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Submissions of articles, letters, 
graphics and photos are encouraged, 
however, all new contributors (with 
the exception of letters to the editor) 
must attend a 45-minute volunteer 
orientation workshop to ensure that 
the volunteer understands all of the 
publication’s basic guidelines. 

In-person volunteer orientations 
are currently suspended due to 
COVID-19, but over-the-phone  
and remote orientations can 
be arranged. Please email  
volunteer@uniter.ca for  
more details. 

Deadline for advertisements is noon 
Friday, six days prior to publication. 
The Uniter reserves the right to 
refuse to print material submitted by 
volunteers. The Uniter will not print 
submissions that are homophobic, 
misogynistic, transphobic, ableist, 
racist or libellous. We also reserve 
the right to edit for length/style. 

In the Jan. 27 article “Comeback 
Kid is making Heavy Steps,” the 
band’s record label was listed 
as Nuclear Blast USA. While 
Nuclear Blast is releasing the 
album internationally, it is being 
released in Canada by New 
Damage Records. 

In the Jan. 27 article “PROFile: 
Advancing through movement,” 
we stated that Zorya Arrow 
began teaching at the 
University of Winnipeg in 2020. 
Arrow actually began teaching 
in 2022. 

The Uniter regrets these errors.
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In this week’s cover feature, arts and culture reporter Isabella Soares looks at the logistics of dating and marriage across international borders. Read more on page 7.

The Nestewaya River Trail is a new name, but also a very old one, for this historic and ancient site. Read more on page 3.
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Anyone who’s been outside this week 
knows that we are deep in the difficult 
throes of Winnipeg’s winter. But this 
week has been difficult for another 
reason: fires.

Since Monday, there have been at 
least four major fires in Winnipeg. 
The first was a massive blaze at a 
construction site for a condo complex 
in East Kildonan. On Wednesday, three 
fires broke out: one in the historic 
Kirkwood Block building at Portage and 
Langside, another on Pritchard Avenue 
and a third on Logan Avenue.

If it seems like there have been more 
fires than usual lately, that’s because 
there have been. In October, Global 
News reported that fire crews had been 
called to 133 fires in the first 10 months 
of 2021, a sharp increase from 82 in all 
of 2020.

That’s still a far cry from the late 
1990s, when Winnipeg was known 
as the “arson capital of Canada.” In 
October 1999, CBC News reported 
that Winnipeg had about 3,500 fires 
a year, 42 per cent of which were 
deliberately set. 

1999 was the end of 11 years 
of governance by the Progressive 
Conservatives under premier Gary 
Filmon, who oversaw a regime of 
austerity that slashed public jobs and 
services, rising unemployment and a 
vote-splitting scandal by PC insiders. The 
latter was especially damning. In 1995, 
the PCs ran a scheme in which they paid 
a handful of Indigenous Manitobans to 
run as independent candidates in an 
attempt to “split the Aboriginal vote” in 
rural ridings previously held by the NDP 
and improve the PCs’ chances.

At the time, unemployment and 
poverty were blamed (along with 
juvenile delinquency) for the fires, which 
led to community efforts to improve 
neighbourhoods with high rates of arson.

As of right now, none of the four fires 
this week have been determined to be 
arson (the Logan Avenue fire is suspected 
to be accidental). But I’m certainly feeling 
a certain sense of deja vu.

WRITER
Allyn Lyons 

PHOTO BY KEELEY BRAUNSTEIN-BLACK



ARTS

Long before the Assiniboine and Red Riv-
ers became a frozen hub for skaters, cyclists 
and winter recreationists of all kinds, it was 
a meeting place where the Lakota, Nakota, 
Dakota peoples from the west, the Anishi-
naabe from the south and the Cree from 
the north convened. 

In recognition of this history, the frozen 
trail was recently renamed the Nestaweya 
River Trail and officially opened to visi-
tors on Jan. 24. Nestaweya (pronounced 
ness-tah-way-ah) is a Cree word meaning 
“three points,” which refers to the area now 
known as Winnipeg. 

“It’s a way of bringing back the original 
name of Winnipeg,” Niigaan Sinclair, an 
associate professor of Native studies at the 
University of Manitoba, says. “The original 
name of this place is called three points, 
talking about the ways people came from 
three different directions to be here.”

Clare MacKay, the executive director of 
The Forks Foundation, says the naming 
of the Nestaweya River Trail was part of 
a partnership between The Forks and The 
Winnipeg Foundation to celebrate the lat-
ter organization’s centennial anniversary 
and to honour the history of The Forks and 
the surrounding areas. 

“The Forks has 6,000 years of history of 
Indigenous people meeting,” MacKay says. 
“It’s an acknowledgement of the past, and 

it’s a way to move into the future as well.”
The history of Indigenous peoples meet-

ing in the area that defined Nestaweya is 
founded on both archeological findings 
and oral histories passed down through 
generations, MacKay says. 

