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The 40th general election of Manitoba is 
scheduled for Oct. 4 to elect Members 

of the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba. 

Read our election coverage starting on 
this page.arts pages12&15arts page11

Made in Manitoba
a look at the province's 
music grant system
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Q: ArE YOU gOing TO VOTE in THE PrOVinCiAL ELECTiOn On OCT. 4? WHY Or WHY nOT? 

Paul Baker, systems 
analyst
“Yes I will … One voice 
makes a difference.”

Wade nelson, com-
munications professor, 
University of Winnipeg 
“If you have any 
smidgen of faith in 
democracy then you 
must. After all, it 
gives you the right to 
complain for the next 
cycle.”

Elodie flower, 
American Apparel 
employee  
“I would be if I was 
not 17.”

Emma Beech, student, 
University of Winnipeg 
Dance Program
“Yes I will be. We are so 
fortunate to be able to be 
part of decision-making.”

robin Henderson, 
third-year student, 
anthropology 
“What election? I 
don’t understand. I 
don’t know anything 
about democracy. 
Leave me alone.”

Max Porozny, student, 
University of Manitoba  
“Yes. If you don’t vote then 
you feel disconnected from 
everyone else.”   

aaroN epp
maNagINg edITor

The Green Party of Manitoba may be underdogs 
in the upcoming provincial election, but party 
leader James Beddome has high hopes.

“I think people might be pleasantly sur-
prised,” said Beddome, who is running in the 
Wolseley riding. “We’ve got … wonderful can-
didates and I think each and every one of them 
is worthy of everyone’s vote, and I’d really like to 
see a couple of them (get elected).”

Founded in 1998, the Green Party is running 
candidates in 32 of Manitoba’s 57 ridings for the 
Oct. 4 election. Safe communities, clean living 
and caring for the environment are key to the 
party’s platform.

“With the greens in the legislature you’re 
going to get a party that’s going to drive forward 
bold new ideas,” said Beddome.

Those plans include saying no to Bipole III, 
attacking crime and poverty with a “holistic 
approach” that addresses the roots of those prob-
lems, saying no to nuclear storage and transport 
in Manitoba and promoting preventative health 
care.

The party also wants to provide free public 
transit. 

Beddome believes it would cost around $75 
million to do so, and that money would come 
from saving on administration, not spending 
on new fare collection technology, not spending 
money on bus tickets issued to those on Social 
Services and saving hundreds of millions of dol-
lars because road expansions won’t need to be 
built to accommodate car culture.

“It’s actually very affordable and a smart 
investment that will pay off in the long term,” 
said Beddome. “You’ve got to think about what 
this means to people. If you’re unemployed and 

you’re looking for a job and you can’t really afford 
the bus fare, you need to be able to get around to 
drop off those resumes to find (a) job.”

The Green Party also wants to move toward 
offering free post-secondary education. If 
elected, the Green Party’s platform states that it 
would redirect the $115 million in annual Gov-
ernment of Manitoba education tax credits 
towards reducing tuition fees and improving 
teaching and faculty staff salaries.

Colin Craig, prairie director at the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation, said he appreciates some 
of the Green Party’s ideas, but reminds voters 
that whenever they hear the word ‘free’ coming 
from any political party, that money has to come 
from somewhere.

“Of course, ultimately, it’s going to be coming 
from taxpayer pockets,” said Craig. “In essence, 
transit wouldn’t be free, it would just mean that 

you wouldn’t pay when you got on the bus.”
Craig says that what his organization advo-

cates for is user fees for government services, so 
that there is a connection between people who 
are demanding a service and being accountable 
for paying for it.

“Obviously you can’t do that for every single 
service, but that’s something that we do support 
in general,” he said.

In addition to free transit, the Green Party sees 
education as “key to ending the poverty trap.” 

For Harold Dyck, the Green Party candidate 
in the Minto riding, addressing poverty in Man-
itoba is a primary concern.

“Issues consuming the inner city are rooted in 
poverty,” said Dyck. “Until we develop a really 
meaningful long-term plan to deal with pov-
erty issues, we’re just applying Band-Aids to the 
(problem) without really solving (it) at its core.”

Driving forward ‘bold new ideas’

Green Party of Manitoba leader James Beddome speaks with a voter at the Forks on Sunday, Sept. 24.
DYLAN HEWLETT

“With the greens in the 
legislature you’re going to get 
a party that’s going to drive 
forward bold new ideas.” 
 – JaMeS BeDDOMe, LeaDer, Green ParTy OF ManiTOBa

Green Party leader thinks Manitobans may be in for a surprise Oct. 4
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Manitoba's New Democratic Party turned 50 
this year. 

The party was born in 1961, with the sup-
port of labour unions wanting a new party 
to replace the weakened Cooperative Com-
monwealth Federation (CCF). But whether 
the party has lived up to their hopes of devel-
oping a more equitable society is a matter of 
ongoing debate.

The CCF never formed government in 
Manitoba. It was led and supported by Brit-
ish-born, working-class immigrants in north 
and central Winnipeg. The NDP initially 
relied mainly on their support, along with 
the formal endorsement of workers’ unions.

Within a decade of forming, the NDP 
came to power under Ed Schreyer. The par-
ty's 1969 electors included, for the first time, 
ridings outside of Winnipeg, in northern and 
eastern areas of the province.

The NDP was starting to attract more 
diverse lower-income voters, regardless of 
ethnicity, as well as the growing middle class 
of teachers and health and social service pro-

fessionals.
In following elections, the NDP lost to the 

Progressive Conservatives only once until the 
tables turned in 1988, and Gary Filmon's PCs 
took over for three terms.

In 1999, Gary Doer's NDP regained sup-
port from voters in the urban labour and 
social service sectors, and in Manitoba's 
north. But it also won, for the first time, four 
south Winnipeg ridings. 

The 2003 election added three more.
“They've been successful in getting a larger 

chunk of the middle political spectrum and 
middle income voter to support them – 
small business owners and other profession-
als,” said Marianne Cerilli, who was an NDP 
MLA until 2004.

Joan Grace, a University of Winnipeg pol-
itics professor, says social democratic parties 
worldwide have had to shift much more to 
the centre, or even the centre-right in some 
areas. 

The reasons, she said, include the rise of 
neo-liberalism, criticism of governments' 
high debt and deficits, and criticisms of the 
welfare state creating too much dependence 
on government programming.  

“But the NDP in this province has, I 

think, attempted to maintain some sem-
blance of their social democratic philosophy, 
their ideology,” Grace said.

Examples Grace gives include the tuition 
freeze, funding for childcare, the Neigh-
borhoods Alive! program and a substantial 
increase in the minimum wage.

Gregory Furmaniuk, Canadian Federa-
tion of Students liaison for the University 
of Winnipeg Students’ Association, said one 
way the NDP appeals to youth is by promot-
ing accessible and affordable post-secondary 
education. 

He also appreciates their help with getting 
students living in residence included under 
the residential tenancies act, so they will have 
the same rights as other tenants.  

For Premier Greg Selinger, initiatives like 
those are just business as usual.

“For us, it's not just about growing the 
economy, it's about making sure everybody 
has a chance to participate in it,” Selinger 
said. “We try to make sure that when we do 
anything, the benefits are available to every-
one, not just the elites.”

As the party's support expands, Selinger 
said the way to avoid alienating their tradi-
tional left-wing supporters is through a core 
commitment to things like social justice, 
neighborhood renewal, investment in young 
people, affordable housing, the environment, 
human rights and diversity.

Grace thinks one clear way to live up to 
their social democratic ideals would be by 
working more effectively on their environ-
mental portfolio. Another would be a more 
substantive anti-poverty and social inclusion 
strategy. 

But they've hesitated, she said, probably 
because of the cost. 

“The realities of Manitoba's economy and 
being a have-not province always colour and 
frame what a government can do and what it 
can't do,” she said.  

 “Their biggest priority has been to stay 
in government ... in order to continue to do 
things,” Cerilli added. “I remember when 
Doer was there I used to say, 'We expect more 
of you than keeping the other guys out.' But 
I think they are doing more.”

The NDP has been gradually moving 
in a progressive direction, she added. Cer-
illi thinks avoiding hasty, disruptive change 
probably contributed to their success.

“I appreciate that was part of Doer's strat-
egy,” she said. “I think I appreciate that more 
than I did when I was there. When I was 
there, I was very upset about corporate tax 
cuts and those kinds of choices. It was all 
about sort of neutralizing the opposition.”

That approach worked well, Cerilli added, 
and government revenue continued to grow. 

However, the NDP could be much more 
ambitious in fighting poverty with more 
affordable housing and childcare, as well 
as an increased earning exemption for peo-
ple on welfare to help them transition into 
employment, she added.

The NDP through the past and into the future

Support for Premier Greg Selinger (centre) and the nDP continues to grow as the party moves to a more centrist position on the political spectrum. however, some critics say the party shouldn't forget to appease its left-leaning 
roots.

SUPPLIED

“For us it's not just about 
growing the economy, it's 
about making sure everybody 
has a chance to participate in 
it.” 
 – PreMier GreG SeLinGer
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Since the days of Duff Roblin, Manitoba’s 
Progressive Conservative party has been chal-
lenged with uniting two conflicting value 
systems from two broad regions of support.

Kelly Saunders, a politics professor from 
Brandon University, affirms the parties sup-
port traditionally divides between two demo-
graphics.

“The progressive side of the party reflects 
a more centrist urban Winnipeg, the conser-
vative side has its roots in rural areas,” said 
Saunders. “The focus of each side tends to be 
a bit different.”

For every modern PC leader, finding a 
means of maintaining both sides’ support 
has been a challenge, adds Saunders.

Jared Wesley, an adjunct politics professor 
at the University of Manitoba and the Uni-
versity of Alberta, agrees.

“Since the 1960s, the PC party has been 
challenged to reconcile two competing ele-
ments in their parties – the rural conser-
vative wing and the progressive wing,” he 
said. “The Manitoba party tends to be heav-
ily rural, but in order to get back into gov-
ernment they have to woo urban progressive 
conservatives.”

For Senator Donald Plett of the federal 
Conservative party, a rural and urban split 
should hardly be regarded as a uniquely PC 
problem.

“I don’t think it’s unique to the PC party 
that there are different priorities rurally and 
urbanely,” said Plett. “When we draw a plat-
form these are challenges we face along with 
other parties.”

Wesley also believes all parties face this 
problem.

“These are competing factions within 
every party and are not unique to the PC 
party,” he said.

Gary Filmon, former PC premier of 
Manitoba, has always found PC values to be 
applicable to a wide spectrum of voters.

“I grew up in the North End and there I 
saw the Conservative party as having values 
and priorities important to urban dwellers,” 
he said. “Later, when I was in office, we did 
well with urban voters.”

However, though values and platforms 
are constructed to appeal to both rural and 
urban voters, voters often sway otherwise.

Until 1999, south and north Manitoba 
were more or less divided among the PC and 
NDP parties, said Saunders.

“The rule of thumb is that you can draw 
a diagonal line across the province where 
everything south is Conservative and every-
thing north is hardcore NDP,” she said. “That 
dramatically shifted in 1999 when we saw a 
number of southern ridings going NDP.”

Wesley, however, argues party support has 
hardly changed since the 1960s.

“People lower on the social economic lad-
der, people of non-British origin and people 
in the north tend to vote New Democrat,” 
he said. “Anyone in the south of the prov-
ince tends to go conservative. This has not 
changed much since the 1960s.”

Wesley holds that this divide is so distinct 
that central ridings are of prime concern in 
elections.

“The line where it is most competitive is 
where north Winnipeg meets south,” he said. 
“Only 14,000 people matter in this election, 
that’s the 14,000 on that line.”

Plett believes otherwise.
“The media somewhat overplays that (the 

north-south distinction),” he said. “We (the 
PC party) have huge contentions in the Pas 
and Flin Flon.”

Plett adds that the north-south distinc-
tion has created unfair stereotypes.  

“I think it’s unfair for Conservatives to be 
stereotyped as a party that is not there for the 
people that are not economically well off,” he 
said. “For the NDP to say they are the party 
of the poor people is absolute hogwash.”

Wesley also notes the falsity of these ste-
reotypes.

“The most affluent and educated people 
tend to vote NDP these days, especially with 
the Liberal party out,” he said.

Saunders argues that the only thing 
changing about the parties support is the 
female vote.

“Voters still tend to be higher income lev-
els,” she said. “However, the gap between 
men and women seem to be closing and now 
more women are voting Conservative more 
than ever.”

Plett dismisses the notion of a solely high-
income bracket supporting the party.

“I would absolutely, entirely dispel that 
myth,” he said. “We have support from 
farmers, executives, business owners, school 
teachers, factory line workers, paramedics – 
I believe that we have strong support across 
the entire spectrum.”

Plett argues that making such broad gen-
eralizations about demographic support is 
ineffective and that it is far better to consider 
smaller groups separately.

“They are a demographic, like unions for 
example,” he said. “They would be more 
supportive to the NDP, but that’s not to say 
their members would be.”

Manitoba's PCs: The two-pronged party

Pc leader hugh McFadyen speaks at a rally. Since the 1960s, the Pc party has been challenged to maintain two sides of support — the rural conservative wing and the 
urban progressive wing.

SUPPLIED

“since the 1960s, the PC 
party have been challenged 
to reconcile two competing 
elements in their parties – 
the rural conservative wing 
and the progressive wing.” 
 – JareD weSLey, aDJUncT POLiTicS PrOFeSSOr, 
UniVerSiTy OF ManiTOBa anD UniVerSiTy OF 
aLBerTa

International 
News Briefs 
compiled by Jon Sorokowski

SUDAn AnD SOUTH SUDAn TO 
iMPrOVE BOrDEr SECUriTY

aFrica: Officials are working to im-
prove border security between Sudan 
and South Sudan following an agree-
ment between the two countries. The 
countries vowed to improve border 
security by creating 10 crossing points 
after months of tension over violence 
and sharing oil revenue. The border is 
not currently well defined, and many 
people simply walk across, sometimes 
smuggling goods. Three hundred joint 
teams and ethiopian peacekeepers will 
monitor the demilitarized border. al 
Jazeera reported ending border ten-
sions is one of the countries’ priorities, 
but that they must still resolve issues 
over sharing future oil revenues.

MEn ArrESTED in UniTED 
nATiOnS BOMBing

niGeria: Four men have been arrested 
in connection with the aug. 26 bomb-
ing of the United nations headquarters 
in nigeria, which killed 23 people. The 
four men are accused of being part of 
the Boko haram sect, which strives for 
strict implementation of Muslim law ni-
geria-wide. The men allegedly ordered 
a suicide bomber driving a vehicle to 
attack the headquarters in an incident 
that also injured 116 others. Over the 
past year, the sect has also assassi-
nated local officials and bombed other 
places around the country, and officials 
fear the group has ties to terror organi-
zations linked to al-Qaeda.

grEECE TO CUT PEnSiOnS, jOBS
Greece: The Greek government will 

introduce more severe austerity mea-
sures to convince foreign leaders to in-
crease aid to the country. The govern-
ment agreed to cut pensions, extend 
property taxes and put jobs of thou-
sands of civil servants on the line. The 
announcement follows negotiations 
with the international Monetary Fund 
and european authorities, the BBc re-
ported. The cuts are not expected to be 
popular, and Greece has already seen 
riots from public workers. The country 
has been dependent on bailout loans 
designed to prevent european Union 
countries from defaulting, and the gov-
ernment said the new measures show 
Greece’s ability to fulfill its outstanding 
financial commitments.

