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uwinnipeg.ca/richardson-college

The University of Winnipeg would like to thank CN for its significant and generous gift of 
$750,000 to create the CN Indigenous Resource Centre in the Richardson College for The 
Environment and Science Complex, the CN Master’s in Development Practice Graduate 
Scholarships and the CN Model School Bursaries which will assist high school students 
attending UWinnipeg Collegiate.   

mdp.uwinnipeg.ca

UWinnipeg thanks CN

photo (L- R) Dr. Phil Fontaine, UWinnipeg Master’s in Development Practice (MDP) 
Advisory Circle Chair;  Michael Cory, CN Senior Vice President, Western Region; Elder 
Tobasonakwut Kinew; David Crate, Chief of Fisher River Cree Nation; Gerri Zacharias, 
Acting Director, UWinnipeg Model School; Dr. Lloyd Axworthy, UWinnipeg President 
& Vice-Chancellor; Dr. Julie Pelletier, Director, MDP; Jennifer Rattray, UWinnipeg 
Executive Director, Government, Indigenous & Community Affairs.  June 23, 2011

OPEN FOR CLASSES THIS SEPTEMBER 2011

THE RICHARDSON COLLEGE 
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND 

SCIENCE COMPLEX 
A world-class science facility in the heart of Winnipeg 

TACKLING THE LEADING CHALLENGES OF OUR TIME -  
The global north, climate change, Indigenous knowledge, water stewardship,  

inner-city issues, research and public policy initiatives associated with sustainability 
    

The $66.58 million minimum LEED Silver facility, with more than 30 new teaching and research labs, a vivarium and a rooftop 
greenhouse, is one of the most energy-efficient educational laboratory buildings in North America, made possible through 
strong partnerships with governments and the private sector. 

The University of Winnipeg gratefully acknowledges the tremendous support from our donors who have assisted in  
ealizing this state-of-the-art facility.

Thank You to all our donors.

Principal Donors: The Government of Manitoba, The Government of Canada, The Richardson Firm, Family and Foundation, The 
building development & design team (including Chartier Property Management Inc., Manshield Construction Inc., ReSolve 
Canada, Number TEN Architectural Group, and Lafarge Canada) Power Corporation of Canada, and Manitoba Hydro 

"Like" The Uniter on Facebook. Visit www.tinyurl.com/TheUniter to find our page.
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MATT PREPROST
VOLUNTEER STAFF

More than a decade ago, few would have 
guessed snapping up a home in the West End 
or Wolseley would turn out to be one of the 
best investments a person could make.

But since 2000, house prices in the West 
End have jumped by 361 per cent, according 
to Winnipeg Real Estate Board statistics.

And while it’s enough to start flashing new 
dollar signs in the eyes of home and business 
owners, some are concerned the rising prices 
might be pushing the area towards gentrifi-
cation.

In 2000, the average price for a home east 
of Arlington Street and around the Univer-
sity of Winnipeg was $28,500. Today, homes 
are selling for $121,500. 

The average home west of Arlington and 
towards Polo Park was $54,000. They’ve more 
than tripled to $176,700.

Even a house in Wolseley was, on average, 
$56,000. Houses are now selling for close to 
$161,000.

Natural inflation aside, community lead-
ers say a concentrated effort over the last 10 
years to improve housing stock in the West 
End has a lot to do with it.

Organizations like Housing Opportunity 
Partnership (HOP) and Lazarus Housing 
have fixed up derelict and abandoned houses 
and put homeowners committed to the West 
End back in them.

“You need home ownership as a base to 
build on for community revitalization,” said 
Peter Squire, public affairs director for the 
Winnipeg Real Estate Board and an orga-
nizer with HOP. “Prices were in free fall 

mode. Something had to be done to reverse 
that decline.”

HOP alone has flipped some 80 homes in 
the area since 1999. Lazarus Housing, an ini-
tiative led by the late Rev. Harry Lehotsky, 
has renovated 26 homes and more than 100 
rental units. 

Add on top of that some 50 new infill 
houses that have sprung up, going beyond 
Spence and to Arlington.

What has followed has been a litany of 
beautification and housing grants from orga-
nizations like the Spence Neighbourhood 
Association, the West End BIZ and the Dan-
iel McIntyre/St. Matthews Community 
Association. 

All receive funding from the city and prov-
ince to give out grants for external renova-
tions to rental properties and home and busi-
ness owners.

Naturally, the area is seeing new commer-
cial growth as businesses follow new money 
as higher-income families move into the tra-
ditionally lower-income neighbourhood.

It’s not to say the West End hasn’t lost 
major businesses – it has (most notably Safe-
way in December 2008). 

But some see a silver lining when compa-
nies like Cambrian Credit Union, Winni-
peg's third-largest credit union with about 
$2.2 billion in assets, recently moved into a 
new 4,000-square-foot building at the corner 

of Ellice and Wall Street.
“They decided they wanted to stay,” said 

Gloria Cardwell-Hoeppner, executive direc-
tor of the West End BIZ. “Anytime people 
make an investment like that, it tells you 
what they think of the area and that it’s worth 
investing in it.”

However, some lower-income residents are 
struggling to keep up pace, and might be on 
the verge of being squeezed out.

While housing prices are skyrocketing, 
rental vacancy rates are plummeting and 
Manitoba’s minimum wage is still only crawl-
ing along.

“Ultimately, it's not a surprise that prop-
erty values have been escalating considering 
all the money that government has put into 
the West End” through funding community 
organizations, said Don Miedema, housing 
co-ordinator at the Spence Neighborhood 
Association.

“(But) there are a number that have talked 
about appealing their property tax assess-
ments,” he added. “Their taxes have increased 
– in some cases doubled.” 

Miedema said it is starting to push away 
those who had previously come to rely on 
lower housing prices in the West End.

“It's a crisis level in the city when you have 
less than one per cent vacancy rate,” he said. 
“When property taxes go up, the price of 
rooming houses go up, and it contributes to 
making it difficult for the lower-end client to 
retain a room.”

It is unlikely that the neighbourhood will 
have much time, if any, to catch up, as orga-
nizations push more housing renewal over 
the next few years.

“There’s still more work to be done,” Squire 
said. “There are still boarded up houses that 
need to be removed.”

Miedema added that organizations aren’t 
out to gentrify the area.

“We want to have mixed-income housing; 
we're not out to displace people,” he said.

“We are out to improve the neighbour-
hood and expand the amount of living space 
available. We would like to do improvement 
across the board and that will mean some 
higher income people coming in here.”

Squire cautioned that while the West End 
isn’t as affordable as it used to be, it’s still lag-
ging compared to the rest of the city.

“It’s still half of the selling price of the aver-
age home around Winnipeg,” he said.

With files from Ethan Cabel

The cost of revitalizing the West End

in 2000, the average price for a home east of arlington Street and around the University of winnipeg was $28,500. Today, homes are selling for $121,500.
TIMOTHY DYCK

neighbourhood’s housing prices skyrocketing, rental vacancy rates plummeting

“We want to have mixed-
income housing; we're not 
out to displace people.” 
 – Don MieDeMa, hoUSing co-orDinaTor, Spence 
neighborhooD aSSociaTion

News

ANNE THOMAS
VOLUNTEER

A cross-country campaign that stopped in 
Winnipeg June 27 is aiming to educate Cana-
dians about the local implications of a little-
known free trade deal with Europe.

Maude Barlow, chairperson for the Coun-
cil of Canadians, and Paul Moist, president 
of the Canadian Union of Public Employees, 
spoke at Red River College’s downtown cam-
pus as part of their “Canadian Communities 
Are Not for Sale” campaign.

Barlow and Moist are attempting to raise 
awareness about how a little-known free trade 
deal with Europe could curtail local environ-
mental and economic development initia-
tives, while encouraging privatization of pub-
lic utilities.  

The local Council of Canadians and Cana-
dian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) 
chapters co-sponsored Winnipeg's event.

Barry Hammond of the Council of Cana-
dians fears the proposed Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agreement (CETA) will 
support privatization of Winnipeg's water, 
while mainly benefiting the rich.  

“I'm fearful that a new trade agreement 
simply means that poorer people will be dis-
enfranchised here in Winnipeg,” he said.  

The Council of Canadians also expects 
CETA to drive up prescription drug costs, 
threaten farm support programs and allow 
foreign corporations to ignore Canadian 
environmental regulations.

“(The deal) could be agreed on very soon, 
even this summer,” said Fort Rouge City 
Councillor Jenny Gerbasi. 

She added that the main concern raised 
during a recent meeting of the Federation of 

Canadian Municipalities was loss of control 
over local sourcing.

Unlike past free trade deals, under CETA, 
purchases made by provincial and municipal 
governments would be included in a major 
way. 

A CCPA report analyzing a leaked draft 
says that local governments would not be 
allowed to favour local or environmentally 
responsible suppliers or those suppliers cre-
ating local jobs.   

Small purchases would be exempt, but the 
report estimates the restrictions would apply 
to about 80 per cent of the over $100 billion 
spent annually on provincial and municipal 
purchases.  

The restrictions would also apply to uni-
versities, hospitals and Crown corporations.

“When government is in the business 
of serving our society and communities, it 
should fully consider how its purchasing will 

achieve the greatest good – all things consid-
ered,” said Brendan Reimer, regional co-ordi-
nator for the Canadian Community Eco-
nomic Development Network. “The CETA 
agreement takes this strategic tool of govern-
ment off the table.”

Provincial negotiators are participating in 
the federal trade talks that resume July 11 in 
Brussels. 

“Manitoba's very much placing priority 
on protecting environmental regulations and 
local economic development policies as part 
of our negotiating position,” said Peter Bjorn-
son, Manitoba’s entrepreneurship, training 
and trade minister.

He added that it is too early to say if sus-
tainable procurement guidelines in the Sus-
tainability Act will be affected.  

“If it means some amendments to exist-
ing laws, of course we'll be doing so very cau-
tiously,” he said.

New agreement targets “Buy local” policies

real eSTaTe by The nUMberS

WEST END (west of arlington)

average house price, 2000: $54,090

average house price, 2006: $90,206

average house price, 2011: $176,702

WEST END (east of arlington)

average house price, 2000: $28,522

average house price, 2006: $59,698

average house price, 2011: $121,501

WOLSELEY

average house price, 2001: $55,877 

average house price, 2006: $104,945 

average house price, 2011: $160,972

Source: winnipegrealTorS
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Tuition increases linked to 
inflation, more money for 
university operating grants

LEIF LARSEN 
THE MANITOBAN (UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA)

WINNIPEG (CUP) — Students and univer-
sities in the province of Manitoba should be 
happy with the province’s 2011 budget.

The budget will link the rate of tuition 
increase with inflation. This means Manitoba 
students can expect to pay about one to two per 
cent more for their education this September, as 
opposed to the five per cent or higher some stu-
dents and organizations had feared.

In order to offset what finance minister 
Rosann Wowchuk called "low tuitions," the 
NDP government will also implement a multi-
year plan to help universities cover the cost of 
operations.

This plan will see university operating grants 
increase substantially over the next three years.

Both Alanna Makinson, Manitoba chairper-
son for the Canadian Federation of Students, 
and Heather Laube, students’ union president 

at the University of Manitoba, felt that the 2011 
budget represented a step in the right direc-
tion.

Laube said this budget represents "good 
news" for students.

"For a number of years students have been 
encouraging the provincial government to look 
at their policies on tuition fees and tuition fee 
regulation," she said. "I think (this budget) 
gives students an idea of how tuition fees are 
going to be increasing."

