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BY KRYSTAL MASLOWSKI 

Q: DO YOU THINK STRIKING IS EFFECTIVE

Yusuf Suleiman, truck 
driver, King's Transfer
"Yes. It's a good idea 
because they deserve a 
good salary."

Jenn Friess, fourth-year 
student, psychology major
"A strike makes a really large 
statement, and can have 
an impact to cause change 
really quickly. As a student, 
I am really concerned about 
suffering academically and/or 
financially."

Trish Gutierrez, childcare 
worker, YMCA
"If that's how they feel to 
get their point across, they 
should go on strike."

Richard Anderson, on 
disability
"No, it will stop the 
courses from going on. 
There is no need to stop. 
They should think about 
the students."

Kyle Morrissey, 
University of Winnipeg 
graduate, majored in 
psychology
"They can do a better 
job by providing us with 
all the details. I'd like to 
know what's at stake. I 
am glad I got out when 
I did."

Greg McIvor, second-
year student, theatre 
major
"It can be effective. It 
has to be strategized 
properly, in a way that 
will benefit everyone."

Cover image
An image from H2Oohhh

BY RODNEY BRAUN

See story on page 20.
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Do you have what it takes 
to be a model?

we can only assume that 
they're young and listen to 
a lot of Rage Against the 
Machine.

Over 100 students, faculty, staff and support-
ers walked on Monday, March 7 in solidar-
ity with the University of Winnipeg Faculty 
Association.

The UWFA have been negotiating a new 
contract with U of W administration and set 
a strike deadline for Wednesday, March 9 at 
12:01 a.m., which they then pushed back a 
day.

The solidarity walk started at the universi-
ty’s Portage Avenue campus and culminated 
at the UWFA’s strike headquarters at 309 Bal-
moral St.

UWFA president Kristine Hansen as well 
as University of Winnipeg Students’ Associa-
tion representatives Lana Hastings and John 
Macleod Arnould were on hand to respond 
to questions about negotiations and the show 
of solidarity.

Macleod Arnould gave a passionate speech 
highlighting the concerns of students about 
the quality of the education at the U of W.

“The quality of our university should be 
measured by the quality of the professors, not 
the building,” he said.

The UWFA have been without a contract 

since March 2010. 
Salary continues to be the primary issue 

preventing the UWFA and U of W adminis-
tration from reaching an agreement.

Member dues from the UWFA are financ-
ing the rental of the space at 309 Balmoral St., 
which sits across the street from the U of W’s 
Wesley Hall.

For more coverage, go to page 5.

Karlene Ooto-Stubbs and Aaron Epp

Students show their support
JORDAN JANISSE
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experts claim judge 
ignored precedent 
established long before 
mandatory minimum 
sentencing

ethan Cabel
beat reporter

Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench Justice 
Robert Dewar’s decision to give Kenneth 
Rhodes a conditional sentence for raping a 
woman in Thompson in 2006 has sparked 
international controversy.

His decision, whereby he characterized 
Rhodes as a “clumsy Don Juan” overcome 
by inviting circumstances, has prompted 
his removal from any further sexual assault 
cases, an appeal by the Crown, complaints 
to the Canadian Judicial Council and, most 
recently, his removal from a Winnipeg man-
slaughter case.

However, it was the inclusion of the vic-
tim’s attire, behaviour and level of intoxi-
cation in sentencing her attacker that has 
left the most indelible mark on the many 
women who have survived the trauma and 
violence of rape.  

“His (Dewar’s) message is that girls can't 
be feminine, that girls can't be comfortable 
with their gender and their sexuality without 
asking to be raped,” said Sherrie-Lee Chiarot, 
a 20-year-old behavioural science student at 
Winnipeg’s Booth University College.

Although originally from Ontario, 
Chiarot attended high school in rural Man-
itoba.

On a trip back to her Ontario hometown 
when she was 14 years old, she was sexually 
assaulted by a 19-year-old man – a trusted 
family friend whom she had known for sev-
eral years.

“We were watching a movie, and appar-
ently because I was sitting on the bed my 
body language was asking for it,” said 
Chiarot. “I was told, by him, for multiple 
years after, that because I was on his bed it 

was my fault.”
It wasn’t until four years later, when she 

started attending college, that Chiarot real-
ized the rape was never her fault.

“I will forever have to live a life of dis-
trust,” she said, adding that she finds it diffi-
cult to form lasting relationships and is still 
plagued by emotional triggers, such as the 
attacker’s name.

Chiarot never took her attacker to court 
because she had no physical evidence of the 
crime and did not want to relive the experi-
ence, minute by minute, in a formal court 
of law.

She believes that Justice Dewar has done a 
great disservice to Canadian women by fur-
ther dissuading rape survivors from coming 
forward.

“(His decision) takes everything the jus-
tice system has done around rape back mul-
tiple years,” she said.

Moving backward
Justice Dewar sentenced Kenneth Rhodes 

to a two-year conditional sentence despite 
the Crown’s insistence that he deserved three 
years of jail time.

As of 2007, three years in jail is the man-
datory minimum sentence legislated by Par-
liament for cases of serious sexual assault.

However, because the crime took place in 
2006, Justice Dewar was able to accept the 
Crown’s evidence and convict Rhodes, while 
still avoiding the mandatory minimum sen-
tence.

“Protection of society, I do not believe, 
is advanced one iota by putting Mr. Rho-
des in jail,” the judge argued in sentencing, 
an audio version of which is available to the 
public at the Manitoba Law Courts building 
in Winnipeg.

“Here, there were no threats knowingly 
given, there was no violence knowingly 
imposed. Mr. Rhodes, in his testimony, had 
said that he wasn’t out there to hurt anyone,” 
Justice Dewar said.

“Even his sexual activity, bizarre as it was, 

and as hurtful as it was to the complainant, 
cannot be said to be only self-gratification. 
It had the characteristics of a clumsy Don 
Juan. I don’t condone it, but it simply does 
not fit the archetypal cases cited.”

Among the “archetypal cases” cited was 
R v. Sandercock from the Alberta Court of 
Appeal in 1985.

Sandercock established three years of 
jail time as the “guideline” for serious sex-
ual assault “assuming a mature accused with 
previous good character and no criminal 
record.”

Rhodes was of previously good character 
and had no criminal record, both of which 
were considered by Justice Dewar in sen-
tencing.

Allison Fenske, a lawyer at Winnipeg law 
firm Thompson Dorfman Sweatman LLP, 
believes that Dewar not only ignored cur-
rent practice but also evaded the Sandercock 
precedent in granting Rhodes a lenient sen-
tence.

“There is a long-established starting point 
of a three-year minimum imprisonment 
for crimes of serious sexual assault and that 
Alberta precedent has been recognized by 
our own Manitoba Court of Appeal,” she 
said.

“Really outdated myths and stereotypes 
about sexual assault, about victims and 
about sexual abusers are being relied on in 
creating that picture of what an archetypal 
rape looks like.”

Sheila Seesahai, the Crown prosecutor 
in the Rhodes case, could not speak to The 
Uniter because she is currently pursuing an 
appeal of Dewar’s decision to the Manitoba 
Court of Appeal.

In arguing for a three-year jail sentence, 
Seesahai relied heavily on the precedent set 
in Sandercock.

Shannon Sampert, a politics professor at 
the University of Winnipeg and a long-time 
women’s rights advocate, agrees with Fen-
ske.

“This is textbook sexual violence. There 
was nothing in there that was unusual or 
unclear. This really smacks of this judge’s 
inexperience,” she said.

Derek Coggan, the defence attorney in 
the Rhodes case, was unavailable for com-
ment before press time.

TranScriPT OF raPe caSe ShOwS 
ThaT vicTiM FeareD FOr her LiFe 
DUrinG aTTacK
By reviewing the sentencing transcript of a contro-
versial decision by Manitoba court of Queen’s Bench 
Justice robert Dewar in a Thompson rape case, The 
Uniter has learned that the crown submitted evi-
dence suggesting that the victim feared for her life 
during the violent and extensive attack.

“your lordship did find on the facts that there was 
a comment from her asking if he planned to kill her,” 
said Sheila Seesahai, the crown prosecutor in the 
case, adding that rhodes continued with his sexual 
assault even after the victim expressed physical pain.

in sentencing rhodes to a two-year conditional 
sentence, Justice Dewar accepted the facts submit-
ted by the crown.

“i accept the evidence of the complainant (victim) 
that when the accused laid the complainant down 
by the side of the road, he did not enquire whether 
she wished to continue,” said Justice Dewar in sen-
tencing.

“There was no similar enquiry after she com-
plained of being hurt by his … penetration,” he added.

in the crown’s submission to the court, Seesa-
hai described the extensive and violent nature of the 
rape, which included sodomy. 

The victim bears a scar on her knee as a constant 
reminder of the attack.

in a victim impact statement submitted to the 
court, the victim further described a series of bruises 
on her back.

Despite accepting the evidence of the crown, the 
judge said that “there was no violence knowingly 
imposed” by rhodes.

Justice Dewar also granted rhodes a two-year 
conditional sentence despite the crown’s recommen-
dation that he deserved three years of jail time.

The crown argued in favour of a three-year mini-
mum sentence based on legal precedent established 
before mandatory minimum sentences were legis-
lated by Parliament in 2007.

Seesahai could not comment on the case because 
she is currently pursuing an appeal to the Manitoba 
court of appeal.

court of Queen’s Bench justices like robert Dewar 
cannot comment on cases after making a final ruling.

read the complete version of this story at  
www.uniter.ca/view/6103.

Rape survivor decries judge’s controversial decision

Sherri-Lee chiarot, a rape survivor, is outraged at the recent ruling by Justice robert Dewar. 
CINDY TITUS

“I will forever have to live a 
life of distrust.” 
 – Sherrie-Lee chiarOT, raPe SUrvivOr
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Property rights bill 
currently being 
reviewed, some question 
inclusiveness of proposal

lauren parsons
beat reporter

The Canadian federal government is consid-
ering introducing a new law that would give 
aboriginal women living on reserves equal 
rights in matrimonial law.

Senate Bill S-4, Family Homes on Reserves 
and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act, is 
the result of human rights groups, especially 
women’s rights groups, asking for something 
to fill the gap for on-reserve individuals who 
do not have equal rights in splitting up assets 
in cases of separation and divorce or death of 
a spouse.

Currently, those living on reserves do not 
have access to provincial laws that include 
equal rights to occupancy of the family home 
and equal division of the value of the house.

The legislation, presently being reviewed 
by the House of Commons, would also pro-
vide protection orders and temporary occu-
pation of a home in the case of family vio-
lence.

“The government feels that it is unac-
ceptable that First Nations people do not 
have access to these same protections sim-

ply because of where they live,” said Margot 
Geduld, the acting manager of media rela-
tions for Indian and Northern Affairs Can-
ada.

Geduld said that it is important to realize 
that this bill would offer immediate protec-
tion to 75,000 individuals who are currently 
without legal matrimonial property protec-
tions.

“It is also important for First Nations self-
governance, striking a balance between the 
need to provide immediate protection for 
those who need it, and the time required for 
First Nations communities to develop their 
own culturally specific laws and processes to 
deal with this issue,” she said.

Joseph Quesnel, a policy analyst at the 
Frontier Centre for Public Policy, feels that 
First Nations leaders should accept the law 
as a compromise in favour of protecting their 
people over the issue of taking pride in self-
governance.

“Vulnerable people – women – ... should 
not have to wait for every first nation to 
adopt a code regarding matrimonial prop-
erty rights,” he said. “Aboriginal organiza-
tions need to work with their communities 
and address the concerns.”

He said it can often be difficult to hear 
what the average band member thinks about 
any legislation being introduced because 
they often don't have organizations or lobby 
groups, and the mainstream organizations 
speak for chiefs and leadership issues.

“There is no grassroots organization repre-
senting these people,” he said.

Allan Cochrane, a student representative 
for the University of Winnipeg’s Aboriginal 
Student Services Centre, agrees that more 
consultation is needed before federal bills are 
introduced.

“There is a need for matrimonial laws, but 
have the women been consulted before this 
goes to the House of Commons?” he said. 
“There is too much of ‘we know what’s best 
for you.’ There is no consultation with grass-

roots people and that is something that needs 
to be addressed.”

Cochrane, who grew up on the Peguis 
First Nation reserve in northern Manitoba, 
said that a major concern for aboriginal peo-
ple is that with the implementation of laws, 
the Indian Act of 1876 will be abolished.

“Whether aboriginal people like it or not, 
the Indian Act is the only thing that governs 
our lives,” he said. “It’s the only piece of legis-
lation that is there for us and the government 
keeps creating bills that undermine it. It’s at 
the point where it could be eroded away.”

Cochrane added that regardless of any fed-
eral laws, the land and the home on a reserve 
belongs to the band and the community, not 
by the person who holds possession.

WOMEN’S WORLD CUp IN WINNIpEG?
could we host the 2015 FiFa women’s 

world cup? The canadian Soccer associa-
tion included winnipeg in its bid submis-
sion to FiFa, which will ultimately decide 
the official host city. The Manitoba Soccer 
association said they would work hard 
with their partners to ensure winnipeg is 
a serious contender. The winnipeg Free 
Press reported Premier Greg Selinger was 
“delighted” and Mayor Sam Katz “excited” 
that winnipeg could play host. canada will 
also host the FiFa under-20 women’s world 
cup in 2014 as a test for the 2015 event. 
vancouver, edmonton, Ottawa, Montreal, 
halifax and Moncton are the other poten-
tial host cities. currently, the canadian 
women’s team ranks ninth in the world.

CITY WORKERS’ UNION 
REQUESTS MEDIATION

The union that represents 49 per cent of 
the city’s workforce asked the province to 
step in to mediate the contract dispute be-
tween itself and the city. cUPe Local 500 
said in a release they feel mediation is 
“the most effective way to reach an agree-
ment ... while protecting the city services 
winnipeggers rely on,” the winnipeg Free 
Press reported. The union’s workers in-
clude city call-centre operators, water and 
waste workers, health inspectors, library 
clerks and other public works employees. 
The city spokesman said an essential ser-
vices agreement is in the works in case 
cUPe 500 does strike.

ANOTHER DEWAR CASE UNDER REVIEW
The Manitoba court of appeal is review-

ing a 2010 sexual assault case over which 
court of Queen’s Bench Justice robert 
Dewar presided. an accused sex predator 
was cleared of all charges after he alleg-
edly sexually abused a girl a number of 
times while she was between 11 and 12 
years old. Dewar said in his decision to 
acquit the man that he had doubt from 
inconsistencies in the girl’s story and a 
lack of evidence presented by the crown, 
leading him to be “not prepared to convict 
on unreliable evidence,” the cBc reported. 
Dewar recently came under fire after giv-
ing a conditional sentence to a convicted 
rapist and making comments that “sex 
was in the air” resulting from the girl’s at-
tire the night she was assaulted.

NO MORE WESTWOOD ON MORNING SHOW
Former winnipeg Blue Bomber Troy 

westwood no longer forms part of country 
station QX-104’s morning show, the winni-
peg Free Press reported. Parent company 
astral radio called westwood a “consum-
mate pro and a wonderful human,” noting 
westwood was let go following restructur-
ing. Though westwood’s departure leaves 
morning show DJs caroline hunter and 
Mike alan alone, his media presence will 
still be felt through his album vigilance 
– nominated for the aboriginal album of 
the year Juno – and his appearance on the 
canadian version of the game show wipe-
out. westwood continues to work full-time 
with a social services agency that reunites 
families in winnipeg.

pROVINCIAL pROSECUTOR HIRING 
pOLICY UNDER REVIEW

The policy Manitoba Justice uses to hire 
independent lawyers to bring police offi-
cers and other workers with direct crimi-
nal justice system connections to trial will 
be re-examined, Justice Minister andrew 
Swan told cBc news. Swan said they would 
rework the current policies if they find 
them not “strong enough.” The current 
policy states hiring can occur by selecting 
a Manitoba crown attorney from a differ-
ent office, hiring a private Manitoban law-
yer, bringing in a crown attorney from an-
other province or hiring a private lawyer 
from outside Manitoba. Swan’s announce-
ment occurred within days of the acquittal 
of a winnipeg police constable for sexual 
assault charges and of two other winnipeg 
officers for perjury charges. a winnipeg 
lawyer was hired for both cases, and the 
province has previously hired crown at-
torneys from both British columbia and 
edmonton.

local 
news briefs 
compiled by Jon Sorokowski

Feds make move to create matrimonial equality on reserves

Federal government 
moving to ban 
psychedelic herb

lauren parsons
beat reporter

The Canadian federal government is moving 
towards banning the sale, production and 
possession of salvia divinorum, stating con-
cern about the lack of knowledge regarding 
the dangers or long-term effects of using the 
hallucinogenic substance.

Shelly Glover, Member of Parliament for 
St. Boniface, said the concern began in 2008  
when Health Canada asked questions about 
salvia in its Canadian Alcohol and Drug Use 
Monitoring Survey (CADUMS) and the 
Youth Smoking Survey.

“Some of those results came back in 2010 
(and indicated) that there has been a spike in 
people aged 15-24 in using salvia as a halluci-
nogenic,” said Glover.

According to the 2009 CADUMS, 1.6 per 
cent of Canadians reported using salvia in 
their lifetime and 0.2 per cent reported use 
in the past year.  

The number of youth aged 15-24 who had 
used salvia within their lifetime was 7.3 per 
cent and 0.5 per cent of adults reported hav-
ing ever used the substance.

Glover, a mother of five children, said 
another reason for concern is the recent 
number of YouTube videos demonstrating 
first-time user reactions to the herb.

Among the most famous is the December 
2010 video of pop singer Miley Cyrus using 
the substance.

“I know that kids are influenced by other 
people their age or celebrities,” said Glover. 
“It's our responsibility as the government to 
take proactive measures to keep our children 
safe.”

Matthew Dod, a seasoned spiritual drug 
user, agrees with Glover on keeping kids 
away from the substance, but does not see a 
need for a salvia ban.

“I think salvia is one of the least dangerous 
drugs that we've seen,” he said. “Sure, it puts 
you in a vulnerable state for a little while, but 
so does alcohol.”

Dod, who has tried salvia, explained that 
most people use it only once because of the 
intensity of the experience.

He said that within the first five minutes 
that a person is typically under the influence 
of salvia, there can be bursts of uncontrollable 
nervous laughter, hallucinations and strange 
sensations of feeling pulled or pushed.  

