Deadline: Nov. 30, 2011

The Ukrainian resource and Development centre (UrDc) is offering two award 
opportunities for students involved in Ukrainian arts or music (three awards 
for each).

For information on how to apply, contact the UrDC by phone (780-497-5494) 
or email (haydukl@macewan.ca).

HolSTEin CanaDa aWarD

Deadline: Nov. 30, 2011

a bursary of $750 will be awarded one student in western canada who is a 
regular or junior member of holstein canada, or a son/daughter of a member, 

has completed at least one year of university/college, and will be returning to 
school within the calendar year.

visit: http://www.holstein.ca.

Frank knox MEMorial FElloWSHiP

Deadline: Nov. 30, 2011

Up to three Frank Knox Memorial Fellowships will be awarded to students 
from canada for graduate study at harvard University in the academic year 
2011-2012. The Frank Knox Memorial Fellowship program was established by 
annie reid Knox who sought to honour her late husband and his lifelong 
commitment to america. Mrs. Knox expressed the hope that the holders of the 
fellowships return to their homes and become leaders in their chosen field 
once they had gained knowledge and experience from their study away from 
canada.

visit: http://www.frankknox.harvard.edu/welcome.html.

WoMEn’S oPPorTUniTy aWarDS

Deadline: Dec. 15, 2011

if you are a female head of a household with one or more dependents, are 
attending an undergraduate degree program or vocational training program 
as a mature student, and need financial assistance to complete your educa-
tion, you are eligible for a women’s Opportunity award offered by Soroptomist 
international of winnipeg.

Contact: Heather menzies at 475-2526 or email: hgm16@mts.net.

awarDS & FinanciaL aiD the awards and financial aid staff of the university of Winnipeg provides the student body with current information on award opportunities. this information is updated weekly.

95.9 FM cKUw caMPUS/cOMMUniTy raDiO  TOP 10 cD – aLBUMS
October 31-november 6, 2011
! = Local content * = canadian content

TW            artist               recording    Label

1    !This Hisses    Surf Noir      Transistor 66
2    William Shatner    Seeking Major Tom     Cleopatra
3    Wilco    The Whole Love     Anti-
4    !Trio Bembe    Oh My Soul     Self-Released
5    *The Pack A.D.    Unpersons     Mint
6    *Feist    Metals      Arts & Crafts
7    !Oh My Darling    Sweet Nostalgia     Self-Released
8    The Planet Smashers    Descent Into The Valley Of    Stomp
9    Ladytron    Gravity The Seducer    Nettwerk
10   !The Crooked Brothers    Lawrence, Where’s Your Knife?   Transistor 66

extra, extra!  
read all about it!

arTSPace BUiLDinG

MOnDraGOn

inTO The MUSic

FOLK FeSTiVaL MUSic STOre

PiTa PiT (BannaTyne)

reD riVer cOLLeGe 

(PrinceSS STreeT caMPUS)

The FyXX (aLBerT, 

BrOaDway)

The KinG'S heaD

The LineUP

winniPeG Free PreSS caFe

The UnDerGrOUnD caFe

PLUG in ica

STeLLa'S (BUhLer cenTre, 

SherBrOOK anD OSBOrne)

hi hOSTeL/LO PUB

yeLLOw DOG TaVern

weST enD cULTUraL cenTre

UniVerSiTe De ST. BOniFace

TiMeS chanGe(D) hiGh & 

LOneSOMe cLUB

GLOBe cineMa

winniPeG arT GaLLery

SaFeway (riVer @ OSBOrne)

MOVie ViLLaGe

GaS STaTiOn TheaTre

TOaD in The hOLe

The ZOO

McnaLLy rOBinSOn

cOUSinS DeLi

The nOOK

UniVerSiTy OF ManiTOBa 

(UniVerSiTy cenTre)

pIck up a copy of THe unITer eacH Week aT 
THese fIne esTaBLIsHMenTs:

you can fInd us  
onLIne as WeLL:

WeBsITe:  

www.UniTer.ca

faceBook:  

www.TinyUrL.cOM/TheUniTer

TWITTer:  

www.TwiTTer.cOM/TheUniTer
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crossword Puzzle & Sudoku 11
Solutions to this week’s sudoku and crossword in next week's issue.

6 8 4 1 3 2 5 7 9
3 1 9 5 7 8 4 6 2
2 7 5 4 9 6 3 8 1
4 5 2 8 1 9 7 3 6
1 3 6 2 5 7 9 4 8
8 9 7 6 4 3 2 1 5
9 6 3 7 2 1 8 5 4
7 4 8 9 6 5 1 2 3
5 2 1 3 8 4 6 9 7

A

Solutions to puzzles from the november 3, 2011 issue.

WRITE FOR THE UNITER'S

NEWS SECTION
EMAIL NEWS@UNITER.CA
TO GET INVOLVED

CHeCk OUT THe UNITer ON FACeBOOk

WWW.TINYURL.COM/THEUNITER

across

1- Oozes 

6- Biblical trio 

10- Playwright henley 

14- aristotle’s teacher 

15- was indebted to 

16- Other, in Oaxaca 

17- Garfield’s middle name 

18- Like cheerios 

19- come again? 

20- Son of one’s brother 

or sister 

22- christmas season 

24- Bumbler 

26- european flatfish 

27- Make insane 

31- “___ had it!” 

32- Get hitched quick 

33- That group 

36- agt.’s take 

39- Voucher 

40- Perch 

41- crowd sound 

42- Black gold 

43- Goddess of tillage 

44- iraqi port 

45- 1980’s movie star-

ring Bo Derek and Dudley 

Moore 

46- Set of mental pictures 

48- Directing head 

51- a mouse! 