LiBYA BOMBing 
CAMPAign ExTEnDED

LiBya: naTO has announced a second 
three-month extension of the Libyan 
bombing campaign. The campaign is 
designed to protect civilians from fall-
en leader Muammar Gaddafi’s military 
counterattacks. naTO said they will 
continue on for as long as necessary, 
but will terminate the operation as 
soon as possible. yet Gaddafi predicted 
in an audio message that the new in-
terim Libyan, anti-Gaddafi government 
would fall once naTO ends their at-
tacks. The Transitional national coun-
cil, the interim government, is thankful 
for naTO’s role in the Libyan conflict, 
the new york Times reported.

iSrAEL AnD PALESTiniAn 
COnfLiCT HAS nO 
SHOrTCUTS: OBAMA

new yOrK: no shortcut exists to 
peace between israel and the Palestin-
ians, U.S. President Barack Obama told 
the United nations General assem-
bly on Sept. 21. “Peace will not come 
through statements and resolutions at 
the United nations. Ultimately, it is the 
israelis and the Palestinians who must 
live side by side,” Obama said. Palestin-
ians wish for statehood from the Un 
Security council, which U.S. diplomats 
oppose. Obama’s opponents say he has 
mishandled diplomacy in the Middle 
east and hasn’t helped israel enough.
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The Liberal party hasn’t seen much success in 
Manitoba since their momentary resurgence 
of popularity in 1988. 

Now, there is a chance the Liberals will 
come out of this election without a seat in 
office.

Historically, the Liberals have been a signif-
icant party in Manitoba. According to Politics 
in Manitoba by University of Winnipeg pol-
itics professor Christopher Adams, through-
out the first few decades of the 20th century, 
the Liberals garnered strong support, hold-
ing at least 30 per cent of the popular vote 
throughout the 1930s and 1940s. 

However, support for the Liberals hit a 
swift decline in the 1960s, and they have been 
on shaky ground ever since. 

Currently, the only Liberal MLA to hold 
a seat in Winnipeg is party leader Jon Ger-
rard in River Heights. Some suggest there is 
a possibility Gerrard might lose this seat to 
PC candidate Marty Morantz in the Octo-
ber election. 

Barry Raeside, a resident of River Heights, 
has supported Gerrard for the past few elec-
tions. However, this year, he has chosen to 
support Morantz.

“It’s time for a change,” said Raeside.
Raeside says that provincially, the Liberals 

are no longer a relevant party, having lost too 
much of its electoral support over the years.

In an interview, Adams said there’s a 
chance the Liberals will come out of this elec-
tion without a single seat.

“Gerrard ... is in for a very tough fight,” 
said Adams. “We might see the Liberal party 

wiped out in this election.”
Gerrard says the Liberals' decline does not 

spell the end of their party power. 
“Parties go up and down over the years. 

There were many years where the Conserva-
tives were in decline as well, from 1915 to the 
late 1950s,” he said. “We’re bringing the Lib-
eral party back and it’s going to be a power-
ful force again.”

Fort Rouge candidate Paul Hesse is opti-
mistic this election will see more provincial 
support for the Liberals. 

He says this is partially due to a new, 
younger generation of Liberal candidates who 
are open to and aware of the issues affecting 
Winnipeggers. 

Hesse says the Liberals have been in a 
decline because they were originally a rural 
party.

“Back in the ‘30s it was a very different 
Liberal party. Liberals were very strong with 
farmers and for farmers. They were a little 
slow to become an urban party,” said Hesse.

Hesse is confident the Liberals have taken 
urban issues to heart, and will once again 
become a powerful party. 

In what looks to be a close election, Hesse 
believes the Liberals will have the deciding 
vote in legislature. He says people will soon 
tire of the NDP members, and when that 
happens, the Liberals will rise. 

The last big Liberal resurgence happened 

in 1988, when Sharon Carstairs led the Liber-
als to official opposition status, according to 
Adams’ book. 

The popular vote for the Liberals soared 
from 14 per cent in 1986 to 35 per cent in 
1988, with Liberal candidates winning 19 
seats in Winnipeg and one rural seat. 

In his book, Adams states the Liberals’ sud-
den success was due in part to the NDP party 
exhausting much of their resources in dealing 
with a variety of internal political issues. This 
allowed Carstairs to eat into the NDP sup-
port base.

Adams says it is unlikely the Liberals will 
be able to use a similar strategy this election. 

Gerrard wouldn’t say whether one of 
their goals is to grab support from under the 
NDP.

“There are certainly areas in Winnipeg 
where the NDP really haven’t done the job 
that needs to be done,” said Gerrard. 

As the Oct. 4 election date approaches, 
several factors have hobbled the Liberals, 
Adams said.

One of those factors is the loss of Kevin 
Lamoureux, whose departure for federal poli-
tics left Gerrard as the only incumbent mem-
ber of the Liberal party running in this elec-
tion.

Adams says another reason for the Liber-
als’ low election rates is their popularity with 
younger generations.

“Younger adults have a much lower turn-
out rate when it comes to voting,” said 
Adams. 

Gerrard says young people are attracted to 
the Liberal party’s balance and vision. 

This election, the party has made use of 
several social media outlets, including Twit-
ter, Facebook and a daily blog, in the hopes 
of reaching out to more young people.

The rise and fall of the Liberal party

Kevin Lamoureaux's departure for federal politics left Liberal leader Jon Gerrard (centre) as the only incumbent member of the Liberal party running in this election. 

EvAN ROBERTS

“We might see the Liberal 
party wiped out in this 
election.” 
 – chriSTOPher aDaMS, aUThOr, POLiTicS in 
ManiTOBa

nDP PrOPOSE nEW HOUSing 
On DOWnTOWn LOTS

Premier Greg Selinger announced 
the nDP’s plan to build 1,400 new con-
dos and apartments on four downtown 
parking lots, the winnipeg Free Press 
reported. yet three of the four govern-
ment-owned lots already have tentative 
development plans, one of which was 
set to be part of a winnipeg conven-
tion centre expansion. Selinger said 
his government would use residential 
development grants and tax-increment 
financing to encourage new housing. 
he didn’t guarantee the development 
but said the nDP will pursue the proj-
ects with developers that are inter-
ested. Mayor Sam Katz pledged similar 
building incentives in his 2010 civic 
election campaign and said the city is 
well ahead of the nDP.

rALLY AgAinST BiPOLE LinE
Protesters rallied against the planned 

route for the Bipole iii hydro transmis-
sion line at the Manitoba legislature 
last week. Manitoba hydro designed the 
line to travel down Lake winnipeg’s east 
side, but the provincial government 
ordered it be moved to the lake’s west 
to protect the boreal forest and avoid 
possible legal disputes. Farmers at the 
rally voiced concerns about the cost, 
the damage to their farmland and the 
lack of consultation. a wilderness com-
mittee member was booed when he 
shouted out about the forest, the win-
nipeg Free Press reported.

POLiTiCiAnS SEEk 
WOMEn’S VOTES

The race is on for the middle-class 
woman voter, a Probe research poll-
ster suggested. a Tory ad shows leader 
hugh McFadyen playing with his family 
and their other ads feature almost all 
middle-class women. The Liberals have 
also released an ad showcasing a wom-
an and her daughter. and Premier Greg 
Selinger has made announcements sur-
rounded by female nDP politicians. a 
poll done early this summer showed 51 
per cent of women preferred the nDP 
while 35 per cent favoured the Tories, 
a change from last election’s figures of 
53 per cent to 27 per cent.

LiBErALS PrOMiSE TO Bring 
inTErnET TO COMMUniTiES

Manitoba Liberals have announced a 
plan to connect all Manitoba communi-
ties to broadband internet by 2015, a 
Liberal news release reported. “Liberals 
believe that all Manitoba communities 
deserve to be competitive and access 
to broadband internet everywhere is 
crucial to the economic success of com-
munities and the education of young 
people everywhere,” leader Jon Gerrard 
said in the release. Larger communities 
without broadband access would be the 
first priority. The party would set aside 
$1.9 million for the project’s first year, 
but the winnipeg Free Press reported 
a Liberal spokesman could not say the 
entire project’s cost.

STUDEnT grOUP iSSUES 
POLiTiCAL PArTY rEPOrT CArD

The Manitoba chapter of canadian 
Federation of Students (cFS) released 
a report card for three of the political 
parties’ take on postsecondary educa-
tion. The report lists tuition fee freezes, 
lowering high student fees for interna-
tional students and increased access 
for aboriginal students as among the 
group’s top priorities. The conserva-
tives got an F, but the nDP got a B – 
and the Liberals a c. The grades were 
based on cFS priorities and campaign 
announcements from the three main 
political parties. The cFS said only the 
nDP has committed to operating grant 
increases, but both the nDP and Liber-
als have shown initiative in increasing 
access for aboriginal students.

election 
News Briefs 
compiled by Jon Sorokowski
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Progressive Conservative Party
while the Progressive conservative party has dedicated a small 
aspect of their “Growing communities” strategy to post-secondary 
education, it doesn’t appear to be a prominent plank of their plat-
form. 

The Pcs have proposed a system of tuition fee increases based 
upon the rate of inflation, which mirrors the new Democratic Party’s 
position on the issue. The Pcs see the potential increase in tuition 
as a necessary part in keeping Manitoba’s post-secondary education 
institutions at a high operating level.

in addition, the party supports creating a system for clear aca-
demic credit transfer, so students would be able to easily transfer 
credits between academic institutions without penalty. 

in a recent interview, Mavis Taillieu, the party’s advanced educa-
tion critic, explained the Pcs support access to academic institutions, 
but also made clear the party would articulate a clear position on the 
issue after they examined the full financial situation within the prov-
ince.

“Students deserve to see long-term what their fees will be like,” 
said harpreet Turka, Pc candidate for wolseley, the riding in which 
the University of winnipeg is situated. “we’ve been calling for multi-
year funding plans for post-secondary institutions. you need to plan 
beyond the next fiscal year.”

One issue the Tories seem to have changed their position on is the 
University college of the north. while previous leader Stuart Murray 
campaigned against the construction of the northern facility, current 
leader hugh McFadyen endorses the institution as “training opportu-
nities for northerners and aboriginal students.”

Manitoba Liberal Party
The Manitoba Liberals have attempted to bring 
post-secondary education issues to the front of 
the debate in this provincial election, making them 
a major part of their platform.

Like the nDP and the Pcs, the Liberals also com-
mitted to keeping tuition fee increases on par 
with inflation. as well, the party pledged to com-
mit more funding for post-secondary institutions 
by removing the payroll tax on any publicly funded 
university or college. 

The party unveiled four major components of 
their platform early on in the campaign. 

The first major proposal within the education 
section would be a system where students who 
attain high academic standing in grade school 
would receive financial assistance in the form of 
financial credits for university later on. 

The Liberals would also provide credits for stu-
dents who demonstrate a strong sense of com-
munity and leadership, who would otherwise be 
unable to pay for university. 

as well, the Grits have promised they would give 
students rebates on tuition fees in exchange for 
high academic standing and consistent attendance 
in their classes. The system of rebates would result 
in payments being made during different points in 
time during a student’s academic career. 

This aspect of the program would also include 
rebates for those students who choose to stay in 
Manitoba after the completion of their degrees. 

Finally, the Liberals vowed to create a transit 
pass for all university and college students in the 
province that would provide them with access to 
free transit.

New Democratic Party
The new Democrats have many plans and promises to uphold regard-
ing post-secondary education. 

“accessibility is the main focus,” said rob altemeyer, nDP candi-
date for wolseley. “we want to make it so that students who want to 
go to school can go to school.” 

Making post-secondary education more accessible by lowering 
tuition fees is an issue of immediacy for the nDP. 

“Our promise is to freeze tuition at the rate of inflation,” alte-
meyer said, a promise also made by the Progressive conservatives 
and the Liberals. 

The nDP pledge to increase funding five per cent each year for 
three years if elected. There is a strong focus on building affordable 
housing and rental units, which would directly benefit students, said 
altemeyer.

“This is the type of work that i get really excited about, and there 
is never enough,” said altemeyer. “we have to work with non-profit 
community groups and other levels of government.” 

nDP support would continue for programs like acceSS, a loan, bur-
sary and grant program that offers assistance to under-represented 
groups like single parents, aboriginals, rural residents, women and 
people with disabilities. 

while in government, the nDP has increased post-secondary fund-
ing by more than 90 per cent, improving infrastructure and providing 
staff with sufficient wages. 

The renovation and expansion of new post-secondary institutions 
in areas like Thompson and The Pas, would provide out-of-province, 
rural, international and local students with additional enrollment 
opportunities. 

Opening new apprenticeship jobs is also a priority, which encour-
ages “keeping the best and brightest and the labour force here (in 
the province),” said altemeyer. 

The Green Party
The Green Party wants to “recycle” existing tax 
credits, providing $115 million for universities. The 
funding would be allocated to retaining staff and 
creating infrastructure. 

The Greens anticipate lowering tuition fees, an 
act that would be a joint effort between govern-
ment and post-secondary institutions, modeling 
the “universally accessible” education system that 
european countries like Ukraine hosts. 

“education is a huge economic driver,” said 
leader James Beddome, who is running in wolseley.

international students pay significantly more 
for tuition fees. Beddome says this is unfair, con-
sidering that international students stay in Mani-
toba after they graduate, contributing to our econ-
omy. 

“we have really great programs here, we don’t 
want to sell ourselves short,” said Beddome. “we’re 
committed to a long-term plan, working with exist-
ing and constraining budgets in Manitoba.” 

The Greens would implement free bus service in 
urban centres. Bedomme suggests that saving over 
two dollars a trip would put more money into local 
businesses instead. 

incorporating “eco Literacy,” a foundational 
part of the Green platform, would introduce stu-
dents in their early years to programs that sur-
round ecological principles. 

“The future is in sustainable business – finding 
ways to produce products with less pollution,” said 
Beddome.

rIel lyNCh
BeaT reporTer

Manitoba’s general election is in full swing, with a variety of issues and platforms being put forward to Manitoba voters. with that in mind, The Uniter 
decided to take a look where the four major parties stand on post-secondary issues.

ZaCh fleISher
CampUS BeaT reporTer

Where do the four parties stand on post-secondary issues?
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PrOfESSOr’S DiSCOVErY 
CHALLEngES THE 
LAWS Of PHYSiCS

University of winnipeg professor chris 
wiebe and his team of scientists have 
recently discovered that the synthesis 
of spin ices creates strong “magnetric” 
effects. Spin ices are magnetic materials 
that freeze like water and may be a new 
form of magnetism called magnetricity 
in which the magnetic charges flow like 
electricity. The spin ices are being used 
to test for magnetic monopoles, which 
are said to exist inside spin ices. The 
magnetic monopoles are isolated poles 
of magnetism that are extremely rare 
in nature and are forbidden accord-
ing to the laws of physics. however, 
wiebe’s recent work has evidence of a 
very dense gas of monopoles forming 
at low temperatures. wiebe’s discovery 
is featured in the prestigious nature 
communications online journal, which 
is dedicated to publishing advances in 
scientific research.

frEESTYLE EVEnT CELEBrATES 
UrBAn ArT AnD CULTUrE

The University of winnipeg Students’ 
association’s Freestyle event aims to 
forge connections between the cam-
pus body and community members 
through the exploration of urban art 
and culture. Participants – both U of 
w students and community members 
– are encouraged to sign up for any 
or all of the five free workshops that 
run from Sept. 29 to Oct. 3 from 12:30 
p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Bulman Student 
centre. events and workshops include 
hip-hop history, DJ skills, international 
graffiti documentary Bomb it!, and a 
graffiti art and b-boy/b-girl dancing 
demonstration. hip-hop journalist Jeff 
chang will be speaking about his book 
can't Stop won't Stop, which recounts 
the transformation of hip-hop culture 
from when it was first conceived until 
present day.

U Of W COLLEgiATE 
PArTnErS WiTH THE rWB

The University of winnipeg colle-
giate will now be the academic partner 
for the royal winnipeg Ballet School 
Professional Division Ballet academic 
Program for students in Grade 9 to 12, 
the university announced in a release. 
Jeff herd, the rwB’s executive director, 
noted that the The collegiate was their 
“school of choice” and was pleased to 
finally make the designation official. 
young dancers who already attend The 
collegiate praised the institution for its 
flexibility, high academic standards and 
close proximity to the rwB.