Sinclair, who is also the Indigenous cu-
rator of The Forks, says there was a “per-
manent settlement of several thousand peo-
ple that inhabited the space in and around 
what is now Portage and Main, all the way 
to Portage and Broadway.”

Today, the river continues to be a beloved 
meeting spot. In 2008, the trail’s 8.54 km 
icy stretch won a Guinness World Record 
for the longest naturally frozen skating 
trail. It remains in friendly competition 
with Ottawa’s Rideau Canal Skateway. 

“Over the years, our feelings about win-
ter have changed substantially,” MacKay 
says. “We’ve seen an explosion of interest in 
winter and people embracing it – so much 
so that our numbers in January and Febru-
ary are the same as our visitation numbers 
in July and August, which was not the case 
15 years ago.” 

Recently, the river trail has garnered ap-
preciation as a safer outdoor meeting place 
for folks to connect. MacKay says this has 
increased its popularity. 

In addition to the trail renaming, the 
unveiling of the rainbow butterfly warm-

ing hut honours and brings attention to 
missing and murdered Indigenous women, 
girls and 2SLBGTQIA+ individuals. The 
various installations on The Forks grounds 
are a part of a greater commitment to In-
digenizing the space. 

“The river trail is one of the most im-
portant winter experiences here in the city, 
and I think it’s important to talk about the 

history of where we come from and where 
we’re going,” Sinclair says. 

Be it skating, snowshoeing, walking or 
whatever mode of transportation one takes 
along the Nestaweya River Trail, the re-
naming of the frozen path invites visitors 
to acknowledge the original stewards of the 
Red and Assiniboine Rivers and contem-
plate how to move forward.

Jazz Winnipeg and the University of Mani-
toba’s (U of M) Desautels Faculty of Music 
have been hard at work planning the Cana-
dian Jazz Summit.

The summit, held virtually due to the 
Omicron wave of COVID-19, will have 
workshops hosted by award-winning jazz 
professionals Jodi Proznick, Allison Au and 
Brad Turner. It will also include a virtual 
concert from Feb. 4 to 5.

Both Au and Turner will have music 
they have written performed by U of M 

students. Au is a Juno award-winning sax-
ophonist, composer and arranger based in 
Toronto, while Turner is a Juno-winning 
trumpeter, pianist and composer who cur-
rently teaches at Capilano University in 
North Vancouver. 

“Originally, I was scheduled to come 
in person along with Brad Turner, and we 
were to host several workshops and then do 
a gala performance on the final evening,” 
Au says. “But because of Omicron, every-
one’s just trying to play it safe.”

During the planned gala performance, 
musicians from the U of M were originally 
going to perform music written by Au and 
Turner. Instead, they performed and record-
ed the music so it could be streamed online.

“I was really disappointed that I couldn’t 
play the music with them. I was really look-
ing forward to that,” Turner says.

On the brighter side, Turner and Au will 
offer one virtual workshop for summit par-
ticipants free of charge. The workshops will 
explore “elements of jazz history, composi-
tion, conducting and performance and will 
be led by masters in the field.”

While both Au and Turner say the pan-
demic has hit musicians hard with a lack of 
live events, they’ve found ways to keep their 
spirits high until things open up again.

“When you get out of school and you 
start working professionally and teaching, 
life creeps in, and you don’t have as much 
time,” Turner says. 

“When things all shut down, I was able 
to get back to work and do things that I’ve 
been kind of missing being able to do on a 
regular basis for a long time. I am working 
on the musicianship on the instruments 

that I play (and) practicing a lot.”
Au also spent a lot of time practicing, but 

she took time to read and “noodle around” 
on her keyboard.

“I’ve just been trying to find inspiration 
within myself. I have started taking some 
saxophone lessons myself with a musician 
in New York who I find really inspiring, 
so that’s really helped just kind of keep my 
spirits high, and it keeps me hungry for 
new material,” she says.

One thing Au misses most is the com-
munity aspect of the music she plays.

“I think music is a way to connect with 
people,” Au says. “And now it’s become 
more of like a pursuit of community for 
me, in terms of the collaboration that’s in-
volved in bringing a piece of music to life 
and then ultimately sharing it with an audi-
ence. That process has become really valu-
able to me and being able to connect with 
other musicians and listeners.”

For more information and access to the 
virtual workshops and gala, visit Jazz Win-
nipeg’s Eventbrite site at bit.ly/32P8uEK. 
Tickets to the gala are $11.62.

Allison Au is one of the composers and performers taking part in the Canadian Jazz Summit.

WHERE THREE  
POINTS MEET
Nestaweya River Trail given original Cree name

JAZZ WINNIPEG HOSTS 
VIRTUAL SUMMIT
Musicians gather online for workshops  
and gala performances
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The new official name of the Nestaweya River Trail is a nod to the site’s history as an Indigenous 
meeting place since ancient times.
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ARTS

Western Canadian Music Award winners 
Sweet Alibi released their fourth album, 
Make a Scene, on Jan. 28. The band con-
sists of singer-songwriters Jess Rae Ayre, 
Amber Nielsen and Michelle Anderson, 
along with bassist Alasdair Dunlop and 
drummer Sandy Fernandez. The album 
was produced by deadmen duo Matt Pe-
ters and Matt Schellenberg and features 
Kyle Wedlake, Matt Walden, Todd Mar-
tin and Joel Green on sax and horns.

