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CoNTrIBUTorS:

Monthly campaigns from the serious to the ridiculous
From special interests to 
health awareness, there is a 
month for everything

ArLeN KASDorf 
voLUNTeer

October is Vegetarian Awareness Month, 
Canadian Library Month, Islamic History 
Month, Autism Awareness Month and Car 
Safety Month, just to name a few. With so many 
awareness campaigns, it’s often tough to tell 
which are legitimate charitable causes and which 
aren’t. 

Kelly Keith, a spokesperson for Manitoba 
Healthy Living, Youth and Seniors, stated that 
there is an official process that must be under-
taken if an organization wants their campaign to 
be recognized by governmental departments.

“Requests are generally received by the min-
ister's office ... (then) referred to a departmental 
specialist in the appropriate area who has to as-
sess them,” Keith said. 

“A proclamation has to be prepared and 
signed by the (appropriate) minister. The min-
ister often reads the proclamation at an appro-
priate event.”

Minister Jim Rondeau read one of these proc-
lamations at the Winnipeg Convention Centre 
to help kickoff Seniors’ and Elders’ Month on 
Friday, Oct. 1. 

Not all are endorsed by the Manitoba gov-
ernment, but Keith said that she has a couple 

of bowls full of pink ribbons in her depart-
ment ready for Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
(BCAM).

These events may last all month, as in the case 
of BCAM, or may be just one day, like World 
Food Day on Oct.16.  

Even though numerous campaigns occur in 
October, the one garnering the most attention 

is BCAM. It was started in 1985 to create more 
awareness of the disease as well as the need for 
early mammogram testing. It has now grown to 
become an international event.

Tracy Sopkow of the Canadian Breast Cancer 
Foundation recognized that even though this is a 
major worldwide occasion, keeping a local focus 
is central to maintaining such a sizeable event. 

“An increase in community or third-party 
events helps to maintain a heightened aware-
ness,” she explained.  

Also this month, the Canadian Red Cross is 

teaming up with other agencies to bring aware-
ness to child abuse. 

According to Tony Zerucha of the Red Cross, 
the month-long tactic is about more than just 
money. 

“It is more to call attention to the issue than a 
fundraising campaign,” he said. 

As many organizations strive for identifica-
tion in this pool of awareness, many do not have 
the resources to wage national campaigns and 
instead turn to social media. On Facebook alone 
there are hundreds of pages dedicated to all types 
of interests. 

Even though larger associations usually get 
media attention for official campaigns, October 
is also the time to recognize pretzels, stamp col-
lecting, spinach-lovers and toilet tank repair.
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by ADARA MOREAu

Q: noW THAT THErE ArE onLY foUr MAYorAL CAnDiDATEs in THE ELECTion (rAV giLL, BrAD 
gross, sAM kATZ AnD JUDY WAsYLYCiA-LEis), Do YoU THink THErE is EnoUgH CoMPETiTion?

Maia scholfield 
“The competition seems 
really fierce, especially 
between sam and Judy.”

Michael Chomiak
“There are 700,000 
people in this city. All 
you need is one mayor 
to do the job, so the 
competition isn’t that 
heated in my opinion.”

Michelle Hyduik
“I don’t think there’s 
much competition left 
after the four that just 
dropped out. I think that 
all that is left on the 
competition aspect is 
between sam and Judy.”   

kristina H.
“Competition wise, the 
other two candidates 
are not as publicized 
as sam and Judy. so, 
there’s really nothing 
there. Judy is adorable 
and I’ve lost hope for 
sam.”

Jenna Hamm 
“There doesn’t seem 
to be a lot of competi-
tion left just (because 
of) the fact that 
there’s only four left, 
and only two have 
been in the scene 
really, and that’s sam 
and Judy.”

Jordon sadowy
“no, I don’t think 
there’s any competition 
left seeing as half of 
them didn’t make it. I 
think sam Katz is going 
to win, because we’ve 
already had him. And 
people don’t really like 
change.”   

October is Vegetarian Awareness Month, Canadian Library 
Month, Islamic History Month, Autism Awareness Month and 
Car Safety Month, just to name a few

AyAME uLRICH
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Disqualified mayoral 
candidate takes the city 
to court

eThAN CABeL
BeAT reporTer

Ed Ackerman, a local filmmaker and for-
mer mayoral candidate, marched into the 
Winnipeg Law Courts building on Friday, 
Oct. 1 on a mission. 

Clutched in his one hand was the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms. In the other, a large 
sign proclaiming in bold letters: “Back on the 
Ballot.” 

Ackerman was one of four mayoral candi-
dates that were disqualified for not providing 
the 250 valid signatures necessary to appear 
on the municipal election ballot. 

In response to his disqualification, 
Ackerman filed a legal motion against the 
City of Winnipeg requesting that his nom-
ination papers be reviewed and at least 109 
disqualified signatures be ordered back on 
the papers.  

“They (the city) have deliberately deprived 
me of the right to run for mayor,” he said, 
standing outside the Court of Queens Bench 
after Justice Jeffrey Oliphant ruled to delay 
the case until Oct. 18.

Ackerman first appeared before the court 
on Tuesday, Sept. 28, whereby he was in-
structed to file an affidavit by 2:00 p.m. that 
afternoon. 

Ackerman failed to file an affidavit before 
his second court date on Oct. 1. As a result, 
Oliphant rescheduled court proceedings in 
the case until later this month.   

Although Ackerman was the only for-
mer candidate seeking direct legal recourse 
against the city, he was joined in court by 
business consultant and former mayoral can-
didate Nancy Thomas. 

“I believe Ed (Ackerman) and I should be 
put back on the ballot,” said Thomas, who 
was also disqualified as a candidate due to 

a lack of valid signatures. “Let the people 
decide.”

The 250 signatures required for a candidate 
to appear on the ballot are only valid if they 
correspond with the City of Winnipeg’s vot-
ers list. The basis for that list is the National 
Register of Electors, compiled by Elections 
Canada. 

When candidates first register their cam-
paigns with the city, they are given a prelimi-

nary voters list. 
Names can be added to or taken off that 

list by calling 311 until Sept. 3, at which 
point a final voters list is compiled. The se-
nior election official uses the final voters list 
to confirm whether candidates have enough 
signatures to appear on the ballot.

According to Michael Jack, the City of 
Winnipeg’s lawyer on the case, if a candidate 
does not have enough valid signatures they 

have no right to see the final voters list. 
Without the final list, Thomas feels that 

there is no way of confirming whether she or 
Ackerman are truly disqualified.

“The onus should be placed on the city 
to prove that I am not eligible to appear on 
the ballot,” Thomas said, adding that she has 
found at least 12 discounted signatures on the 
preliminary list and believes she is well over 
the 250 signatures required.

“I asked for the (final) list, or at least to see 
it, but I wasn’t permitted,” she said. 

Jack claims that access to the final voters 
list is just rhetoric, particularly in Ackerman’s 
case. 

“(In Ackerman’s case) the number of valid 
names found on the preliminary list and the 
final voters list was identical,” he said.

Many of Ackerman’s signatures were dis-
qualified because there had been a change 
in name or address. In some instances, the 
printed name may have been simply illegible 
to the senior election official, Jack said. 

“For this reason, all candidates are encour-
aged to get more names than just the 250 
because these issues are bound to occur,” he 
added. 

Thomas believes the system itself is 
flawed.

“If you’re eligible to vote you should be 
able to nominate the candidate of your 
choice,” she said, pointing to the fact that 
you can vote on Oct. 27 without appearing 
on the voters list but need to be registered in 
order to nominate a mayoral candidate.

Senior election official Marc Lemoine 
would not comment directly on Ackerman’s 
case. He did say, however, that it was ulti-
mately up to the candidates to get well over 
the 250 signatures required and regularly 
check the preliminary voters list.

“Candidates receive a preliminary voters 
list in May and they have a four-month win-
dow to check updates to that list at the city 
clerk’s office” he said, adding that most can-
didates submitted their nomination papers 
on Sept. 21, the final possible date. 

“It’s human nature, unfortunately, for peo-
ple to leave it to the last minute.”

To read more about the controversial nomina-
tion process check out Nick Ternette’s article in 
last week’s Uniter or online at www.uniter.ca/
view/4706. To read an interview with former 
mayoral candidate Avery Petrowski, check out 
Ethan Cabel’s blog at www.uniter.ca/blogs.

Fighting to get back on the ballot

“They (the city) have 
deliberately deprived me of 
the right to run for mayor.”  
 – eD acKerMan, FOrMer MayOraL canDiDaTe 

Local filmmaker ed ackerman wants to get back on the ballot to run in Oct. 27's mayoral election.
COuRTEsy ED ACKERMAn

Manitoba fights FaSD

ChLoe rew
voLUNTeer

Thursday, Sept. 9 was Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder (FASD) awareness day in Manitoba 
and it did not go unnoticed. 

A new government program was an-
nounced by Klinic and Nor’West Co-op 
Community Health Center with the goal of 
creating awareness, educating and motivating 
women to have healthy pregnancies without 
alcohol.

Healthy Child Manitoba describes the 
disorder as “the invisible disability,” which 
rarely has physical signs, as most symptoms 
are mental and behavioural. 

According to FASD Manitoba, the disabil-
ity is caused by physical damage to the brain 
from alcohol exposure during pregnancy. 

Its effects are cumulative. The first symp-
toms are limited mental capacities such as 
learning disabilities, slow auditory and cogni-
tive processing and difficulty with memory. 

These symptoms cause confusion and 
frustration which can translate into trouble at 
school or in the community, problems with 
the law, and drug and alcohol use.

As stated in Healthy Child Manitoba’s 
FASD strategy document, one per cent of ba-
bies born each year in Canada have FASD. 

Approximately 130 of those babies are born 
in Manitoba. Every year Manitoba invests 
more than $10.5 million in FASD initiatives. 

Healthy Child lists several existing FASD 

programs including respite day camps for 
children, mentoring programs and programs 
focused on youth in the justice system whose 
behaviour is a result of FASD.

In recognition of FASD Awareness Day, 20 
residents of Manitoba’s Norway House First 
Nation walked the 810 km to the Manitoba 
legislature over the span of 10 days, ending 
on Sept. 9. 

The walk was organized by Lucy 
Muswagon, FASD co-ordinator of Norway 
House. Muswagon wanted to focus attention 
on the devastating effect alcohol can have on 
a developing fetus and highlight the fact that 
FASD is a preventable disability.

“I wanted to organize a walk for these kids 
(that are affected by FASD) because there 
is no support (or) services for them,” said 
Muswagon. 

“The federal government needs to step up 

and improve support for reserve communi-
ties ... (and) to increase support for our pro-
grams that work for our population.” 

This set the stage for Klinic and Nor’West 
to announce the new Manitoba initiative 
in FASD education and prevention called 
Project CHOICES, scheduled to begin on 
Sept. 27.

“It’s the first of its kind in Canada,” said 
Lyndsay Hersikorn a counsellor for Project 
CHOICES.

Hersikorn explained that the program 
is aimed at women ages 16 and up who are 
drinking more than Canada’s lowest guide-
lines – three or more drinks on one occasion, 
or nine or more in one week. 

The main goal is to help prevent alcohol-
exposed pregnancies. 

The project provides information and 
counselling sessions focused on reducing 

drinking and increasing use of effective birth 
control. 

Hersikorn said the emphasis is on sup-
port, motivation and women setting goals 
for themselves. 

“It’s not about stigmas or telling people 
not to drink,” she said. “It’s about working 
with people so it fits their life.”

new program at Klinic helps promote healthy pregnancies

Klinic will be the home of a new FaSD program to promote healthy choices during pregnancies.
CInDy TITus

FaSD FacTS
-FaSD (Fetal alcohol Spectrum Disorder) is 
a blanket term which includes Fetal alcohol 
Syndrome (FaS), Partial Fetal alcohol 
Syndrome (PFaS), alcohol related neuro-
developmental Disorder (arnD) and alcohol 
related Birth Defects (arBD).

-FaSD affects all communities regardless of 
class or ethnicity.

-FaSD encompasses a wide range of alcohol 
related problems including mental, emo-
tional and behavioural issues.

-FaSD is often misdiagnosed as aDD/aDhD, 
speech or language disorders and autism 
Spectrum Disorder.

-Serious behavioural problems resulting 
from FaSD such as drug and alcohol abuse 
and problems with the law are a result of 
built up frustration over mental limitations 
that were not properly addressed.

-By encouraging children’s strengths and 
changing their environment to make learn-
ing easier, children born with FaSD can lead 
happy and successful lives.

Source: FaSD Manitoba
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MAniToBA sEEs rEDUCED DEfiCiT
Finance minister rosann wowchuk 

announced last week that Manitoba’s 2009-
10 public accounts fared well throughout 
the worldwide economic downturn. 
Manitoba’s 2009-10 deficits were $201 
million, down from a $555-million projected 
loss. The province’s five-year economic 
plan is to invest in front-line services like 
health care, education and family support, 
continue to update infrastructure, keep 
Manitoba an affordable place to live and 
work and to return to a budget surplus 
by 2014. “Manitoba has shown its strength 
when times are tough ... Our province still 
continues to perform well on a number of 
key economic indicators,” wowchuk said in 
a provincial government news release. 

CUrBing LiTTEr DoWnToWn
new trash “modules” have been placed 

in busy downtown areas to reduce the 
amount of litter thrown on streets. The 
Downtown BiZ unveiled five new stations 
with bright signage, featuring garbage 
bins, a cigarette butt disposal area and 
potted plants. The BiZ will monitor the bins 
for a month to see how they are received. 
it’s not unusual, the BiZ told the winnipeg 
Free Press, for almost 660 kilograms of 
trash to be littered about the streets. 
Much of the litter is recyclable, and a BiZ 
representative said they would look at 
placing recycling bins with the modules in 
the future. 

MAniToBA: YoUngEr AnD groWing fAsT
a Statistics canada reports says 

Manitoba keeps growing and is the third-
youngest province in canada. The median 
age of Manitoban residents is 37.7, lower 
than last year’s median. as of July 1, 
1,235,400 people were living in Manitoba. 
Since last July, Manitoba’s population grew 
by 15,850 people. The 1.3 per cent growth is 
the highest yearly increase since the early 
‘80s. according to the report, most of the 
increase is due to the Provincial nominee 
Program, which recruits skilled immigrant 
workers. Over three-quarters of new 
Manitobans in the past year come from 
the program. This increase also represents 
the largest immigrant arrival since at least 
1971, a province of Manitoba news release 
stated. 

WorkErs JoBLEss As 
nEWsPAPEr PrEss CLosEs

The Brandon Sun newspaper press shut 
down last Friday, Oct. 1, leaving 45 workers 
jobless. instead of printing the Brandon 
paper locally, owners FP newspapers 
will print it in winnipeg and then ship it 
over 200 kilometers to be distributed. FP 
newspapers owns both the Brandon Sun 
and the winnipeg Free Press. “The move … 
ends more than 100 years of printing since 
the first Sun rolled off the presses on Jan. 
19, 1882,” the communications, energy and 
Paperworkers Union of canada said in a 
media release.  

nEW AMATEUr sPorTs iCE 
CoMPLEx oPEns

The MTS iceplex and hockey canada 
centre of excellence officially opened 
Friday, Sept. 24. The centre, located just west 
of the perimeter, features four nhL-sized 
ice rinks and will give amateur athletes up 
to 20,000 ice-time hours each year. it also 
houses training, restaurant and lounge, 
and seminar facilities. The iceplex stems 
from a private-public partnership between 
the governments of canada and Manitoba 
and True north Sports & entertainment, 
the company that owns and operates the 
MTS centre. The province of Manitoba will 
invest $1.8 billion this year into diverse 
infrastructure projects, the province said 
in a news release. 

Local 
News Briefs 
compiled by Jon Sorokowski SoNyA howArD

BeAT reporTer

Just as the Red Road Lodge helps residents 
through the recovery process, management 
hopes getting charitable status will help the 
lodge through the fundraising process.

The lodge first applied for charitable status 
in 2007. While the Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA) did not reject the application after the 
standard two-year review, they did have a few 
questions about it. 

Richard Walls, owner and chair of the 
lodge’s board, said they chose to withdraw 
their application and resubmit a revised one 
later. There is no right of appeal if the CRA 
turns them down, notes Walls. 

“When we had applied, we were a rela-
tively new organization,” he said. “Our goals 
and objectives then may not have been in line 
with one that would get charitable status.”

When the organization started out, he 
notes, their bylaws were too broad for the 
CRA. An organization that mixes housing, 
arts, culture and sports in order to benefit 
specific individuals does not fit the CRA’s 
definition of a charity, Walls said.

“We really did need to clean up our mis-
sion statement and how we operate,” he said. 
“We’re now ready to apply.”

The lodge has since brought on an accoun-
tant to provide the CRA-required audited fi-
nancial statements, notes Walls, something 
they couldn’t afford three years ago. 

According to general manager Beverly 

Roberts, gaining charitable status is impor-
tant for the lodge because it will help attract 
both small and large donations through the 
provision of tax receipts. 

“It will also allow people to plan their giv-
ing on a monthly basis or put us in their 
wills,” Roberts said. 

Most importantly, both Walls and Roberts 
agree that it would help the lodge get grants 
from the Winnipeg Foundation, an organi-
zation dedicated to funding community and 
social improvement.

“We can only make grants to charitable or-
ganizations,” said Marie Bouchard, commu-
nity grant co-ordinator with the Winnipeg 
Foundation. 

“While getting charitable status does take 

a long time, it gives donors and funders 
a measure of comfort because the CRA is 
providing oversight on the work of these 
organizations.”

The Compassionate Friends, a group that 
supports bereaved parents, appreciates the 
benefits that charitable status brings.

“It gives legitimacy to our organization,” 
said Susan Taylor, office co-ordinator for the 
Compassionate Friends. 

Ultimately, charitable status would help 
raise funds to improve kitchen and laundry 
facilities, hire more staff and give residents 
more materials like linens.

“Private donors and larger foundations are 
interested in what we’re doing with homeless 
or Main Street development,” Walls said.

Red Road Lodge seeks charitable status to help residents 
on the path to recovery

LAUreN pArSoNS
BeAT reporTer

In July 2010, Terry Jones, a preacher with the 
Dove World Outreach Center in Gainesville, 
Florida proclaimed Sept. 11 to be “Burn a 
Qur’an day.” Although Jones did not burn 
Qur’ans and announced that he and his 
church never will, the criticisms continue to 
pour in over his threats. 