The provincial Liberals and Conserva-
tives also liked what they saw in the budget in 
regards to post-secondary education, but both 
felt the NDP's initiatives were adaptations of 
their own policies.

Liberal leader Jon Gerrard said his party 
"were leaders in having a tuition increase, which 
is only the rate of inflation."

Erin Selby, the newly appointed advanced 
education minister, felt her party did a good 
job of balancing "affordability and accessibil-
ity" with sustainability for post-secondary insti-
tutions.

The 2011 budget will allocate the equivalent 
of one-seventh of the provincial sales tax, or 
about $239 million, to municipalities for use on 
infrastructure and transportation.

In Winnipeg this could mean more money 
spent on public transportation, including the 

city's rapid transit plan, which the city says will 
eventually link the University of Manitoba with 
downtown.

When asked if she would like to see the new 
money put toward rapid transit in Winnipeg, 
Selby said that a lot of students have told her 
that rapid transit is a priority for them, and that 
those students would appreciate more conve-
nient ways to get to school.

Manitoba budget good news for students

Finance Minister rosann wowchuk delivers the 2011 Manitoba budget this past april.
LEIF LARSEN/THE MANITOBAN

"There isn't a separation 
between what urban space 
is and what art is."

This is the second of two 
great summer issues The 

uniter is publishing this year.

our regular, weekly publishing 
schedule resumes in September. 

look out for our next issue 
on newsstands on Thursday, 
Sept. 1. if you're interested in 
contributing articles, photos 

or illustrations, e-mail aaron at 
editor@uniter.ca.

and don't forget to connect with 
us online:

www.uniter.ca and  
www.twitter.com/Theuniter

and check out our Facebook 
page at

www.tinyurl.com/Theuniter

COURTESY UW

Science coMplex openS
Manitoba premier greg Selinger, James richard-
son & Sons, limited chairman of the board car-
olyn hursh, Mp bob Sopuck and University of 
winnipeg president and Vice-chancellor lloyd 
axworthy cut a ribbon to officially open the rich-
ardson college for the environment and Science 
complex at 599 portage ave.

The $66.58 million facility, made possible 
through partnerships with the provincial and fed-
eral governments and private donors, includes 
more than 30 new teaching and research labs, a 
vivarium and a 1,127 square foot rooftop green-
house.

The new facility is one of the most energy 
efficient educational laborator buildings in north 
america, and is targeting leeD gold designation.

LookinG for LisTinGs?

MUSIC  pAgE 10,

FILM & LIT  pAgE 12,

gALLERIES & MUSEUMS  pAgE 12 & 13,

THEATRE, DANCE & COMEDY  pAgE 13

Your article, photo or 
illustration could be 

here.



The Uniter is always looking for more 

people to contribute to the paper. 

Students and community members are 

welcome to get involved.

e-mail aaron at editor@uniter.ca for more 

information.
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Board approves BaLanced 
2011-2012 BUdGeT

The University of winnipeg’s board of 
regents approved a $100 million balanced 
operating budget for the 2011-2012 fiscal 
year. The budget allows the university 
to hire 31 tenure-track faculty, increase 
entrance scholarships, create $250,000 
worth of new second – and third-year 
scholarships and bursaries, and expand 
money and opportunities earmarked for 
research. To balance the budget, a U of w 
press release reported that the university 
cut expenses wherever possible without 
affecting student services and academ-
ics. The university also restructured cer-
tain units and froze senior executive and 
middle manager salaries. 

sTUdenTs expLore soUTh 
africa reconciLiaTion

a group of students from the Univer-
sity of Manitoba and the University of 
winnipeg have travelled to South africa to 
learn about apartheid. The U of w’s global 
college course welcomed graduate and 
undergraduate students to explore recon-
ciliation as part of healing. The two-week 
course began in cape Town and ended in 
Johannesburg and examined community-
based to government-initiated reconcilia-
tion projects. Six South african students 
joined the group for the course. global 
college vice-principal Dean peachey said 
the course gives students a richer under-
standing of South africa’s dealing with 
apartheid, a U of w press release reported. 
a similar course is planned for 2012 that 

focuses on aboriginal experiences, but will 
depend on funding availability to support 
South african students. 

Green corridor To 
connecT campUses

construction at the University of win-
nipeg continues this summer with the 
building of a green corridor that links the 
main campus to the new richardson col-
lege campus. The university reported the 
project will create new community green 
space, improve accessibility and update 
an aging campus and community sewer 
system. by Sept. 5, the campuses will be 
connected by an accessible and lit path 
monitored by security cameras. cisterns 
installed by the university and the city of 
winnipeg will also be in place underground 
to improve sewage transport. The eco-
project began June 13. 

sTUdenTs wins Top 20 
Under 20 award

U of w human rights student Megan 
Fultz has received a youth in Motion Top 
20 Under 20 award, which praises 20 ca-
nadians for their innovation, achievement 
and leadership. Fultz was among 20 young 
canadians presented the national award 
and the first Manitoba recipient in two 
years. Fultz began working toward her b.a. 
in human rights at global college while 
still in high school and donated much of 
a scholarship she received to the universi-
ty’s global citizenship Fund. She currently 
acts as a student advisor, a U of w press 
release reported. Fultz received the award 
in Toronto on June 2.

Campus 
News Briefs
compiled by Jon Sorokowski
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The MTS centre is 
a contributor to 
downtown life, and other 
developments should 
follow suit

ROBERT GALSTON
VOLUNTEER STAFF

In an article in the latest issue of the Toronto 
magazine Spacing, sports writer Adam Pro-
teau suggested that the MTS Centre is “prob-
ably the most urban-friendly sports complex 
in Canada.” 

With Boston’s Fenway Park and Chicago’s 
Wrigley Field (built in 1912 and 1914, respec-
tively) as obvious exceptions, Proteau is prob-
ably right. The MTS Centre stands on a rel-
atively small block, in the middle of a rela-
tively built up commercial centre. 

Not just urban by virtue of being snug 
among its surroundings, it also possesses 
some basic architectural texture, has several 
active entrances, and a few commercial ser-
vices oriented to the sidewalk public, making 
it a part of the neighbourhood even when no 
events are going on. 

In contrast, most sports facilities in North 
America are monoliths built on vast swaths 
of land at the forgotten edges of downtown – 
usually former rail yards or industrial water-
fronts. 

Ostensibly, these facilities are built there 
to spur development opportunities in the 
surrounding neighbourhood, but, with 
few exceptions, they have had very limited 
results. 

In the middle of what is still Winnipeg’s 
commercial centre, the MTS Centre act-
ing as an agent of urban renewal would be a 
greater challenge. 

Portage Avenue is fairly built up, and land 
assembly for further development is a costly 
and complicated process. 

There are also existing myriad uses and 
users of the neighborhood, including a con-
centrated expression of the city’s poverty and 
social dysfunction, which congregates on and 

near Portage Avenue during the day and eve-
ning.

Still, this hasn’t stopped many people 
from imagining that NHL hockey will be 
the happy ending of downtown’s sad post-
war saga. 

Perhaps caught up in the ecstasy of a new 
NHL team, one local urban issues columnist 
trumpeted it will give the city the “renewed 
opportunity to transform our downtown and 

fully realize the potential of the MTS Centre 
as a catalyst for urban renewal.”

Hoping for the same thing, the city is 
planning to brand the blocks around the 
MTS Centre as a district for sports, enter-
tainment and related service industries, and 
will also make it a tax-increment financing 
(TIF) zone. 

Typically, the way TIF zones work is that 
any increase in the assessed value of the devel-
oped property goes toward developers in the 

area, thus creating a financial incentive for 
further development. 

In the case of Portage Avenue, however, 
tax increases will go toward public infrastruc-
ture projects such as new sidewalk benches, 
street lamps or a new "public square" on the 
Manitoba Public Insurance-owned parking 
lot behind the MTS Centre. 

The NHL’s return will be a good oppor-
tunity for downtown, but in trying to make 
the neighbourhood just one thing, organic 
strengths that are already there can be cut off.

So, too, can the chance to allow other uses 
to flourish. The blocks south of Portage Ave-
nue need the strong residential population 
they enjoyed prior to the 1950s more than 
they need a hockey team the city enjoyed 
prior to 1996. 

The area around arenas built on the wind-
swept edges of a city’s downtown can remain 
a parking lot wasteland, and while this may 
detract from the game day experience, it really 
doesn’t matter. Portage Avenue does not have 
that option: it is unavoidably the public face 
of Winnipeg, and the city cannot afford to 
ignore it outside of game days.

If the MTS Centre as a major league sports 
facility is going to uplift Portage Avenue, it 

will have to do so only as one component of 
a busy, mixed-use district. 

The City of Winnipeg and other down-
town organizations should seek quality over 
quantity when it comes to approving devel-
opment plans downtown, and it should be 
more about asking what vitality these devel-
opments will add, rather than what blight 
they will remove. 

Design, scale and complexity matter. 
There must be a good number of old build-
ings because they add not just character, but 
economic opportunities (there is a reason 
why the best bars and restaurants are found 
in old buildings). 

There must also be a great number of 
buildings with small footprints rather than 
ones that take up entire blocks. 

The MTS Centre is relatively urban and 
manages to be a contributor to downtown 
life because it is as compact as possible and 
interacts with the street. 

Every other development, sports-related 
or not, should follow this same rule. 

Robert Galston is a University of Winnipeg 
student who writes about urban issues. Visit 
his blog at http://riseandsprawl.tumblr.com.

Follow the leader

The blocks south of portage Avenue need the strong 
residential population they enjoyed prior to the 1950s 
more than they need a hockey team the city enjoyed prior 
to 1996

osborne bridge repairs an 
example of what not to do

PAUL HESSE
VOLUNTEER

There was confusion in late April when the 
Osborne Bridge closed its east sidewalk for 
repairs. Construction was already underway, 
but until then, the daily routine for pedestri-
ans and cyclists had not changed. 

All of a sudden, people found they could 
no longer walk to and from downtown 
through the legislature grounds. They could 
no longer access the new Assiniboine Avenue 
bikeway. 

Officially, the plan was for pedestrians and 
cyclists to cross under the bridge. 

When the Assiniboine River is low, there 
is a riverside pathway that connects Mostyn 
Place (by the Granite Curling Club) to Assini-
boine Avenue (and the river walk). However, 
that walkway was underwater, and even when 
it's open, it is very steep by Mostyn.

What happened next was predictable: 
there was massive jaywalking. 

On the first day, I often saw crowds of a 
dozen or more people walking across together 
through breaks in traffic on Osborne Ave-
nue. Mothers pushed baby strollers through 
idling cars. Cyclists rode their bikes through 

the chaos. Joggers ran through three lanes of 
traffic. 

The media seemed surprised, but they 
shouldn't have been.

Before the construction, pedestrians could 
cross Osborne at Roslyn Road. The construc-
tion made that impossible. Was there an ade-
quate alternative? Sadly, no.

With the river walk closed, the other plan 
was for pedestrians and cyclists to travel north 
to Broadway before crossing. But there were 
no signs explaining that, and people prefer 
to get somewhere the shortest possible way. 
Many seniors didn't have the energy for a 
700-metre walk to Broadway and back.

Cyclists were also affected; they were cut 
off from the Assiniboine bikeway, which only 
opened last year, and most cyclists don't feel 
safe cycling in the construction zone. 

The police have, so far, not ticketed the 
jaywalkers, but they have ticketed cyclists on 
the bridge's sidewalk.

Construction workers were also at risk 
when the river walk was underwater. I was 
shocked to see them also crossing the bridge 
through traffic. Their work is on the east side, 
but the construction trailers are parked on 
Mostyn, on the west. Luckily, no worker has 
been hit so far.