Sweet Alibi is known for their soulful 
harmonies and folky pop-infused music. 
In Make a Scene, they experiment with 
synths and electric guitar layered with 
sweet harmonies.

“The album was inspired by life experi-
ences, changes, feelings and general every-
day stuff,” Nielsen says.

Make a Scene, which was written over a 
year and a half, has no theme per se. Each 
song has its own unique inspiration. 

“There is one about losing a friend, life 
on the road. There is one about a little bit 
of journey into sobriety and self-improve-
ment. A little bit about trying to make the 
best out of difficult times,” Ayre says. 

Ayre feels that the song “Slow Down”  
“goes along with what’s going on today. 
It’s a song about capitalism and just try-
ing to slow down and step back from ev-
erything that we have been doing and the 
greediness in the world. The message is 

really good for today.”
“Each song ... (comes) from different 

places. We didn’t write the album think-
ing ‘let’s write eight songs all about one 
thing.’ That’s not how it has ever gone for 
us in an album,” Nielsen says. “We work 
on it and take it as it comes.”

The band’s creative process is different 
with each album. While it is hard to label, 
it involves fooling around until they stum-
ble on something they like and finding 
time later to follow up on it.

“It’s kind of a game, though. You are 
chasing the song. It might change. Some-
times we forget songs for years that we 
have worked on, and then we come back 
to them,” Nielsen says. 

“Even if the songs are born different-
ly, they are arranged together,” Ayre says. 
“A lot of our creative ideas are shared 
throughout that process.”

One of Anderson’s favourite parts of cre-
ating the album was the recording process 
itself. The band spent time at various loca-
tions across the city while in pre-produc-
tion mode, including at an old studio above 
the Good Will Social Club, Private Ear Re-
cording and at band members’ homes.

The band is excited to get back on the 
road in a few months. Touring dates and 
a Winnipeg release with a local opener are 
expected to be announced soon.

“The pandemic hit a lot of musicians re-

ally hard. It’s like starting over again. We 
are lucky, because we have this awesome 
album to head out with,” Nielsen says.

When Avril Lavigne announced her first 
tour in 10 years, the internet went wild – 
especially those who eagerly waited to buy 
tickets for her upcoming Winnipeg show 
on May 17 at the Canada Life Centre.

The new tour is set to start right after 
the release of her newest album, Love Sux, 
which will be available as of Feb. 25 and 
can be pre-saved on Spotify and Apple 
Music or pre-ordered on CD and cassette 
from her website.

Some longtime fans gushed over how 
excited they were to finally see her, since 
they didn’t get the chance to when they 
were younger. Others posted that the tour 
brought them a sense of nostalgia, remi-
niscing on simpler days that didn’t involve 
a pandemic. 

“Nostalgia feels too tame a word to 
summarize how utterly excited I am for 
this tour,”  Cassandra Wilson, a student 
at Brandon University, says. “Momentous 
feels closer but still not as dramatic as I’d 
like. This full-circle experience is fate.”

Wilson saw Lavigne live with a friend when 
she was 12 and living in Portage la Prairie.

“The tickets were the cheapest nose-
bleeds my wondrous mother could afford, 
but I enjoyed the experience as much as 
I would have (in the) front row,” Wilson 
says of that concert. “We made a huge 
sign, but we were so entranced the entire 
show, so we never even held it up.”

Wilson says the biggest difference be-
tween the show she saw when she was 
12 and the upcoming concert will be the 
number of cellphones capturing video of 
the performances.

Another difference will be that this 
concert will happen during the current 
COVID-19 pandemic and may be post-
poned if another wave of the virus causes 
future lockdowns. 

“I think we’re all scared of life having to 
be put on hold again. We’ve all missed out 
on so many life opportunities and experi-
ences these last two years, and I’m keeping 
everything crossed for this concert to hap-
pen,” Kelsey Carriere, who has been a fan 
of Lavigne since she was six, says.

Some people online talked about lis-
tening to her music when they were very 
young, which could be seen as controver-
sial, since Avril’s early 2000’s albums had a 
number of songs listed as “explicit.”

“I’m surprised my parents let me listen to 
her music at such a young age, but I used to 
perform concerts to her songs in my bed-
room all the time as a kid,” Carriere says. 
“I’ve definitely been listening to her music 
more often recently, and with her new al-
bum coming soon, I feel like that six-year-
old kid in my bedroom again.”

Carriere says she’s worried the concert 
will be postponed. Still, she’s excited to 
attend if and when it happens. 