In the Sept. 11 edition of her regu-
lar column, the Globe and Mail 's Christie 
Blatchford wrote that “Rev. Jones could 
happen only in America,” and that if some-
thing like this were to happen in Canada, 
The Canadian Human Rights Commission 
(CHRC), police and courts would have put 
a stop to things.

According to Debra Parkes, associate pro-
fessor in the faculty of law at the University of 
Manitoba, that might not be the case.

“On the books we have limits of freedom 
of expression to reduce hate speech – but in 
practice they are rarely applied,” she said.

Parkes said that she cannot think of any 
recent cases within the Province of Manitoba 
or even within Canada where somebody has 

been charged. 
But, she noted that human rights laws are 

applied only to severe cases where a person is 
publically making claims that a group is dan-
gerous and that someone needs to do some-
thing about them.

She added that it is unlikely that the 
Qur’an burning would meet the provisions 
of being hate speech.

“Even under human rights laws, at the 
end of the day, those are only charged against 
quite extreme cases,” she said.

According to Section 13 of the Canadian 
Human Rights Act (CHRA), a statute passed 
in 1977 by the Government of Canada to 
extend laws to protect victims of discrimi-
nation prohibits the communication of mes-
sages that are likely to expose a person to 
“hatred” or “contempt” by ways to telephone 
or Internet.

This section empowers the CHRC to deal 
with complaints of hate messages either by 
telephone or Internet. 

But not all complaints even make it to an 
adjudicator.

“The communication that is the subject of 
the complaint must be so excessive and ex-
treme in nature that it suggests that a given 

race, sex, religion or other group identifiable 
in relation to one or more grounds in the 
CHRA is devoid of any redeeming qualities 
as human beings,” said Stacey-Ann Morris, 
a communications spokesperson for the  
Canadian Human Rights Commission. 

“If the message does not meet this thresh-
old, it will not be found to come within the 
ambit of Section 13, notwithstanding that the 
message is offensive, controversial, shocking 
or disgusting to some.”

Regardless of Jones being Canadian or 
American, his actions have North Americans 
of all beliefs riled up. 

”It creates a mirror image of extremism,” 
said Dean Peachey, vice-principal of the 
University of Winnipeg's Global College. “It 
charges up certain Christians or Americans ... 
and at the same time it does that, it fires up 
other radicals who have a bone to pick with 
the United States.”

Peachey stressed that there must be toler-
ance for every faith’s perspectives. 

“All religions involve a sense of morality, 
teachings as to proper ways to live or not,” 
he said.

A burning question of faith

richard walls, owner of the red road Lodge, is hoping fundraising will be much easier with his organization 
registered as a charity.

CInDy TITus

CorrECTion:

The photo accompanying the article "Mayoral can-
didate spotlight: Getting to know Judy wasylycia-
Leis" (Sept. 23, page 5) was credited incorrectly. 
elke werchonowicz took the photo

The Uniter regrets the error.

LAUreN pArSoNS
BeAT reporTer

The second annual Reclaiming Dignity: A 
Pajama Party, an event to raise awareness 
about the abuse of women and the need for 
support in women’s shelters was a success this 
past Saturday, Oct. 2.

With pyjama donations piled up at the 
door, live bands, a silent auction, buffet-style 
food and displays for shelters lining the hall 
and auditorium of the Manitoba Museum, 
the aim of the event was to have a good time 
while bringing a dark subject to light. 

“Everybody should be able to have a fresh 
start, every day should be better than the 
one before,” said event organizer Elizabeth 
Cooper. 

Cooper, along with her sister, Alicia 
Cooper, decided to form the event after par-
ticipating in a conference in Regina, Sask. 
two years ago about missing, abused and 
murdered women.  

She said that the idea for collecting pyja-
mas came from the fact that last year over 

2,000 women had to use emergency shel-
ters and they usually didn’t have time to pack 
pyjamas.

“Pyjamas are something safe and secure – 
it is a first step to a fresh start,” she said. 

Cooper invited women who are using the 
shelters to come out to the event to share 
their stories and see the support they have in 
taking that first step. 

Sharon Morgan, executive director of 
women's shelter Ikwe Widdjiitiwin, is happy 
to see a fun event to raise awareness.

“I do believe that there can never be too 
much publicity towards domestic violence ...  
these types of events really help us a lot,” she 
said. 

Ikwe and Osborne House are the emer-
gency women’s shelters that will receive do-
nations of pyjamas from the event. 

Women and their children entering the 
shelter are given pyjamas, hygiene products, 
bedding and an allowance of $1.90 a day for 
a fresh start in their lives. Generally, stays are 
limited to 30 days.

“Often they are coming from situations 
where they don’t have time to pack their 

things," said Jen Kehler, provincial co-ordi-
nator for Manitoba Association of Women’s 
Shelters (MAWS).  "It (pyjamas) gives them a 
sense of relief that they can feel comfortable. 
It is a basic.”  

The association governs nine of the 10 in-
province shelters and maintains communica-
tion with federal shelters on reserves.

“We are very thankful for the Coopers to 
bring it upon themselves to raise awareness 
for the shelters,” she said.

Aside from pyjamas, Kehler stresses the 
shelters need more funding as monetary do-
nation goals are not being met and, as a re-
sult, staff are being reduced. 

“When we have to cut positions, the fol-
low-up work and programs need to be cut as 
well,” she said.

Kehler hopes that events like Reclaiming 
Dignity: A Pajama Party can continue to raise 
awareness so the shelters can grow to accom-
modate all victims of abuse and incorporate 
more programs.

Pyjama donations can be dropped off at the 
Closet Chick – 938 Portage Ave.

Different kind of pyjama party raises awareness
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This week on the  
campaign trail...
KrISTy ryDz
NewS proDUCTIoN eDITor 

It ain’t easy being a girl
Being a woman may cost sole female mayoral 
candidate Judy wasylycia-Leis the election, ac-
cording to University of winnipeg politics profes-
sor Shannon Sampert. 

“if she loses it will be because she’s a 
woman,” Sampert affirmed last weekend during 
the annual Prairie Political Science association 
conference, as reported in winnipeg Free Press.

Sampert and University of alberta political 
science professor Linda Trimble, who specializes 
in women and gender, went on to explain how 
most female politicians face adversity when run-

ning for office even though they are often more 
educated and politically experienced than their 
male opponents. 

Politically-aspiring women have be conscious 
of how they are seen by voters and their col-
leagues to be successful, Trimble told the paper. 

“it's a delicate balance for women running 
for office: do you perform as a man, and get ac-
cused of being too masculine or aggressive, or 
as a woman, and be accused of not having the 
right stuff?" she said. 
Mayoral race a dead heat: Probe poll
according to a Probe research poll released last 
week, current mayor Sam Katz and high-profile 
candidate Judy wasylycia-Leis have the equal 
attention of winnipeg voters. 

The poll, commissioned by the winnipeg Free 
Press, stated 50 per cent of 439 intended voters 
questioned planned to vote for wasylycia-Leis 
while 47 per cent pledged to put an “x” next to 
Katz’s name on Oct. 27. 

Gender is splitting the voting pool as well 

with the research showing that Katz has a seven 
per cent advantage with male voters while 
wasylycia-Leis has won over 13 per cent more 
women. 

cTV reported that the difference between the 
two front-runners is within the margin of error. 

Probe states that the poll is accurate within 
4.7 points 95 per cent of the time. This survey 
was conducted by phone via modified random 
digit dialing. 

International 
News Briefs 
compiled by aaron Snider

WAL-MArT EYEs nEW MArkET
SOUTh aFrica: The BBc reported last 
week that wal-Mart has entered into 
negotiations to purchase the South 
african chain Massmart for more than 
$4 billion. The move comes as wal-Mart 
experiences poor sales in the U.S. but 
strong growth internationally, especially 
in Brazil, china and Mexico. a buyout of 
Massmart would give wal-Mart a strong 
foothold in africa and allow them to 
expand to other regions and markets on 
that continent. a spokesperson for wal-
Mart said that they will respect all labour 
laws and existing unions, something that 
has troubled previous expansions. wal-
Mart is the world’s largest retail company.

gEorgiA ADoPTs EngLisH 
LAngUAgE, WEsTErn VALUEs
GeOrGia: Two years after being invaded 
by russia, the former soviet state of 
Georgia has replaced russian with english 
as the country’s official second language 
after Georgian, as reported in a video 
by aljazeera.net. russian influence on 
Georgian society has been in decline 
for years as many Georgians seek the 
prosperity associated with speaking 
english. Georgia’s government denies 
any political motivation for the change, 
noting instead their country’s desire to 
shift toward western values. More than 
200 foreign english teachers are already 
at work in the country with plans to 
bring more in the coming years. The 
government hopes to have all Georgians 
fluent in english by 2014.

onE-CHiLD PoLiCY WiLL ConTinUE
china: The chinese government will 
continue its one-child policy in the coming 
decades, the cBc reported, despite much 
speculation that the restrictions would be 
relaxed, raising the limit to two children 
per family. The policy has been linked with 
many negative demographic trends in 
china, including an aging population and 
a lack of female children. The government, 
however, explains that the policy helps to 
counter cycles of poverty by preventing 
large, unsustainable families. The 30-year-
old one-child policy has prevented an 
estimated 400 million births in a country 
that already has the world’s largest 
population.

Do noT riDE THE WHALEs
aUSTraLia: authorities have begun 
spreading the word about the danger 
of approaching whales in the wild after 
a young man in australia allegedly 
attempted to ride a southern right 
whale that had approached a beach, 
cnn reported last week. a photo taken 
by a witness will be used by police to 
find the whale-riding suspect. australian 
law prohibits anyone from coming within 
30 metres of southern right whales and 
places a $10,000 aUD fine for people who 
get too close. The southern right whale 
can reach 18 metres in length and weigh 
as much as 80 tonnes.

iT’s HArD noT BEing PrEsiDEnT
haiTi: Popular musician wyclef Jean was 
admitted to hospital last week suffering 
from stress and exhaustion, the BBc 
reported. The singer, who has been 
working on a new album, recently withdrew 
his candidacy for president of haiti after 
failing to meet a residency requirement. a 
statement released by Jean’s family notes 
that the singer, who was born in haiti, 
had been over-exerting himself since the 
earthquake that devastated that country 
in January. Mr. Jean has since returned 
home and hopes to return to work soon. 
his new album is expected to be released 
next year.

The BeTTer

SerIeS
AyAME uLRICH

Public-private partnerships costly and unaccountable, critics say
rise of P3s has people 
speaking out

eThAN CABeL
BeAT reporTer

Under the leadership of mayor Sam Katz, 
Winnipeg has embraced the use of public-
private partnerships (P3s) for several large 
infrastructure projects, locking the city into 
long-term contracts and multi-million dollar 
annual payments to the private sector. 

Now, the incumbent mayor is looking 
to the P3 Canada Fund for a light rail rapid 
transit network.

“An expansion of our public transit sys-
tem should not be a candidate for a P3,” said 
mayoral candidate Judy Wasylycia-Leis, crit-
icizing Katz for not completing phase II of 
the Southwest rapid transit corridor with ear-
marked federal-provincial stimulus cash.

Wasylycia-Leis wants to virtually discon-
tinue the use of P3s because they sacrifice 
public assets to the “unaccountable” private 
sector.

Olivia MacAngus is the director of cor-
porate strategy for PPP Canada, a federal 
crown corporation. She believes, contrary to 
Wasylycia-Leis, that the P3 method has be-
come necessary for many municipalities.

“In Canada there has been an across-the-
board increase in the demand for P3 develop-
ment,” she said.

The reason, according to MacAngus, is 
that municipalities are looking for ways to 
effectively develop and maintain new infra-
structure without running massive deficits.

Normally, the government enters into con-
tracts with the private sector for just the con-
struction of a project. The government then 
owns the new infrastructure and is respon-
sible for its maintenance.

P3s work differently, however, by ensuring 
that the private sector is responsible for the 
construction as well as the maintenance of 
the infrastructure over its lifetime. 

The government makes annual payments 
to the private partner in return for regular 
maintenance. This results in contracts that 
allow the government to spread upfront con-
struction costs over 25 to 35 years. 

For example, the Charleswood Bridge, a 
P3 made between the City of Winnipeg and 
DBF Construction in 1995, continues to cost 
the city $1.5 million annually. Those costs en-
sure regular maintenance on the bridge will 
continue until 2024. 

Proponents believe that P3s are beneficial 
because they transfer a great deal of risk to 

the private sector. If maintenance costs exceed 
the governments annual fee, the private sec-
tor is on the hook for any additional costs.

With the P3 model in place, the private sec-
tor stays on top of maintenance rather than 
the government falling behind over time and 
incurring large repair costs, said MacAngus.

Critics, however, claim that P3s are too 
costly and diminish accountability to the 
public.

“I believe the costs (for P3s) are exorbi-
tant,” said Wasylycia-Leis, citing projects 
like the recent Chief Peguis Trail expansion, 
which will cost the city $8.2 million annually 
until 2041. 

“(The increased use of P3s) means that un-
elected corporations are responsible rather 
than public officials.”  

John Loxley is a University of Manitoba 
economics professor and the author of 
Public Service, Private Profits, a critical look 
at the rise of P3s in Canada. He agrees with 
Wasylycia-Leis.

“The idea that all P3s are more efficient is 
simply not true,” he said.

Loxley believes that P3s are used to hide 
the costs of a project by spreading it over 
long, incremental payments to the private 
sector.

“It works like a car loan,” he said. “(Katz) 
is ideologically aligned with P3s without any 
real reason or justification.”

The charleswood Bridge is a public-private partnership made between the city of winnipeg and DBF 
construction in 1995. it continues to cost the city $1.5 million annually.

MICHAEL CHIAssOn

whaT iS PPP canaDa?

PPP canada is a crown corporation set 
up in 2008 with a mandate to “develop 
the canadian market for public-private 
partnerships for the supply of public infra-
structure in the public interest.”

PPP canada exercises this mandate by 
being a national centre of expertise on P3 
matters. in order to assess whether a P3 
would be effective, the organization also 
actively screens infrastructure projects 
over $50 million from other levels of gov-
ernment that are seeking federal funding.

The organization is also responsible 
for administering the P3 canada Fund – 
a $1.2 billion, five-year program used to 
“catalyze the use of P3s by other levels of 
government.”

“what P3 canada is interested in doing 
is being debt lenders or grant providers,” 
said cynthia robertson, executive director 
of the canadian council for Public-Private 
Partnerships.

There are some, however, that find 
it suspect that the harper government 
would set up a crown corporation just to 
promote an “ideological bias” in favour 
of P3s.

“i have had deep concerns about 
PPP canada from the start,” said Judy 
wasylycia-Leis who was a federal MP when 
the crown corporation was established. 

“P3s are seen as the be-all and end-all 
without considering the long-term cost.”

The uniter's better Voter series

sept. 16             Fringe candidates

sept. 23            accountability

sept. 30            education
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“(Katz) is ideologically aligned with P3s without any real 
reason or justification.”  
 – JOhn LOxLey, ecOnOMicS PrOFeSSOr, UniVerSiTy OF ManiTOBa 

More better Voter articles in this issue:

Page 3: Disqualified mayoral candidate

 takes the city to court

Page 9: rethinking transportation

Page 9: rapid transit debate moves at

 a snail’s pace
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COMMunITy EVEnTs

The Graffiti Gallery is seeking a DarKrOOM PhOTOGraPhy 
inSTrUcTOr to manage the drop-in Darkroom and intro to 
Photography workshops. 

Free inTernaTiOnaL STUDenTS' cLaSS. a free class for inter-
national students will be held on Sundays from noon to 1:30 
p.m. at elim chapel, 546 Portage ave. it will be an opportunity 
to meet with other students and canadian friends while learn-
ing english and the Bible. For more information contact Val and 
Veda chacko at 257-1670 or vtchacko@shaw.ca.  

On CAMPus

The University of winnipeg presents MennOniTeS, MeLanchOLy 
anD MenTaL heaLTh: a history conference. it is free and 
open to the public. Thursday, Oct. 14 until Saturday, Oct. 16 in 
convocation hall. For info, visit www.bit.ly/bxx22G.

For three days in mid-October, people will gather at the 
University of winnipeg to discuss the legacy of one of our 
most important thinkers at a conference entitled MarShaLL 
McLUhan in a POST MODern wOrLD: iS The MeDiUM The 
MeSSaGe? Thursday, Oct. 14 to Saturday, Oct. 16. The conference 
is free and open to the public. For info, visit www.bit.ly/auDfys.

The winnipeg Symphony Orchestra (wSO) is introducing a new 
and improved SOUnDchecK program, an easy and afford-
able way to take in wSO concerts throughout the season for 
students and those aged 15 to 30. Visit www.wso.ca for more 
information.

VOLunTEER OPPORTunITIEs

Volunteer positions at the University of winnipeg:

 – Peer SUPPOrT – e-mail uofwpeersupport@gmail.com,  
or grab an application from their office (OrM13), or from 
the UwSa.

 – UwSa FOODBanK – e-mail foodbank@theuwsa.ca, or grab 
an application from the UwSa.

 – The U of w GLOBaL weLcOMe cenTre FOr iMMiGranTS & 
reFUGeeS – call 258-2946, or e-mail globalwelcomecentre@
uwinnipeg.ca.

 – criMinaL JUSTice TUTOr – e-mail uwcjsa@live.ca.

arT FrOM The hearT has put out a call for artists. The registra-
tion deadline is Thursday, Oct. 14. For more information visit 
www.artfromtheheart.ca.

The humanitarian issues Program of the canaDian reD crOSS 
seeks youth volunteers ages 15 to 25 to work on campaigns and 
events around themes such as children in conflict, refugee and 
migrant issues and international development. For more infor-
mation, contact mb.volunteer@redcross.ca or 982-6731.

The UniTer, the weekly rag you are holding right now, is looking 
for contributors: writers, photographers, illustrators and proof-
readers. See your words in print or your photos and drawings 
on the page. e-mail editor@uniter.ca.

'Tis the season to volunteer and nothing’s better than good 
karma right before christmas. Put a smile on a stranger’s face 
this season by giving back: get into the holiday spirit and sup-
port St. amant by joining the VOLUnTeer GiFT wraPPinG TeaM 
aT ST. ViTaL MaLL. Volunteers are needed from Dec. 1 to Dec. 24. 
Please e-mail volunteer@stamant.mb.ca. 

cKUw 95.9 fm is seeking volunteers for the music and news de-
partments, and hosts for programs. e-mail ckuw@uwinnipeg.ca.

The weST BrOaDway yOUTh OUTreach cenTre is always look-
ing for more volunteers to help with a variety of programs 
including sports, tutoring and other programs to benefit inner-
city youth. call 774-0451 or stop by 222 Furby St. to offer your 
skills.