WESMEn BASEBALL TEAM 
PLAYS 100 inningS

The University of winnipeg Varsity 
Men's Baseball team played a marathon 
baseball game on Sept. 24 that lasted 
100 innings to raise awareness for the 
team. The team also accepted pledges 
– those who donated became members 
of the wesmen Baseball Booster Pro-
gram, which gives them access to wes-
men Baseball activities and wesmen 
Baseball gear. The funds raised will 
support the team’s trip to the U.S. for a 
competition in Minneapolis in 2012.

U Of W fUnDrAiSing 
iniTiATiVE rAiSES $135M

The U of w’s a world of Opportu-
nity capital campaign has success-
fully raised $135 million – the largest 
fundraising initiative in the university’s 
history. The fund is designed to offer 
financial support to students who are 
under-represented on campuses such 
as aboriginal students, refugees from 
war-affected areas and youth from 
inner-city neighbourhoods. So far the 
proceeds have created more than 300 
new scholarships, awards and bursa-
ries for students.

Campus 
News Briefs
compiled by Danelle cloutier

COMMUNITY EvENTS

On Thursday, Sept. 29, 35 ceOs will sleep outside to raise 
awareness about the solutions to addressing homelessness 
and poverty. They will help in fundraising annual funds that 
will support change for the Better, a program that directs 
funds towards homeless employment initiatives. change for 
the Better volunteers and staff will be on hand all day from 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. to accept generous donations towards the 
cause. For a full listing of participating ceOs, or to make a 
donation, visit www.changeforthebetter.org.

winnipeg's 50 PLUS LiVinG ShOw is on Saturday, Oct. 1 at 
10 a.m. at assiniboia Downs. The event is a consumer show 
designed with Baby Boomers and seniors in mind.

TaKe a waLK wiTh Sir hUGh JOhn MacDOnaLD (played by 
ron robinson) on Oct. 1. From his home at Dalnavert to the 
Millennium Library, Sir hugh will introduce you to the many 
downtown sites that touched his life and continue to play a 
role in winnipeg’s urban setting. The tours begin at 61 carlton 
at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. To pre-register contact the Millennium 
Library at 986-6450.

Free BacKyarD cOMPOSTinG wOrKShOPS are offered Oct. 
3, Oct. 4, Oct. 12 and Oct. 13 throughout the city. To pre-regis-
ter or for more information, visit www.greenactioncentre.ca 
or call 925-3776.

St. Mary anglican church in charleswood will be holding a 
GianT GaraGe rUMMaGe SaLe on Friday, Oct. 14, from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m., and Saturday, Oct. 15, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
Parish hall at 3830 roblin Blvd. There will be book tables, a 
fish pond for kids and household items, clothing and other 
miscellaneous treasures for sale.

The winnipeg Model railroad club will be hosting their GreaT 
winniPeG annUaL Train ShOw anD FLea MarKeT at the 
Mennonite Brethren collegiate, 180 riverton ave., on Satur-
day, Oct. 15 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 16 from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. admission is $3 per person or $5 per fam-
ily. There will be refreshments on sale. Funds raised will go 
toward the autism Society.

LeaF Manitoba presents the 2011 Persons Day Breakfast 
on Oct. 21 from 7:15 a.m. to 9 a.m. at the winnipeg conven-
tion centre. Tickets are $25 with proceeds going to sup-
port the work of the women's Legal education and action 
Fund to advance the equality of all women. Tickets available 
at Mcnally robinson Booksellers. For more information visit 
www.leaf.ca.

ON CAMPUS

The popular study skills workshop series SMarT STarT will 
be offered to U of w students until Oct. 17. The workshops will 
be held from 12:30 p.m. to 1:20 p.m in room 2D12, Duckworth 
centre. The series continues with class Participation and Pre-
sentation Skills on Monday, Oct. 3 and academic writing on 
wednesday, Oct. 5.

as part of The Uniter’s Mouseland Press Speaker Series and 
UwSa’s FreeSTyLe festival, hip-hop journalist JeFF chanG 
will present his book can't Stop won't Stop on wednesday, 
Oct. 5 at 7:30 p.m. in eckhardt-Gramatté hall. chang’s book 
shows how hip hop came to crystallize a multiracial gener-
ation's worldview. Jeff chang has been a hip-hop journalist 
for more than 15 years and has written for Vibe, Spin, The Vil-
lage Voice, UrB and rap Pages. The event is free and open to 
the public.

U of w student Kevin McLean will be presenting the OraL hiS-
TOry OF The TiMeS chanGe(D) hiGh anD LOneSOMe cLUB as 
told by the owner, musicians and patrons on Thursday, Oct. 6 
at the Times change(d) high and Lonesome club at 8:30 p.m.

The rheTOric STUDenT GrOUP's first meeting is on Oct. 6 at 
5:30 p.m. in the writing lab.

JUice, the University of winnipeg's creative writing Journal, 
invites you to celebrate the release of its 11th issue on Oct. 6 
at 6 p.m. in the University of winnipeg's eckhardt-Gramatté 
hall. Student writers chosen for the issue will read from their 
creative works, followed with cookies and juice. come out to 
get juiced!

Mouseland Press inc., The Uniter and the Knowles-woods-
worth centre for Theology and Public Policy present charLeS 
TayLOr: ManaGinG BeLieF anD UnBeLieF in The PUBLic 

SQUare on wednesday, Oct. 19 at 7:30 p.m. in eckhardt-Gra-
matté hall. The event is free and open to the public.

vOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

To volunteer for the University of winnipeg’s Student associ-
ation fill out an application on their website, www.theuwsa.ca, 
or grab an application from their office in the Bulman centre.

To volunteer for Peer Support email uofwpeersupport@gmail.
com, or grab an application from their office (OrM13) or from 
the UwSa.

To volunteer for UwSa Foodbank email foodbank@theuwsa.
ca, or grab an application from the UwSa.

Plug in institute of contemporary art is looking for enthusi-
astic and reliable volunteers to help in a number of different 
areas of their operations. if you are interested email info@
plugin.org.

The UniTer, the weekly rag you are holding right now, is 
looking for contributors. See your words in print or your pho-
tos and drawings on the page. email aaron at editor@uniter.
ca.

cKUw 95.9 FM is seeking volunteers for the music and news 
departments, and as hosts for programs. email ckuw@uwin-
nipeg.ca.

The west Broadway youth Outreach centre is always look-
ing for more volunteers to help with a variety of programs 
including sports, tutoring and other programs to bene-
fit inner-city youth. call 774-0451 or stop by 222 Furby St. to 
offer your skills.

The Spence neighbourhood association is looking for volun-
teers to help with their programming. interested volunteers 
can download a volunteer application form at spenceneigh-
bourhood.org or call 783-5000 for more information.

The canadian Breast cancer Foundation's ciBc run for the 
cure is looking for route marshals to help out on Sunday, Oct. 
3. if you are over 18 years of age, can spare a few hours and 
would like to be a part of the largest volunteer-driven event 
in canada, please contact Donna-Lynn at 231-4885.

Wesmen soccer teams frustrated to remain in MCAC 
for second season
Sarah reIlly 
STaff wrITer

The University of Winnipeg Wesmen men’s 
and women’s soccer teams are competing for 
the second year in the Manitoba Colleges 
Athletics Conference (MCAC), despite post-
ing top records last season.

The Wesmen had expected to be bumped 
up into the Canadian Interuniversity Sport 
(CIS) league for the 2011-2012 season. 

During the 2010-2011 season, both teams 
dominated the MCAC with 5-1 and 4-0 fin-
ishes.

However, the Wesmen needed all institu-
tions in the CIS to vote yes, but one institu-
tion voted against the change.  

Adam Bromley, captain of the men’s team, 
said all the soccer athletes are extremely frus-
trated with the decision. 

“Disappointed – that’s the best way to put 
it,” he said. “I thought we should have been 
recognized well above the level that we’re 
playing at. We shouldn’t be in the league 
we’re in.”

Bromley believes the team is ready to com-
pete at the CIS level. They travelled to Sas-
katchewan earlier this month where they 
took on CIS team the University of Saskatch-
ewan Huskies. They lost 2-1 in the first game, 
and tied the second game with a goal apiece. 

“Obviously that shows we are right to want 
to be playing at that level,” Bromley said.

After dominating in MCAC last year, Sera-
fina Trunzo who plays for the women’s team 
feels the same way. 

“I don’t understand why it was such a has-
sle for us to go in it this year,” she said. “But I 
guess we’ll just use it as another practice sea-
son to get ready for next year.” 

Wesmen athletic director Doran Reid 
shares the frustration and disappointment 
with the athletes. 

“I saw no reason why we couldn’t begin 
this year,” he said. “They just weren’t ready 
for us I guess.”

The soccer players say they are also frus-
trated with their current practice locations – 
outdoor practice fields at Valour Community 

Club and Tec Voc High School. 
Reid said the teams are able to rent a dif-

ferent outdoor field for next season if they 
want to, but finding a location close to the 
university remains a problem. 

The goal is to have practice locations close 
enough to the school so athletes can easily go 
between practice and classes. 

Trunzo looks forward to when the teams 
secure a new practice location.

“It would be awesome if we could get a 
better facility for us to practice (in) – indoor 
and outdoor,” she said. “But for now, it’ll 
do.”

“It’s tough to train at a high level on such a 
poor surface,” Bromley added.

Bromley and Trunzo both look forward 
to when the university’s indoor field house is 
ready for them to practice in. 

Reid, who is largely responsible for help-
ing the Wesmen get the new facility, said it 
should be complete within two years. 

Despite their frustrations, Trunzo and 
Bromley are both excited to be playing this 
season. The team has set goals for every prac-
tice and every game to make a statement for 
when they enter the CIS for the 2012-13 sea-
son, Bromley said.

“I thought we should have 
been recognized well above 
the level that we’re playing 
at. We shouldn’t be in the 
league we’re in.” 
 – aDaM BrOMLey, caPTain, weSMen Men’S SOccer

wesmen soccer players like Serafina Trunzo believe that because of their strong play last season in the Mcac, 
they should have been allowed to join the ciS.

SUPPLIED
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Progressive solutions can 
help alleviate winnipeg's 
rental housing shortage

lUCaS redekop
volUNTeer

As many of you know, rental housing in Win-
nipeg is hard to find – and good, affordable 
housing is even harder. 

Rental housing in Winnipeg is of great con-
cern for many Winnipeggers, especially with 
vacancy rates below one per cent. Accord-
ing to Our Winnipeg, Winnipeg's long-term 
blueprint, the city will need 83,000 more 
housing units over the next 20 years. 

Ongoing solutions to Winnipeg's housing 
shortages include community sponsored ini-
tiatives, tax increment financing and the con-
struction of social housing. 

These are all good proposals, but I wonder 
if the province could also try what I would 
call the One Building At A Time (OBAAT) 
initiative. 

This could be done in conjunction with 
the other initiatives, and involves simply 
building rental housing downtown and then 
selling the building to a private company at 
market rates. 

Now I realize the market rate approach 
will not add to the much-needed supply of 
affordable housing, but it will help to increase 
the supply of housing in general. 

A greater supply will eventually lead to a 
decrease in rental rates, or at least will give 
renters more choice. OBAAT would imme-
diately increase the number of residents in 
the downtown. 

The main reason I think this might work 
is that the province, despite having a deficit, 
still has access to cheap credit. 

Also, depending on the size of the build-
ing, the province wouldn't have to finance 
the endeavour too long, since OBAAT's 
intention is to sell the project upon comple-

tion. 
Furthermore, this investment has a far 

better chance of return than a stadium loan 
does.

Normally, the private sector steps in 
when market conditions are as favourable as 
they are in Winnipeg (stable economy, low 
vacancy rate, relatively cheap credit). 

But there is a lack of large, market-rate 
apartments being built downtown, allowing 
an opportunity for the province to step in. 

Now, you might be thinking: "What about 
Vancouver and the South East False Creek 
development?" 

The False Creek development was built to 
house athletes for the 2010 Winter Olympics. 
The City of Vancouver was forced to become 
the financial backer for the project when the 
previous financier backed out. 

According to Gary Mason of The Globe 
and Mail, Vancouver is expected to lose at 
least $50 million on the project plus another 
$180 million for the land given by the city but 
not paid for.

However, OBAAT is smaller in scope than 
the False Creek development, thus limiting 
the financial risk. 

Winnipeg also has a steady rental and real-
estate market, whereas the False Creek valu-
ations were based on Vancouver's pre-reces-
sion real-estate prices. 

The major drawback for OBAAT is the 
temptation to build uninspiring and energy 
inefficient buildings. This province has 
already tried to be a developer once, leav-
ing us with non-geothermal Waverley West, 
which is a major concern for proponents of 
OBAAT.

Therefore, if the province decides to 
undertake this initiative, it would have to 
add to the streetscape instead of diminish it, 
and commit to some level of environmental 
standards. 

These two priorities should not vastly alter 
the financial benefits of OBAAT, since good 
design is not necessarily expensive, and good 
environmental practices are often financially 
beneficial. 

In conclusion, OBAAT is not a full solu-

tion to the immediate housing crisis, but 
it certainly could be part of the province's 
larger housing strategy.

Lucas Redekop is a mature student at the 
University of Winnipeg with an interest in 
civic discourse. He lives in West Broadway.

One at a time

Provincial Election Day is Tuesday, October 4
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mIChael aNThoNy welCh
volUNTeer STaff

Elections are generally assumed to be a mech-
anism by which citizens in a society may gov-
ern their affairs. Government “of the people, 
by the people, for the people,” as Abraham 
Lincoln put it, can best be achieved if par-
ticipants in our society select, from a slate 
of candidates, the one who best sympathizes 
with their concerns and interests. 

Paradoxically, we find that this process 
often yields results that do not reflect the will 
of the people. 

The phenomenon of left-wing vote-split-
ting in a first-past-the-post electoral system 
accounts for some of this counterintuitive 
reality. 

Nevertheless, this kink in our system 
doesn't go far enough in explaining the dis-
crepancy between the policy preferences of 
Canadians and those of the people they elect 
to power.

For example, in 1992, a number of con-
stitutional amendments were proposed in 
a package known as the Charlottetown 
Accord. It would ostensibly resolve many of 
the disputes relating to the balance of power 
between federal and provincial levels of gov-
ernment. 

Following the fiasco of the defeated Meech 
Lake Accord, a broad federal-provincial-ter-
ritorial consultation, which included aborig-
inal groups, women’s groups and business 
leaders, was initiated. 

The Charlottetown Accord had the sup-
port of all 10 provincial premiers and the two 
territorial leaders. 

Significantly, all three of the major par-
ties in the House of Commons at the time – 
the Liberals, the Conservatives and the New 
Democrats – supported the changes, and 
engaged in an expensive campaign advocat-
ing in favour of the new constitutional for-
mula.

Yet these leaders who supposedly repre-

sented the will of the people were soundly 
thwarted in the referenda of Oct. 26, 1992. 
In six out of 10 provinces, Canadians voted 
no to the Charlottetown Accord decisively, 
by more than 60 per cent. 

More recently, we find virtually the same 
dynamic playing itself out on the federal 
scene with regard to the international mili-
tary incursion into Libya. 

According to an Abacus poll conducted 
in June, 41 per cent of Canadians supported 
Canada's military intervention in Libya, with 
33 per cent opposed and 25 per cent unsure. 
Yet that same month, parliamentarians, 
including the left-leaning NDP, voted almost 
unanimously to extend the mission in Libya.

How to account for this incongruence? 
Does the occupation of a position in author-
ity have some kind of effect on a person that 
separates them from the constituency that 
elected him or her?

I think there may be more involved than 
leaders simply letting power go to their 
heads. 

People in these positions of influence 
encounter a unique scrutiny that is unheard 
of among the governed. They come to rely 
more and more on bureaucratic entities, paid 
advisors and public relations experts, among 
other elements of the ruling framework. 

This effectively divorces them from the 
communities that sent them to office.

There are more variables guiding the 
actions of elected representatives than just the 
attitudes of the people who elected them. 