He believes that the short active time 
frame of the substance makes it less danger-
ous than other drugs, but he would be more 
comfortable with an adult experiencing the 
sometimes frightening hallucinations than a 

teenager.
“It bothers me that 13-year-olds can walk 

into a store and buy salvia,” he said.  
The Joint Head Shop on St. Anne's Road 

is one of the only places in Winnipeg that 
salvia is available for sale, other than on the 
Internet.

Store owner Bartosz Stras is not concerned 
by the situation.

“I don’t think it's dangerous,” he said. “It’s 
sold as an incense product, not something to 
be inhaled – but yes, people will abuse it.”

He said that the product, which is priced 
between $40 and $70, is not as popular as 
people may think. If it is banned, it will not 
greatly affect Stras’s business.

“Health Canada governs us in that right 
and they govern what we can sell as an herb,” 
he said. “If they want to ban it, then we’ll 
comply.”

Still, Glover thinks that shop owners 
should take more responsibility for the prod-
ucts they sell.

“$69.99 is pretty expensive incense, don't 
you think?” she added. 

Legislation is being considered federally that would 
assure thousands of individuals on reserves across 
canada equal matrimonial property rights. 

CINDY TITUS

The salvia scare

The federal government is moving toward banning the sale, production and possession of Salvia divinorum 
based on the potential long-term effects on youth users.

CINDY TITUS

“There is no consultation 
with grassroots people and 
that is something that needs 
to be addressed.” 
 – aLLan cOchrane, UniverSiTy OF winniPeG

“It bothers me that 13-year-
olds can walk into a store 
and buy salvia.” 
 – MaTThew DOD, SeaSOneD DrUG USer
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compiled by aaron Snider

CUbA CHARGES AMERICAN 
AID WORKER

cUBa: Last week, cuban officials 
charged a U.S. aid worker with subver-
sive activities after he was held without 
charges for 14 months, the BBc reported. 
alan Gross, 61, was incarcerated after he 
was found to have distributed satellite 
phones within cuba’s Jewish commu-
nity under the U.S. government’s cuban 
Democracy Program. Prosecutors in 
the trial will seek the maximum 20-year 
sentence despite previous speculation 
that Gross would be returned home fol-
lowing trial. U.S. officials emphasized 
that no improvement to relations be-
tween the two countries could occur 
while Gross remained in cuban custody. 
Five cuban citizens have been held in 
the U.S. on spy charges since 1998.

JApAN ObSERVES CHINESE 
ACTIONS NERVOUSLY

JaPan: Japanese officials expressed 
concern last week over chinese military 
aircraft flying near disputed islands in 
the east china Sea. Though the two chi-
nese planes did not enter Japanese air-
space, two jet fighters were scrambled 
to confront the chinese aircraft, which 
then moved off, according to a report 
from the BBc. The incident follows re-
cent talks between the nations that at-
tempted to repair diplomatic ties that 
were damaged over arguments about 
the same islands last year. Japan is 
also among many nations in the region 
that responded worriedly to news that 
china’s military spending will increase 
by more than 10 per cent in 2011.

AMERICANS MOST WANTED
arGenTina: One of the U.S. Marshal 

Services’ “15 Most wanted” criminals 
was apprehended last week in Buenos 
aires, cnn reported. Paul eischeid had 
been on the run since 2007 when he 
fled the U.S. where he faced murder, 
drug and organized crime charges 
dating back to 2001. The former stock 
broker was released and was being 
electronically monitored before his 
trial when he broke conditions and be-
came an international fugitive. The U.S. 
federal marshal worked in cooperation 
with interpol and argentinean security 
services to locate eischeid. Five of the 
15 most wanted have been captured in 
the last year.

AFGHAN CHILDREN SLAIN
aFGhaniSTan: international Security 

assistance Forces (iSaF) killed nine af-
ghan boys as they were collecting fire-
wood last week, the cBc reported. an-
other boy was wounded but survived. 
Two iSaF helicopters came across the 
boys and fired on them with machine 
guns, according to the surviving wit-
ness. General David h. Petraeus, the 
american leader of the afghan mission, 
apologized to the victims’ families and 
promised a thorough investigation. he 
also said helicopter crews would be re-
briefed with an emphasis on minimizing 
civilian losses. afghan president hamid 
Karzai, who was in London at the time, 
responded harshly to the attack while 
the boys’ village held anti-american 
demonstrations.

pOLITICAL GIANT WEIGHS IN
rUSSia: Mikhail Gorbachev publicly 

warned russian Prime Minister vladimir 
Putin to not run in the upcoming presi-
dential elections, al Jazeera reported. 
The former Soviet leader and nobel 
Peace Prize winner criticized the rus-
sian system as merely an imitation of a 
democracy and advised both Putin and 
current president Dmitry Medvedev not 
to get too comfortable in their positions 
of power. Gorbachev was the last Soviet 
leader and implemented many political 
and economic reform policies to move 
russia towards democracy. Putin, who 
served as president from 1999 to 2008, 
has been criticized for working counter 
to the reforms begun under Gorbachev.

Karlene ooto-stubbs
Campus beat reporter

Between the water main break on Spence 
Street and the threat of a possible faculty 
strike, the past week has been tense at the 
University of Winnipeg.

Unfortunately, it does not look as though 
the tension will subside soon.

On Wednesday, March 2, the University 
of Winnipeg Faculty Association (UWFA) 
voted in favour of a strike, putting pressure 
on university administration to negotiate a 
reasonable settlement within the week.

The original strike deadline of Wednesday, 
March 9 at 12:01 a.m. was later pushed back 
one day.

The UWFA previously rejected two offers 
made by administration for their collective 
agreement contract.

The two sides reached an impasse on Sat-
urday, March 5. Salary continues to be the 
primary issue preventing the UWFA and U 
of W administration from reaching an agree-
ment.

“A lot of the decisions (students will) be 
asking about are out of (UWFA members’) 
hands,” politics professor Peter Ives said dur-
ing an information session for students on 
March 3. “How long it’s going to be, and 
what happens afterwards is negotiated in a 
back door protocol between the two bargain-
ing teams.”

During the information session, Ives 
pointed out that there has never been a uni-
versity term cancelled because of a faculty 
strike in Canada.

In the event of a strike, the days lost will 
be added to the end of the semester, extend-
ing the school year.

Professors will not do any work as employ-
ees of the U of W during the strike.

The timing of the strike could not be 
worse, with students panicking to find sum-
mer jobs and finish the last month of classes.

This could mean that students like Matt 
Metcalf, a second-year geography major, will 
have to make new travel plans.

“Usually I go to Vancouver (in the sum-
mer) and if they extend the school year ... it 
screws things up, especially if I take spring 
courses,” he said.

Kristine Hansen, UWFA president, and 
Ives want to reassure students that the strike 
was not deliberately timed to garner student 
action.

Negotiations have been taking place for 
almost a year – an abnormally long time for a 
collective agreement.

“Because it’s an agreement about our work, 
students get caught in between because (they) 
are our work,” Ives noted. “There is no real 
point in striking over the summer because ... 
that doesn’t put pressure on the administra-

tion.”
Ives added that contract faculty are not 

under the same agreement as full-time pro-
fessors and will continue to teach during the 
strike.

The starting wage for professors at the U of 
W is 9.5 per cent less than those of the same 
ranking at the University of Manitoba.

The UWFA’s collective agreement is avail-
able online, and highlights the fact that the 
university is the lowest paid in the province.

The administration wants students to 
understand the financial challenges they face.

“Overall, (U of W faculty salaries are) 
a reflection of our funding situation,” said 

Dan Hurley, associate vice-president external 
affairs for the U of W. “On average, the U of 
W is much lower in terms of our per student 
operating grant we receive (from the provin-
cial government) compared to U of M and 
Brandon University.”

Hurley also notes that the university is 
experiencing a tight budget, limited sources 
of revenue and operating grants for tuition.

The University of Winnipeg Students’ 
Association (UWSA) is supporting the 
UWFA, hoping that increased wages will 
attract high quality instructors.

“If there is a strike, student pressure to get 
things moving again ... will help speed that 
process along. ... It’s good for students to 
have faculty that are compensated fairly,” said 
Katie Haig-Anderson, vice-president advo-
cate for the UWSA.

Log on to www.uniter.ca for daily updates. 
You can also follow The Uniter on Twitter 
(www.twitter.com/TheUniter) and Facebook 
(www.tinyurl.com/TheUniter) for updates.

“Labour dispute points to larger issues” – See 
our editorial on page 9.

at present, the only contentious issue in the con-
tract dispute between the University of winnipeg 
administration and the University of winnipeg 
Faculty association is that of salary. 

Both sides have openly stated their positions in 
the media. 

here’s what’s on the table so far:

uWFa
The UwFa, which includes around 350 faculty, 
librarians, coaches, athletic therapist and coun-
sellors, is requesting a 8.4 per cent wage increase 
over three years.

university of Winnipeg administration
Originally offered a 6.5 increase over four years. 
This offer was later revised to a 3.7 per cent 
increase over three years.

The UwFa’s strike website outlines a compari-
son of the average salaries of full, associate and 
assistant professors at the University of winni-
peg to salaries at the other 48 universities in the 
Maclean’s university group (universities selected 
by the Maclean’s 2010 University rankings). 

Salary data are for 2008/2009.

What a strike means for students

Students show their support for University of winnipeg faculty on Monday at a solidarity walk.
CLARA BUELOW

“Usually I go to Vancouver 
(in the summer) and if they 
extend the school year ... it 
screws things up, especially 
if I take spring courses.” 
 – MaTT MeTcaLF, SecOnD-year GeOGraPhy 
STUDenT.

FULL 
PrOFESSOrS

aSSOcIaTE 
PrOFESSOrS

aSSISTaNT 
PrOFESSOrS

average salary at the 
Maclean’s universities  $128,280 $102,055 $83,375

average salary at the Uni-
versity of Winnipeg   $108,498   $82,232   $65,001

Salary disparity  – $19,823  – $19,782  – $18,374

rank in salary of University 
of Winnipeg professors   45th of 49   47th of 49   41st of 41 (last)

SaLary cOMPariSOnS
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

On Thursday, March 10, you’re invited to an opening feast introduc-
ing POinT DOUGLaS LOrD SeLKirK ParK cOMMUniTy reviTaLiZa-
TiOn PrOJecT at the indian and Métis Friendship centre, 45 robin-
son St. 5 p.m.

MOnSTer JaM is coming to the MTS centre March 12 and March 13. 
BiG TrUcKS.

rOcKin’ richarDS recOrD & cD SaLe takes place at the victoria inn 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Sunday, March 13.

have a great idea that would encourage your community to become 
a better place? Submit it to Tiber river naturals' TiBer revOLUTiOn 
chaLLenGe and you could win – and make a difference in your com-
munity. Prizes include a Tiber Pamper Package, fitness boot camps 
and scrumptious product. email info@tiberriver.ca or call 474-2333 for 
more details.

The winniPeG LaBOUr chOir is looking for new members to join a 
small core of like-minded, enthusiastic singers. Through music and 
drama, their goal is to educate others about working conditions, 
labour history and social justice. There are no auditions or tryouts. 
Meet every wednesday at Sargent Park School from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
in the music room. For further details contact Lynn McLean at 772-
2072.

a Free inTernaTiOnaL STUDenTS cLaSS will be held on Sundays from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. at elim chapel, 546 Portage ave. it will be an oppor-
tunity to meet with other students and make canadian friends while 
improving your english by learning the Bible. For more information 
contact val and veda chacko at 257-1670 or vtchacko@shaw.ca.

ON CAMPUS

The enGLiSh DeParTMenT caBareT anD POTLUcK is taking place on 
March 10 from 6 – 9 p.m. in room 2M70. Sign up in advance at 2a47 or 

at the door.

award-winning poet Barry DeMPSTer will read from his powerful 
recent work

on Tuesday, March 15 at 11:30 a.m. in room 2c16. Free to and open to 
the public.

ivan e. cOyOTe will give her Distinguished Lecture as part of the carol 
Shields writer-in-residence program for 2011, entitled cheST air: The 
POwer OF PerSOnaL narraTive on wednesday, March 16 from 7:30 – 
10:30 p.m. in convocation hall. Free and open to the public.

UniverSiTy OF winniPeG DOwnTOwn vOcaL JaZZ chOir meet every 
Sunday at 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in eckhardt-Gramatté hall and have con-
certs at the end of each semester.

The winnipeg Symphony Orchestra (wSO) is introducing a new and 
improved SOUnDchecK program, an easy and affordable way to take 
in wSO concerts throughout the season for students and those aged 
15-30. visit www.wso.ca for more information.

available volunteer positions at the University of winnipeg:

 – Peer SUPPOrT – email uofwpeersupport@gmail.com, or grab an 
application from their office (OrM13), or from the UwSa.

 – UwSa FOODBanK – email foodbank@theuwsa.ca, or grab an applica-
tion from the UwSa.

 – The U OF w GLOBaL weLcOMe cenTre FOr iMMiGranTS & reFUGeeS 
– call 258-2946, or email globalwelcomecentre@uwinnipeg.ca.

 – criMinaL JUSTice TUTOr – email uwcjsa@live.ca.

you can find updates for current job opportunities at the University by 
going to this link: http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/hr-ss-pos-vac.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

TUne in is the west end cultural centre's free after-school music les-
son program for local neighbourhood youth. it has become so popular 

that they are in need of more guitars. if you have an underused guitar 
that you would consider donating, they have a room full of kids every 
Tuesday and Thursday that will appreciate and benefit from it. Please 
contact jason@wecc.ca or visit www.wecc.ca.

The neeDS centre is seeking volunteer classroom assistants, activ-
ity assistants, mentors and homework helpers for immigrant and refu-
gee youth aged 6 – 18. Programs run Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
9 p.m. year round. contact Sheila at volunteers@needsinc.ca or 940-
1279 for more information.

nominations for the 28th annual vOLUnTeer awarDS are open. The 
Gala awards Dinner is on april 27. visit www.volunteermanitoba.ca for 
more details.

reachinG acrOSS BOrDerS raises funds for women's literacy, small 
business development and for student scholarships in a small commu-
nity in africa. we have been working with this community for the past 
eight years. if you would like more information, please contact Marilyn 
Joyal at mljoyal@shaw.ca or 255-4556.

The hUManiTarian iSSUeS PrOGraM of the canadian red cross seeks 
youth volunteers ages 15 to 25 to work on campaigns and events 
around themes such as children in conflict, refugee and migrant 
issues and international development. For more information, email 
mb.volunteer@redcross.ca or call 982-6731.

The UniTer, the weekly rag you are holding right now, is looking for 
contributors. See your words in print or your photos and drawings on 
the page. email aaron at editor@uniter.ca.

cKUw 95.9 FM is seeking volunteers for the music and news depart-
ments, and hosts for programs. email ckuw@uwinnipeg.ca.

The weST BrOaDway yOUTh OUTreach cenTre is always looking for 
more volunteers to help with a variety of programs including sports, 
tutoring and other programs to benefit inner-city youth. call 774-0451 
or stop by 222 Furby St. to offer your skills.

REDRESS pROJECT: COMbINING 
ART AND EDUCATION

The University of winnipeg will be 
hosting the reDress Project, a cam-
pus-wide art installation presented 
by the U of w institute for women and 
Gender Studies and local Métis artist 
Jaime Black. The exhibition runs until 
March 12 and is part of an education 
program to raise awareness for the 
hundreds of murdered and missing 
aboriginal women across canada. 
There will also be a number of free 
events during the week, including 
daily tours of the exhibition.

DONATIONS HELp DIVERSITY 
FEED THE COMMUNITY

The University of winnipeg an-
nounced that thanks to a generous 
donation of $36,000 from Jennifer 
roblin and the Burns Family Fund, Di-
versity Foods is able to provide food 
for the University of winnipeg’s after 
school Let’s Talk Science and home-
work club at the wii chiiwaaakanak 
Learning centre. Many of the young 
students show up hungry to the 
community centre, which provides 
aboriginal families with access to 
educational resources. Proper nutri-
tion plays an important role in one’s 
ability to learn, so Diversity Foods 
prepares nutritious snacks made 
from local ingredients.

U OF W HELpS bRING 
FESTIVAL OF INDIA TO LIFE

The University of winnipeg has 
announced its partnership with the 
india association of Manitoba in pre-
senting the Festival of india 2011. The 
festival will feature various events 
in winnipeg throughout the year to 
expose canadians to indian art and 
culture, as well as build a stronger 
relationship with the indo-canadian 
community. The festival’s inaugural 
event is a production of the dance 
drama Shakunthalam, a love story 
based on the work of the poet Ka-
lidasa from the fifth century. it will 
be performed by the natyalakshana 
academy ballet troupe on March 11 
at 7 p.m. at the Pantages Playhouse 
Theatre.

 WESMEN bASKETbALL STAR 
STEpHANIE KLEYSEN NAMED 
ROOKIE OF THE YEAR

The University of winnipeg and the 
canada west Universities athletic 
association have named Stephanie 
Kleysen, a guard for the University of 
winnipeg’s women’s basketball team, 
the canada west conference women’s 
Basketball rookie of the year. Only in 
her first year at the U of w, the vin-
cent Massey collegiate graduate was 
named University of winnipeg Female 
Player of the week three times in 
the 2010-2011 season and University 
of winnipeg Female athlete of the 
Month in December 2010. She was 
instrumental in the wesmen’s second 
place finish in the canada west wom-
en’s Basketball conference, leading in 
rebounds and third on the team for 
scoring average.

TWO WESMEN NAMED 
TO ALL-STAR TEAM

Two University of winnipeg wesmen 
athletes have been named canada 
west all-Stars. Fifth-year guard catie 
Gooch, who finished the canada west 
conference in the top 10 for scoring, 
minutes played, free throw percent-
age and steals among others, and 
broke the canada west record for 
three-pointers in a single game, was 
named to the canada west First all-
Star Team. Fourth-year guard and 
2007-08 canada west rookie of the 
year, amy Ogidan, was named to the 
canada west Second all-Star Team. 
Ogidan finished second on the team 
in scoring average at 11.4 points per 
game with a high of 24 points.

Campus 
news briefs
compiled by Justin charette

Friends of canadian 
Broadcasting discuss 
importance of canadian 
media, dangers of losing 
federal funds

Chris hunter
beat reporter

In response to recent comments from Ste-
phen Harper’s administration about with-
drawing federal funding from the CBC, 
Canadians have the opportunity to proclaim 
their affection for the Crown corporation by 
signing the “I Love CBC” petition.

Formulated by Friends of Canadian Broad-
casting (Friends), the petition seeks to express 
public appreciation of the CBC and the need 
for continual federal funding. Thus far, over 
93,000 individuals have signed.

Friends, founded in 1987, is a not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to critiquing the activ-
ity of both public broadcasting organizations 
and the government sects that fund them.