CiTY AWArD for MCfEETors HALL
The city of winnipeg’s accessibility award 

was given to the University of winnipeg’s 
McFeetors hall, designed by Prairie architects. 
The residence, designed for accessibility and 
environmental sustainability, is home to 176 
students and 25 families. Some of the features 
that caught the attention of the award 
committee include Braille on all signage and 
appliances in the residence, a talking elevator 
for those with visual disabilities, as well as 
widened hallways and doors. The residence 
also utilizes geo-thermal heating, making it a 
unique, as well as affordable and accessible 
housing facility in winnipeg. 

roLL UP THE riM
nick Martin of the winnipeg Free Press 

reports that University of Manitoba biosystems 
engineering professor Dr. David Levin and 
microbiology professor Dr. richard Sparling, 
working on a grant from Genome canada, may 
have found a way to produce biofuels from 
Tim hortons coffee cups. according to their 
research, when the cups are finely shredded, 
bacteria eat them and convert it into fuel. So 
far, however, only Tim hortons cups work this 
way; similar experiments done with Starbucks 
cups have not produced the same results. 
Levin and Sparling are currently seeking 
research money to potentially conduct more 
experiments on other non-recyclable paper 
products.

WEEkLY WEsMEn rECAP

women's Volleyball – Lea Marc Volleyball 
challenge (at Duckworth centre)

Thursday, Oct. 1
Brandon def wesmen 3-1 (25-23, 25-21, 11-25, 
25-23)
Manitoba def wesmen 3-0 (25-23, 25-21, 28-
26)

Friday, Oct. 2
wesmen def regina 3-1 (25-13, 22-25, 25-22, 
25-16)
UBc def wesmen 3-2 (21-25, 21-25, 25-22, 25-16, 
15-13)

Sunday, Oct. 3 – Bronze medal match
wesmen def UBc 3-0 (25-20, 25-16, 26-24)

Other wesmen action

Men's Volleyball (Pre-Season at Duckworth 
centre)

Saturday, Oct. 2
Queen's def wesmen 3-0 (25-19, 25-13, 25-19)

Sunday, Oct. 3
waterloo def wesmen  3-2 (25-13, 25-19, 14-25, 
21-25, 15-12)

Soccer – Manitoba colleges athletic 
conference (Mcac), regular Season

saturday, Oct. 2
Men's – wesmen 5  canadian Mennonite 
University 0 
women's – wesmen 14  canadian Mennonite 
University 0

with files from Sheldon appelle

For more information and game recaps, 
visit www.tinyurl.com/wesmen.

Campus 
News Briefs
compiled by Justin charette and andrew McMonagle

Campus News

The first program of its kind in western Canada to receive 
full government approval, Grant MacEwan University’s 
Acupuncture program reflects the highest standards 
of competency and practice. 

 This program provides three years of  
 comprehensive study in acupuncture and  
 Traditional Chinese Medicine, preparing
 you to become a Registered Acupuncturist. 

Heal mind,
 body, and spirit

Find out more, 
visit www.MacEwan.ca/acupuncture

check us out on Facebook: www.tinyurl.com/TheUniter

THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS 
ARE OPEN FOR ELECTION:
Education Director | Part-Time/Mature 

Students Director | Graduate Students Director
Environmental Ethics Director

Are you taking less than 18 credit hours 
this year? Are you over 21? I’m Jane and 
I would like to be your Part-Time/Mature 
Students Director! I have attended the 
University of Winnipeg on at part-time 
basis for the last four years. I am an avid 
cyclist and self proclaimed Scrabble 
champion… I am slowly working away at 
my Bachelor of Science. As a student who 
has worked to support myself while 
studying part-time for several years, I feel 
well equipped to represent this diverse 
group of students. As PT/M Director my 
aim is to better communicate student’s 
needs on campus and within the UWSA. 
My campaign is based on approachability. 
Students need to be more aware of their 
voice within the university. Your concerns 
should be raised and I want to see that 
the needs of part-time/mature students 
are met. Let’s talk.

Jane Harrington
NOMINATION:
 Part-Time/Mature 
 Students Director

BY-ELECTIONSUWSA

2010

Voting:

oCToBEr 12
oCToBEr 15
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Playing the waiting game at student Central
Students still spending 
hours in line to pay 
tuition and drop courses

KArLeNe ooTo-STUBBS
CAmpUS BeAT reporTer

Three hours is a long time to spend in any 
line, let alone for basic student services.

This is exactly what Jennifer Steiss, a third-
year psychology student at The University of 
Winnipeg, experienced this September. 

Spending time in the line this year leads 
her to believe that the lines at Student Central 
have never been this long.

“I’ve talked to other people who waited 
even longer than me to pay their fees or drop 
a course,” Steiss said. “It’s ridiculous that stu-
dents are required to waste so much time to 
perform a simple action.”

This year, Student Central employed a sys-
tem in which students can track their stand-
ings in line by a number assigned to them.

“From what I’m told, the new system 
worked well, but there is still the initial issue 
that students can’t drop courses online after 
Sept. 7,” said John Corlett, vice president ac-
ademic for the U of W. 

“We do not have (a) proper information 
technology structure in place.”

Corlett adds that if the online system is ad-
justed to allow students to drop and register 
after classes begin, it could complicate other 
features of the system like student records.

To avoid the lines, some students chose to 
pay by cheque, or pay a $50 user fee to pay 
online by credit card. Staff at Student Central 
also stayed after hours in the first week of 
school to accommodate students’ needs. 

“To me, these lines are a sign of our failure 
to address the problems we face processing 
and delivering services to students,” Corlett 
said.

There is also the little known option of 
faxing in your course adjustments, as second-
year student Kirsten Penner-Goeke found 
out about in spring session.

“Since spring session has such a short drop 
period, I was recommended to fax my form 
in,” she said. “I did it this fall too. It’s the easi-
est option.”

Most students are unaware of the fax op-
tion, and instead wait in line.

Corlett believes funding is required to 
solve Student Central’s problems.

“We require an investment in informa-
tion technology infrastructure,” he said. “We 
need to find money somehow to eliminate 
line ups.”

The system the U of W uses is called 
Datatel, and functions properly in many 
North American universities. 

Corlett says the problem with the U of 
W’s system is not a simple mistake in coding 
and will have to be carefully fixed as to not 
affect the rest of the system.

“Students need to be in charge of their 
academic progress. We want them to go on-
line and find all the information they need,” 
he noted. “We’re working on a lot of these 
things but still need to find funding.”

But results may not come as quickly as stu-
dents want, Corlett says.

“When you look at the cost of bringing in 
the company to fix the glitch, the university 
has to weigh whether we can afford to take 
money away from other services to lessen 
Student Central lines.”

Visit Student Central on the main floor of 
Centennial for any questions about register-
ing, getting lockers and your student ID.

“To me, these lines are a 
sign of our failure to address 
the problems we face 
processing and delivering 
services to students.” 
 – JOhn cOrLeTT, UniVerSiTy OF winniPeG VP 
acaDeMic 

Arthritis affects young as well as old
Prevention now can help 
avoid the disease later

SoNyA howArD
BeAT reporTer

Like any former student, Darren Moffatt is 
building a career and enjoying life. Unlike 
most students, however, he is doing this 
while living with arthritis.  

“It was difficult to get from class to class 
on days when my arthritis was really bad, es-
pecially when those classes were on the other 
side of the campus,” said Moffatt, a former 
University of Manitoba student.

Moffatt was three years old when he was 
diagnosed with juvenile arthritis, a disease 
that affects one in every 1,000 children across 
Canada.

His immune system did not recognize 
healthy body tissue. Instead, it attacked 
healthy tissue, resulting in intense pain and 
joint inflammation. No one else in his fam-
ily had it.

“The idea that arthritis is an old people’s 
disease is still a prevalent myth,” Moffatt said. 
“The statistics may not match up to the true 
story, because young people with symptoms 
may not be approaching their doctors, or 
doctors may not be noticing it.”

Debbie Keele, Arthritis Society commu-
nications co-ordinator for Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan, agrees.

“Most of the symptoms are not recognized 
or understood,” Keele said.

Jeff Billeck, head athletic therapist for 
the University of Winnipeg Wesmen sports 
teams, has helped some younger athletes 
manage various forms of arthritis.

He has helped athletes who have psoriatic 

arthritis, related to the skin condition psoria-
sis. He also sees minor arthritis develop from 
joint fracture injuries that may have been 
overlooked.

“When we’re assessing people, (arthritis) is 
not usually the first thing we’re looking at, 
but it can happen,” Billeck said.

While Billeck has not seen an increase in 
arthritis in students due to increased com-
puter use, he has seen other postural con-
cerns like nerve and joint pain in the neck 
and spine.

Pain in the wrists or fingers is a com-
mon complaint in students who spend 
long hours on the computer, according 
to Dr. Navjot Dhindsa, assistant professor 
with University of Manitoba’s department 
of rheumatology.

She adds, however, that this pain 
does not increase the risk of developing 
arthritis.

“Infection-related arthritis is common 
in young people,” said Dhindsa. “It is not 
the infection itself, but (the body’s) abnor-
mal response to the infection which causes 

arthritis.”  
Dhindsa notes that gonococcal arthritis 

can develop from the transfer of gonorrhea.  
She says young people and students living 

with arthritis need support to manage the 
transition to school and career.  

“If a young person has inflammatory ar-
thritis, they may not be able to sit for a three-

hour exam,” Dhindsa said. “They may need 
special pens with a larger grip or certain tools 
to assist them.”

Both Dhindsa and Moffatt agree that the 
best ways to prevent the development of ar-
thritis in  later life are to maintain a healthy 
weight and get regular exercise.

The new electronic number system used at Student central this fall caused chaos and long lines  
for those waiting. 

CInDy TITus

Do you have the 

E.Q. & 

the I.Q.
to be the next great 

Canadian entrepreneur?

www.thenext36.ca

Application Deadline: 
October 17th, 2010

“The idea that arthritis is an 
old people’s disease is still a 
prevalent myth.” 
 – Darren MOFFaTT, FOrMer UniVerSiTy OF 
ManiTOBa STUDenT
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STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

The UWSA democratical ly unites the students of the 
University of Winnipeg in order to advance student 
interests. Our efforts include promoting the exchange of 
ideas and information among students, and within the 
greater University community. In aid of this, we support 
and encourage the development of student groups and 
societies on campus. As well as promoting communication 
within the University, the UWSA advocates on behalf of 
students to administrative bodies.

MISSION STATEMENT

Lana Hastings
V ice  P res ident  S tudent  Ser v i ces

Ava Jerao
V ice  P res ident  In te rna l

Jason Syvixay 
Pres ident
Katie Haig-Anderson
V ice  P res ident  Advocate  

UWSA Board Meeting:

YOUR UWSA!
(Left To Right)

UNIVERSITY of WINNIPEG 

STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Canadian Federation of Students Local 8

0R30 BULMAN STUDENTS’ CENTRE  |  515 PORTAGE AVENUE  |  786-9792  |  THEUWSA.CA  OFFICE HOURS:  Monday - Friday | 10AM - 4PM 

Hel lo  f rom the UWSA! I t ’s  been an exc i t ing  te rm at  the  UWSA so  fa r,  w i th  a  g reat  O Week and F ree -
s ty le  h ip -hop fes t i va l  beh ind  us ,  among o the r  workshops  and events . 

We have a  number  o f  in te res t ing  events  on the  hor izon that  we hope you’ l l  j o in  us  fo r,  inc lud ing  a 
se r ies  o f  p ro fess iona l  deve lopment  workshops  tha t  w i l l  he lp  s tudents  ga in  va luab le  sk i l l s  tha t  they  can 
app ly  to  the i r  s tud ies  and p ro fess iona l  l i fe .  The f i r s t  o f  these  workshops  wi l l  be  he ld  on Wednesday, 
October 13th at 12:30  in  the  UWSA Board  Room. The theme i s  ‘S t ress  and T ime Management ’ , 
and workshop fac i l i ta to r  Jan Defehr  w i l l  move the  d i s cuss ion  beyond pop psycho logy concepts  to  focus 
on conversa t ion  and s to r y te l l i ng ,  d rawing on par t i c ipants ’  own knowledge and exper ience . 

We a t  the  UWSA a re  a lways  look ing fo r  s tudent  input ,  so  p lease  share  your  ideas  and feedback wi th 
us  by  emai l ing  uwsa@theuwsa.ca .  A l so ,  as  o f  next  week the  UWSA Execut i ve  D i rec to r s  w i l l  be  keep ing 
open off ice hours every Tuesday between 12 pm and 1pm ,  so  p lease  come by! Though the 
UWSA i s  open 10am-4pm Monday to  F r iday,  on Tuesdays  you can be su re  tha t  Jason,  Ava,  Lana,  and 
Kat ie  w i l l  be  ava i lab le  a t  lunch  t ime. 

Coming Events:

-  UWSA By -e lec t ions  Vot ing :  Oc tober  12th 
to  15th ,  9 am to  6 pm da i ly

-P ro fess iona l  Deve lopment  Workshop: 
Oc tober  13th  a t  12:30 pm in  the  UWSA 
Board  Room

-  UWSA Board  Meet ing :  F r iday,  Oc tober 
22nd a t  5pm, in  the  UWSA Board  Room

Friday, October 22nd, 5pm, in the UWSA Board room

Wesmen men’s volleyball pre-season begins
infusion of new 
blood demands 
leadership of 
veterans

SArAh reILLy
STAff wrITer

Larry McKay, head coach of the 
Wesmen men’s volleyball team, is 
back at the University of Winnipeg 
after a summer away from the 
Duckworth Centre.  

McKay coached the Canadian 
men’s volleyball B team during the 
month of June, and was also a mem-
ber of the national team coaching 
staff until last week. McKay said it 
was an incredible experience, but 
he is happy to be home and back 
with the Wesmen.

In his absence, McKay asked 
Kris Funk to step in as acting 
head coach. Funk has been an as-
sistant coach for the Wesmen in 
past seasons and has a great deal of 
experience. 

Funk put the Wesmen through 
training camp and ran their prac-

tices for the first month, and 
McKay is pleased with the results.  

“They’re in good shape, and ... 
pretty tired right now,” he said.

After losing a number of vet-
erans last year, the Wesmen are a 
young team this year with 10 new 
players. McKay noted that the 
rookies bring a lot of energy and 
enthusiasm to the program. 

He expects leadership from all 
returning players. 

“Any of the experienced guys 
have a lot of knowledge of what we 
need as a program and what we’ve 
done in previous years,” he said. 

In regards to leadership, the first 
– and second-year athletes will be 
expected to push themselves and 

their teammates, because they now 
form the core of the team. 

McKay also explained that, un-
like in other years, due to the team’s 
youth, the coaching staff will play a 
crucial role in providing leadership 
for the team as well.  

For Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport (CIS) 2009-2010 Rookie of 
the Year Matthew Schriemer, this 
year will be hard work but worth 
it. 

“I’m really excited for the up-
coming season,” he said. “Our 
team will be young, but strong.”

The Wesmen opened their 

pre-season play against Queen’s 
University on Thursday, Sept. 30 
in the Duckworth Centre. Prior 
to the game, McKay said that the 
match would be a big challenge for 
the Wesmen.  

“The team that they’ll face to-
night has some extremely good 
players on it,” he said. 

The Wesmen lost the match to 
Queen’s in four sets, but not with-
out a fight. In the fourth set, it 
was tied at 23 when Queen’s took 
the final two points to claim the 
match. 

Veterans Marc Ross and Matt 
Dueck performed well, leading the 
Wesmen on the court with Ross’s 
11 kills and 14 defensive digs, along 
with Dueck’s five blocks.  

Unfortunately, the Wesmen’s 
starting setter, Dan Lother, who 
was named to the CanWest Second 
All-Star Team 2009-2010, is out 
with an injury and was not able to 
play last week. Whether Lother will 
be able to return to the line-up this 
year is not known at this time.  

Despite the loss and injury, play-
ers like Ty Loewen can’t wait to get 
a few more games in the books. 

“I’m looking forward to the sea-
son and great things ahead,” he 
said. 

The Wesmen’s first league games 
will be held in the Duckworth 
Centre on Saturday, Oct. 30, when 
they take on long-time rivals, the 
University of Manitoba Bisons.  

new recruit brings 
passion, experience 
to the court

SArAh reILLy
STAff wrITer 

Standing at six foot one, Mackenzie 
Jeffrey, who is in her first year with 
the Wesmen women’s volleyball 
team, has always been tall for her 
age and began playing the sport in 
Grade 7.  

Jeffrey was recruited by 
Wesmen head coach Diane Scott 
while attending high school at 
Miles Macdonell Collegiate last 
spring, and was excited to join the 
University of Winnipeg and the 
Wesmen program.  

“I chose to study at the U of W 
because I wanted to earn my degree 
in a smaller school, where I feel I 
will be able to develop stronger re-
lationships with my professors and 
fellow classmates,” she said. 

Jeffrey is a volleyball veteran as 
a member of the 2010 provincial 
championship Bison 18 U team 
and she has been a provincial fi-
nalist in previous years earning the 
titles of best passer and blocker in 
2008. 

In terms of the Wesmen team, 
Jeffrey feels the core group of re-
turning girls are strong players and 
leaders, and the rookies are a great 
addition. 

“We all get along very well and 
you can see everyone improving 
on the court already,” Jeffrey said. 
“I think this season is going to go 

very well. I'm looking forward to 
what it will bring for all of us to-
gether, on and off the court.”

Now that the first month of 
training is over, the Wesmen have 
moved into pre-season games. In 
their first two tournaments, they 
have been strong competitors and 
have had close matches with other 
talented Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport teams. 

Though the season is just get-
ting underway, the rookie is al-
ready looking forward to the team’s 
successes. 

“I am very excited about playing 
this year because Diane recruited a 
group of very talented individuals,” 
Jeffrey said.  “I can see the passion 
everyone has on the team and I'm 
excited to see and be a part of what 
this team can accomplish.”

Mackenzie Jeffrey.
COuRTEsy WEsMEn

Jeffrey joins the Wesmen women’s 
volleyball team

WesMen PlaYer Profile

“I’m really excited for the upcoming season. 
Our team will be young, but strong.”
 – MaTThew SchrieMer, weSMen VOLLeyBaLL PLayer

For up-to-the-minute news, previews of upcoming issues and office 
shenanigans, check us out on www.twitter.com/TheUniter
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Rethinking 
transportation
innovative ideas, not the 
same-old, are the only 
way to achieve smart 
growth

roBerT gALSToN
voLUNTeer

Early in her campaign, mayoral hopeful 
Judy Wasylycia-Leis vowed to defend the 
things that make Winnipeg great, a list 
that included quick commute times. While 
this particular source of “greatness” came 
as a result of a flat-lined economy, traffic is 
slowly getting worse as the city maintains 
modest growth.

