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By olena Kozel

Q: What do you think of the state of doWntoWn deveLoPMent in WinniPeg? is the 
city successfuLLy RevitaLizing the doWntoWn?

hollie swart, second-
year student, environ-
mental studies
“i think the city 
is making definite 
progress. But in saying 
that, there are such 
large issues that need 
to be addressed before 
it is a complete suc-
cess.”

vinay iyer, owner, 
casa Burrito
“i feel that the city is 
trying, but not neces-
sarily in the best ways. 
it could be happening 
in a way that is help-
ing local businesses 
instead of having a 
corporate takeover.”

chris saniuk, civic 
employee
“i think with all the 
new development in 
the exchange district 
and surrounding area, 
we’re doing a great job 
with revitalizing the 
downtown, and making 
it a place where people 
want to be again.”

amanda Remond, second-
year Red River college 
student, graphic design
“i think the ideas the city 
has are underdeveloped. 
they have good intentions, 
but need to incorporate the 
needs of residents of the 
downtown in their long term 
plans.”

gen Boken, second-
year student, science
“i think that the 
development of the 
downtown is bringing 
more life and attrac-
tion and is working 
towards putting 
Winnipeg back on the 
map.”

doug shand, owner, 
vintage glory
“no. People don’t even want 
to go to the south side of 
Portage because they’re 
accosted by pan-handlers 
every 10 feet, and i see 
it everyday outside my 
store. the things the city is 
building need to benefit all 
residents of the downtown.”

CAMPUS NEWS page7

housing controversy 
on campus

reNee LILLy
voLUNTeer

It took 10 days for Winnipeggers to help track 
down Lauren Chopek, a 14-year-old who went 
missing after school in early October.

And right at the centre of it all was Shel-
ley Cook, whose blog chronicling the plight of 
missing and murdered women in the province 
helped bring Chopek home.

“I just want to make sure these women are 
never forgotten,” said Cook, author of the Miss-
ing and Murdered Manitoba Women blog and a 
recent graduate of Red River College’s Creative 
Communications program.

Cook’s interest in the issue began in 2003 
when two women, Dru Sjodin and Sunshine 
Woods, went missing.

Sjodin, a 22-year-old college student, van-
ished from a mall parking lot where she worked. 
Woods, a 16-year-old aboriginal girl, disappeared 
from a downtown hotel.

Sjodin’s case seemed to gain more media 
attention and even had Winnipeggers going 
across the border to help search for her. Woods’s 
case, meanwhile, was largely forgotten.

Though she was angered by the disconnect 
between the two cases, Cook felt powerless to 
make a difference.

Fast forward to 2008, when Cook was back in 
school, and three Manitoba women went miss-
ing: Jennifer Catcheway, Amber McFarland and 
Claudette Osborne.

“I remember wanting to read all I could about 
these cases and I wasn’t satisfied with the sto-
ries I was reading,” said Cook, noting that most 
women were portrayed as victims, judged by 
their lifestyles or looks and there was no expla-

nation of who they really were.
As part of a school project, Cook launched 

Missing and Murdered Manitoba Women, a 
blog dedicated to telling the stories of Mani-
toba’s missing and murdered women and their 
families.

“I wanted to know who these women were, 
who their families were. I wanted to tell their 
stories and show them as the people who loved 
them knew them,” said Cook.

Alongside the blog is a Facebook page, which 
Cook created to raise awareness about the issue. 
The page has 1,650 likes.

There are more than 70 missing women in 
Manitoba, though Cook notes there is no offi-
cial list.

In Canada, the number is estimated around 
600 and climbing, she said.

That’s where Cook comes in as an unofficial 
watchdog, researching progress on the issue and 
doing her part to hold the government account-
able.

In 2009, RCMP stated they would create a 
task force dedicated to searching for these miss-
ing women. As of last year, the task force had yet 
to be formed, Cook’s research found.

“It falls on the government and other divi-
sions to get together and create a clear agenda. 
They need to be more transparent also,” she 
said.

To follow Cook’s blog, visit www.missing-
manitobawomen.blogspot.com.

Blog delves into the lives of Manitoba’s missing and murdered women

Shelley cook founded her blog Missing and Murdered Manitoba women as a way to tell the stories of those chronicled.

dylan HeWlett

PeoPle WortH reading aBoUt

“I wanted to know who these 
women were, who their 
families were. I wanted to tell 
their stories and show them 
as the people who loved them 
knew them.” 
- SheLLey cOOK
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god is in the tv



03
The UniTer       www.UniTer.ca

News
NOveMber 3, 2011

News

eThaN CaBeL
NewS aSSIgNmeNT edITor

After nearly 10 years of operating a popu-
lar independent theatre, Winnipeg Fringe 
venue and expansive bookstore, Ragpick-
ers Antifashion Emporium will be closing 
down its top floor by Thursday, Nov. 15 while 
the future of the main floor clothing store 
remains uncertain.

“I believe what I’m doing is actually a ser-
vice to people,” said Kristen Andrews, an 
independent entrepreneur who has owned 
Ragpickers since 1990 and was involved in 
the early stages of developing the business in 
1988.

“When I add up all the people that have 
seen shows in that space, all the years as a 
Fringe venue, we were sometimes getting 
upwards of 500 and 600 people a day see-
ing shows.”

Ragpickers operates under two separate 
leases in an old Exchange District building at 
216 McDermot Ave.

The first lease, which is up for possible 
renewal at the end of this year, applies only 
to the main floor clothing shop. The sec-
ond lease, which will not be renewed past the 
Nov. 15 deadline after the verbal assurance of 
building owner Mike Nava, applies to the 
second floor theatre and bookstore.

However, for Andrews, the future of the 
clothing shop is increasingly uncertain.

“We’re negotiating right now for how long 
Ragpickers can remain on the main floor and 
… we’re looking for a landlord that is inter-

ested in the long-term development of the 
neighbourhood,” she said.

“How many times have we seen spaces 
get tons of money dumped into them ... by 
someone who doesn’t have a sense of what 
the community needs?”

According to Andrews, who has had to 
relocate several times in the over two decades 
she has owned the business, there is a pattern 
in the behaviour of property owners in the 
Exchange District.

From 1990 to 1999, Ragpickers operated 
out of a building at the corner of Arthur 
Street and McDermot Avenue, with a cooper-
ative model that facilitated the development 
of many future clothing and book retailers in 
the Exchange, including what later became 
Vintage Glory at 88 Albert St.

The cooperative was asked to vacate with 
40 days notice after the building owner 
decided to jump on the dot-com band-
wagon, Andrews said, turning the building 
into a slate of computer offices, which lasted 
for just over a year.

Ragpickers then moved to a temporary 
location behind the Walker Theatre, now the 
Burton Cummings Theatre, on Smith Street 
before finally settling down on McDermot 
Avenue.

“When I look back, exactly what our issues 
were in 1999, 12 years later, they’re not that 
much different,” she said.

Mike Nava, the owner of 216 McDermot 
Ave., would not confirm whether the lease 
on the main floor will be renewed when The 
Uniter spoke with him several weeks ago.

He did not return more recent calls before 
press time and Andrews insists she has had 
no problem paying her rent since Nava took 
over ownership of the building.

Milena Placentile, the co-owner of the 
artistic collective Atomic Centre on Logan 
Avenue, has offered Andrews space to house 
her books and some theatre programs while 
she continues her negotiations and search for 
a new space.

Placentile is optimistic that Andrews can 
establish another retail cooperative in the 
coming years.

“As far as I’m concerned, Kristen made the 
Exchange,” Placentile said. “The energy and 
spirit she contributes … is what makes the 
Exchange an attractive place to be.”

ragpickers set to close theatre, bookstore
Future of the main floor clothing shop remains uncertain, says owner

Kristen andrews, owner of ragpickers antifashion emporium, is looking to establish a retail co-operative in a new location after the closure of her theatre and bookstore.
Brit MCleod“We’re looking for a 

landlord that is interested in 
the long-term development 
of the neighbourhood.” 
-KriSTen anDrewS, Owner, raGPicKerS 
anTiFaShiOn eMPOriUM

aNNe ThomaS
BeaT reporTer

Although 72 per cent of Manitobans polled 
by Probe Research before Manitoba’s election 
were “very certain” they would vote Oct. 4, 
only 56 per cent actually did.

And in Manitoba’s four northern electoral 
divisions, where a significant part of the pop-
ulation is aboriginal, voter turnout ranged 
from 30 to 37 per cent.

Aboriginal voter turnout in the 1962 fed-
eral election, the first in which aboriginals 
could vote without losing treaty status, was 
65 per cent. Since then, turnout has steadily 
declined, reaching a critical low of 26.7 per 
cent in 2003.

Doug Thomas, communications director 
for the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, said 
the organization actively encouraged voting 
in the federal election this spring, with the 
support of then-Grand Chief Ron Evans.

They produced a video titled I’m First 
Nation and I Vote.

However, for the provincial election, they 
didn’t promote voting.

“The grand chief we have now, Derek 
Nepinak, he has a different approach to 
First Nations sovereignty, and more of a tra-
ditional approach where we take our sover-
eignty ourselves and we create our own laws 
and bylaws,” Thomas said. “He kind of took 
the approach that they could vote if they like, 
but we’re not accountable to the provincial 
government.”

At the University of Manitoba’s Café Poli-
tique on Sept. 26, CBC Manitoba reporter 
Wab Kinew expressed a different perspective. 

He grew up believing any aboriginal or non-
white person successful in mainstream poli-
tics would be a sellout or a token.

That is until he met Barack Obama cam-
paigning in Sioux Falls in the Democratic 
primary.

“I realized, this guy is going to win the 
general election, not just the primary,” Kinew 
said.

It changed Kinew’s whole thinking about 
Canada.

“We’ve got to spread education to all cor-
ners of the country, so that all children in 
Canada have the opportunities to fulfill their 
career destinies,” he said, “We have to encour-
age participation in democracy to all corners 
of Canada, especially the First Nations.”

University of Winnipeg student John Fox, 
from Big Trout Lake in northwest Ontario, 
has never voted in a provincial election.

“We think it’s so far away, where every-
thing is happening, it doesn’t affect us, so we 
just don’t bother,” Fox said. “We think it has 
nothing to do with us.”

His family didn’t vote, even when Fox’s 

uncle ran for the Liberals in Rainy River, Fox 
said.

“My family tried, but to get to a munic-
ipality where they vote was hard,” he said. 
“They’re not going to bring polling stations 
to each reserve. It’s expensive.”

A provincial election is not highly adver-
tised in the North, Fox added. The local Cree 
language radio station makes little mention 
of it, he said, so those who don’t speak Eng-
lish won’t hear about it.

With such low participation, it’s easy for 
a government to turn its shoulder on issues 
becoming prevalent up north, like the lack of 
running water, Fox said.

“When the media is (reporting on issues), 
the government will say ‘Well, we will (do 
something about it).’ But when they look 
back and they see that these people don’t 
vote, they won’t bother doing anything about 
it,” said Fox. “I’m starting to realize that now. 
I’m trying to vote.”

So far, he hasn’t. But that could change.
“Being in school changes my views about 

voting and other things,” he said. “When 
you’re on the reserve it’s like you got no 
options. Coming out here you see what you 
could do, not just for yourself, but for your 
community.”

does voting matter in the north?
aboriginal voter turnout on a downward spiral

“Being in school changes 
my views about voting and 
other things. When you’re 
on the reserve it’s like you 
got no options. Coming out 
here you see what you could 
do, not just for yourself, but 
for your community.” 
- JOhn FOx, UniVerSiTy OF winniPeG STUDenT

Since 1962, aboriginal voter turnout has steadily declined from 65 per cent, reaching a critical low of 26.7 per 
cent in 2003.

dylan HeWlett
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hoMicide Rate high 
in ManitoBa

Manitoba led the country in homi-
cides last year, according to a new 
Statistics canada report. Of the 45 
homicides that occurred in Manitoba 
in 2010, 22 were in winnipeg. Saskatch-
ewan had the second highest amount, 
with 34 homicides. The report said 
canada’s homicides fell to its lowest 
rate since the 1960s, but in 2010 there 
were still 554. Of those, guns caused 
170 homicides, a decrease from 2009, 
and the homicide rate was highest in 
the western provinces and the north. 
So far this year, there have been 32 ho-
micides in winnipeg, and two of those 
remain unsolved.

hazed Boy toLd to aPoLogize
The boy who reported his neepawa 

natives junior hockey team’s haz-
ing incident is facing strife with his 
teammates. in order to return to the 
team, the team told him to apologize 
for speaking out, the winnipeg Free 
Press reported. The Manitoba Junior 
hockey League fined the team $5,000 
and suspended 16 players for the inci-
dent, which involved the young player 
having a water bottle rack tied around 
his scrotum, then being made to walk 
around the team locker room three 
times. Other rookie players had to strip 
to music. The team informed the MJhL, 
which issued the suspensions and fine 
last week after an investigation.

MansLaughteR chaRges 
dRoPPed against shoP oWneR

Manslaughter charges against a 
store owner who killed a shoplifter 
have been dropped because of a lack 
of evidence, the winnipeg Free Press 
reported. Police say Geraldine Beardy 
was hit in the upper body with a 
weapon after allegedly stealing a can 
of meat to feed her homeless friend. 
She died five days later. The crown 
attorney said his key witness has fled 
the country to avoid possible criminal 
charges. That witness allegedly saw 
the altercation between store owner 
Kwang Soo Kim and Beardy. But with-
out that evidence, the attorney said 
the crown has no case.

Wheat BoaRd accused of 
Misusing faRMeRs’ cash

Farmers claim the canadian wheat 
Board has misused their money in its 
fight against the federal government. 
The western canadian wheat Growers 
association said it would use whatever 
legal means it must to stop the wheat 
Board’s spending of farmers’ money 
on a court appeal against a proposed 
federal Marketing Freedom for Grain 
Farmers act. “The cwB ... (has) a duty 
to safeguard monies received from the 
sale of grain. They have no right to use 
farmers’ funds to advance a political 
agenda,” the wheat Growers chair said 
in a release, published by the winnipeg 
Sun.

fundRaising foR BeaR 
exhiBit on the Way

The richardson Foundation’s $5-mil-
lion contribution to the assiniboine 
Park Zoo’s Journey to churchill exhibit 
will help forge a new home for six po-
lar bears and a pod of ringed seals. 
The 10-acre arctic exhibit will feature 
a seal exhibit and a polar bear display 
area with an underwater viewing area, 
an outdoor enclosure and a “ice den” 
to keep the bears cool, according to a 
winnipeg Free Press report. construc-
tion will begin this fall, but the project 
still requires $17 million to meet its 
$58-million price tag. The province has 
contributed $31 million, and the zoo 
hopes the federal government will also 
help. The zoo will begin a fundraising 
campaign next spring.

Local 
News Briefs 
compiled by Jon Sorokowski

listings

COMMUNITY EVENTS

LiTe'S 15th annUaL wiLD BLUeBerry PancaKe BreaKFaST is 
on Friday, nov. 4 from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the indian and Métis 
Friendship centre, 45 robinson St. at Dufferin. Tickets are $15 
and are available at the LiTe office (640 Broadway), at Mon-
dragon (91 albert St.) and at the door. if you are interested in 
volunteering, or would like to purchase tickets, please email 
litebreakfast@mymts.net or call the LiTe office at 942-8578.

From hoop dances to hip hop, The ManiTO ahBee FeSTiVaL 
brings together people from all nations in sharing and cel-
ebrating aboriginal culture. The festival runs until Sunday, 
nov. 6. For a complete schedule go to www.aboriginalpeople-
schoice.com.

The wendy wersch Memorial Lecture committee presents Lee-
ann MarTin: inTerSecTinG PracTiceS OF arT and acTiViSM 
on Sunday, nov. 6 at 2 p.m. at cinematheque. along with Joane 
cardinal-Schubert, Doreen Jensen and Daphne Odjig, senior 
curator Lee-ann Martin presents the work of three ground-
breaking artists, and discusses the ways they challenged art 
movements and society at large. Visit www.mawa.ca.

whaT'S BehinD The aBOLiTiOn OF The canaDian wheaT 
BOarD with activist Ken KaLTUrnyK is on Monday, nov. 7 at 
aqua Books at 7 p.m. hear activist Ken Kalturnyk discuss the 
political economy of canadian agriculture and the class inter-
ests behind the abolition of the canadian wheat Board.

yaP Theatre (South africa) and aqua Books present aFrican 
FOLKTaLeS with eriK De waaL on wednesday, nov. 9 and Fri-
day, nov. 11 at 6 p.m. at aqua Books. The master storyteller and 
puppeteer writes new stories each year that are directed by 
Marie Kruger, head of the University of Stellenbosch Theatre 
Department (South africa).