In the face of these realities, those with 
strong policy concerns need to expand their 
focus beyond the lady or gentleman or party 
that they believe best represents their inter-
ests. To achieve success, there must be peo-
ple sympathetic to the cause inside the insti-
tution as well as people on the outside rat-
tling those cages.

The relative success of the labour move-
ment, civil rights movement, the women's 
movement, and gay and lesbian struggles is 
testament to the reality that change is possi-
ble even under the most adverse of circum-
stances. 

So by all means, take part in the pro-
vincial election campaign and support the 
candidate(s) of your choice. 

But when election day arrives Oct. 4, 
should the results not go quite the way you'd 
like, don't get mad – get organized!

Michael Anthony Welch is the news director 
at CKUW 95.9 FM and host of Alert! Radio.

I want my decision back

Does the occupation of a 
position in authority have 
some kind of effect on a 
person that separates them 
from the constituency that 
elected him or her?

when it comes to our political leaders, we don’t always 
get what we vote for

WrItE

tHE NEWs
EMaIL NEWs@UNItEr.Ca
tO GEt INVOLVED

AYAME ULRICH
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The voter fog

Trevor graUmaNN
CommeNTS edITor

We had a civic election less than a year ago. A 
federal election but a few months ago. Now 
we go provincial. So in the face of this cluster 
of elections, are we still listening?  

Well, let’s see. 
Civically, we experienced the would-be 

heroics of hopeful Judy Wasylycia-Leis in 
an election that inspired many, though not 
enough to make her bid for mayor success-
ful. 

Federally, we bore witness to our political 
landscape changing significantly, making his-
tory with Liberal losses and NDP gains. 

These noteworthy elections make me won-
der whether we can really be apathetic right 
now. Let’s face it: politics have been interest-
ing lately.  

Then again, you can never tell what will 
happen in an election based on the lead-up 
to it. 

It felt like so many Winnipegers were 
behind Judy Wasylycia-Leis, found her green-
oriented, poverty-focused platform inspiring 
– and yet the voter turnout for the civic elec-
tion stalled at 47.1 per cent (which was in fact 
a boost from the 2006 election numbers). 

The federal election piqued the interest 
of the voters, and the voter turnout went up 
from the 2008 federal election figures to 61.1 
per cent (though, because the 2008 numbers 
were historically low, perhaps this isn’t saying 
much). 

Even with the Liberals running a card-
board candidate, I can’t recall a more impas-
sioned federal election, a fact made all the 
more memorable by Jack Layton’s death 
shortly thereafter. 

In the wake of those two elections, there 
is much on the line provincially. If the PCs 
take this election, then we Winnipeggers will 
be dealing with Conservatives at every level 
of government: civic, provincial and federal. 

What an age we live in. 
If we can believe the sampling taken by the 

Winnipeg Free Press last week, then even first-
time voters – young people fresh out of high 
school – are under the spell of the PCs. 

For various reasons, three of the five young 

people interviewed said that they would be 
voting for the provincial PCs in this election. 

The other two were undecided. 
These youngsters showed an interest in 

issues such as crime and health care, and were 
concerned that their fellow teenagers do not. 
In other words, they were concerned that 
their fellow teenagers were apathetic toward 
politics, a syndrome with which many Man-
itobans are affected.  

Our last provincial election saw only 56.7 
per cent of registered voters actually vote, and 
it would be surprising if this election yielded 
a higher turnout. Part of the problem is that 
there’s no angle for this election, no keynote 
issue that makes it of particular interest to 
perennial non-voters. 

All we have provincially is a party that has 
been in power for 12 years, and opposition(s) 
dead set on taking advantage of this lengthy 
term by asking obvious yet impossible ques-
tions. 

Yes, these are the essence of any election, 
but it seems insulting to everyone’s intelli-
gence to inquire, “Why isn’t crime solved?” 
or “Why do we still have poverty?” 

We must always remember that we are 
speaking about political parties here, and not 
God. 

But perhaps these questions are intrigu-
ing to the public at large, and this provin-
cial election will produce a historically high 
voter turnout, with voting stations around 
the province packed to the gills, taking in 
IDs and Hydro bills en masse, and the rum-
ble of throats clearing will echo through the 
province, signalling the onset of a new era in 
which we all scrutinize what goes on behind 
the closed doors of the Legislative Building. 

This is certainly possible. But I doubt it. 

Trevor Graumann is The Uniter’s comments 
editor and a graduate of the University of 
Winnipeg.

AYAME ULRICH

the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the Helsinki fashion blog www.
hel-looks.com. each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual expression and 
celebrate that you are really, really good looking.

vALERIjA KUZEMA

SenD yOUr LeTTerS TO eDiTOr@UniTer.ca

Do so many elections so close together leave us even more apathetic than usual?

Zoe
"Fall inspires me to 

dress like this."

P r e s e n t i n g  s P o n s o r F e s t i v a l  s P o n s o r s

2011

OctOber 6-8 & 13-15
reelpride.Org

YOUR LGBT FiLm FesTivaL 
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Made in Manitoba

aaroN SNIder
CUlTUre reporTer

Think of your favourite local musicians. The 
odds are that at some point, many of them 
have taken advantage of provincial grants to 
make their music. For some, it may have even 
been the only way they could do it.

“In a sense I’m thinking that grants make 
lots of music possible that wouldn’t be other-
wise,” says Winnipeg musician Ian Neufeld 
La Rue, who plays with his wife Lea Neufeld 
as Ian La Rue and the Heartbeat City. 

In the 2009-2010 fiscal year, Manitoba 
Film and Music (MFM) provided grants 
totaling $629,000 to Manitoba musicians. 
This included the funding of 54 recording 
projects, 53 tours and 21 marketing initia-
tives.

This money is not free by any means. 
To begin with, the application process is 

rigorous. Artists must provide a marketing 
plan, photos, a bio and lyrics in addition to 
a detailed outline of their plans pertaining to 
the project at hand. 

For a recording grant this includes song 
treatments, or specific plans for how a demo 
version of a song will be improved upon 
recording in the studio. 

It helps to know someone that knows the 
process. Having that someone as the head of 
your label is even better.

“It is a lot of work to write them, and 

there’s a format to writing them,” says Alan-
nah Walker, drummer for local pop duo Can-
non Bros. “It seems like there are people who 
know how to do that and Greg (MacPherson 
of Disintegration Records) is one of them.”

Cannon Bros. received a sound recording 
grant earlier this year, and with it recorded a 
12-song album due out in November. Walker 
says MacPherson wrote the majority of their 
grant application.

“It can be a lot of work, but that’s just part 
of the work of being a musician. Those grants 
aren’t like a lottery ticket,” says La Rue, who 
applied for and received a grant for a short 
tour in March.

Applications go through an adjudication 
process where juries made of industry pro-
fessionals and experts decide who gets the 
money.

MFM cannot release the names of jury 
members for confidentiality reasons, but 
John Paul Peters, a local producer, has sat on 
several music grant juries at the national level 
and says the provincial process is probably 
very similar. 

“For smaller demo grants, the jury mostly 
judges the potential of the tracks to be 
recorded,” Peters says in an email. “For larger 
album grants, the marketing plan and expe-
rience or exposure of the band are the most 
important features.”

One difference to note between MFM 
and the Foundation Assisting Canadian Tal-
ent On Recordings (FACTOR) is that the 

national system always matches applications 
from one province with jurors in another. 

Peters, who sits on one FACTOR jury 
each year, says this makes for a fairer process.

Even after receiving the stamp of approval 
from the jury, the artist’s process is far from 
over. MFM requires that artists provide evi-
dence of their expenditures throughout the 
process as well as semi-annual sales reports 
when applicable. All recording projects must 
work with accredited Manitoba recording 
studios. 

After the project is complete, MFM wants 
to know how the artist fared according to the 
outlines in the application.

“Applicants are required to provide follow-
up reports outlining key indicators of success 
such as market growth, audience penetration 
and progress on goals and success indicators 
outlined in the original application,” Ginny 
Collins, communications and marketing 
director at MFM, says in an email.

It’s also important to show growth over 

subsequent records, if the grants are going to 
keep coming. 

An artist applying for a grant to record 
their second album must prove that they 
recouped 20 per cent of the cost of their first 
album. This percentage keeps increasing until 
the fifth grant, which requires that the previ-
ous project broke completely even.

The amount of money received by the 
artist isn’t arbitrary, either. Each category of 
grant has a maximum amount that can be 
paid, but the actual amount provided equals 
a percentage of the artist’s budget.

La Rue says that touring grants like the 
one he received earlier this year are a way of 
paying artists fair wages. 

“It’s not there to just pay people extra 
money. It’s there to cover you if you’re not 
getting paid enough as a musician,” he says. 
“It’s more of a system to bump up the money 
that you’re not quite getting enough of.”

Walker appreciates the support her band 
receives.

“I think we’re really lucky in Manitoba,” 
she says. “The system we have is really good 
and hopefully it stays that way. To get a fed-
eral grant from FACTOR is a lot more dif-
ficult.”

“In the scene that we’re in or on the edge 
of – the indie folk scene – everybody takes 
advantage of grants,” La Rue says. “Why 
wouldn’t you? It’s money and it’s there for you 
and it’s the government supporting arts.”

alannah walker and cole woods from cannon Bros. couldn't afford to sit on this bench without a little help from the province.
SUPPLIED

arts & Culture

Getting money to make music is half the struggle, and provincial grants are there to help

“It can be a lot of work, but 
that’s just part of the work 
of being a musician. those 
grants aren’t like a lottery 
ticket.” 
 – ian neUFeLD La rUe
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tHE PaCK arE BaCK

Maya Miller and Becky Black are the Pack a.D. This hard-
touring, bad-ass duo are known the world over for their 
unique, firebrand style of gritty, bluesy, garage-punk. Those 
who were fortunate enough to catch this captivating combo 
last time they played live in winnipeg can testify to the spir-
itually jarring effect they have on audiences. now they're 
coming back to town, touring with their latest album, Unper-
sons. catch the Pack at the Lo Pub on Sept. 30 with psych-
rockers SUn wiZarD and local act ShaLLOw enD.

tHUrsDaY, sEPt. 29

Toronto roots-rock queen amanda Zelina a.k.a. The cOPPer-
TOne performs alongside The DirTy MaGS and SMOKy TiGer.

Polaris Prize winners KarKwa play the west end cultural 
centre with aiDan KniGhT.

The KarL KOhUT TriO featuring Sheena raTTai perform 
some of Stevie wonder's best music at aqua Books.

Metal acts cODa, in TranSFOrMaTiOn, ninJaSPy play the 
Park Theatre as part of ninjaspy's no Kata Tour.

KeiTh anD renÉe, SOL JaMeS and PePPer LainG & The LOn-
eSTar KiLLerS play the Palomino club.

The F-hOLeS play the Pyramid with DJ rOB ViLar.

Singer-songwriter KiM chUrchiLL plays the Folk exchange.

JacQUie B anD JeSSe Dee play the Times change(d) high 
and Lonesome club.

in case you missed it, STeVe BeLL and his band play the 
Muriel richardson auditorium at the waG as part of the 
encore Kindness tour re-promoting Bell's last album.

FrIDaY, sEPt. 30

acclaimed blues-punk duo The PacK a.D. play the Lo Pub 
with SUn wiZarD and ShaLLOw enD.

Two of Montreal's best indie-rock acts, The BeSnarD LaKeS 
with MaLaJUBe, will be playing the west end cultural centre.

Female fronted punk-rock band KiLL MaTiLDa play the cav-
ern in promotion of their upcoming album i want revenge.

The MOODy BLUeS play the Pantages Playhouse Theatre.

Local band TrOUBLeShOT will be releasing their debut eP at 
Ozzy's Bar and nightclub with PeneTraTOr and GUyS wiTh 
wiVeS.

There will be a benefit concert for the First nation home-
less centre featuring BUrnT – PrOJecT 1, Da SKeLPa SQUaD, 
hiGhway 373, J.c. caMPBeLL, SeGweh, The DUSTy rOaDS 
BanD, Tracy BOne and more. The benefit event will be at 
the Pyramid cabaret.

Metal Mayhem at the Zoo with aLPhaKiLL, PSychOTic Gar-
DeninG and SOUL KiLLinG FeMaLe.

Knock back a few with cheerinG FOr The BaD GUy and reV-
erenD raMBLer at the Times change(d) high and Lone-
some club.

Bluegrass act BOG riVer play the Folk exchange.

SUZanne Mariani plays the wood Tavern on Marion.

riGhTeOUS iKe plays the blues at the windsor hotel.

heLLBOUnD hePcaTS play Shannon's irish Pub.

GUy aBrahaM'S release party for his eP The Spark is at the 
Park Theatre.

SaM KOULacK anD The FiVe nOSehairS, JOhnny riVerBOaT 
and FeeD The BirDS all play the crescent Fort rouge United 
church at 8 p.m.

satUrDaY, OCt. 1

iMaGinary ciTieS, one of biggest breakout bands of 2010, 
returns home to a winnipeg stage with ra ra riOT and 
DinOSaUr BOneS at the Pyramid cabaret.

eX MODern Teen's cD release party for Teenlion is at the 
Standard with JOhnny SiZZLe, hey PiLGriM and The Manic 
ShaKeS.

Times change(d) high and Lonesome club host Sean aShBy 
and The STUrGeOnS.

JaMeS McMUrTry plays the Park Theater.

Local folk sensation Danny MicheL packs the west end cul-

tural centre.

Singer-songwriter inGriD GaTin performs at the Folk 
exchange.

arcTic MOnKeyS make their winnipeg debut at the Burton 
cummings Theatre with SMiTh weSTernS.

aSTrOcOVen's cD release party is at the ellice café & The-
atre. The band will be joined by XVi, eyeS MOre Than a 
hanD and SaUnLUST.

QUincy DaViS with Q-FacTOr featuring DerricK GarDner, 
JiMMy Greene and STeVe KirBy play jazz at aqua Books.

sUNDaY, OCt. 2

Legendary '70s proto-punk front man JOnaThan richMan 
(The Modern Lovers) is playing the Pyramid Oct. 2. So put 
down the cigarette, drop out of junior college and come to 
the show.

Ghost Town Manitoba presents Brooklyn act JaPanTher 
with VaMPireS and The hOOTS at negative Space.

Sunday at the King's head pub means blues act aLL The 
KinG'S Men will be playing.

Vancouver act yUKOn BLOnDe plays the wecc with MODern 
rOManTicS.

GirLS JUST wanna rOcK is a show featuring local women 
musicians eLecTric VaMP, BeTh MarTenS, MarGUeriTe, Jan 
SMiTh, LyZie BUrT and The heLP wanTeDS at Finn Mccue's 
at the Forks. The show is an early one from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

MONDaY, OCt. 3

wOOL On wOLVeS, TwiST cOne and The earDrUMS play the 
Park Theatre.

The MacLean BrOTherS play the royal George.

tUEsDaY, OCt. 4

One of the citys's biggest hip hop acts, winniPeG'S MOST, 
drops their latest album at the Pyramid cabaret with DJ 
DOw JOneS, FiLThy aniMaLS and The heaTBaG.

WEDNEsDaY, OCt. 5

we are The ciTy and enJOy yOUr PUMaS play the Park The-
atre.

Metal act enSLaVeD play the wecc with GhOST.

reVerSinG FaLLS play the Lo Pub with MicrODOT and SOFT-
cOre.

The ZOMBieS play the McPhillips Station casino. Tell your 

mom.

UPCOMING EVENts

The history of one of canada's most iconic venues, the 
Times change(d) high and Lonesome club, will be on display 
on Thursday, Oct. 6 at 8:30 p.m. Oral history student and 
DJ Kevin McLean (in the Pocket radio) will present a year's 
worth of interviews about the Times with John Scoles, Jay 
nowicki, Keri Latimer, aaron Goss, rockin' ronnie and more. 
anDrew neViLLe and The POOr chOiceS and GUerriLLaS 
OF SOUL will perform.