Slowly, people are adjusting. A long, high 
fence is now discouraging jaywalking, and 
when the river is low enough, the riverside 
path is open. 

But, next year, the west sidewalk will be 

closed and the curling club, Great West Life 
and West Broadway will be similarly cut off 
from the east side.

What lessons should we learn from this? 
Government must better understand its citi-
zens and their needs in order to serve them.  

Sadly, pedestrians and cyclists have been 
neglected during the repairs. The story is not 
much better with the Disraeli Overpass and 
bridge work.

Work on the Disraeli will slow traffic and 
put pressure on the narrow Redwood and 
Louise bridges. 

At the end, a new cycling bridge will also 
open, but that's the reverse of how it should 
happen. 

The new cycling bridge should have been 
started and opened first. Then citizens could 
have left their cars and cycled, rollerbladed or 
walked over the river.  

This would have reduced their inconve-

nience and reduced congestion for everyone 
else. It would have cut emissions from cars 
stuck in traffic jams during the work.  

Instead, more people will be stuck in traf-
fic. Government didn't put people first.

Bridge work is necessary; the repairs will 
lead, ultimately, to improvements.  

When all is finished, there will be new 
bike lanes on the Osborne Bridge. The side-
walks will be slightly narrower, but still wide 
enough for pedestrians. The hope is that 
cyclists will be comfortable in the new, on-
street bicycle lanes.

And, in late 2012, a new pedestrian cross-
ing across Osborne, between Mostyn and 
Assiniboine, will open. 

However, it’s too bad it could not have 
been done first.

Progress requires change and is often 
inconvenient. But, it should not cause dan-
ger and government must be more sensitive 
to its citizens. 

We must learn from these projects and 
improve our planning. We must understand 
how people actually travel. 

We must acknowledge their desire to get 
from Point A to Point B as directly as pos-
sible. 

And we must not make pedestrians and 
cyclists an afterthought. Government should 
put its citizens first.

Paul Hesse is the Manitoba Liberal Candi-
date for MLA in Fort Rouge.

Government needs to put citizens first when it comes to road repair

We must learn from these 
projects and improve 
our planning. We must 
understand how people 
actually travel. We must 
acknowledge their desire to 
get from point A to point B 
as directly as possible.

COLIN VANDENBERG
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educating yourself, taking 
risks and having fun are 
key to succeeding

MICHAEL PETkAU FALk
VOLUNTEER

I want to offer an addendum to my discus-
sion with Kier-La Janisse about the state of 
Winnipeg’s arts scene from the March 31 issue 
of The Uniter (“State of the arts,” page 14).

Specifically, I’d like to address some oppor-
tunities for the local music community – 
ways to get better, develop a broader audi-
ence and take those sometimes scary steps to 
building a sustainable music career.  
1. Take risks! The world is full of musicians 

playing it safe, copying their idols or trying 
to figure out what the public wants and then 
providing it. 

This is backwards. Copycats don’t get 
remembered – innovators do. Make high 
quality art that stands on its own and means 
something, and people will be attracted to it. 

No record that plays it safe has lasted in 
the public’s consciousness or got people 
excited about spreading the word about the 
act. Do something that gets people excited. 
No risk, no reward. 
2. Your relationship with your audience 

is everything. And for artists on the fringes, 
it takes longer to find the people who your 
music will resonate with. 

For example, it took The National four 

albums and thousands upon thousands of 
dollars of debt to finally find an audience that 
cared deeply about their music. 

Venetian Snares is one of Manitoba’s high-
est selling artists and performs to thousands 
of people across Europe, yet gets little recog-
nition at home. He had to travel extensively 
to connect to those who revered one of the 
world’s most innovative musicians. 

Be prepared to go where your audience is, 
not where you want them to be.
3. Become versed in the language and cul-

ture of the music industry – especially if you 
play non-mainstream music, as the margins 
for sustainability are smaller. 

Read industry blogs such as Bob Lefsetz, 
ask questions of Manitoba Music or local 
music business-people you respect. 

I can’t tell you how many established local 
artists I’ve dealt with at the West End Cul-
tural Centre who don’t know how an offer 
sheet works, or how the venue/artist partner-
ship works. 

These are basic things – if you’re going to 
build a career, you need to invest in learning 
the business, and you’re going to need part-
nerships. 

The DIY ethic can only get you so far – 
there are so many jobs: publicity, distribu-
tion, marketing, video, tour booking, con-
cert promotion – that it’s nearly impossible 
to do all of them yourself, let alone do them 
well. Identify your weaknesses and find peo-
ple to help. Build your team!
4. Get really good at your instrument, at 

your songcraft, at your soundscapes, at your 
feedback – whatever it is that defines the 
music you make, get really damn good at it.  

Blow people away. Surprise people with 
how good you are. Invest in high-quality gear 
and learn how to use it. 

Have the humility to shorten songs, be 
aggressive with the arrangement axe. “That’s 
good enough” rarely is.
5. Manitoba Music offers an unbelievable 

selection of music industry workshops, many 
of which are under-attended by the people 
that could most use the information. If you’re 
too cool to care how to build a career, you’re 
not going to have one. 

But if you want answers to your questions, 
insights into how and why things work, or 
opportunities to make new connections, 
attend these workshops. They’re insightful 
and a great way to get both connected and 
informed.  
6. No other place in the world funds musi-

cal artists to the extent that Manitoba does. 
No one. Manitoba Film & Music and Man-
itoba Music are great partners who can help 
you build connections outside of Manitoba, 
and help fund the process. 

Get to know them, get to know the grant 
system and learn to write grants really well. 

But most of all (and worst of puns), do 
not take this opportunity for granted. Some-
times with such a system a sense of entitle-
ment develops amongst the potential recip-
ients. 

You are not owed anything by these orga-
nizations – you are given an unbelievable gift, 
the opportunity to have the very expensive 
developing years of your music career sup-
ported by these agencies.  
7. You need to dedicate your life to mak-

ing music, and making music exceptionally 

well.  There is no other option anymore – 
you’re either in it for the long haul, or you’re 
wasting everyone’s time. 

There are more artists than ever right now 
and you are in competition not just with 
Winnipeg acts, but acts from across Canada, 
North America and increasingly, Europe and 
beyond. 

This shouldn’t be scary for you, but it does 
require commitment. Deep down inside, this 
has to be what you want to do. It takes a lot 
of work, a lot of trial and error, some rejec-
tion, but your goal must be to be able to excel 
on a stage and on record. 

There are more ways then ever to build a 
sustainable music career. Be prepared to work 
hard and work smart.   
8. Have fun! At the end of the day you 

get to put all of this hard work aside and 
walk onto a stage and play music with your 
friends. Sometimes even in far away places. 
And that’s pretty special.

Our fine city has a lot of talent, but we’re 
isolated and there isn’t a lot of music industry 
here. It takes extra effort to make the connec-
tions and find the answers that you need to 
get things going beyond our borders. 

I’ve felt for several years that there was a 
growing tide of great new music coming 
from this city, and the more of us that can 
take these points to heart and build some 
momentum, the more everyone benefits.  

Michael Petkau Falk is the artistic director at 
the West End Cultural Centre and singer-gui-
tarist in Les Jupes.

Eight ways to improve your music career

ARANDA ADAMS
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“A few years ago, it was closing night of the 
festival, and there was a thunder storm the 
likes of which I've never seen,” says veteran 
Fringe performer TJ Dawe when asked to 
recount his favourite memory of the Winni-
peg Fringe Theatre Festival. 

“Lightning was striking from cloud to 
cloud across the entire sky ... and no one I 
knew in Winnipeg remarked on it as being 
unusual the next day,” he adds. 

“This wasn't a once in a century kind of 
storm – that, in Winnipeg, is called a thun-
derstorm.”

For Dawe and many of the hundreds of 
Fringe performers who will journey to the 
city in mid-July, this is an apt metaphor. 

While the Winnipeg Fringe Theatre Fes-
tival set an in-door paid ticket attendance 
record of over 86,000 last year and is among 
the largest in the country, Winnipeggers 
still consider the festivities that engulf the 
Exchange District from July 13-24 as simply 

another summer activity.
“The notion of anywhere in Canada, any-

where in North America, or anywhere in the 
world where there is a popular audience for 
new, unpublished, experimental, and often 
local theatre ... it's so unlikely,” says Dawe, 
who returns to Winnipeg this year with the 
autobiographical Lucky 9, a show that exam-
ines three forces that came into his life, and 
brought his family together, in 2009.

“And yet it's real and it's thriving and it 
doesn't happen anywhere else.”

Chuck McEwan, the festival's executive 
producer, fervently believes that the Fringe 
can only continue to grow in Winnipeg. 

“We're still finding new patrons every 
year,” he says.

While the Fringe will remain extended to 
Albert and Arther streets in the absence of 
the old vendor court, still inaccessible due 
to construction on the Union Bank Tower, 
McEwan believes that in 2012 (the festival's 
25th year), the Fringe will take up both areas 
with outdoor activities. 

“It just shows you how educated and con-
fident our theatre-going public is ... they're 
out there in the thousands seeing new plays, 
just having fun and trying to discover the 
next big name on the Fringe circuit.”

This year, the Fringe will be facilitat-
ing audience growth with two new features: 
allowing companies to charge a special rate 
(two for $10) for any show they choose as well 
as permitting Fringe pass holders to book up 
to half their tickets in advance before the start 
of the festival.

“We're trying to help artists get bigger 

audiences,” says McEwan, adding that there 
are 150 productions at this year's Fringe with 
companies from around the world.

Tickets for individual plays range from $5-$10 

and can be purchased in cash at the venue. 
Advance tickets and Frequent Fringer passes 
can be purchased at the Manitoba Theatre 
Centre box office at 174 Market Avenue or 
online at www.winnipegfringe.com.

The greatest show on Earth
Arts & Culture

“We're still finding new 
patrons every year. We’re 
trying to help artists get 
bigger audiences.” 
 – chUcK Mcewan, execUTiVe proDUcer, winnipeg 
Fringe TheaTre FeSTiVal

local sketch comedy groups hot Thespian action (top of page) and outside Joke (above) are participating in 
this year's Fringe Festival.

winnipeg Fringe Theatre Festival set to be a perfect storm of entertainment

Frequent fringer
The Uniter’s resident 
Fringe fanatic picks five 
shows you should see

This is Cancer
Venue 16: pTe Mainstage (393 portage ave.)

After losing 90 per cent of his vision to can-
cer of the eye and after the death of both 
his father and grandfather, Canadian actor/
writer/musician Bruce Horak decided to per-
sonify the disease for a laugh at its expense. 
It all began with spontaneous open mic per-
formances whereby Horak, after being intro-
duced as Cancer, would state simply to the 
audience: “I've been told you have something 

to say to me.” It has since evolved into a full-
scale, critically acclaimed 90-minute dark 
comedy about Cancer's slow realization that 
the entire world hates him.

Law and Order: Nursery 
Rhyme Unit
Kids Venue: School of contemporary Dancers 
(211 bannatyne ave.)

The Inspector and the Punnish Sir (“he's 
always scrambling for egg puns!”) are called 
on to investigate Humpty Dumpty's crime 
scene in a satire of television's Law and Order 
and a fun nursery rhyme farce. From the 
director of the 2009 Kid's Venue Best of Fest 
Cinderella! Cinderella! comes a smart comedy 
that incorporates word play and adult ref-
erences designed to make parents (and chil-
dren) howl with laughter. 

Happy Slap
Venue 10: planetarium auditorium (190 rupert 
ave.)