Manitoba crafts Museum and Library features a FeSTiVe arTi-
SanS MarKeT SaLe on nov. 18 from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.a at Mani-
toba hydro Place, 360 Portage ave. Manitoba craftspeople will 
be selling their beautiful and functional creations during this 
sale of unique handcrafted items, including felting, marbled 
paper, handmade greeting cards, pottery, jewellery, polymer 
clay, clothing, christmas ornaments and more.

west end cultural centre’s community outreach program is 
getting ready for the return of TUne in. This program is for 
neighbourhood youth to try their hands at drums, guitar or 
electric bass. The wecc provides all of the instruments, pro-
fessional instruction and a healthy snack. The program runs 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the wecc. 
To participate contact the wecc at 783-6918 or email info@
wecc.ca.

ON CAMPUS

The GLOBaL JUSTice FiLM FeSTiVaL shows on campus nov. 5, 
from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. The festival shows films and documen-
taries that bring attention to social and environmental jus-
tice issues from around the globe. Films include KicK LiKe a 
GirL, BLacK waVe: LeGacy OF exxOn and FOrce OF naTUre: 
The DaViD SUZUKi MOVie. Go to www.globaljusticefilmfestival.
ca for a complete schedule.

The UniTer SPeaKer SerieS presents philosopher and author 
JOSePh heaTh on Thursday, nov. 24 at 7:30 p.m. in eckhardt-
Gramatté hall. On the eve of Buy nothing Day 2011, heath will 
deliver a lecture titled The MyTh OF The reBeL cOnSUMer. 
The lecture is based in part on The rebel Sell: why the culture 
can’t Be Jammed, the 2004 book he co-authored with andrew 
Potter. everyone is welcome to attend and admission is free. 
Visit www.uniter.ca/speakers-series.

educators and the public are invited to attend a conference 
devoted to understanding how children learn math. The arT 
anD Science OF MaTh eDUcaTiOn cOnFerence takes place on 
Saturday, nov. 19, at the University of winnipeg, convocation 
hall. For more info and to register, visit www.mathstats.uwin-
nipeg.ca/mathedconference. inquiries may be sent to math-
stats@uwinnipeg.ca.

The UniVerSiTy OF winniPeG STUDenTS' aSSOciaTiOn wOM-
yn'S cenTre provides a space where womyn can build com-
munity with other womyn. collective meetings currently take 
place on Mondays at 12:30 p.m. at meetings, womyn's centre 
members plan events and actions, build community, and dis-
cuss feminist and womyn's issues. all womyn and trans folks 
are welcome to come hang out in the womyn's centre, ask 
questions, and get involved. The womyn's centre is located 
in the University of winnipeg's Bulman centre. Please check 
the door for current office hours. For more information, phone 
786-9788 or email womynsctr@theuwsa.ca.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The UniVerSiTy OF winniPeG STUDenTS' aSSOciaTiOn wOM-
yn'S cenTre provides a space where womyn can build com-
munity with other womyn. To volunteer phone 786-9788 or 
email womynsctr@theuwsa.ca.

To volunteer for the UniVerSiTy OF winniPeG’S STUDenT 
aSSOciaTiOn fill out an application on their website, www.
theUwSa.ca, or grab an application from their office in the 
Bulman centre.

To volunteer for Peer SUPPOrT email uofwpeersupport@
gmail.com, or grab an application from their office (OrM13) or 
from the UwSa.

To volunteer for UwSa FOODBanK email foodbank@theuwsa.

ca, or grab an application from the UwSa.

PLUG in inSTiTUTe OF cOnTeMPOrary arT is looking for 
enthusiastic and reliable volunteers to help in a number of 
different areas of their operations. if you are interested email 
info@plugin.org.

The UniTer, the weekly rag you are holding right now, is look-
ing for contributors. See your words in print or your photos 
and drawings on the page. email aaron at editor@uniter.ca.

cKUw 95.9 FM is seeking volunteers for the music and news 
departments, and as hosts for programs. email ckuw@uwin-
nipeg.ca.

The weST BrOaDway yOUTh OUTreach cenTre is always 
looking for more volunteers to help with a variety of pro-
grams including sports, tutoring and other programs to ben-
efit inner-city youth. call 774-0451 or stop by 222 Furby St. to 
offer your skills.

The SPence neiGhBOUrhOOD aSSOciaTiOn is looking for vol-
unteers to help with their programming. interested volunteers 
can download a volunteer application form at spenceneigh-
bourhood.org or call 783-5000 for more information.

haBiTaT FOr hUManiTy is looking to assemble an experienced 
team of volunteers to assist with the salvaging and safe 
removal of a wide variety of donated items. For more infor-
mation please call Greg at 223-5160 or email gmallett@hab-
itat.mb.ca.

JUniOr achieVeMenT OF ManiTOBa needs volunteers to 
deliever Ja business programs to classrooms throughout win-
nipeg. Through your time, you will give young Manitobans 
work readiness, entrepreneurship and financial literacy skills 
that will encourage them to stay in school and guide them 
through life. call Kristin at 956-6088 to volunteer.

The iMMiGranT anD reFUGee cOMMUniTy OrGaniZaTiOn OF 
ManiTOBa (ircOM) is looking for volunteers. ircOM is a non-
profit organization that operates a 5-storey transitional hous-
ing complex in downtown winnipeg. ircOM is seeking enthusi-
astic, patient individuals to assist youth with homework from 
4 to 6 p.m., Monday to Fridays. Volunteers will work under 
the supervision of a newly hired ircOM Teacher and educa-
tional assistant providing drop-in participants with a variety 
of homework assistance. Please contact erin anderson, volun-
teer and communications co-ordinator at 943-8765 ext. 23 or 
erina@ircom.ca.

The SaLVaTiOn arMy on Logan avenue needs KiTchen heLP-
erS to assist in the preparation and serving of meals at their 
children's program on Thursdays from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. Please 
call Breanne at 946-9490 or email youthworker@mymts.net.

aNNe ThomaS
BeaT reporTer

Statistics show that about 30 per cent of 
learners drop out of the average Canadian lit-
eracy program, but that’s not the case in Wal-
pole Island First Nation in Ontario.

There, the success rate is pretty much per-
fect.

“In terms of participation and dedication, 
we’ve had almost 100 per cent of the pro-
gram people keep coming back,” said Bryan 
Loucks about the reserve’s literacy program.

Loucks was in Winnipeg this week as 
part of the 2011 Aboriginal Literacy Sympo-
sium, hosted by Literacy Partners of Mani-
toba (LPM).

Loucks made a presentation about his 
community’s successful Mino Nendmowin 
(Good Minds) program, which integrates 
developing literacy, community and employ-
ment connections, and self and cultural con-
nections.

Good Minds attempts to cultivate essen-
tial skills like self-esteem, memory, goal set-
ting and self-motivation, Loucks said. It 
helps people connect with resources in their 
home community and with urban resources.

“But also to connect to a history and a 
way of thinking and a way of life which for 
the most part has been denied through the 
mainstream education system,” Loucks said. 
“With that foundation of knowing who you 
are, then you can be successful in any realm 
of life, including employment and educa-
tion.”

The symposium was held to develop an 
action plan for improving literacy and edu-
cational opportunities for Manitoba’s grow-
ing aboriginal population as it gains influ-
ence in the economy.

“Within a decade, (aboriginal) youth 
will be a driving force in (human resources) 
departments, because by 2017, 25 per cent 
of the population is going to be aboriginal, 
minimum,” said Edward Kidd, a LPM board 
member.

Education levels for aboriginal Mani-
tobans are improving slowly, according to 
LPM. But systemic barriers remain, includ-
ing lack of money, lower academic prepa-
ration on reserves, lack of understanding 
of aboriginal culture in educational institu-
tions, and the aftermath of assimilative poli-

cies such as compulsory residential schools.
As part of Good Minds, elders share 

reflections from their own experience, and 
give meaningful substance to the learning 
process. For example, elders may teach the 
Anishinabe names of culturally significant 
places in the local community.

“These are really important things for help-
ing the learners to get connected in a mean-

ingful, less alienated way with their environ-
ment,” Loucks said.

The program also involves assessing liter-
acy levels, developing individualized train-
ing plans in arithmetic and writing English, 
as well as encouraging some participants to 
complete missing high school credits.

Pre- and post-testing show significant 

shifts in essential skills, understanding of life 
situations, feelings of hope and connection 
within the community and personal under-
standing of cultural roots.

Loucks said someone who’s really angry or 
in a lot of pain is not a very good employee.

“We’ve been focusing a lot on people’s 
behaviour, which is in our literacy programs. 
For Anishinabe, we’ve always been deep 
thinkers, deep feeling people, and I think 
in general that hasn’t been recognized to the 
same extent that it could.”

Kidd emphasized that aboriginal people 
did most of the planning and presenting for 
the symposium.

“A lot of non-aboriginal organizations look 
at ‘Let’s do this for you’,” he said, “‘Well, we 
don’t need you to do it for us. We can do it 
on our own. We just need the support ... and 
the partnerships to make this happen.’”

Wendy Bulloch, LPM’s director, said 
symposium participants will get together 
for yearly follow-up meetings. Kidd expects 
this will provide much-needed data on what 
works to improve literacy for aboriginal 
learners.

literacy advocates meet to develop plan of action

Systemic barriers remain between aboriginals and education, including lack of money, lower academic 
preparation on reserves, and a lack of understanding of aboriginal culture in educational institutions.

dylan HeWlett

“With that foundation of 
knowing who you are, then 
you can be successful in 
any realm of life, including 
employment and education.” 
- Bryan LOUcKS, aniShinaBe aDULT eDUcaTOr, 
waLPOLe iSLanD FirST naTiOn



05
The UniTer       www.UniTer.ca

News
NOveMber 3, 2011

ChrIS hUNTer
BeaT reporTer

By way of larger sidewalks and new restau-
rants, the Sports Hospitality and Entertain-
ment District (SHED) means to reinvigorate 
downtown Winnipeg’s former crime-free, 
cosmopolitan splendour.

New construction slated for 2012 includes 
a food and entertainment emporium, street 
and sidewalk improvements and an expan-
sion of the Convention Centre.

Jino Distasio, director of University of 
Winnipeg’s Institute of Urban Studies, said 
SHED has been a long time coming.

“Winnipeg, unlike other Canadian cities, 
has been trying to develop the downtown 
area for 30 sustained years,” he said. “We 
have tried everything and anything to revi-
talize the area.”

In the 1980s, with downtown revitaliza-
tion intentions similar to SHED, City Place 
and Portage Place were opened. SHED has 
been one many revitalization projects imple-
mented over the years, adds Distasio.  

“The downtown has had to reinvent itself 
so many times over the last 50 years,” he said. 
“At one point, it used to be the only area for 
movies, but that was displaced in the ‘90s 
with Cineplex.” 

However, Distasio emphasizes SHED is 
nothing new.

“The old archive building was once an 
auditorium, the Great West Life building was 
once a stadium where the Bombers played,” 
he said. “I don’t think we are creating any-
thing new here, we are simply moving back 
to what downtown was 70 years ago.”

Distasio’s only quibble with the develop-
ment is its name.

“If we are branding the district we need to 
find something sexier than SHED,” he said. 
“We are trying to create a district and an 
identity for drawing people downtown.” 

Distasio also believes the space should be 
accessible to as many people as possible.

“It should not be thought of as some 
exclusive enclave for suburban people who 
come and go to events,” he said. “The down-
town is, and always has been, about a mix-
ture of people.”

The income generated from SHED should 
also feed back into the downtown commu-
nity, Distasio added.

“One thing we have to consider is how all 
this economic growth is going to affect peo-
ple,” he said. “We need to figure out a way 
to use taxes generated from this to help the 
inner city - to turn the lives around of peo-
ple in Winnipeg.”

Ross McGowan, CEO of the Centre Ven-
ture development corporation, said new 
development will influence a reduction in 

downtown crime.
“Activity, density and people are the keys 

here,” he said. “Ultimately, if we put more 
people on the street it should reduce the 
crime.”

McGowan hopes the development will 
restore the downtown to its former vigour. 

“Part of the objective is to restore that 1945 
vibrancy,” he said.  

Though Centre Venture has been com-
mitted to downtown development for some 
time, McGowan holds the return of the Jets 
to be paramount to the project’s accelera-
tion.

“The Jets are the icing on the cake for us,” 
he said. “We have been at this for a cou-
ple years now, but the Jets helped push the 
SHED over the top.” 

another downtown upgrade

More of the same or a saving grace? winnipeg’s proposed Sports hospitality and entertainment District 
will build itself around the MTS centre downtown and include restaurants, sidewalk improvements and an 
expansion of the convention centre.

Kaitlyn eMslie farrell 

International 
News Briefs 
compiled by eva wasney

congRessMen deLay 
PiPeLine PRoject

UniTeD STaTeS: construction of Tran-
scanada’s controversial pipeline project, 
Keystone xL, has been stalled by oppo-
nents. The Guardian reported that 13 con-
gressional Democrats have demanded 
the pipeline’s environmental impact be 
reinvestigated before it is approved by 
the State Department. concerns have 
been raised about a possible conflict 
of interest because the contractor who 
completed the first evaluation was hired 
by Transcanada. The project faces further 
delays as the state of nebraska explores 
possibilities of rerouting the pipeline 
away from an important underground 
aquifer. as these debates continue, it is 
questionable whether the pipeline, which 
would transport crude oil from canada to 
the U.S., will ever reach completion.

aMeRican dRone stRike 
kiLLs BRotheR of 
taLiBan coMMandeR

PaKiSTan: The brother and cousin of 
one of the Taliban’s most influential com-
manders were killed when two missiles 
from an american drone strike collided 
with their vehicle. according to the new 
york Times, the incident occurred in the 
northwest corner of Pakistan, close to 
the afghanistan border, an area Taliban 
groups often use to wage attacks on 
american forces. The strike came a week 
after Secretary of State hillary clinton 
visited the country and urged Pakistani 
leaders to take action against Taliban 
militant groups.

china to cRackdoWn on 
enteRtainMent and BLogging

china: The chinese government is 
calling for stricter regulations on enter-
tainment television and micro-blogging 
websites that are similar to Twitter. Be-
ginning Jan. 1, television stations across 
the country, which already experience 
government censorship, will be limited to 
only two 90-minute entertainment shows 
per week and be required to air two 
hours of state-approved news every eve-
ning. Government officials are also work-
ing to expose and punish residents who 
spread “harmful information” via social 
networking sites, reported the new york 
Times. it’s possible this crackdown has 
been inspired by social media-assisted 
uprisings in other parts of the world.

un to end LiBya Mission
new yOrK: The United nations Security 

council voted unanimously to end the 
naTO military operation in Libya on Oct. 
31. The Un operation, which has been ac-
tive since March, enacted a no-fly zone 
over Libya and permitted foreign mili-
tary forces to use “all force necessary” 
to protect Libyan civilians, reported the 
Globe and Mail. The naTO efforts led to 
the recent capture and death of ousted 
Libyan leader Muammar Gadhafi. Libya’s 
Deputy ambassador to the Un had asked 
the council to postpone the termination 
of the operation so the country could 
assess its security situation. The council 
denied the request since the operation 
was already beyond the Un’s mandate.

fLooding foRces evacuations 
in thaiLand caPitaL

ThaiLanD: Major flooding has occurred 
in Bangkok after the chao Phraya river 
burst its banks due to high tides and 
monsoon rain. Four thousand residents 
have been evacuated from their homes 
in the country’s capital and it is expected 
flooding will get worse in the low-lying 
area. among those evacuated, 600 seri-
ous offenders have been moved from 
the city’s Bang Kwang central Prison. 
Shortages of drinking water and other 
staples have caused many supermarkets 
to ration items, reported the Telegraph. 
So far, 26 of Thailand’s 77 provinces have 
experienced extensive flooding and 373 
people have died.

will the Sports hospitality and entertainment District plan return downtown to its 
1945 vibrancy?