B.a. JOhnSOn + DrUGS + BaBySiTTer + PhLeGM FaTaLe = 
one hell of a crazy Lo Pub show on Oct. 8.

Jazz Fest favourite DaM-FUnK returns to winnipeg with his 
band MaSTer BLaZTer at the Pyramid on Monday, Oct. 10.

canadian punk rock legends nOMeanSnO are coming to 
winnipeg with FOrD Pier at the west end cultural centre on 
Saturday, Oct. 15.

hOLy BrUTaL S**T! naPaLM DeaTh is playing the Zoo on 
Monday, Oct. 17.

BiG JOhn BaTeS plays winnipeg to promote his new 7" at 
the Pyramid on Oct. 20.

hey Dads – it’s going to be a good week to rock out because 
both JOhnny winTer and JeFF BecK will be in town for one 
weekend. Johnny winter and his band perform at the Pyra-
mid cabaret on Friday, Oct. 21, while Jeff Beck plays the Pan-
tages Playhouse Theatre on Saturday, Oct. 22.

wiLLiaM ShaTner will be performing at the centennial con-
cert hall on Oct. 25.

cKUw presents canadian punk rock legends DOa on Thurs-
day, Oct. 27 at the Pyramid.

roots-rock act eLLiOT BrOOD returns to winnipeg on Oct. 29 
at the west end cultural centre.

Spend halloween with roots-rock legend LeOn rUSSeL at the 
McPhillips Station casino.

Dan ManGan returns to winnipeg nov. 1. Following his last 
sold-out performance at the Park Theatre, Mangan will be 
upgraded to the Garrick centre.

The much-hyped weBer BrOTherS are playing the Park The-
atre on Friday, nov. 11.

Stoner-rockers KyUSS are playing the Garrick centre on 
nov. 29.

want to see your event in The Uniter? Sure you do!

email your listing to listings@uniter.ca. it’s free and it’s easy.

UNDErOatH

Underoath drummer Daniel Davison says the band’s current tour, 
which stops at the Garrick Centre on Monday, Oct. 3, is a reunion 
of sorts.

The other bands on the bill are Comeback Kid, The Chariot and 
This Is Hell. Davison has known CBK’s Andrew Neufeld and Jeremy 
Hiebert since the early 2000s, and he used to play in metalcore band 
Norma Jean with Chariot lead singer Josh Scogin. 

Davison was even The Chariot’s manager for a few years.
“Josh and I were playing music together when I was probably 12 or 

13,” Davison, 28, says by phone after a soundcheck in San Diego. “It’s 
been super fun just hanging out with those dudes every day. It’s really 
good to be around old friends.”

Davison joined Underoath after the departure of founding mem-
ber, drummer and vocalist Aaron Gillespie in April 2010.

The band quickly wrote and recorded the band’s seventh album, 
Ø (Disambiguation).

“Aaron was kind of going in a different direction than the rest of 
the band,” Davison says. “When I came on board, me and the guys 
had similar ideas as far as (the) direction in music we wanted to cre-
ate and be a part of.”

Released in November 2010, Ø (Disambiguation) is Underoath’s 
heaviest and most punishing record to date.

“We all seemed pretty like-minded with ideas that came forward,” 
Davison says. “The end result is just really heavy music, but not nec-
essarily just straight up hardcore or metal. It’s music that’s heavy but 
has different dynamics and a lot of melody, but not poppy or cheesy. 
Pretty dark overall.”

Tickets for the Oct. 3 show are $31.75 at Ticketmaster and Music 
Trader. Visit www.underoath777.com.

 – AARON EPP

tHE EarDrUMs

Local boys The Eardrums are very proud to be from Winnipeg-
-and not Toronto. 

The trio has been playing together since 2009 when it 
debuted with a self-recorded, self-released EP. 

Most recently, the trio’s We’re Not From Toronto EP has made 
them an even more prominent name in the local music scene-
-for the group’s talent and its decision to tell it how it is about 
Canada’s own “centre of the universe.”

“We're just stirring the pot; taking the piss, as the Brits 
would say,” explains bass player Grant Partridge. “Toronto gets 
all the love ... that ain’t right.”

While the band is expressing what so many others are often 
thinking, The Eardrums (which also includes brother Tim Par-
tridge and James MacLean) aren’t just focused on avoiding that 
certain type of stereotype; it’s about the music. 

Specifically, taking a slightly untypical approach when it 
comes to creating their sound.

“Since the band formed, we've all taken turns singing lead 
vocals. The natural next step was to see what happened when 
we all sang at the same time,” Partridge says. “It was less a mat-
ter of ‘Oh, so-and-so have great harmonies, so we should try 
it’ and more like an experiment that happened to fortunately 
succeed.”

Check out all The Eardrums have to offer on Monday, Oct. 
3 at the Park Theatre. For just $10, see them alongside locals 
bands Wool on Wolves and Twist Cone starting at 8 p.m. Visit 
www.theeardrums.ca.

 – PAMELA ROZ

tHE PErMs

Similar to the old-school hairstyle, local band The Perms are ever-
lasting with just a few touch-ups along the way.

Having released their first album, Tight Perm, as teens 13 years 
ago, The Perms have all found their solid place in the band now. 

Shane Smith (bass, vocals), Chad Smith (guitar, vocals) and 
John Huver (drums) are all co-collaborators in the songwriting 
process. 

Coming up on the release of its fifth album, Sofia Nights, the 
band will admit its sound has stayed in the power-pop genre for 
the most part. With some tight melodies and harmonies on Sofia 
Nights, the trio tried to mix things up a bit.

“We tried to experiment a little bit more with different beat 
patterns and instrumentation. We wanted to try to jump out of 
our comfort zone,” Shane Smith explains. “I have always dreamed 
of releasing a rap record. Tribe Called Quest meets Cypress Hill.”

While the latter half of Smith’s idea would be a step in an 
entirely different musical direction, the band also have big plans 
for where to take the new album in terms of touring.

“We are planning a West Coast tour in October. May 2012 will 
see us returning to Germany to support the new record and Sep-
tember 2012 we will be heading to the Maritimes for a week of 
shows,” he says.

Sofia Nights is currently available through all digital retailers. 
The CD release show is going down at the Park Theatre on Oct. 14 
where local artist Scott Hinkson will get the crowd warmed up at 
8 p.m. and The Perms will take the stage at 9 p.m. 

Visit www.thepermsmusic.com. 
 – PAMELA ROZ

visit uniteR.ca/listings foR moRe of what’s happening

moRe music this week

MUSIC LISTINGS
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Jeff Chang remembers the first time he heard 
hip hop.

The journalist and author of the 2005 book 
Can’t Stop Won’t Stop: A History of the Hip-Hop 
Generation was a 12-year-old growing up in 
Hawaii when Rapper’s Delight by The Sugarhill 
Gang was released in 1979.

“It was the kind of thing where there’s not 
really any explaining it, where it just sort of hits 
you in a way that knocks you sideways,” Chang 
says by phone from his office at Stanford Uni-
versity, where he is the executive director of the 
university’s Institute for Diversity in the Arts.

Chang will speak about hip hop at the Uni-
versity of Winnipeg’s Eckhardt-Gramatté Hall 
on Wednesday, Oct. 5 at 7:30 p.m. Admission 
is free.

Can’t Stop Won’t Stop explores hip hop’s roots 
in the Bronx and Kingston, Jamaica, and shows 
how it gave a voice to a young generation strug-
gling for freedom. The book goes on to examine 
hip hop’s impact on politics and art, and how it 

redefined the portrayal of race in popular cul-
ture.

Chang had been a hip-hop journalist for 10 
years when he started writing the book in 2001. 
He began writing it when he realized hip-hop 
music was still speaking to him years after he 
first heard Rapper’s Delight.

When he gives lectures about hip hop at uni-
versities, Chang likes to start at the beginning.

“I think that in so many respects, we don’t 
necessarily honour the history of our cultural 
movements here in North America, as much 
as folks do maybe in other places like Asia and 
Africa,” he says.

“People like DJ Kool Herc and Afrika Bam-
baataa, Grandmaster Flash, Grandmaster Caz, 
these are all folks who should be national trea-
sures. They are, they’re living treasures and 
they’ve created this cultural movement that 
unites people all around the world. But, a lot of 
kids don’t even know their names.”

“(Hip hop) comes from a particular context, 
it comes from a particular time and place and 
energy,” he adds. “So I try to bring people back 
to that.”

Chang also talks about how the music has 
changed since it’s become commercial over the 
last two decades.

“People tend to think of the commercializa-
tion of hip hop as all a good thing or all a bad 
thing, so I try to bring a different perspective.”

Chang says people often think that in the 
early days of hip hop, musicians were just doing 
it for the love of music, when that wasn’t neces-
sarily the case. Just like today, hip hop acts back 
then wanted to get paid.

“People wanted to go out and play their nights 
at the clubs on the weekends not just because it 
was fun to party, but because they could make 
a little bit of money at it,” Chang says. “I think 
that’s often lost when people try to romanticize 
the old school.”

Now in his 40s, Chang says many of today’s 
hip-hop acts don’t resonate with him the way his 
old favourites do, but that’s OK.

“There’s a way in which there’s a knee jerk 
reaction amongst people in their 30s and 40s to 
be like, ‘You know, fuck Waka Flocka Flame,’” 
Chang says, referencing the 25-year-old South-
ern hip-hop artist responsible for songs like No 
Hands.

“That’s not me. I don’t like Waka Flocka 
Flame, I think he’s kind of dumb. I think he’s 
really dumb, actually, but it’s not my place to 
be like, ‘That shit’s wack.’ I think that hip hop 
changes every three years and that’s what it’s 
about.

“If I’m going to be down with the arts and 
the culture of the movement, I have to respect 
that too.”

The Uniter’s Mouseland Press Speaker Series, the Uni-
versity of winnipeg Students’ association and UwSa 
Freestyle V present Jeff chang at the U of w on wednes-
day, Oct. 5.
chang will speak at 7:30 p.m. in eckhardt-Gramatté 
hall. admission is free.
a book signing and after-party will follow at Mon-
dragon Bookstore and coffeehouse (91 albert St.)
Visit www.uniter.ca/speakers-series and www.cant-
stopwontstop.com.

Straight outta Stanford

Jeff chang has been a hip-hop journalist for more than 15 years, writing for Vibe, Spin, The Village Voice and more.
SUPPLIED

MinDiL BEACH MArkETS
Mindil Beach Markets
Independent

engaging a vast audience that includes fans 
of reggae, rock, hip hop and a dash of folk, B.c. 
five-piece Mindil Beach Markets' debut album 
is nothing short of musical universality. For 
many bands, getting recognition and attention 
requires a lot of talent and an equal amount of 
luck –  – and MBM has both, with the help from the 
hit Machines and the melodic working Man Blues. The album is almost a compila-
tion of music styles, perfectly brought together by five guys who wanted to reach 
audiences from all genres. The album also received ample praise from respected 
artists and has earned MBM credit among them. This album is sure to get you in the 
mood to "groove" and "jam" with your friends as you become hypnotized by this 
talented and funky five-piece.

 – Jared Gauthier

gOOD LOVELiES
Let the rain Fall
Six Shooter records

charming all of canada in a package of three, the 
Good Lovelies are the missing link in canadian 
folk music. with the release of their third disc, this 
trio has finally gained the spotlight they've been 
searching for. arriving with smiles, stardom began 
with such upbeat tunes like Made for rain and Kiss 
Me in the Kitchen and has since instilled its harmonic voice forever in our minds. 
The album has the theme of camaraderie and is perfectly suited to the band, which 
delivers 13 solid tunes throughout the disc. what the album lacks instrumentally, it 
more than makes up for in its piercing pitch perfect harmonies and catchy lyrics.

 – Jared Gauthier

jErrY LEgEr
Traveling Grey
golden rocket records

Jerry Leger's distinctive voice, deep meaning-
ful lyrics and ryan adams-like style seduce your 
eardrums on this album. his light-hearted, all 
natural sound embraces the art of folk music with 
his back-up band, The Situation, providing perfect 
tonal accompaniment. hailing from Toronto, Leger 
is no rookie to the music industry – Traveling Grey is his fourth studio album. wrong 
Kind of Girl and John Lewis are some of the more notable tracks, giving a proper 
representation of what Leger is really all about. Solidifying himself as a prominent 
canadian artist, his latest album implants his unforgettable acoustics in your mind, 
leaving your toes tapping for days.

 – Jared Gauthier

THE AUgUST ArriVAL
Skyline Goodbyes
Tatchun road records

hailing from the extremities of canada (white-
horse, yukon), The august arrival is on a mission 
to invade the rest of canada. ePs are designed 
to have the influence of an album in a more 
condensed preview, and this debut of six tracks 
does just that. Showcasing a positive, raw sound 
that is sure to catch your attention along with high energy vocals by lead singer 
Sara MacDonald, the proof is in the tunes Presidents and My way. Fleshed out by 
heartwarming acoustics and drum tracks, The august arrival is well on its way to 
newfound fame, or at least your record collection. hopefully, full-time jobs, kids and 
geographical remoteness don't slow down this sextet.

 – Jared Gauthier

BrASSTrOnAUT
Opportunities
Unfamiliar records

Produced in a warehouse, Opportunities is 
Brasstronaut's three-track teaser eP leading up 
to an LP due out later this year. These canadian 
prog rockers leave nothing to the imagination with 
the experiment into the electroacoustic genre, 
and the album is nothing short of a success. Over 
three tunes, there’s an explosion of unprecedented 
sound and collaboration with the quasi-hit Opportunity and a remix by fellow 
label mates, no Gold. Fresh off an extensive tour of europe, which they filmed, 
Brasstronaut wasted no time in getting back to the studio to put their new ideas 
into play. The Vancouver band will look to incorporate some of that experimental 
sound in the LP, and further remixes of the album are set to be released in October. 
whether they're rocking out in europe or playing to their faithful canadian crowd, 
Brasstronaut is sure to pound speakers wherever they are. Download the free eP at 
www.brasstronaut.com.

 – Jared Gauthier

cD reViewS
Journalist, author talks about hip hop’s roots and why you 
shouldn’t dismiss waka Flocka Flame

chanG’S FaVOUriTe hiP hOP
a true hip-hop connoisseur, Jeff chang’s collec-
tion includes thousands of records and mp3s. 
Public enemy, ice cube, rakim and KrS-One are 
some of his all-time favourite acts. 

he adds that not enough recognition has 
been given to new york trio De La Soul, who 
formed in 1987.

“De La Soul was the shit,” chang says. “De 
La Soul was the group that actually broke a lot 
of things open for a lot of people all around the 
world stylistically in terms of what they were 
talking about. and even now, the kinds of beats 
that they made back then, you can listen to them 
now and just be like, ‘wow, how did they do that? 
That’s crazy.’”

chang’s favourite De La Soul record is the 
group’s third release, 1993’s Buhloone Mindstate.

“it was united in concept and it was united in 
sound, and it’s a record that’s really about valu-
ing human life and dignity and struggle, in a very 
understated way,” chang says. 

“Then there’s even a masturbation sequence, 
so you know, it’s like, ‘what the hell?’ There’s all 
this shit that’s happening on this record, from 
the ridiculous to the deeply sublime, so for me, 
that’s a record that reveals layers upon layers 
upon layers all the time. i probably come back to 
that record once every six months just to be like, 
let me sink back into this and appreciate it in a 
new kind of way.”

One of chang’s current favourite acts is Das 
racist, another trio from new york.

“i think they kind of inherited that sort of 
ironic sensibility that De La Soul had all those 
years,” he says. “i think Das racist are actually 
saying a lot, even though they sound like they’re 
saying very little, and i think that’s actually a 
huge skill.”
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cinematheque will once again be hosting 
wnDX: winniPeG'S FeSTiVaL OF FiLM anD 
ViDeO arT from Sept. 29 until Oct. 2. The festi-
val presents the most innovative and ground-
breaking work by canadian filmmakers and 
video artists. check the festival’s website 
atwww.wndx.org for the full festival lineup. 
Programs are at cinematheque and other ven-
ues.