“Her music will never not make you 
want to get up and dance or crank the mu-
sic and headbang in your car. There isn’t 
one specific thing to love. She’s such an 
icon for my generation for so many rea-

sons,” Carriere says. “I’m probably most 
excited to hear ‘The Best Damn Thing,’ 
though. I’m so ready to dance my heart 
out on the floor screaming her lyrics right 
back at her.”

Avril Lavigne’s first tour in a decade is hitting the nostalgia sweet spot for younger millennials and 
Gen Z-ers.

SWEET ALIBI 
RELEASES MAKE  
A SCENE
Album draws from band members’ life 
experiences

HERE’S TO NEVER 
GROWING UP
Avril Lavigne concert gives audiences  
a nostalgic pick-me-up
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Sweet Alibi: (from left to right) Amber Nielsen, Jess Ray Ayre, Michelle Anderson
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For tour dates and more, visit  
sweetalibi.com. Listen to Make a Scene on 
all major streaming platforms.



ARTS

When Andrew Unger launched The Dai-
ly Bonnet in 2016, he never imagined the 
Mennonite satire website would accu-
mulate over 10 million views. Today, the 
popular blog draws readers in by adding a 
Mennonite twist to current affairs. 

“Half the time, it’s commenting on real 
things happening in society, and other 
times it’s general Mennonite-isms that are 
being poked fun at,” Unger says. 

Winnipeg is home to the largest concen-
tration of urban Mennonites in Canada, 
with a demographic population of 20,000. 
If you don’t have Mennonite heritage your-
self, you likely know someone who does.

In The Daily Bonnet, recurring semi-fic-
tional characters like Oma Krahn are 
framed into policy responses to COVID-19, 
while other blogs satirize culinary tradi-
tions and pacifism. 

Sometimes, Unger’s posts transcend 
from the satire world into the real world. 
This was the case with his parody of Tim 
Biebs, which were sold as “Tim Wiebes” 
donuts (echoing a common Mennonite sur-
name) at Valley Bakery in Winkler, Man. 

What precisely makes Mennonites funny 
remains somewhat of a mystery. However, 
in 2016, comedian Matt Falk endeavored 
to find out in the short documentary That 
Mennonite Joke, in which he interviewed a 
series of notable Mennonites on the subject. 

Raised by a Mennonite family in 
Niverville, Man., Falk’s comedy career 
has taken him from open mics in small 
Manitoba towns to standup champion-
ships in California. 

“I’ve been able to tell Mennonite jokes 

and stories that have Mennonite characters 
all over. As long as you set it up properly, 
people understand,” Falk says. 

Falk believes the juxtaposition of the ste-
reotypical Mennonite image with humour 
is what lands the jokes. “There’s this down-
ward, serious Mennonite figure in your 
imagination, and then there’s this loud-
mouth kid who says that he’s a Mennonite 
on stage, making jokes about it,” Falk says. 

Aileen Friesen, an associate professor of 
Mennonite studies at the University of Win-
nipeg, believes the image of the “serious” 
Mennonite adds to their satirical allure. 

“That’s a very rich basis for satire in gen-
eral, and it also means that Mennonites en-
joy poking fun at themselves,” Friesen says. 

She adds that the “rich nuance” of Plaut-
dietsch, the low-German dialect spoken 
by Mennonites that’s often featured in 
Daily Bonnet blog posts, “allows people to 
describe things in an evocative way that 
brings you into the story.”

While satirizing eating too much 
schmaunt fat at dinner or eating too little 
at faspa establishes cultural connections 
among Mennonites, Falk sees a more uni-
versal aspect to Mennonite humour. 

“When you tell a joke about a Men-
nonite family member from Manitoba, 
someone in the States or someone across 
the world can listen to that and go ‘oh 
yeah, that sounds like my aunt or my 
grandpa,’” Falk says. 

For Unger, one of the most rewarding 
aspects of running the Daily Bonnet is re-
ceiving reader anecdotes in his inbox.  

“I’ve had people tell me that the articles 

have helped them connect them to their 
grandparents. Someone told me that read-
ing the Daily Bonnet was one of their last 
memories of their father before he passed,” 
Unger says. “You realize that your work is 

more than just making people laugh.”
 

Visit dailybonnet.com for more Mennonite 
humour.
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NOT YOUR OPA’S JOKE
Unpacking Mennonite satire and humour

ILLUSTRATION BY GABRIELLE FUNK
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Award-winning Wookey Films is co-
owned and co-produced by brother/sister 
combo Jérémie and Janelle Wookey. The 
production company has been operating in 
the Exchange District since 2013. 

The creative duo started making plays 
and concerts at a young age. “We tortured 
our parents and aunts and uncles with that 
when we were little,” Janelle says. 

As the story goes, their father, an ele-
mentary-school teacher, would bring home 
a video recorder from school at Christmas. 
“We became obsessed with this video cam-

era, because we could tape our concerts and 
watch them ourselves,” she says.

When the camcorder was returned to the 
school, the parents realized they needed to 
invest in their own equipment. Jérémie de-
scribes how they needed to sell something 
in order to afford it.