ChrIS hUNTer
BeaT reporTer

Bringing to light the exceptional achieve-
ments of three prominent aboriginal leaders, 
the University of Winnipeg awarded three 
honorary degrees during this year’s fall con-
vocation.

Recipients included Elijah Harper, Justice 
Murray Sinclair and Tobasonakwut Kinew, 
each of whom received their degrees on Oct. 
16.

Honorary degree recipients are chosen 
on a basis of merit, said university president 
Lloyd Axworthy.

“We try to find people that would be very 
strong examples for students,” he said.

Honorary degree recipient nominations 
can be made by virtually anyone, including 
students, alumni, professors and other staff, 
Axworthy said. Once nominations are made, 
a committee made of students and faculty 
staff decides who the ideal recipients would 
be.

“It struck us that three distinguished lead-
ers from the aboriginal community had been 
nominated,” said Axworthy. “We thought it 
would be a great opportunity to bring them 
together, to offer examples of what very 
strong aboriginal leadership looks like.”  

With a 24 per cent application increase 
from aboriginal students, Axworthy believes 
the university needs to highlight the com-
munal work of aboriginal leaders.

“I think it’s part of our mission to help us 
better understand the achievements aborig-
inals have made to the community,” said 
Axworthy. “Convocation is part of express-
ing university diversity.”

Elijah Harper, an aboriginal politician, 
called the experience “very honoring.”

“Honorary degrees offer a sort of prestige 
and recognize real practical experience,” he 
said.   

The event made note of Harper’s work 
in the legislative assembly, charitable work 
in Africa, his implementation of aboriginal 
traditional governance and a wealth of other 
philanthropic contributions.

As of late, Harper has been heavily 
involved in public speaking events, Correc-
tions Canada and the renewable resource 
company Next Alternative Inc (NAI).

NAI researches methods for creating 
renewable energy resources and is currently 
involved in the development of longer last-
ing batteries and emulsion fuel, a biofuel 
made of oil and water.

“We are trying to build batteries that 
will store energy more efficiently than lith-
ium through nano-tube technology,” he said. 
“We are also working on emulsion fuel - a 
safer, greener alternative to pure diesel.”

Harper believes education is a deterrent 
to poverty and has been a vocal supporter of 
universities.  

“It is important to get an education and 
I have always told aboriginal students that 
it is the way to lead you out of poverty,” he 

said. “An uneducated society is less progres-
sive and harder to govern than an educated 
society.”

However, Harper notes that lack of income 
and funding dissuades many students from 
pursuing degrees.

“We have more students than ever, but 
there seems to be a lack of funding from the 
federal government,” he said. “U of W is 
doing a great job in attracting aboriginal stu-
dents and setting up programs - I hope that 
will continue.”

Justice Murray Sinclair, a sociology grad-
uate from University of Winnipeg and the 
first aboriginal judge in Manitoba, was cho-
sen for the degree based on both his affilia-
tion with the school and his work with the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada, which works to educate the pub-
lic on the atrocities associated with residen-
tial schools.

Tobasonakwut Kinew, a member of U 
of W’s faculty of indigenous studies, was 
selected for his role as an educator and role 
model within the faculty.

Honorary degrees awarded to three aboriginal leaders

elijah harper was one of three aboriginal leaders to receive an honorary degree during convocation on Oct. 
16. harper, along with Murray Sinclair and Tobasonakwut Kinew, were chosen to highlight “strong aboriginal 
leadership.”

sUPPlied

Lloyd axworthy and elijah harper reflect on U of w’s fall convocation
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u of W aPPoints teMPoRaRy 
dean of Business

Dr. Michael B. Percy of the University of 
alberta will temporarily replace Dr. Michael 
Benarroch as dean of the faculty of business 
and economics beginning nov. 15 until the 
university finds a permanent dean. The uni-
versity expects to find and hire a permanent 
replacement by July 2012. Percy’s goals in 
the next few months include finding a cana-
da research chair in sustainable economics 
and making three new faculty appointments 
in marketing, ethics and human resources, 
and international business.

PRovince honouRs u 
of W PRofessoR

On Oct. 26, the Government of Manitoba 
honoured feminist activist, writer and artist, 
Dr. roewan crowe in celebration of women 
in the arts: artists working for Social change 
as part of women’s history Month. crowe is 
co-director of the institute for women's and 
Gender Studies at the University of winnipeg 
and associate professor in the University's 
women's and Gender Studies program. as an 
activist, crowe is known for initiating proj-
ects that engage others in community cul-
tural life. crowe mentors winnipeg’s Femrev 
collective, a group that works at improving 
women's lives through marches and educa-
tion campaigns. as a writer, crowe is known 
for exploring the relationships among 
words, images and experiences of trauma in 
her writing.  She recently published her new 
novel, Quivering Landscape.

eLeMents on caMPus noW oPen
elements - The restaurant opened on Oct. 

28 in the University of winnipeg's richard-
son college for the environment and Science 
complex. chef aron epp leads the restaurant 

team under U of w’s Diversity Food Services, 
which employs people from ethnically di-
verse origins, offers nutritious, fairly priced 
and ethnically diverse food options with a 
focus on locally sourced foods, organic in-
gredients and fair-trade practices. elements 
will be hiring 25 people in both full-time and 
part-time positions. Diversity Food Services 
has increased food sales at the University 
by 20 per cent since the program began in 
2009.

u of W Rises in MacLean’s suRvey
The University of winnipeg is one of 

canada's most innovative and successful 
campuses in nurturing indigenous knowl-
edge and excellence, according to Maclean’s 
magazine. The university was featured in the 
2011 Maclean’s University rankings. Since 
last fall, the number of aboriginal student 
applications increased by 24 per cent at 
the U of w. Most notably, the U of w ranked 
fourth for overall reputation (ranked fifth 
last year), first in western canada and sec-
ond for lowest tuition fees among primarily 
undergraduate universities in canada.

WesMen Win socceR 
chaMPionshiPs

Both the University of winnipeg wesmen 
men’s and women’s soccer teams took gold 
at the Mcac soccer championships. The 
women's team beat Providence 6-0 while the 
men's team beat red river 3-1. For the wom-
en, Serafina Trunzo was named the wesmen 
player of the game and regular season MVP. 
Sheri hince was named tournament MVP. yi-
annis Tsalatsidis was named winnipeg wes-
men player of the game for the men’s team.  
The wesmen women trounced the red river 
college rebels, the tournament host, 9-0 in 
the semi-finals. The men’s team bested St. 
Boniface college 6-1 in the semi-finals.

Campus 
News Briefs
compiled by Danelle cloutier

prosperingtogether.ca
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Campus living not exactly home away from home

amy groeNINg
CampUS BeaT reporTer

The University of Winnipeg’s Community 
Renewal Corporation-run student residences 
are facing severe criticism for stringent rules, 
frequent fining of students and unfair evic-
tion policies.

Nils Deppe, a former resident assistant, 
said there is no mutual ground between stu-
dents and housing management.

“It’s very much hostile in the sense that if 
somebody says you said something, you must 
have said it,” said Deppe.

According to the Campus Living Hand-
book, which is available on the Campus Liv-
ing website, offences are divided into three 
categories.

Level one offences, such as putting up 
unapproved posters, warrant punishments 
including warnings or fines of up to $50.

Level two offences, including disrespect-
ing staff or having unauthorized parties (a 
party is defined as a gathering of four or more 
people who do not live in the residence) can 
include punishments of fines of up to $100, 
community service and eviction.

Level three offences can warrant fines of 
over $100, eviction and persecution under 
the law.

Students who cannot or will not pay their 
fines are not allowed to take out library 
books, register for classes or graduate.

Deppe said the strict rules and fines cre-
ate more problems than they solve, causing 
undue stress and worry that prevents many 
students from enjoying their years in resi-
dence.

“It’s a lot about making money and screw-
ing students over,” said Deppe. “It’s run like a 
business, not like a student residence.”

Although there have been protests against 
unfair treatment, Deppe said most students 
are afraid to speak up.

“It’s tough for students to get involved 
because (management) will find something 
to fine you for,” said Deppe. “They’ll find 
something to do to you if you do something 
to them.”

The University of Winnipeg Students’ 

Association is working towards getting stu-
dent residences covered by the Manitoba 
Residential Tenancies Act.

Rebecca Bock-Freeman, director of stu-
dent living, said the housing office is not fol-
lowing RTA guidelines.

Bock-Freeman said that in many cases, 
fines and eviction notices have been issued 
without proof that an infraction has 
occurred.

“Students are receiving fines with no doc-
umentation. They don’t know what the fines 
are for - they’re getting fines without having 
been spoken to by management before. Stu-
dents are overwhelmingly displeased,” said 
Bock-Freeman.

If student residences were covered under 
the RTA, there would be a formal body of 
appeal for students, Bock-Freeman said. Cur-
rently, students can seek help with appeals 

from the UWSA, but these appeals are still 
handled by the university itself.

Tyler Blashko, vice-president of the 
UWSA, said in the past six months, at least 
three students have come to him for help in 
appealing eviction notices.

“I find there isn’t a clear line between the 
university and the UWCRC, which leads to 
some concerns involving accountability and 
transparency,” said Blashko.

Blashko encourages students to familiar-
ize themselves with policies and advocacy 
services before issues arise, and to come to 
the UWSA for help if they are experiencing 
unfair treatment from the housing offices.

“There definitely needs to be some type of 
legislation protecting students,” said Blashko. 
“We haven’t seen the movement we would 
like to see to protect students living in resi-
dence.”

Jeremy Read, senior executive officer and 
advisor to the president of the university, 
says the university works to ensure that RTA 
guidelines are followed. 

Read said he is sure proper documentation 
procedures are being followed when it comes 
to fining and evicting students. According to 
Read, if students feel the fines are a form of 
punishment for speaking out, they should go 
to the campus harassment officer.

Read said the university does not fine stu-
dents as a way to generate income, and that 
he doubts the fining is as wide spread as it has 
been made out to be. 

“You’d have to do a lot of fines to make 
that profitable. I think that it’s a bit tenuous 
as an argument,” said Read.

The number of fines issued to students by 
the housing office last year was not available 
by press time.

Student life at McFeetor’s hall is not what it seems according to some. according to the UwSa, fines and eviction notices have been issued without proof that an 
infraction has occurred.

Meagan MoUnd

Tough rules and frequent fines make the U of w’s student housing a hostile place 
to live, students say

UWsa Bike lab open

CLara BUeLow
voLUNTeer

After three years of planning, the volunteer-
run University of Winnipeg Students’ Associ-
ation Bike Lab is off to the races after open-
ing its doors to the public on Oct. 21.

Housed inside a recycled steel ship-
ping container and constructed out of recy-
cled material, the building “presents a pio-
neer design in shipping container building 
in Winnipeg,” according to the lab’s co-ordi-
nators.

“We wanted to demonstrate the usefulness 
of recycled materials as part of the project’s 
overall commitment to sustainability,” said 
lab co-ordinator Robin Bryan.

The lab is open weekdays from 10 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. Monday to Friday and is cur-
rently running a drop-in style atmosphere. 
It aims to offer free year-round bicycle sup-
port and workshops to students, staff, faculty 
and community members as well as promote 
advocacy and awareness around sustainabil-
ity.

It is also an educational facility with a 
hands-on approach to bicycle repair and 
maintenance.  

“The focus is on teaching. It’s not a place 
you will go drop off your bike,” said Andrée 
Forest, a lab volunteer.

Following in the footsteps of other com-
munity bike shops, the bike lab will be run 
by a well-established volunteer base. Most of 
the volunteers belong to the Ice Riders, a sup-
port group on campus for winter cyclists that 

started in March 2010.
The Bike Lab is still in its beginning stages 

and in that respect opening in the fall is a 
good thing, said Ted Turner, outreach and 
special projects co-ordinator for the UWSA.

“By spring we’ll know what we will be able 
to do and be able to do it well,” he said.

The lab is funded by an annual $2 stu-
dent fee, which was voted in during the 2008 
campus election. A $100,000 private dona-
tion along with capital from the UWSA and 
the Mass Climate Change Action fund also 

helped pay for the project.
But whether or not the new lab catches 

the eye of the average student remains to be 
seen.

“Personally it’s 50-50 as to whether I’ll 
use the lab, but $2 isn’t a big deal. It’s what I 
would spend on a coffee,” said Marina Good-
win, a fourth-year international development 
studies student.

“I didn’t realize that the construction I was 
walking by every morning was the bike lab 
until I saw people in there doing repairs and 

I put two and two together,” added Chantal 
Hogue, a fourth-year arts student.

Bicycle registration will be available so vol-
unteer mechanics can have access to informa-
tion about every bicycle that is worked on. 
The registration will also be a way the differ-
ent groups “can get a better idea of the demo-
graphics of cyclists on campus,” said UWSA 
president Lauren Bosc.

For more information about the bike lab, 
visit www.theuwsa.ca.

University of winnipeg student and cycling enthusiast robin Bryan speaks at the launch of the new bike lab on campus.
leaH BorCHert

Lab emphasizes education and sustainability
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FaTemah aL heLaL
voLUNTeer

Women in Saudi Arabia seem like they are 
always waiting for a royal decision to have 
their rights given to them. In 1960, women 
were granted the right for education by King 
Faisal bin Abdul-Aziz, despite opposition 
from the public.

After 50 years of living with this decision, 
the results are clear.

According to the World Bank report, there 
are more female students in higher education 
in Saudi Arabia than in Jordan, Lebanon, 
Tunisia or West Bank-Gaza. Women in this 
country realize that they don’t want to wait 
another 50 years to have another basic right.

As an example of this, a group of women 
last June defied a nationwide ban that keeps 
them from driving.

This step seems to be a very small one 
toward reaching equality between men and 
women, but at least it starts things moving.

Unfortunately, the authority’s response 
to this event was to detain the women who 
drove their cars and to continue to ban 
women from driving.

Surprisingly, on Sept. 25, the king of 
Saudi Arabia announced that women will be 
allowed for the first time to join the unelected 
parliament. Women will now be able to vote 
and run for office starting at the next munic-
ipal councils in 2015.

This is the most significant step forward in 
Saudi women’s rights since the girls’ educa-

tion decision in 1960.
A lot of women have been dreaming of 

this for long time, and many were surprised 
by the decision. As a Saudi woman, I was also 
surprised, but at the same time I couldn’t be 
wholly optimistic about it.

I garnered conflicting messages from the 
announcement.

The first one, which is positive, was that 
King Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz believed that 
this action would lead to women’s empower-
ment and political reform.

The second message was that this was just 
a way to bend to the international commu-
nity in order to avoid the embarrassment 
of being so far behind the rest of the world 
when it comes to women’s rights.

Looking at it in this context, the women’s 
involvement in the municipal election and 
parliament wouldn’t be positive, but a sham. 
There are examples of this throughout the 
Middle East.

Afghanistan parliament, for example, 
has women elected, but this doesn’t make 
Afghanistan a democratic country or a better 
place for women.

As a matter of fact, some of those women 
are warlord’s allies, and most of the time they 
work against women’s well-being because 

there is no way to oppose the warlords’ patri-
archal government.

Even if there were a women who decided 
to talk honestly or fight for women’s equality, 
they would end up dismissed from the par-
liament.

Malalai Joya was a good example of a 
woman who was dismissed for publicly 
denouncing the presence of what she consid-
ered to be warlords and war criminals in the 
Afghanistan parliament.

In light of the possibilities at hand, the 

most important thing is for women in Saudi 
Arabia to benefit from this powerful right 
and keep pushing to gain more rights, so that 
we can consistently enhance women’s status 
there.

Fatemah Al Helal is an international student 
who was awarded her first degree in Food 
and Nutritional Science. Currently majoring 
in Sociology at University of Winnipeg, more 
of Fatemah’s writings can be found at http://
daughterofarabia.blogspot.com.

davId JaCkS
voLUNTeer

The University of Winnipeg is home to one 
of the most innovative, healthy and cutting-
edge campus food providers in the country, 
if not the world.

Mainstream media from across Canada 
have hailed Diversity as a pioneer in com-
munity-driven food services, benefiting 
students, faculty, staff and the university’s 
immediate community through its Com-
munity Economic Development business 
model.