On the Midtown Bridge, opened in 1955 
to solve the congestion problem in south 
Winnipeg, semi-gridlock is now a regu-
lar occurrence. The same is true on other 
major routes.

Transport Canada estimates that billions 
of dollars worth of time and productivity 
are lost through traffic congestion. What is 
remarkable is that Winnipeg, eager to ac-
commodate more of this inefficiency, can-
not seem to pay for it.

It is hard to be confronted by the issue of 
transportation and infrastructure when that 
confrontation is a 20 – or 30-year process. 
While faster-growing cities have learned 
the hard way that bigger roads always equal 
greater congestion and infrastructure debt, 
Winnipeg seems to carry on with the same-
old.

“Roads are our rapid transit,” Mayor 
Sam Katz famously declared in 2005, and 
the city’s list of major road projects follow 
this counterproductive formula.

With transportation plans far beyond 

what the city can afford, Katz has relied on 
going to the provincial and federal govern-
ments, as well as building through public 
private partnerships (P3s).

Wasylycia-Leis has promised a modest 
two per cent increase of the property tax 
rate, but that won’t be nearly enough to 
ensure that begging ceases to be a routine 
mayoral duty.

While P3s combine the worst of both 
worlds – government’s ability to use force 
and business demands to be unaccountable 
– there are better market solutions to the 
transportation and infrastructure problem. 
These solutions can not only ease pressure 
on government coffers, but accommodate 
smarter, more efficient urban growth.  

While private transit sounds radical, 
virtually every transit system in North 
America was privately-owned well into the 
20th century. In Winnipeg, it was not until 
1953 that the transit system became public.

Before then, the system operated as a for-
profit venture, in a time when Winnipeg’s 
population grew from a few hundred to 
more than 250,000. Constricted by politi-
cal culture and government inefficiency, a 
public system could never have kept up to 
that demand today.

It could be argued that public tran-
sit was a worthwhile business venture be-
cause there was little competition from 
private automobiles. But by 1920, cars had 
already become affordable and relatively 
dependable.

What ultimately gave cars supremacy 
in cities was decades of public subsidies to 
roads, and the proliferation of traffic engi-
neering and city planning geared to auto-
mobiles and sprawl.

Scaling back this “road socialism” and 
reforming pro-car planning could put tran-

sit and cars on more equal footing.
Road pricing, where tolls on roads or 

within a specified zone are enforced during 
peak demand times (the way tickets for air-
planes and railways are), could reduce con-
gestion while encouraging transit use and 
carpooling.

Under a public transit system, the only 
increase in new buses over the past decade 
has gone to new services in new neighbour-
hoods at the city’s edges. Winnipeg can cut 
bus service in these car-dependent neigh-
bourhoods and sell its busy routes along 
higher density corridors.

Service in low-density neighbourhoods 
could be met by loosening the protection-
ist grip on the taxicab industry. Cab fares 
would lower as an increased number of 
cabs compete in the open market.

Jitney service – vans that are more direct 
than a bus, but cheaper than a taxi – could 
also provide service for low-density areas 
more efficiently than an empty transit bus 
could.    

What is the worst that could happen: 
transit fares rising every year?

Money raised from tolls (on Bishop 
Grandin Boulevard or downtown during 
rush hour, for example), selling off all or 
some of the transit system and getting out 
of the downtown parkade business could 
help the city build and repair transporta-
tion infrastructure and grow better.

Or it could just sit back and see if mar-
ginal property tax hikes and going cap-in-
hand to other governments will somehow 
work this time.

Robert Galston is a University of Winnipeg 
student who blogs about urban issues at 
http://riseandsprawl.blogspot.com.

ADAm JohNSToN
voLUNTeer

Environmental issues have come roaring 
back into our psyche after almost two years 
in the doldrums, evidenced by various re-
ports and magazine articles this summer.

Despite this, there seems to be discon-
nection among the general public regarding 
solutions to our environmental problems. 
Why is that the case when, in the year 2010, 
the environment should be the number one 
issue on people’s minds?

There are several factors that contribute 
to this disconnect.

First, politicians in Canada (especially in 
Manitoba) can be blamed for having a lack 
of concise and exciting plans for green eco-
nomic policies that would engage citizens.

Another important fact is the influence 
large fossil fuel corporations like Shell and 
Exxon Mobil have on our energy policy in 
North America. This influence blocks the 
way towards strong and competitive clean 
energy policies that would allow the nur-
turing of wind, solar, and hydro energy.

That said, it may be, ironically, that the 
environmental movement at times blocks 
the way toward a coherent path for a green 
planet. Various questionable protest tactics 
focus on miniscule things at the expense of 
the bigger picture and promote a lifestyle 
that many Manitobans and Canadians 
only wish they can afford.

One such case occurred on Dec. 7, 2009: 
twenty Greenpeace protesters were arrested 

after scaling the Parliament building in 
Ottawa before the Copenhagen confer-
ence. They had plastered a sign that read, 
“Climate Inaction Costs Lives.”

While it may be true that the intentions 
of Greenpeace and their concern about a 
lack of climate change policy were good, 
the stunt failed to get the attention of Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper. It also damaged 
some goodwill among the members of the 
general public who do have sympathy for 
such tactics.

One example of environmentalists rais-
ing awareness about small issues is the 
University of Winnipeg’s student group 
Ecological People in Action (EcoPIA).

While EcoPIA should be commended 
for their commitment to promoting com-
posting, holding “stuff swaps” every few 
months and encouraging other ways to 
reduce waste, their constant awareness-
raising about such smaller issues without 
going after the bigger picture – pushing for 
a green economy among the student popu-
lation – only does a discredit to what we 
need on a larger scale.

Similar issues arose with the recent 
Winnipeg Green Lifestyle & Organic 
Living Show, which, despite being a step in 
the right direction for this city, had prod-
ucts that most lower-income people could 
not afford. It had clearly been geared to-
wards a higher-income population.

That is where the disconnect lies. Green 
issues are hard to prioritize over more im-
mediate issues. Low-income families are 
likely more concerned about surviving 
than worrying about Greenpeace protesters 

placing a sign on Parliament.
A university student working two part-

time jobs and taking a full course load is 
more concerned about paying the bills 
and having a good job afterwards than 
composting.

An unemployed autoworker is con-
cerned about their retirement, less so about 
eating hemp bars.

How do we reconcile this disconnect? 
Well, through eco-populism.

In his 2008 book The Green Collar 
Economy, Van Jones makes clear that we 
need an “eco-populist” movement that 
has a broad coalition of progressive busi-
ness people, student, faith and social justice 
groups, environmentalists, labour unions 
and rank and file members of society all 
aiming for the creation of green jobs.

Such jobs could include retrofitting, solar 
panel installation and wind turbine build-
ing. The movement must also address the 
major issue of climate change. This would 
be a far more productive and beneficial way 
of achieving social justice and environmen-
tal goals – while going after the big nasty oil 
companies – than protesting would be.

Perhaps some in the environmental 
movement need to stop complaining about 
every way to save the world – in order to 
actually save the world.

Adam Johnston is an economics and rheto-
ric and communications student at the 
University of Winnipeg who focuses on 
environmental, economic and technology 
policy at http://moderneconomicstechnology-
environment.wordpress.com.

Comments

environmentalists need to stop saving the world so they can save the world
More eco-populism, less eco-chic

The plan that should have 
been decided upon long ago 
lingers on

ANDrew poDoLeCKI
voLUNTeer

Picture, if you will, Winnipeg with a function-
ing, successful rapid transit system. To me, the 
idea seems laughable.

Ever since the ‘50s, when electric trolley costs 
were speeding beyond diesel, Winnipeg has de-
bated rapid transit and what form of system to 
proceed with.

Ideas have ranged from a subway in the ‘50s, a 
monorail in the ‘60s and light rail transit (LRT) 
in the ‘70s and ‘80s. The present debate seems 
to view bus rapid transit (BRT) as the big ticket 
item.

Former mayor Glen Murray had a compre-
hensible plan for rapid transit back in 2003.

Everything was set to go, the shovels were 
ready to hit the ground, and all we needed was 
federal money.

When it was secured, Murray ditched mu-
nicipal politics for an unsuccessful federal ca-
reer. He was sure that his handpicked man, 
Dan Vandal, would coast to victory in the 2004 
mayoral by-election, until a business man who 
owned the Goldeyes arrived.

He was going to make this city the envy of 
Canada, and he won soundly on election night.

Six years down the road Winnipeg is, in the 
eyes of many, looking worse.

However, Katz has been boosted by work 
done by Murray. The funding secured by 
Murray for a rapid transit system was supposed 
to be protected, but this funding was breached, 
ensuring rapid transit was thrown off the pages 
until 2008.

Surprisingly, after pressure from citi-
zen groups like the Winnipeg Rapid Transit 
Coalition, Bikes Unlimited and the Winnipeg 
Citizens’ Coalition, all three levels of govern-
ment pledged to fund the first phase of a rapid 
transit corridor from the downtown to Jubilee 
Avenue. Phase two would come shortly after, as 
the provincial and federal governments came up 
with their share of the money.

After the announcement, many thought the 
drawn-out issue of rapid transit was finally fin-
ished and we could move onto other issues.

However, such hopes would not last long as 
Katz used divide and conquer-style politics to 
manipulate the citizens to support a light rapid 
transit (LRT) system for phase two.

If phase two were turned into an LRT sys-
tem, the project would make little sense.

For instance, consider living in St. Norbert 
(though anywhere beyond downtown will do): 
you would have to take a transit bus to Bison 
Drive, wait for a train, get on that train (which 
would only run at 40 km/h), get off at Jubilee 
Avenue, somehow cross Pembina Highway 
to Jubilee station, and then catch a bus to 
downtown.

This makes absolutely no sense, yet our coun-
cil blindly backed Katz’s plan, thinking this 
would put Winnipeg on the map.

It will, but only as the most embarrassing 
mistake in Winnipeg’s history.

Let us also not forget that Katz wants to use 
money for BRT to fund other things, which puts 
our federal funding in peril as stimulus funds 
draw to a close and the money has a deadline.

Katz continues to be quiet on the issue of 
rapid transit, making very few announcements 
about it during the municipal campaign thus 
far. He has spent far more time slamming his 
contender, Judy Wasylycia-Leis.

Wasylycia-Leis has promised to have phase 
one (from Jubilee to the University of Manitoba) 
completed and phase two (from downtown to 
Transcona) to be under construction by the end 
of her first term as mayor.

This issue should have been addressed years 
ago, yet we’ll continue to debate it as long as 
Katz and his council run the city.

Speaking as a member of the young genera-
tion of municipal voters, we’re all tired of mass 
transit systems being proposed but not acted 
upon.

Andrew Podolecki is a first-year student at the 
University of Winnipeg.

Rapid transit debate 
moves at a snail’s pace

RyAn JAnz

The BeTTer

SerIeS



www.UniTer.ca

CommeNts10
The UniTer       OctOber 7, 2010

how beneficial are bank 
profits if they contribute 
little to society?

mATT AUSTmAN
STAff wrITer

Federal Finance Minister Jim Flaherty will 
tell you that if you have money to invest and 
want to see high rates of financial return, you 
should invest in one of the “big five” banks 
in Canada: Royal Bank of Canada, Toronto 
Dominion, Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce, Bank of Montreal and Bank of 
Nova Scotia. Investing in Canada's banks is 
good because it will earn you lots of money. 

All the numbers and statistics will tell you 
the same thing. Sure, analysts will be quick to 
point out the fluctuations, but all in all banks 
are earning an astonishing amount of profit.  

In the third quarter of 2010, the “big five” 
cashed in $4.8 billion. Toronto Dominion’s 
(TD) profits grew by 29 per cent to $1.18 bil-
lion. In March, the Royal Bank of Canada 
(RBC) announced its first quarter profits had 
increased by 35 per cent to a staggering $1.5 
billion. A year before, in the thick of the re-
cession, they posted a quarterly profit of $1.05 

billion.  
As we try to wrap our heads around the 

enormity of those numbers we should also 
think about the inherent ethical justification 
of these profits.  

Increases like that are unheard of in the 
small business world. Big profit schemes are 
working better than ever for the “big five.”

They earned big on consumer loans, mort-
gages and corporate loans. Loans for mort-
gages are rising again but the large majority 
of Canadians’ real wages are not rising. 

Many people take out loans to live up to 
the pressures of the ownership society we live 

in. Banks benefit from societal pressures that 
influence people to take out loans they can’t 
really afford.

Liberal and Conservative politicians often 
boast the banks’ stable profitability as proof 
that Canada has a strong and responsible 
banking sector. 

In reality, the stable increase in bank prof-
its has little to do with the strength of the 
Canadian economy or the greatness of our fi-
nancial sector. They help our Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) grow, but little else. 

All these numbers really prove is that banks 
are really good at making profits off of their 
customers. After all, these banks are private 
sector corporations.

Flaherty can go on all day about the resil-
ience of Canadian banks, but he can't explain 
why these profits are beneficial for the greater 
good of the people. 

And shouldn’t we demand that there be 
justification beyond our ability to take out 
more loans?

For instance, these profits are achieved 
with little to no regard for the environment. 
Banks will loan money and collect interest 
on any legally operating business. They are 
the fuel for any status-quo business that just 
wants to earn profits, regardless of how these 
profits are achieved. RBC lent out $16.9 bil-
lion last year in loans to corporations operat-
ing in the tar sands.  

Flaherty and others will argue that profits 

mean investment that will make firms grow, 
create jobs, nourish the economy through 
consumption and, thus, expand business.  

But empirical evidence does not support 
this. Business investment has been stagnant 
over the past 30 years and has stumped even 
the International Monetary Fund. Profits 
alone do not have a direct correlation to in-
vestment. Such justifications do not hold 
true for bank profits.

Banks help increase the GDP, which helps 
them maintain legitimacy to the public, but 
substantial good does not arise from their 
profits. Profits of this level should be used to-
wards beneficial goals. 

There should be strong empirical evidence 
that the monster profits are ethically justi-
fied, not that banks are simply capitalizing 
on most people’s inability to live up to the 
demands of the capitalist economy.

This isn't about fulfilling some socialistic 
ideology. It is about reconsidering the dogma 
that profits are always justified as long as they 
are achieved within the parameters of the 
law.  

The “it’s just business” justification is as ig-
norant and ethically depraved as it is mad-
dening. There is an ethical paradox here that 
we should all consider within mainstream 
political discussions.  

Matt Austman is a politics student at the 
University of Winnipeg.

A question of ethics

the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the Helsinki fashion blog 
www.hel-looks.com. each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual 
expression and celebrate that you are really, really good looking. 

Jennifer

"Viva la 
cardigan!"
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Advance Voting
on U of W Campus

Need More Information?

It’s fast; it’s easy – drop by and vote!

WHERE? Main Floor, 515 Portage Avenue

WHEN? Tuesday, October 12 and

Wednesday, October 13 

9:30 AM to 3:30 PM

You must bring Photo ID such as a Driver’s License or 2 
other pieces of ID that provide evidence of your identity and 
current address. 

Civic Election – Wednesday, October 27, 2010
for Mayor, Councillors and School Trustees

Are you Eligible to Vote?
You must be 18 years old, a Canadian Citizen and a resident of 
Winnipeg for at least 6 months (since April 27, 2010).

Phone:  311
Email:    elections@winnipeg.ca

► ◄

Letters

Re: Travis Turenne’s letter (Sept. 30, page 10) 
in response to the article “A different kind of 
sponsorship scandal” (Sept. 23, page 7)

When Mr. Turenne claims that I have “no affili-
ation to the university” and insinuates that I am 
not “a real student,” he has made an ad hom-
inem argument. 

How does my affiliation, or lack thereof, in 
any way negate the validity of my concerns? Not 
only is it an ad hominem, but it is an untrue ad 
hominem. I have a rather profound affiliation 
with the University of Winnipeg, both as an 

alumnus and as someone who continues to in-
volve himself with many aspects of student life.

When Mr. Turenne summarizes my posi-
tion by stating that I wish to “prevent corpo-
rate sponsors from setting up tables during 
Orientation Week,” he has committed the straw 
man fallacy. 

Perhaps the subtlety of my position confused 
him, so allow me to restate it in simpler terms:

I believe that it was wrong for the University 
of Winnipeg Students’ Association to give the 
atrium space to the sponsors and make the 
Spence Street mall the default location for stu-

dent tables. 
In the future, I would like to see sponsorship 

minimized (not necessarily completely elimi-
nated), more carefully selected, and sponsors 
not given first choice of location at the expense 
of student groups and services.

If Mr. Turenne detected any “bias” in the 
original article, perhaps it is due to the fact that 
reality has a well-known anti-corporate bias.

Robert McGregor

Re: “Candidacy changes not for the better” 
(Sept. 30, page 9) 

I always enjoy reading Nick's articles. If we want 
to build the (real) progressive movement, we 
need to stand on the shoulders of giants like this 
one!

Gregory Furmaniuk
via www.uniter.ca

SenD yOUr LeTTerS TO The eDiTOr TO: eDiTOr@UniTer.ca.
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Local pop duo ash Koley 
quickly adjusting to the 
whirlwind life of stardom

eSmA mNeINA
voLUNTeer STAff

Ash Koley, Winnipeg’s newest pop darlings, 
have had their feet touch many new grounds 
in the past month, stopping in cities across 
Canada on their promotional tour.

The band’s first album, Inventions, was re-
leased by Sony Music Entertainment Canada 
and Nettwerk, and hit store shelves this past 
Tuesday, Oct. 5.

The album comprises eight songs that 
the duo, Ash Koley (who the band is named 
after) and Phil Deschambault, put together 
since the start of their musical collaboration 
in 2004.

But the two have hardly had any time to 
relax since touring as a part of Lilith Fair this 
past summer alongside other prominent art-
ists, such as Sarah McLachlan and Erykah 
Badu.

The promotional tour has “been a totally 
different experience,” Koley said by phone 
last week.

“During the live shows, it was surprising 
to see people knew us and were singing our 
songs.”

Characterizations like “alternative/pop,” 
“new wave,” and “indie” are constantly tagged 
to the band, but for Koley, reviews from the 
press are only part of the excitement.

“It was cool to hear people say it sounds 
fresh, or sounds different,” she said. “Meeting 
radio stations that play our music, that was 
nice and we’re really grateful for them.”   