“My dad sold his electronic Yamaha key-
board and bought a camera with (the mon-
ey),” he says.

Fast-forward to today when, under the 
Wookey Films banner, the filmmaking team 
is telling stories that “build stronger bridges.”

Wookey Films’ documentaries are varied 
in subject. However, the company strives to 
give a voice to LGBTQ+ people or people 
of Franco-Métis heritage. “We always try 
to tell stories from (the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity) and want to ensure it’s represented,” 
Jérémie says. He came out in his 20s and 
has been with his partner for nine years.

The siblings are proudly Franco-Métis. 
When Janelle was 19 years old, she worked 
on air for APTN. She then decided to 
spend more time understanding and con-
necting to her Métis roots.

Their family discovered their Métis heri-
tage when Janelle and Jérémie were 12 and 
10 years old, respectively. Their Métis grand-
mother held that secret for over 60 years.

That story became Janelle’s Creative 
Communications project at Red River Col-
lege. The documentary, Mémère Métisse, 
was the dynamic duo’s first proper film 
production.  

The 2008 documentary aired on CBC, 
Radio-Canada and APTN and premiered 
at the ImagineNATIVE festival in Toronto.

Wookey Films employs three full-time 
staff in Winnipeg. They added a production 
team of three people in Montreal who work 

on their French series Encré dans la peau.
 “We have a core team, and when we have 

a bigger project, we create another team 
that works with our full-time employees,” 
Jérémie says.

Casey Gibb is a recent addition to the 
team. He is also Janelle’s partner. 

“I was already his boss, so it was an easy 
transition,” Janelle says, jokingly. “We try 
to work on separate things, but it works.”

A new French production is in the works 
called Théâtre de l’ histoire. It’s a one-hour 
documentary following Winnipeg high-
school students as they embark on a theatre 
workshop designed to enhance their un-
derstanding and connection to Indigenous 
history,” Janelle says.

Wookey Films has won multiple awards, 
including one for best short documentary 
at ImagineNATIVE 2014, as well as the 
Aboriginal Award at the Yorkton Film Fes-
tival 2015. It has been nominated five times 
for the Prix Gémeaux.

For more information about the production 
company, visit visit wookeyfilms.com.
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Jérémie and Janelle Wookey are the sibling duo behind Wookey Films.        

ORIGIN STORIES: 
WOOKEY FILMS
Sibling production company has LGBTQ+, 
Franco-Métis perspective
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Black History  
trivia night
Black History Manitoba (BHM) 
recently announced a series 
of events and educational op-
portunities for folks to take 
part in Black History Month. 
On Feb. 4 at 7 p.m., BHM will 
host a virtual trivia night on the 
theme of Black inventors. Visit  
bhmwinnipeg.com for the full 
event calendar and registration 
details. 

ARTS BRIEFS

MCO announces 
free virtual winter 
concerts
The Manitoba Chamber  
Orchestra (MCO) recently  
announced they’ll be present-
ing their Winter 2022 Concert 
Series virtually and free of 
charge. The concerts will be 
uploaded weekly on Thurs-
days, starting Feb. 10, on the 
MCO’s YouTube channel. Visit 
themco.ca for more details. 

PLATFORM 
wants your 
shorts!
The PLATFORM Centre for 
Photographic and Digital Arts 
is accepting short films (of 
five minutes or less) to be fea-
tured at their annual member’s 
screening. The deadline to 
submit is Feb. 9, and the ac-
cepted films will be screened 
online from Feb. 16 to March 
9. Submissions are open to 
members only, and annual 
memberships can be pur-
chased for $25 by visiting plat-
formgallery.org/info/member-
ships. Forward your shorts to  
programming@platformgallery.org. 

Reconciliation  
as art
This month’s Art Talk, pre-
sented by First Fridays in the 
Exchange, will discuss the Art 
of Reconciliation. Dr. Suzanne 
M. Steele, an award-winning 
Métis poet, installation artist, li-
brettist and scholar, will engage 
in a conversation on place, lan-
guage and the role of the schol-
ar with moderator Sarah Hodg-
es-Kolisnyk.  

Onna Lou releas-
ing folkloric single
Local Argentinian-Canadian 
musician Onna Lou will release 
a single called “Serpentinas” on 
Feb. 4. Inspired by the sounds of 
Carnival and the singer-song-
writer’s recent trip home,  
“Serpentinas” draws its 
rhythms and melodies from 
Northern Argentianian, Bolivian 
and Northern Chilean folk mu-
sic. Listen to Lou’s music on all 
major platforms. 

Moments of  
My Own
Lindsey White’s forthcoming 
online exhibition through the 
Arts AccessAbility Network 
delves into themes of trans-
formation and acceptance, in-
spired by pivotal moments in 
the artist’s life. The show has 
a content warning for sexu-
al assault, injury and death. 
The show opens online on 
Feb. 4 and will be posted on  
aanm.ca/online-exhibitions. 
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Feature continues on next page.