The rough definition of “happy slap,” a pop-
ular if short-lived fad in the United King-
dom, is a spontaneous assault caught on cam-
era. The performance poet and quick-witted 
English comedian Rob Gee, who mastered 
his twisted brand of theatre with the dark 
comedy Fruitcake and celebration of child-
hood SmartArse at the 2009 and 2010 festi-
vals, returns to Winnipeg with a brand new 
“celebration of impropriety.” 

jem rolls IS pISSED OFF, The 
Same Joke Twice by jem rolls
Venue 14: King’s head pub (120 King St.)

The beloved English performance poet jem 
rolls returns yet again. However, the Fringe 
veteran will not only wow audiences with 

his visceral and politically-charged poetry 
on the second floor of the King's Head pub 
(Venue 16, jem rolls IS PISSED OFF); he will 
also perform a one-man play (The Same Joke 
Twice, Venue 9) about “a couple stuck in a 
hotel room (that) struggle valiantly for true 
love and real life.” 

The Sucker punch
Venue 7: cinematheque (100 arthur St.)

Fringe powerhouse Brent Hirose returns to 
the Winnipeg Fringe with a one-man, mul-
tifaceted sci-fi drama that uses time travel 
as a plot element to weave four characters 
together. He seamlessly portrays a business-
man, a socially inept slam poet, an unsus-
pecting test subject and a factory labourer 
with relationship woes. The content has been 
described by critics as darkly introspective, 
dealing with alienation and the limitations of 
modern technology.
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Five days of folk music in July

SAMUEL SWANSON
VOLUNTEER STAFF

When the lineup for the 2011 Winnipeg 
Folk Festival was announced, standout acts 
included k.d. Lang, Blue Rodeo and an 
acoustic set by Tegan and Sara, leading some 
to believe the festival was catering to its older, 
committed attendees.

However, when artistic director Chris 
Frayer talks about the festival, he doesn’t 
focus on those acts.

“We’ve started to go deeper into the world 
of electronic music, bringing in Ganga Giri 
from Australia and Omar Souleyman from 
Syria,” Frayer says.

The festival begins at Birds Hill Park on 
Wednesday, July 6 and runs until Sunday, 
July 10. 

The idea, Frayer says, is to appeal to a wide 
and increasingly younger audience to get 
them into the festival. Once there, he hopes 
people will begin exploring how broad folk 
music’s range is. 

“I think the electronic stuff works best to 
provide a catalytic opportunity to introduce 
fans to a variety of music,” Frayer says.

A late addition to the festival lineup is San 
Francisco-based electronic and world fusion 
duo, Beats Antique. 

“In regards to bringing electronica/folk to 
a younger audience, we feel that this is one 
of Beats Antique's most important missions,” 
Beats Antique member Dave Satori says by 
email.

“The younger generation is living in a 
highly electronic, computerized culture,” he 
continues. “I grew up with record players 
and cassette tapes – an analogue childhood 
that saw the transition into the digital world. 
I believe Beats Antique tries to capture that 
transition and remind the new generation of 
its rich history and amazing traditions that 
have built this beautiful world.”

Frayer adds that folk music is evolving at a 
very fast pace.

“The festival more or less represents the 
different kinds of tastes in folk music that 
people have so that younger audiences get 

to see the acts they know, while we’re try-
ing to be true to the artists that shaped their 
genres,” he says.

For example, Saturday’s feature act at the 
festival will be Funky Meters, who had a 
great deal of influence in developing funk as 
a genre in the ‘60s and ‘70s.

Some of the first-time acts at the festi-
val this year include Wilco lead singer Jeff 
Tweedy, who will hit the main stage on Sun-
day, as well as Vermont’s Mountain Man and 
Winnipeg’s Crooked Brothers.

“There’s been a lot of debate about what 
is folk music,” said Jesse Matas, mandolin 
player and vocalist with the Crooked Broth-
ers. “It looks like a great lineup. I think Chris 
(Frayer) did a really good job.”

Frayer says the key to programming a suc-
cessful lineup of music is to include music that 
is going to get people excited and engaged.

“Folk music is hip where we live, and it’s 
not that way everywhere in the world,” he 
says.

Visit www.winnipegfolkfestival.ca.

“Folk music is hip where we 
live, and it’s not that way 
everywhere in the world.” 
 – chriS Frayer, arTiSTic DirecTor, winnipeg FolK 
FeSTiVal

2011 winnipeg Folk Festival aims to excite and engage audiences with a diverse schedule of performers

Jeff Tweedy (top of page) and oh My Darling (above) will perform at this year's winnipeg Folk Festival.
COURTESY WFF

As usual, the line-up of performers at the 
2011 the Winnipeg Folk Festival features an 
eclectic mix of local, U.S. and international 
artists. 

Here are some acts you won’t want to 
miss.

M. Ward

A troubadour of today’s singer-songwriter 
scene, Ward has a zest for collaboration and 
a knack for getting the perfect sound. The 
American singer-songwriter has released 
seven solo albums as well as collabora-
tions with actress Zooey Deschanel (as She 
& Him) and fellow singer-songwriters Jim 
James, Conor Oberst and Mike Mogis (as 
Monsters of Folk).

Jeff Tweedy

He’s never released a solo album, but as the 
leader of critically acclaimed rockers Wilco 
and as a former member of Uncle Tupelo, 
Tweedy has 11 albums of material from the 
past 21 years to choose from. With any luck, 
he’ll play a song or two from The Whole Love, 
Wilco’s eighth studio album, due out in Sep-
tember.

Omar Souleyman

According to Wikipedia, this musician from 
Syria has released around 500 studio and live 

albums since he began his career in 1994. 
Whether that’s true or not, Souleyman has 
been “drawing rapturous reviews” for his 
live show, according to Pitchfork. His music 
draws from a number of traditional Arabic 
styles but also uses dance beats and synthe-
sizers.

Funky Meters

Combining funk, blues and dance grooves 
with a New Orleans vibe, The Funky Meters 
have toured with the likes of The Rolling 
Stones, and have been a studio band for art-
ists like Dr. John, Paul McCartney, Robert 
Palmer and Patti Labelle in their 31-year his-
tory. Originally known as The Meters, the 
band is considered to be one of the origina-
tors of funk music.

Tim Robbins and the Rogues 
gallery Band
Admittedly, we’re mostly interested in this 
one because of the novelty. Fifty-two-year-old 
Oscar-winning actor and nominated director 
Tim Robbins leads a group that includes key-
boardist Roger Eno, multi-instrumentalist 
Kate St. John and musical saw player David 
Coulter. The band will release its debut album 
on July 5. Wouldn’t it be amazing if Morgan 
Freeman made an appearance at the band’s 
Folk Festival show?

Folk Festival highlights

winnipeg's The crooked brothers are one of many Manitoba acts appearing at the festival.
COURTESY WFF
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THURSDAY, JUNE 29 to WEDNES-
DAY, JULY 6

canada Day starts early at the cavern with roMi MayeS, 
FranKie & The poorboyS and The aFTerparTy on June 30.

if you want to get crazy canada Day weekend it’s sug-
gested that you make the trip to DaUphin’S coUnTryFeST 
with Toby KeiTh, Johnny reiD, Doc walKer, The MUDMen, 
The rowDyMen, The warpeD 45s, aFTer all TheSe yearS, 
george canyon and more from June 30 until July 3.

canada Day continues at the cavern with The F-holeS, The 
boTTle rocKeTS, The engliSh MoccaSinS, The rocKDoraS 
and The TelepaThic bUTTerFlieS on July 1.

other osborne Village canada day festivities include the 
canaDa Day Mega baSh with The perMS, new renaiS-
Sance, The boKononiSTS, The benDerenoS, TiM bUTler, 
bill DUrST, el Diablo and aM glory at the osborne Vil-
lage inn on July 1. london Music hall of Famer bill DUrST 
will also be appearing at the osborne Street Festival dur-
ing canada Day.

what would canada Day be without checking out the fire-
works at the Forks along with great performances on the 
Scotiabank Stage by MaMa cUTSworTh, MagnUM K.i., TaKe 
Me To The piloT, The F-holeS, JaSon KirKneSS, The lipTo-
nianS and of course the wSo.

leS Sexy rock the cavern with Floor 13 on July 2.

The blacK KeyS play the MTS center with cage The ele-
phanT on July 2.

The boKononiSTS, Mahogany Frog and liTTle hoUSe 
hopefully play a fixed up royal albert on July 2.

Drum 'n’ bass DJ wizard alix pereZ performs alongside 
encoDe, reDworM and owen reynolDS at ozzy’s on July 2.

come on! you really want to see c’Mon with MicroDoT, The 
MySTicS and The gUnneSS at the Death Trap on July 2.

a perFecT circle plays the centennial concert hall with 
reD bacTeria VacUUM on July 4.

Metal band chilDren oF boDoM returns to the garrick cen-
tre on July 4.

edmonton’s FeaST or FaMine, high-claSS low-liFeS, Mog-
gley and The wooDlanD creaTUreS play the lo pub on 
July 5.

check out live music at the lyric Theatre in assiniboine park 
all summer long. The series kicks off with rocKi rolleTTi 
on July 5.

FreD eagleSMiTh plays the park Theatre on July 6.

The spooky MUSic in The ceMeTery series begins July 6 
with STill STanDing at St. James cemetery.

The downtown summer concert series continues on July 6 
with big Jay harriSon at air canada park.

THURSDAY, JULY 7 to WEDNESDAY, 
JULY 13

From July 6 to July 10 the winnipeg FolK FeSTiVal at birds 
hill park will have performances by JeFF TweeDy, blUe 
roDeo, K.D. lang, Tegan & Sara, lUcinDa williaMS, Tinari-
wen, TooTS anD The MayTalS, The JayhawKS, and locals 
ScoTT nolan, iMaginary ciTieS, TwilighT hoTel, crooKeD 

broTherS, DJs hUnnicUTT and MaMa cUTSworTh and so 
much more!

The Tragically hip rock Shaw park with broKen Social 
Scene and hey roSeTTa! on July 7.

The Soca-reggae FeSTiVal returns to old Market Square 
featuring oMeSh Singh, Jah KeTTle, Kool rUnningS banD, 
paraDiZe banD, DUb rooTS banD, KiD Koala Kapone, De-Mo 
Mice, Mellow Man and more from July 8 until July 10.

chill out to the folk stylings of linDSey whiTe at Mcnally 
robinson’s prairie ink restaurant on July 9.

willing FeeT, ceTaScean, wolbachia and ScabSMoKer 
destroy the Death Trap on July 9.

Shane Quagmire is turning 29 and to celebrate 77 gUnS, The 
pinKSlipS and The aFTerliFe are throwing him a punk-rock 
party at the albert on July 9.

a band resembling lynyrD SKynyrD plays the MTS centre 
on July 10.

Direct from Spain, gypsy flamenco act FlaMenco De JereZ 
play the west end cultural center on July 13.

THURSDAY, JULY 14 to WEDNESDAY, 
JULY 20

Seven-piece pop-rockers library VoiceS play the west end 
cultural center on July 14.

celtic rock act banShee'S wail sets sail on the M.S. river 
rouge with DJ rob Vilar on July 14.

local folk-rock sensation ingriD gaTin’s long awaited ep 
release party is at the park Theatre café on July 14.

The reSignaTorS play alongside The aFTerbeaT at the 
royal albert on July 14.

cheering For The baD gUy and ben wyTincK play the 
Times change(d) high & lonesome club on July 14.

centennial concert hall presents blUe Man groUp on July 
16 and July 17.

it’s metal mayhem with TyranTS DeMiSe, ninJaSpy, KyoK-
TyS and eyaM at ozzy’s on July 15.

roMi MayeS and The perpS drink their weight while playing 
at the Times change(d) on July 15.