52- Jail 

54- aztec god of rain 

59- expel 

60- Slightly 

62- hersey’s bell town 

63- Mayberry moppet 

64- Take a meal 

65- nose bone 

66- ward (off) 

67- concludes 

68- anew 

down

1- Bridge 

2- Dresden’s river 

3- Tombstone lawman 

4- egyptian deity 

5- anybody 

6- cattle call 

7- absent 

8- costume 

9- Pastoral poet 

10- Small necktie 

11- Moral precept of 

conduct 

12- commerce 

13- Detest 

21- Move from side to side 

23- Gutter locale 

25- Stench 

27- art ___ 

28- K-12 

29- agitate 

30- appropriate 

34- Garden tool 

35- actor Davis 

36- attitude 

37- Singer Vikki 

38- Salver 

40- apostate 

41- Joplin song 

43- Give up 

44- Greek pastry 

45- Sampled 

47- Bumped into 

48- Jeweler’s tool 

49- histological stain 

50- redbreast 

52- Foot of a horse 

53- Stream of air 

55- work like ___ 

56- Priest of the east

57- Dedicated to the ___ 

Love

58- Maize

61- French possessive;

BESTCroSSWorDS.CoM

   9  7    
  3  8  9  1
 9    2  6  
 7   2  5   

5   1  9  3  
      7  4
 4 6 7      
    3   7  

1 3       6
BWWW.PDFPaD.CoM/SUDokU

SUDokU Skill lEVEl:  dIffIcuLT

The lowdown on 
downloading in 2011
I was in the mall the other day and I 
noticed something hilarious. I was walk-
ing by HMV, and I saw that they still have 
those huge anti-theft pillars at the doors. 
As if anyone who has made the decision 
to steal movies or music is actually going 
to go down to HMV to do it.

It’s not that stealing by downloading is 
any less of a crime than doing it at the mall 
- it’s just that it’s so much fucking easier.

You don’t have to put on pants, get in 
your car, drive to the mall, shove a bunch 
of CDs in your gotch and get chased 
out of the mall by out-of-shape security 
guards. You just have to sit down in front 
of your computer and wiggle your fingers 
a little.

I think Metallica and all those other 
whiny bands who can’t stop crying about 
kids wanting to listen to their music for 
free are missing something very impor-
tant: if you want kids to stop stealing 
your music online, you have to make it 
easier for them to steal at the mall.

First they need to get rid of those theft 
deterrent monoliths at each side of the 
entrance.

Next, they should turn the music way 
up and the lights way down in all the 
stores.

Finally, they should replace all employ-
ees with broomsticks with wigs.

After just those three simple steps, 
Internet downloading would go way 
down, maybe by as much as three to five 
per cent.

If musicians really wanted to stop ille-
gal downloading, there actually is a sim-
ple step they could take to eliminate it 
completely.

They could make illegal downloading 
impossible by simply making it legal to 
download music for free.

Think about it: would this really be 
a bad thing? Imagine all those horrible 
artists who are making pop music right 
now, and who are clearly doing it for the 
money. Imagine if all of them suddenly 
stopped.

Imagine if people just started making 
music because they liked to make music. 
Now if that doesn’t make you want to go 
out and steal as much music off the Inter-
net as your little hard drive will hold, 
then I don’t know what will.

If people wanted to make money from 
playing music, they still could: by getting 
off their asses and playing concerts. You 
can’t really download a live concert expe-
rience, so that’s still safe.

But without money from record sales 
(most of which actually goes to record 
companies), there wouldn’t be fabricated 
bands that sing through Auto-Tune and 
dance around pretending to play instru-
ments, and who spend more effort look-
ing good than sounding good.

Maybe then the term “pop music” 
would stand for something completely 
different: music that is popular because 
it’s good, and not music people think is 
good because it’s popular.

J.Williamez does not mind if you down-
load his albums. In fact, he fucking 
encourages it.

It’s not that stealing by 
downloading is any less 
of a crime than doing 
it at the mall - it’s just 
that it’s so much fucking 
easier

good
& evil

with J.williamez
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ON THE EVE OF BUY NOTHING DAY, FIND OUT HOW POPULAR ANTI-CONSUMERISM IS 
NOT ACTUALLY A CRITIQUE OF CONSUMERISM; IT’S MERELY A RESTATEMENT OF THE 
“CRITIQUE OF MASS SOCIETY” THAT HAS BEEN AROUND SINCE THE 1960S. 

THE TWO ARE NOT THE SAME. IN FACT, THE CRITIQUE OF MASS SOCIETY HAS BEEN 
ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL FORCES DRIVING CONSUMER SPENDING FOR MORE 
THAN 50 YEARS.
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HELP WANTED
We Want your suggestions for 
the 2011 edition of the uniter 30

our Dec. 2, 2010 issue featured The Uniter 30 – a list of 30 
young Manitobans aged 30 or younger who are making a dif-
ference in their community.

We’re currently planning the 2011 edition of The Uniter 30 
and we want your input.

Do you know someone who is outstanding in their field or 
making a meaningful contribution to their community?

activists, entrepreneurs, humanitarians, visual artists, 
musicians, filmmakers, politicians, bloggers, actors, athletes, 
scientists – no suggestion is a bad one.

email your suggestions to Theuniter30@uniter.ca by 
Wednesday, nov. 16.

include the name of the person you’re nominating, their age 
and a short paragraph describing who the person is and why 
you think they should be on the list.

look for the 2011 edition of The Uniter 30 on newsstands 
Thursday, Dec. 1.