The band’s songs include Mary the Inventor, 
GO!, Balance, and radio-hit Don’t Let Your 
Feet Touch Ground. Each was released with 

its own imaginative video on YouTube before 
the band caught record label attention. 

It's easy to see why fans so easily embrace 
the band.

Their constantly updated Twitter account 
and quirky YouTube videos – including the 
appropriately titled “bathroom series” where 
the two perform their songs acoustically in 
Ash’s bathroom – supply their fans with doses 

of Ash Koley at the click of a button. 
“I’ve seen anyone from kids to 80-year-

olds – I’m still trying to figure out who they 
are,” Koley said of the duo’s diverse fan base.  

It’s not surprising that their music has been 
received so well by such a wide age range; the 
eight songs on Inventions can be accepted by 
anyone.

“I’ve never thought about a main message, 

songs are about memories or a positive mes-
sage,” Koley explained.

“Some people wanted us to dumb down 
our lyrics, but that wasn’t us. We both came 
to the table with different influences, and our 
music is exactly what we want it to be.”

Visit www.ashkoley.com.

From youTube to record deal to Lilith Fair

The members of winnipeg music duo ash Koley are quickly getting accustomed to music stardom with an exhaustive cross-canada promotional tour.
nORMAn WOnG
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THE MOUSELAND PRESS SPEAKERS SERIES & THE UNITER PRESENTS:

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 13TH

DANIEL MAC WARD CITY COUNCILLOR CANDIDATES TO DEBATE AND TAKE QUESTIONS 
FROM THE FLOOR • PROFESSOR SHANNON SAMPERT TO MODERATE 

DJ HUNNICUTFREE KING'S HEAD PUB
1ST FLOOR (120 KING ST) 

7PM

THE POLITICAL PARTYTHE POLITICAL PARTY

CHARLES TAYLOR

Globally renowned Canadian philosopher Charles Taylor is Professor Emeritus of Political 

Science and Philosophy at McGill University. Taylor was the co-chair of the Taylor-Bouchard 

Commission on Reasonable Accommodation in Quebec. His books include A Secular Age, which 

highly respected sociologist of religion Robert Bellah called “one of the most important books 

to be written in my lifetime.”

SOLIDARITY AND DIVERSITY IN A SECULAR AGE

SPONSORED BY

U OF W DEPARTMENT OF POLITICS

MANAGING BELIEF AND UNBELIEF IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2010 AT 7:30 P.M.
CONVOCATION HALL | THE UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG | 515 PORTAGE AVE.
FREE ADMISSION
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JELLO BIAFRA AND THE 
GUANTANAMO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Jello Biafra found fame with the Dead Kennedys as their lyricist 
and singer, but since the Kennedys’s dissolution in 1986, Biafra 
has taken on a host of other recording and touring projects 
including spoken word albums and collaborations with The 
Melvins, NoMeansNo, DOA, Mojo Nixon and Lard.

His latest project, Jello Biafra and the Guantanamo School 
of Medicine, pairs him with Ralph Spight (Victims Family, 
Freak Accident) and Kimo Ball (Freak Accident, Griddle) on 
guitar, Andrew Weiss (Rollins Band, Ween, Butthole Surfers) 
on bass, and Jon Weiss (Sharkbait, Horsey) on drums.

Their debut album, The Audacity of Hype, was released in 
2009 by Biafra’s own label, Alternative Tentacles. The album, 
on which Biafra gets producer credit, pairs him with engineer 
Matt Kelley (Tupac, Digital Underground, Victims Family).

Inspired by Iggy Pop’s 60th birthday celebration, for which 
he reunited the Stooges, Biafra planned his own 50th birthday 
gig and gathered Spight, Jon Weiss, and Billy Gould (Faith No 
More) to form Jello Biafra and the Axis of Merry Evildoers.

They played two sold out shows at San Francisco’s Great 
American Music Hall June 16 and 17, 2008, before going into 
rehearsals for nine months.

But before going into the studio they recruited Ball and 
changed their name to Jello Biafra and the Guantanamo School 
of Medicine. Gould returned to Faith No More in February 
2009 and was replaced by Andrew Weiss.

You can catch Jello Biafra and the Guantanamo School of 
Medicine at the Pyramid Cabaret on Monday, Oct. 11. Visit 
www.myspace.com/jellobiafraandthegsm

—RObIn DuDGEOn

COLLEEN BROWN
Colleen Brown is a young woman with an old soul.

The Edmonton singer-songwriter has received much 
critical acclaim for her retro brand of folk-pop including 
receiving the Alberta Emerging Artist Award, and being a 
finalist on CBC Song Quest.

Brown grew up studying dance, piano and musical the-
atre, and studied vocal performance at Grant MacEwan 
College. She also has two side-projects – rock band The 
Secretaries and retro show band The Kit Kat Club.

Brown released her first album A Peculiar Thing in 
2004, followed by Heart in Foot in 2007. She just re-
cently re-released Heart in Foot on Dead Daisy Records 
in March.

She says the biggest difference between the two albums 
is that the music has been simplified.

“More of the original material that we’re doing now is 
a little more poppy and less folky, we’re kind of moving 
away from that,” Brown explained. “More a full band in-
strumentation for a lot of the new stuff.”

“For this tour, which is just a duo thing, I play piano 
and the guitar and I’m with my electric guitarist.”

Brown is going across Canada with the Crash Test 
Dummies, and then going into the studio in November 
and December to record a new album.

You can see her Saturday, Oct. 9 at the Burton 
Cummings Theatre. Visit www.colleenbrownmusic.com.

—RObIn DuDGEOn 

CARPENTER

The idea of a punk band singing about the plight of farmers 
sounds like a pose, but Vancouver punks Carpenter practice what 
they preach.

Bass player Kelly Burnham had to bow out of the band’s cur-
rent North American tour because he’s busy working on his fami-
ly’s 10,000-acre farm in Oklahoma, and singer-guitarist Dan Sioui 
bought a farm of his own two years ago in southern Ontario.

“I’m finding it super rewarding,” Sioui said by phone last week 
of the farm, which includes 60 head of cattle, 60 apple trees, veg-
etables and herbs.

“It’s a lot of hard work, and it’s a different life … But, I think it’s 
been healthy for my body and my mind, so I really enjoy it.”

Rounded out by guitarist Ryan Howlett and drummer JJ 
Heath, Carpenter gained national attention in 2008 with the 
release of its first full-length, Law of the Land, on Winnipeg’s 
Smallman Records. They dubbed their Hot Water Music meets 
John Mellencamp sound “farmcore.”

The band’s second full-length, Sea to Sky, came out last 
month.

“It’s a little more upbeat and probably, to be honest, a little bit 
more punk in a way,” Sioui said. “I just found that there were so 
many bands jumping on the Americana-rock, punk-rock vibe that 
I wanted to separate (us) from (that).

“We really wanted to get back to our roots and have the re-
cord be a little more upbeat and a little more aggressive, while still 
maintaining that sing-along, anthem feel.”

See Carpenter live this Tuesday, Oct. 12 at the Royal Albert. 
Visit www.myspace.com/johncougarisgod.

—AAROn EPP

vISIT unITer.ca/lISTIngS for More of whaT’S haPPenIng 

More MuSIc ThIS week

MusIC LIsTInGs

Washboard Hank's Oktoberfest

incorporating the kitchen sink 
into his irreverent country-
swing, washboard hank has 
been elevated to canadian 
twang royalty. rollicking and 
bawdy songs sit alongside 
the novelty of his wash-

board, which is outfitted with dinner bells, 
horns and other people's garbage, creating an 
atmosphere of genuine yet silly enjoyability. 
Get in on the joke during washboard hank's 
Oktoberfest at the Times change(d) high & 
Lonesome club on Friday, Oct. 8 and Saturday, 
Oct. 9. 

Jenny Omnichord 

The Omnichord is an '80s harp-like synthesizer 
that produces 8-bit beats and oom-pa-pa organ 
sounds. Jenny Omnichord is a Guelph-based 
musician who uses the instrument when sing-
ing songs about the everyday lives of canadian 
indie musicians, and former and future lov-
ers. From gardening to riding in vans to thrift 
stores, Jenny writes songs that you can relate 
to delivered in her cute warble. Join her and 
tour mate richarD LaViOLeTTe for a couple of 
drinks down at the Lo Pub on Tuesday, Oct. 12. 

THURSDAY, OCT. 7 

POP! eTc. 2010 presents ZeUS and JaMie LiDeLL 
at the Pyramid cabaret.

GOrD DOwnie & The cOUnTry OF MiracLeS 
perform at the Garrick Theatre.

BraD PaiSLey, DariUS rUcKer and JUSTin 
MOOre play at the MTS centre. 

Shake your rump to UnKnOwn PLeaSUreS at 
the Lo Pub. 

SLOw MOTiOn waLTer is at the royal George 
hotel. 

The FaST FLyinG VirGinian JaM niGhT at the 
Standard.

DJ yOw ya spins at the academy.

The windsor hotel presents chicago bluesman 

LOU PriDe. 

There is a JaM niGhT at the Belgian club.

Thursday is Jam night with rOUTe 59 at the 
cavern.

Big Dancing with ric harD & The hOSerS every 
Thursday night at Ozzy's.

FRIDAY, OCT. 8 

ragpickers is putting on a rollerskating 
dance and costume party at wheelies with 
DJ hUnnicUTT and naMOwan providing the 
grooves. 

The winnipeg Folk Festival presents Keri 
LaTiMer live at the Folk exchange. 8 p.m. 

GranD MaSTer, arMOUreD aSSaULT, UnTiMeLy 
DeMiSe and inFiLTraTOr all take the stage at 
the royal albert arms. 

LeS Sexy plays at the cavern. 

cheerinG FOr The BaD GUy staggers into the 
Standard. 

waShBOarD hanK throws a hootenanny at the 
Times change(d) high & Lonesome club. 

cODa, The ciViL DiSOBeDienTS and LanSDOwne 
rip it up at the Osborne Village Zoo. 

The winniPeG SyMPhOny OrcheSTra performs 
Brahms: Symphony no. 2 in D major as part of 
their Matinée Series at 10:30 a.m. Then, in the 
evening they play Dvorak's cello concerto at 
the centennial concert hall. 

JD eDwarDS plays at Le Garage café.

POP! eTc. presents DVaS at the the Pyramid 
cabaret. 

MaTT The aLien is thowin' the party at the 
academy.

The windsor hotel presents chicago bluesman 
LOU PriDe. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 9 

nOViLLerO are back from an unintentional hia-
tus to perform a double set at J. Fox's. 

The heaD in The SanD ShOwcaSe at the 
cavern features rOyaL canOe, LeS JUPeS and 
The LiPTOnianS.

The craSh TeST DUMMieS and cOLLeen BrOwn 

perform at the Burton cummings Theatre.

LiQUrD, DaMaScUS, BrOKen arMy and 
MOrTaLiS play at the Zoo. 

waShBOarD hanK throws a hootenanny at the 
Times change(d) high & Lonesome club. 

GriPPin' Grain, with DJs LOnnie ce, FOOTwerK 
& DJ cO-OP, turns the royal albert into a rowdy 
beer-swilling hip hop party. 

JeFFrey SieGeL presents american Pianistic 
Treasures at the University of winnipeg's 
eckhardt-Gramatté hall. 

ShOcKTOBer at Pure features KriS ThriLLer, 
hD, GUMBy, Owen, GaBe reaLiTy, LSDaVe, JOey 
P, P_aUL, The SMOOThS and Jr. raGOO.

Blues-rocker DaViD GOGO performs at the 
Pyramid cabaret.

country star riDLey BenT plays at the Park 
Theatre.

The windsor hotel presents chicago bluesman 
LOU PriDe.

SUNDAY, OCT. 10 

JayMe STOne and DeL BarBer entertain at the 
west end cultural centre.

STePhen haiKO and aDaM cZ! are at Freud's 
Bathhouse & Diner. 6 p.m. 

it's Student night with KiD KaSSeTTe  at the 
academy. 

aLL The KinG'S Men play weekly at The King's 
head. 

Blues Jam with BiG DaVe McLean at the Times 
change(d) high and Lonesome club.  

The ScOTT nOLan BanD plays at the Standard. 

MONDAY, OCT. 11 

JeLLO BiaFra & The GUanTanaMO SchOOL OF 
MeDicine play at the Pyramid cabaret. 

The MacLean BrOTherS do their weekly gig at 
the royal George hotel. 

The Blues Jam with TiM BUTLer is at the 
academy. 

Sift through record crates filled with K-Tel gold 
at the Vinyl Drip at the cavern. 

Join the open mic at Le Garage café hosted by 
MeLiSSa PLeTT. 

The MaGician plays at the King's head. 

TUESDAY, OCT. 12 

carPenTer plays at the royal albert arms. 

Jenny OMnichOrD and richarD LaViOLeTTe 
play the Lo Pub . 

Soul-nite is at the cavern with The SOLUTiOnS. 

Gary Gach anD The BanneD play at the royal 
George. 

Mardi Jazz goes down at Le Foyer in the 
Franco-Manitoban cultural centre. 

Blues Jam with the DeBra Lyn BanD at Le 
Garage café. 

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 13  

DaVe BiDini and FLyinG FOx & The hUnTer-
GaThererS perform at the west end cultural 
centre.

Dan FrecheTTe and JereMy rUSU play at the 
Times change(d) high and Lonesome club. 

anDrew neViLLe anD The POOr chOiceS play 
at the Standard. 

SaSSy JacK plays at the royal George. 

chriS carMichaeL plays at the yellow Dog 
Tavern. 

The windsor hotel is holding a Jimi hendrix 
tribute night. 

Jazz is on the menu at the hang at the Orbit 
room. 

Sean BrOwn plays at Shannon's irish Pub. 

The MaGician plays at the King's head. 

THURSDAY, OCT. 14 

LiBrary VOiceS, PaPer LiOnS and BenD 
SiniSTer perform at the royal albert arms. 

Shake your rump to UnKnOwn PLeaSUreS at 
the Lo Pub.

rOcK The VOTe with MaGnUM K.i., enJOy 
yOUr PUMaS, LeBeaTO, nOMa SiBanDa & The 
GUeriLLaS OF SOUL, DJs cO-OP & hUnnicUTT 
and a Very LarGe hOUSecaT at the Pyramid 
cabaret. 8 p.m.

STanD aLOne cOMPLex holds a triple album 
release show at aqua Books. 7:30 p.m.

JUSTin rUTLeDGe and Jenn GranT play at the 
west end cultural centre. 

SLOw MOTiOn waLTer is at the royal George 
hotel. 

The FaST FLyinG VirGinian JaM niGhT at the 
Standard.

carOLyn Dawn JOhnSOn at club regent 
casino.

Blues Jam with MiDniGhT Train at the windsor 
hotel. 

There is a JaM niGhT at the Belgian club.

Thursday is Jam night with rOUTe 59 at the 
cavern.

Big Dancing with ric harD & The hOSerS every 
Thursday night at Ozzy's.

WIN TICKeTS
The Uniter has a pair of tickets to give 
away for the reading and performance by

DAve bIDINI
at the West end cultural centre on 
Wednesday, Oct. 13.

To enter to win, e-mail contests@uniter.ca 
by noon on Tuesday, Oct. 12. include your 
full name and phone number.

The Uniter also has a pair of tickets for

bISON b.c.
at the royal Albert on  
Saturday, Oct. 16.

To enter to win, e-mail contests@uniter.ca 
by noon on Thursday, Oct. 14. include your 
full name and phone number.

check out next week’s issue of The Uniter 
for an interview with Bison b.c. singer-
guitarist James Farwell.
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winnipeg DJs keep the 
speakers thumping in the 
new dance explosion

CATherINe vAN reeNeN
STAff wrITer

Remixes, samples, techno and electronic dance 
music are becoming increasingly mainstream 
on the radio, in clubs and on iPods. 

The reason for the genre’s rising popularity 
is most likely because everybody likes to get 
on the dance floor and shake their ass once in 
a while, but it might also be a reflection of our 
modern society’s ever-increasing capacity to 
process more information at a faster speed. 

The increased popularity of dance music cre-
ates a higher demand for DJs here in Winnipeg, 
and digital recreationists have stepped up to fill 
the demand.

“During the ’70s, dance music had a big ex-
plosion and now people want to start dancing 
again,” said Mark Penner, who DJs under the 
name Cyclist, attributing the increased popu-
larity of dance music to a cultural trend cycle. 

“Technology is also a huge part of it, since 
anyone with a laptop can make dance music.”

Being a DJ makes it possible to jam with 
yourself – you can record drum beats and pro-
duce the music all by yourself – and write a 
good song without worrying about the lyrics, 
Penner said.

“The culture of the DJ has moved to the 

mainstream – it is not an underground culture 
anymore,” said Sarah Michaelson, who is also 
known as DJ Mama Cutsworth. 

“People are listening to music differently 
now. People, especially younger generations, 
are engaged with the Internet and are faced 
with a whole lot of information that they have 
to process more quickly. 

“You don’t even have to watch the whole 
three minutes of a YouTube video to get it. 
An older crowd might want to hear the whole 
song, while a younger audience expects the 
mash-ups and remixes. They have a shorter at-
tention span.”  

Penner describes crowds’ cravings for re-
mixes and mash-ups as being “a combination 
of people reliving the past and thinking that 
they’re on the edge of new music happening.” 

It’s why Mama Cutsworth never plans her 
shows, as she prefers to see where the night and 
the crowd take her. 

She describes the way she plays her sets as 
being dependent on a kind of  “social psychol-
ogy” of the crowd to determine what she will 
play for that particular show.

“It’s not all about short attention spans. 
Being a DJ is about crafting a set over the 
course of the night that has a build up and an 
ebb and flow,” she said. 

Even though putting sets together for an 
event is often her biggest challenge in being a 
DJ, it is also the most rewarding, she added.  

Still, there is a definite dichotomy in the 
profession: what Mama Cutsworth refers to as 
“glorified iPod shuffles” and truly artistic DJs. 

“Some people create a unique set and ma-
nipulate tracks in a musically artistic way, 
rather than just pressing play,” she said. “Use-
your-iPod nights degrade the professional DJ.

“It’s sort of like alchemy to me. There are 
so many existing pieces of music, this web of 
everything that has already been crafted and 
(DJs) juxtapose different elements and create 
something new,” she said. 

“It’s a thoughtful process.”

More than just putting your iPod on shuffle: True DJ-ing is like 'alchemy,' mixing different elements to create 
something new, says DJ Mama cutsworth.