The broadway neighbourhood centre hosts a picnic For 
olD & new FrienDS with erica MarKS, Db blUeS banD, 
chriS palMer, DeUxieMe TaKe, priMroSe and much more 
on July 16.

billy Joe green’s video release party is set with loST pri-
oriTy and priMaTiVe at the pyramid cabaret on July 16.

DarK DarK DarK bring their unique piano-driven atmo-
sphere to the wecc with narwhal STriKe and DeMeTra on 
July 20.

Ukrainian-rock act ZraDa celebrates its ep release for Fare-
well and Thanks for the all the gypsies at the pyramid caba-
ret on wednesday, July 20.

eFFecT anD caUSe, SalinaS and liTTle hoUSe play ozzy’s 
on July 20.

THURSDAY, JULY 21 to WEDNESDAY, 
JULY 27

From July 21 to July 24, the 27th annual branDon FolK, 
MUSic anD arT FeSTiVal features another a great lineup 
with TeQUila MocKingbirD orcheSTra, The SheepDogS, 
Ferron, Dan bern, Mariachi ghoST, roMi MayeS elecTric 
Trio, MagniFicanT 7’S, The bUrning hell, wax ManneQUin 
and much more.

yee-haw! it’s the ManiToba STaMpeDe & exhibiTion featur-
ing a pro-rodeo, chuckwagon racing and an agricultural fair. 
runs from Thursday, July 21 until Sunday, July 24 in Mor-
ris, Man.

lebeaTo and DJ rob Vilar rocks the boat on the M.S. river 
rouge on July 21.

hopefully the party doesn’t suck with ThiS parTy SUcKS and 
on call heroeS at the wecc on July 22.

ThiS hiSSeS release their much anticipated debut album 
Surf noir at the pyramid with The lonely VUlcanS and The 
girTh on Saturday, July 23.

it’s gonna get sloppy with alcoholic whiTe TraSh at the 
cavern along with TroUSer MoUTh, leSbian FiST MagneT, 
proSTiToTS and The bUShTiTS on July 23.

Slayer!!!!!!!!! MTS centre!!!!!!!! July 27!!!!!!!!!

post Slayer check out exhUMeD with Macabre, cephalic 
carnage, wiThereD and pUTreScence at the royal albert 
on July 27.

author, actor, musician and funny man STeVe MarTin plays 
with the Steep canyon rangers at the pantages playhouse 
theatre on wednesday, July 27.

The Downtown biZ’s free oUT To lUnch summer concert 
series continues with canadian Folk Music award winner 
Don aMero at air canada park on July 27.

THURSDAY, JULY 28 to WEDNESDAY, 
AUgUST 3

The wag is featuring JaZZ on The rooFTop all summer long 
with bJorn ThoroDDSen, richarD gilliS, gilleS FoUrnier 
and will bonneSS on July 28.

The MaSon racK banD plays the park Theatre café, July 28.

bean’s on the cube in old Market Square on July 29.

The fifth annual Fire & waTer MUSic FeSTiVal hits lac du 
bonnet on the august long weekend which is somehow from 
July 29 to 31. Featuring: roMi MayeS, anDrew ScoTT, oh My 
Darling, The crooKeD broTherS, FUbUKi DaiKo and much 
more.

MonTy yanKS and The experienceS rock the Zoo on July 
30th.

Free music at the lyric Theatre in assiniboine park contin-
ues with STeVe oliVer on July 31.

THURSDAY, AUgUST 4 to WEDNES-
DAY, AUgUST 10

papa MaMbo play winnipeg art gallery's JaZZ on The rooF-
Top series on aug. 4.

The greaT wooDS MUSic FeSTiVal features The rooT in 
FlUenTS, John priMer anD The real Deal blUeS banD, 
braiThwaiTe & whiTeley, The lionel yoUng banD, J.w. 
JoneS, lynDon John x, The aFTerparTy and more. check 
it out in great woods park, beausejour from aug. 4 until 

aug. 6.

The wiggleS’ big birThDay ToUr plays to loads of scream-
ing kids at the MTS centre, aug. 4.

Vancouver gospel group The SoJoUrnerS return to winni-
peg at the west end cultural centre on Thursday, aug. 4.

another august means another arSonFeST. hardcore fans 
get ready for total destruction all weekend long at the 
Death Trap with ahna, archagaThUS, blooDy phoenix, 
cooKeD anD eaTen, enabler, haggaTha, oSK, pUTreS-
cence, willing FeeT, wolbachia, hanD oF The horSe-
wiTch, Scab SMoKer and much more. aug. 5 until aug. 7.

will the Times change(d) high and lonesome club stage fit 
both the The TeQUila MocKingbirD orcheSTra and The 
MagniFicenT 7s? we will see on Saturday, aug. 6.

Jazz act nighTFall plays the prairie ink restaurant on 
aug. 6.

The MUSic in The ceMeTery series wraps up with char-
Maine bacon at the St. James cemetery on aug. 10.

The winnipeg SyMphony orcheSTra is performing for the 
public in old Market Square on wednesday, aug. 10.

THURSDAY, AUgUST 11 to WEDNES-
DAY, AUgUST 17

a Manitoba festival tradition in ontario? The TroUT For-
eST MUSic FeSTiVal features great local acts such as Don 
aMero, Vince anDrUShKo, crooKeD broTherS, chic 
gaMine, MaTT epp, anDrew neVille & The poor choiceS 
and more. ear Falls waterfront park, ear Falls, ont., aug. 12 
until aug. 14.

pUnch, loMa prieTa, TU SUFreS and egypTian arTSTriKe 
play the Death Trap on aug. 12.

The MiniSTerS oF cool play the lyric Theatre in assiniboine 
park on aug. 16.

Folk artist Mary gaUThier stops by the west end cultural 
centre, aug. 18.

THURSDAY, AUgUST 18 to WEDNES-
DAY, AUgUST 24

Do you like music? Do you like fishing? Do you like merri-
ment? The rainbow TroUT MUSic FeSTiVal anD FiShing 
Derby is slowly becoming one of the best local music festi-
vals of the year. Find out why by checking it out Friday, aug. 
19 until aug. 21. This year’s performers include The eMpTy 
STanDarDS, The JD eDwarDS banD, DeparTUreS, SMoKy 
Tiger, VaMpireS, MagnUM K.i., abSenT SoUnD, UlTra Mega, 
ToMe Keenan, SweeT alibi and much more.

rocK on The range returns to the canad inns Stadium on 
aug. 20 with alice in chainS, SUM 41, eVaneSence, The 
SheepDogS, loaDeD and more.

pUShing DaiSieS play a free show as part of the DownTown 
SUMMer concerT SerieS at air canada park on aug. 24.

THURSDAY, AUgUST 25 to WEDNES-
DAY, AUgUST 31

will it be worth it to go to blinK 182 at the MTS centre just 
to see ranciD and againST Me on aug. 25? we’ll find out.

Vile inTenT destroys eardrums with wolbachia, wolFS-
blooD, ViolenT gorge on aug. 31 at the royal albert.

Opera and garage rock, together at last
This hisses debut with 
Surf noir

SAMUEL SWANSON
VOLUNTEER STAFF

Just home from Toronto’s North by North-
east Music Festival, This Hisses played Old 
Market Square on June 18 to kick-off the 
Winnipeg Jazz Festival and have had a busy 
weekend touring their haunting surf sound 
– a genre that became the name of their 
upcoming debut album, Surf Noir.

Characterized by Julia Ryckman’s oper-
atic voice and commanding presence, Patrick 
Short’s post-punk influenced grungy guitar 
riffs and JP Perron’s tempo-shifting, surf-style 
drumming, This Hisses have built a reputa-
tion as a band to watch. 

However, when they first got together to 
jam, they didn’t even know they would be a 
band.

“It was purely a recording project at first, 
but the chemistry was so good we were like, 
no, this is a good band, we’re gonna do this 
all the way,” Ryckman says.

Wanting to get in the studio to lay down 
previously unrecorded songs from her last 
project, The Gorgon, Ryckman enlisted the 
help of former Mahogany Frog drummer 
Perron as well as Short, who played in Elec-
tric Candles and Under Pressure.

Since then the band has been signed to 
local label Transistor 66, and is set to release 
Surf Noir with a show at the Pyramid Caba-
ret on Saturday, July 23.

Much of the band’s publicity so far has 
been about Ryckman putting her opera back-
ground to use in a garage rock context. Her 

study of voice at the Royal Conservatory of 
Music has influenced her songwriting and 
lyrics.

“A lot of my vocal melodies were written 
before the words, and the melody dictated 
the direction of the lyrics completely because 
there are certain parts in the song where I 
want a certain phrasing, so I need a certain 
vowel there to carry that phrase,” Ryckman 
says. “It’s not the only factor, but it’s a major 
factor in my lyrics writing.”

Another major influence in her lyrics is her 
degree in English literature, an accomplish-
ment shared by Short.

“How you see the world is how you use 
words,” Ryckman says. “Symbolism and 
imagery, and how you put a sentence together 
is something that, having done an English 
degree, you can’t not think about.”

This Hisses was described by the host at the 
Old Market Square show as one of the most 
exciting bands in Winnipeg to watch live. 

Certainly, a lot of that comes from Per-
ron’s hyperactive drumming that’s visually 
somewhere between Keith Moon and Ani-
mal from The Muppets.

“We’re trying to take it as it comes right 
now,” Perron says of the band’s future plans. 

“We’re trying to play good shows, and 
we practice a lot and try to make our shows 
really good for the audience and really good 
for us.”

This hisses releases Surf noir on Saturday, July 23 
at the pyramid cabaret
The lonely Vulcans and The girth will also perform
advance tickets are $10 at into the Music, Music 
Trader, Kustom Kulture and Urban waves, or $12 at 
the door
Doors open at 10 p.m.
Download three songs for free at  
http://bit.ly/Thishisses
Visit www.myspace.com/thishisses

MUSIC LISTINGS

brian wilson meets David lynch: Julia ryckman, Jp perron and patrick Short describe the This hisses sound as 
"surf noir."

TYLER FUNK
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eleventh annual arsonfest 
showcases great bands 
from across north 
america and raises money 
for a good cause 

LEE REPkO
VOLUNTEER STAFF

Two months before the 2011 Arsonfest, festi-
val organizer, metal promoter and musician 
Mike Alexander is looking back at how it all 
began 11 years ago.

“The first year it was called the Winnipeg 
Hardcore Festival,” Alexander says. “Hard-
core for me meant all things rad and dirty in 
music, but others gave me a hard time about 
the name.

“We changed the name the next year and 
got all sorts of other trouble from the mayor’s 
office and the fire department because the 
name invokes a really strong reaction,” Alex-
ander continues. “There was some unintended 
media coverage and attention of the (Univer-
sity of Winnipeg Students’ Association) that 
came from the name, but we decided to keep 
it instead of changing it again.”

The name Arsonfest sparks an immediate 
gut reaction from anyone who hears it. Arson 
has a long history in Winnipeg that has left 
citizens dead and property lost. 

The destruction that is often associated 
with fire in an urban setting is always imme-
diately tragic. 

However, as in nature, fire is always fol-
lowed by re-growth and new life, another 
aspect of an incendiary and extreme music 
festival that might illuminate a little more 
about the name.

Arsonfest was inspired by the More Than 
Music Festival in Dayton, Ohio – a bene-
fit festival that combined music and social 
activism. Alexander explains that Arsonfest 
has always held itself accountable to its com-
munity and has been a way for him to give 
back. 