But credit for the idea for Diversity Food 
Services, which has thus far belonged to the 
University of Winnipeg, should actually go 
to the University of Winnipeg Students’ 
Association (UWSA), and to you, the stu-
dent.

Throughout the early 2000s, campus 
food services were provided by Chartwells, 
a private company whose sole motive was 
profit - not providing healthy food, and not 
contributing to the community.

The UWSA organized numerous surveys 
of the student body to gauge the top issues 
facing students.

The results: issue number one was tuition 
fees, issue number two was food on cam-
pus.

Students at the time also identified that 
they would prefer local and organic food 
products, biodegradable containers and a 
not-for-profit philosophy.

Students recognized that the food pro-
vided by Chartwells was inadequate and 
over-priced. The UWSA, in response, devel-

oped a business plan in 2003/2004, and 
joined with SEED Winnipeg with pro-
jected funding from the Winnipeg Part-
nership Agreement.

This plan was called Food Cubed Social 
Enterprise Development.

The goal of Food Cubed was for the stu-
dents’ association to partner with SEED 
Winnipeg and the university to provide 
local, organic, affordable and healthy food 
services to students, while at the same time 
ensuring community involvement.

Sound familiar?
Unfortunately for the UWSA, the uni-

versity’s contract with Chartwells had a 
number of years left, and Food Cubed 
was shelved. The UWSA then turned to 
creating Soma Café, opened in 2008, as a 
healthy food alternative to Chartwells.

In the meantime, and unbeknownst 
to the UWSA, the University of Winni-
peg had already begun planning the cre-
ation of Diversity, using the same (or at 
least similar) business model the UWSA 
had proposed.

The UWSA, in fact, resubmitted the 
Food Cubed proposal in 2008 to facilitate 
the opportunity to provide food in the 
new science complex.

Again: familiar?
The fact is: Diversity was a student idea.
UWSA resources went into developing 

a full business plan, philosophy and fund-
ing model five years before Diversity Food 
Services was launched in 2009.

Credit should go to chef Ben Kramer 
and the team at Diversity for the formida-
ble execution of this great idea, which in 
retrospect, the UWSA would never have 
had the capacity to operate.

As students we should be proud that one 
of the nation’s most inventive, high quality, 
socially responsible campus food providers 
is actually modeled after our proposal, and 
in an environment where plagiarism is gen-
erally frowned upon, it would be nice if stu-
dents were recognized for it.

David Jacks was president of the Univer-
sity of Winnipeg Students’ Association in 
2007/2008, and is currently majoring in 
International Development Studies and 
Rhetoric, Writing and Communication.

i know my rights
Saudi women can now vote and run for office, but there’s more to the royal decision than meets the eye
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it was our idea first
Students should be proud of Diversity

Women in Saudi Arabia 
realize that they don’t want 
to wait another 50 years to 
have another basic right

Got something to say?

Send your letters to editor@uniter.ca
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Credit for the idea for 
Diversity Food Services, 
which has thus far belonged 
to the University of 
Winnipeg, should actually 
go to the University 
of Winnipeg Students’ 
Association, and to you, 
the student



09
The UniTer       www.UniTer.ca

CommeNts
NOveMber 3, 2011

CarSoN hammoNd
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It’s probably safe to say that few eyebrows are 
raised today when a new ad campaign for a 
stick of deodorant, movie or bacon-loaded 
burger makes its way into regular rotation on 
our televisions.

Advertisers need to grab their audience’s 
attention through the use of humour, excite-
ment, fear, lies, or possibly a combination 
of two or more of these in order to sell their 
respective products.

There’s nothing shocking about that, but 
recently we have seen the rise of TV ad cam-
paigns that expressly promote specific reli-
gions, such as Mormon.org and Scientology.
org.

Get ready for “intelligent debate,” Inter-
net.

While TV advertisements for organiza-
tions closely affiliated with specific religions 
are nothing new - charities have been using 
this angle for a long time - the recent trend 
of advertising religions in-and-of themselves 
is nearly unprecedented for the television 
medium.

Take, for example, The Church of Scien-
tology’s series of TV spots featuring a cast of 
trendy young people turning their faces to a 
mysterious light, climbing and hoisting mir-
rors skywards while narrators offer a succes-
sion of poetic, confusing phrases about - well, 
about something good.

Throw in some nature footage and excep-
tionally high production values and you’ve 
got one hell of a commercial - that is, until 
the viewer realizes that they aren’t watching 
a trailer for the latest Sundance Film Festival 
award winner.

Mormon.org seems to be taking a differ-
ent route with their campaign. Their spots 
are unusually long, casually paced interviews 
with individuals who adhere to the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, more com-
monly referred to as the Mormon Church.

In the various monologues, subjects talk 
about their lives, jobs, families and interests. 
Each advertisement concludes with the indi-
vidual saying, “I’m _______, and I’m a Mor-

mon.”
While Scientology.org aims to attract new 

members with heavy doses of enigma and 
spectacular imagery, Mormon.org seems to 
be going for a down-to-earth, “See, we’re not 
so weird” approach.

It seems to me, however, that both cam-
paigns are destined to fail in their attempts to 
connect with viewers.

First off, as a society virtually raised in 
front of our TV screens, we’re conditioned to 
see commercials as sales pitches.

While advertisers are constantly work-
ing to create commercials that appear hon-
est, friendly and wholly un-commercial-like, 
wiser individuals remain suspicious of their 
intentions.

This means that most viewers will be 
instinctively skeptical of the aforementioned 
campaigns - and rightly so.

Even though they may not be literally 

“selling something,” viewers are likely to treat 
them as if they are.

By virtue of their respective values, both 
groups purport to hold knowledge of “the 
truth,” as do most - if not all - organized reli-
gions.

When advertisement is present, competi-
tion is reasonably implied. It seems then to 
become a case more of “our truth is more 
attractive than your truth,” rather than “our 
truth is the truth.”

This overt competitiveness, in my opin-
ion, winds up undermining key values of 
both groups.

Questions come to mind: Why must you 
try so hard to make your religion appealing 
if it is, after all, the truth? Why not focus 
on informing viewers of the actual beliefs of 
your religion, thereby letting the power of 
“the truth” speak for itself? Isn’t the attrac-
tiveness of truth, after all, irrelevant in light 

of its truthfulness?
If there is merit to these advertisements, it 

seems to be in their tendency to raise ques-
tions and controversy.

There may be thousands of furious rants 
crammed into the dark recesses of online 
forums and comments sections due to this 
very topic, but as they increase in number, 
the respective religions’ websites will see more 
and more hits.

So, the question becomes, “Is all atten-
tion - even critical attention - beneficial for a 
belief system that aims to spread?”

If we see more of these types of TV spots 
in the future, the answer is probably “yes.”

Carson Hammond is a second-year English 
major at the University of Winnipeg. He has 
exactly zero blogs to tell you about, and no 
writing-related accomplishments of which to 
brag.

and god said, ‘don’t change that channel’
TV ads for religions are bound to fail
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While Scientology.org aims 
to attract new members 
with heavy doses of enigma 
and spectacular imagery, 
Mormon.org seems to be 
going for a down to Earth, 
“See, we’re not so weird” 
approach

Trevor graUmaNN
CommeNTS edITor

The Neepawa Natives hazing scandal rolls on.
The 15-year-old player who first reported 

the hazing has been traded from the team, a 
move welcomed by the player’s parents.

Brad Biggers, the assistant coach of the 
team, has resigned in light of allegations that 
he was in the room at the time of the hazing, 
and has been indefinitely suspended from 
coaching.

Neepawa’s local radio station, CJ97 Radio, 
has pulled their support from the team, say-
ing they will only replace it if the player who 
reported the hazing is apologized to, and if 
head coach Bryant Perrier is fired.

For those not in the know, the scandal 
began when the player in question reported 
the team’s hazing rituals, which he was sub-
jected to in September. These rituals included 
dragging around a case of water bottles tied 
to his genitals.

As this story illustrates, hazing can be a 

cruel fixture of joining a sports team, as well 
as a confusing one.

Like many observers, I can’t see how forc-
ing a teammate to perform degrading acts 
does anything to promote togetherness. And 
I played hockey for many years growing up.

But it must be said that not everyone goes 
as far as the Neepawa team, especially when 
the hazing takes place out of the realm of 
sports.

When I started Grade 9, a few of my 
friends and I were laid down on the side-

walk and treated to a shower of ketchup and 
mustard from the Grade 12s, an uninspired 
excuse for hazing that had been learned from 
Dazed and Confused.

It was silly, and though our principal took 
it very seriously, it was certainly not mali-
cious. In all honesty, I think it did bring us 
closer to the older guys. I realize this isn’t the 
norm, but it must be said that not all hazing 
is disgusting and vicious.

In light of the Neepawa story becoming 
national news, talk of hazing being consid-
ered an offence under the Criminal Code of 
Canada has begun.

This is a tricky issue, because as my anec-
dote illustrates, the spectrum of hazing may 
be wide, and not every form is as hurtful as 
the one performed by the Neepawa Natives 
hockey team.

If there’s one thing I know, it’s that laws 
should not be created based on the emotional 
response of parents; if this were allowed, any-
one who made a harsh comment on Face-
book would be in jail.

However, it’s true that many team rituals 

are bizarre and degrading. From close friends 
who played high school hockey, I have heard 
several stories similar to that of the Neepawa 
Natives.

Extremes such as forcing a new player to 
masturbate in front of the rest of the team are 
not unheard of.

Putting aside the psychoanalytic tenden-
cies this behaviour inspires in me, such stories 
do not depict a team growing closer together, 
and they are usually not told by players still 
on said team.

I welcome the criminal consideration for 
hazing, especially in the wake of this awful 
story.

But the guidelines for what constitute 
malicious hazing need to be precise, so that 
an abstract title is not utilized to accuse harm-
less people of a crime.

Trevor Graumann is The Uniter’s comments 
editor.

We’re in this together
neepawa scandal brings bizarre hazing rituals into question

If there’s one thing I know, 
it’s that laws should not 
be created based on the 
emotional response of 
parents; if this were allowed, 
anyone who made a harsh 
comment on Facebook would 
be in jail
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JeSSICa BoTeLho-UrBaNSkI
voLUNTeer

The Winnipeg Art Gallery’s latest exhibi-
tion, The Messenger, examines the famed 
work of one of Canada’s most polarizing, 
yet prized, artists - William Kurelek.

Fittingly, Kurelek grew up on a farm in 
Stonewall, less than an hour away from the 
establishment that now houses the largest 
display of his works ever to be seen.

With 85 pieces grouped into eight cate-
gories, the exhibition’s organization mirrors 
one of Kurelek’s early artistic themes: The 
Maze.

The core motif he drew upon repeat-
edly in his first collection Who Am I? Where 
Am I? Why Am I? is most explicit in The 
Maas Maze (1971), an intricate depiction of 
Kurelek’s brain that reveals insight into his 
grotesque thoughts.

What makes the series so disturbing is the 
vague line it straddles between real and sur-
real. Often times, the artist recalls his past 
torment to recreate scenes such as those in 
Maas Maze.

Be it a boy getting bloodily beaten up 
amongst a crowd of bystanders, or a grown 
man being prodded by hoards of doctors in 
a hospital, Kurelek (presumably) lived these 
experiences.

In the same tableau there’s a man skin-
ning his arm with a blade while studying an 
anatomy book.

If you are willing to ask what the dark 
and twisted imagery might mean, the view-
ing experience is intriguing and eye open-
ing, especially towards issues of mental 
health.  

Kurelek sadly fit the definition of “tor-
tured artist” too well. He committed him-
self to psychiatric care in London, England 
from 1952 to 1954 and attempted suicide 
in ‘54, an episode he foreshadowed a year 
before in painting I Spit On Life.

Later, the Ukrainian farm boy reestab-
lished his prairie roots to paint another 
series, Big Lonely. This sequence portrays 
quiet landscapes featuring few characters 
amid fields of wheat and snow.

Of this category, Despondency (1963), 
an image of a lone farmer standing in his 
flooded crops, is most poignant.

Our World Today (1968) is a satirical stab 
at human morality. The painting’s descrip-
tion quotes Kurelek describing humanity as 
“a child playing in a burning barn, blind to 
its own mistakes and to the world’s suffer-

ing.”
Andrew Kear, curator of historical Cana-

dian art for the WAG, describes Kurelek’s 
work as very narrative and interactive.

“You can go in close to see the details, 
and step back to get the whole picture,” he 
says. “The website (www.kurelek.ca) is a 
great addition and allows people who can’t 
make it to Winnipeg, Victoria or Hamilton 
(the show’s three stops) to access the exhibit 
from home.”

Of course, if you can make it down to the 
gallery, you definitely should. There is no 
substituting seeing Kurelek’s flawed intrica-

cies in person.
“There’s something about the kind of 

social critique that goes on with Kurelek 
that’s definitely relevant to today,” Kear 
says. “Kurelek was doing most of his work 
when globalization was just beginning. He 
was painting after the Cuban Missile Crisis, 
when people believed ‘The end is nigh!’ and 
you can feel the anxiety still.”

William Kurelek: The Messenger is at the 
Winnipeg Art Gallery until Saturday, Dec. 
31. Visit www.wag.ca or www.kurelek.ca for 
details.

William Kurelek: the Messenger

i Spit on Life (left) is a painting made using watercolour on board. where am i? who am i? why am i? (above) is 
watercolour on paper. Both works were created in the early 1950s.

WilliaM KUreleK
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Famed Stonewall artist’s work displays social critique that’s still relevant more than 30 years after his death

“Kurelek was doing most of 
his work when globalization 
was just beginning. He was 
painting after the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, when people 
believed ‘The end is nigh!’ 
and you can feel the anxiety 
still.” 
- anDrew Kear, cUraTOr OF hiSTOricaL canaDian 
arT, waG
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of land and sea
kaeLeIgh ayre
arTS reporTer

Writing, recording and producing a sin-
gle album is a labour of love for musicians. 
Tack on a second disc and you have twice the 
amount of writing, recording, producing and 
therefore, twice the time and money.

This was a challenge that Toronto singer-
songwriter Sarah Slean was willing to take on 
with her latest release, the double-disc record-
ing entitled Land and Sea.

It’s been three years since Slean released 
her last disc, The Baroness, an album she calls 
the back cover to a book about her life up 
until then.

“(The Baroness) was the end of a really 
stormy, tumultuous 20s,” Slean says by 
phone. “I did all kinds of travelling, made all 
kinds of mistakes, did all kinds of searching, 
had lots of bad relationships, made business 
decisions that were terrible - I experienced 
the whole gamut.

“I also had some great highs as well. The 
Baroness was just ending a chapter of extremes. 
I have a new footing now with Land and Sea. 
I have a clear understanding of who I am and 
what I can do.”

Through YouTube, Slean has released a 
series of behind the scenes videos chronicling 
the recording process of Land and Sea leading 
up to its release on Sept. 27.

Slean explains in one video that when she 
sat down to write for this disc, the songs were 
coming out in two very different streams - a 
pop music stream that turned into the mate-
rial on the Land disc, and an orchestral stream 
that turned into the material on the Sea disc.

“Those streams have always been present 
in my music, but in their infant stages, like 
on (major label debut) Night Bugs, I sort of 
patched them together, or I would smear some 
orchestral colour on top of a pop song. I’d have 
some cabaret, but I’d put in a rock band with 
it. I would try to make them exist together.

“I feel like both of those influences have 
really found their clarity. The lyrical voice is 
very clear and separate for Land and for Sea,” 

Slean says of the double-album.
“You can’t really try to ram these into one 

song, and you can’t have this beautiful bal-
lad followed by this crazy rock song. They 
seem to be really separate audio worlds. I 
wanted the listener to be able to experience 
them both that way, without having to sort 
of ping pong back and forth or be jolted out 
of one.”

Being coupled together, Land and Sea 
can be seen as one complete record, or two 
very different records that complement each 
other.

“Land is a perspective of being here, in this 
time and place on planet earth as a particular 
person in a particular situation. It’s the speci-
ficity of your existence right now.”

Compared to Sea which, like its namesake, 
is an infinite, mysterious entity that ebbs and 
flows and exists in each of our lives.

“You feel this incredible presence, an eter-
nal presence that’s an undying, timeless thing. 
It’s the force of life itself. (Sea is) when you go 
beyond self and the specific person rooted in 
this time and place. I think that’s what gives 
the finite self its rich meaning.”