The much-hyped, extremely well attended nuit 
Blanche returns to the waG on Saturday, Oct. 1 
as part of culture Days. The Uniter is present-
ing cult classic films in the Muriel richardson 
auditorium. The films include ScOTLanD, Pa, a 
clever reinterpretation of Macbeth; the Orson 
wells classic The ThirD Man; and the mind-
bending DOnnie DarKO. come enjoy these 
films all night long at the waG.

as part of cULTUre DayS you can get a sneak 
peek at upcoming winniPeG aBOriGinaL 
FiLM FeSTiVaL taking place in november with 
screenings of the Oscar-nominated short 
TwO carS, One niGhT by director Taika wait-
iti along with local filmmaker coleen rajotte’s 
documentary hOMe aGain. The films will be 
showing on Portage and Main Street on Oct. 
1 at 7 p.m.

Join writer and director Danny Schur for the 
free, outdoor premiere of his new winnipeg 
General Strike documentary MiKe'S BLOODy 
SaTUrDay in the city hall courtyard, 510 Main 
St. on Oct. 1. Filmgoers are encouraged to 
bring their own lawn chairs.

in conjunction with wnDX Festival of Film and 
Video art, Platform centre for photographic + 
digital arts is screening GUy MaDDin’s haUnT-
inGS i video art exhibit until Oct. 2. Guy Mad-
din will also be speaking on Oct. 1 at 3 p.m. in 
the lead-up to the wnDX closing party later 
that night.

The rOcK anD rOLL DraFT, a film by local film-
maker chris Macalino will be presented on 
Tuesday, Oct. 4 at 9 p.m. at aqua Books.

LITERATURE

JOhn GiLMOre is launching his work heaD OF 
a Man on Thursday, Sept. 29 at 7:30 p.m. at 
Mcnally robinson.

U of w professor carOL J. harVey launches 
MeDieVaL French MiracLe PLayS: SeVen 
FaLSeLy accUSeD wOMen on Saturday, Oct. 1 at 
2 p.m. at Mcnally robinson. The book launch is 
presented as part of culture Days.

There will be a writing workshop with award-
winning writer JaKe MacDOnaLD entitled 
FrOM The GrOUnD UP: PLanninG anD wriTinG 
a PUBLiShaBLe STOry on Oct. 1 from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at aqua Books.

There will be a presentation and book signing 
with Leanne Prain, author of hoopla: The art 
of Unexpected embroidery, and special guest 
TaKaShi iwaSaKi on Sunday, Oct. 2 at 2 p.m. at 
Mcnally robinson. Prain will be hosting a spe-
cial stitch and bitch after the book signing.

Victoria, B.c.-based poet LOrna crOZier will 
be reading with local poet aLiSOn caLDer 
on Monday, Oct. 3, at the winnipeg Free Press 
news café in the first event of the Manitoba 
writer's Guild reading series. The series fea-
tures 30-minute readings by two authors, fol-
lowed by a conversation illuminating the lives 
and work of the featured writers.

There will be a presentation and book signing 
from Myrca 2011 winner nOrah MccLinTOcK 
for her book Taken on Tuesday, Oct. 4 at 7:30 
p.m. at Mcnally robinson.

attention local writers – Prairie Fire Press and 
Mcnally robinson Booksellers are present-
ing the 2011 annUaL wriTinG cOnTeST. For full 
contest rules check out www.prairiefire.ca. The 
deadline is nov. 30.

aqua Books is hosting the venerable poetry 
series SPeaKinG crOw. The crow is on every 
Tuesday and starts at 7 p.m. with a featured 
writer and is followed by two open mic sets 
and short breaks in between.

GALLERIES & MUSEUMS

Gallery 1c03 at the University of winnipeg is 
presenting The ePheMeraLS: TrenDinG. The 
ephemerals are an all-female collective of 
aboriginal artists and curators. The installation 
shows in the anthropology Museum, fourth 
floor, centennial hall until Dec. 3. There will 
be an artists' roundtable discussion in room 
2M71 on Friday, Sept. 30 at 12:30 p.m. check out 
http://theephemerals.wordpress.com.

The cre8ery presents wOOD-FireD cLaywOrKS 
by the Burn crew from Sept. 30 to Oct. 1. The 
exhibition is open from noon until 6 p.m. and 
features works by rOBerT archaMBeaU, eVa 
STUBBS, DaViD KrinDLe, aLan LacOVeTSKy, 
KanG SeUnG cheOL, JUnG Mi-SUn, Karen Tay-
LOr, JUSTin DycK, JeSSe wOOD, BarBara BaL-
FOUr, Lin XiU, crySTaL nyKOLUK, MiKe PaG-
TaKhan, MiKe aSTiL anD JeFF BeTTLe.

as part of culture Days, a GUiDeD JOUrney 
arT ShOwcaSe is an art exhibition for Men-
toring artists for women's art Foundation 
Mentorship Program featuring work by wiLLy 
carLeTOn, KeLLy-JO DOrVaULT, JaMie Drew, 
heaTher KOMUS, cLara KUSUMOTO, canDace 

Queen of the Sun: What Are the Bees 
Telling Us?
Directed by Taggart Siegel, 2010
83 minutes
plays at Cinematheque oct. 6 – oct. 9 and oct. 12 at 7 p.m.

alex kroSNey
volUNTeer

In the fall of 2006, the world was abuzz with a 
strange turn of natural events – the disappear-
ance of millions of honeybees. Deemed “Col-
ony Collapse Disorder,” the bee population 
around the globe dropped dramatically with no 
obvious explanation.

In this thoughtful documentary (and 2010 
International Selection of the International 
Documentary Film Festival in Amsterdam), 
American filmmaker Taggart Siegel explores 
not only this phenomenon but also the effect 
it could have on a world in which 40 per cent 
of our agricultural crops depend on honeybees 
for pollination.

What makes Queen of the Sun so engrossing 
is the way Siegel uses the crisis of the honey-
bee to explore more systematic problems with 
today’s agricultural industry.

The health of a bee population can act as a 
barometer for the health of an entire ecosystem 
– the “canary in the coal mine” of an environ-
ment – so when things start going wrong with 
honeybees, he argues, it’s time to look critically 
at the way our societies have come to practice 
farming.

This connection is illustrated by people from 
all over the globe and all over the field, united 
by a passion for honeybees.

Organic farmers in New Zealand, “swarm 
rescuers” in the USA and rooftop beekeepers in 
England all come together to offer a wide-reach-
ing and nuanced view about the crucial role of 
the (disappearing) honeybees and our failure to 
protect them.

In one example, the film looks at almond 
farming in California.

In order to pollinate the thousands of acres of 
almond blossoms during the four-week bloom-
ing period, “migratory beekeepers” from all 
across America drive their hives down to Cali-

fornia on the backs of flatbed trucks, with mil-
lions dying in transit or returning home with 
new diseases acquired over the course of a jour-
ney that puts profit before sustainability.

While packed with information, Queen of 
the Sun never comes across as dense and it’s cer-
tainly never boring.

Energetic and vibrant, each “expert” brings 
something different to the table, and their obvi-
ous enthusiasm is infectious.

Interspersed footage of the bees among 
flowers or building honeycomb offers another 

unique way of looking into the lives of these 
insects.

After 150 million years of acting as the “legs” 
of the plant population, that relationship 
between bees and their environment is in real 
danger.

As Gunter Hauk, a biodynamic beekeeper, 
justifies his passion in an interview: “Everybody 
should be interested in beekeeping – our lives 
depend on it!”

Siegel’s film will certainly help people to heed 
his advice.

Enthusiasm infectious in documentary about bees

in Queen of the Sun, filmmaker Taggart Siegel uses the crisis of the honeybee to explore wider world issues.
SUPPLIED

TImoThy dyCk
volUNTeer STaff

Blank City
Directed by celine Dahnier, 2010
94 minutes
plays at Cinematheque, oct. 6 – oct. 8 and oct 12 at 9 p.m.

Cheap housing and affordable Super 8 cameras 
are key to the artistic frenzy that took New York 
City by storm in the ’70s and early ’80s. Blank 
City is a nostalgic recollection of the filmmak-
ers, actors, musicians and agents of the No Wave 
and Cinema of Transgression movements.

The documentary enlists the likes of Jim Jar-
musch, James Nares and Nick Zedd to explain 
the history of the filmic movements that they 
helped create.

Musicians such as Lydia Lunch and Deb-
bie Harry were participants in films as well as 
bands, often pulling dual roles as actors and 
providing the soundtracks.

The encapsulation of the times seem very par-
ticular to the explosive movement of filmmak-
ers: the poverty of New York City, the frustra-
tion in politics of all levels and the punk scene 
merging with the burgeoning movie-making 
crowd, usually at the same clubs.

New York filmmaker Amos Poe claims lack 
of money provided inventiveness.

The difference between the Warhol-era films 
and this newly appointed method dubbed “No 
Wave,” is narrative. As primitive and naïve as 
the results are, they are an attempt at an hon-
est portrayal of feelings. And, claims filmmaker 
James Nares, the movies “seemed like (they) 
could reach more people.”

New York City’s numerous art movements 
are very important. The fact that we have the 
Internet now is one of the most important rea-

sons that movements like this have ceased to 
be.

What was remarkable about the scene is that 
it was created out of community. As accessibility 
increases, the dissemination becomes broader. 
More people in more places can access the same 
things quicker and exhaust the results faster.

John Lurie, musician and actor, states that 
the neighbourhood in which he lived held all 
the actors, directors, editors and musicians. The 
closeness and immediacy allowed for a diverse 
group of individuals to create a scene.

These days such movements evolve and 

change all the more rapidly. Simmering in ten-
ement housing with cockroaches and bad fed-
eral politics all culminated in raw and edgy new 
artistic outlets.

Despite the situational poverty and reaction-
ary attitudes, many of the key players moved on 
to success in their art, some even being exhib-
ited in the Museum of Modern Art.

Punk has become codified. No Wave has 
become canonical. What was once honest reac-
tion has now become history. Just as the Lower 
East Side became gentrified, so does every kind 
of creative movement.

Documentary relives New York’s No Wave film movement

FILM REvIEWS

young Steve Buscemi had no idea he'd grow up to learn about the inside of a wood chipper.
SUPPLIED
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Trying to give some meaningful description 
of Ex Modern Teen is a treacherous and long-
winded endeavour. Basically you need to know 
this: it’s not like any band you’ve seen before.

“I’ve been in some OK bands and stuff, but 
we never took ourselves seriously and played 
the game where you take your band photo and 
you all match,” says Charles Granger, founder 
and front man of the local and loosely defined 
group. “When I see bands that do that it makes 
me not want to be a musician.” 

The self-described hermit, who grew up in 
La Broquerie, Man., a small town roughly 50 
minutes south-east of Winnipeg, played his first 
live show with Ex Modern Teen less than two 
months ago on Aug. 6 at the Standard Tavern. 

It was the first time the whole band had 
played together and the first time some mem-
bers had even met each other. 

“I think we fooled everybody into thinking 
we’re really a band,” Granger says.

Granger, 32, who now lives in Winnipeg 
working as a filmmaker and teaching film work-
shops, says the contributors to Ex Modern Teen 
come from so many different places that getting 
together to practice is out of the question.

“If I get them for one day in a week, I want 
to have a show on that day,” he says.

Granger’s first release with Ex Modern Teen 
is about as eclectic – and eccentric – as it gets. 

Recorded with devices ranging from an old 
four-track machine to a cell phone and a tape 
deck, Teenlion sets a new standard for lo-fi. 

Granger has been working on some of the 
material that will be released on Teenlion for 
over 15 years.

“I’ve never set foot in a real recording studio 
in my life,” Granger says.

The album itself reflects the strangeness of 
its origins in its variety and length. Totaling 25 
tracks and coming in at nearly 80 minutes in 
length, Teenlion barely fits onto the CD. 

At points you’d swear you were hearing a 
Dandy Warhols demo or a rough cut off an 
ancient Flaming Lips practice recording. 

Despite all this, it would be wrong to deduce 
that the most interesting part of Ex Modern 

Teen is the music. 
The chance procurement of some lovely go-go 

dancers and the presence of the extraterrestrial 
light-being and hype machine Afro Starchild 
(whose real name is David Skene) means the 
Oct. 1 CD release back at the Standard will be 
as much about the spectacle as the songs. 

The day after my interview with Granger, Ex 
Modern Teen was permanently banned from 
the Red Cactus on Corydon after a perfor-
mance. 

There is still one more reason you shouldn’t 
miss this CD release – that is, besides the fact 
that the show and all the songs are completely 
unrehearsed. 

Granger mentioned this project will be his 
last major thrust in the way of a public music 
career. 

“I’m going to keep doing it,” he says. “But I’m 
not going to be showing anybody anymore.”

 See ex Modern Teen release Teenlion with a shot at 
the Standard on Saturday, Oct. 1
 cover is $7 and handmade, limited edition hard cop-
ies of the album are $10
 Visit www.exmodernteen.bandcamp.com

PrOPP, wenDy SawaTZKy, MariLyn SchicK, 
JaneT Shaw-rUSSeLL anD SUe SUTherLanD. 
The launch occurs on Oct. 1 at 611 Main St.

nUiT BLanche is an all-night, continuous party 
that will take over the winnipeg art Gallery 
from 6 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 1 until to 6 a.m. 
on Sunday, Oct. 2. For a full schedule visit wag.
ca or culturedays.ca.

wayne arthur Gallery is presenting ecLecTi-
caLLy ranDOM, a mixed media exhibition with 
interloping themes by Gina rOTh and GLO-
ria De neVe. The exhibition opens on Sun-
day, Oct. 2, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. and contin-
ues until nov. 2.

Plug in ica presents FaranDOLe, a partnership 
project between La Maison des artistes visuels 
and Plug in ica. The exhibition combines a tex-
tile installation by Franco-Manitoban artist 
cOLeTTe BaLcaen, French designer/embroi-
derer Pascal Jaouen, and visual artist/musi-
cian Sarah hOULe of the alberta-based Métis 
rock band Ghostkeeper, and is curated by local 
artist Jenny weSTern. The exhibition will be 
showing until Oct. 9.

The hearT ThaT haS nO LOVe/Pain/Gener-
OSiTy iS nOT a hearT is a multimedia instal-
lation by Vancouver-based artist Jayce SaL-
LOUM and afghan – hazara artist KhaDiM aLi 
that records the destitution of current con-
ditions in Bamiyan Valley in central afghan-
istan, reflecting on the tensions shaping an 
incipient modernity in afghanistan. The exhi-
bition is showing at the Plug in ica and shows 
until Oct. 9.

The enGaGinG cOnnecTiOnS exhibition by 
aLan McTaViSh, MarGaUriTe Krahn and 
inGriD McMiLLian will be running until Oct. 11 
at the Buhler Gallery in St. Boniface hospital.

The Urban Shaman presents crOSSrOaDS by 
rOLanDe SOULiere. The exhibition starts Fri-
day, Oct. 14 with an artist talk at 7 p.m. and a 
reception at 8 p.m. The exhibition runs until 
Saturday, nov. 26. you can hear Souliere speak 
about his work in conversation with cKUw 95.9 
FM radio hosts Derek Brueckner and aleem 
Khan on Oct. 13 at 5 p.m.

also showing at the Urban Shaman on Oct. 
14 is Jenny Fraser’s work naMe ThaT MOVie. 
The exhibition explores common colonization 
techniques through mainstream movies with 
an international reach. The opening reception 
will be at 8 p.m. in the Media Gallery. The exhi-
bition runs until nov. 26.

right before halloween enjoy a GUiDeD can-
DLeLiT waLKinG TOUr through one of the 
most haunted places in Manitoba – Lower Fort 
Garry – on Friday, Oct. 14 at 6:45 p.m.

have you ever wanted to know what it takes to 
preserve rare artifacts? The Manitoba Museum 
is presenting MUSeUM 911, an exhibition that 
explores how the Museum’s conservators save 
history from time, pests and humidity, and 
what this can mean for you and your own pre-
cious objects. The exhibition is on until Oct. 16 
in the ew Discovery room.