In the last month, Zach Fleisher, Univer-
sity of Winnipeg politics student and Friends 
volunteer, has diligently been putting forward 

the petition.
“On Nov. 23, Dean Del Mastro (Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of Cana-
dian Heritage) made a statement about the 
government ‘getting out of the public broad-
casting business,’” he explained.  

Fleisher also contends that the petition is a 
response to the funding stagnation that Cana-
dian broadcasting is experiencing.

“Eighty dollars per person is the western 
average (for federal funding of public broad-
casting),” Fleisher noted. “CBC receives $33 
dollars per Canadian citizen.”

Jeff Keay, head of CBC media relations, 
says the threat of losing funding is nothing 
new.

“Resources are scarce, but it’s always been 
like that,” he said. “There is always danger 
that we can lose funding. The realities of def-
icit and economic crisis are plain to anyone. 
We had to cut many programs due to the 
economy.”

Ian Morrison, a spokesperson for Friends, 
stated that because media perpetuates Cana-
dian cultural sovereignty, deteriorating fund-
ing for the CBC would have a vast impact on 
Canadian identity.

This is why it is imperative to be critical of 
the government when they mention removal 
of broadcast funding, Morrison noted.

However, he also believes programming 
choices made by broadcast companies also 
influence Canadian identity. Accordingly, 

Friends is also critical of the way public broad-
casting agencies choose to operate.

“The CBC has turned its back on seri-
ous programming and is moving towards 
more pablum-type programming,” Morri-
son said. “We are not blind followers of them 
(CBC), we are strong critiques of their man-
agement.”

Keay, however, doesn’t believe these criti-
cisms are always legitimate.

“They have criticized us for using non-
Canadian programming. They were critical 
of the fact that Wheel Of Fortune and Jeopardy 
were in the prime-time schedule. For most 
of its history, though, the CBC has strategi-
cally made use of American broadcasting,” he 
said.

Nonetheless, Keay says the CBC is still 
appreciative of the organization.

“We (CBC) are owned by the taxpayer 
and we have a responsibility to be transpar-
ent and accountable,” he said. “If Friends has 
an issue with what we are doing we take that 
into account and respond to that.”

Morrison also argues that ownership con-
centration is one of the most troubling traits 
of Canadian media. That is, media companies 
in Canada are owned by a select few conglom-
erates. As a result, the public is only exposed 
to a fraction of viewpoints.

“Diversity is being reduced,” said Morri-
son. “There is always more than one side of a 
story, but we are not seeing all the sides.”

Is CBC in danger?

U of w one of few 
universities in canada 
without an academic 
assistants union

Karlene ooto-stubbs
Campus beat reporter

The students who mark your exams and teach 
your labs are about to get even more orga-
nized.

Efforts are underway to certify the Univer-
sity of Winnipeg Academic Assistants Union 
(UWAAU) to provide fair wages and support 
for academic assistants.

The U of W is one of the last universities in 
Canada that does not have a union for their 
academic assistants.

Subsequently, the benefits of being an aca-
demic assistant at other universities are much 
higher and, in some cases, students are paid 
double the U of W’s rate.

U of W teaching assistants make $10.23, 
but could make $22.71 working at the Uni-
versity of Ottawa.

“(We want to) implement general guide-
lines as to how working conditions should 
be established,” said Veronique Allard, acting 
regional organizer of the prairies for the Pub-
lic Service Alliance of Canada. “One of the 

things is wages; ... unless you’re organized as 
a union, individuals can’t ask for more money 
because these are university guidelines.”    

Allard was a founding member of her aca-
demic assistants union at Concordia Univer-
sity five years ago. Now she’s working with the 
UWAAU to help assistants get representation 
on campus.

Claire Morrison, a lab assistant for the 
Spanish department at the U of W, under-
stands the need of the UWAAU very well.

Aside being paid just over minimum wage 
to instruct labs, she has faced issues within the 
job that she doesn’t feel comfortable bringing 
up to her superiors.

“There are so many practices within the 
lab assistant model that need to become more 
legitimate. ... The person who hired me is on 
maternity leave now ... but she didn’t make 
an announcement to her staff that she was 
leaving. We had to find out through her stu-
dents,” said Morrison.

Practices like this are not uncommon 
within an academic assistant’s life and often 
create concerns for future employment.

“Having someone to represent (academic 
assistants) in case something goes wrong in 
your employment is touchy ground when 
you’re a student,” said Trisha Roche, a U of W 
biology lab instructor.

“You don’t want to dissent because you 
need those references and a good word from 
your professors, so maybe the union will help 
mediate that.”

The University of Winnipeg Students’ 

Association supports the creation of the 
UWAAU, citing that they support fair labour 
practices and students’ right to organize and 
protect themselves.

In January, the university raised concerns 
over the UWAAU trying to attract members 
by tabling in Riddell Hall.

Legally, the university cannot interfere 
with the formation of a union, but claimed 
that it was business solicitation and therefore 
not allowed.

When asked to comment about the form-
ing of the UWAAU, the U of W was tight-
lipped.

“The university has nothing to say about 
that issue,” said Diane Poulin of communica-
tions at the U of W.

Some professors, like Mark Golden, a clas-
sics professor at the U of W, sympathize with 
the union’s cause.

“(The university’s) response was that they 
said it would give one group an advantage 
over another group that was doing an orga-
nizing drive, which to me was bogus; ... in 
general employers don’t like unions,” said 
Golden.

The union hopes to be certified by this 
summer, but first they must individually 
track down academic assistants and get them 
to sign membership cards.

To get involved with the UWAAU, look for 
them on Facebook or email AllardV@psac-
afpc.com for details.

Academic assistants attempt to unionize
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President
× Lauren Bosc *running in a sLate with tyLer BLashko

Hi! My name is Lauren Bosc and I am running for President of the 
UWSA for the 2011-2012 year. I have been involved in the UWSA for 
four years as a volunteer, InfoBooth employee, Student Service Group 
Co-Coordinator, and most recently as Status of Women Director on 
the UWSA Board of Directors. As your president, I hope to imple-
ment Town Hall discussions where students can more constructively 
discuss what they want from their Students’ Association, continue and 
strengthen relationships with other student oriented groups in the prov-

ince, maintain the fantastic services and student groups on campus, and work towards a deficit free 
and accountable financial year for the UWSA. So, fellow students, this is your chance to see your Stu-
dents’ Association thrive! Speak Up, Speak Out! Have YOUR voice heard!

× roBert J. hoLt

My name is Rob, and I’m running for President of the UWSA.  A while 
ago, I promised myself that if I ran, I wouldn’t run on some vague plat-
form, promising to ‘raise awareness’ or ‘increase communication’.  Those 
things are important, but they don’t give voters any real idea of what a 
candidate stands for.  So, here are a couple of my concrete policy ideas:

The UWSA is facing a record-high deficit.  It’s something we will 
need to deal with, but it shouldn’t be dealt with by raising your student 

fees.  That’s what I believe.  Also, I’d like to work with the UWSA on increasing student representa-
tion on the university’s Board of Regents. Oh, and cheaper drinks at O-Week!  Can’t forget that one.  
So please, check out the debates, the speeches, and be sure to vote.  Have any questions?  Come see 
me, I’ll be campaigning all week.

Vice President AdVocAte
× tyLer BLashko *running in a sLate with Lauren Bosc

Hi, my name is Tyler Blashko and I hope to be your Vice President 
Advocate for the 2011-2012 term. I have been active with the UWSA for 
several years now as a member of different student groups, an employee 
at Petrified Sole Bookstore and as Community Liaison Director on the 
UWSA Board of Directors. If elected, I plan on reaffirming the rele-
vance of the UWSA for the broad student body by initiating dialogue 
with students about the different campaigns and services in existence 

and what students would like the organization to focus on in the future. Along with that, I hope to 
strengthen and broaden the UWSA’s network of organizations we work with and work to reduce the 
organizations deficit through regular grant proposal submissions. Fellow students, this is your chance 
to participate in a thriving UWSA! Speak Up, Speak Out! Have YOUR voice heard!

Vice President student serVices
× Lana hastings *running in a sLate with katie haig-
anderson

Hello, I am Lana Hastings, running for re-election as Vice President 
Student Services and can honestly say that I have learned just as much 
from UWSA volunteer and work opportunities as I have from my aca-
demic studies.  The two undoubtedly compliment one another.  For 
example, my degree in Psychology and work as a tutor for an individual 
with autism gave me the tools necessary to coordinate Peer Support, and 
the ability to connect and support 70 student groups and the UWSA 

daycare as your VPSS. This past year, I helped execute events such as the Cinema Politica, Snoballz of 
Fury, Take 5, Grass Routes, the Student Group Fairs, and Orientation weeks. I increased spots avail-
able for students and community members through our parking registry program and, as promised, 
brought back the free phones and yoga!  If elected, I will ensure the University and UWSA commu-
nicate information about services, events, and job postings more effectively. I will advocate for more 
student art, group, and study space and will finally get those cafeteria microwaves fixed! voteforla-
naandkatie@gmail.com.

Vice President internAl
× katie haig-anderson *running in a sLate with Lana 
hastings

I am a recent graduate with a major in International Development Stud-
ies, and am running on a slate with Lana Hastings, VPSS candidate. If 
elected as VPI, I intend to focus on management and budgeting, as a 
happy and highly functional staff lays the foundation for all other activi-
ties of the UWSA, and because there are budgetary challenges that must 
be addressed in order to make the most of UWSA resources.

As the current VP Advocate, I have worked on individual advocacy cases. I have also been involved 
in campaigns for social justice and students’ rights, most recently campaigns that address the need for 
affordable education and protection of the rights of students living in residence.

If elected as VPI, I will put my experience within the UWSA to good use and apply my politi-
cally progressive lens to the internal workings of the organization. Contact me and Lana at votefor-
lanaandkatie@gmail.com.

educAtion director
× tayLor keLL

My name is Taylor Kell and I am running for Education Director for 
the 2011-2012 school year.  I am currently in my fourth year of the Inte-
grated Education Program, majoring in English and minoring in His-
tory.  For the past year the Education Director position has been vacant.  
My main concern is giving the Education students at the University of 

Winnipeg a voice.   I hope to be able to bring forward the interests and concerns of the students who 
can’t always be on campus because of their teaching practicum blocks, coaching sports, chaperoning 
camps, volunteering in other extra-curriculars, attending teaching conferences and of course, because 
they are trying to find time to do their own homework as well as create work for others.  It is impor-
tant that Education students have representation on the Board of Directors.  We are a major popula-
tion of the University of Winnipeg and we need to have a voice.

× FaBian suárez-amay a

Hey E’erbody! I’m a student in the Integrated Program, finishing my 
undergrad degree and I’m looking to represent Education students to 
the UWSA Board.  I have a year of previous experience as a UWSA 
Director, I’ve completed two practicums, and worked with kids from 
around the city at Bright Futures and Career Trek.

I have three main goals for the year: get Education students out and 
participating in UWSA events/services, help support students who are 
completing their undergrad requirements and establish good communi-

cation with students in their certifying years (so someone who has yet to share their experience can 
learn how to represent them).

 I’m friendly, approachable and present around campus.  I’m also eager to converse, debate or 
offer advice to anyone who has questions about the Education program, the UWSA or NBA fan-
tasy drafts. Holler at me.

× madison sutherLand

As Nelson Mandela once said, “Education is the most powerful weapon 
that you can use to change the world”. My name is Madison Sutherland 
and I am a proud member of the Faculty of Education here at the Uni-
versity of Winnipeg, with a major in Geography and a minor in Psy-
chology. As a strong advocate of universal education, I wish to obtain 
the position of Education Director to lead all students, whether or not 
they are pursuing a career in Education, to strive towards achieving this 
goal outlined by the United Nations. In order for this goal to be accom-

plished, we must prepare ourselves to become educators that will inspire our generation to achieve 
this human right, as it is the best resource to eradicate poverty, domestically and internationally. I will 
put forth my best effort to promote the importance of this resource and create education for all.

science director
× Ben chutta

People call me Ben, I'm a second year science student, an employee for 
the University and a real down to earth guy. Not a lot of people know 
that the U of W has been working on building a new science complex 
that will cost $60 million dollars. The building will be 155,000 square 
feet which adds 15 per cent to the built facilities of the campus, as well as 
19 new state-of-the-art labs. My goal as science director is to ensure stu-
dents take as much out of the new building facility as possible, which 
will then enhance their education leading to a prosperous future. So if 
you want that, I got that, VOTE Benyam.

× michaeL PaiLLé

Hi fellow U of W’ers! My name is Michael Paillé and I’m hoping to 
become your UWSA Science Director. Why, you ask? Well, in my first 
year I’ve already taken the initiative to become part of the Students of 
Science Association (SOSA) executives, volunteer with Let’s Talk Sci-
ence, volunteer elsewhere, and keep up some decent grades. Keeping 
busy and getting involved is sort of my thing. As Science Director, I 
hope to apply what I’ve learnt from being part of SOSA and represent 
all science students, and ensure our needs are met. Being a science stu-

dent so involved at the U of W, you can be sure that my intentions will be to ensure that regardless of 
how small we are as a collective, science students are not forgotten!  I mean hey, look at blood cells, 
electrons, protons, bacteria, and plankton… They’re all small, but still important!

× wiLLiam ring

My main aim as director would be to create connections. The science 
departments in general lack social spaces for students to meet in, be it 
to hang around between classes, discuss lab reports, or study; a science 
lounge is a must! I hope to work with students to organise social events 
outside of school which, as everyone knows, is definitely needed after 4 
reports in a week, or an epic exam! In terms of academics, I hope to con-
nect students and staff more closely by working towards more oppor-
tunities for experiential learning. As an honours biochem student going 

into my 5th year at the U of W, some of my most rewarding experiences have been through indepen-
dent lab work on campus. Through coordinating EcoPIA, I have an idea of how the UWSA is run, 
and plan on taking full advantage of the system for the sake of science!

Arts director
× dyLan Jones-drewniak *running in a sLate with 
cheLsea caLdweLL and greg Furmaniuk

Hello fellow students! My name is Dylan Jones-Drewniak and I am 
running for Arts Director. I?m a third year student majoring in Politi-
cal Studies and I believe strongly in the student movement. I have pre-
viously volunteered for the UWSA and currently serve on the U of W 
Board of Regents as well as the Senate. I have also volunteered for the 
Manitoba Eco-Network for the past several years. I see the UWSA as 
a very important organization in advocating for the rights of students, 

and I pledge to hold the UWSA accountable in its responsibility. As amember of the UWSA Board 
I would work to reduce the level of deficit and to further our steps toward environmental sustain-
ability on campus. Voting for me means voting for the representation of Arts students to the Board 
but also for advocacy on behalf of all students in the UW community!

ADVERTISEMENT
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Campus News

PArt-time/mAture students' director
× no candidate

internAtionAl students/ director
× no candidate

cFs liAison director
× gregory Furmaniuk *running in a sLate with cheLsea 
caLdweLL and dyLan Jones-drewniak

Hi! My name is Gregory Furmaniuk and I'm running for the Canadian 
Federation of Students Liaison. I want to be a voice for UofW in a 
united student movement. I work part-time at the Millenium Library 
and as an organizer for the Public Service Alliance of Canada. I've volun-
teered for Youth Parliament of Manitoba, the Uniter and the Manitoba 
Museum. The CFS needs to continue effectively lobbying government 
for progressive issues that are important to our diverse group of students. 
I promise to ensure that the CFS is answerable to students at a local 
level. As a general member of the UWSA Board, I pledge to work to 

reduce the deficit and to encourage diversity and equality on campus. A vote for me means a vote for 
accountability, social justice and environmental sustainability!

× haniFe masoomi

My name is Hanife Masoomi, I'm 20 years old and it’s my third year at 
UofW. I am majoring in Politics, and I currently running for CFS Liason. 
As this role is the intermediary between the UWSA and the Canadian 
Federation of Students, I will work to address your hopes and concerns to 
a larger audience; while spreading awareness regarding national student 
campaigns. I'm very approachable, so do not hesitate to randomly stop 
me when you see me, I would love to meet and get to know you.

community liAison director
× no candidate

recreAtion And Athletics director
× no candidate

stAtus oF Women director
× cheLsea caLdweLL *running in a sLate with greg Furma-
niuk and dyLan Jones-drewniak

Hey there! My name is Chelsea Caldwell, and I'm running for the posi-
tion of Status of Women Director because I am passionate about gender 
equality and women’s rights. On the UWSA Board of Directors I wish 
to be the advocate for all female students. I am a first-year student at U 
of W, with plans to obtain a B.A. in Human Rights & Global Studies. I 
have been actively involved with the UWSA since my very first week on 
campus & I am currently an intern with the UWSA. As an avid volun-
teer, I have worked with organizations such as L.E.A.F. (Women’s Legal 

Education and Action Fund), the United Way of Winnipeg, Development and Peace, and Youth Par-
liament of Manitoba. As the Status of Women Director, I would ensure that the voices of all women 
from different ethnicities, religions, and educational backgrounds are heard at the boardroom table.

enVironmentAl ethics director
× marLowe BrownLee
Having just returned from the Sierra Youth Coalition's 'Sustainable 
Campuses NOW!' Conference at UBC, Marlowe is very passionate 
about being involved with the University of Winnipeg's community 
and culture. Beginning his 3rd year of studies at UW, he is constructing 
a thematic degree in sustainability, focusing on the interconnected rela-
tionship between environmental and social issues. Marlowe recognizes 
the value of community and the power of collective voice, and endeavors 
to be actively engaged with students regarding all concerns of campus 
ecology – environmental as well as social. By doing so, he feels he may 
be a more accurate voice of the student body as when in dialogue with 

faculty, staff, and administration.

Marlowe has been a member of ECOPia and an active participant  in a number of UWSA events. He 
looks forward to the elections and the opportunity to become a more active member of the UW community.

× andreé Forest

As a 4th-year student studying the arts stream of Environmental Studies, 
I’ve been lucky to know this program was for me from my very first steps 
on campus. Following an amazing internship at the environmental NGO 
ForestEthics this past summer, this year has allowed me to more comfort-
ably settle into student groups who represent my passion for the envi-
ronment. Through my administrative position in the UWSA Ice Riders 
and my commitment to furthering the pursuits of the environmentally 
minded Geography and Environmental Students Association, I’ve come 
to understand the issues facing the university as well as see the wonderful 

work already being done here. I want to fulfil the position of Environmental Ethics Director by apply-
ing my skills to link the various student groups and students with the UWSA and with the administra-
tion in order to achieve greater goals while working in a cohesive, effective fashion.