Read more from this interview in Kaeleigh 
Ayre’s blog at www.uniter.ca, including what 
it was like to work with producer Joel Plaskett 
and what Slean’s tour must-haves are.

 See Sarah Slean at the west end cultural centre 
on Thursday, nov. 10
 Doors at 7:15 p.m., show at 8 p.m.
 Tickets are $28 at the wecc, Ticketmaster, Music 
Trader and winnipeg Folk Festival Music Store and 
$32 at the door  
 Visit www.sarahslean.com

On her new album Land and Sea, Sarah Slean balanced her love of writing pop songs with her love of writing orchestral music.
ivan otis

the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the Helsinki fashion blog www.
hel-looks.com. each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual expression 
and celebrate that you are really, really good looking.

stePHen KUrz & valerija KUzeMa

seamus
"My mom doesn't dress 
me anymore, so i dress 

in her clothes"
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THURSDAY, NOV. 3

The Times change(d) high and Lonesome club will be hop-
pin' when local rockers SUBciTy return to the stage with 
edmonton rock act The FaLKLanDS and Vancouver's PreVi-
OUS TenanTS.

Miss The hUMMerS? well they're getting back together for a 
reunion show at the Lo Pub.

as part of aboriginal Music week, The aBOriGinaL SOnG-
wriTerS cOncerT is at the west end cultural centre with 
aLi FOnTaine, caSSiDy Mann, KyLa ceDerwaLL and LeeLa 
GiLDay.

aboriginal Music week continues with The SaSKMUSic 
ShOwcaSe at the Pyramid with cOnraD BiGKniFe, DOnny 
ParenTeaU, MiTch DaiGneaULT and riVa FarreLL raceTTe.

aborginal Music week also features great blues acts at the 
windsor hotel with J.c. caMPBeLL, Tracy BOne, criSTa cOU-
TUre and GaBrieL ayaLa.

Folk act OLD SeeD plays the Folk exchange.

The DinO Dean BanD plays Shannon's Pub.

aboriginal rock quartet BrUTherS OF DiFFerenT MUTherS 
play the Zoo.

FRIDAY, NOV. 4

acclaimed sound artist KraM ran returns to winnipeg to 
destory minds and celebrate his new album The idiot Prince 
at the warehouse, 318 ross St. with opening acts aUnTie 
DaDa, MaLLOry KnOx and DaViD M. SweaTMan.

eViL SUrViVeS! MeTaL! OZZy'S! with SKULLFiST and LeGiOn 
OF LiQUOr.

VaLerie JUne, a favourite at this year's Folk Festival is 
returning to winnipeg at the Times change(d) high and 
Lonesome club at 7 p.m.

The PerPeTraTOrS are releasing their new album K-Mac's 
and howik's Punk Blues Funhouse with BraDLeyBOy at the 
Times change(d) high and Lonesome club following Val-
erie June.

ManiTO ahBee FeSTiVaL presents the aBOriGinaL PeOPLeS 
chOice MUSic awarDS at the MTS centre featuring DereK 
MiLLer, GhOSTKeePer, eLiSaPie iSaac, KeLLy DanieLS and 
SaMian featuring FLOrenT VOLLanT.

MarK KOZeLeK of red house Painters and Sun Kil Moon 
graces the west end cultural centre stage.

roots act reD MOOn rOaD plays the Folk exchange, 211 Ban-
natyne.

The BUShTiTS play everyone's favourite new Osborne haunt, 
the army & navy air Force club 60, 433 river ave.

MarcO caSTiLLO plays the current at the Forks.

BerT JOhnSOn and SOULSTaTiOn play Le Garage café in St. 
Boniface.

Folk Fest favourite ricKy SKaGGS plays the McPhillips Sta-
tion casino.

as part of aboriginal Music week The eLecTric POw wOw 
features a TriBe caLLeD reD, SaMian and wOrLD hOOD at 
the Pyramid cabaret.

BerMerSiDe plays Shannon's irish Pub.

GUMBy plays the Zoo.

Jump and jive to the 19-piece execUTiVe BiG BanD at the 
Park Theatre.

SATURDAY, NOV. 5

Get ready boys and ghouls! TOny DanZiG and The chiLDren 
in heaT play the Park Theatre with rePUBLic OF chaMPi-
OnS, KiDS anD herOeS and The GUMShOe STrUT.

VaLerie JUne plays another early show show at the Times 
change(d) high and Lonesome club at 7 p.m.

The PerPeTraTOrS celebrate their new album release for 
a second night at at the Times change(d) high and Lone-
some club.

Bluegrass with a punk rock attitude - Larry anD hiS FLaSK 
is at the Pyramid. it's gonna be a barn burner.

Bluegrass with a traditional attitude - local sensations Oh 
My DarLinG release their new album Sweet nostalgia at the 
west end cultural centre.

Get your punk rock fill with a GreaT FUcKinG ShOw at the 
Kings hotel featuring FLaSh OUT, TerrOriST, SOriTeS Para-
DOx and McnaSTieS.

indie rock act BOaTS! plays with heartbeat city and Zoppa 
at the Lo Pub.

QUaDraFUnK is at the Modern, 354 Portage, with SeeD 
OrGaniZaTiOn, KaSM, reDwOrM and special guest ViBeS-
Man!

STicKyBUDS is spinning at Marquee Lounge & event centre 
with DJ hUnnicUTT, iLL TyPe and MOLLyFi.

Saskatchewan folk rocker ShUyLer JanSen plays Pop 
Soda's coffeehouse & Gallery.

JeLLy B & The KMarT ShOPPerS plays happy Mike's coffee 

house, 195 collegiate St.

KeiTh DycK and FarGO ariZOna plays the Bella Vista, 53 
Maryland St.

2MSU, MOrTaL rUinS, SOULLeSS icOn and The rUineD play 
the Zoo.

aborginal Music week keeps going with The aLL My reLa-
TiOnS STaGe at the windsor hotel featuring JB The FirST 
LaDy, The JOhnnyS, wiLL BeLcOUrT & The hOLLywOOD inDi-
anS, J.c. caMPBeLL and Tracy BOne.

sunday, nov. 6
all The KinG'S Men play their weekly gig at the King's head 
Pub.

BiG DaVe McLean'S blues jam is at the Times change(d) 
high and Lonesome club.

MONDAY, NOV. 7

Brooding Vancouver rocker MaTThew GOOD plays the Bur-
ton cummings Theatre.

naThan rOGerS plays Shannon's.

ninJa ParaDe and SLOw MOTiOn VicTOry play the Zoo.

TUESDAY, NOV. 8

hOnhee hOnhee plays the Lo pub with haUnTer and enJOy 
yOUr PUMaS.

enTer ShiKari, FOr TODay, The DeViL wearS PraDa, and 
whiTechaPeL play the Garrick centre.

BrOcK ZeMan plays the Times change(d) high and Lone-
some club.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 9

canadian roots-rock badass TOM wiLSOn returns to the 
west end cultural centre, playing tunes of the Lee harvey 
Osmond variety.

JaMie rUMPLey, ThriFT STOre LOVe and eLecTric SOUL 
play Ozzy's.

DeFLaTeD eGOS play Shannon's.

UPCOMING EVENTS

BiG SUGar is back and is playing a concert at the Burton 
cummings Theatre on Thursday, nov. 10.

Seductive songstress Sarah SLean plays the west end cul-
tural centre on nov. 10.

Local surf-rockers The LOneLy VULcanS release their sec-
ond album on Friday, nov. 11 at the Times change(d) high 
and Lonesome club.

The must-see live act of the fall The weBer BrOTherS are 
performing at the Park Theatre nov. 11.

haPPiLy DySFUncTiOnaL, a documentary on the Transis-
tor 66 music label, will be showing along with label artists 
The crOOKeD BrOTherS and The ViBraTinG BeDS for a free 
show on Sunday, nov. 13 at 6:30 p.m. at the Park Theatre.

The much-hyped TUne-yarDS play the west end cultural 
centre on Monday, nov. 14.

The St. John's six-piece hey rOSeTTa are playing the Gar-
rick centre on Thursday, nov. 17.

chaD VanGaaLen is playing the west end cultural centre on 
Friday, nov. 18.

This year's rainbow Trout Festival was unexpectedly can-
celled, but on nov. 18 at the Lo Pub local bands will unite to 
keep the festival alive.

Manitoba roots Trio SweeT aLiBi releases their self-titled 
debut album at the Park Theatre on Sunday, nov. 20.

c.r. aVery & wiL play the wecc on Friday, nov. 25.

Stoner rockers KyUSS are playing the Garrick centre on 
Tuesday, nov. 29.

The aMaZinG KreSKin attempts to read our thoughts and 
blow our minds on Tuesday, Dec. 13 at the west end cul-
tural centre.

The MaGniFicenT 7S long, long, long awaited album release 
is finally happening on Thursday, Dec. 15 at the west end 
cultural centre.

FreD Penner does another rowdy show for adults that 
just want to be kids on Friday, Dec. 16 at the west end cul-
tural centre.

ex-can front man DaMO SUZUKi is coming back to winnipeg! 
But you'll have to wait until Thursday, March 22. he'll be per-
forming until your mind is goo at the wecc.

MUsiC listings

Want to see your event in The uniter?

e-mail your listing to listings@uniter.ca. The 
deadline for all listings is Tuesday. The Uniter is 
published every Thursday, so send your listings 

9 days prior to the issue you want your listing to 
appear in. it’s free. it’s easy.

MATTHEW GOOD
Love him or hate him, Matthew Good came back this spring 
in an interesting way.

After his last few discs, the brilliant and raw confessional 
that was 2007’s Hospital Music and the ‘90s re-hash of 2009’s 
Vancouver, Good delivered a stellar and moving disc this past 
May, Lights of Endangered Species.

A relatively drastic yet totally natural shift, it included 
woodwinds, piano and horns and was produced by longtime 
collaborator Warne Livesey.

After getting remarried and having a son this past Febru-
ary (after the album was recorded, mind you), you’d think that 
the notoriously outspoken Vancouverite might have started to 
mellow, but no. He’s back and ready for the road, armed with 
an arsenal of hits and his hired gun backing band.

Exactly a decade ago, Good was putting the final nails in 
the Matthew Good Band coffin with the release of The Audio 
of Being.

Since that rather public breakup, he’s released a book, a 
greatest hits collection, battled an Ativan addiction after 
divorcing his first wife, toured solo and continued to speak his 
mind fully and completely.

At the end of the day, that’s all we really want from Good 
- to be honest and direct, to get us discussing politics and to 
even entertain us with everything from epic rockers to intri-
cate ballads.

See him at the Burton Cummings Theatre on Monday, 
Nov. 7 at 8 p.m. Tickets range from $25-$39.50 at Ticketmas-
ter.

Visit www.matthewgood.org.
- niCHolas friesen

VALERIE JUNE
If you missed Valerie June at the Winnipeg Folk Festival 
this summer, you missed out on one of the most charm-
ing girls from Memphis, Tennessee that you’ll ever see. 
Thankfully, she’s coming back to town for an incredibly 
performance at the Times Change(d) High and Lonesome 
Club.

Her honey-soaked vocals captured the heart of every 
audience member, whether it was one of her own tunes or 
a cover of the traditional favourite You Are My Sunshine.

Miss June even went on to win over workshop mate 
Naomi Shelton - and if you caught the closing night sing-
along (involving June and gospel queen Shelton swaying 
arm in arm together like long-lost kin) you’d know she’s 
the real deal.

Her sound, a mix of delta blues and vintage coun-
try, could easily be mistaken for something from another 
time, and if you don’t catch her in the flesh, you’ll be hard 
pressed to believe that her banjo and guitar-laced tunes are 
not from a time when reel to reels were in common use.

Mostly though, it’s her southern charm and storytelling 
that will win you over.

So unless you’re a doctor on call, come on out to the 
Times Change(d) High and Lonesome Club on Friday, 
Nov. 4 and Saturday, Nov. 5 to catch her in the act with 
Winnipeg’s own Perpetrators.

Visit www.valeriejune.com.
- niCHolas friesen

BIG SUGAR
In 2003, Big Sugar went out with a bang - a greatest hits 
record and a tour with up-and-comers The Trews (BS main 
man Gordie Johnson had produced their debut). It was a 
passing-the-torch moment, but now Johnson has come back 
to reclaim what is rightfully his - the crown of Canrock and 
blues.

Since the breakup, Johnson has been living in Texas and 
fronting Grady, as well as producing a record or two, includ-
ing Joel Plaskett’s brilliant Ashtray Rock.

Despite the fact that Grady has always been a success, 
Johnson decided the time was right to get mouth harpist 
Mr. Chill, bassist Garry Lowe, key man Friendlyness and 
drummer Stephane “Bodean” Beaudin to re-form the classic 
BS lineup - not to rehash the rock radio hits of the ’90s, but 
to make some brand new noise.

The result: Revolution Per Minute, a stunning return 
to form for Johnson and co., which was released this past 
June.

What, that’s not enough of a reason to come check out 
Big Sugar when they detonate the Burton Cummings The-
atre on Thursday, Nov. 10? How about the fact that blues 
pop heroes Wide Mouth Mason will be opening the night, 
a band that Johnson now plays bass in?

The show starts at 7:30 p.m. and tickets are available at 
Ticketmaster for $19.50 - $35.

Visit www.bigsugar.com.
- niCHolas friesen

visit uniter.ca/listings for more of what’s happening

more music this week
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adam peTraSh
voLUNTeer STaFF

Fresh off the Blackie & the Rodeo Kings tour for 
their latest album, Kings and Queens, Canrock 
mainstay Tom Wilson shows no signs of slow-
ing down.

But this time he’s heading out on tour - solo.
“I’ve been considering myself a solo guy for 

35 years but I’ve been in bands for about 30 of 
those years,” Wilson says over the phone from 
his home in Hamilton. “So these solo shows are 
a welcomed addition to my work schedule.”

Having released a trio of solo records in the 
2000s, Wilson has kept his name off the album 
titles recently. This tour sees Wilson stop in Win-
nipeg, a stop he says he’s looking forward to.

“I kind of think of Hamilton as a Winnipeg 
south. There are a lot of the same sensibilities, 
the artistic community, there’s an awareness of 
ourselves that’s not the same as big cities,” he 
says. “I dig Winnipeg a lot.”

And those who are fans of Wilson’s solo efforts 
as well as his entire musical catalogue won’t be 
disappointed.

“There’s complete freedom in a solo show,” 
he says. “I’m fortunate enough to work in bands 
that, as the old saying goes, can turn on a dime - 
you know, as far as changing arrangements ... to 
make it solo and spin it a little bit faster.”

Even though Wilson is heading out solo, he 
confirms he will never release a solo album under 

his own name. The Lee Harvey Osmond project 
is essentially solo, though.

“My solo work was kind of similar to the work 
I do with Blackie & the Rodeo Kings, so the rea-
son for Lee Harvey Osmond was to separate the 
creative worlds of music for me,” he explains.

“It’s a concentrated effort to strictly write for 
Lee Harvey Osmond,” he adds. “Blackie & the 
Rodeo Kings writing falls in what I do naturally. 
I’d rather be extending myself with other play-
ers.”

Wilson hasn’t just been keeping busy with 
his music - he’s no stranger to the world of art, 
either. He currently has an exhibit in New York 
City running until the New Year.

“I did an (art show) with Michael Stipe, Dan-
iel Lanois and the late ‘Long John’ Baldry and 
that was the first art show I ever did and it was 
a huge success. I sold everything,” Wilson says. 
“So I kept on painting.

“The art is more like therapy to me and I 
think that people recognize that in the art and 
recognize the personal struggle and the personal 
endeavours that go into creating it. It’s become a 
bigger part of my life than I expected it to be.”

If that wasn’t enough, Wilson has two records 
in the can waiting to come out with Lee Har-
vey Osmond. He’s recently released a children’s 
book titled The Mighty Moon King, sung the 
theme song for the new cartoon Crash Canyon 
and acted in the film Please Kill Mr. Know It All 
alongside Canadian comic Colin Mochrie.

“I’m just a busy fucker,” he laughs. “My time 
is divided quite thinly, but I’ve accomplished a 
lot.”