“Punk for me hasn’t always been about 
putting on shows and paying bands money 
– it is about social responsibility,” he says. 
“Music and ideas are supposed to be a pro-
gressive sentiment and this is about raising 
money for someone else in our community 
– something that has never changed (about 
the festival).”

Alexander has chosen to support his com-
munity again this year by donating the pro-

ceeds from the festival to the Powwow to 
Honour Children (who have died as a result 
of violence).

“The life story of Phoenix Sinclair is tragi-
cally sad and has an abrupt ending,” explains 
Alexander, who is a part of Swan Lake First 
Nation. “And in Manitoba a lot of us here 
live in the shadow of this tragedy.”

Phoenix Sinclair was a five-year-old girl 
from Fisher River First Nation, about two 
hours north of Winnipeg. Her life was full of 
torment at the hands of her mother, Saman-
tha Kematch, and stepfather, Karl McKay, 
who eventually killed her.

Their defence council deemed the treat-
ment she received while alive “horrific.” Her 
body was found wrapped in plastic in a shal-
low grave at the edge of the garbage dump. 

Sinclair had broken bones throughout her 
body when she died.

“I feel like I am straddling two communi-
ties – one of metal and one of thinking about 
powwows,” Alexander says. “(Powwows are) 
a place of celebration (and) this one is to pay 
tribute to those children. It is important to 
take time aside to process grief and process 
trauma and deal with those kind of things.”

“With … the justice system the way it 
is, these kids are totally at risk of being sub-
ject to horrible things, and Phoenix is just an 
example.”

An example that is not easily forgotten.
“We must remember and honour,” Alex-

ander says. “That’s just the way it is for me.”

Arsonfest takes place at the Death Trap at 93 
Albert St from Aug. 5 to Aug. 7. All ages wel-
come. Visit Arsonfest on Facebook at http://
on.fb.me/Arsonfest2011.

Extreme music and social responsibility

organizing arsonfest is a labour of love for Mike alexander, left.
JON SCHLEDEWITZ

The arSonFeST 2011 line-Up

friday, aUG. 5
Doors at 9:30 p.m. 
Music at 10 p.m. 
$10 at the door

Mares of Thrace (alberta) 
Vilipend (ontario) 
wolbachia 
cooked and eaten (b.c.) 
Violent gorge 
willing Feet

saTUrday, aUG. 6
Doors at 9:30 p.m. 
Music at 10 p.m. 
$13 at the door

bloody phoenix (california) 
haggatha (b.c.) 
archagathus 
putrescence 
enabler (wisconsin) 
osk (b.c.) 
wake (alberta)

sUnday, aUG. 7
Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
Music at 8 p.m. 
$10 at the door

Subjugation (b.c.) 
Urine cop (illinois) 
hand of the horsewitch (b.c.) 
ahna (b.c.) 
Scab Smoker 
cetascean

Mike Alexander’s Arsonfest has established 
itself as the premiere summer destination for 
prairie punks and grinders looking for the 
best in extreme music from around North 
America. 

This year, bands from as far away as Cali-
fornia (Bloody Phoenix) join locals who have 
just come off U.S. tours (Cetascean and Will-
ing Feet). 

Fiercely DIY, this festival runs on volun-
teer power and the generosity of many musi-
cians who play for barely gas money. Here are 
some highlights.

Mares of Thrace
Friday, aug. 5
Calgarians Mares of Thrace have been around 
since 2009. Blabbermouth referred to them 
as “a figurative bag filled with ’90s post-punk 
and AmRep-ish sounds, and face-melting 
sludge from this decade or the last,” so let’s 
roll with that description even though they 
left out the kittens being lowered into the 
woodchippers. 

“Arsonfest is awesome because it keeps 
turning into a yearly congregation of all our 
best friends in all the sickest independent 
extreme bands, in one of our favourite cities,” 
says band member Thérèse Lanz.

Enabler
Saturday, aug. 6
From Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Enabler joins 
the throng of acts that have come from

the cheese-lovin’, union-bashin’ state to 
grace the Arsonfest stages (Northless and 
Half-

Gorilla have both made lasting impres-
sions). Blasting hardcore with a relentless 
grind

and thrash backbeat, this band is an all-go-
no-slow noise attack that Sputnik Music calls 
“the musical equivalent to being boiled alive, 
tarred and feathered.”

Scab Smoker
Sunday, aug. 7
“We just wanted a band name that everybody 
would remember,” says Scab Smoker’s

James Korba. And we do remember it. 
Stoner sludgy doom is what immediately 
comes to mind but these adjectives hardly do 
them justice. The muck that they mire them-
selves in is slow and low – down-tuned and 
dirty at a glacial pace. For now, their lack of 
huge equipment still lends their sound to a 
minimalist aesthetic.

Three to see at this year’s Arsonfest

The members of calgary's Mares of Thrace are looking forward to headlining the first night of arsonfest.
CAMILLE ELISE
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Documentary explores 
the career of lesbian, folk-
singing Kiwi comedy duo

NICHOLAS FRIESEN
VOLUNTEER

The Topp Twins: Untouchable Girls
Directed by leanne pooley, 2009
84 minutes
Plays at Cinematheque July 30 (7 and 9 p.m.), July 31, Aug. 3 and Aug. 
4 (7 p.m.), Aug. 5 and Aug. 6 (9 p.m.)

I’m torn on this film. On the one hand, it is 
an engaging, introspective documentary about 
trailblazing musicians who have stood up 
against social norms. 

On the other hand, it’s about a musical com-
edy duo whose songs are barely listenable and 
only considered comedy on the most basic 
level.

Essentially, this review is going to spend time 
discussing what makes this a strong documen-
tary film, because it does tell an interesting and 
important story, and it tells it well. 

Jools and Linda Topp, currently age 53, are les-
bian folk singers from New Zealand, who found 
fame in the early ‘80s with their unique brand 
of in-your-face folk/yodel/country music. 

Not a pair to mask its lyrics in any flowery 
delivery (or hide their homosexuality from any-
one), all the cards are on the table in a simple, 
straightforward manor. 

The film follows the evolution from busk-
ing street performances to a cabaret act, all the 
way to a performance on the 1983 New Zealand 
Music Awards and beyond. 

In the ‘90s, Linda and Jools became equally 
well known as a comedic duo, with numer-
ous characters (Ken & Ken, Camp Mother & 
Camp Leader) that they would perform in a live 

setting and on television. 
The Topp Twins are noted for being incred-

ibly positive homosexual role models, as most 
lesbians in the media of the early ‘80s were 
known for depraved acts of murder and men-
tal illness. 

That, and it is all delivered in a likeable coun-
try music package that flips the genre on its 
head.

The film dances between recent performances 
of the Topp Twins’ greatest hits, interview seg-
ments with the subjects, and interviews with 

various friends and admirers, including politi-
cians, activists, comedians and musicians. (In 
one segment, singer Billy Bragg refers to them 
as an “anarchist variety act.”)

The format works well, and only gets old 
when all of the songs begin to sound the same 
after a while.

The Topp Twins: Untouchable Girls is a won-
derful document of an incredibly positive 
career. 

Certain tours are highlighted, such as the 
1985 Nuclear Free Zone Tour and 1989’s Gypsy 
Caravan Tour (in which the duo traveled in a 
caravan pulled by a tractor), which paint a pic-
ture of just how unique this Kiwi comedy team 
are. 

It’s not quite Tegan and Sara meets Flight of 
the Conchords, but definitely a story worth a 
darn.

An interesting and important story

Directed by former winnipegger leanne pooley, The Topp Twins: Untouchable girls is the personal story of two 
yodeling, country-singing and dancing lesbian twin sisters from new Zealand named Jools and lynda Topp.

COURTESY WFG

FILM

The naTional parKS proJecT is a ground-
breaking collaborative art project about cana-
da’s national parks. Thirteen acclaimed cana-
dian directors have created a series of beau-
tiful films that feature canada’s parks from 
coast to coast. The soundtracks that accom-
pany the films are provided by some of can-
ada’s best musicians including Sam roberts, 
John K. Samson, christine Fellows, Kathleen 
edwards and many more. The films premier on 
canada Day at the cinematheque, Friday, July 
1 at 7 p.m. The series continues on Saturday 
July 2 at 7 p.m., Sunday, July 3 at 7 p.m. and 
wednesday, July 6 at 7 p.m.

The special winnipeg presentation of SUiTe 
SUiTe chinaTown features seven award-win-
ning chinese canadian filmmakers from the 
gTa who were asked by the reel asian festi-
val, “what is your chinatown?” The response 
is a diverse array of cross-genre cinema. The 
films screen Thursday, July 7 at 7 p.m. at the 
cinematheque.

The winnipeg Film group is once again present-
ing the 90-second QUicKie FilMMaKing chal-
lenge. it’s an open invite to all canadian film-
makers to make a short film, no longer than 90 
seconds. The deadline for submissions is July 
14 with a grand screening of the films on July 
27 at 7 p.m. at the cinematheque. For more info 
on how to submit contact aaron Zeghers at 
atozeghers@hotmail.com.

The winnipeg Film group’s SUMMer Teen FilM 
caMp starts July 18 and goes until aug. 1. The 
camp exposes teens to the basic components 
of film and video production. There are two 
sessions for the summer. contact Darcy Fehr 
at 925-3450 or darcy@winnipegfilmgroup.com 
for more info.

The giMli FilM FeSTiVal returns July 20 until 
July 24. The festival showcases over 80 fea-
tures, documentaries and shorts from winni-
peg and around the world. This year the gFF 
2011 is promising to showcase the best new 
films from canada’s most promising directors. 
For more info and complete schedule go to 
www.gimlifilm.com.

assiniboine park will be screening free fam-
ily films for the public all august at the park’s 
lyric Theatre beginning with happy FeeT and 
aVaTar on aug. 5 at 7 p.m. on aug. 12, nighT 
aT The MUSeUM will be showing alongside 
lorD oF The ringS: The FellowShip oF The 
ring starting at 7 p.m. ice age 2 and raiD-
erS oF The loST arK will be showing on aug. 
19 starting at 7 p.m. The film series will wrap 
up with MonSTerS VS. alienS and Top gUn on 
aug. 26 starting at 7 p.m.

LITERATURE

Donn hanna launches his new book prai-
rie wool: historically Significant observations 
and Tales from the Saskatchewan back roads 
in the Travel alcove at Mcnally robinson on 
wednesday, July 6.

assistant professor of sociology at the Univer-
sity of Manitoba chriSTopher powell pres-
ents his controversial thesis with his book 
barbaric civilization: a critical Sociology of 
genocide on Thursday, July 14 at Mcnally rob-
inson's prairie ink restaurant at 8 p.m. pow-
ell’s work attempts to answer unsettling ques-
tions about the contradictions between sup-
posed civilized societies and genocide.

Join author gary KinSMan on Thursday, July 
21, at 7 p.m. at Mondragon café and bookstore 
for the book launch of The canadian war on 
Queers: national Security as Sexual regulation 
by gary Kinsman and patrizia gentile. Selected 
for the 2011 over the rainbow book list, The 
canadian war on Queers explores how from 
the 1950s to the late 1990s, agents of the state 
spied on, interrogated and harassed gays and 
lesbians in canada. Kinsman will present the 
book as a warm-up to the 2nd international 
copwatching conference. Visit conference.win-
nipegcopwatch.org for more info.

winnipeg Free press gardening columnist col-
leen ZachariaS is presenting a gardening 
workshop at Mcnally robinson on wednesday, 
July 27 at 7:30 p.m.