× andri shchudLo
Hello fellow eco-conscious students! My name is Andri Shchudlo, 
and there is nothing I find more exciting than campus sustainability. 
I am a fourth year honours politics student, with a deep commitment 
to environmental sustainability, and a long history of participation in 
environmental organizations. All students should be proud of the steps 
the University of Winnipeg has taken towards promoting environmental 
responsibility. As environmental ethics director, it will be my goal to 
expand student participation in these initiatives, and build awareness 
of the benefits of a green campus. In addition, I will work with other 
members of the UWSA to introduce new programs and policies aimed 

at reducing campus waste and emissions, improving energy efficiency and recycling, and fostering 
sustainable transportation. I look forward to working with all of you students to make the University 
of Winnipeg a sustainability leader.

lGBt And * students' director
× ro miLLs

My given name is Rosemary, but since I’m not yet in a nursing home 
feel free to call me Ro. I am running to be your 2011/12 LGBT* Direc-
tor. For those of you who are wondering I personally identify under the 
“L” in that abbreviation. Some of you only know the gay community for 
our dancing Ellen’s, gossiping Perez Hilton’s, and idol losing Adam Lam-
bert's. I am here to tell you that the LGBT* community is all around 
you and I hope to represent these people whether out of the closet or 
stuck in it. My goal is to advocate the views and needs of all these stu-
dents around campus and at the UWSA board meetings. Of particular 

concern is to maintain the University of Winnipeg as a positive space for all of our LGBT* students. 
This means staying connected and taking action to ensure the safety and comfort of our Queer iden-
tified students.

AdAPtiVe serVices director
× danieLLe otto

So, it’s March, and that means that it is once again time for me to ask 
for the support of students in the UWSA General Election. I’m asking 
you to re-elect me as Adaptive Services Director on the UWSA Board 
of Directors. I have learned a lot about the importance of my role over 
the past year, and was able to be a part of some exciting changes for stu-
dents with disabilities, .including successfully lobbying administration to 
increase staffing of the Disability Resource Centre. However, as with any 
group of students, the work of advocating for students with disabilities is 

never done. As Adaptive Services Director my priorities include:

·Continuing to work with university administration to ensure that plans to relocate the Disability 
Resource Centre move forward in a timely manner
·Organizing a Spread the Word to End the Word campaign, or other disability awareness event 
that interests students
·Ensuring that the UWSA’s Freestyle V, if it takes places, includes one performer with a disability.

I look forward to working with Students for Inclusion, and DRC staff to ensure that this university 
is as accessible and enriching as it can be.
Thanks for your support,
Danielle Otto

director oF student liVinG
× sam hanson & reBecca Bock-Freeman

Sam Hanson is a second year Criminal Justice major who has 
lived in the UW student residence for two years. Rebecca Bock-
Freeman is a third year double major in Politics and Rhetoric. 
While serving as the Director of Student Living, 2010-2011, 
Rebecca focused mainly on appeals, advocacy and UWSA 
responsibilities. Sam and Rebecca worked together through-
out the year campaigning to get students living in residence 
protected under the Manitoba Residential Tenancies Act. The 

campaign is focused on providing rent controls, a neutral body for appeals, and rights to privacy 
and security. As co-directors we wish to bring to the UWSA the ability to cover more territory in 
terms of advocacy and social events, reaching out to students living on and off campus. We wish to 
explore potential alternatives to the mandatory meal plan at McFeetors Hall. We also wish to pro-
vide a friendly, confident, reliable voice to all students while effectively and efficiently creating posi-
tive change.

Business And economics director
× no candidate

GrAduAte students' director
× FeLix martinez & xiaoyu wang

Our concern is that by sharing the position we can hear 
more voices from different departments. Although gradu-
ate students do look similar in their schedules: four courses 
+ a thesis, we believe there is still diversity among differ-
ent departments. As we know the Biology and Computer 
Science are 2 largest graduate programs in U of W. This 
means we can represent the majority of graduate students 
since we know the needs of the graduate students in our 
own department well. What is more, we can learn to real-

ize the diverse needs among different departments from the difference between our departments, 
namely Biology and Computer Science. In this way, we think the needs of the minority can be bet-
ter considered.

Our objective is to build connection of all the graduate programs in U of W so that all the graduate 
students can feel like more involved in this university other than just knowing their supervisors and 
classmates. We think it’s a good idea to first build a tiny connection between two of us and we are 
hoping it will work.

{               }

{               }Stay tuned to www.uniter.ca for  
strike updates/changes to election cycle.

check out our Facebook event at:
http://tinyurl.com/uwsaelection2011

cONTacT ThE ELEcTIONS cOMMISSION aT 

cec@theuwsa.ca
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recent graffiti 
is laughable, not 
revolutionary

matt austman
staff Writer

They are making informed, self-reflexive 
and dedicated anarchists around the city 
slap their head every time they pass through 
Wolseley.  

You may have seen their messages on the 
side of dumpsters, buildings or even the odd 
sidewalk. You may have seen them... wait, 
those are actually the only places that you 
may have seen them.  

They're haphazardly spray painting the 
anarchist symbol around and usually even 
taking the time to write a cheap slogan.

But only the bravest take the time to add 
a slogan with the anarchist symbol.

I am talking about a group that I refer to 
as the “Wolseley Anarchists.” This group – 
or perhaps one especially “rebellious” indi-
vidual – of self-proclaimed anarchists are 
taking it to the streets... when nobody is 
looking, in case they get told on.

They're probably teenagers, although it 
would be pretty sweet if they are actually a 
bunch of old lawyers getting rowdy.

But that's part of their mystery, their 
allure. The common passerby doesn't even 
know their age.

However, we can only assume that they're 
young and listen to a lot of Rage Against the 
Machine in their parents' basements.

Yep, the Wolseley Anarchists are out and 
about and sending anti-authority messages 
to Winnipeggers, such as:

1) Hate cops.
2) Don't trust the government.
3) Some other statement that is smudgy 
and almost finished being removed by 
property owners.

Did you just throw up in your mouth?
That'll happen as you walk through Wol-

seley and read such inane sloganeering – that 
is, if you even bother; with pathetic graffiti 
like this, the Wolseley Anarchists seem inca-

pable of any type of self-reflexive thought.  
They select surface concepts from a broad 

and profound political philosophy like anar-
chism and then bastardize the hell out of it.

Hating cops and the government makes 
for a nice sound bite, but it has little to do 
specifically with anarchism as a political 
concept.

By reducing themselves and their message 
to mildly anarchist platitudes, they are able 
to muster the arrogance to spray paint hilari-
ously weak statements on public and private 
property (they seem not to make a distinc-
tion, which is perhaps the only insight they 
possess).

Hopefully, whoever is leaving these mes-
sages at least gets a fuzzy feeling when they 
spray paint – that's what rebellion seems to 
entail these days in Winnipeg.

It's just another example of people ful-
filling a personal emptiness through seem-
ingly rebellious acts without consideration 
of whether what they are expressing is rel-
evant or not.

They won't reform on this – if they did 
they would no longer exist.  

But maybe this group or individual will 
start listening to Dave Matthews Band, read 
John Locke and become the Wolseley Lib-
erals instead.  

They'll start spray painting cliché liberal 
slogans that the media and the state spew 
out every day, such as “Regulation before 
revolution!,” “Green capitalism!” and “Tax 
cuts create jobs!”

Matt Austman shakes his head at you,  
Wolseley Anarchists.

The Wolseley Anarchists

ARANDA ADAMS

By the time this issue of The Uniter is pub-
lished, the decision to strike will have been 
made by the University of Winnipeg Faculty 
Association (UWFA). 

Whether or not a strike is averted, however, 
the long-standing structural issues endemic to 
the labour conflict between the UWFA and 
the University of Winnipeg’s administration 
show no signs of dissipating.

The lead up to the strike has seen a litany 
of salary issues come to the fore. The UWFA 
claims it is chronically underpaid relative to 
their colleagues at other Manitoba post-sec-
ondary institutions. 

Dan Hurley, administration spokesperson 
and U of W associate vice-president (external 
affairs), has fluctuated between claiming salary 
increases would have to be paid for by higher 
tuition fees and that the underfunding of the 
U of W on a per student basis is to blame.

The U of W’s strike information web-
site page initially claimed that meeting the 
demands of the UWFA (an 8.4 per cent wage 
increase over three years) would require a 10 
per cent increase in tuition fees. 

Students have had to rely on Hurley’s asser-
tion that each per cent wage increase translates 
to a one-and-a-quarter tuition fee increase as 
proof.

Hurley illustrated a clearer picture of what 
constrains the administration’s position on 
this matter earlier this week on CBC Radio, 
when he noted that the U of W receives less 
than two-thirds of government funding per 
student relative to other Manitoban universi-
ties. Recent figures put this number at $6,800 
per student. 

This fact speaks to a larger issue which has 
been plaguing universities across Canada for 
decades: the decrease in provincial and fed-
eral government funding of post-secondary 
institutions, and the subsequent pressures this 
puts upon universities to meet their budgetary 
requirements.

While students have primarily focused on 
the effects this has had on the bottom lines of 
their tuition payments, labour disputes such 
as the one between the UWFA and U of W 
administration should make students and com-
munity members ask whether forcing univer-
sities to find other corporate revenue streams 
and chronically underpaying its faculty is a 
worthwhile decision.

So far, the media battle waged between the 
UWFA and the administration has centred on 
veiled accusations of greed on either side. 

The administration plays the tuition card 
and the UWFA counters with a call to reduce 
six-figure administrator salaries – that sort of 
thing. 

There are many larger issues regarding the 
state of the university in Canada at play here, 
and at the moment, the U of W provides a par-
ticular focal point. 

Principal amongst these are the problems of 
underfunding, tuition fee fear mongering and 
the hollowing out of university departments 
and devaluation of faculty members. 

Even if a strike is averted or proves to be a 
short one, an agreement between the UWFA 
and the U of W administration on wage 
increases does not solve other deep-seated 
issues beyond the control of either party. 

It is high time to begin a discussion about 
the external forces pushing universities towards 
the types of labour disputes witnessed these 
days at the U of W. 

As well, it is important to wade through the 
mudslinging which has been featured in the 
media to this point in order to gain a better 
understanding of the problems which plague 
the U of W specifically.

Are U of W administrator salaries too high? 
Are there too many of them? 

What are the hard numbers on the salaries 
of faculty and administrators? 

Is a rise in tuition fees the only way to pay 
for increases to faculty salaries? 

Look for these questions and others to 
be addressed in the coming weeks, both 
within the pages of The Uniter and online at  
www.uniter.ca. 

Labour dispute 
points to larger 
issues

EDITORIAL

readers respond
Re: “Absurd rape ruling demonstrates how far we have yet to go” 
(March 3, page 9)
In response to this article, there are several clarifications that should 
be made.

With regards to the circumstances surrounding a violent inci-
dent, provocation and intoxication can be used as partial defenses.

Imagine the difference if a victim was found murdered in a school 
or a crack house? What was the victim’s blood alcohol level?

It does not change the fact that the victim has been victimized, 
but it does paint a more elaborate picture of the event.

Sexual assault is deplorable in all its forms and should never be 
tolerated. That being said, spirited feminism should not replace 
rational thinking and proper process when dealing with this issue.

Nobody wants their sister, mother or friend to be victimized, but 
when an issue like this arises, it is almost always consumed by fem-
inist media.

This is not a “women’s problem,” this is a community problem, 
and the knee-jerk reaction to vilify men is all too common. It has 
become all too easy just to say, “Men don’t understand.”

Lastly, I leave you with a hypothetical situation that might shed 
more light on the judge’s comments:

Let’s assume I drive to school for my night class, and I park my 
car on Spence Street. I choose to leave my laptop in plain sight on 
my passenger seat and head to class. Returning to my car, I find my 
window broken and my computer stolen.

I have been victimized, but due in part to my disregard for the 
environment in which I left my belongings. I have no doubt that 
in some small way, you would say that I contributed to my victim-
ization.

The goal is not to blame the victim. The goal is to become more 
personally accountable for our actions.

Matthew Roucek 
B.A. Criminal Justice 
current Business & Administration student

Re: “Why we should oppose human rights” (March 3, page 9)
This article makes some important points about how human rights 
are subordinated to the rights of property—in other words, to cor-
porate profits—in capitalist societies, and about how legal equality 
is not genuine social equality.

Concern about human rights is often a first step for people ques-
tioning the society we live in. So rather than people in the West 
needing to be “emancipated from the concept of human rights,” 
I’d say that people who say they support human rights need to be 
encouraged to dig deeper, to question the idea that legal guaran-
tees of equal rights can address their concerns about inequality and 
human suffering.

Racism, sexism, heterosexism and other forms of oppression 
still exist even though people in Canada have equal rights in law. 
Human rights recognized by the state in a capitalist society do noth-
ing to challenge the control of most of society’s wealth by a tiny 
dominant class.

Recognizing this points to the need to work towards, as Matt 
puts it, an “alternative system” whose priorities would be human 
needs and ecological rationality, not profit… in other words, social-
ist democracy (not the Stalinist model of bureaucratic dictatorship 
that masqueraded as socialism).

David Camfield 
via www.uniter.ca

Re: “Dr. Octagon’s Sudoku” (page 19)
It has been at least three weeks since the weekly sudoku puzzle was 
replaced with a massive advertisement.

Is the sudoku puzzle coming back? Personally, it was one of the 
best aspects of getting a new copy of The Uniter.

I much preferred a puzzle over a large corporate advertisement.

Devin Wehrle

Editor’s Note: The volunteer who was contributing sudoku puz-
zles to The Uniter each week decided he no longer has time to create 
them for us. We are looking at replacing his sudokus with other sudo-
kus soon.

Letters

Comments
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Documentaries should 
encourage critical 
thinking through 
education, not 
manipulation

sam hagenloCher
volunteer

When George W. Bush won his re-elec-
tion campaign in 2004, Michael Moore was 
upset.

After mounting a years-long campaign 
against W., which included producing the 
highest-earning documentary of all time 
(Fahrenheit 9/11) and giving one of the most 
politically-charged acceptance speeches in 
Academy Award history, it seemed the man 
had failed.

Bush won resoundingly, taking 51 per cent 
of the popular vote.

But if there’s one thing you can say about 
Moore, it’s that he doesn’t quit.

After that election, he stated that “51 per 
cent of the American people lacked informa-
tion, and we want to educate and enlighten 
them.”

For Moore, the problem was the major-
ity of American people being uneducated, 
and thus democratically making the wrong 
choice.

Unfortunately, education is missing from 
many of Moore’s documentary films.

Not long ago, I was flipping through 
channels when I ran across Capitalism: A 
Love Story, Moore’s latest opus, in which he 

attempts to tackle the financial meltdown of 
2008.

I decided to watch it until I felt the urge 
to turn it off, which came about 25 minutes 
in, as Moore was in the midst of yet another 
ham-fisted attempt at speaking with the pres-
ident of General Motors (which he seems to 
do in every movie).

He doesn’t make it past the outside steps 
of the building before being escorted off the 
premises by security. Shock.

Moore’s been doing his “outsider” song 
and dance for over two decades, so you can 
bet he’s got it down by now.

In his films, he’s always running up to peo-
ple in business suits on the street, getting told 
off, going to corporate headquarters only to 
be turned away.

Eventually, he goes back to talking with 
“real Americans” (the poor ones), who seem 
to be the only ones who can stand being 
around him.

Here’s what I don’t understand: if the 
expressed purpose of his films are education, 
why does he spend all his time talking to the 

people who know the least about what’s actu-
ally going on?

Instead of wasting countless rolls of film 
on him running around and getting rejected, 
why doesn’t he just talk to the right people?

Oh, right, I forgot; no one wants to talk 
to him because they’re horrible, greedy elit-
ists who hate the “average” American, who is 
apparently represented by Moore himself.

In 2007, a new documentary filmmaker 
emerged. His name was Charles Ferguson 
and he made his documentaries a little dif-
ferently.

Though he tackled many of the same issues 
as Moore, his way of approaching things was 
decidedly unique.

With his debut feature, an Iraq exposé 
titled No End In Sight, instead of spending 
his time collecting footage of Bush gaffes and 
weeping war mothers, he decided to inter-
view the people in charge, the people who 
knew what was actually happened.

Instead of trying to get Republican sena-
tors and congressmen to sign their kids up 
for the army, Ferguson spent his time doing 
actual research about Iraq.

When he was finished with it, what he 
had created was a Master’s course on the Iraq 
war, and a devastating exposé on bureaucratic 
incompetence.

As a follow up, Ferguson decided to tackle 
the financial crisis with his Oscar-winning 
doc Inside Job, in which he takes an approach 
similar to the one he took in his previous 
film.

He emerged with much the same result, 
creating another educational tool for explain-
ing a very divisive and complicated issue, tak-
ing all sides of the story and creating a text-
book of a film.

The difference between Moore and Fergu-
son comes down to how they view their audi-

ence.
Their politics are likely quite similar, but 

their approach is disparate.
Moore has always complained about the 

Republican Party’s lack of respect for middle-
America and their manipulative tactics for 
swaying the under-educated masses.

But he is guilty of the same crime. He 
doesn’t respect his audience, or their ability to 
think critically, and uses emotionally manip-
ulative tactics in an attempt to sway viewers 
to his way of thinking.    

Ferguson respects his audience enough to 
educate them, encouraging them to criticize 
and question the ideas being presented.

Emotional manipulation, distraction and 
misinformation have become so common-
place in America over the past few decades 
that it’s hard to imagine the country without 
them.

Moore blames the Republicans, the 
Republicans blame Moore, and around and 
around it goes.

Until both sides decide to inform and edu-
cate, rather than manipulate, there will be no 
moving forward.

Sam Hagenlocher still thinks Exit Through 
The Gift Shop should have won.

Michael Moore, meet Charles Ferguson

naturalism no basis for 
morality

Jon Kornelsen
volunteer staff

Say what you will about the University of 
Winnipeg. Yes, we have cramped classrooms, 
our library stacks need a serious overhaul 
(I’ll never forget the 100-year-old second-
ary source I used for a paper last year) and 
our student body is about as active in UWSA 
elections as my grandma is on Facebook.  

But the one thing that cannot be said is 
that students at the U of W don’t care about 
human rights issues.

We certainly do.
Yes, we have a reputation for supporting 

human rights, but why?
Why do so many of U of W students seem 

to carry the innate assumption that caring 
about issues of human rights and social jus-
tice is inherently good, in the same way that 
we assume recycling and exercise to be inher-
ently good practices?  

The funny thing is that the more I ponder 
this question, the more absurd this assump-
tion appears. Let me explain.