 See Tom wilson perform at the west end cultural cen-
tre on wednesday, nov. 9
 Doors at 7:15 p.m., show at 8 p.m.
 Tickets are $22 at the wecc, Ticketmaster, the Folk 
Festival Music Store and Music Trader and $26 at the door
 Visit www.tomwilson.net

the Mountain Man comes to the 
Prairies

Tom wilson of Lee harvey Osmond and Blackie and the rodeo Kings performs at the winnipeg Folk Festival this past July.

niCHolas friesen

feng shui
Under My Sweater
Independent

recorded at Private ear Studios with John Paul Peters, 
local group Feng Shui’s first eP, Under My Sweater, is a 
diverse record of rock ‘n’ roll styles. The record starts 
with Gasoline, a protest song with strong vocals and 
great guitar presence - both of which are hard to miss 
in this eclectic album. Sunny afternoon is an upbeat 
tune with a ska flavour. Lonely is simply a poignant 
ballad, while robobaby has a jazzy yet Doors-ish flavour with killer vocals. Shift to First 
gives you that blues feel. Sly Jim in abm takes that vibe one step further with a serene 
piano intro and guitar licks that remind you of the Tragically hip. Feng Shui is no doubt a 
tight band; they would rock any venue and the vocals are phenomenal. Keep your ears to 
the ground - they are on the up and up.

- John Van Leer

tRio BeMBe
Oh My Soul
Independent

released this past april, Trio Bembe’s third album is 
the definition of smooth. Oh My Soul features Latin jazz 
standards such as antonio Fuentes’s La Murcura, allowing 
singer amber epp to ensnare listeners with her techni-
cal prowess and accentuated diction. her scatting on 
inolvidable/ Open eyes is virtuosic but also conveys strong 
emotion. epp is backed by guitarist rodrigo Muñoz whose jazzy accompaniment is beau-
tifully enigmatic. he gets his chance to shine in Drume negrita which provides a sleek 
solo akin to the late great wes Montgomery. Scott Senior provides solid percussion that 
sounds like it’s coming at the listener from every angle. The title track is written by epp 
and features the popular jazz pianist George colligan, and it’s the perfect culmination for 
the album as a whole with its funky Brazilian-esque beat infused with Stevie wonder-
influenced passion. For its smooth feel and joyful spirit, Trio Bembe`s Oh My Soul is the 
perfect album for your next hot date.

- Derek Loewen

ox
tUco
Cosmic dave’s record Factory

an “original soundtrack” by seminal alt-country group 
Ox, tUco is a great album to chill out to after a long day. 
each song flows seamlessly into the next on the group’s 
fifth album, keeping a fairly steady tempo and maintain-
ing the mood of a cross-country trip. This “late night 
playlist for all night prairie drives” opens perfectly with 
a cover of neil young’s Out On The weekend. Mark Browning’s vocals share a quality with 
young’s, and this ode to road trips starts off with an easy melodica line while we “buy a 
pickup and take it down to L.a.” The album continues east-bound down the Trans canada 
(from Ox’s original home of Vancouver, or so i imagine), just as Browning made his own 
trip from the west coast to Ox’s current home of Sudbury, Ont. Like every soundtrack 
there are instrumentals, but my favourite cut is what i Love about cars, with its amusing 
lyrics and great guitar riffs.

- Kaeleigh ayre

ssRis
effeminate Godzilla-Sized wind chimes
Creative recording

Describing their genre on Facebook as “noisy, poppy, 
punky, proggy, spazzy, dancing times,” SSris are 
certainly all of the above and so much more. Fronted 
by guitarists/vocalists elliot Langford and Joseph hira-
bayashi, these B.c. rockers have seen their fair share of 
success and tragedy - they recently lost their drummer, 
Tommy Milburn. after a four-month hiatus after his passing, they are regaining momen-
tum and have a new drummer, anthony Dallas. They have revamped their sound even 
more for their debut full-length. with upbeat and intricately orchestrated tunes like rows 
and certain Set configuration, this disc is sure to keep your ears glued to the speakers.

- Jared Gauthier

sWeetheaRt
xOxOx
Independent

Vancouver band Sweetheart’s second release is a pop 
rock assault in six easy pieces. with songs averaging 
three minutes each, it’s clean, crisp and easily digest-
ible. Perfect would make Butch walker proud, while 
David Bowie is Dead? feels like Queen covering Green 
Day for a benefit compilation. The self-produced eP 
never gets out of the relationship theme, but it doesn’t 
really need to. Love Disaster is nerf herder light (on both snark and rock) while name 
and numbers is a sweet mid-tempo popper. if you’re stoked about Blink 182’s reunion, 
this is likely your new favourite group - but not in a bad way. and, if you dig this eP (and 
pay the well-worth-it $6) then you should download Sweetheart’s Map of the human 
heart album on Bandcamp for free, as well. Download xOxOx at http://sweetheart.
bandcamp.com/album/xoxox.

- nicholas Friesen

cD reViewS

rodeo King Tom wilson keeps things going on solo tour
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“I’m just a busy fucker. My 
time is divided quite thinly, 
but I’ve accomplished a lot.” 
- TOM wiLSOn
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filM

The GLOBaL JUSTice FiLM FeSTiVaL 2011 is Fri-
day, nov. 4 until Saturday, nov. 5. The festi-
val shows films and documentaries that bring 
attention to social and environmental jus-
tice issues from around the globe. The festival 
begins with a Friday screening of QaPiranGa-
JUQ: inUiT KnOwLeDGe anD cLiMaTe chanGe at 
7 p.m. with directors Zacharias Kunuk and ian 
Mauro joining by Skype for a Q&a session at the 
winnipeg art Gallery, 300 Memorial Blvd. all Sat-
urday showings are at the University of winni-
peg, 515 Portage avenue from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.

highlights include of the Global Justice Film Fes-
tival 2011 include Gemini award-winning direc-
tor robert cornellier's BLacK waVe: LeGacy 
OF exxOn, Bill Guttentag and Dan Sturman's 
SOUnDTracK TO a reVOLUTiOn, and FOrce OF 
naTUre: The DaViD SUZUKi MOVie. Visit www.
globaljusticefilmfestival.ca for a schedule and 
detailed film descriptions or contact Marilee at 
info@mcic.ca or 987-6420.

winnipeggers are being treated to a feast of 
free animation screenings and activities until 
nov. 6, with the fifth edition of the national Film 
Board of canada’s GeT aniMaTeD! program. The 
screenings will be presented in english at the 
winnipeg Film Group’s cinematheque and in 
French at the centre culturel franco-manitobain, 
340 Provencher Blvd. For the complete schedule 
of screenings, visit nfb.ca/getanimated.

The Park Theatre is showing SiGUr rÓS's inni on 
Monday, nov. 7 at 3 p.m., 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. and 
Tuesday, nov. 8 at 3 p.m., 7 p.m. and 9 p.m.

Maria Popova's haPPy: a DOcUMenTary shows 
at the Park Theatre on nov. 9 at 7:30 p.m.

in conjunction with Gallery 1c03's The ephem-
erals: Trending project, there will be a free film 
screening of The STOry OF The cOaST SaL-
iSh KniTTerS, directed by christine welsh on 
wednesday, nov. 9 at 7 p.m. at aceartinc., 290 
McDermot ave. admission is free.

PrOJecT niM is a riveting story based on a true 
incident from the 1970s about an experiment 
to see if a chimpanzee could learn to commu-
nicate if nurtured and raised as a human being. 
The film shows at the cinematheque until Friday, 
nov. 11 at 7 p.m.

hot Docs has partnered with the national 
Screen institute, On Screen Manitoba and DOc 
winnipeg to bring the world’s best documenta-
ries to cinematheque. The BeST OF hOT DOcS 
will celebrate five unforgettable stories, each 
a sold-out hit from the hot Docs Festival. Films 
include heLL & BacK aGain which shows Fri-
day, nov. 11 at 7 p.m. UnSPeaKaBLe playing Sat-
urday, nov. 12 at 2 p.m. followed by yOU'Ve Been 
TrUMPeD at 8 p.m. The heartwarming BeinG 
eLMO: a PUPPeTeer'S JOUrney plays on Sunday, 
nov. 13 at 2 p.m. and is followed by the heart-
breaking GUanTanaMO TraP at 8 p.m. Tickets 
can be purchased at On Screen Manitoba. For 
more info, contact OSM at 927-5897.

literatUre

DaViD annanDaLe's book signing for The VaLe-
DicTOrianS will be on Saturday, nov. 5 at 2 p.m. 
at Mcnally robinson. David annandale is the 
author of the Jen Blaylock thrillers. his horror 
fiction has appeared in multiple anthologies, 
as has his writings on film and video games. 
annandale teaches film, literature and creative 
writing at the University of Manitoba. his first 
horror novel, Gethsemane hall, is forthcoming 
from Dundurn Press in 2012.

Former Governor General aDrienne cLarKSOn 
will be in winnipeg at 2 p.m. at the west end cul-
tural centre on Sunday, nov. 6 for a speaking 
appearance in support of her latest book, rOOM 
FOr aLL OF US: SUrPriSinG STOrieS OF LOSS 
anD TranSFOrMaTiOn. Tickets are available at 
Mcnally robinson Booksellers in person, or by 
calling 475-0483.

MarTine LeaViTT and chriS rUTKOwSKi will be 
reading as part of in DiaLOGUe, the Manitoba 
writers' Guild reading series, on Monday, nov. 
7 at 7:30 p.m. at the winnipeg Free Press news 
café. Martine Leavitt has written seven award-
winning novels for young adults and chris rut-
kowski is a canadian science writer and educa-
tor with a background in astronomy and a pas-
sion for teaching science concepts to children 
and adults. For more info, visit http://tinyurl.
com/inDialogueMB. Tickets are $10 at the door 
and can be reserved through the Manitoba writ-
ers' Guild at info@mbwriter.mb.ca.

Former MP BiLL BLaiKie will launch The BLaiKie 
rePOrT: an inSiDer'S LOOK aT FaiTh anD POL-
iTicS on wednesday nov. 9, at 7 p.m. at Mcnally 
robinson.

University of Manitoba history department pro-
fessor henry heLLer launches his new book 
BirTh OF caPiTaLiSM on Thursday, nov. 10 at 
7:30 p.m. at Mondragon.

attention local writers! Prairie Fire Press and 
Mcnally robinson Booksellers are presenting 
the 2011 annUaL wriTinG cOnTeST with awards 
for poetry, short fiction, creative non-fiction and 
more. For full contest rules check out www.prai-
riefire.ca. The deadline is nov. 30.

aqua Books is hosting the venerable poetry 
series SPeaKinG crOw. The crow is on every 
Tuesday and starts at 7 p.m. with a featured 
writer and is followed by two open mic sets and 
short breaks in between.

Project nim
Directed by James Marsh, 2011
93 minutes
plays at Cinematheque, Nov. 2 and Nov. 3 at 7 p.m.; Nov. 4 and Nov. 5 
at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m.; Nov. 6, Nov. 9 and Nov. 10 at 7 p.m.; and Nov. 11 
at 9 p.m.

JohN vaN Laar
voLUNTeer

James Marsh’s anticipated follow up to his 2008 
Academy Award-winning documentary, Man 
on Wire, is the extraordinary and riveting tale of 
a special chimpanzee named Nim.

The documentary profiles a 1970s social 
experiment and the social impact that research-
ers and a chimpanzee had with each other after 
prolonged interaction.

Project Nim was the brainchild of Herbert 
Terrace, professor at Columbia University, who 
wanted to know if it was possible for humans 
and chimpanzees to communicate with each 
other and if they could articulate what they 
were thinking.

The project aimed to expand human com-
munication and to see how and where human 
language came from and how it evolved.

The film uses lots of archival footage that 
Columbia University made during the project.

In an interview-type style, each person 
involved with Project NIM was interviewed 
and gave their point of view about the experi-
ment during the time they were involved.

As the film begins, we see how a chimp is 
taken away from its own mother; Nim is placed 
with a former student’s family and treated like a 
two-year-old human baby.

The whole point was to immerse Nim in 
human life and to have him to learn sign lan-
guage. An incredible bond was formed between 
the family and Nim.

However, after time, the relationship became 
strained.

Having her own family and the madness of a 
primate running rampant quickly dissolved the 

relationship and the experiment was taken over 
by another student - a younger, more able stu-
dent of Terrace’s.

With a new pet student and location, the 
professor was able to set up house.

Great gains were made, and Nim was able to 
learn sign language and interact with humans.

However, as Nim grew older and more phys-
ically unpredictable, it became more and more 
apparent that the chimp’s future was uncertain 
in human care.   

Professor Terrace decision to end the project 
and find a new home for Nim was met with 

animosity and anger. Two sides were formed - 
those that had real interest and love for Nim 
and those that only had a professional interest.

Ultimately, Nim, the adorable chimpanzee, is 
caught in a very human world; a world of love, 
hate, anger, lust, greed and personal advance-
ment.

It is no wonder that he mimics all of these 
traits, and for that he is locked up.

Watching Project Nim made me think about 
how far we have come from looking like mon-
keys - but there sure are a lot of us that still act 
like them.

adorable chimpanzee caught in a very human world in new documentary

NIChoLaS FrIeSeN
arTS aNd CULTUre edITor

Dave Brown has been the only name in firearms 
safety on Manitoba film sets for about 20 years, 
but last year he switched gears to direct his first 
short film, the 12-minute romantic comedy 
Chump Change.

“I didn’t really go in with the idea that I’d 
like to be a good director or it was going to be 
a career or anything else,” Brown says. “I just 
wanted to do it just to do it, period.”

Co-written and executive produced with 
actress Amy Simoes, the duo financed the entire 
flick on their credit cards.

“Probably the hardest job was hers, because a 
day or two before we shot she had to drop the 
executive producer role and put on the acting 
role, which is a hard thing to do because there’s 
still lots of work to be done and things to be 
paid for and arrangements to be made,” he says. 
“She had to let all of that go and concentrate on 
her acting. She’s really good at it.”

Also starring Daryl Dorge, Ron Verwyme-
ren, Andrew Cecon, Heather Ada McKenzie 
and Darren Felbel, the film was mostly shot in 
a single day at one location on a prosumer cam-
era, a camera that is near professional quality, 
but not as expensive.

“We were not going to use a DSLR because 
it’s trendy and everyone knows about shallow 
depth of field,” Brown says. “I wanted to film 
on a $2,000 prosumer camera in HD and prove 
to people that you don’t need a DSLR to tell a 
good story. We used the lighting to control the 
exposure instead of the other way around.”

Helping out with the lighting and photog-
raphy were two of the best men in the city, Alf 
Kollinger (director of photography) and Rob 
Rowan (lights).

“One of the things I told Alf at the very 
beginning was ‘I’m going to want to be behind 
the camera, but don’t let me behind the camera,’ 
like just kick me out of there,” he says.

“Rob Rowan is obviously one of the most 
experienced lighting technicians in town. I gave 

him all of these lights that we borrowed and 
rented or bought and said, ‘This is your kit, you 
gotta work with it.’ He’s used to working out of 
the back of two semi-trailers.”

When some people set out to make their 
first flick, many make the mistake of being too 
ambitious. Brown is adamant that a three- to 
12-minute short is ideal, and can definitely tell 
a complete story.

“You can do the three act structure. You elim-
inate stuff that is fun, but it’s fluff. Why would 
you have an establishing shot?” he says. “Any 
scene that doesn’t move the story forward, it’s 
gone.

“As a director that’s helping out with the edit-
ing, a lot of editors see each scene as their baby 
and they don’t want to get rid of it. I’m not like 

that. If we spent three hours on a scene and it 
didn’t work, it’s gone.”

See Chump Change Sunday, Nov. 6 at the Park 
Theatre. Tickets are $10 and are available at the 
door. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the evening 
starts at 7 p.m. Two other shorts will be screened: 
Cougars of Winnipeg from Alf Kollinger and 
Adriana O’Neil, plus the Manitoba premiere of  
Pick from Calgary filmmaker Benjamin Ross 
Hayden. There will also be a Q&A featuring the 
filmmakers and cast, plus a special presentation.