Globalization isn’t a new phenomenon. With increasing internet 
connectivity and opportunities to venture abroad, people from 
different countries are bonding over a love immune to culture 
shock – at least to a certain extent. Although some challenges 

arise, couples are adapting to each others’ traditions and find-
ing ways to stick together through the whirlwind of immigra-
tion processes.

International relationships are overcoming culture shock

FEATURE
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Talia Steele

Arts and culture reporter

Creative director
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Love beyond borders 
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Scott Purtill (left) and Ana Morales are waiting for updates on their sponsorship application.

Meet cute
Winnipeg-based nurse Gail Ramos de Oliveira 
wasn’t on the lookout for a significant other 
when she was partnered with Murilo Ramos 
de Oliveira at a University of Manitoba salsa 
event in September 2014. Despite his poor 
dance skills, their friendship flourished. 

Murilo is a firefighter from Brazil. It was his 
second trip to Canada to study English. First, 
he went to Charlottetown on an exchange 
program and later travelled to Winnipeg 
during his vacation. A few weeks after their 
first encounter, when his vacation time was 
up, the two had to part ways. Yet, what they 
had was evidently so special on both sides that 
he returned to Winnipeg later that same year.

“I guess he wanted to prove that he was seri-
ous (about us), so he left in (late September) 
and came back in November,” Gail says.

As the couple’s relationship progressed, they 
relied on Skype to chat when apart and visited 
each other twice a year. The deal was for Gail 
to visit him in Recife, Brazil, then Murilo 
would visit her in Winnipeg a few months 
later. Even though Gail and Murilo were in 
love, their friends were a bit skeptical about 
the relationship.

“During these years, since 2014, we had 
some colleagues (in Canada) that had a cer-
tain kind of discrimination towards me 
because I’m Brazilian,” Murilo says. “They 
were skeptical that Gail fell in love with this 
guy that they didn’t know. On the other hand, 
in Brazil, some colleagues told me that it was 
crazy, because I had my life there, and after I 
retired, my life would be way easier.”

Nevertheless, the two were committed to 
their relationship.

“Many people go through their whole life 
without finding love,” Gail says. “If you find 
love, does it matter where it is? Does it have to 
be in the same city? I prefer this relationship, 
so for us there was no barrier.”

Moving in together
Eager to get married soon, they spoke with 
an immigration consultant to learn what 
they had to do to be together. The consul-
tant suggested they wait a while longer be-
fore getting married, given that Murilo was 
waiting to retire. The best way would be for 
them to get married closer to the beginning 
of their sponsorship process. They followed 
the guidelines, were legally married in 2019 
and filed for sponsorship in late 2021.

There are two types of Canadian sponsor-
ships for spouses and common-law partners: 
outland and inland applications. Couples 
who choose the outland route must apply 
through the visa office of the sponsored part-
ner’s country of origin. People living togeth-
er in Canada can also apply for this spon-
sorship, but they are also eligible for inland 
application. This alternative only applies to 
couples living together in Canada, and the 
sponsored spouse must have a temporary visa 
during this process.

According to Immigration Refugee Citi-
zenship Canada (IRCC), an eligible sponsor 
can financially support their partner with 
basic needs without asking for the govern-
ment’s financial help. This commitment can 
only be revoked if the sponsor writes a letter 
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their whole life without 
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love, does it matter where 

it is? Does it have to be 
in the same city? I prefer 
this relationship, so for us 

there was no barrier.”
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and submits it through the IRCC webform prior to the final decision. 
Once the sponsorship has been approved, the length of the under-
taking is three years after the permanent residency is granted to the 
partner.

Similar to the Ramos de Oliveira pair, Ana Morales and Scott Pur-
till are waiting for updates on their sponsorship application. They 
finished sending the documents, proving that they are in a committed 
relationship, in September 2021. Amongst the paperwork, they had to 
write letters sharing their story and future goals and any bills or doc-
uments that showed that they had the same address and were sharing 
expenses, as well as pictures of them together on social media.

Morales is from Mexico, while Purtill is Canadian. The two 
have lived together in Garson, Man. for three years and are  
engaged.
Morales met Purtill online when she arrived in Canada, and their 
cultural differences began to show during their first dates.

“Mexicans are very warm, and we talk a lot,” Morales says. “I think 
Canadians, at least the ones that I have met, are very polite and don’t 
want to ask too many questions. That is awesome, but I didn’t know 
about that (cultural difference). I always asked him too much and 
sometimes made him feel uncomfortable.”

When she moved in with him, Purtill and his family had to adapt 
to kisses on the cheek and warm hugs whenever saying “hi.” They also 
got used to shopping for groceries together (as Morales would usually 
do with her family in Mexico) and dividing the chores around the 
house (something she wasn’t used to doing before they lived together).

“To get to this point was a process, and it wasn’t all beautiful and 
perfect. At one point when I moved here, I didn’t know what I wanted 
to do. We decided to talk about it, and I remember we said that we 
have each other in our lives now and concluded that neither of us 
wanted to be in a long-distance relationship,” Morales says.