The prevailing worldview of our mod-
ern secular society dictates that life arose by 
chance, eons ago, in a primordial chemi-
cal soup. Over subsequent generations, our 
ancestors made the transition from this soup 
to solid ground.  

The rest, as they say, is history.
According to this worldview, human life 

(and all other forms of life, for that matter) is 
simply an accidental side effect of the unpre-
dictable and undirected interactions of life-
less matter.  

As such, it is necessarily devoid of any 
intrinsic worth or value, as value, by defini-
tion, must be ascribed to an object by an out-
side agent.

Hence the absurdity of the fact that stu-
dents from this thoroughly secular institu-
tion are renowned for their willingness to 

invest so much time, money and effort in the 
pursuit of social justice, a cause which is ulti-
mately grounded on the assumption of the 
intrinsic worth of every human being.  

After all, if we really believe that humanity 
is merely the by-product of muck, then why 
on earth should we care about the suffering 
of the disenfranchised, at home or abroad? 
A naturalistic worldview dictates that their 
lives, like yours, have no intrinsic value.  

Thus, when measured against the princi-
ples of their own belief system, a naturalist’s 
efforts to uphold the “dignity” and “value” of 
human existence amount to a contradictory 
farce.

Please do not misunderstand me. As a fol-
lower of Jesus Christ, I believe very strongly 
that issues of human rights and social justice 
are of extreme importance.  

The Bible is bursting with commands and 
exhortations to uphold the basic value of 
human life by caring for the oppressed.  

Indeed, in one of many such instances in 
scripture, Psalm 82 tells us to “Give justice to 
the poor and the orphan; uphold the rights 
of the oppressed and the destitute. Rescue 
the poor and the helpless; deliver them from 
the grasp of evil people” (vs. 3-4).  

Elsewhere in the biblical texts, God’s con-

cern for the poor and oppressed is absolutely 
radical and unprecedented, particularly in 
the gracious concessions granted to the poor 
in the otherwise unbending Old Testament 
sacrificial system.  

The difference, however, between social 
justice in the biblical, as opposed to the nat-
uralist, worldview, is that biblical social jus-
tice actually has a basis: the intrinsic value 
of human beings, created as we are, “in the 
image of God” (Gen. 1:27).

In the end, the socially conscious natural-
ist cannot have it both ways.  

If humans were not created and endowed 
with intrinsic value by this same Creator, 
then fine.

But don’t go claiming in the next breath 
that we all should give a rip about the “evils” 
of injustice and oppression; the naturalist 
worldview leaves no room for that kind of 
morality.  

Jon Kornelsen is a fourth-year education stu-
dent at the University of Winnipeg.

The human rights paradox

In the end, the socially 
conscious naturalist cannot 
have it both ways

rob altemeyer  
mLA for woLseLey
202-222 Furby St. • 775-8575  
robaltemeyer@mts.net

Proudly  
supporting  
post secondary  
education

Emotional manipulation, 
distraction and 
misinformation have become 
so commonplace in america 
over the past few decades 
that it’s hard to imagine the 
country without them. Until 
both sides decide to inform 
and educate, rather than 
manipulate, there will be no 
moving forward

have yOU  
GOT SOMeThinG 
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Singer-songwriter explores relational collapse on sophomore album
arts & Culture

aaron epp
managing eDitor

When he released his self-titled debut 
in 2007, Manitoba-born singer-
songwriter Michael Peters hoped to 
follow it up with four more albums 
in the following four years.

But after the release of that 
record, Peters found himself facing 
a year of divorce proceedings after 
the dissolution of his 10-year mar-

riage.
Now Peters is getting around to 

releasing Etherised, his sophomore 
album, and the content was heav-
ily influenced by that trying time 
in his life.

As a collection, the 10 songs on 
Etherised all deal with relational col-
lapse.

“It’s from the point of view of 
different characters,” says Peters, 
who remarried in 2009 and has 
since moved to Toronto where his 
wife is pursuing grad studies. 

“It’s really not a confessional 
sort of thing. There’s moments 
where I can hear my own self talk-
ing through the characters, but a 
lot of the time, I’m doing my best 
to be somebody else, and they just 
happen to be going through that 
stuff.”

Peters’ preoccupation with writ-
ing character songs is evident in 
two of the album’s standout tracks, 
Angels or Demons and Etherised.

In Angels or Demons, Peters adopts 
the voice of a man whose sister has 

returned home after facing a variety 
of difficulties in her life, from abu-
sive boyfriends to living with a cult.

In the title track, an affecting 
piece of music with a Police vibe, 
Peters sings from the perspective of 
an adulterous evangelist begging for-
giveness of his wife in order to save 
his marriage and career.

Musically, it’s an eclectic album. 
Whereas his debut CD was a sparse 
affair driven by voice, acoustic gui-
tar and some pedal steel accompa-
niment, the songs on Etherised were 

fleshed out with the help of Win-
nipeg music scene mainstays Julian 
Bradford (bass) and drummer Cur-
tis Nowosad (drums).

Ain’t Nothing But Jesus is a tradi-
tional folk song, Run Run Sylvie is 
a Steve Earle-inspired roots rocker, 
and other songs on the album are 
straightforward rock ‘n’ roll.

Keith Price, Peters’ good friend 
and an accomplished guitarist in his 
own right, produced the record. 

Now that the record is out, Peters 
is touring west with Price, Bradford 
and Nowosad as his backing band.

The tour begins in Winni-
peg on Thursday, March 17 with 
a CD release show at the Times 
Change(d).

“My ambition for (the record) 
is that it garners enough momen-
tum so that I can do it again,” Peters 
says. 

“The whole goal is to carry on and 
to be able to make another record.”

See Michael Peters live Thursday, 
March 17 at Times change(d)
ingrid Gatin will also perform
Music starts at 9:30 p.m.
admission is $10 at the door
visit www.myspace.com/michaelpe-
tersmusic

although he's called winnipeg home for most of his life, singer-songwriter Michael Peters now lives in Toronto.
COURTESY M. PETERS

the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the Helsinki fashion blog www.
hel-looks.com. each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual expression and 
celebrate that you are really, really good looking.

Claire
"I feel what I wear is a 

project. An arts and crafts 
project."

SIERRA SAWATSKY

“There’s moments 
where I can hear 
my own self 
talking through the 
characters, but a 
lot of the time, I’m 
doing my best to be 
somebody else.” 
 – MichaeL PeTerS
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WEST CENTraL WOMEN rOCk! & 
CraFT SHOW

With a bigger building comes bigger costs, and so the West Cen-
tral Women’s Resource Centre is again turning to the community to 
help keep its doors open.

The West End-based organization, which sees more than 15,000 
visits from women each year who want to help themselves and their 
families lead safer, healthier lives, will host a fundraising concert Sat-
urday, March 12 at the West End Cultural Centre.

Juno nominated singer-songwriter Romi Mayes (pictured) and 
orchestral funk band Flying Fox and the Hunter Gatherers will per-
form. Local artists also will be selling their goods. Proceeds will help 
the centre raise money to pay for ongoing programming, as well as 
continued renovations and bills.

The goal is to raise $5,000, said WCWRC executive director 
Jackie Hogue.

“That’s pretty close to a month or two of keeping the lights on, 
heat on and the doors open. It’s pretty huge in the scheme of things,” 
she said.

The organization’s first concert last year sold out, raising $7,000.
“Everyone was there because they believe in our project,” said 

Hogue. “It was something people really wanted to be a part of.
“Asking people to come out again and show their support for 

helping this building open is what we’re doing now. We’ll be grate-
ful for every single ticket that is sold.”

Tickets are on sale now for $20 (general) and $10 (low income) 
and can be purchased at McNally Robinson Booksellers, Organic 
Planet, the WECC, the WCWRC, or at the door. Doors open at 
7:15 p.m. and the show starts at 8:00 p.m.  

Visit www.wcwrc.ca.
 – MATT PREPROST

FLYING FOX aND THE HUNTEr 
GaTHErErS

For local rock sextet Flying Fox and the Hunter Gatherers, it’s 
all about the number three.

You have three chances to see them play live in the coming 
week-and-a-half and they’re releasing their third CD this com-
ing Tuesday, March 15.

And the title track of that CD, Hans My Lion, is a song with 
three parts to it.

Hans My Lion is something of a concept record, exploring male 
sexuality via the story of Hans, a lion born to a human family.

“It could be listed as one piece of music in three parts, but we 
divided it into the beginning, middle and end of the album,” says 
singer, guitarist and primary songwriter Jesse Krause. 

“They sort of keep this narrative thread going through the 
whole thing, but it’s not a strict narrative that is continuous 
through all the other pieces. (The other pieces) sort of touch 
off on emotional tangents, so the story outlined in the Hans My 
Lion pieces is reflected thematically and emotionally in the other 
pieces.”

Musically, people can expect a progression of what they heard 
on Flying Fox’s two EPs – adventurous pop-rock music that 
incorporates a horn section and borrows from folk, gypsy, jazz 
and classical music to create something truly unique.

See Flying Fox live on Friday, March 11 when they open 
for The Fugitives at the Park Theatre, or on Saturday, 
March 12 when they play the West End Cultural Centre.

On Saturday, March 19, they’re at Music Trader for a perfor-
mance at 1 p.m. 

Then they head on tour, followed by an official CD release 
show Saturday, April 16 at the West End Cultural Centre.

Visit www.flyingfoxandthehuntergatherers.com for details.
-AARON EPP

BIrTHDaY BOYS

The last time Birthday Boys toured across Canada, they 
wrote and recorded 30 songs in 30 days — not just to 
keep them occupied on the long drives between shows, 
but to keep their fans engaged.

“It was a month long and we had the thought that we 
can just wake up everyday and do art while everyone else 
bitches and complains about their jobs,” co-lead vocalist 
Jordan Mack said in a phone interview from his home in 
Peterborough, Ontario.

“With the Internet now, you need to keep a steady 
connection with your fanbase going on. If you can con-
stantly keep attaching and identifying yourself with them, 
it keeps you interesting and keeps people interested.”

Though none of those tracks made it on the band’s lat-
est EP, Tin Head, it was an exercise in modern day music 
philosophy — much like how the six songs on Tin Head 
were never originally intended to be release.

“I think that (the songs) may be something that fur-
ther on, maybe on the next record, we pull and use them,” 
said Mack. “It’s something we’ve tried to do, to not hold 
onto tracks and continuously write (and release).

“Instead of saying ‘This would be good for the next 
album,’ we might as well record it and get it out to peo-
ple.”

The band will be recording 10 rockumentary webi-
sodes as they tour western Canada in March.

Catch Birthday Boys perform live Wednesday, March 
16 at the Pyramid Cabaret. Electric Six will also perform. 
Visit www.birthdayboysmusic.com.

 – MATT PREPROST

visit uniter.ca/listings For more oF What’s happening

THUrSDaY, MarCH 10

The SMOKy TiGer plays at the Times change(d) high and 
Lonesome club.

BUcKcherry, PaPa rOach, BLeeKer riDGe and My DarKer 
DayS are playing at the MTS centre.

nOrThern creaTUre, icOnOcLySM and TreaD The FLOODS 
play at the Pyramid cabaret.

PeTer nOOne'S herMan'S herMiTS play at club regent.

The SOvieT SPace DOGS play at Shannon's irish Pub.

ya KeTchOSe and enTre ParenTheSeS are performing at 
the Park Theatre.

SLOw MOTiOn waLTer is at the royal George hotel.

Larry rOy and STeve KirBy perform at the current Lounge.

The Fast Flying virginian Jam night at the Standard.

JeFF KinG is featured in Sam's Place's Swinging Thursday 
Series.

Blues Jam with MiDniGhT Train at the windsor hotel.

There is a jam night at the Belgian club.

Thursday is Jam night with rOUTe 59 at the cavern.

Big Dancing with ric harD & The hOSerS every Thursday 
night at Ozzy's.

FrIDaY, MarCH 11

BOaTS, DeParTUreS and TrUe hUSSarS perform at the Lo 
Pub.

KiDS On Fire, rePUBLic OF chaMPiOnS and the PinK SLiPS 
play at the royal albert arms.

The rOcKDOraS and LeS SeXy romp and stomp at the Stan-
dard.

chriS PaLMer, DarryL TOrchia and JOnaThan aLLOn per-
form at the ellice Theatre.

The MaGniFicenT 7'S and DJ hUnnicUT perform at the Pyr-
amid cabaret.

The rUineD and LivinG in reD are performing at the 
Osborne village Zoo.

BOG river are playing at Mcnally robinson.

Sheena & The SOUL ShaDOwS play at the cavern.

KniGhT riDerZ, FreaKy aLien and chriS KOMUS entertain 
at the academy.

The chriS carMichaeL BanD plays at Shannon's irish Pub.

FLyinG FOX & The hUnTer-GaThererS play at the Park The-
atre.

The rwB's Glitterati: Mad Tea Party is at the centennial con-
cert hall.

rOLLin Penner & The TraveLinG MeDicine ShOw are play-

ing at Sam's Place.

TiM BUTLer plays at winnipeg's home of the blues, the wind-
sor hotel.

rOMi MayeS entertains at the Times change(d) high and 
Lonesome club.

eyaM, anTiKaThera, DeMiGOD and GranD MaSTer play at 
Ozzy's.

SaTUrDaY, MarCH 12

B.a. JOhnSTOn's 7" release with the LOneLy vULcanS and 
MeiSha & The SPanKS is at the royal albert arms.

haarP debuts at the Graffiti Gallery with FLeTcher PraTT, 
inTerMODaL FreiGhTSySTeMS and PhiLia.

FLyinG FOX & The hUnTer-GaThererS perform at the west 
end cultural centre.

The BUShTiTS and anDrew neviLLe & The POOr chOiceS 
play at the Times change(d) high and Lonesome club.

The ShUcKerS perform at Sam's Place.

J.D. eDwarDS is joined by MayOr MaTT aLLen & hiS LiTTLe 
BUDDieS at the cavern club.

There is an international women's Day dance party at the 
Lo Pub.

Sound Matters at the Plug in ica features GOrDOn FiTZeLL, 
aLeG POKhanOvSKi and Jean-FranÇOiS LaPOrTe.

LinDSey whiTe plays at Mcnally robinson.

X enGine X perform at the Zoo.

chriS FrOOMe plays at v.P. nites.

BaSS invaDerS returns to the Osborne village Zoo.

MaS heaDSPace play at Shannon's irish Pub.

TiM BUTLer plays at winnipeg's home of the blues, the wind-
sor hotel.

SUNDaY, MarCH 13

nOrThern creaTUre is playing at the Pyramid cabaret.

The KinG SinGerS perform at The Portage avenue church. 
7:30 p.m.

The Blues Society is hosting an acoustic jam at chapters in 
Polo Park.

aLL The KinG'S Men play weekly at The King's head.

Blues Jam with BiG Dave McLean at the Times change(d) 
high and Lonesome club.

BaD cOUnTry entertains at the Standard.

MONDaY, MarCH 14

The MacLean BrOTherS do their weekly gig at the royal 
George hotel.

naThan rOGerS plays celtic music at Shannon's irish Pub.

Sift through record crates filled with K-Tel gold at the vinyl 
Drip at the cavern.

Join the open mic at Le Garage café hosted by MeLiSSa 
PLeTT.

TUESDaY,  MarCH 15

The GZa performs at the Pyramid.

it's soul night at the cavern with The SOLUTiOnS.

Mardi Jazz goes down at Le Foyer in the Franco-Manitoban 
cultural centre.

Blues Jam with the DeBra Lyn BanD at Le Garage café.

Sean BrOwn plays at the red cactus.

KaTie MUrPhy plays at Shannon's irish Pub.

WEDNESDaY, MarCH 16

eLecTric SiX play at the Pyramid cabaret with the BirTh-
Day BOyS.

KaTie MUrPhy, TaKe Me TO The PiLOT and MaGnUM K.i. play 
in Degrees Diner at the U of M.

FLO plays at Shannon's irish Pub.

TiM BUTLer plays weekly at the Bella vista.

chriS carMichaeL plays at the yellow Dog Tavern.

Jazz is on the menu at the hang in the Orbit room.

anDrew neviLLe & The POOr chOiceS play weekly at the 
Standard.

Dan FrecheTTe and JereMy rUSU are playing at the Times 
change(d) high and Lonesome club.

The MaGician plays at the King's head.

THUrSDaY, MarCH 17

MichaeL PeTerS is releasing his album etherised at the 
Times change(d) high and Lonesome club with inGriD GaTin 
opening.

haUnTer, The MySTicS and POP criMeS are playing at the 
Lo Pub.

Shannon's irish Pub holds its big St Patrick's Day event with 
naThan rOGerS, The BraDy iriSh DancerS and PUShinG 
DaiSieS.

The F-hOLeS play at the Toad in the hole.

hUGh cOrnweLL and The JiM hawKinS BanD plays at the 
Pyramid cabaret.

DUST rhinOS play at the King's head Pub.

Marinanne D'eLia performs at the current Lounge.

The Fast Flying virginian Jam night at the Standard.

Blues Jam with MiDniGhT Train at the windsor hotel.

There is a jam night at the Belgian club.

Thursday is Jam night with rOUTe 59 at the cavern.

Big Dancing with ric harD & The hOSerS every Thursday 
night at Ozzy's.

UPCOMING EVENTS

The reSiDenTS are performing on March 24 at the west end 
cultural centre.

ManiTOBa MeTaLFeST is on March 24 at the Park Theatre and 
March 25 and 26 at the Osborne village Zoo.

DiaMOnD rinGS and P.S. i LOve yOU are doing the Lo Pub on 
March 25.

The rUraL aLBerTa aDvanTaGe are rolling into the Pyramid 
cabaret on March 31.

The LUyaS play at the Lo Pub on april 3.

BrUce cOcKBUrn performs at the Burton cummings The-
atre on april 5.

DeSTrOyer plays april 13 at the west end cultural centre.

The PiXieS are playing at the centennial concert hall on april 
26 and april 27.

MerZBOw performs at the royal albert arms on May 22.

Brian wiLSOn performs Gershwin songs and some of his own 
at the Pantages Playhouse on June 22.

PinK MarTini plays at the centennial concert hall on June 
25.

The BLacK KeyS turn the MTS centre into a garage on July 2.

more music this Week

Concert? art show? 
Community event? 

Volunteer opportunity?

Want to see 
your event in 
The uniter?

e-mail your listing to listings@
uniter.ca. The deadline for all 

listings is Tuesday.