For more with Dave Brown, including how he got  
his start in film, visit nicholas Friesen’s blog at  
www.uniter.ca.

from firearms to filmmaking, he’s no chump
Dave Brown screens his debut film, chump change

The cast of Dave Brown’s short film, chump change. Brown makes his directorial debut after working in other aspects 
of the film industry for 20 years.

raHiM tHe PHotograPHer

it’s not secret, this project was questionable at best. But who doesn’t love an adorable chimp?
sUPPlied
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Jared gaUThIer
voLUNTeer STaFF

In a city that embraces its folk roots, it’s easy to 
see how inspiration came out of four women 
interested in making music that people could 
embrace as their own.

Formed in 2008 by banjo player Allison De 
Groot with friends Marie-Josee Dandeneau, 
Vanessa Kuzina and fiddler Rosalyn Dennett, 
Oh My Darling seemingly exploded onto the 
scene after its first performance at Festival du 
Voyageur, under the name Fill’d’Riel (daughters 
of Riel). However, shortly after their first per-
formance, Oh My Darling was born.

Starting off with a bang, their self-titled 
EP from 2009 got a Western Canadian Music 
Award nomination for best roots album, boast-
ing the same nomination at the WCMAs a year 
later for their first full-length album, In the 
Lonesome Hour.

OMD’s latest album, Sweet Nostalgia, aims to 
deliver just what the title suggests.

“This album we aimed to capture more of a 
live feel,” guitarist/vocalist Kuzina says about 
the blending of the new songs with old favor-
ites. “We’ve found a balance between both to 
create something completely unique”.

Performing at Canadian festivals such as the 

Winnipeg Folk Festival, Festival du Voyageur 
and receiving regular plays on CMT and CBC 
radio, the folk rockers have had their plate full 
with much deserved promotional gigs to show-
case their bluegrass, rootsy sound.

Constant touring would make most people 
lose it, but Kuzina is quick to point out how 
they avoid those exhausting squabbles.

“We’re like a little family, and with every fam-
ily comes those little fights that make it more 
and more challenging, but our music is what 
keeps us close,” she says.

Oh My Darling has a fan base that reaches 
from coast to coast sending everyone in its path 
into a dancing frenzy.

“Winnipeg is definitely our favourite place to 
play,” she says. “Ottawa is one of the best - the 

hardest folk rockers.”
OMD has plenty of places to compare to 

its beloved Winnipeg, as the band kicked off a 
cross Canada tour in September, making stops 
in the United States for shows in New York and 
Oregon, and eventually finding their way home 
on Nov. 5 when they will be playing at the West 
End Cultural Centre in promotion of their new 
album.

 See Oh My Darling at the west end cultural centre on 
Saturday, nov. 5
 Doors at 7:15 p.m., show at 8 p.m.
 Tickets are $17.50 in advance at the wecc, Ticketmas-
ter and the winnipeg Folk Festival Music Store
 Visit www.ohmydarling.ca

galleries & MUseUMs

FOrGeTTinG reMeMBerinG: FiLM anD MeMOry, 
a closing lecture by Dr. Jens Brockmeier is on 
nov. 5, at 2 p.m. at the Manitoba historical Soci-
ety Dalnavert Museum, 61 carlton St.

PhanTaSMaGOria is an exhibition at the Dal-
navert Museum that explores history and mem-
ory through film, photography, projection 
and interdisciplinary media art practice and 
engages audiences through art installation in 
the context of a historical, Victorian home. The 
exhibition will be held at the Manitoba histori-
cal Society Dalnavert Museum until nov. 6 and 
will be open wednesday to Friday 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Saturday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday 12 
pm. to 4 p.m.

SUrFace wOUnD, FracTUreD ThOUGhT by 
Karen rOBB and BrOnwyn ThOrnDycraFT 
ShOwS at the cre8ery, 125 adelaide St. from Fri-
day, nov. 4 until Tuesday, nov. 8. The exhibi-
tion begins with an opening reception on nov. 4 
from 7:30 to 10 p.m.

also showing at the cre8ery is BUiLDinG Per-
SPecTiVeS, Sri LanKa, which tells the story of 
12 U of M design students working and living 
with a rural Sri Lankan community. The opening 
reception is on nov. 4 at 7:30 p.m. The exhibition 
closes on nov. 8 at 6 p.m.

DeaD air by Montreal artist STeVe BaTeS is 
showing at aceartinc., 290 McDermot ave. until 
nov. 10. in his lastest work Bates explores walter 
Benjamin’s silent radio broadcast conjuring an 
all-encompassing void.

anOMaLia by carOLine MOnneT is showing at 
Golden city Fine art, 211 Pacific ave. through 
until nov. 18.

DOUGLaS SMiTh's aD arBiTriUM is showing 
until nov. 19 at the Semai Gallery, 264 McDer-
mot ave.

The 2011 arT FrOM The hearT SaLe planning 
has begun. They are looking for artists who live 
in the inner city or are low-income to partici-
pate. There is no entry fee and artists make 100 
per cent of the sale proceeds. registrations are 
available at artfromtheheart.ca, artfromthe-
heart@hotmail.com and at 823 ellice ave. The 
sale will be held at Magnus eliason recreation 
centre (Merc, 430 Langside St.) on nov. 18 and 
19. For more info call Joanie at 781-6556.

negative Space presents BODy rUinS, a solo 
exhibition of prints, drawings and sculpture by 
anDrea rOBerTS. it shows from nov. 17 until 
nov. 26 at negative Space, 253 Princess St.

The Urban Shaman presents crOSSrOaDS by 
rOLanDe SOULiere. The exhibition goes until 
Saturday, nov. 26.

TricKLe DOwn is showing at the Mennonite her-
itage centre Gallery, 600 Shaftsbury Blvd, until 
nov. 30.

Gallery 1c03 at The University of winnipeg, is 
presenting The ePheMeraLS: TrenDinG. The 
ephemerals are an all-female collective of 
aboriginal artists and curators. with TrenD-
inG the collective aims to examine the trend of 
indigenous-influenced clothing and accesso-
ries, encouraging a critical reading of fashion 
and highlighting the need for a deeper aware-
ness of its cultural implications. The installa-
tion shows in the anthropology Museum, fourth 
floor, centennial hall until Dec. 3. check out 
http://theephemerals.wordpress.com for more 
information.

Plug in institute of contemporary art is present-
ing her rain by canadian artist Lani Maestro. 
The exhibition shows until Jan. 8.

The Manitoba Museum presents circUS! Sci-
ence UnDer The BiG TOP. The exhibition demys-
tifies the daring and death-defying feats of the 
greatest show on earth, and puts you in the 
centre of the action. The exhibition runs until 
april 9.

tHeatre, danCe & CoMedy

GrUMPy OLD Men: The MUSicaL is at the royal 
Manitoba Theatre centre, 174 Market ave. until 
nov. 5.

Marketplace Players present Denis Thorn-
ton's nOThinG eVer haPPenS On OUr STreeT 
at aqua Books until nov. 5 at 8 p.m. is murder 
afoot on a quiet street? Find out.

The JUST FOr LaUGhS cOMeDy TOUr hits win-
nipeg on nov. 8 at 7:30 p.m. The tour features 
comedians from the U.K. including Matt Kirshen, 
Stephen K. amos, Sean Meo and Terry alderton.

adhere and Deny is presenting an adaptation of 
Vladimir Mayakovsky’s play The BeDBUG from 
nov. 3 to nov. 12 at 8 p.m. nightly in its pocket 
theatre at 315-70 albert St. For reservations 
phone 774-6334.

in The nexT rOOM, or the vibrator play, is the 
first show of the season at the Tom hendry The-
atre at the MTc warehouse, 140 rupert. it plays 
Thursday, nov. 3 until Saturday, nov. 19. in the 
twilight of the Victorian age, the respectable Dr. 
Givings generates a buzz when he uses a new-
fangled electrical device to cure his patients 
of hysteria.

OPen Mic niGhTS at Mondragon are every Tues-
day night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. come down and 
show off your musical, poetic or comedic tal-
ents.

sweet bandmates, sweet tour and some sweet nostalgia
Oh My Darling tours across canada and the States for new album

Local roots quartet Oh My Darling is releasing its second full-length album, Sweet nostalgia, on nov. 5.
sUPPlied

derek LoeweN
voLUNTeer

It looks to be an exciting year for the Winnipeg 
theatre scene. Last year saw some real gems take 
the stage, but now both big and small compa-
nies seem excited to continue their current the-
atrical form into the 2011-2012 season.

Each company is also progressively explor-
ing the art form, including the Royal Mani-
toba Theatre Centre (MTC) and Merlyn Pro-
ductions who will both be adapting classics for 
modern audiences.

Stephen Schipper, the artistic director for 
MTC, is directing William Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet, but is making a slight loca-
tion change.

Instead of the Victorian drama being set in 
traditional Verona, the two star-crossed lovers 
will meet their fate in modern-day Jerusalem.

“The Capulets are Muslim, the Montagues 
are Jewish and the Friars are Christian,” Schip-
per tells The Uniter.

MTC is entering its 57th season and sec-
ond under the helm of new general manager 
Camilla Holland. Schipper perceives the tran-
sition from Zaz Bajon’s 30-year tenure as “going 
from strength to strength. (Camilla) will no 
doubt lead us to even greater heights.”

Grumpy Old Men, directed by Jeff Gardner, 
is MTC’s first production of the season and will 
run until Nov. 5, followed by Romeo and Juliet 
which will occupy the John Hirsch Mainstage 
from Nov. 24 to Dec. 7.

Another notable production is Sarah Ruhl’s 
In the Next Room or the Vibrator Play which will 
be premiered at the Tom Hendry Warehouse on 
Nov. 3. One review calls the play “a fanciful but 
compassionate consideration of the treatment, 
and the mistreatment, of women in the late 19th 
century.”

Smaller, independent theatre companies are 
also excited for the upcoming year.

John Chase’s brainchild Merlyn Productions, 
who are known for their terrific presentations 
of one-act plays, is already in the middle of its 
season. The recent production of three moral-
ity plays (naturally entitled Morality Plays) gave 
true insight into human intuitiveness and eth-
ics.

Having broken its previous attendance 

record with Sunday Costs Five Pesos, the group’s 
next presentation will be an adaptation of Lewis 
Carroll’s classic Through the Looking Glass which 
will run from Dec. 7 to Dec. 10 at MP’s main 
stage, The Ellice Theatre.

“(It will) be the company’s first official foray 
into theatre for young audiences,” Chase says 
of the Alice and Wonderland sequel. “We’ve 
also expanded to include training and a theatre 
school.”

Manitoba Theatre For Young People also has 
a variety of upcoming attractions. MTYP’s ren-
dition of Tolkien’s The Hobbit is showing now 
until Nov. 13 and will be followed by another 

child hero, Winnie the Pooh in The House at 
Pooh Corner, showing from Dec. 7 to Dec. 26.

The best opportunity to catch almost all the 
main Winnipeg theatre companies this season 
will be at the 2012 Master Playwright Festival 
in January.

“The featured dramatist is one of my all-time 
favourite playwrights - George Bernard Shaw, 
who I’ve been waiting for them to select for over 
10 years,” says Chase.

Visit The Manitoba Association of Playwrights 
at www.mbplays.ca for all your theatre infor-
mation.

theatre looking alive and well this season
winnipeg’s vibrant scene to include Shakespeare, Shaw and a vibrator play or two

instead of taking place in Verona, MTc’s production of romeo and Juliet will be set in modern-day Jerusalem.
CoUrtesy MtC 

“We’re like a little family, and 
with every family comes those 
little fights that make it more 
and more challenging, but our 
music is what keeps us close.” 
- VaneSSa KUZina, Oh My DarLinG
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jonnies sticky Buns
941 Portage ave.

You’ve probably seen the signs for Jonnies 
Sticky Buns around town. They’re stapled 
to telephone poles and say cheeky things 
about buns and where this shop wants to 
put them.

But the true nature of this beast cannot be 
contained in a cute graphic or a witty pun. 
It’s far too delicious for images or words.

Nestled comfortably between a flower 
shop and a nail salon on Portage Avenue, 
just a short walk from the University of 
Winnipeg, Jonnies is among the smallest 
shops you’ll ever set foot in.

As it turns out, you don’t need much 
space to create sticky bun magic.

A friend and I recently stopped in on a 
Wednesday afternoon. We were quickly and 
warmly welcomed by a cheerful, apron-clad 
employee who admitted that the selection 
was lacking after a busy morning.

With some helpful suggestions we even-
tually settled on a pair of buns, one poppy-
seed and one classic, with some coffee.

As we settled into one of the two avail-
able tables we took in the scene.

An acoustic guitar leans in one corner 
of the seating area, which could reasonably 
hold four or five people if they didn’t mind 
squishing. A stack of CDs and a few books 

rest on the windowsill next to a flower pot 
and a small statue.

The whole experience just feels like sit-
ting in your friend’s mom’s kitchen. Or at 
least it would if your friend’s mom listened 
to Herbie Hancock cassettes and happened 
to be an unbelievable baker.

The cafe lacks the conformity of other 
establishments and flourishes because of 
it. The plates, cutlery and coffee mugs are 

an eclectic mix of styles that appear to have 
been raided from local thrift shops.

And what’s probably most important, 
the cinnamon buns are delicious. The pop-
pyseed (Wednesday’s special) is vegan and 
tasty, drizzled with icing and boasting a per-
fect degree of chewiness. The classic is not 
vegan, but is made with whole wheat flour 
and a healthy amount of cinnamon.

The coffee, from local bean roasters at 

Black Pearl, is organic and fair trade. And 
considering refills are free, it’s one hell of a 
good deal.

Two cinnamon buns with two cof-
fees came to almost exactly $10. Even your 
friend’s mom would find it hard to compete 
with these guys.

Visit www.jonniesstickybuns.com.

these buns are sticky, baby

enjoy a deliciously sticky Monkey Brain or Dharma only at Johnnies Sticky Buns. Delicious food and a great atmosphere combine to make the place a welcome addition to 
Portage avenue.

niCHolas friesen

Small shop with big buns the perfect coffee break getaway

NIChoLaS FrIeSeN
arTS aNd CULTUre edITor

Vladimir Mayakovsky’s The Bedbug, a sat-
ire of 1929 soviet bureaucracy and aban-
donment of the revolution to New Eco-
nomic Policy men and five-year plans, has 
been adapted by Adhere and Deny to take 
place in 1990s North America and eventu-
ally, 2042 (after its hero, Bobby Markowski’s 
body is frozen and thawed in the future).

“I began this adaptation last Novem-
ber,” says director/company founder Grant 
Guy. “To do the play in its original form 
would just make the production a histori-
cal oddity. In the play was the foundation 
to satire our current status. The emergence 
of the Occupy Wall Street movement gives 
strength to my thesis.

“Is it funny? The answer would have to be 
subjective. But I believe we have developed 
a good satire. I would like to think it would 
make (Italian satirist) Dario Fo happy.”

The company has always been some-
what of an unconventional force in Win-
nipeg theatre, which has really been one of 
its strengths. From puppet theatre to col-

laborations with Video Pool and aceartinc., 
Adhere and Deny has never played by the 

rules.
“Adhere and Deny does not conduct for-

mal auditions. Auditions are a phony envi-
ronment,” he says. “I prefer just to keep an 
eye open to what people are doing, seeing 
them in action. If someone makes me curi-
ous about them I will keep an eye on them, 
and if something arises that they would be 
suited for I will approach them. I did this 
with Freya Olafson and Chris Sabel, for 
example.”

Though finding new players is always an 
adventure, there are a few familiar faces that 
will pop up in The Bedbug. Carolyn Gray 
has been with the company since the begin-
ning, and Mia Van Leeuwen (of the Out of 
Line Theatre Co-op) makes her Adhere and 
Deny return, having appeared in Paradise 
Lost and Still Walking.

Newcomer Coral Maloney rounds out 
the cast, but there is another key collabora-
tor involved. Multimedia artist James Jansen 
(a.k.a. jaymez) will provide a video montage 
component to the show.

This production is quite possibly the final 
play from the longtime local troupe, but one 
can never be sure.

“I am known to make sudden jags in my 
career, that might be why I have never been 
an art star,” Guy says. “I feel the course I 
have been pursuing has dried up - not the 
object side of things, but the solemn nature 
Adhere and Deny has been known for the 
past decade.

“Besides offering the audience a good 
theatrical experience, I feel it would be a 
pleasure to have them join us in our trans-
formation from what was to what is.”