GALLERIES & MUSEUMS

Throughout July and august the Transcona 
historical Museum is hosting the 9th annual 
KiDSQUeST! This annual self-led scaven-
ger hunt encourages kids from five to 15 
to explore their very own backyard on the 
streets of Transcona. booklets can be picked 
up from the Transcona Museum from Mon-
day through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
every participant that completes their Kid-
sQuest booklet leaves with a prize and a 
chance to win a grand prize. Kids from five to 
12 are also welcome to drop in to the museum 
every wednesday and Saturday, from July 6 
through aug. 24, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. for free 
craft workshops and stories about the his-
tory of the area. For more information contact 
laura Milette at 222-0423 or email: communi-
cations@transconamuseum.mb.ca.

photographic installation ManneQUinS oF 
pUerTo VallarTa and performance la 
MorDiDa by connie chappel and Sarah 
McQUeSTon will be appearing at the outworks 
art gallery from July 12 until July 23.

powerfully acted, gorgeous-
looking film self-destructs 
in the end

TIMOTHY PENNER
VOLUNTEER STAFF

son of the sunshine
Directed by ryan ward, 2009
88 minutes
Plays at Cinematheque Aug. 12-14 and 17 at 7 p.m.

Any actor given the task of portraying a charac-
ter with a debilitating disease such as Tourette’s 
syndrome has to walk a fine line between real-
ism and caricature. 

Ryan Ward, the Portage La Prairie-born 
writer/director/star of Son of the Sunshine, walks 
that line well, managing to pull off a surprisingly 
nuanced and sensitive depiction.

Ward plays Sonny Johnns who, after strug-
gling with Tourette’s syndrome for 24 years, 
undergoes an experimental procedure that man-
ages to free him of the tics and tremors that have 
been a constant part of his life. 

His newfound cure, however, hardly reduces 
the amount of tribulations in his life. 

Sonny’s mother (JoAnn Nordstrom) is a her-
oin addict; her boyfriend/dealer is abusive; his sis-
ter (Shantelle Canzanese) has left home because 
of problems with their mother; and Sonny’s first 
attempt at love lands him in the arms of a bipo-
lar drug addict, Arielle (Rebecca McMahon), 
who appears to be just a younger version of his 
mother.

The story to this point is slightly melodramatic, 
but the grittiness of the presentation makes for a 
visceral viewing experience. 

Add in some wonderfully done, Terrence Mal-
ick-style expressionistic passages, and the film 
seems to be heading in the satisfying direction of 
many painful, yet beautiful independent films.

Then the third act begins and things go hor-

ribly wrong.
It’s hard to say too much about what follows 

without spoiling the ending, although a spoiled 
ending hardly seems to be a concern for the film-
makers in question.

Essentially what began as a hyper-realist melo-
drama degrades into an episode of Degrassi Junior 
High with a twist so overwrought that it reaches 
the level of self-destruction rarely seen outside 
of an attempt by Spielberg to make a fourth 
Indiana Jones movie.

In fact, the strange twist begs the question, 
“Just how many comic book-obsessed teenagers 
were in the focus group that is responsible for this 
ending?”

To his credit, Ward is attempting something 
quite difficult as he works to channel the tradi-
tion of magic realism, a trope of directors like 
Ingmar Bergman.

However, the line between magic realism and 
silliness is even finer than the one Ward has been 
navigating in his performance.

It really is a shame that an otherwise fascinat-
ing film has been marred in the final reel.

That being said, the acting is powerful, the 

direction is strong, the photography is gorgeous 
and at its best moments, Ward’s film is a com-
pelling character study of life on the margins of 
society.

Melodrama and strange plot twists

a scene from Son of the Sunshine.
COURTESY RYAN WARD

FILM REVIEWS

In one segment, singer Billy 
Bragg refers to the Topp twins 
as an “anarchist variety act.”
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AARON SNIDER
VOLUNTEER STAFF

The congested traffic and unsightly barricades 
will last for two years, but in the end, Osborne 
Street will have more than just a rehabilitated 
bridge. 

With support from the Winnipeg Arts Coun-
cil (WAC) and extensive input from a Neigh-
bourhood Advisory Committee (NAC), the 
project will incorporate a level of public art that 
may become the new standard for similar proj-
ects in the city.

Matt Chislett, a civil engineer for the City of 
Winnipeg and project manager for the Osborne 
Bridge Rehabilitation, said the NAC’s input was 
essential.

“What we heard from the public was that 
they didn’t want a cookie-cutter bridge,” he 
said. 

Nick Kowalchuk, executive director of the 
Gas Station Arts Centre in Osborne Village and 
a member of the NAC, said the aesthetic nature 
of the rehabilitated bridge was one of his cen-
tral concerns.

“If you recall the current bridge, or some-
thing like the Disraeli Bridge, they’re very func-
tional but not artistic at all,” Kowalchuk said. “I 
think that having some artistic input added to 

the bridge is encouraged.”
To make this particular community aspi-

ration into a reality, the WAC invited certain 
groups and artists to present their proposals for 
the bridge. 

The council selected Eduardo Aquino and 
Karen Shanski, both professors of architecture 
at the University of Manitoba and founding 
members of the arts, architecture and design 
practice spmb (São Paulo-Manitoba), to work 
on the project. 

Aquino praised the early and meaningful 
collaboration between the artists and the engi-
neers.

“The project was very well organized by the 
Winnipeg Arts Council,” he said. “Usually what 
happens with architectural or engineering proj-
ects is that it’s always the last thing to come in 
the process, which makes it much more chal-
lenging and difficult to find a vocation for the 
artists in something that’s already done.”

“It’s very true when you actually engage the 
artists from the very beginning of the project, 
especially in this case as part of a collabora-
tive design team, we can adapt the art in much 
more integral ways than something that is just 
attached to it,” Aquino said.

Chislett agrees. 
“In a few other bridges and sites within the 

city, the WAC has co-operated and we’ve had 
public art, but it’s always been more of a stand-
alone feature and it hasn’t been integrated,” 
Chislett said.

“Instead of art just being an afterthought to 
fix something, or art as a band-aid, art becomes 
really an integral part of the project,” Aquino 
said. “There isn’t a separation between what 
urban space is and what art is.”

Spmb’s approach to the project stems from 
Aquino’s and Shanski’s extensive experience in 
working with public art.

“We often say that we are not artists in the 
studio, we operate in the city,” Aquino said. 
“Because of that we look for opportunities in 
the city to generate the art.”

With more than 40 years of experience 

between them, the two artists have developed 
an intricate and delicate philosophy that, rather 
than combining art and architecture, strives to 
render the difference between them irrelevant. 

“Infrastructure as an idea resides in an unspo-
ken, subdued level of perception in terms of the 
urban space. But what interests us is that we 
can think of infrastructure as art,” said Aquino. 
“Our aesthetic approach is to have a very subtle, 
elegant, discreet presence, which leads to mini-
malist choices. Everything is embedded into the 
bridge structure.”

Apart from a purely aesthetic preference, 
however, the amount of artwork on the bridge 
will need to show an understanding of those 
who will be using and enjoying the finished 
product.

“We find that there is more to public space 
than public art,” Aquino said. 

“I think a successful public art project is the 
one that would listen as much as possible to as 
many constituencies as possible,” he added.

“What we find really challenging is to widen 
the range of possibilities and the range of rela-
tionships between the art and the people as 
much as possible so that people feel directly 
implicated in the work and validated through 
the work.”

The community connection will really be the 
ultimate test for spmb’s contributions. 

Kowalchuk said that given the constraints of 
the nature of the project, he believes it will suc-
ceed in this regard.

“I think it will tie in the neighbourhood and 
the area, but it will be a bit lower key than if 
it was a new bridge,” Kowalchuk said. “What 
you have to realize is that the Osborne Bridge is 
an upgrade and not a reconstruction. With the 
upgrade it’s somewhat limited in terms of the 
design of the bridge.”

Aquino acknowledged the engineering con-
straints of the rehabilitation process, but said: 
“We are strong advocates for any kind of poetic 
expression. Every genre of art has a valuable 
place in society and the culture in general.”

Art and infrastructure unite

“Instead of art just being an 
afterthought to fix something, 
or art as a band-aid, art 
becomes really an integral 
part of the project. There 
isn’t a separation between 
what urban space is and what 
art is.” 
 – eDUarDo aQUino, archiTecTUre proFeSSor, 
UniVerSiTy oF ManiToba

part of the osborne bridge rehabilitation includes incorporating art by Karen Shanski and eduardo aquino, U of M professors who blur the line between art and architecture.

plug in institute of contemporary art pres-
ents FronTrUnnerS a multi-exhibition proj-
ect that recognizes the impact of the indian 
group of Seven a.k.a. proFeSSional naTiVe 
inDian arTiSTS' inc. Their art and story is a 
starting point for discussing the history of 
artistic and political action within winnipeg 
by artists of aboriginal ancestry. The exhi-
bition runs until July 24. The project fea-
tures work by alex JanVier, Daphne oDJig, 
JoSeph SancheZ, norVal MorriSSeaU, 
JacKSon bearDy, carl ray, eDDy cobineSS, 
loUiS ogeMah, JacKie TraVerSe, liTa Fon-
Taine and Darryl nepinaK.

noT a Day goeS by is an exhibition show-
ing at the graffiti gallery until aug. 12. The 
exhibition is a celebration of the life of influ-
ential skateboarder Jai S. pereira and fea-
tures artwork by chaD wooDley, Sean caMp-
bell, braM aDey, paT laZo, JeSSe perraUlT, 
JaMeS VanDal, MaTT STeVenS and cyrUS 
SMiTh, along with photography by caM niK-
Kel, Jon SchleDewiTZ, greg haSbeeK, brian 
peech and John grigley.

The QUilT oF belonging is a collaborative 
art project consisting of 263 unique and indi-
vidualized panels, forming a completed tap-
estry measuring 10 feet tall and 120 feet long. 
The work speaks to canada’s unique heritage 
and will be featured at the wag until aug. 21.

The works of artist williaM bryMner (1855-
1925) are featured at the wag until aug. 21. 
brymner’s work has been regarded as a major 
influence on important canadian artists like 
a.y. Jackson, Maurice cullen, and James wil-
son Morrice. williaM bryMner: arTiST, 
Teacher, colleagUe comprises 60 works 
by the Scottish-born artist as well as his stu-
dents and peers including horaTio walKer, 
Marc-aUrele De Foy SUZor-coTe, JaMeS 
wilSon Morrice and MaUrice cUllen.

can't wait until the canaDian MUSeUM For 
hUMan righTS opens? perimeter tours have 
started for the summer running from now 
until Sept. 4. Tours are from Thursday to Sun-
day at 9:15 a.m., 10:30 a.m. (French only), 1:30 
p.m. and 3:30 p.m. all tours are free. registra-
tions are recommended but walk-ins are wel-
come. For more info or to book a tour consult 
tours@museumforhumanrights.ca or phone 
289-2016.

The Manitoba Museum presents reeDS anD 
wool: paTTerneD ScreenS oF cenTral 
aSia, an exhibition featuring rich and unique 
decorative reed screens, carpets and fibre 
weavings made by Kyrgyz women. These 
mindblowing weavings are featured at the 
musuem until Sept. 5 in Festival hall.

ever want to know what it takes to pre-
serve rare artifacts? The Manitoba Musuem 
is presenting MUSeUM 911, an exhibition that 
explores how the museum’s conservators 
save history from time, pests and humidity 
and what this can mean for you and your own 
precious objects. The exhibition is on until 
oct. 16 in the ew Discovery room.

carl beaM, one of canada’s leading contem-
porary aboriginal artists is featured at the 
winnipeg art gallery until Sept. 11. The exhi-
bition consists of 48 of beam’s most remark-
able works including his powerful large-scale 
paintings.