Getting comfortable
While some couples with different cultural backgrounds might have 
to adjust to each other’s habits and traditions, others don’t experience 
much cultural clash. Pilates instructor Vanessa Kornelsen met her 
boyfriend Akshay Pardhanani on Tinder. Before their first date, their 
cultural upbringings didn’t cross her mind. 

Akshay Pardhanni (right) was already waiting for his permanent Canadian residency when he met 
Vanessa Kornelsen.

SUPPLIED PHOTO
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Donate to  
N’Dinawemak
Winnipeg Free Plants is holding a 
clothing drive for N’Dinawemak, 
a new, Indigenous-led warming 
shelter that can host 150 people. 
Direct message @wpgfreeplants 
on Instagram to coordinate a dona-
tion of warming clothing, blankets, 
hygiene supplies or face masks.

CITY BRIEFS
ALEX  NEUFELDT CITY EDITOR

Council responds to 
convoy
The members of Winnipeg’s City 
Council released a statement con-
demning the racist symbols used by 
those participating in the anti-man-
date trucking convoy protest this 
weekend. Coun. Vivian Santos chose 
to tweet a video after the release of 
the statement condemning the racist 
imagery but endorsing anti-mandate 
rhetoric.  

Black History events 
announced
Black History Winnipeg has re-
leased their event calendar for 
Black History Month. The or-
ganization will host a variety of 
challenges, lessons and more 
throughout February, many which 
are virtual or will be hosted on 
YouTube. See @bhmwinnipeg on 
Instagram for more information. 

Virtual book launch
On Feb. 9, Helen Chau Bradley, Jenny 
Heijun Wills and Anna Leventhal will 
celebrate the launch of their debut 
collection, Personal Attention Role-
play, in an event presented by McNally 
Robinson Booksellers in association 
with Metonymy Press and the Win-
nipeg Public Library. Registration 
for the Zoom event is available at  
mcnallyrobinson.com. 

Recent deaths in  
justice
Manitoba Justice has reported the 
death of a 37-year-old man who 
was being held in custody at the 
Winnipeg Remand Centre. He 
died three days after the death 
of James Flatfoot, who was an 
inmate at the Stony Mountain cor-
rectional institution.

FEATURE LOVE BEYOND BORDERS

“We knew before we met that I was 
from Canada and that he was from 
India. I have done a lot of work with 
people from lots of different cul-
tures, so I wasn’t worried about that 
(culture shock),” Kornelsen says.

Their immigration situation was 
fairly straightforward. Pardhanani 
was already waiting for his perma-
nent residency when he met Vanes-
sa and received the confirmation 
on the same day he purchased his 
house in Winnipeg. The two now 
live together with their two cats and 
one dog.

When asked if they had noticed 
any cultural differences now that 
they are living in the same house-
hold, there was one thing that stood 
out: communication with family 
members. Pardhanani speaks with 
his parents and sister in India every 
day, while Kornelsen speaks with 
her family occasionally, since her 
parents only live 10 minutes away 
from their house.

“I think, one day in the morning, 
my mom called Vanessa to make 
sure that I was alright. I think that 
if I spoke to my family with the 
same frequency as she does, I would 
be disowned,” Pardhanani says 
playfully.

Other than this, the difference 
in cultures was also minimal when 
putting a pandemic into perspective. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
normal life hasn’t been normal for 
anyone, no matter their nationality.

“Akshay and I met during 
COVID-19, so we weren’t even liv-
ing our normal lives. It was an op-
portune moment for us to introduce 
ourselves to someone new,” Kor-
nelsen says.

Kornelsen and Pardhanani may 
have begun their relationship during 
the pandemic, but they are still go-
ing strong despite anxiety, distress 
and safety restrictions. According to 
a national survey by Finder Cana-
da, 15 per cent of Canadian couples 
broke up during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Twenty-five per cent of 
these couples are between 18 and 24 
years old, the most of any age group.

A new home
Despite the stress inflicted on cou-
ples during the pandemic, it is safe 
to say that love overcoming cul-
tural and COVID-19 barriers is 
worth celebrating. Whether it is to 
keep holding on to love through 
long-distance relationships, having 
to fill out paperwork for immigra-
tion purposes or choosing to live 
together when the new normal is 
far away from normal, relationships 
that are meant to be will carry on 
through hardships.



The Manitoba office of the Canadian Cen-
tre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA-MB) has 
announced its Speaking Up Winter Series, 
a slate of four events focused on current 
public-policy issues. This self-described 
“independent, non-partisan research in-
stitute concerned with issues of social, 
economic and environmental justice,” will 
broadcast these events for free over Zoom. 

Wayne Antony, a founding member of 
CCPA-MB and one of the series’ organiz-
ers, says this is the fourth season of Speak-
ing Up.

“Now that we’ve been doing it virtually 
since the beginning of the pandemic, we’re 
getting (attendees) from all over the coun-
try,” he says.