Adhere and Deny presents The Bedbug at 
315-70 Albert St. until Saturday, Nov. 12. 
Tickets are $10. To reserve by phone call 774-
6334. Visit www.adhereanddeny.com.

a new twist on an old tale

This one time-traveling bedbug changes everything in adhere and Deny’s The Bedbug.
sUPPlied

adhere and Deny transport The Bedbug into modern times

The whole experience just 
feels like sitting in your 
friend’s mom’s kitchen. Or 
at least it would if your 
friend’s mom listened to 
Herbie Hancock cassettes 
and happened to be an 
unbelievable baker.

“Besides offering the 
audience a good theatrical 
experience, I feel it would be 
a pleasure to have them join 
us in our transformation 
from what was to what is.” 
- GranT GUy, DirecTOr anD FOUnDer, aDhere anD 
Deny
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voLUNTeer STaFF

A photographer, by one simple definition, is 
“a person whose creative work shows sensi-
tivity and imagination.” Local music-photog-
rapher Joey Senft, by definition, goes above 
and beyond this simplicity.

Many creative people claim they found 
their biggest passion at a very early age, but 
it wasn’t until Joey Senft was in high school 
that taking photos really piqued her interest.

That isn’t implying that the later start hin-
dered her abilities; it just began as more of a 
friendly hobby than anything else.

“I met and befriended a lot of the peo-
ple who ended up being in the bands and 
you always want to take pictures of your 
friends doing something great, right?” Senft 
explains. “Soon, they started to play shows at 
other venues and I followed; I became friends 
with other people in the scene and couldn’t 

get enough of it. Now I shoot at shows prob-
ably three or four times a week.”

Senft, who shoots mainly digital on a 
Canon 5d Mark II and a Canon 7d, is the 
house photographer at the Garrick Cen-
tre as well as a regular shooter for Manitoba 
Music.

She’s also shot for the Winnipeg Folk Festi-
val, the TD Winnipeg International Jazz Fes-
tival, Skate4Cancer and Kids Help Phone.

Senft has very good reason to promote her 

work with Kids Help Phone a bit more seri-
ously, besides the fact that it is a phenome-
nal cause.

“There is a book called Call/Response that 
is showing off Winnipeg’s amazingly talented 
music scene as well as some great photos 
from other photographers,” Senft says. “I was 
lucky enough to be a part of it. If you pur-
chase the book, a good chunk of the money 
goes towards Kids Help Phone as well.”

While the list of shows the shutterbug 
blesses with her photography magic con-
stantly grows, it’s still the music that is the 
main drive for her. And it isn’t just music here 
at home - it has even taken her overseas.

“I recently was in Europe and it just so 
happened (Winnipeg’s) Comeback Kid was 
also playing in Europe. I met up with them 
in a little town in Germany for the Summer 
Breezy Festival, which is a three-day long 
Metal Festival where there was about 40,000 
metal heads,” Senft says. “It was really amaz-
ing to get to see them play for a such a huge 

crowd in a different country and being able 
to take pics of them from the stage was just 
a bonus!”

Though she’s been shooting shows for 
years, Senft knows there’s still a long way to 
go. She still dreams of the chance to someday 
shoot the Foo Fighters live in concert and to 
someday become a photographer for a big-
time music magazine.

As she continues to get closer to those 
dreams while capturing countless musical 
experiences on film, what advice would Joey 
give to someone hoping to get their feet wet 
in the photography world?

“Love what you do, try new things, keep 
your camera close and make great, long last-
ing friendships because it’s all about who you 
know in this business. Have fun with it!”

For more information about Senft, visit 
www.tinyurl.com/jsenftphoto. For more infor-
mation or to purchase a copy of Call/Response, 
visit www.callresponsebook.com.

the whole world’s watching the camera girl

comeback Kid (above) and The ripperz (below left) are just two of the many bands Joey Senft (below right) has photographed.
joey senft

“Love what you do, try new 
things, keep your camera 
close and make great, long 
lasting friendships because 
it’s all about who you know 
in this business.” 
- JOey SenFT, PhOTOGraPher

sUPPliedjoey senft

Local music photog Joey Senft rocks out the shots
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the univeRsity of WinniPeg aWaRds:
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards

CaMPUs joBs

Just a reminder that if you are interested in a part-time job on campus to 
please fill out the work-Study application. There are numerous jobs to apply 
for. it can be found online at

http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards-work-study-program.

sCHolarsHiPs, aWards and BUrsaries

applications are still being assessed. Letters will be sent to successful 
recipients in the next two weeks. Opportunity Fund Bursary applicants should 
keep checking their webmail account through webadvisor for notification.

fee deferral and registration CanCellation

Students have been advised by letter if they have outstanding balances 
on their accounts. registration cancellation has begun. if you have been 
cancelled or received a letter, please see a representative in Student central, 
or call Financial Services at 786-9244 or 786-9884.

ManitoBa student aid PRogRaM (MsaP)
applications to Manitoba Student aid for the Fall/winter 2011-2012 or winter 
term only sessions are still being accepted. Students can apply online at www.
manitobastudentaid.ca.

exteRnaL aWaRds

The University is often notified by companies and organizations about awards 
they have for students in post-secondary education.  here are a few awards 
that are available right now.

tHe gill PUrCell MeMorial sCHolarsHiP

Deadline: Nov. 15, 2011

The Gillis Purcell Memorial Journalism Scholarship for native canadians is 
offered annually by The canadian Press. Scholarship recipients, who must be 
pursuing a career in journalism through studies at a post-secondary institu-
tion, receive $4,000 and an offer of summer employment at The canadian 
Press or one of its affiliated companies.

Contact Deborah McCartney by email (dmccartney@cp.org) or by phone 
(416-507-2132) for an application form.

tHe UKrainian resoUrCe and develoPMent Centre aWards

Deadline: Nov. 30, 2011

The Ukrainian resource and Development centre (UrDc) is offering two award 
opportunities for students involved in Ukrainian arts or music (three awards 
for each).

For information on how to apply, contact the urDC by phone (780-497-5494) 
or email (haydukl@macewan.ca).

Holstein Canada aWard

Deadline: Nov. 30, 2011

a bursary of $750 will be awarded one student in western canada who is a 
regular or junior member of holstein canada, or a son/daughter of a member, 

has completed at least one year of university/college, and will be returning to 
school within the calendar year.

visit:www.holstein.ca.

franK Knox MeMorial felloWsHiP

Deadline: Nov. 30, 2011

Up to three Frank Knox Memorial Fellowships will be awarded to students 
from canada for graduate study at harvard University in the academic year 
2011-2012. The Frank Knox Memorial Fellowship program was established by 
annie reid Knox who sought to honour her late husband and his lifelong 
commitment to america. Mrs. Knox expressed the hope that the holders of the 
fellowships return to their homes and become leaders in their chosen field 
once they had gained knowledge and experience from their study away from 
canada.

visit: http://www.frankknox.harvard.edu/welcome.html.

WoMen’s oPPortUnity aWards

Deadline: Dec. 15, 2011

if you are a female head of a household with one or more dependents, are 
attending an undergraduate degree program or vocational training program 
as a mature student, and need financial assistance to complete your educa-
tion, you are eligible for a women's Opportunity award offered by Soroptomist 
international of winnipeg.

Contact: Heather Menzies at 475-2526 or email: hgm16@mts.net.

awarDS & FinanciaL aiD the awards and financial aid staff of the university of Winnipeg provides the student body with current information on award opportunities. this information is updated weekly.

95.9 FM cKUw caMPUS/cOMMUniTy raDiO  TOP 10 cD – aLBUMS
october 24-30, 2011
! = Local content * = canadian content

tW            artist               Recording    Label

1    !This Hisses    Surf Noir      Transistor 66
2    *The Pack A.D.    Unpersons     Mint
3    Wilco    The Whole Love     Anti-
4    !Rock Lake    Rock Lake     Eat ‘Em Up
5    !Trio Bembe    Oh My Soul     Self-Released
6    William Shatner    Seeking Major Tom     Cleopatra
7    !Big Dave McLean    Outside The Box     Floodland
8    *Feist    Metals      Arts & Crafts
9    !Bog River    Hands In The Ground    Self-Released
10   !Greg Macpherson    Disintegration Blues    Disintegration

extra, extra!  
read all about it!

arTSPace BUiLDinG

MOnDraGOn

inTO The MUSic

FOLK FeSTiVaL MUSic STOre

PiTa PiT (BannaTyne)

reD riVer cOLLeGe 

(PrinceSS STreeT caMPUS)

The Fyxx (aLBerT, 

BrOaDway)

The KinG'S heaD

The LineUP

winniPeG Free PreSS caFe

The UnDerGrOUnD caFe

PLUG in ica

STeLLa'S (BUhLer cenTre, 

SherBrOOK anD OSBOrne)

hi hOSTeL/LO PUB

yeLLOw DOG TaVern

weST enD cULTUraL cenTre

UniVerSiTe De ST. BOniFace

TiMeS chanGe(D) hiGh & 

LOneSOMe cLUB

GLOBe cineMa

winniPeG arT GaLLery

SaFeway (riVer @ OSBOrne)

MOVie ViLLaGe

GaS STaTiOn TheaTre

TOaD in The hOLe

The ZOO

McnaLLy rOBinSOn

cOUSinS DeLi

The nOOK

UniVerSiTy OF ManiTOBa 

(UniVerSiTy cenTre)

Pick uP a coPy of the uniteR each Week at 
these fine estaBLishMents:

you can find us  
onLine as WeLL:

WeBsite:  

www.UniTer.ca

faceBook:  

www.TinyUrL.cOM/TheUniTer

tWitteR:  

www.TwiTTer.cOM/TheUniTer



www.UniTer.ca The UniTer       

arts&Culture
NOveMber 3, 2011

19

crossword Puzzle & Sudoku 10
Solutions to this week’s sudoku and crossword in next week's issue.

9 4 6 5 8 7 1 2 3
2 3 8 6 4 1 9 5 7
7 5 1 9 2 3 8 4 6
1 9 5 4 6 2 3 7 8
6 7 2 3 5 8 4 9 1
4 8 3 7 1 9 2 6 5
8 2 7 1 9 5 6 3 4
5 1 4 2 3 6 7 8 9
3 6 9 8 7 4 5 1 2

B

Solutions to puzzles from the October 27, 2011 issue.

WRITE FOR THE UNITER'S

NEWS SECTION
EMAIL NEWS@UNITER.CA
TO GET INVOLVED
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across

1- cong. meeting 

5- costume 

10- 24 hour periods 

14- Looking down from 

15- Oneness 

16- Borodin’s prince 

17- asian sea 

18- Do-nothing 

19- Star of the first mag-

nitude 

20- witty reply 

22- egyptian god 

24- Tailless amphibian 

25- cornerstone abbr. 

26- hindu incarnation 

29- Prestigious 

33- Bet 

34- Old nick 

35- Turkish title 

36- Banned apple spray 

37- Man of many words 

38- cat sound 

39- Furrow 

40- Singes 

41- embankment 

42- cervine 

44- Principles 

45- ages and ages 

46- horrors! 

47- The ear’s “stirrup” 

50- Pure 

54- Della’s creator 

55- alma ___ 

57- writer Sarah ___ Jewett 

58- comic rudner 

59- Decorate 

60- Midge 

61- Stupid person 

62- Forget it! 

63- indian exercise method

down

1- river to the Moselle 

2- French 101 verb 

3- work up lather 

4- Deep-fryer’s concern 

5- Stringed musical instru-

ment 

6- Broke off 

7- Mosaic piece 

8- Salt Lake city athlete 

9- high temperature 

thermostat 

10- Separate 

11- antiquing agent 

12- Meditator 

13- Ladies of Sp. 

21- crowd sound 

23- Type of gun 

25- adlai’s running mate 

26- Give merit 

27- worth 

28- Playing marble 

29- Large wave caused by 

tidal flow 

30- Pale bluish purple 

31- everglades bird 

32- challenges 

34- Steeps 

37- harness driver 

38- Study of the punish-

ment of crime 

40- Plumlike fruit 

41- Fast time 

43- annul 

44- Prickly 

46- Musical drama 

47- Slave 

48- Small combo 

49- choir member 

50- Pack away 

51- cube creator rubik 

52- Glitch 

53- Bristle 

56- “Much ___ about noth-

ing”, play by Shakespeare 

BestCrossWords.CoM

6  4 1 3     
  9 5   4  2
 7   9  3 8  
 5   1 9  3  

1   2  7   8
8  7     1 5
9  3 7  1 8   
 4   6   2  

5  1   4 6  7
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sUdoKU sKill level:  easy

an open
 Relationship

With MeLanie dahLing

My first marriage

“You’re pretty, smart and funny. You’ve 
been really sweet to me and we have great 
chemistry. I like you a lot and spending 
time with you feels natural.”

A lot of girls get a ring after a guy says 
something like that to them, but I usu-
ally get dumped.

Any number of my past lovers could be 
reading this thinking I am talking about 
them, but it’s pretty standard. I can say 
without hesitation that I am a cool girl-
friend, but for whatever reason men seem 
to like me better in theory than practice.

In elementary school I was the kind of 
girl who had long pretty hair and wore 
cute dresses but also didn’t mind rolling 
around in the dirt or playing with bugs.

Back in those days boys knew a good 
thing when they had it.

I won a schoolyard beauty contest, I 
was routinely treated to jewelry from the 
treasure chest at Red Lobster, and I even 
got married in Grade 1.

It was a small ceremony with a recep-
tion on the play structure followed by a 
date where we watched Drop Dead Fred 
and drank Orange Crush.

We mutually decided to divorce about 
a week later and unfortunately, nothing’s 
been as simple since.

I used to figure it was just that guys 
my age were freaked out by the fact that 
I was easy to be with, and if I am easy to 
be with, that means they have no reason 
to dump me.

If they have no reason to dump me, we 
are practically already fighting over some-
thing mundane in our tasteful bungalow 
while Timmy runs around with the dog 
out back.

Now that I’ve been having the same 
experience with different guys for over a 
decade (there was a bit of a slump after 
my first marriage), I figured it was time 
to examine my part in all of this.

I was watching 500 Days of Summer for 
maybe the 10th time the other day when 
I had something of an epiphany.

The protagonists I identify with are all 
hopeless romantics who spend an entire 
narrative fighting for someone emo-
tionally unavailable. I have always seen 
myself as the knight in shining armour 
and rarely let myself relax and grow my 
hair out in some tower.

Did I create an archetype for myself, 
and why this one?

We’ve all known “tower girls” who 
don’t seem all that special, so who cast us 
in our roles and how do we break free?

I’ve been told to “think positive” and I 
am trying not to be jaded.

I mean, I am sure that any moment 
now some Johnny is going to burst 
in with a boombox over his head say-
ing that I’m “everything he never knew 
he always wanted” and I’ll be all “you 
had me at hello,” but until then I think 
Orange Crush for one sounds infinitely 
less exhausting.

Any questions, concerns or marriage 
proposals can be directed at melanie_
dahling@hotmail.com with “Open 
Relationship” in the subject line.

We’ve all known “tower 
girls” who don’t seem all 
that special, so who cast 
us in our roles and how 
do we break free?



THE UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG  
INDIGENOUS EXCELLENCE

The University of Winnipeg has been distinguished in the national 2011 Maclean’s 
magazine University Rankings as one of Canada’s most innovative and successful 

campuses in fostering Indigenous scholarship and providing a respectful and relevant 
place for Indigenous students to learn. 

 Maclean’s notes that Dr. Lloyd Axworthy, UWinnipeg President & Vice-
Chancellor, is deeply committed to closing the graduation gap for 
Indigenous students. He is getting results. 

Jasmine Parisian, University of Winnipeg student and traditional singer, featured in 
the 2011 Maclean’s magazine University Rankings.

THE UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG  
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
The 2011 Annual Maclean’s Ranking of Canadian Universities places 
UWinnipeg 1st in Western Canada and 4th in Canada for reputation 
among primarily undergraduate universities. 

UWinnipeg nutures “Leaders of Tomorrow” (3rd nationally) and is 
in the Top 10 for small class sizes. 

The Globe and Mail survey ranked us 1st in Western Canada and in 
5th in all of Canada for diversity. UWinnipeg also ranks at the top in 
Canada for environmental commitment, quality of teaching and student-
faculty interaction.

Join the innovators.  

Find out more at uwinnipeg.ca

visit us online at www.uniter.ca