Da Vinci – The GeniUS is showing at the MTS 
centre exhibition hall until Oct. 23.

THEATER, DANCE & COMEDY

The winnipeg Puppet collective’s PUPPeT 
SLaM is happening at aqua Books on Friday, 
Sept. 30 at 7 p.m.

hey kids – The BacKyarDiGanS: QUeST FOr 
The eXTra OrDinary aLienS shows at the 
Pantages Playhouse Theatre on Saturday, Oct. 
1 at 1 p.m.

The winnipeg Military Family resource cen-
tre is hosting a performance of the critically 
acclaimed play JaKe’S GiFT at the 17 wing The-
atre on Saturday, Oct. 1 at 7 p.m.

cincinnati comedian TOM SeGUra is at 
rumor's on Oct. 1.

canadian TV funny guy and stand-up come-
dian JOn DOre returns to rumor's comedy 
club on Oct. 4.

University of winnipeg’s canwest centre for 
Theatre and Film will be premiering chek-
hov’s classic work Three SiSTerS from Oct. 6 
until Oct. 16.

Theatre by the river presents GenerOUS by 
Michael healey. The show is directed by rod 
Beilfuss and runs until Oct. 8, wednesday to 
Friday at 8 p.m., and Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8 
p.m. at 70 albert St.

The Prairie Dance circUiT brings together 
dance artists from winnipeg, edmonton, cal-
gary and regina in a touring show that high-
lights talent from across the Prairies. Last sea-
son the PDc featured emerging creators from 
each of these cities. This year the PDc will 
present work at the rachel Browne Theatre on 
Oct. 28 and 29.

OPen Mic niGhTS at Mondragon are every 
Tuesday night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. come 
down and show off your musical, poetic or 
comedic talents.

Sunday night is open mic comedy at the cav-
ern featuring JOhn B. DUFF.

Shaw TV’s weeK ThUS Far tapes in front of a 
live studio audience at Finn Mccue's at the 
Forks every Monday at 7:30 p.m.

Where grandiose meets outsider, there lives Ex Modern Teen
Fifteen years in the making, charles Granger’s debut cD could also be his swan song

ex Modern Teen's charles Granger feels the pain of one too many Double Quarter Pounders.
SUPPLIED

NICholaS frIeSeN
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For the last five years, local theatre troupe The-
atre by the River has been performing a mix of 
classical works and new Canadian plays. 

Spearheaded by husband and wife duo Matt 
TenBruggencate and Mel Marginet, the col-
lective is made up completely of University of 
Winnipeg theatre graduates, including Brent 
Hirose, James Furby and Rod Beilfuss. 

“We realized in order to work we would have 
to create our own work, because it's a very com-
petitive field,” says Beilfuss, director of TBTR’s 
newest show, the politically charged Generous. 
“It makes sense to hire the same people over and 
over.”

Since its founding, TBTR has seen its share 
of success, from Fringe Fest hits Autobahn and 
One Good Marriage, to The Bush-Ladies: In 
Their Own Words, which also ran in Assiniboine 
Park. 

“The idea was to do classical works and new 
Canadian plays,” Beilfuss says. “It's called The-
atre by the River because we were trying to focus 
on classical works and perform them outdoors. 
By the river. Literally.”

Through the years, the ranks have slimmed 
to five or six, resulting in a few guest thespians. 

In its Manitoba debut, Generous will feature 
such actors as Kevin Klassen, Kevin Anderson, 
Sharon Bajer, Sarah Constible and constant 
TBTR collaborator Bernie Pastorin. 

The play tells four interconnected stories that 
question the idea of the selfless act. It may be set 
in the world of politics, but Beilfuss, who also 
co-stars, says it has something for everyone.

“Anybody from any side of the spectrum 
can have a good time watching the play,” he 
says. “The play does carry a lot of political mes-
sages, but it really isn't about dissecting pol-

itics. It's about people dealing with their per-
sonal issues.”

However, it doesn’t hurt to perform a politi-
cally themed play in the time leading up to an 
election.

“You should always think 'Why this play and 
why this play now?' – especially when you're 
applying for funding,” he laughs. “When the 
elections came up, we had a different project 
picked initially, and then that didn't work out. 
Suddenly Canuck politics were becoming excit-
ing. The best things kind of just happen by acci-
dent.”

Michael Healey’s play has been a hit since it 
debuted in 2006, winning one of Canada’s most 

prestigious awards, the Dora Mavor Moore 
Award for Best New Play. 

“It's such a classic Canadian thing that our 
works tend to be received or seen as better out-
side Canada, which is kind of sad, but also a 
very Canadian thing,” Beilfuss says. “It's been 
done in London twice but Manitoba has never 
seen it. There's a problem there.” 

Theatre By the River presents Generous, directed 
by Rod Beilfuss, at 70 Albert St. until Saturday, 
Oct. 8. Tickets are $15 or $10 for students and 
seniors. For reservations, call 417-0271 or email 
theatrebytheriver@gmail.com. Visit  
www.theatrebytheriver.com.

Politically charged theatre? Only if it’s Canadian!
Theatre by the river puts on the award-winning Generous just in time for the election

rod Beilfuss is not being very generous with the crackers. Sharon Bajer requires a salty snack!
MATT TENBRUGGENCATE
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rIel lyNCh 
BeaT reporTer

The women in Carrie Bradshaw’s Sex and 
the City are usually a source of envy: elegant 
fashion mavens and masters with a suave-
ness that is untouchable. The envy would be 
reversed if Carrie and Samantha met Kath-
leen Willson, femme fatale and local fashion 
photographer.

Willson received a fashion arts degree 
from Humber College in Guelph, Ont., 
studying marketing, merchandising, colour 
theory and makeup artistry. 

“In our final year (at Humber) you chose 
to either organize a fashion show or put on 
a photo shoot,” says Willson. “I was the art 
director – I had grand visions of how things 
should look.”

Willson fell in love with being behind the 
lens, and continued her studies at Red River 
College where she graduated with a photog-
raphy diploma in 2010.

“When I was at RRC, I met Bri Foster, 
who had her fine arts degree from the Uni-
versity of Manitoba. We shared similar inter-
ests, so we decided to collaborate.” 

Foster was the creative director of the 
team and now studies fashion design at Ryer-
son, in Toronto.

Willson draws her inspiration from the 
iconic fantasy film Labyrinth (starring David 
Bowie) and from W.B. Yeats’s poem The Sto-
len Child, which is about enchantment, 
nature and a moonlight adventure.

“In every photo shoot there is magic; it 
needs to feel otherworldly,” Willson says.

As a photographer who is building her 
portfolio faster than action mode shutter 
speed, Willson works with a variety of clients 

– from brides and engaged couples to local 
fashion-oriented magazine Sandbox.

Willson has worked with Sandbox in every 
issue published this year, and has several 
upcoming shoots planned. 

A favourite of hers was called “Fox on the 
Run,” which was featured in the Summer 
2011 issue.

“It was at this dusty trucker stop. The 
model was a hitchhiker – a wild one on the 
run,” Willson says. “Everything was cohesive 
– the makeup, styling and the story.”

Another shoot was called “Rogue of the 
Woods,” with a model who fittingly looked 
like Georgia Jagger, Mick’s daughter.  

“Every shoot has to have a strong sto-
ryline; I have to get the model into it,” she 
says. “If I’m just shooting someone in cool 
clothes, it’s not going to work.”

Apart from working with magazines and 
brides, Willson adds to her portfolio by 
doing “concept shoots” with friends, such as 
professional makeup artist Aimee Cardinell 
from M.A.C., or hair stylist Melissa Bor-
toluzzi from the salon Sets On Fort. 

“I actually don’t think I have friends who 
aren’t interested in fashion in one way or 
another,” Willson says.

Kat Willson Photography also offers bou-
doir shoots. Typical clients include brides 
and empowered, “diva” types.

“Boudoir is a photo where the model is in 
lingerie, but I keep it classy, going the vintage 
route, using props like a chaise lounge and 
a 1920s telephone,” says Willson. “The out-
come being rather demure.”

Given the chance, Kathleen Willson would 
certainly hold her own against Bradshaw in 
New York City, decked out in Manolo Blah-
niks, ready whenever for a photo op.   

Visit www.katwillsonphotography.com.

Grumpy Old Men:  
The Musical

Romeo and Juliet 
Shirley Valentine
The Fighting Days
God of Carnage
Next to Normal

IN THE NEXT ROOM  
or the vibrator play

Mrs. Warren’s  
Profession

August: Osage County
Blind Date

Doowah Design Inc. 
Client: MTC    Job no: 2260   Insertion: Sept. 29
MTC 2011 Season ad Uniter / B&W / 4.875” x 15.25”
Problems or questions, call Mitch at (204) 949-7230

SAVE uP TO 75%

+ GST

6 Plays

$85
for only

SAVE uP TO 40%

+ GST

4 Plays

$65
for only

Passionate about theatre? 
Don’t miss a single moment of MTC’s electrifying 
11/12 season with the University Offer! Make a 
date with friends to experience a great mix of 
music, comedy and drama for less than $15 a play.

Call Visit CliCK
942-6537 MTC Patron Services www.mtc.mb.ca
1-877-446-4500 174 Market Ave.
(toll-free) Monday to Saturday, 10am - 6pm

SubScribe Now
at www.mtc.mb.ca/university

Offer expires Saturday,  

October 29, 2011 at 6pm. 

Some restrictions apply. Visit 

www.mtc.mb.ca/university 

for full details.

AT PLAY

2011/12 uniVersity offerROyAl MAnITObA TheATRe CenTRe Photo shoots with strong storylines
Local shutterbug quickly becoming the go-to girl for 
fashion photography

above and below: The work of local photographer Kathleen willson.
KATHLEEN WILLSON
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Art collective looks at culture and trends with multimedia art project

TImoThy dyCk
volUNTeer STaff

Have you ever thought about the details 
of moccasins? What does it mean to wear 
feather earrings? Is bannock still bannock 
when it’s cut in a triangle and served with tea 
and called a scone? These are questions being 
raised by the local art collective the Ephem-
erals.

Consisting of artists Jaimie Isaac, Niki Lit-
tle and Jenny Western, these three have taken 
up the task of creating Trending, a cross-media 
experience that delves into what it means to 
be aboriginal in today’s globalized world. The 
women are using their creativity to ask ques-

tions of appropriation, culture, history and 
stereotyping.

The question of representation as con-
temporary aboriginal women has been per-
tinent.

“How does this indigenous fashion trend 
affect the public?” asks Jenny Western, one 
third of the Ephemerals.

“We want people to become aware of cul-
tural appropriation,” she says, noting that the 
Ephemerals do not have the answers.

Part of the Trending project involves the 
Ephemerals interacting with people on and 
around the University of Winnipeg campus. 
Using the Anthropology department’s collec-
tion of traditional aboriginal clothing, they 
contrast it with contemporary indigenous 

appropriations.
“There is a kind of ‘hipster tribalism’ going 

on,” Western says, explaining why Ray Ban 
knock-offs adorn the mannequin in the 
Trending display. “We’re trying to be engag-
ing to what people wear and why.”

She notes that the collection of moccasins 
likely came out of commoditized circum-
stances, that they were made for exchange. 
“These items fill an ethnographical identity. 
We’re asking (by juxtaposing displays) who 
or what were these made for?”

Dissemination of cultures happens every-
where.

Part of the Ephemerals’ approach to the 
Trending project is “performative embed-
ment.” Not unlike foreign journalists who 
live in hostile or difficult environments, the 
artists have delved into the campus to begin 
their quest for understanding.

Trending has had a few different performa-
tive elements, including an hour on CKUW 
95.9 FM radio, a flash mob playing powwow 
drumming on a portable iPod dock and a 
bake sale.

Some of these events may have passed 
unnoticed by students. The events were done 
in a playful manner, and often with subtlety. 
For an art event that relies on responses, it 
can be a tall order.

The bake sale looked at food appropria-
tion and the variety of bread products that 
all have the same ingredients as bannock. Yet 
some people still insisted on having scones 
over bannock.

“We can all agree on baked goods,” West-
ern says. “Yet people have given different 
kinds of responses to the same foods.”

In the coming months, other projects 
are planned to build on what Trending has 
begun.

The display case on the fourth floor will 
change, there will be round table discus-
sions, a film night in October will look at tra-
ditional Cowichan Sweaters (or Mary Max-
ims, for those rural Canadians) and how such 
things permeate or become appropriated by 
the mainstream.

“As university students are trained to 
think critically, it’s important not to pas-
sively respond to trends (of appropriation),” 
Maxim says. “We’re not trying to damn, but 
to bring dialogue.”

Gallery 1C03 at the University of Winnipeg 
presents an artists' roundtable discussion with 
The Ephemerals on Friday, Sept. 30 at 12:30 
p.m. in room 2M71 at the U of W. Trend-
ing is on display until Saturday, Dec. 3 in the 
U of W’s Anthropology Museum. Visit http://
theephemerals.wordpress.com.

ready to wear: Local artists and curators Jenny western, niki Little and Jaimie isaac are The ephemerals. Their Trending project is on display now at the University of winnipeg.
SUPPLIED

“there is a kind of ‘hipster 
tribalism’ going on. We’re 
trying to be engaging to 
what people wear and why.” 
 – Jenny weSTern

Beat reporters work closely with the news team to write two 
assigned stories per week and arrange for corresponding visual 
content. They must also regularly write blog entries on The 
Uniter’s website. 

The chosen candidates will demonstrate a critical eye for news 
content, possess superior writing and interviewing skills, and 
work well under the pressure of deadlines. The beat report-
ers must be able to work in collaboration with others as well as 
independently.

One beat reporter will focus on campus news, and the other will 
cover general assignments.

These positions are based on two terms, running Oct. 24, 2011 
to Dec. 1, 2011 and jan. 2, 2012 to April 6, 2012. Pay is $60 per 
week.

Staff members are expected to attend weekly staff meet-
ings and actively engage in the development of their position 
throughout the course of their employment.

For further information, call 786-9790 or email editor@uniter.
ca. References and at least three writing samples must be 
attached to resumes.

Mail, or deliver resumes in person, to The Uniter, ORM14 Bulman 
Centre, 515 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3B 2E9, or email 
you application package to editor@uniter.ca.

Only those applicants selected for interviews will be contacted. 
Applications are encouraged from all interested parties.

emploYment oppoRtunitY

The Uniter is seeking two beat reporters

Application deadline for all positions is friday, Oct. 14 at 12 noon. interviews will take place during the week of Oct. 17.
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THE UniVErSiTY Of WinniPEg AWArDS
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards

WORK-STUDY PROGRAM – CAMPUS jOBS!

The work-Study Program provides on-campus part-time job opportunities 
for eligible full-time University of winnipeg undergraduate students. 
These jobs are available during the Fall/winter terms (September to 
March). Various faculty and administrative departments participate in 
this program so there is a broad range of jobs from which to choose.

Students interested in a campus job need to fill out an application. The 
application to apply for Fall/winter 2011-12 positions will be available on 
monday, Oct. 3, 2011. Visit: http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-
awards-work-study-program

SPECIAL AWARDS FOR HIGH-NEED STUDENTS APPLICATION

Deadline: October 1, 2011

The awards on this application are directed to students who have high 
levels of financial need. Financial need is determined by the assessments 
of Manitoba Student aid Program (MSaP) and recipients will be students 
who have MSaP financial need assessments of at least $8,000 or can 
demonstrate high financial need through the Financial need information 
section of the application for the Fall/winter academic year.

Visit: www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awd-bursaries

MAniTOBA STUDEnT AiD PrOgrAM (MSAP)
applications to Manitoba Student aid for the Fall/winter 2011-12 sessions 
are still being accepted. Students can apply online at www.manitobastu-
dentaid.ca.