The engaging connecTionS exhibition by 
alan McTaViSh, MargaUriTe Krahn and 
ingriD McMillian will be running until oct. 11 
at the buhler gallery at St. boniface hospital.

THEATRE, DANCE & COMEDY

rumor's comedy club's FUnnieST perSon 
wiTh a Day Job competition continues on 
wednesday, July 6 at 6 p.m. now that winni-
peg's amateur scene has kicked it up a notch, 
local comics can expect some stiff comedic 
competitive behaviour while you can expect 
to laugh your ass off. The headlining comic 
will be larS callieoU.

caTS is on winnipeg's rainbow Stage until 
July 10.

crass comedian and the voice of amer-
ica DoUg STanhope returns to winnipeg at 
ozzy’s on July 13.

Step right up, ladies and gentlemen! big Top 
Fringe begins on July 13 and runs until July 
24. The 24th annual Fringe TheaTre FeSTiVal 
features over 150 theatrical dramas, come-
dies, musical and dance shows throughout 
winnipeg. as always, there will be free enter-
tainment at the Fringe Fairground a.k.a. old 
Market Square in the exchange District.

eric SchwarTZ'S enDleSS SUMMer coMeDy 
ToUr continues on wednesday, July 20 at the 
academy. Showtime at 7 p.m. until 10 p.m.

based on the poetry of John waters, hair-
Spray is coming to rainbow Stage with 
cheers star george wenDT as loveable plus-
size heroine, Tracy Turnblad. aug. 4 until 
aug. 21.

The critically acclaimed musical wicKeD also 
aims to be a hit this summer at the centen-
nial concert hall. The show hits winnipeg 
aug. 24 until Sept. 4.

The open mic comedy night at the Standard 
is hosted by MiKe green every Thursday at 
8:30 p.m.

osborne bridge project brings community’s and artists’ input to the drawing board

COLIN VANDENBERG

The UniTer
 returns to its weekly publishing schedule 

starting Sept. 1

Interested in getting involved at the paper? 
email editor@uniter.ca

www.uniter.ca



www.UniTer.ca

Arts & Culture14
The UniTer       June 29, 2011

95.9 FM cKUw caMpUS/coMMUniTy raDio
Top 10 cD – albUMS

June 20-26, 2011
! = local content * = canadian content

Tw         artist               recording    Label

1!   The Details    Lost Art     Parliament of Trees
2!   Greg Arcade    In... Hawaii     A1
3!   The Vibrating Beds    The Vibrating Beds 7-inch   Transistor 66
4*   Fucked up    David Comes To Life    Matador
5*   Miesha And The Spanks    Gods of Love    Transistor 66
6   TV On The Radio    Nine Types Of Light    Interscope
7!    The Blowholes    The Blowholes    Transistor 66
8!   Romi Mayes    Lucky Tonight    Self-Released
9*   Austra    Feel It Break     Paper Bag
10!   Smoky Tiger    The Flood of Tigrzlove    Self-Released

across

1 – Tending to a definite end 

6 – heroic adventure tale 

10 – Turkish honorific 

14 – new york city 

15 – banned apple spray 

16 – intend 

17 – boatswain 

18 – Sci-fi princess 

19 – actress heche 

20 – pretentious display 

23 – Flared 

27 – lawful 

28 – Do followers 

29 – Stool pigeon 

34 – Do penance 

36 – earth tone 

37 – bad review 

40 – Describe fully 

43 – Med. specialty 

44 – one on track? 

45 – Fragment 

46 – Thrills 

48 – gumbo ingredient 

49 – Talk 

53 – corn 

55 – having five digits on each hand 

60 – river in central Switzerland 

61 – ___ breve 

62 – last letter of the greek alpha-

bet 

67 – Sgts., e.g. 

68 – it may be happy 

69 – brilliant 

70 – Salmon that has spawned 

71 – bottom of the barrel 

72 – perfect places

down

1 – clumsy boat 

2 – DDe's command 

3 – Fleur-de-___ 

4 – hosp. area 

5 – boat often made of birchbark, 

canvas, or fiberglass 

6 – cure, in a way 

7 – "hard ___!" (sailor's yell) 

8 – profit 

9 – i smell ___! 

10 – Fine fiddle 

11 – photo finish? 

12 – capital of Vietnam 

13 – concerning 

21 – radical '60s org. 

22 – warns 

23 – clamp 

24 – admit 

25 – less than lively 

26 – bluish white metallic element 

30 – puccini heroine 

31 – eight singers 

32 – Midway alternative 

33 – ___-x 

35 – exclamation of triumph 

37 – anorak 

38 – pong maker 

39 – Sherpa's home 

41 – ___ de mer 

42 – Desktop picture 

47 – express 

49 – hit bottom? 

50 – Freedom from war 

51 – Sign up 

52 – bikini blast 

54 – covering for the hand 

56 – wonka's creator 

57 – burn soother 

58 – hint 

59 – Sailors 

63 – central 

64 – holiday start 

65 – Martini liquor 

66 – commercials 

BESTCROSSWORDS.COM

crossword puzzle & Sudoku 27
Solutions to this week’s sudoku and crossword posted online and in next month's issue.

WWW.PDFPAD.COM/SUDOKU

SUDOKU SKILL LEVEL:  difficULT

Good
& evil

with J.williamez

portable toilets 
for dummies
Well, it’s that time of year again: festival 
season in Winnipeg. 

Because there are only around four 
or five months in our fair city where 
we can actually venture outside of our 
homes without freezing off our append-
ages, we have to squeeze an entire year’s 
worth of festivals into every summer.

Some of our festivals are well attended 
and world renowned, such as the cultur-
ally diverse Folklorama. 

Others are much smaller and less 
known, such as the “Dress Your Cats 
Up Like Porn Stars Festival,” which is 
held every year in my apartment, and 
which is attended annually by my two 
cats and myself when my girlfriend is 
out of town.

As different as all these festivals are 
from one another, there is one thing 
that nearly all of them have in common: 
portable toilets.

In all of my years of festival going, 
I’ve become somewhat of an expert on 
portable toilets. Today, I’d like to share 
the benefits of my experience with all of 
you.

Each portable toilet fits in to one 
of four different categories of cleanli-
ness and user friendliness, based on the 
length of the festival and the frequency 
of the big poo sucking trucks that come 
to clean out the “basements” of the toi-
lets.

Level 1: Level 1 portable toilets are rel-
atively clean. They are well stocked with 
toilet paper (also known more colloqui-
ally as shit tickets) and generally do not 
smell strongly of anything.

Level 2: Level 2 portable toilets are 
slightly dirtier and smellier than their 
Level 1 counterparts. They still have 
one or two rolls of shit tickets, but these 
are generally damp or partly soaked in 
poorly aimed, yet “friendly fire” urine. 

Level 2 toilets smell worse than Level 
1s. However, they rarely cause fainting 
or permanent brain damage.

Level 3: Now we’re getting into the 
real festival experience. Level 3 portable 
toilets generally have no toilet paper at 
all. In the odd case that a Level 3 portable 
toilet does have toilet paper, it is invari-
ably soaked in blood and/or urine. 

The most distinguishing feature of 
a Level 3 toilet is that the feces in the 
basin, or poo receptacle, has somehow 
accumulated to the point where it has 
actually risen about the level of the toi-
let seat itself, like a Rocky Brown Moun-
tain, rising from the unknown depths 
below. 

This is significant because it means 
that the last dozen or so people to con-
tribute to Mount Brown would actu-
ally have to hover a foot or so above the 
accumulation while they did their duty, 
as it were.

Level 4: Lastly, my personal favou-
rites: Level 4 toilets. These are identi-
cal to their Level 3 counterparts in every 
way, save for one: instead of a massive, 
protruding mound of poo, the Level 4 
toilet contains a comedian/columnist 
with a waterproof camera taking pic-
tures of people’s bums.

I hope this list has been both helpful 
and informative. If you are one of the 
thousands of festival-going Winnipeg-
gers, then I’ll see you in a Level 4 this 
summer!

J.Williamez is currently sewing costumes 
for the Dress Your Cats Up Like Porn 
Stars Festival.

Solutions to puzzles from the June 1, 2011 issue.

The uniter's new sex column

Sex, Stories  
& Secrets

will return next issue

* * * * *
Did you miss the first installment?

read it online at  
http://bit.ly/UniterSex
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the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the Helsinki fashion blog www.
hel-looks.com. each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual expression and 
celebrate that you are really, really good looking.

Janessa
"My wardrobe has changed 
a lot since I started working 

with kids."

CINDY TITUS

kARLENE OOTO-STUBBS
VOLUNTEER STAFF

Smoke’s poutinerie
131 albert St.

When Smoke's Poutinerie announced it was 
opening a Winnipeg location, members of 
the culinary community rejoiced.

Even more enticing was that Smoke’s 
offers a wide array of poutine, ranging from 
bacon cheeseburger to pulled pork.

In this way, Smoke’s takes the basic idea of 
poutine (fries, cheese curds and gravy for the 
un-poutine educated) and applies a stir-fry-
like mentality to the dish with its elaboration 
on the basic form.

Since its May opening, I've seldom seen 
it quiet when passing its Old Market Square 

location.
It's clear that Winnipeggers are reveling 

in the restaurant's concept of a mostly take-
out, late-night munch spot.

I made the mistake of visiting Smoke's on 
the opening night of the TD Winnipeg Inter-
national Jazz Festival at Old Market Square. 
The line was a dozen-people long, the tem-
perature was hot and it was an all-around 
uncomfortable space to congregate in.

Nevertheless, service was swift.
Along with its lumberjack style wallpaper 

(paying homage to poutine's Canadian roots, 
perhaps) is a chalkboard where patrons can 
record thoughts about their meals. Laden 
with positive reviews, my hopes were high as 
I started to chow down.

Surprisingly, I was disappointed. Blame 
falls on expectations that were too high and 

gravy that was unappetizing.
First, I tried their original poutine. Instead 

of blowing my mind, it only reminded me 
of better poutine I've had in dingy Montreal 
diners.

Kudos to Smoke's for importing their 
cheese curds from Quebec, but the over-
salted flavour of their homemade gravy 
didn't sit well with me.

Their fries, on the other hand, were great 
and would be suitable on their own.

Next came the Nacho Grande poutine, 
complete with homemade chili, tomato salsa, 
guacamole, sour cream and jalapeño peppers.

Although it could have used more meat, 
it's a prime example of how Smoke's elabo-
rations on poutine work.

I was left with only a few toppings sans 
fries at the bottom because of a good ratio of 

cheese to gravy to nacho components.
A poor choice was the Curry Chicken 

poutine. Along with not being spicy, its uni-
form flavour bored me after a few bites.

It would have been nice to see curry fries 
used instead of a curry gravy.

Don't be fooled by the little brown boxes 
they package the poutine in. The large size is 
massive, and I watched several grown men 
struggle to finish.

Ultimately, for $9.99 and under, Smoke's 
is a good deal.

Their weekend hours are ideal for the 
after-bar crowd, and if you're drunk enough, 
you might just forgive their lacklustre gravy 
and focus on their unique twists on this 
Canadian classic.

Visit www.smokespoutinerie.com.

Ssssssssssmokin’
FOOD REVIEW

a line forms outside of Smoke's, the popular new poutine place in the exchange. right: The philly cheese Steak poutine.
BRITTANY MCLEOD

winnipeg's first poutinerie ends the drought of boring poutine in the city
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