The Uniter is published every 
Thursday, so send your listings 
9 days prior to the issue you 

want your listing to appear in. 
it’s free. it’s easy.
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FLYING FOX AND THE HUNTER GATHERERS
hans My Lion
head in the sand

Flying Fox's Jesse Krause is a master when it comes to 
crafting a good song. he's also got a heck of a wide vocal 
range. witness hammer, in which he channels both Tom 
waits and a drunken opera singer caught in a musical 
landscape of raucous gypsy jazz. winter sounds a bit like 
an ominous relative to Queen's Bohemian rhapsody, with a 
kooky solo section that can only be described as “Klezmer salsa.” This ambitious album 
plays out like a rock opera, most notably in the hans My Lion trilogy, which chronicles 
the life and times of a troubled lion-child hybrid. These carefully orchestrated songs 
allow each band member to show off their individual talents while contributing to a 
wholly unique musical vision. This is an album with no shortage of imaginative material 
that is bound to become a classic.

 – Phil enns

AUDIO/ROCKETRY
eastward and Onward   
independent

audio/rocketry’s album is appropriately christened eastward 
and Onward. it’s a collection of highway-side tunes written 
on the shoulders of the Trans-canada highway. The twangy 
stylings of guitar, banjo, bass and percussion land the band 
in the category of folk. The album has a distinctive sound 
and there are plenty of songs about traveling canadian 
lands. hallelujah halifax is a track about the band rolling into halifax on “rusty tracks.” 
hitchin’ Blues is a bluegrass, harmonic-driven tune with soft guitar that tells a tale of 
a man walking down the St. Lawrence. The album is unique, but lends itself to a very 
specific audience; you really have to have a hankering for harmonica to get on board 
with eastward and Onward because the instrument is a little over-used. if you love the 
sounds that come from a farmer’s porch, then this is the album for you.  

 – Sara Shyiak

bROADCAST ZERO
Some concerns regarding This revolt...
stumble records

Broadcast Zero make punk the way it’s supposed to be: 
quick and dirty. Singer/guitarist nick Shrubsole has a voice 
that is full of grit and razor blades. although Broadcast 
Zero might come off as being break-neck angry punk (i’d 
say 16 tracks in and just over half an hour is lightning 
fast), if you look to the lyrics of Some concerns regarding 
This revolt... they are a punk band with conscience – in 
fact, they’re downright preachy. wake Me Up and Just entertainment address posers 
and scene kids, Fear culture takes on the media and Personal Overload takes on 
alcoholism. Broadcast Zero also addresses child abuse, racism and freedom of choice. it 
would be a decent album if they weren’t trying to cram their ideals down the listeners’ 
throats.

 – robin Dudgeon

THE FLAMING LIpS
Dark Side of the Moon 
Warner brothers

in a studio in norman, Oklahoma, one band had the 
balls to take on a conceptual masterpiece. The Flaming 
Lips, with the help of Star Death and the white Dwarfs 
(fronted by the nephew of Lips front man wayne coyne), 
henry rollins and Peaches, have created something that 
sounds nothing like the Pink Floyd masterpiece. in fact, 
their reworking of Dark Side of the Moon is a lo-fi, spaced 
out, robotic, bastardization that still seems to carry the song’s original charm. The 
vocals on Great Gig in the Sky and Money are so distorted they are hard to make out 
sometimes, and Brain Damage is suddenly interrupted by a sonic avalanche of noise. if 
the Lips’ goal was to make Dark Side of the Moon something of their own, i’d say they 
have succeeded.

 – robin Dudgeon

GEOFF bERNER
The victory Party
mint records

Geoff Berner’s new album The victory Party, released 
on March 8, is nothing short of individual. Producer 
Josh Dolgin and the talented Geoff Berner pool their 
resources to create a very experimental album. They find 
themselves influenced by Klezmer, an eastern european, 
Jewish genre of music, but put their own unique spin 
on a classical tradition. Daloy Polizei features lyrics 
chronicling the tale of a true police murder to a bouncy Jewish tune. wealthy Poet is a 
pretty array of strings and percussion. Geoff Berner is politically savvy and not bashful 
about anything when it comes to his lyrics: “we’re all trying to put out a vision of 
Jewish culture that’s the opposite of the conservative, knee-jerk pro-israel, judgmental 
bullshit that’s emerged in recent decades.” Berner’s passion is evident in his music, 
which makes for a good listen.

 – Sara Shyiak

cD reviewS

aaron epp
managing eDitor

“Life’s too short for second best,” KEN Mode 
singer-guitarist Jesse Matthewson shouts on 
Venerable, the local noise-rock trio’s fourth 
release.

If that’s the case, KEN Mode doesn’t have 
much to worry about. Although the album 
doesn’t come out until this Tuesday (March 
15), it’s already generated a lot of buzz across 
North America and received raving endorse-
ments from the likes of Stereogum.com and 
Exclaim.ca.

A Stereogum.com writer called Venerable 
“one of the best records of 2011, bar none,” 
describing its mix of hardcore and noise-rock 
as “Unsane with more swing, a dirtier Helmet, 
a younger/hungrier (and Canadian) Today Is 
The Day.”

For Matthewson, who is joined in the band 
by his brother Shane on drums, as well as 
Thérèse Lanz on bass, the lyric has to do with 
never settling.

“Why be unhappy?” Matthewson asks by 
phone just days before heading off on a two-
month tour that will end with a hometown 
album release party in May. “(You should at 
least) strive for attempting to be happy.

“Which is funny that I say that, because 
then there’s another song (The Ugliest Happy 
You’ve Ever Seen) that’s all about never quite 
being able to attain real happiness.”

Emotional anxieties are all over the lyrics on 
Venerable, which the band recorded and mixed 
in nine days last summer with Converge gui-
tarist Kurt Ballou at his studio, GodCity, in 
Massachusetts.

“I’ve been a fan of his production for a num-
ber of years—it’s hard not to be if you listen to 
this type of music,” Matthewson says of why 
he wanted to work with Ballou. “I was curious 
how he’d interpret our sound.”

What resulted is the band’s most muscular-
sounding release to date. 

Previous releases Mongrel, Reprisal and Men-
nonite, coupled with a commanding live show, 
have already earned the band a loyal following 
of people who like their music more than a lit-
tle left-of-centre.

Venerable will not disappoint them.
In fact, between the record and the band’s 

commitment to tour heavily for the first time 
in its 11-year existence, 2011 is shaping up to be 
KEN Mode’s year.

So is Matthewson happy?
“I suppose I could say I’m happy, but don’t 

tell anyone that,” he says with a laugh. 
“I have to keep up my angry, gruff exterior.”
 
venerable is in stores Tuesday, March 15
you can stream it for a limited time at Stereogum.
com: http://bit.ly/giKev9
Ken mode plays a hometown cD release party at the 
royal albert Saturday, May 7
Fuck the Facts and withdrawal will also perform
visit www.ken-mode.com

KEN Mode: Second to none

Take a look, it's in a book: Jesse Matthewson, Shane Matthewson and Thérèse Lanz of Ken Mode expand their minds.

Come in or call today. 
University of Winnipeg, 473 Portage Ave.

travelcuts.com 
204.783.5353

Get a $200 air credit when you book any Contiki Budget and Camping Tours 10 days or longer or any Superior Europe Tour 12 days or longer. Must be booked Feb 14- Mar 31, 2011 for 
travel any time before Dec 31, 2011. Air must be booked with Contiki Holidays. $200 deposit required at time of booking for Contiki land tour. Airfare payment terms may vary according to 
airline booking terms. Not combinable with any offer or discount. Some restrictions may apply. See travelcuts.com for details.   
ON–4499356/4499372  |  BC–33127/34799/34798  |  QC–7002238  |  Canadian owned.         

Europe: Have You Done It?  
$200 Europe Air Credit 
Exclusively with Contiki Holidays.

COURTESY KEN MODE
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enter The void’s fantasy-
like visuals aren’t enough 
to mask its hackneyed 
messages about death

Catherine van reenen
Culture reporter

Enter the Void
Directed by Gaspar noe, 2009
137 minutes
plays at Cinematheque march 12 at 9 p.m., march 13 at 7:30 p.m., march 
16 & 17 at 9 p.m.

Within the first seven minutes of French direc-
tor Gaspar Noe's Enter the Void, it becomes 
obvious that to enjoy this film, you probably 
need to be high.

Enter the Void follows the story of Oscar, a 
drug dealer living in Tokyo, and his sister Linda, 
who made a pact to always take care of each 
other after their parents died in a car crash.

Oscar lives up to his promise after he gets 
shot in a typical drug dealing fiasco and dies by 
watching over his sister as a hovering, bodiless 
soul.

The film's strongest and most ambitious fea-
ture is the point of view style, which allows 
the audience to see through Oscar's eyes as he 
moves above the cityscape, through walls and 
through time, watching his sister cope with his 
death and revisiting memories.

This style of filming takes the audience 
through a thrilling and sometimes nauseat-
ing spectacle of hallucinatory visuals and hack-
neyed attempts at conveying a poignant mes-
sage about death.

The characters dabble in philosophizing 
about death in connection with reading The 

Tibetan Book of the Dead, but their dialogue is 
mostly banal.

Perhaps if the viewer is tripping on acid 
these attempts at understanding death might 
seem profound and meaningful, but to a sober 
viewer, the scenes are too long and the plot and 
characters get lost in the razzle-dazzle of fluores-
cent genitalia.

Any semblance of poignancy wears off at the 
same time your pupils return to their normal 
size.

As Oscar's soul shifts perspectives into other 

character's minds and body parts, the audi-
ence becomes temporarily privy to many differ-
ent visually fantastic and somewhat disturbing 
images, such as Linda's vagina being penetrated 
by a glowing penis, and an aborted fetus.

Although the lack of plot and the melodra-
matically empty characters make this 137-min-
ute long movie brutally unrelatable, it seems 
plausible that the director's vision for the film 
was more about exploring the boundaries of 
cinematography than exploring character depth 
or storylines.

If this was Noe's goal, he certainly succeeded. 
Enter the Void is a movie unlike anything most 
audiences will have thought possible by the 
medium of film.

Noe's epileptic camera and fantasy-like visu-
als make the movie feel simultaneously like a 
videogame, an out of body experience, a voy-
eur’s fantasy and a bad mushroom trip.

Exploring cinematography at the expense of character depth

Bad trip, man: Director Gaspar noe pushes the boundaries of film, but lacks a good script to make enter The void 
relatable and memorable.

IFC FILMS

FILM

Danishka esterhazy, the director of 
BLacK FieLD, will introduce the film when it 
plays at cinematheque on Saturday, March 
12, wednesday, March 16 and Thursday, 
March 17 at 7 p.m.

The FreeZe FraMe FeSTivaL for kids of 
all ages continues until Saturday, March 
12 at cinematheque, iMaX and the Globe 
Theatre.

enTer The vOiD, the newest film by contro-
versial French director Gaspar noe, is on 
screen at cinematheque, Saturday, March 
12, wednesday, March 16 and Thursday, 
March 17. 9 p.m. and at 7:30 p.m. on Sun-
day, March 13.

The GiMLi FiLM FeSTivaL is accepting sub-
missions until april 1. Submissions may be 
fiction, documentary, animation or exper-
imental. a short film must be less then 60 
minutes long. Films must be completed 
after Jan. 1, 2009.

The University of winnipeg Department of 
Theatre and Film invites submissions for 
its 9Th annUaL UniverSiTy OF winniPeG 
STUDenT FiLM FeSTivaL. Submission forms 
are available on the University of winni-
peg campus at the UwSa info Booth (Main 
Floor, centennial hall) and the office of the 
Department of Theatre and Film (room 
3T03) or on the web theatre.uwinnipeg.ca. 
The deadline is Monday, april 4.

wnDX, winnipeg’s Festival of Film and 
video art, seeks new canadian and inter-
national films and videos for our next edi-
tion, to be held Sept. 29 to Oct. 2, 2011. Sub-
mission deadline is Monday, May 13 and 
forms are available at www.wndx.org.

LITERATURE

On Thursday, March 10 at 7 p.m. aqua Books 
presents a niGhT OF JewiSh hUMOUr with 
playwrights MichaeL naThanSOn, aLiX 
SOBLer and DanieL ThaU-eLeFF.

Pauline Greenhill’s unique and fascinat-
ing work, MaKe The niGhT hiDeOUS: FOUr 
enGLiSh-canaDian charivariS: 1881-1940, 
explores the malleability of a tradition, its 
continuing value and its contestation in a 
variety of discourses. Launching at Mcnally 
robinson on Thursday, March 10 at 7 p.m.

award-winning poet Barry DeMPSTer will 
read from some his powerful recent work 
on Tuesday, March 15 at 11:30 a.m. in room 
2c16. Free to and open to the public.

ivan e. cOyOTe will give her Distinguished 
Lecture as part of the carol Shields writer-
in-residence program for 2011, entitled 
cheST air: The POwer OF PerSOnaL nar-
raTive on wednesday, March 16. 7:30 – 
10:30 p.m. in convocation hall. Free and 
open to the public.

Prairie Fire Press and Mcnally robinson 
Booksellers present the 2011 annUaL wriT-
inG cOnTeSTS. cash Prizes. Deadline is nov. 
30. For full contest rules check out www.
prairiefire.ca.

GALLERIES & MUSEUMS

aceartinc will host My LiFe wiTh PaMeLa 
anDerSOn anD OTher wOrK by KriSTin 
neLSOn until Saturday, april 9.

cOLOUr reSTraineD, a black and white art 
exhibition, runs at the cre8ery from Thurs-
day, March 10 until Tuesday, March 15.

cniB presents eye On The arTS BeneFiT 
arT aUcTiOn on Thursday, March 17 at the 
winnipeg convention centre.

The Marvin Francis Media Gallery in Urban 
Shaman presents The careGiverS PrOJ-
ecT, a photography and video exhibition, 
until March 19.

Small, self-publishers allow 
freedom, but at a certain 
cost

aaron sniDer
staff Writer

Getting a book published has never been an 
easy task. Tony Nesca, a Winnipeg-based writer, 
knows that as well as anyone.

“Trying to get published in the mainstream 
publishing world is seriously next to impossi-
ble,” Nesca said. “You wait six months just for a 
letter to arrive, and it arrives just to say, ‘We like 
it, but we don’t think it will sell.’

“I was sick and tired of rejection letters for 
years and I said, I’m just doing this myself.”

Nesca founded Screamin’ Skull Press in 1994 
as a way to take the publishing process into his 
own hands.

He and his wife Nicole co-own and run the 
independent publisher to get around the red 
tape of larger publishing houses.

“It’s like an indie band. We’re the writers, the 
publishers, the whole thing,” Nesca said. “The 
artist is also the businessman, for lack of a bet-
ter word.”

Tony has published five novels and six books 
of poetry and short stories, and Nicole has two 
books of poetry out, all under the Screamin’ 
Skull banner.

Both writers have new books coming out in 
May.

Michelle Peters, executive director the Asso-

ciation of Manitoba Book Publishers, acknowl-
edges that the independent route does allow 
greater speed.

“A lot of people are publishing their own stuff 
and there’s good reasons to do that even though 
there are advantages to going with a traditional 
publishing house,” she said.

“Sometimes if you’re doing your own stuff 
you can respond more quickly. There are pros 
and cons.”

Peters said many small Manitoban publish-
ers offer a more personal, dedicated service than 
international companies.

“Our publishers are what I think of as niche 
publishers. They have very specific areas that 
they tend to focus on and specific markets,” she 
said.

“Small presses can give lots of attention to a 
manuscript, even though they have a very small 
staff. They can work closely to edit the project 

and because they are niche publishers they have 
established relationships with bookstores or 
other appropriate venues to sell the books.”

For Nesca, who performs all his own editing 
and marketing, these aspects of the business are 
the most difficult.

“The non-artistic side of it is definitely the 
most frustrating. The Internet helps immensely,” 
Nesca said. “To see the final product and feel 
the weight in your hands, you realize, ‘Man, I 
did this.’ That’s incredibly rewarding.”

Going forward, the Nescas have modest but 
serious goals.

“This is not a hobby for Nicole and I,” Nesca 
said.

“My goal is to make a full-time living from 
my writing, and it was from day one,” he added. 
“Screamin’ Skull Press is a vehicle to achieve 
that.

“Obviously, it’s not about the money right 
now and we could keep going, I would say, 
indefinitely.”

For more on Screamin’ Skull Press, visit www.
tonynesca.blogspot.com and www.ninisabella.
blogspot.com. The Nescas are holding a book 
release and signing on Saturday, May 28 at 
McNally Robinson from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Taking matters into their own hands

nicole and Tony nesca write and publish their own books.
CINDY TITUS

FILM REVIEWS

any semblance of poignancy 
wears off at the same time 
your pupils return to their 
normal size

"I was sick and tired of 
rejection letters for years 
and I said, I’m just doing this 
myself." 
 – TOny neSca, winniPeG aUThOr anD inDePenDenT 
PUBLiSher
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sara shyiaK
volunteer staff

From the raging battlefield to the New York 
skyline, André Kertész’s influential career in 
photography developed all over.

This skilled artist’s astonishing images are 
on display at the Winnipeg Art Gallery now 
through Sept. 9 in an exhibition called Shadow 
Marks.

This one-room display features 35 of Kertész’s 
best photos, some of them never before seen by 
Winnipeg’s public eye.

Tying each piece together in the WAG’s cur-
rent exhibition of Kertész’s work are the dark 
shadows that dance across his art, hence the 
name of the exhibition.

It highlights photos of everyday objects, 
some from Paris, Tokyo and New York, while 
also showcasing human subjects, including a 
couple of Kertész’s self-portraits.

Kertész made his debut as an artist in a very 
unconventional way.

A native Hungarian and born in Budapest, 
he was drafted into the Austro-Hungarian army 

in 1914.
Along with his army-issued gear, Kertész 

brought a camera to war and began snapping 
photos of soldiers.

His talent brought him a career in picture 
taking and he later came to call Paris, followed 
by New York, home.

This artist’s product first started showing up 
on postcards until he moved on to work for big-
city European magazines and eventually toured 
the world showcasing his art in prestigious gal-
leries from London to Stockholm to Tokyo to 
Budapest.       

Working in black and white, Kertész masters 

light, dark, contrast and shadow.
He brings life and movement to the pho-

tos he takes. His subjects are seemingly insig-
nificant objects and non-descript, normal peo-
ple, but Kertész draws beauty and magnificence 
from them.

The exhibition is stirring as well as interesting. 
Kertész’s ability to evoke something as exquisite 
as his photos from simple everyday articles has 
never been showcased quite like this.        

André Kertész: Shadow Marks runs at the Win-
nipeg Art Gallery until Friday, Sept. 9.