KELsEy CLIFFORD

rUTH MooDY 
The Garden
red house records
Seductive folk. These words might never have been put 
beside each other to describe a song if ruth Moody 
didn’t write cold Outside, just one of many outstanding 
tracks on her new solo album. This wailin’ Jenny moves 
effortlessly between the softly plucked banjo, singing 
just above a whisper, and the full-on nashville-style 
electric chorus. her voice is an exercise in understate-
ment; occasionally she allows it to soar, but never does she lose control. The subdued 
nature of her dreamy melodies forces the listener to listen closely, at which point they 
will be treated to an array of subtleties. On the song with or without you Moody finds an 
amazing melancholy tone that combines the intensity of Thom yorke and the soft smoki-
ness of norah Jones. The Garden isn’t flashy or innovative, but its richness demands that 
it be taken seriously.

— aaron Snider 

sALinAs
Salinas
Independent
Made up of Matt austman and Darcy Penner, formerly of 
The Furr, Salinas has not only put out a solid first release 
but the record also features a who’s who of the winnipeg 
music scene. The disc was produced by Matt Peters of 
The waking eyes (who also plays piano, keyboard and 
synths on some songs) and features rusty Matyas, also of 
the eyes, on trumpet, percussion and guitar. The 10 tracks 
are propelled by a steady guitar and anthemic choruses thanks to the Salinas choir 
(featuring Bucky Dreidger and Matt Schellenberg from The Liptonians/royal canoe and 
Mike Petkau of Les Jupes, among others). From the opening static and voices of Unite or 
conquer to the final fading chord of the dreamy duet Down Together, it’s something you 
can easily sing along to. The more you listen to it, the catchier it gets. 

— robin Dudgeon 

 
ProJECT 
alchemist 
3.14 music  
ProJect’s latest album, the brainchild of electronic artist 
Matt rosen and drummer Mike St-Jean, is the type of 
music one would expect to hear while on hold. while 
the album only contains five tracks, each one comes off 
as otherworldly and sleep inducing. For instance, their 
fourth track By Southwest has a very chilled-out and 
cloudlike feel to it, whereas their fifth track, altitude in 
Motion, provokes underwater imagery. This album could be the poster child for ambient 
study music. Or it could simply be the background music for sleep medication com-
mercials. each track flows together seamlessly and softly so that the album has a very 
consistent generic feel to it. however, it does have a lot of character and is enjoyable as 
well as relaxing. well worth a listen when not operating heavy machinery.

— Sam Gallagher-Bishop

THE WiLDErnEss of MAniToBA
when you Left the Fire
Delaware house records
while this band is from Toronto, their music is better 
described in terms of their wilderness of Manitoba 
namesake than of the noise-infected streets of their 
metropolitan environs. with delicate instrumentation 
that conjures images of vast expanses of untouched 
forest peppered with lakes and gently flowing streams, 
rich melodic layers reminiscent of endless wheat fields 
beneath endless skies, and with harmonies like a gentle prairie wind, when you Left the 
Fire is the perfect soundtrack to a rainy prairie day. it's beautifully spacey dream-folk 
that's perfectly lonesome in lyric and sound. it's the long winter that just won't leave, 
and then you realize that you want it to stay. Standout track Orono Park gets the album 
off to a rockin' start and after its ethereal introduction, the haunting hermit will linger 
long after it's over.

— Brandon Bertram

JoHn noLAn
Songs i Didn’t write
Independent
John nolan’s online cD Songs i Didn’t write is a brilliant 
album covering songs by great artists. nolan stays true 
to the melody, lyrics and everything that is great about 
the original tracks. helpless is simple but elegant, with 
straightforward strumming patterns and a soft, easy 
beat. road to nowhere forces you to tap your feet to its 
upbeat tune. waltz #2 wells up with passion as the lyrics 
pass from nolan’s lips to our ears, and One More cup of 
coffee finishes the album with an intoxicating blend of 
violin and acoustic guitar. The devotion nolan feels for his predecessors and peers – neil 
young, The Talking heads, elliot Smith and Bob Dylan – is unmistakable when you listen to 
this album. Songs i Didn’t write is a remarkable tribute to these artists. 
Download the eP for free at www.tinyurl.com/Uniter-Jnolan.

— Sara Shyiak 

cD reViewS Flipping the turntables

Stream the song Unite or conquer 
at www.uniter.ca

“An older crowd might want 
to hear the whole song, while 
a younger audience expects 
the mash-ups and remixes. 
They have a shorter attention 
span.”  
 – Sarah MichaeLSOn, a.K.a. MaMa cUTSwOrTh

Your article, photo or 

illustration could be 

here.


The Uniter is always looking for more 

people to contribute to the paper. 

Students and community members are 

welcome to get involved.

e-mail aaron at editor@uniter.ca for more 

information.
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FILM

in 1989, a group of unknown Utah ac-
tors starred in what would be crowned the 
worst movie of all time: TrOLL 2. after two 
decades of running from this cinematic 
disaster, the cast can no longer hide from 
the legion of followers that celebrate them 
for their ineptitude. BeST wOrST MOVie, 
directed by TrOLL 2’s once-disgraced child 
star, plays at Silvercity Polo Park at 9 p.m. 
on Thursday, Oct. 7. a screening of TrOLL 2 
will follow the documentary.

The reeL PriDe FiLM FeSTiVaL begins on 
Thursday, Oct. 7 and runs until Saturday, 
Oct. 16 at cinematheque. Visit www.reel-
pride.org for screening times and other 
information.

KinGS OF PaSTry, a documentary on the 
annual pastry competition, screens at 
cinematheque, Thursday, Oct. 7 at 7:30 p.m.

come celebrate national Organic week 
with a screening of the new, thought-pro-
voking documentary FreSh on wednesday, 
Oct. 13 at the Park Theatre. 7 p.m.

BreaTh/LiGhT/BirTh a series of shorts on 
spirituality in experimental cinema curated 
by heidi Phillips is at cinematheque at 7:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 14.

SaLT waTer BODieS anD TUrninG TiDeS: 
Moving Pictures by women on the east 
coast screens at cinematheque at 7:30 
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 15.

academy award winner for Best Foreign 
Film The SecreT in Their eyeS screens at 
cinematheque Friday, Oct. 15, Saturday, Oct. 
16 at 9:30 p.m. it also plays on Sunday, Oct. 
17 and wednesday, Oct. 20 at 7:30 p.m.

The films of amanda Dawn christie in the 
series DiViDinG rOaDMaPS By TiMeZOneS 
are at cinematheque on Saturday, Oct. 16 
at 7 p.m.

LITERATuRE

charLene DiehL 
launches her book 
OUT OF GrieF, 
SinGinG at Mcnally 
robinson on 
Thursday, Oct. 7 at 
8 p.m.

This week on Kelly hughes Live! at aqua 
Books there will be a discussion on The 
State of the Unicity with Milena Placentile, 
Graham hnatiuk and Peter Sampson. KhL! 
is a weekly live talk show on Fridays at 
7 p.m.

BOB MerSereaU releases his book on the 
best music canada has to offer, The TOP 
100 canaDian SinGLeS, on Friday, Oct. 8 at 
Mcnally robinson. 7 p.m.

aqua Books brings back the human tradi-
tion of storytelling with the STOne SOUP 
STOryTeLLerS SerieS, Friday, Oct. 8 at 
7:30 p.m..

The winnipeg Talking radio Orchestra will 
perform scripts from The ShaDOw and the 
Green hOrneT. 2 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 9.

Prairie Fire Press in conjunction with 
Mcnally robinson Booksellers is hosting 
its annual POeTry, FicTiOn anD creaTiVe 
nOn-FicTiOn cOnTeSTS with a deadline of 
november 30, 2010.

GALLERIEs & MusEuMs

chrOnOGraM OF inexiSTenT TiMe, a film 
and video installation by MaLena SZLaM 
SaLaZar, opens at the Black Lodge (third 
floor artspace upstairs at cinematheque) 
on Saturday, Oct. 2. The installation will be 
on display until Friday, Oct. 15.

The wayne arthur Gallery presents 
herSTOry: Paintings and Stories by naomi 
Gerrard and Lori Zébière with an artists' 
reception on Thursday, Oct. 7. The exhibit 
will be on display until Tuesday, nov. 2.

Gallery 1c03 in the University of winnipeg 
hosts PiLGriMS by DOMiniQUe rey until 
Saturday, Oct. 9.

LiFe STrUcTUreS & OTher PerSOnaLiTieS 
by JOrDan MiLLer consists of 364 art-
works. The works will be on display at the 
cre8ery until Tuesday, Oct. 12.

ingrid McMillan is holding an exhibition 
of her works entitled SLOw MOVeMenT: 
a cULTUraL reVerSaL is opening at the 
cre8ery on Friday, Oct. 15 and runs until 
Tuesday, Oct. 26.

intimate friendship 
between bandmates carries 
the real poignancy in This 
Movie is Broken

ALex KroSNey
voLUNTeer

This Movie is Broken  
Directed by Bruce McDonald, 2009  
85 minutes
plays at Cinematheque oct. 6 to oct. 10 at 9:30 p.m.

From the opening scenes of This Movie Is Broken, 
it’s clear who the real stars are.

The stage has been set – literally – with a 
crowd roaring for “one more song” from the tit-
ular band Broken Social Scene.

Within the next five minutes we’ve been 
introduced to all of the musicians and been 
treated to a dynamic performance of “Almost 
Crimes” (complete with air guitar), while the 
actual “characters” of the film have yet to make 
an appearance.

Director Bruce McDonald tries a new spin 
on the concert film here, taking masses of 
live footage filmed at Toronto’s Harbourfront 
Centre on July 11, 2009, and twining a last-
chance-romance storyline into the expansive 
living soundtrack.

Bruno (Greg Calderone) wakes up that hot 
day in July next to Caroline Rush (Georgina 
Reilly), the girl he’s had a thing for since child-
hood. Problem is, she’s off to Paris the next 
morning and all he’s got is one night and one 
concert to convince her to stay.

Cue broken-hearted ballad from the set list 
(“Anthems for a Seventeen-Year-Old Girl” fills 
in nicely), interspersed with a montage of the 
lovers in their city.

The cameras do assemble a loving tableau of 
Toronto; from shots of children on bicycles and 
crowded patios to parks piled high with gar-

bage bags (it’s the summer of the city strike), 
McDonald builds us a city that feels immersive 
without being overly romantic.

The most poignant relationship in the movie, 
however, isn’t the scripted one between Bruno 
and Caroline; it’s the authentic one within the 
musical force that is Broken Social Scene in its 
exuberant entirety.

The story of the band is a real rock show ro-
mance. Comprising seven core members, this 

expansive Canadian collective also draws on an 
extensive rotating cast of musical friends and 
lovers including Emily Haines of Metric, Stars’ 
Amy Millan, Jason Collett and Leslie Feist, 
among others.

Haines’ nostalgic declaration of “I missed 
my friends” during a post-song lull captures the 
feeling of the tremendous Harbourfront foot-
age – these are some talented friends who get 
together to play music with each other, and we 
get to watch.

While we’re willing Bruno to say the right 
thing and win Caroline over, there are moments 
when the movie feels like it’s getting in the way 
of the music.

As front man Kevin Drew says, “it pays to 
have good friends,” and the film would have 
been more successful focusing on those real re-
lationships than trying to get us interested in 
another.

Music outshines romance storyline in this hybrid concert film

Bruno (left) has one night and one Broken Social Scene concert to convince the love of his life, caroline, to not move 
away to Paris.

COuRTEsy ALLIAnCE FILMs

Doc follows French 
pastry chefs as they turn 
sugar into art, leaving 
viewers with a craving for 
something sweet
CATherINe vAN reeNeN
STAff wrITer

kings of Pastry  
Directed by chris hegedus and  
D.a. Pennebaker, 2009  
87 minutes
plays at Cinematheque oct. 6 to oct. 10 at 7:30 p.m. and oct. 13  
at 7:30 p.m.

I used to think that I loved cake. Now, after see-
ing Kings of Pastry, I know that all cake and I 
had was merely a lusty fling – we barely even 
knew each other.

This documentary follows the lives of some of 
France’s most skillful pastry chefs as they com-
pete to be named one of the Best Craftsmen in 
France (Meilleurs Ouvriers de France). 

These pastry chefs are truly in love with cake. 
The competition takes place every four years 
and lasts for three delicious days. The chefs are 

more like artists, creating cream puffs so pretty 
I would feel guilty for eating one, and intricate 
chocolate sculptures that look more like a piece 
of art you would find in a museum than an ed-
ible piece of fudge.  

The first part of the movie shows the pastry 
chefs practicing, or perhaps more accurately, 
training, for the big event. 

They have to get their timing, tasting and dec-
orating perfected before they are ready for the 
final competition. I almost screamed in agony 
every time a perfectly good cake was heartlessly 
thrown in the trash just because the raspberry 

puree was too gelatinous. 
The pastry chefs seem more like scientists try-

ing to perfect an experiment than chefs trying to 
bake a cake. The most difficult part of the com-
petition is the sugar sculpture. Some of these 
beautiful sculptures reach heights of six-feet 
tall and the incredibly delicate sugar is prone to 
breaking at the slightest touch, so watching the 
chefs create these sculptures is nerve-wracking.  

Comic relief from all the suspense is provided 
by many characters but most prominently by 
chef Jacquy Pfeiffe’s assistant, Kurt, who the 
camera catches giving eye rolls and blank stares 
at his boss’ clumsy moments more than a cou-
ple of times. 

The directors also chose to include some 
scenes with the chef ’s family members to show 
how the highly demanding MOF competition 
affects their home life, which gives the film a 
nice balance. If you’ve ever seen shows like Cake 
Boss or Ace of Cakes, you’ll have an idea of the 
kinds of amazing things that you can do with 
sugar, but this documentary takes these cre-
ations to a whole new level. 

Kings of Pastry gives audiences an insider’s 
perspective on the humour, struggle and artistry 
of the highest prestige possible in the  pastry 
chef profession and leaves them with a serious 
craving for anything cream-filled.

Competing for sugar supremacy

chef Jacquy Pfeiffer works on his chocolate sculpture  in 
this scene from Kings of Pastry.

CHRIs HEGEDus

Kings of Pastry gives 
audiences an insider’s 
perspective on the humour, 
struggle and artistry of the 
highest prestige possible in 
the pastry chef profession  
and leaves them with a 
serious craving for anything 
cream-filled

The most poignant 
relationship in the movie ...  
is the authentic one within  
the musical force that is 
Broken Social Scene in its 
exuberant entirety



www.UniTer.ca The UniTer       

arts & Culture
OctOber 7, 2010

15

Owls, vampires and the 
esplanade riel: Push Pedal 
Stride puts bikes in unique 
new guises

ezrA BrIDgmAN
voLUNTeer

Inspired by active transportation, the newest ex-
hibit on display at the Graffiti Gallery explores 
the thrill of self-transport, from mud-covered 
inconvenience to high-speed exuberance.

The idea for Push Pedal Stride started with a 
small bicycle art show at the Bike Shorts Film 
Festival last year, explained Pat Lazo, the gallery’s 
artistic director.

“I proposed that we make it a bigger event,” 
Lazo said. “There was enough interest in active 
transportation to do a show.”

Bicycles are featured prominently throughout 
the exhibit and appear under many guises. One 
moment, the watching eyes of an owl; the next, 

a vampire’s choice mode of transportation; or, a 
quiet partner on a sunny pathway leading to the 
Esplanade Riel.

“(The show is) anything that has to do with 
not using a car,” said Bob Veruela, the gallery’s 
office manager. 

Cars are definitely nowhere to be found, re-
placed instead by gears, shoes and wheels of dif-
ferent shapes and sizes.

With so many contributors, finding a piece 
that connects you to active transportation is 
easy. 

“There’s a broad range of artists – a little bit of 
everything to please everybody,” Lazo said. 

Lazo’s own contribution to the show cap-
tures the grime and discomfort that sometimes 
accompanies biking: a sour-faced biker mid-
way through a puddle, surrounded by dark, all-
reaching splashes.

Another piece, Walk to School by Jill Ramsey, 
features a plaid jacket with a felt piece sewn onto 
it that reads, “I walked 50 C rain each way uphill 
no shoes.” Clearly, self-transport does not come 
without some degree of chagrin. 

The show has proven to be popular, with the 
opening night drawing more than 200 people. 

“Active transportation in the city is going in a 
good direction,” Lazo said. 

Push Pedal Stride is on display at the Graffiti 
Gallery at 109 Higgins Ave. until Thursday,  
Nov. 4.

Active transportation the focus of new art exhibit GALLERIEs & MusEuMs

The Semai Gallery will host a collection 
of Gary ShaPira'S paintings entitled 
FanTaSy LanDScaPeS until Saturday, Oct. 
30. There will be an opening reception on 
Friday, Oct. 15.

The winnipeg Folk Festival presents 
the photo exhibition GraFFiTi GaLLery 
PhOTOGraPhy: The winniPeG FOLK 
FeSTiVaL 2010, which features the works of 
five young photographers from the Graffiti 
Gallery's program. The photographs are 
from the 2010 winnipeg Folk Festival and 
are on display at the Folk exchange until 
Oct. 21.    

an art exhibit featuring illustrators Beth 
Frey (Toronto) and SBK & Triumphene 
(Montreal) will be on display at Freud's 
Bathhouse and Diner until Monday, nov. 1.

The Graffiti Gallery and Bike To The Future 
present PUSh, PeDaL, STriDe: an art Show 
inspired By active Transportation. The 
artwork will be on display at the Graffiti 
Gallery until Thursday, nov. 4.

The winnipeg art Gallery is holding an ex-
hibition of canadian painter wanDa KOOP 
until Sunday, nov. 21.

The controversial BODieS...The exhiBiTiOn 
is the first display at the MTS centre 
exhibition hall. See story at www.uniter.ca/
view/4658.

FirST FriDayS in the exchange has the 
galleries, cafés and small businesses open 
their doors to visitors the first Friday of 
every month from 5 p.m. until 9 p.m.

THEATRE, DAnCE & COMEDy

The MTc kicks off its theatre season with 
a production of One FLew OVer The 
cUcKOO'S neST. Based on the novel by 
Ken Kesey that follows life inside a mental 
institution, this production is starring 
Shaun Smyth as McMurphy. Opening night 
is Thursday, Oct. 7 and there will be perfor-
mances until Saturday, nov. 6.