TUITION FEE DEFERRAL

all fees for Fall/winter and Fall courses must be paid by Sept. 7. if you are 
relying on your Government Student aid to pay your outstanding fees, 
please follow the important instructions below.

Students who had completed a Manitoba Student aid application as of 
Sept. 1, 2011, or have an athletic scholarship that is paying your fees have 
automatically been deferred until Oct. 7. you would have received an 
email through webadvisor confirming this. no action is needed.

if you applied to Manitoba Student aid after Sept. 1 or you are an 
out-of-province loan recipient for Fall/winter 2011-12, please send your 
name and student number to: awards@uwinnipeg.ca. Please also indicate 
which province you applied through and the date you applied. This will 
ensure you are added to our list of deferrals. we will try our best to make 
sure you are captured; however, it is not guaranteed.

what does Tuition Fee Deferral mean?

you have been given a one-month grace period so that:

a. your registration is not cancelled, and
b. you are not charged late payment fees.

if you withdraw from University courses, you will be responsible for the 
fees you owe until your actual date of withdrawal, regardless of Tuition 
Fee Deferral.

DID YOU KNOW?

· On Fridays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., you can meet with staff from Manitoba 
Student aid regarding your loan application. To book an appointment call 
786-9458 or 789-1420.

· you can check the status of your student aid application online. Find 
out what documentation is still outstanding, or update your address. 
Visit www.manitobastudentaid.ca and log into your MySaO.
· want to remain interest free on your student loan? if you are a current 
full-time student who has received Government Student Loans in past 
sessions but you are not receiving loans this year, come to 1c22 to obtain 
a Schedule 2 form to obtain interest-free status.
· if you find yourself out of funds before your next disbursement of 
Government Student aid, you can arrange for bridge financing from the 
University in the form of an emergency loan. Please call 786-9984 for an 
appointment.

AWArDS OffErED BY ExTErnAL AgEnCiES AnD 
OrgAniZATiOnS
The University is often notified by companies and organizations about 
awards they have for students in postsecondary education. here are a 
few awards that are available right now:

BILL MASON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Deadline: Sept. 30, 2011
Value: $1,000

This scholarship was established to assist with the education of tomor-
row's environmental stewards. To be eligible, you must be a canadian 
citizen enrolled full time in your second, third or fourth year of your 
undergraduate studies in an Outdoor recreation, environmental Studies 
or other related program, and have a GPa of at least 3.5.

Visit: http://www.crca.ca/about-us/bill-mason-scholarship/application-
criteria.html

R.W.F. HUNT SCHOLARSHIP

Deadline: Sept. 30, 2011
Value: $1,000

The bursary is open to first – and second-year university/college 
students who are studying in a business-related field. high school 
graduates, mature students and those making career changes are 

eligible to apply. you must be a resident 
of Thompson's trading area com-
munities: Thompson, South indian Lake, 
Leaf rapids, Lynn Lake, nelson house, 
Split Lake, Gillam, wabowden, ilford, 
Pikwitonei, Thicket Portage, cross Lake 
and norway house.

Visit: www.thompsonchamber.ca/hunt.
htm

MARYMOUND BURSARY PROGRAM

Deadline: Oct. 1, 2011
Value: $500 – $2,000

The Marymound Bursary Program 
provides educational and support 
funding to eligible young people who 
received services from Marymound or 
who resided in a Marymound placement 
for a minimum of six months. Those 
registered in a full – or part-time 
post-secondary education or training 
program, may be eligible.

Visit: www.marymound.com/wp/
donations-sponsorship/bursary-fund

MANITOBA HYDRO BURSARIES & 
SCHOLARSHIPS

Deadline: Oct. 1, 2011

Offers multiple awards to various 
students.

Visit: www.hydro.mb.ca

MANITOBA LOTTERIES EMPLOYMENT 
EqUITY EDUCATION AWARDS

Deadline: Oct. 1, 2011

These awards are available to students 
who are members in the following 
employment equity groups: aboriginal 
Peoples, Persons with Disabilities, Vis-
ible Minorities or women in or aspiring 
to be in male-dominated occupations. 
awards are available to students in 
culinary arts, information Technology, 
Management or Trades programs.

Visit: www.mlc.mb.ca

FOUNDATION FOR THE ADvANCEMENT 
OF ABORIGINAL YOUTH (FAAY) 
AWARDS

Deadline: Oct. 15, 2011

canadian residents, of First nation 
(Status or non-Status), Métis or inuit heritage and attending either 
high school or a post-secondary institute full-time and within 
canada are eligible to apply for financial support. Mature students 
and adult education programs are included. The Faay Selection 
committee looks for: demonstrated financial need, academic and 
career commitment, contributions to family and community, and 
leadership and role model qualities.

Visit: http://www.ccab.com/uploads/File/FAAY/FAAY-Applica-
tion-2011-2012.pdf

RHODES SCHOLARSHIP

Deadline: Oct. 15, 2011
Value: Tuition, fees, and living expenses to study at Oxford

The scholarship requires that the candidate be a well-rounded 
individual, having shown not only academic excellence, but also 
active engagement in their community and evidence of a strong 
commitment to leadership in improving the state of the world. The 
scholarship also requires evidence of physical vitality, whether in 
sports, theatre, music or other pursuits.

Visit: www.canadianrhodes.org

CAL CALLAHAN MEMORIAL BURSARY

Deadline: Oct. 31, 2011
Value: Up to $20,000

available to a son, daughter, or legal ward of persons who derive 
their principal income from pipeline construction. To qualify, the 
parent or guardian of the applicant must be employed by, or have 
a history of employment with, a firm who is a member of the Pipe 
Line contractors association of canada. The applicant must be 
enrolled in first-year studies at any recognized canadian university 
or college in a program leading to a degree or certificate in any 
field.

Visit: www.pipeline.ca

OTHEr AWArD WEBSiTES
The canada Student Loan program and other important information 
on finances and budgeting can be found at www.canlearn.ca.

Surfing for dollars? Try www.studentawards.com and www.
scholarshipscanada.com.

awarDS & FinanciaL aiD the awards and financial aid staff of the university of Winnipeg provides the student body with current information on award opportunities. this information is 
updated weekly.

2012 Citizen Appointments to 
Boards and Commissions

Application Deadline: 
Friday, November 18, 2011

Winnipeg City Council is seeking citizens to serve on its various Boards
and Commissions.

Canadian citizens who reside in Winnipeg and who are entitled to vote 
in municipal elections in the City of Winnipeg are eligible to apply.  
Vacancies for citizen member positions exist on the following Boards 
and Commissions:

• Access Advisory Committee
• Board of Adjustment
• Board of Revision
• Citizen Equity Committee
• City of Winnipeg Museums Board
• General Council of Winnipeg Community 

Centres (GCWCC) Board of Directors
• Library Advisory Committees
• St. Boniface Museum Board
• Seven Oaks House Museum Board
• Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. Board of Directors
• Winnipeg Housing Rehabilitation Corporation
• Winnipeg Public Library Board

Application forms may be obtained from the City Clerk’s 
Department, Main Floor, Council Building, 510 Main Street, 
Winnipeg, R3B 1B9 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to 
Friday, or by visiting www.winnipeg.ca.

Applications must be received in the City Clerk’s Department no later 
than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, November 18, 2011 or postmarked no later 
than November 18, 2011.

All applications will be reviewed by the Executive Policy Committee.

Richard Kachur, City Clerk

ABORIGINAL PEOPLES, WOMEN, VISIBLE 
MINORITIES AND  INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES 

ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.

For more information visit www.winnipeg.ca 
or call The City of Winnipeg Contact Centre at 311

Tomorrow’s Professionals Apply Today!

Apply Online!
OMSAS www.ouac.on.ca/omsas/
Ontario Medical School Application Service
September 15, 2011: Last day to create an account  
for the online application
October 1, 2011: Application deadline

OLSAS       www.ouac.on.ca/olsas/
Ontario Law School Application Service

November 1, 2011: Application deadline  
for first-year English programs

February 1, 2011: Application deadline  
for first-year French programs

May 1, 2012: Application deadline for upper-year programs

TEAS www.ouac.on.ca/teas/
Teacher Education Application Service
December 1, 2011: Application deadline for English programs
March 1, 2012: Application deadline for French programs

ORPAS     www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/
Ontario Rehabilitation Sciences Programs Application Service

(Audiology, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy/Physiotherapy,  
Speech-Language Pathology)

January 6, 2012: Application deadline

170 Research Lane
Guelph ON  N1G 5E2

www.ouac.on.ca

95.9 FM cKUw caMPUS/cOMMUniTy raDiO  TOP 10 cD – aLBUMS
september 19-25, 2011
! = Local content * = canadian content

TW        Artist         recording     Label

1   !Greg Macpherson  Disintegration Blues     Disintegration
2    !Crooked Brothers  Lawrence, Where's Your Knife?     Transistor 66
3    !The Hisses  Surf Noir     Transistor 66
4    *The Pack Ad  Unpersons     Mint
5    !Greg Rekus  The Dude Abides     Self-Released
6    Various Artists  Red Hot + Rio 2     eOne
7    *Austra  Feel It Break     Paper Bag
8    !Greg Arcade  In... Hawaii     A1
9    !Trio Bembe  Oh My Soul     Self-Released
10   !Various Artists  Transistor 66 & Half Pints Presents: The Family  Transistor 66
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Across

1 – Finally 
7 – essen exclamation 
10 – et ___ 
14 – Small wave 
15 – Bud's bud 
16 – Freeway access 
17 – One of the three Magi 
18 – acapulco article 
19 – "Dancing Queen" group 
20 – requiring an acid 
environment 
23 – Office person 
26 – Furrow 
27 – Fathers 
28 – yorkshire river 
29 – Large container 

30 – Defunct airline 
31 – Bivalve mollusk 
33 – Fuzzy buzzer 
34 – airline to Oslo 
37 – Frozen wasser 
38 – Suffix with capri 
39 – affirmative reply 
40 – it may be picked 
41 – Sault ___ Marie 
42 – Proof letters 
43 – Goal 
45 – clear tables 
46 – One circuit 
47 – Dominion 
48 – heart chambers 
51 – emeritus: abbr. 
52 – Subdued 
53 – chief source 

56 – "The Joy of cooking" 
author rombauer 
57 – Queue after Q 
58 – Lubricant 
62 – civil disturbance 
63 – Driver's aid 
64 – a principal beam 
65 – Green land 
66 – nine-digit iD 
67 – Lord Peter wimsey's 
creator

Down

1 – circle segment 
2 – acapulco aunt 
3 – cD forerunners 
4 – Garments 
5 – Loose 

6 – actress Garr 
7 – Using all one's resources 
8 – integrate 
9 – Silence 
10 – Decorative ivy 
11 – Toil 
12 – Permeate 
13 – Bridge declaration 
21 – clothed 
22 – honest! 
23 – Lawsuits 
24 – Lawful 
25 – clear the board 
29 – elects 
30 – Get ready to drive 
32 – yellow plumlike fruit 
33 – Deviation 
34 – Muzzle 

35 – Bridal path 
36 – Spirited horse 
44 – excessive modesty 
45 – Borne in pairs 
46 – Pre-easter 
48 – ablaze 
49 – Japanese gateway 
50 – Gossip 
51 – ascends 
52 – "west Side Story" song 
54 – collective word for 
intellectual pursuits 
55 – Ova 
59 – Summer drink 
60 – Sun. talk 
61 – hesitant sounds 

crossword Puzzle & Sudoku 05
Solutions to this week’s sudoku and crossword in next week's issue.

BESTCROSSWORDS.COM

6  2 9    4 5
 9  4  8 7   

3 7    2    
 6 1    4   
 2    5 8  3

5  8 7 9    2
8   1   6   
7  6 3 5   1 8
  3   6   9

AWWW.PDFPAD.COM/SUDOKU

SUDOKU SKILL LEvEL:  EASY

Editor's note: In 2011/2012, "Good and 
Evil with J. Williamez" will be in The Uniter 
every two weeks. In weeks when it's not 
in the paper, "An Open relationship with 
melanie Dahling" will appear in this space.

a TV show about nature 
seduces and consumes
I’ve never really been that into TV--or at 
least, that’s what I tell people in between 
my favourite shows. 

Recently I’ve become hopelessly and 
pathetically addicted to a show called 
Man vs. Wild. 

So much so, in fact, that my girlfriend 
is convinced that I have a big boy crush 
on the show’s host, a former British spe-
cial forces officer and survival expert 
named Bear Grylls. (Yes, his name is 
Bear. Get over it.)

In every episode, Bear goes to a dif-
ferent type of wilderness where lots of 
people die every year to show how one 
could actually survive the elements.

It’s really entertaining, I have to 
admit. He climbs up and down moun-
tains, makes shelters out of dead animals 
à la Han Solo in The Empire Strikes Back, 
eats bugs and snakes, and even drinks 
his own pee!

I’ve watched the show so much in the 
past while that it has actually changed the 
way I think about nature. And I’m begin-
ning to think that might be a bad thing.

I used to think of the wilderness as 
being something like Transcona: fun to 
drive through once in a while, but I’d 
never want to spend any real amount of 
time there. 

But now, after seeing how effortlessly 
Bear Grylls is able to survive in these 
hostile conditions, I’ve started to sub-
consciously convince myself that I could 
do it too. 

Even though Man vs. Wild is nothing 
more than voyeuristic entertainment, 
I’ve actually come to see it as an instruc-
tional series that, in and of itself, is all I 
need to actually learn how to survive in 
any environment nature could possible 
throw at me. 

I have convinced myself that, simply 
by watching TV, I have become a sur-
vival expert.

This scares me because it means that 
I no longer fear the awesome power 
of nature. Instead of being careful and 
wary when I’m in the wilderness, I now 
find myself eating random plants and 
animals like pine trees and squirrels. 

The other day it got a little chilly in 
the evening, so I killed a fat old lady and 
made a shelter out of her carcass. 

“Well, what’s the problem with that?” 
you might ask. 

On the surface, eating trees, squir-
rels and fat old ladies may not seem 
like much of a problem at all. But if 
you think about my earlier comparison 
between Transcona and the wilderness, 
you’ll see why I think this show may be 
ruining my life.

If I used to avoid the wilderness and 
Transcona to the same degree, I’m very 
afraid that, now that I’m a survival 
expert, I might start spending more 
time in Transcona. 

First I might stop rolling up all my 
windows as I drive through. 

Then I might even stop for the occa-
sional cup of coffee. Then, if my worst 
fears come true, I might even go there 
for fun!

No show is worth that, no matter how 
much of a big boy crush I might have.

J. Williamez once convinced himself 
he was an expert at home repair after 
watching a “Home Improvement” mar-
athon.
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Solutions to puzzles from the September 22, 2011 issue.
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VOTING TAKES PLACE OCTOBER 17-20 (monday-friday)

UWSA
BY-ELECTIONS 2011

ANY QUESTIONS, CONTACT CEC:  CEC@THEUWSA.CA

The following positions are open for election 
in the by-election:

• Community Liaison Director
• Business and Economics Director
• Adaptive Services Students' Director
• Recreation and Athletics Director
• Part-Time/Mature Students' Director
• International Students' Director

First All-Candidates Meeting will be held Friday, 
October 7 @ 12:30 (location TBA)

Nominations close Friday October 7 @ 9am 
(Nomination Packages will be available beginning 
Monday, September 26 at the CEC Office-0RM03)

Deadline for submission of referendum questions 
is Monday, October 3 @ 9am



Jeff Chang has been a hip-hop journalist for more than 15 years and 
has written for Vibe, Spin, The Village Voice, URB and Rap Pages.
Chang will speak about Can't Stop Won't Stop, his book that shows 
how hip-hop came to crystallize a multiracial generation's world-
view.
How does it define the lives of millions around the world? How has 
it transformed politics and art? And how did it redefine the 
portrayal of race in popular culture? 
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ViSiT US OnLine aT www.UniTer.ca