The master of shadows GALLERIES & MUSEUMS

KeeSic DOUGLaS's collection exploring cana-
da's fur trade industry entitled TraDe Me at 
the Urban Shaman Gallery runs until Satur-
day, March 19.

The Franco-Manitoban cultural centre’s Gal-
erie will host Pierre LavOie's exhibition until 
March 20.

The wayne arthur Gallery presents rOSe-
Mary MiGUeZ's exhibition LiGhT anD 
ShaDOw until March 30.

Gallery 1c03 presents rOBerT KeLLy's MinU-
Tia until Saturday, april 2.

Mcnally robinson's Small works Gallery 
Series celebrates its first year with the 
return of its first exhibitor, KeiTh wOOD.

cOSMOMania: The increDiBLe SPace aDven-
TUre examines the past 50 years of space 
exploration – from Sputnik, the first satellite, 
and the first human flight by yuri Gagarin on 
april 12, 1961 to the present-day international 
Space Station. Free admission at the Mani-
toba Museum the exhibition will be up until 
Sunday, april 17.

PLUG in ica will be hosting the exhibition 
cLOSe encOUnTerS: The neXT 500 yearS 
until May 8.

The Manitoba Museum is hosting TiTanic: 
The ManiTOBa cOnnecTiOn exhibition, which 
will run until Sept. 5.

The Deadline for the winniPeG arTS cOUn-
ciL'S inDiviDUaL arTiST GranT PrOGraMS 
is Sept. 6.

Plug in ica will hold their annUaL GeneraL 
MeeTinG on Thursday, March 31 at 6 p.m.

FirST FriDayS in the exchange has the gal-
leries, cafés and small businesses open their 
doors to visitors the first Friday of every 
month from 5 p.m. until 9 p.m.

THEATRE, DANCE & COMEDY

GLiTTeraTi is the royal winnipeg Ballet’s 
party of the year! Mix and mingle with rwB 
company dancers, dance to readymix DJs 
Dan L and DiaL-UP and enjoy some deli-
cious appetizers during the exciting theme 
party. Friday, March 11 at the centennial con-
cert hall.

The MTc's production of DrOwninG GirLS 
runs until Saturday, March 12.

Saravasti Productions is pleased to be bring-
ing back their inTernaTiOnaL wOMen'S 
weeK caBareT OF MOnOLOGUeS in celebra-
tion of the 100th anniversary of the declara-
tion of international women's Day.  Saturday, 
March 12 at the colin Jackson Studio Theatre.

improv comedy duo crUMBS performs at the 
Gas Station Theatre with DJ hunnicutt on 
Saturday, March 12.

Merlyn Productions is pleased to present 
The BOy cOMeS hOMe anD OTher wOrKS by 
a. a. Milne in the first annual Thaw Festival at 
aqua Books, March 15 to 19.

KinG'S ParK plays from March 17 to March 27 
at the rachel Browne Theatre.

celebrations Dinner Theatre is performing 
MUGS & MOLLS: a rOcK & rOLL caBareT until 
March 19.

Sunday night open mic comedy at the cav-
ern, featuring JOhn B. DUFF.

every Tuesday night head down to the King's 
head Pub for a free comedy performance.

The open mic comedy night at the Standard 
is hosted by MiKe Green every Thursday at 
8:30 p.m.

comedy night with ScOOTS McTaviSh every 
Thursday at Shannon's irish Pub.

Working in black and white, 
kertesz masters light, dark, 
contrast and shadow. He 
brings life and movement to 
the photos he takes. 

above: Untitled (The Place de la concorde on a rainy day, Paris), by andré Kertész, 1928. Silver print on paper.  
Left: Satiric Dancer, by andré Kertész, Paris, 1926. Silver print on paper.

COURTESY WINNIPEG ART GALLERY

new book compiles 
young people’s sexual 
experiences

vera abDel maleK
exCalibur (yorK university)

TORONTO (CUP) — Get laid. For a lot of 
people, that may be the best advice.

Laid: Young People’s Experience with Sex in an 
Easy-Access Culture is a compilation of sex sto-
ries written by young people aged 18-25 across 
North America, explained Shannon Boodram, 
editor and contributing author. The book is 
divided into five chapters that focus on differ-
ent aspects of the sexual experience.

For example, “Hookups That Fell Down” is 
about one-night stands and friends with bene-
fits, while “And Then I Saw Stars” focuses on 
positive sexual experiences.

“I think it’s so important to include people 
who got it right early,” Boodram said. “I really 
tried to make it an all-encompassing sexual 
experience guide to all the things you proba-
bly might hear about, go through or see during 
your teenage years,” she said.

So why sex?

“When I was in my teens I was very sexually 
confused,” she said. “There was a huge disparity 
between who I actually was based on my mor-
als and values and who I was trying to emu-
late.”

A lot of young girls, Boodram recalls, were 
lying to each other about their sexual experi-
ences out of embarrassment or shame. 

When Boodram went away to college, she 
spent a lot of time with girls from the track 
team. This closeness made the girls comfortable 
enough to share their sex stories. 

Through this she learned the importance of 
being open and honest about sex.

Contributors to this anthology were mainly 
females, but there were some submissions 
from men. Lesbian and gay stories were also 
accepted.

“I was very welcoming of both sides of the 
story,” she said. “I think it’s very important for 
people to understand that sexuality is sexuality 
whether or not you’re having sex, or you’re hav-
ing sex with a man or by yourself.”

Putting together the stories was an educa-
tional experience for Boodram. Reading per-
sonal stories is always a learning experience, she 
explained.

“It taught me how to take my sexuality with 
a lot of seriousness and make sure I’m not 
closed-minded to other people’s sexuality and 
what works for them,” she said. “If I had to say 

I learned one thing, it’s that sex isn’t one-size-
fits-all.”

She did, however, face some challenges along 
the way.

“The book doesn’t have anybody I know in 
it,” she said. Boodram had a hard time getting 
people to speak openly about their sexual expe-
riences.

She mentions the “airplane theory,” which 
states that it’s easier to speak to a stranger you 
meet on an airplane than a family member or 
friend about a personal issue.

“I had to really come out of my comfort shell 
and learn to ask strangers to submit something 
very personal,” she said.

Another big challenge Boodram faced was 
unexpected: People were more willing to share 
negative stories than positive ones.

“I think when people think sex education, 
they don’t think how positive sexual experi-
ences fit into it, so they don’t necessarily feel 
comfortable sharing those,” she said. “Or peo-
ple don’t really have a plethora of those from 
their teenage years to draw upon, so that was 
the last chapter to be completed.”

The importance of getting ‘Laid’

www.uniter.ca
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Models and agents 
discuss the state 
winnipeg’s modeling 
industry

Chris hunter
beat reporter

Though Winnipeg’s modeling 
industry is less affluent than others, 
the city seems to have a knack for 
producing international talent.

Heidi Dyck, a model who has 
done work for Abercrombie & 
Fitch, L’Oréal, Hollister, Prada and 
Levi’s, says Winnipeg’s modeling 
industry is lacking.

“Winnipeg does not have a large 
market. Most successful models 
move out of Winnipeg,” she said. 
“There is a commercial market, but 
we don’t really have any campaigns 
or magazines.”

Grant Calder, another model 
from Winnipeg, says most of the 
work in Winnipeg for male models 
is commercialized.

“For males, you would have to 
do a lot of clean-edge commercial 
work to do it full time. They want 
to turn you into a category,” he 
said. “For me, that would be con-
forming. I would rather do what I 
want to do.”

Calder is far more interested in 
the artistic aspects of modeling.

“Modeling is about captur-
ing physical emotions and mak-
ing an art with them. I can express 
myself through a photo and cre-
ate something,” he said. “It’s all to 
do with body language – how you 
move your face, how you control 
your body, how you work with the 

photographer’s props and control 
them.”

Calder says European commu-
nities are more accepting of artis-
tic approaches to modeling and 
has moved to Holland as a result. 
Calder explained that Canada and 
Winnipeg modeling agents seek to 
maintain a mainstream image.

“Out here (in Holland) they 
are more accepting of flaws and 
uniqueness,” said Calder. “It’s more 
raw edge.”

Jane Campbell, owner and 
director of local modeling agency 
Panache, believes that Winnipeg’s 
mix of clean air, healthy food and 
ethnic diversity make it a great 
city for new talent in the modeling 
industry.

“We have a diverse ethnic back-
ground so we have some very inter-
esting faces that evolve from the 
mix,” said Campbell.

Campbell also states that far 
more is required of a model than 
just physicality. A model must be 
intelligent and business savvy too.

Dyck agreed.
“There is a huge difference 

between an intelligent model that 
knows how to work in front of the 
camera and knows how to network. 
The ones that don’t network are not 
successful.”

Dyck also notes that there are 
other demands to the job. When 
she’s traveling, she will attend up to 
12 casting calls a day.

As well, because the job demands 
that she spend time in various coun-
tries for short amounts of time, she 
rarely has the opportunity to keep 
close friends.

Campbell contends that many 
attend Panache for reasons outside 
of modeling.

“Lots of people take it for pro-
fessional development,” she said. 

“Moms will put their daughters 
through our courses to help them 
build confidence.”

Dyck says that Panache had a 
positive influence on her model-
ing career.

“I was scouted by Panache when 
I was in Grade 8 and they devel-
oped me, taught me how to walk 
and how to carry myself in inter-
views. Now Jane (Campbell) is like 
my second mom.”

For Calder, modeling will con-
tinue to be more than just a job.

“I feel at peace with myself while 
in front of the camera,” he said.

“Besides, I’m the type of person 
that likes to make faces in the mir-
ror anyway.”

Panache will be holding a talent 
search on Friday, May 13 and Sat-
urday, May 14 at Portage Place. 
Applications for the event will be 
available the second week of March 
through the Panache website and 
Portage Place. Visit www.panache-
management.com.

Winnipeg's model citizens

Her Sparrow 
a novel by Carol Brisebois

Open Your Eyes
 to our most vulnerable children

� �innipeg story abo�t a mother�s heartbreaking 
relationship with her tro�bled son

Her Sparrow available at:  

McNally Robinson Booksellers
amazon.ca
chapters.indigo.ca
friesenpress.com

 visit “her sparrow” by Carol Brisebois on facebook.com

Since being scouted in Grade 8, local model heidi Dyck has done work for abercrombie & 
Fitch, hollister, Prada and more.

DANIEL CIANFARRA

Jane campbell.
TONY NARDELLA
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Sexy female hairstylists and sexy lingerie-inspired attire

Catherine van reenen
Culture reporter

The Scandalous Barber, located at 1174A Pembina Hwy, is a 
hair salon catering specifically to the male population. What 
makes a barber scandalous? Sexy female hairstylists dressed in 
lingerie-inspired attire, of course.

Tara Kardash and her husband came up with the idea to 
create a barbershop and hair salon that men could feel com-
fortable in, particularly heterosexual men.

“(My husband) always commented on not feeling com-
fortable in a regular salon and that men needed a place to be 
comfortable while getting pampered,” explained Kardash in 
an email. “We decided we wanted to open a risqué yet classy 
place for men to come and get their hair cut.”

The Scandalous Barber, which opened in February, aims 
to create a full-out pampering experience for men to feel 
good about themselves and have a good time.

Rather than awkwardly flipping through style maga-
zines and reading about 30 new ways to please your man, 
The Scandalous Barber provides men's magazines like Men's 
Health and Maxim for more masculine reading pleasure in 
the waiting room.

Some of the other ways The Scandalous Barber will try 
to make men feel more at home in what has traditionally 
been a female-dominated setting are to adjust the music to 
their client’s tastes and to possibly televise sports games in 
the future.

Dustin Sanderson is one of the scandalous and scantily 
clad barbers in Kardash's salon.

Dressed in a satin corset peeking out from behind her suit 
and some killer heels, Sanderson observed that, “For guys 
it often seems more like a task to get their hair cut. It's not 
pampering for them but we're trying to change that.”

Sanderson is one of the shop’s two stylists and has been 
receiving quite a lot of support and positive feedback from 
her clients.

“They appreciate what we wear and I think they really like 
the fact that it's a guy's salon,” she said.

“We're told to have fun with what we wear, but also to be 
comfortable. Sexy, not skanky,” she added.

Having fun with their “uniform” is something the styl-
ists will be able to do a lot more of in the coming summer 
months.

A couple possible ideas are wearing sports outfits when the 
salon has games on or having a school-girl-themed day.

“It's a very unique market because there aren't a lot of 
(salons) for men,” commented Sanderson on the differences 
between The Scandalous Barber and other salons she has 
worked for in her five years as a hairstylist.

“Guys are pretty easy going, too. They don't ask for celeb-
rity haircuts as much as women do,” she laughed.

Although the salon caters primarily to the male popula-
tion, The Scandalous Barber offers their services to the ladies, 
as well.

Sanderson admitted that many of the reactions she has 
received from women about the salon haven’t been nearly as 
enthusiastic as those from men.

She says that some of the negative reactions that people 
have about the salon might be due to some misconceptions 

about what the salon does.
“We are just a hair salon,” she said.
In the future, Kardash would like to expand the salon into 

a full spa, offering manicures, pedicures and various other 
spa treatments specifically for the fellas.

Although some salons cater to women more than men, 
many Winnipeg salons aim to please both genders.

Charles Garinger, co-owner and stylist at The Hive Hair 
Company on Osborne, believes that clientele and stylists in 

the hair industry are generally equally male and female now-
adays.

He said that although he understands the appeal for some 
guys to go see an attractive hairstylist, he thinks that an 18+ 
hair salon would be targeting a very specific kind of guy, and 
that most of his male clients aren’t intimidated by the idea of 
going to a salon.

“For that kind of salon, it’s probably more about the expe-
rience than the actual service,” said Garinger.

“(My husband) always commented on 
not feeling comfortable in a regular 
salon and that men needed a place 
to be comfortable while getting 
pampered.” 
 – Tara KarDaSh, Owner, The ScanDaLOUS BarBer

Barbershop offers titillating alternative for heterosexual men afraid of conventional salons

Meagan Garrity is one of the staffers at The Scandalous Barber, a salon in winnipeg catering specifically to heterosexual men.

CINDY TITUS
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WINNIpEG AWARDS:
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards

GRADUATE & PROFESSIONAL STUDIES APPLICATION ExPENSES BURSARY

The purpose of this bursary fund is to provide some assistance to students with 
respect to the high costs associated with applying to graduate and professional 
schools. application forms are available from the awards & Financial aid Office in 
Student Services, Mezzanine-Graham hall or on our website. Students may apply 
any time during the fall/winter academic year, provided that funding is available 
for this bursary. applications will be evaluated on a first-come, first-serve basis.

AWARDS OFFERED bY EXTERNAL AGENCIES AND ORGANI-
ZATIONS:

DALTON CAMP AWARD

established by Friends of canadian Broadcasting in 2002, the Dalton camp award 
honours the memory of the late Dalton camp, a distinguished commentator on 
canadian public affairs. This year, a canadian student will be selected to win 
a $5,000 prize and a bronze cast medal for excellence in essay writing on the 
link between democratic values and the media in canada. To apply visit www.
daltoncampaward.ca.

Deadline: March 15, 2011

LEONARD FOUNDATION FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

The Leonard Foundation scholarships are awarded to students enrolled or enrolling 
in an accredited undergraduate degree program in a college or university in 
canada. applicants must be canadian citizens or landed immigrants. Students 
must be enrolled in their first undergraduate program as a full-time student. Only 
students pursuing a B.ed or M.Div. are eligible for continuing support. all applicants 
will be considered but preference will be given to daughters or sons of ordained 
clergy, licensed elementary or secondary school teachers, canadian military 
personnel, graduates of a canadian Military college, members of the engineering 
institute of canada and members of the Mining and Metallurgical institute of 
canada. Preference is also given to those who have previously received an award 
from The Leonard Foundation.

The value of the award is usually $1,000 for those who do not need to set up a 
second residence to attend university and $1,500 for those who do. These amounts 
may vary according to the final decisions of the general committee. approximately 
140 awards are made annually. Successful applicants are expected to obtain 
employment during free time to help defray the costs of their education. in 
addition, they must participate regularly in athletic, fitness or military activities. 
Personal qualities showing a potential for leadership are also a requirement. 
Please visit their website to apply: www.leonardfnd.org. nOTe: you must also 
contact a nominator before submitting an application. The list of nominators is on 
their website.

Deadline: March 15, 2011

RABIN SCHOLARSHIP FUND FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF PEACE & 
TOLERANCE 2011-12

This award of $15,000 US provides an opportunity to spend one academic year 
in Jerusalem, israel at the hebrew University of Jerusalem. applicants must be 
canadian citizens and enrolled in an accredited doctoral or post-doctoral program 
focusing on areas relating to the pursuit of peace and/or the enhancement of 
peaceful forms of social life. For further information or to receive an application 
package, please call 1-888-heBrewU or 1-416-485-8000. Fax: 416-485-8565. email: 
admissions@cfhu.org. website: www.cfhu.org.

Deadline: March 25, 2011

BUSINESS COUNCIL OF MANITOBA AWARDS

if you are of aboriginal ancestry, you are eligible for a Business council of 
Manitoba aboriginal education award provided you meet the following criteria:

    * you are a citizen of canada and permanent resident of Manitoba, having 
resided in Manitoba for the last 12 months.

    * you plan to attend a Manitoba public post-secondary institution in any 
discipline in the 2011-12 academic year.

    * you plan to maintain full-time status (at least a 60 per cent course load).

    * you are in need of financial assistance.

if you are receiving funding from other sources, including band funding, you may 
still apply for this award to cover additional costs. application forms are available 
in Student Services (1st Floor-Graham hall).

Deadline: March 30, 2011

C.A.S.C. SCHOLARSHIPS

The canadian co-operative association (cca) is calling for applications for the 
three canadian association for Studies in co-operation (caSc) scholarships:

alexander Fraser Laidlaw Fellowship – The Laidlaw award, valued at $1,000, is avail-
able to graduate students only. The award is based on the applicant's academic 
record, as well as on the importance of the proposed research activities to the 
development of the co-op movement in canada or abroad.

amy and Tim Dauphinee Scholarship – The award, currently valued at $3,000, is 
available to graduate students only.  The award will be based on the applicants' 
academic records and on the importance of the proposed research activities to the 
development of the co-op movement in canada or abroad.