The first show of Merlyn Productions' 
season will be two one-act plays by Susan 
Glaspell. wOMan'S hOnOr and SUPPreSSeD 
DeSireD will be performed back to back 
at the ellice Theatre on Thursday, Oct. 7 at 
7:30 p.m. and Saturday, Oct. 9 at 2 p.m.

aDhere anD Deny is presenting 
Dostoevsky's The GranD inQUiSiTOr in its 
pocket theatre at 315-70 albert St. from 
Oct. 7 to Oct. 9 and Oct. 13 to Oct. 16 at 8 
p.m. nightly.  

TOM JOneS anD The TeMPLe OF DOOM 
merges two studs into one performance 
at celebrations Dinner Theatre. runs until 
Oct. 9.

evan Smith's religious comedy The 
SaVannah DiSPUTaTiOn is being per-
formed at the Prarie Theatre exchange 
from Thursday, Oct. 14 until Sunday, Oct. 31.

The Manitoba Theatre for young People 
bring together dance, nature and tech-
nology to tell the story of a caterpillar's 
metamorphosis into a butterfly. running 
from Thursday, Oct. 14 until Sunday, Oct. 24, 
BUTTerFLieS is theatre like you've never 
experienced before.

The open mic comedy night at the 
Standard is hosted by JOn DOre every 
Thursday at 8 p.m.

comedy night with ScOOTS McTaViSh 
every Thursday at Shannon's irish Pub.

Sunday night open mic comedy at the 
cavern, featuring JOhn B. DUFF.

every Tuesday night head down to the 
King's head Pub for a free comedy 
performance.

Check out the latest 
from The uniter's blog:

"Spence Street Festival fail?"  

by Karlene Ooto-Stubbs

"can I just talk to a human being, please?" 

by Matt Preprost

"the Giller Prize asks, 'Dono-who?'" 

by Britt embry

"Food service conflict at the downtown 

Hydro building" 

by andrew McMonagle

"Sense among the senseless" 

by andrew Tod

The uniter's blog. updated daily. 

It captures the grime and 
discomfort that sometimes 
accompanies biking: a sour-
faced biker midway through a 
puddle, surrounded by dark, 
all-reaching splashes

Concert? art show? 
Community event? 

Volunteer opportunity?

Want to see your 

event in The uniter?

e-mail your listing to listings@
uniter.ca. The deadline for all 

listings is Tuesday.  
The Uniter is published every 

Thursday, so send your listings 9 
days prior to the issue you want 

your listing to appear in.  
it’s free. it’s easy.

above: "Biking is a hoot," oil on canvas by Sarah neville. Below: "Three Bicycles," oil on canvas by robert Burton.
COuRTEsy GRAFFITI GALLERy

Do you have what it takes to be the 
next Steve Jobs or Oprah Winfrey? 

Are you...

 Innovative
   Determined
 Ambitious

The Next 36 is looking for 36 
undergraduates like you to become 

Canada’s next generation of 
entrepreneurial leaders 

and nation builders.

www.thenext36.ca

Application Deadline: 
October 17th, 2010
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roBIN DUDgeoN
CULTUre reporTer

The 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa 
transmitted images of “The Beautiful Game” 
across the globe and seemed to give it a new 
meaning, as it was held on a continent where, 
for some, it’s all or nothing.

If you thought that was amazing, you 
clearly haven’t heard of the homeless world 
cup of soccer.  

Dave Bidini’s ninth book, Home and Away: 
In Search of Dreams at the Homeless World 
Cup of Soccer, documents his travels with the 
Canadian team to the league’s 2008 Homeless 
World Cup match in Melbourne, Australia. 

Fifty-six teams participated, including 
eight all-female teams. 

Bidini, a former guitarist in the Rheostatics 
and a prolific author, says he first heard about 
the league from his editor in New York 
City. Shortly after, he got involved with the 
Canadian team when he learned that they 
played not far from his house. 

“Once I started to get to know the people I 
was charmed by them,” Bidini said by phone 
from Toronto. “Once I understood what the 
program was about, I knew there would be a 
story there.”

The book includes stories from a number 
of Canadian athletes, including the team’s re-
placement goaltender, a Scot named David, 

a.k.a. Dove. Bidini described Dove as having 
“barbed-wire eyes” and a “rough, time-scrib-
bled face that narrated a journey of endless 
hardship.”

Born poor, Dove joined the British army, 
only to be shipped to Belfast where he pa-
trolled Falls Road at the heart of the Irish 
conflict. 

There, Dove fought a young Royal Air 
Force pilot whom he killed. But Dove didn’t 

serve jail time, he was discharged from the 
army and returned to Glasgow where he got 
into the heroin trade, and tried to kill himself 
four times. 

In recovery, Dove traveled the world telling 
his story at Alcoholics Anonymous conven-
tions and the then joined the Scottish home-
less soccer team. 

“It was like walking into a living novel, re-
ally, in a lot of ways,” Bidini said of the tour-
nament. “Over 600 athletes from around the 
world with different experiences yet, in the 
same way, kind of universal.

“It was so nice, I’d just come back to the 

hotel and feel really just fatigued in a lot of 
ways, in good ways, from all these tales, all 
these epic stories of people’s lives that I’d 
heard.”

Overall, Bidini says reaction to Home and 
Away has been very positive. 

“I’m really, really happy for the players more 
than anything else,” he said. “Everybody’s 
lives seem to be coming together, so it’s pretty 
incredible to see it first hand. 

“I never would have believed it if I hadn’t 
seen it with my own eyes.”

 – Bidini will appear at the west end cultural centre 
on Oct. 13 for a musical performance and reading 
from his latest book
 – Tickets are $10 in advance at Ticketmaster, the 
wecc, Music Trader and the Folk Festival Music Store, 
or $13 at the door
 – a soccer game, featuring Bidini, members of 
winnipeg's music community and neighbourhood 
children, will take place at central Park at 4:30 p.m. 
that day
 – Visit www.davebidini.ca

Dave bidini illuminates the unseen side of ‘The beautiful Game’
Latest book focuses on the ‘homeless world cup’

“It was so nice, I’d just come back to the hotel and feel 
really just fatigued in a lot of ways, in good ways, from all 
these tales, all these epic stories of people’s lives that I’d 
heard.”  
 – DaVe BiDini, aUThOr anD MUSician

B.c. author Michelle elrick 
clears her mind in the vast 
expanse of the Prairies
eLLIe eINArSoN
voLUNTeer

Michelle Elrick’s poetry is both quietly pro-
vocative and philosophically tantalizing. The 
same rhythm that pulses through her poems 
seems to guide and pervade her life. 

For Elrick, the rhythm of writing is intrin-
sically part of her being. 

“As a writer, the way I understand the 
world is through words,” she said while sip-
ping from a steaming mug of green tea at 
Soma Café.

The 26-year-old’s first poetry collection, To 
Speak, was published this past spring after she 
won a first manuscript contest sponsored by 
CV2 and The Muses’ Company. 

The tremendously eloquent and power-
ful collection marks her journey from a child 
into an adult, spanning themes of self-knowl-
edge, memory, sexual identity and landscape. 

The collection culminates in To Speak, 
a raw, sensual poem that Elrick described 
as probing the ability to greet the other as 
a whole soul, specifically asking: what is it 
to speak the words “I,” “love” and “you” to 
somebody? 

Many of Elrick’s poems draw on her home-
town of Abbotsford, B.C., while others speak 
to Winnipeg, her adopted home. She moved 
here four years ago, hoping to find a place to 
establish herself as a writer. 

The Prairies, a landscape that Elrick sees as 
a metaphor for open-mindedness, led her on 

her journey of self-discovery. 
“I needed Winnipeg, I needed the distance 

from home,” she said. “The difference of this 
place has really helped me to understand not 
only where I come from but also how I inter-
act with my surroundings.”

Elrick splits her time between life as a mu-
sician and life as a writer, although the rhythm 
of music influences her writing. 

“As I’m writing, I often speak the words 
out loud while writing them; the rhythm 
and the sound of the words dictate what will 
come next. There is a musical quality to my 
approach to poetry,” she said. 

Writing with a typewriter also aids her in 
the creative process, filling pages to pull out 
ideas, thoughts, or images that are stuck in 
her head.

“The typewriter is its own thing, it’s almost 
like another character that you interact with. 
It’s loud – it talks back to you. You really have 
to engage your body with the typewriter in a 
way that’s different than writing by hand.” 

The rhythm of walking also pulls her 
thoughts together.

“There’s something about the monotony of 
the rhythm of the feet that frees up some cre-
ative headspace.”  

Elrick is currently writing a novel, Dust 
House, which is an exploration of home 
and identity. She hopes the novel will tie up 
themes from To Speak and allow her to move 
on to a new creative period of life. 

“Every project, every season of life seems to 
have its own rhythm,” she said. 

Finding the rhythm of life

hammering it out: B.c. born author Michelle elrick came to the Prairies to establish herself as a writer.
AnnA FREnETTE

SoNyA howArD
BeAT reporTer

Mr. shakespeare’s Bastard
richard B. wright
342 pages
harper Collins Canada, 2010

Shakespeare’s illegitimate daughter, house-
keeper Aerlene Ward, asks in her old age, 
“Am I then to write, ‘That day they went 
to the playhouse,’ and leave it so? Is the 
reader not entitled to a little more, even it 
if is not exactly what happened?”

Giller Prize-winning author Richard 
B. Wright seems to be winking at us with 
those questions, inviting us to enjoy the 
story without getting too caught up in 
what is historical fact or fiction.

The sights, sounds and smells of London 
and the playhouses during Elizabethan, 
and later Cromwell’s, England make a liv-
ing backdrop for the love story between 
Shakespeare and Elizabeth (Lizzie) Ward, 
a passionate young widow from the coun-
try, and the story of the conception of 
their daughter, Aerlene.

Lizzie encounters Mary Pinder, a wise 
woman of the London streets who takes 
her under her wing and later introduces 
Lizzie to Shakespeare.

Just as men performed women’s stage 
roles during Shakespeare’s time, Mary 
dresses as a man to escort Lizzie to the 
playhouse. The reader can almost hear the 
bawdy jokes and smell the ale in Wright’s 
description of the raucous and vulgar 
audience.

Through Lizzie’s eyes, we see 
Shakespeare as a young player for the 
Queen before he has made a name for 
himself. We see him struggling with his 
envy of playwright Christopher Marlowe, 
the ego and disdain of dramatist Robert 
Greene and the competitive world of the 
stage.

Wright playfully constructs scenarios 
and conversations that reveal Shakespeare’s 
brooding on death, chance and fortune, 
themes that would later make their way 
into his plays.

After Lizzie’s death, Aerlene looks for 
traces of her father in his plays and the 
streets of London. She encounters drama-
tist William Davenant, Shakespeare’s his-
torically alleged bastard, in another wink 
by Wright to the reader.

Aerlene searches her father’s plays for 
clues to who he is, what he believes and 
possible messages about her own con-
ception. Wright inserts well-chosen pas-
sages from Shakespeare’s plays with a 
light touch and connects them directly to 
Aerlene’s situation.

This allows everyone, not just schol-
ars of Shakespeare, to enjoy Lizzie and 
Aerlene’s stories of love and discovery.

The story is a bit slow to start, but 
Lizzie’s escapades in her country village 
and London help to move it along. By 
the second part of the book, Aerlene’s ad-
ventures tracking down her father keep 
the pace tight, making for a fun imagin-
ing of what life might have been like for 
Shakespeare’s bastard.

Playing for a second chance: in his new book home and away, author Dave Bidini documented homeless soccer 
players from around the world, struggling to fight for a second chance in life through soccer.

COuRTEsy D&M PubLIsHERs

BooK reVieW
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THE UniVErsiTY of WinniPEg AWArDs:
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards

WORK sTuDy PROGRAM 

Project descriptions and applications for the 2010-11 work 
Study Program are available in Student Services (first floor, 
Graham hall) or at Student central (first floor, centen-
nial hall). you can also obtain project descriptions and 
application forms from the awards & Financial aid website: 
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards-work-study-
program 

To be eligible for the work Study Program, you must: 

1. Be registered in a degree program at the University of 
winnipeg in the 2010-11 academic year on a full-time basis 
as defined by the Manitoba Student assistance Program (18 
credit hour minimum) 

2. have successfully completed 30 credit hours (GPa of 2.0 or 
higher) 

3. Be on regular Status at The University of winnipeg 

4. receive a government student loan of at least $1000 for 
2010/11 as a result of the financial need assessment done 
by the Manitoba Student Financial assistance Program or 
another province's student aid office Or obtain a student 
line-of-credit or student bank loan for 2010/11 of at least 
$1000. 

Deadline: Oct. 20, 2010  (Late applications may be accepted.) 

Note: you can apply for a maximum of four positions, and 
cannot be hired for more than one. 

AWArDs offErED BY ExTErnAL AgEnCiEs 
AnD orgAniZATions: 

FOunDATIOn FOR THE ADVAnCEMEnT OF AbORIGInAL 
yOuTH (FAAy) AWARDs  

canadian residents of First nation (Status or non-Status), 
Métis or inuit heritage who are attending either high school 
or a post-secondary institution full-time and within canada 
are eligible to apply for financial support. Mature students 
and adult education programs are included. The Faay 
Selection committee looks for: demonstrated financial need; 
academic and career commitment; contributions to family 
and community; and leadership and role model qualities. 
application forms are available from the awards & Financial 
aid office (room 0GM05, Mezzanine of Graham hall) or on 
their website: http://www.ccab.com/faay_application.html. 

Deadline: Oct. 15, 2010   

RHODEs sCHOLARsHIP 

For more than a century, the rhodes Trust has funded 
scholarships for exceptional canadian students for two and 
possibly three years of study at the University of Oxford. 
a rhodes Scholarship includes tuition, college fees, and a 
stipend covering living expenses. The rhodes Scholarships 
have come to be recognized as one of the highest honours 
available to any student, but they represent much more than 
an academic award. The rhodes Scholarship requires that 
the candidate be a well-rounded individual, having shown 
not only academic excellence, but also active engagement 
in their community and evidence of a strong commitment 
to leadership in improving the state of the world. The 
scholarship also requires evidence of physical vitality, 
whether in sports, theatre, music or other pursuits. it is 
this multifaceted approach, combined with the opportunity 
to meet similarly exceptional students at Oxford, which 
has defined the scholarship as the beginning of a life long 
commitment to community service, and a demonstration of 
willingness to make use of academic credentials to improve 
the state of our society. 

For information on how to apply, visit their website: www.
canadianrhodes.org. 

Deadline for submission of applications and required 
documents to the Provincial rhodes committee: Oct. 15, 
2010 

THE PRInCEss ROyAL PAn AM sCHOLARsHIP 

The Princess royal Pan am Scholarship endowment Fund 
provides financial support for Manitoba's high performance 
athletes in their pursuit of excellence at the national and 
international levels of competition while serving as a tribute 
to commemorate the Manitoba visit of her royal highness 
the Princess royal in 1999. 

The Princess royal Pan am Scholarship awards two 
scholarships per year valued up to $3,000 each to one male 
and one female high performance athlete enrolled in a post-
secondary institution in Manitoba. application information 
is available from the awards & Financial aid office (room 
0GM05, Mezzanine of Graham hall) or on their website: www.
sportmanitoba.ca/scholarships.php. 

Deadline: Oct. 22, 2010 

yEs I CAn! AWARDs 

The yes i can! awards were established to honor children 
and youth with disabilities who have excelled. Thousands of 
children and youth have been recognized since the program's 
inception in 1982. each year, the council for exceptional 
children selects approximately 27 winners for their outstand-
ing achievements in one of nine categories: academics, arts, 

athletics, community service, employment, extracurricular 
activities, independent living skills, self-advocacy, and 
technology. candidates must be between two and 21 years of 
age when they are nominated. For more information, please 
visit their website: www.cec.sped.org. 

Nomination deadline: Oct. 22, 2010 

DAVID L. squIREs MEMORIAL FOunDATIOn sCHOLAR-
sHIP 

The Squires Foundation was created 1994, in honour of David 
L. Squires by his Data Processing Management association 
(DPMa) peers to promote excellence in the study of informat-
ics by individuals; conduct or sponsor research in informatics 
education; and sponsor informatics educational offerings to 
the public. This year we are offering two $1,000 scholarships 
to computer Science students who have completed at least 
one year of full-time schooling. For more information on 
eligibility or to apply, visit their website: www.iticanada.ca/
squires.

Deadline: Oct. 31, 2010 

THE JOsEPHInE LAVEy MEMORIAL sCHOLARsHIP 
AWARD 

Josephine Lavey was a dedicated member of the Order Sons 
of italy since 1947. Besides her work for the Order, she was 
the Deputy Treasurer for the city of welland. her untiring 
efforts on behalf of the italian immigrants stand out as 
her greatest contribution to the community. She worked 
indefatigably to interpret, translate, assist and find employ-
ment for newcomers in their desire to achieve canadian 
citizenship. all her life, Josephine Lavey served others, her 
family, community and other organizations. an award of 
$1,000 shall be given in the name of the Order Sons of italy 
Josephine Lavey award. To qualify, the applicant must be a 
son or daughter, grandson or granddaughter, step-children 
or step-grandchildren of a member of the Order Sons of italy 
of canada, and at least one parent of the applicant must be 
of italian origin. The applicant must be a full-time student 
enrolled in either first, second or third year at a post-
secondary institution of learning (university, college, etc.). 
The award will be given for general proficiency in general 
studies, and in the case of a tie average, the award shall be 
given to the applicant with italian studies. application forms 
are available from the awards & Financial aid office (room 
0GM05, Mezzanine of Graham hall) or their website: www.
ordersonsofitalycanada.com/scholarships.html. 

Deadline: Oct. 31, 2010 

THE nATIOnAL AbORIGInAL ACHIEVEMEnT FOunDA-
TIOn POsT-sECOnDARy EDuCATIOn & AbORIGInAL 
HEALTH CAREERs buRsARIEs 

The national aboriginal achievement Foundation has evolved 
into the largest non-governmental funding body for First 
nations, inuit, and Métis post-secondary students across 
canada. Bursary and scholarship awards are provided to 
First nations, inuit, and Métis students annually across a 
diverse range of disciplines. The Post-Secondary Bursary 
is open to aboriginal students with financial need studying 
Business, Science, Law, engineering, Technical Studies, 
computer Science, education, Social work, or Social Sciences. 
The aboriginal health careers Bursary is open to aboriginal 
students with financial need studying health sciences such 
as medicine, nursing, dentistry, biology, chemistry, clinical 
psychology, physiotherapy, pharmacy, laboratory research 
and any other health field in which a study of hard sciences 
is a prerequisite. More information or application forms 
are available from the awards & Financial aid office (room 
0GM05, Mezzanine of Graham hall) or from their website: 
www.naaf.ca. 

Deadline: nov. 1, 2010

ALLIAnCE FOR EquALITy OF bLInD CAnADIAns 
sCHOLARsHIP PROGRAMME 

The alliance for equality of Blind canadians (aeBc) is 
dedicated to providing blind, deaf-blind and partially sighted 
individuals with the opportunities they need to compete 
on an equal basis with other members of canadian society. 
Through public education and advocacy, our organization 
works to improve the lives of these canadians by providing 
a forum for mentorship, discussion and action on issues of 
common concern. each year, the aeBc offers scholarships to 
recognize outstanding blind, deaf-blind, and partially sighted 
post-secondary school students. This year there will be two 
$1,000 scholarships. each scholarship will be accompanied 
by a year's free membership to aeBc. all scholarships are 
awarded on the basis of academic performance, community 
involvement and overcoming adversity. 

The Scholarship committee reviews all applications and 
selects the scholarship recipients. These recipients will be 
notified of their selection by December 15, 2010. Scholarship 
monies will be sent to the recipients no later than December 
31, 2010. For more information on how to apply, please visit 
their website: www.blindcanadians.ca. 

Deadline: nov. 1, 2010 

THE GILL PuRCELL MEMORIAL sCHOLARsHIP 

The Gillis Purcell Memorial Journalism Scholarship for 
native canadians is offered annually by The canadian Press. 
Scholarship recipients, who must be pursuing a career in 
journalism through studies at a post-secondary institution, 

receive $4,000 and an offer of summer employment at The 
canadian Press or one of its affiliated companies. application 
forms are available from the awards & Financial aid office 
(room 0GM05, Mezzanine of Graham hall). 

Deadline: nov. 15, 2010 

 THE uKRAInIAn REsOuRCE AnD DEVELOPMEnT 
CEnTRE AWARDs 

The Ukrainian resource and Development centre (UrDc) 
is offering five award opportunities to students this year 
briefly described below. application forms and guidelines are 
available from UrDc.

1. The Alberta council for the Ukrainian Arts (AcUA) 
Award ($500) is offered annually for a project that fosters 
a greater awareness of Ukrainian art in alberta. This project 
may be in the form of an exhibit, festival, educational 
program, or special project.

2. The roger charest Sr. Award for broadcast & Media 
Arts ($500) is offered annually to applicants (individual or 
group) for an initiative to create a special program or series 
which may later be suitable for broadcast and may further 
the cause of multiculturalism in canada.

3. The roman Soltykewych Music Scholarship ($500) is of-
fered annually to applicants (individual or group) determined 
to pursue further studies in the field of Ukrainian choral or 
vocal music.

4. The Anna Pidruchney Award for New Writers ($1,000) 
is available annually to a novice writer for a work on a 
Ukrainian-canadian theme. Submissions for this year's award 
must be in Ukrainian. Previous award recipients of this award 
are not eligible. 

5. The Wm. & Mary Kostash Award for Film & video Arts 
($1,000) is available to a novice writer for a work promoting 
Ukrainian-canadian identity through the medium of film, 
video or new media.

For application forms and guidelines, contact the UrDc: 
haydukl@macewan.ca. 

Deadline: nov. 30, 2010

HOLsTEIn CAnADA AWARDs 

Six bursaries of $750 will be awarded as such: western 
canada (1), Ontario (2), Quebec (2) and atlantic canada (1). 
consideration will be given to each category as follows: 

1. 20 points, farm involvement 

2. 30 points, youth program involvement 

3. 30 points, career choice 

4. 20 points, points scholastic record 

Other accomplishments may influence the Selection 
committee in the event of a close decision. winners will 
be notified immediately upon the committee's decision in 
December. a general announcement will be made through the 
info holstein publication at a later date. 

To be eligible to apply you must: 

1) be a regular or junior member of holstein canada, or a son/
daughter of a member, 

2) have completed at least one year of university/college (or 
cégep in Québec), 

3) submit an official, original transcript (faxed and 
photocopied submissions will not be accepted) and a copy of 
your resume, 

4) be returning to school within the calendar year. 

 Submissions may be typed or made via holstein canada's 
website: www.holstein.ca.  For more information, contact: 
sgregson@holstein.ca.

Deadline: nov. 30, 2010

FRAnK KnOx MEMORIAL FELLOWsHIP 

Up to three Frank Knox Memorial Fellowships will be awarded 
to students from canada for graduate study at harvard 
University in the academic year 2011-2012. The Frank Knox 
Memorial Fellowship program was established by annie reid 
Knox who sought to honour her late husband and his lifelong 
commitment to america. Mrs. Knox expressed the hope that 
the holders of the fellowships return to their homes and 
become leaders in their chosen field once they had gained 
knowledge and experience from their study away from 
canada. 

eligibility: 

1. Open to canadian citizens or permanent residents of 
canada who are normally residing in canada. 

2. have graduated no earlier than 2009 or will graduate 
before September 2011 from an institution in canada, which 
is a member or affiliated to a member of the association of 
Universities and colleges of canada (aUcc). 

3. applicants to the harvard Law School should have 
completed their resident university education and hold a 
basic degree in Law before applying for an advanced degree 
program such as the Master of Laws (LLM). 

4. candidates are responsible for gaining admission to 
harvard University by the deadline set by the various 
faculties. 

5. applications from students presently studying in the 
United States will not be considered. 

Value: a Knox Fellowship pays full harvard tuition and manda-
tory health insurance fees and provides a stipend sufficient 
to cover the living expenses of a single Fellow for a 10-month 
academic year. Knox Fellows who plan to bring spouses, 
partners or other family members with them to harvard 
must secure additional sources of funding to support their 
families. Knox Fellowship funding is guaranteed for up to two 
years of study at harvard for students in degree programs 
requiring more than one year of study. The committee on 
General Scholarships will consider Knox Fellowship renewals 
after the second year on a case-by-case basis. Please 
note: all applications and supporting documents must be 
submitted in english only. 

For more information and the application form, please visit 
harvard University's website: www.frankknox.harvard.edu/
welcome.html or contact awards@aucc.ca. 

Deadline: nov. 30, 2010 

MAniToBA sTUDEnT AiD ProgrAM (MsAP): 
The deadline to apply for Manitoba Student aid for the 2010 
Fall Term only is Oct. 31. applications for 2010-11 Fall/winter 
or 2011 winter Session is open until Feb. 21, 2011. Students can 
apply online at www.manitobastudentaid.ca . 

*new to the Student aid program this year are a series of 
grants and bursaries: 

1. canada Student Grant for Students from Low-income 
Families 

2. canada Student Grant for Students from Middle-income 
Families 

3. canada Student Grant for Students with Dependents 

4. rural/northern Bursary 

These grants are the first money students will receive in their 
financial aid packages, before any loans are awarded. Many 
students may, in fact, receive the majority of their financial 
assistance in the form of grants. Be sure to apply early and 
to submit all requested documentation as soon as possible 
to ensure that you receive all the grant funds for which you 
are eligible. 

ProCEDUrEs 

COnFIRMATIOn OF EnROLMEnT & RELEAsE OF 
GOVERnMEnT sTuDEnT AID DOCuMEnTs 

approximately 3 weeks before classes begin, the Manitoba 
Student aid Program (MSaP) will begin printing official 
assistance documents for students whose MSaP documenta-
tion and University course registration are in order. MSaP 
will mail the documents to students at the addresses they 
have provided on their MSaP applications. The document you 
receive already will have been electronically approved by the 
awards & Financial aid Office. it will indicate the fees you owe 
to The University of winnipeg. These fees will be deducted 
from your student aid.  

1. if the document is a canada Student Financial assistance 
document, you should take it to an approved canada Post 
outlet for forwarding to the national Student Loan centre. 

2. if the document is a Manitoba Student aid document, 
you should forward it to the MSaP Loan administration 
Department. 

The national Student Loan centre of the MSaP Loan 
administration Department will process the document, 
transferring the fee payment portion directly to the 
University and depositing any additional balance to your 
account. instructions on these processes will be included in 
your student aid document package.  

COuRsE LOAD 

The minimum course load for which you must register to be 
eligible for any form of government student assistance is 
60 per cent of the maximum course load required for your 
study period: 

1. Fall or winter Term only – 9 credit hours minimum 

2. Fall/winter Session – 18 credit hours minimum 

you must maintain the appropriate minimum course load for 
your study period in order to retain your student assistance 
eligibility.  

REGIsTRATIOn AT AnOTHER POsT-sECOnDARy 
InsTITuTIOn 

if, in addition to University of winnipeg courses, you are 
registered and taking courses elsewhere during the academic 
year for credit towards your University of winnipeg degree, 
you must present proof of registration to the awards & 
Financial aid Office before your student assistance document 
can be authorized and released to you.   

FEE PAyMEnT 

your fees will be deducted from the student assistance docu-
ment when it is electronically approved by the university. 
Government Student aid is used first to meet educational 
costs. all overdue fees and emergency loans as well as 
fees for the current study period will be deducted from the 
student aid document. if your student assistance does not 
cover your required fee payment, you will have to make 
payment on your own by the fee payment deadline. credits 
for scholarships you may be receiving will be will to reduce 
the amount of fees deducted from the student aid document.   

FEE DEFERRAL 

The awards & Financial aid Office can defer your fees if 
you have applied for Government Student aid but have not 
received your confirmed assistance document by the fee 
payment deadline. 

· Fee deferral means that your registration will not be 
cancelled because of your failure to pay by the deadline.  

If your name is on the Awards & Financial Office fee 
deferral list but you withdraw from university courses, 
you will be responsible for the fees you owe until your 
actual date of withdrawal.  

DID YOU KNOW... That Manitoba Student aid staff can be on 
campus on Fridays from 1 p.m.  too 4 p.m. To meet with them, 
you need to set up an appointment time. come to student 
services and book an appointment, or phone 786-9458 or 
789-1420. 

DID YOU KNOW... you can check the status of your student 
aid application, find out what documentation is still 
outstanding, update your address information and much 
more online? Go to www.manitobastudentaid.ca and then to 
MySaO to log into your existing account. 

DID YOU KNOW… if you are a student who has had past 
Government Student Loans and are currently a full-time 
student but do not have a student loan this year, please fill 
out a Schedule 2 document to remain in non-payment status. 
Please come to Student Services in Graham hall, where front 
counter staff can help you with this form.                              

oTHEr AWArD WEBsiTEs:  
canada Student Loan program & other important information 
on finances and budgeting:  www.canlearn.ca 

Surfing for dollars? Try www.studentawards.com and www.
scholarshipscanada.com. 

awarDS & FinanciaL aiD the awards and financial aid staff of the university of Winnipeg provides the student body with current information on award opportunities. this information is updated weekly.
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5    *The Sadies Darker circles  Outside
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7    *hawksley workman     Meat      isadora records
8    Ted Leo & The Pharmacists     The Brutalist Bricks      Matador
9    !The Paperbacks     Lit From within      Parliament Of Trees
10    !The weakerthans     Live at The Burton cummings Theatre     anti
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Solutions to this week’s crossword and sudoku in next week's issue. 

Bears – scary fucking 
robot bears
Well, as the leaves change colour from 
green to gold and red, and the hot sum-
mer sun gives way to a hint of winter 
chills to come, it is clear that autumn 
is upon us. 

And with the coming of autumn, we 
can be sure that another annual visitor 
will be sure to follow. I’m speaking, of 
course, about robot grizzlies.

Every year the unfortunate deaths 
due to robot grizzlies become increas-
ingly common, despite being com-
pletely preventable. 

This week, I’m going to share some 
tips with you all about how to avoid 
a tragic and needless death in the jaws 
of one of Mother Nature’s most vicious 
robotic predators.
1. Do not taunt robotic grizzlies

This may seem very obvious, but a 
surprising 80 per cent of all robot griz-
zly-related deaths are a direct result of 
taunting. 

It may seem pointless to warn peo-
ple not to do something as stupid as 
taunting a robot grizzly. However, keep 
in mind that they also put labels on 
vending machines warning people not 
to shake them.
2. Always have a distraction ready

In case of a chance encounter, it is 
useful to always have something with 
you that will be able to distract the 
robot grizzly. That’s why experts now 
recommend that everyone always carry 
a robotic salmon, just to be on the safe 
side. 

It is important to note that only 
fresh Atlantic robotic salmon will do 
the trick. 

Robot grizzlies will immediately be 
able to tell if you have chosen to use 
cheaper store-bought, pre-frozen ro-
botic salmon and will become enraged 
at your attempt to distract them with 
anything but the best.
3. Always go to church

This one may seem a little strange at 
first, but the best way to avoid robot 
grizzly attacks is to attend church ser-
vices regularly. This is due to the fact 
that robot grizzlies are a deeply reli-
gious species of robotic bear. 

Like most other types of bears, robot 
grizzlies are devout Christians. Most are 
Roman Catholic, however there is an 
ever-growing number of Presbyterians 
in many robot grizzly communities. 

It may seem counter-intuitive at 
first, given that robot grizzlies are so 
likely to attend church services, to go 
to the one place you are most likely to 
find them. On the other hand, studies 
show that robot grizzlies are much less 
likely to attack members of their own 
churches. 

They are much more likely, in fact, 
to turn to filthy atheists and agnos-
tics to satisfy their lust for the flesh of 
human sinners.
4. Never assume

You know the saying, “It’s more 
scared of you than you are of it”? The 
most important thing to remember is 
that this is not true of robot grizzlies. 

This is an idiotic saying invented 
by a moron and is never true of any of 
the creatures of which it is commonly 
said. 

A robot grizzly can actually com-
pletely recharge its battery cells off of 
the fear of only one small child before 
it tears that child to shreds and devours 
it whole.

Now you know.

Quite frankly, The Uniter is just as 
baffled by J. Williamez as you are.
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Across

1 – On; 
5 – Pertaining to a sovereign; 
10 – canoeing body; 
14 – Zhivago's love; 
15 – Fragrant resin; 
16 – elevator man; 
17 – church principles; 
20 – adult male horse; 
21 – Pass by; 
22 – Golfer ernie; 
23 – asian sea; 
24 – efficacious; 
28 – Forever's partner; 
29 – Droop; 
32 – Long for; 
33 – Small blemish; 
34 – Gumbo veggie; 
35 – Kind principles; 
38 – Biblical garden; 

39 – Describes a gently cooked steak; 
40 – Photographic tone; 
41 – Paris possessive; 
42 – Londoner, e.g.; 
43 – Stylish; 
44 – aforementioned; 
45 – calendar abbr.; 
46 – Bear witness; 
49 – Make blunt; 
54 – Swollen nodes; 
56 – hydrox rival; 
57 – Foot bones; 
58 – corner; 
59 – Swank; 
60 – Made a mistake; 
61 – Lacking;
 
Down

1 – Some are pale; 
2 – Diplomacy; 

3 – Killer whale; 
4 – Dark cloud; 
5 – recoil; 
6 – Mixed bags; 
7 – Bring forth young; 
8 – early hrs.; 
9 – clerisy; 
10 – nearby; 
11 – Take ___ from me; 
12 – Join lips; 
13 – Salinger girl; 
18 – cricket team; 
19 – now ___ me down...; 
23 – Be gaga over; 
24 – Pains; 
25 – Unrefined; 
26 – Domesticates; 
27 – Lendl of tennis; 
28 – "The covers of this book are too 
far ____" — Bierce; 
29 – Passes over; 

30 – Bears the ictus; 
31 – Dry red wine; 
33 – Of sedate character; 
34 – Draft classification; 
36 – annoy; 
37 – Out, in bed; 
42 – Beat up; 
43 – Like rubik's toy; 
44 – indian soldier in British service; 
45 – Keyed up; 
46 – Bunches; 
47 – neophyte; 
48 – revenuers, for short; 
49 – German Mister; 
50 – Makes lace; 
51 – Gillette brand; 
52 – at that time; 
53 – Baby blues; 
55 – ___ es Salaam;

The hidden health 
dangers under your sink

SAgAN morrow
voLUNTeer STAff

Cleaning is something that has to be done regu-
larly – just like exercising and eating nutritious 
foods – to stay healthy. A little dirt never hurt any-
one, but living in an unhygienic environment can 
take a toll on your body.

That being said, many people don’t realize how 
dangerous cleaning products themselves can be.

Common ingredients found in name-brand 
cleaning products can be dangerous to our health 
and to the environment. That goes for household 
products as well as toiletries and cosmetics.

A few ingredients to watch out for include:

• Sodium Hydroxide: Although sodium hy-
droxide is purported to be safe in low doses, 
various studies show it to be related to neu-
rotoxicity, organ system toxicity, cancer and 
skin irritation. Sensitive skin may react to 
products that contain sodium hydroxide.

• Aluminum Chlorhydrate: This ingredient 
is suspected to be toxic to the environment. 
Animal studies have shown that it irritates 
the skin. According to the Environmental 
Working Group’s Skin Deep Cosmetic 
Safety Database, it may also be linked to 
developmental and reproductive toxicity, 
as well as neurotoxicity and organ system 
toxicity.

• Parabens: Researchers in England have 
found that parabens may impact cells to in-
crease chances of breast cancer. Other scien-
tists in the United States disagree, but you 
might want to avoid products containing 
parabens just to be on the safe side. 

Many toxic ingredients go by several names. 
Sodium Hydroxide, for example, is also known as 
caustic soda, sodium hydrate and sodium lye, to 
name just a few. 

Learning the different names can help you 
know what to watch out for when you read the 
ingredient list on household cleaners.

The amounts of these ingredients in the prod-
ucts that we use may be minuscule, but they may 
become harmful if we use them day after day for 
years. 

It is not necessary to ditch every product you 
own that contains these ingredients. Making a 
slow transition to products which are better for 
your body and the environment is a great step to 
take.

There are some excellent products out there 
with safer ingredients. Tropical Traditions carries 
a line of healthier, eco-friendly cleaning products. 
Their All Purpose Cleaner works like a dream. 

Crystal Essence carries an impressive line of 
natural deodorants that smell great and work bet-
ter than most mainstream products. Seed is an-
other up-and-coming great brand which provides 
lotions, shampoos and soaps. 

While you are trying to navigate various brands, 
consider sticking with the most basic (and safe!) 
cleaning products of all: baking soda, vinegar and 
water. 

These three products are cheap and often clean 
a surface more effectively than any special product 
that you can buy in a store. 

And, you don’t have to agonize over any ingre-
dient list when you use these three items, either.

Sagan Morrow is a freelance writer and editor. 
Check out her health and wellness blog at www.
livingintherealworld.net/healthy.
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