Lemaire co-operative Studies award – available to both undergraduate and 
graduate students, the Lemaire awards are intended to encourage students 
to undertake studies which will help them contribute to the development of 
co-operatives in canada or elsewhere. eligible candidates will have been involved 
with co-operatives, must demonstrate reasonable knowledge and understanding 
of co-op principles and their application, and be able to indicate how the proposed 
studies will contribute to the co-op movement. Full-time or part-time students, tak-
ing full – or partial-credit courses at any university or university-equivalent college 
are eligible to apply. eligible candidates must take a minimum of one course about 
co-operatives. The bursaries will be awarded in multiples of $1,000 to a maximum 
of $3,000. The amount of the awards will be proportional to the significance and 
contribution of the studies to the advancement of co-operatives.

For all three scholarships, applicants must either undertake studies at canadian 
universities or university-equivalent colleges (regardless of citizenship) or be ca-
nadian citizens or landed immigrants studying at such institutions outside canada. 
To be eligible to receive the award, recipients must undertake their proposed study 
within one calendar year of the fellowship being awarded. application forms are 
available from their website www.coopscanada.coop/en/orphan/caSc-Scholarships.

Deadline: March 31, 2011

CANADIAN JAPANESE-MENNONITE SCHOLARSHIP

The scholarship was created as a tangible symbol of cooperation between cana-
dian Japanese and canadian Mennonites, subsequent to a formal apology that was 
offered to canadian Japanese by Mcc canada on behalf of canadian Mennonites. 
it is intended to assist the protection of minority and human rights in canada, and 
to reduce the potential for abuse of cultural minorities such as that suffered by 
Japanese canadians during world war ii. The $2,000 scholarship is awarded to a 
student who is enrolled in a graduate degree program, a canadian citizen studying 
at a university in canada, and is engaged in research that will assist the protection 
of minority or human rights in canada. To obtain an application package or for 
more information visit their website: http://canada.mcc.org/scholarships, or the 
awards & Financial aid office, room 0GM05 – Mezzanine of Graham hall.

Deadline: april 1, 2011

RETAIL AS A CAREER SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

retail council of canada, in partnership with industry sponsors, will award more 
than $75,000 in scholarships and benefits to students entering or currently 
enrolled in a business, marketing or retail-related program at a canadian post-
secondary institution.

Students who receive the scholarships will not only benefit from financial 
assistance for their post-secondary education, but will also attend STOre 2011 
in Toronto where they will have the opportunity to engage with the brightest 
professionals in the canadian retail industry. a $5,000 scholarship will be awarded 
by interac association to the top retail as a career Scholarship applicant, whose 
name will not be disclosed until STOre 2011. This year, 26 scholarships are available 
and one $5,000 interac Scholarship in addition to twenty-five (25) $1,000 industry-
Sponsored Scholarships. To be considered for one of the scholarships applicants 
must meet the following criteria:

    * enrolled full-time or part-time at a canadian college or university in Fall 2011.

    * Pursuing a retail, business or marketing-related program.

    * currently working part-time or full-time within the retail industry.

For application forms and instructions, please visit their website: www.retaileduca-
tion.ca.

Deadline: april 1, 2011

DESMOND CONACHER SCHOLARSHIP

This scholarship is offered in memory of Desmond conacher, formerly Professor 
of classics at Trinity college, Toronto, Fellow of the royal Society of canada, 
and honorary President of the classical association of canada. its purpose is to 
assist and encourage a young scholar entering graduate studies in classics. The 
scholarship is administered by the classical association of canada through its 
awards committee. One award of $2,500 is offered each year. applicants must be 
canadian students (citizens or permanent residents) intending to enter the first 
year of graduate studies in a classics or similar program at a canadian university. 
Specializations within the general area of classics such as ancient history, ancient 
philosophy, and classical archaeology are eligible. applicants must be less than 28 
years of age on Jan. 1 of the year of application. The main criteria are academic 
achievement, professional promise, and an appropriate undergraduate prepara-
tion. For more information or application procedures and form, please visit their 
website: http://cac-scec.ca/eng/desmond_conacher.html.

Deadline: april 11, 2011

MANITObA STUDENT AID pROGRAM (MSAp):
The final date for application to the Manitoba Student aid Program for students 
registered in the full Fall/winter academic year or only the winter Term has now 
passed.

REPAYING YOUR STUDENT LOAN(S)

are you graduating or leaving school? Then it's time to take charge of your 
finances!

your government student loan(s) may come from the federal government and or 
your provincial/territorial government. This means you could have more than one 
loan to pay back.

The national Student Loan Service centre (nSLSc) will send your consolidation 
agreement by mail before you are required to start making payments. The agree-
ment sets the terms for the repayment of your canada Student Loan; this is the 
federal portion of your loan. you'll have to make a number of decisions, including 
the type of interest rate and how long you'll take to repay your loan. Depending on 
your situation, you might also receive another consolidation agreement by mail 
for your provincial or territorial student loan.

you don't have to make any payments on your student loan(s) for the first six 
months after you leave school; however, interest will be added to your canada 
Student Loan during these six months.

HELPING YOU REPAY YOUR LOAN

Missing payments can have serious and long-term consequences. contact the 
nSLSc before you miss a payment. The federal government can provide you with a 
number of options, such as the repayment assistance Plan (raP). visit canLearn.ca 
to use the repayment assistance estimator to see if you qualify.

STAY CONNECTED!
Sign up for an online nSLSc account on canLearn.ca and ensure that the nSLSc has 
your up-to-date contact information.

For information on your student loan(s), contact the nSLSc at 1-888-815-4514 (TTy 
1-888-815-4556).

For information on your provincial student loan(s), contact your provincial student 
financial aid office. For a complete list, visit www.canlearn.ca/eng/main/help/
contact/cao.shtml.

OTHER AWARD WEbSITES:
canada Student Loan program & other important information on finances and 
budgeting: www.canlearn.ca.

Surfing for dollars? Try these two websites: www.studentawards.com and www.
scholarshipscanada.com.

awarDS & FinanciaL aiD the awards and financial aid staff of the university of Winnipeg provides the student body with current information on award opportunities. this information is updated weekly.

95.9 FM cKUw caMPUS/cOMMUniTy raDiO
TOP 10 cD – aLBUMS

Februrary 28 – march 6, 2011
! = Local content * = canadian content

TW        Artist              Recording     Label

1    !Canon Bros.  Cannon Bros.     Independent

2    !The Vibrating Beds  The Vibrating Beds     Transistor 66

3    !Imaginary Cities  Temporary Resident     Hidden Pony

4    !The Liptonians   Let's All March Back into the Sea   Head in the Sand

5    *Braids   Native Speaker     Flemish Eye

6    Wanda Jackson   The Party Ain't Over     Third Man

7    *Miesha and the Spanks   Gods of Love     Transistor 66

8    The Decemberists   The King is Dead     Capitol/EMI

9    !Christine Fellows   Femmes de Chez Nous    Six Shooter

10   *Mother Mother   Eureka     Last Gang

Solutions to puzzles from March 3, 2011.

Where to find The Uniter

Did you know? You can find The Uniter throughout 
Osborne Village and downtown Winnipeg, including 
the Exchange District.

Casa burrito
The King's Head
The Fyxx
The Royal Albert
Into the Music
The Lo pub
West End Cultural Centre
The Ellice Cafe
Cousins
The Nook
Movie Village
Music Trader
Second Cup on River Avenue
University of Manitoba

...and more.

You can also read everything online each Thursday, 
as well as enjoy exclusive online content, at  
www.uniter.ca

Check us out on Facebook too:  
www.tinyurl.com/TheUniter
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Across

1- Problem with L.a.
5- "Forbidden" fruit
10- Fly
14- British nobleman
15- Draw off liquid gradually
16- Trickery
17- canadian gas brand
18- having jaws
19- "hard ___!" (sailor's yell)
20- Firearm
22- Blind alley
24- elephant parts
26- Guitarist Segovia 
 27- igneous rock of a lava flow 
 30- Trivial objection 
 32- ___ Gay 
 33- casino game 
 34- cPr experts
38- Bambi's aunt 
 39- Unit of magnetomotive force
42- afflict
43- Grasp 
 45- Baths
46- Multitude
48- common person of ancient rome
50- Bent
51- Small sword
54- indian millet
56- Some sausage
58- Seedless raisin

62- Dog star
63- Spanish river
65- Bakery worker
66- Depilatory brand
67- Tennis champ chris
68- hurler hershiser
69- Shipping deduction
70- Oozes
71- emperor of rome 54-68

Down

1- Goes out with 
 2- Potato preparation 
 3- estimator's phrase 
 4- "h" is this type of fricative 
 5- accommodate 
 6- Trick 
 7- animal foot 
 8- Fibbed 
 9- Strive 
 10- wrap with bandages 
 11- crude carrier 
 12- coeur d'___ 
 13- Orchestra section 
 21- Soviet labor camp 
 23- Black bird 
 25- healed over, like a scrape 
 27- Sugar source 
 28- editor wintour 
 29- Saturate 
 31- ancient athens's Temple of ___ 
 33- Bungle 

 35- Sportscaster albert 
 36- it may turn 
 37- Dog-powered snow vehicle 
 40- repeats 
 41- hip joint of cattle 
 44- Shave 
 47- Speech 
 49- wreath of flowers 
 50- Pie coverings 

 51- cheerful 
 52- Baffled 
 53- Mum's mate 
 55- encroach 
 57- church center 
 59- area of 4840 square yards 
 60- not e'en once 
 61- he sang about alice 
 64- "Fancy that!"

BESTCROSSWORDS.COM

Good
& Evil

with J.williamez

evil has a face.  
a vile, flowery face.
Good and evil are terms we use quite 
often, but they are surprisingly hard to 
define.

A lot of people have very differing 
opinions when it comes to morality. Dif-
ferences in culture and upbringing, as well 
as underlying ideological leanings, can 
cause much disagreement when it comes 
to defining right and wrong.

Some people think that since beliefs 
and values vary so much, there is no such 
thing as an objective right or wrong.

These people, though perhaps convinc-
ing, are wrong.

There are some things in this world so 
vile and contemptible that they transcend 
the boundaries between cultures and indi-
viduals in their absolute evil.

One of these things is Anne Geddes.
In case you don’t know who Anne Ged-

des is, she is the photographer who takes 
all those pictures of babies dressed like 
stuff other than babies; stuff like flowers 
and vegetables and woodland creatures.

If you’ve ever been to a thrift store or 
my friend’s creepy mom’s place, then 
you’ve seen Geddes’ work.

Do not be fooled by the soft pastel 
colours that compose her photographs or 
the fact that they are always full of babies. 
Anne Geddes is absolute evil incarnate.

Some of you may be thinking to your-
selves: “Anne Geddes isn’t evil, she’s just 
really creepy.”

Well, you’re wrong and I’ll tell you why 
(I should note first though that if you 
don’t think Anne Geddes is creepy for tak-
ing all those pictures of nothing but babies 
dressed up like stuff then you are creepy 
too).

Were Anne Geddes to take pictures of 
grown adults dressed up like teddy bears 
and houseplants, I would have no moral 
objection – only a strong aesthetic one.

However, to photograph these babies 
in these compromising costumes is wrong 
because these babies are too young to give 
their consent for something so obviously 
potentially damaging.

The babies don’t even have the required 
sense of “self” to be able to grasp the con-
cept of embarrassment, nor for that mat-
ter, how much of it they will one day feel 
because of these photographs.

I cannot believe that this woman is even 
legally allowed to do what she does.

Why is the government not stepping in 
to intervene? Oh sure, you hit a kid with 
a sweat sock full of batteries and it’s called 
abuse, but you dress a bunch of babies up 
like food or lame little farm animals and 
now it’s somehow artistic?

Some people probably even call that 
art, but the question is: At what cost?

I’m not generally a violent person (I 
think fighting is better left to stupid drunk 
people in parking lots) but if I ever found 
out that someone had taken Geddes-style 
pictures of me as a helpless infant, I would 
track that person down, no matter how 
long it took, and I would punch him or 
her square in the mouth.

J. Williamez will still accept your dona-
tions of Anne Geddes’ art to cover the 
cracks in the wall of his apartment.

Were anne Geddes to take 
pictures of grown adults 
dressed up like teddy 
bears and houseplants, 
I would have no moral 
objection – only a strong 
aesthetic one.

crossword Puzzle 22
Solutions to this week’s crossword in next week's issue.

Wesmen add men’s baseball team

sarah reilly
staff Writer

In 2010, the University of Winnipeg added 
men’s and women’s soccer teams, and college 
basketball teams to the Wesmen program. 
Next fall, there will be another addition – a 
men’s baseball team.  

Doran Reid, U of W’s athletic director, is 
excited about the new team.

"Adding baseball to the Wesmen family of 
teams makes a lot of sense,” he said. “Base-
ball is a popular sport and will work well with 
our model of providing opportunities for elite 
athletes to excel, be role models for the com-
munity and get a good education.”

The Wesmen team will be coached by Guy 
Yerama and Mike Krykewich, both of whom 
are veteran coaches.

Currently there are 10 of 25 spots filled by 
committed athletes, but the coaches are busy 
recruiting to fill up the roster as much as pos-
sible before September.

Krykewich and Guy have been working 
toward starting a university baseball team 
in Manitoba for a number of years, and are 
looking forward to getting started with the 
team next fall.

“I’m very excited that the university has 
taken this step forward to have baseball at the 
University of Winnipeg” said Krykewich.  

The Wesmen athletic department is also 
happy about the addition of the baseball 
team, and Reid expects great things to come.

“It is an exciting partnership with the 
Goldeyes, Baseball Manitoba, the baseball 
community and our two coaches/administra-
tors, Guy and Mike,” he said. “Their involve-
ment makes the chance of success a given in 
my eyes."

Training camp with open tryouts will take 
place after the September long weekend, 
which will kick off the fall training season.

The Wesmen will practice until Thanks-
giving, when their off-field training schedule 
will begin. Their post-Thanksgiving training 
period will last until practices resume in mid-
January 2012.  

Next year, the Wesmen will not be in a 
conference, but they will have a number of 
non-conference and exhibition games begin-
ning in mid-March.  

They will travel across the border to play 
teams in the U.S., including Jamestown and 
Minot State.  

Krykewich said the Wesmen also hope to 
have some home games in early April 2012.

Until the Wesmen have their own field, 
home games will be played at the Goldeyes’ 
Shaw Park.

During their first season, the Wesmen will 
apply to the National Association of Intercol-
legiate Athletics (NAIA), which has teams in 
both the U.S. and Canada.

Presently, there are five Canadian Interuni-
versity Sport (CIS) CanWest universities with 
teams in NAIA, including the University of 
British Columbia, the University of Victo-
ria, Simon Fraser University, the University of 
Alberta and the University of Regina.

When the Wesmen join NAIA, they will 
have conference games against the CIS NAIA 
teams, and NAIA teams in the U.S.

Open tryouts to take place fall 2012

Mike Krykewich, one of two coaches of the newly announced wesmen baseball team, has been pushing for a squad at the U of w for years.  
CINDY TITUS
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ethan Cabel
beat reporter

H2Oohhh, an ambitious photography exhibi-
tion by acclaimed local artist Rodney Braun, 
has been described as a “ballet in liquid 
motion.”

The photos, now on display at the Exchange 
District’s Pixels 2.1 gallery, are beautifully ren-
dered portraits of stunning Winnipeg models 
beneath, as well as suspended above, water.

Some portray the subtle vulnerability of 
humans in water while others show women 
that seem fanatically empowered by it.

Regardless of the model, the images com-
mand an aesthetic that is reminiscent of a 
rousing and powerful dance.  

Braun, a long-time portrait photographer 
and the co-founder of independent Eve Stu-
dios, is quick to set the record straight, how-
ever.

The process of shooting underwater, he 
says, is nothing like a dance.

“The reality of it is that we go down, we 
shoot some images, we come up, we cough, 
we sputter and we go back down,” said Braun, 

describing the process of instructing about 30 
local models between frantic gulps of air.

That wasn’t his only challenge, however, 
as he shot in indoor pools around Manitoba, 
in Lake Winnipeg and around the Red River 
Floodway.

Braun had to protect his equipment by 
using an underwater housing for his camera, 
which he describes as a “$500 Ziploc bag,” 
while wrapping the rest of his gear above the 
surface in plastic.

“Purely from an insurance standpoint, 
you're taking a lot of gear underwater and 
hoping it comes out dry,” he said, adding he 
managed to convince the local Don’s Photo 
store to donate a Canon Rebel camera to the 
project.

The Canon Rebel was a lifesaver because he 
was able to minimize insurance problems by 
using it for nearly every single photo, he said.

Additionally, to deal with the constant 

issue of floating back up to the surface during 
shoots, Braun had to fashion a system using 
caste iron weights and climbing rope.

He was also forced to experiment with 
light, which he describes as the “biggest chal-
lenge” of underwater photography, and to 
adjust skin tone in post-production.   

“Skin tones from one foot underwater to 
three feet underwater are drastically differ-
ent,” he said, adding that he made skin tone 
adjustments with Photoshop.

“There's no guarantees when you're deal-
ing with water.”

Although Braun’s primary objective for 
the project was simple – he wanted to cre-
ate “something beautiful” – it quickly trans-
formed into a more philanthropic effort.

“After about my second session, I was sit-
ting there going ‘Boy, this the cleanest, clear-
est pool I've ever photographed in. Most peo-

ple don't have a pool this nice to photograph 
in,’” he said of an indoor pool at Manitoba’s 
Sandhill Pines park and campground.

“A minute later I realized how stupid that 
statement was because, really, most people 
in the world don't have water this clean to 
drink.”

H2Oohhh is on display at Pixels 2.1 gallery 
at 217 McDermot Ave. until Tuesday, April 
19.

The camera donated by Don’s Photo will 
be auctioned off at the end of March, with 
proceeds going toward organizations that 
support clean drinking water in Third World 
countries.

Twenty per cent of the money generated 
from the exhibition will go toward Samari-
tan’s Purse Canada and WaterCan, two non-
profit organizations supporting clean water in 
developing nations.

A ballet in liquid motion?

“There's no guarantees when 
you're dealing with water.” 
 – rODney BraUn, PhOTOGraPher

Local photographer discusses the challenges of shooting underwater for his newest exhibition

Local photographer rodney Braun shot in indoor pools around Manitoba, in Lake winnipeg and around the red river Floodway to create the images in h2Oohhh, his latest exhibit.
RODNEY BRAUN

 

Plasma Donors Make a Difference

Call today to get started:

 (866) 563-1266
www.cangeneplasma.com

Located in SmartPark on Univ of Manitoba 
campus near Chancellor Matheson Rd

We are looking for healthy people who 
are interested in making $100 or  

more per month by donating plasma 
once a week. Plasma donations are used 
to create medications that can save lives. 

Currently in need of plasma donors  
vaccinated against Hepatitis B. 