The first event, held on Feb. 10, is titled 
“Killing Bill 64: What Now for Education 
in Manitoba?” and will feature James Bed-
ford, president of the Manitoba Teachers’ 
Society. On March 10, Katie Ward, pres-
ident of the National Farmers Union, will 
discuss “Food Security: Corporate Control 
and Climate Crisis.”

Nora Loreto, a writer and activist, will 
speak at the third event, entitled “Spin-
ning COVID: Politicians and the Media 
Kept us in the Dark” and held on Apr. 14. 
Finally, University of Manitoba professor 
David Camfield will give a talk called 
“Future on Fire: Is a Just Transition Possi-

ble?” on May 12. 
Antony says the COVID-19 pandemic 

has increased public and media interest in 
the CCPA. “The pandemic has really laid 
bare the kinds of inequities and injustices 
that are built into our kind of colonial, cap-
italist society,” he says.

Jelynn Dela Cruz, a local community or-
ganizer, believes there is a strong desire for 
progressive policies in Manitoba.

“I think that there is certainly an appetite 
for evidence-based, people-focused policy, 
because Manitobans are watching in real 
time just how detrimental the after-effects 
of mismanagement, putting systems above 
the people they serve and starving our pub-
lic services can be,” she says in an email to 
The Uniter.

“I believe the pandemic has been a harsh 
awakening for many of our community 
members who are now learning firsthand 
just how impactful public policy is, espe-
cially in times of crisis,” Cruz says.

“From what I’ve seen, the surge in activ-
ism over the past few years is a mix of the 
politically active and those with non-activ-
ist backgrounds.”

Cruz, who is running for the provincial 
NDP nomination for Radisson, says her 
personal experience has motivated her to 
become more politically active during the 
past few years.

“I come from a family that, politically 
avoidant as it is, has lived at the intersec-
tion of a high volume of harmful policy de-
cisions made by the Conservative govern-
ment,” she says. Her mother is a nurse, and 
her father is a school caretaker.

For more information on the Speak-
ing Up Winter Series and how to ac-
cess the events’ Zoom links, visit  
bit.ly/3L57NbD. All events start at 7 p.m.

The Red Cross is known around the world 
for its humanitarian work, providing support 
during everything from natural disasters to 
civil wars. Generations of Canadians have 
also known the Canadian Red Cross through 
their popular swimming programs, which 
the organization recently announced would 
be ending after 76 years.

Rishona Hyman, founder and owner of 
Winnipeg-based Aqua Essence Swim Acade-
my, says this news was completely unexpected 
to everyone in her industry. 

“It just came as a huge, sudden shock and 
surprise, and it sent waves across the aquatic 
community across Canada,” she says. Hy-
man’s swim academy uses the Red Cross’ 
curriculum.

The program, which was founded in 1946 
following a large number of drowning deaths, 
will end by December 2022. To date, more 
than 40 million Canadians have completed 
the program.

“The Red Cross has felt the crunch (of the 
COVID-19 pandemic) like everyone else. 
They are very busy with their humanitarian 
efforts and disaster relief, and I think they 
just needed to put more resources into that,” 
Hyman says.

According to their Jan. 12 press release, the 
Canadian Red Cross is “encouraging its wa-
ter-safety training partners to transition to the 
swim and lifeguarding programs of the Life-
saving Society Canada through the course of 
this year.”

Ashlyn Argo, a first-year student at the 
University of Winnipeg, took swimming les-
sons that followed the Red Cross program for 
approximately eight years. 

“I think Red Cross lessons definitely pro-
vided a good foundation for swimming and 
safety in and around bodies of water,” she says 
in a statement to The Uniter.

Argo adds that the skills she learnt in these 
lessons were applicable to other activities.

“I learnt all my basics for swimming with 
Red Cross in past years, (and) I received cer-
tification for sailing tall ships, which required 
knowledge that I learnt in lessons when I was 
younger,” she says.

Part of the attraction of the Red Cross pro-
gram is that it was available at public facilities.

“The programs also had a fairly accessible 
cost for most,” Argo says.

For instance, the City of Winnipeg cur-
rently offers Red Cross Learn to Swim cours-
es, with costs ranging from $55 to $108 for 
the preschool and Swim Kids programs. Sub-
sidies are available for lower-income families. 

While most of the Red Cross’ swimming 
program is ending, some aspects will remain 
operational in Indigenous communities, 
which have disproportionately high rates of 
water-related deaths. 

“I am glad to hear that the program will 
continue in First Nations communities, and 
I’m hoping Lifesaving Society Canada is able 
to provide similar programs providing just as 
equal accessibility,” Argo says.

Hyman, who has long been involved in the 
swimming community, says this is a moment 
that will leave many people feeling nostalgic 
or sad.

“It was part of your Canadian identity in so 
many ways,” she says.

IN SEARCH OF POLICY 
ALTERNATIVES
CCPA holds speaker series over Zoom

RED CROSS SWIM 
PROGRAM TO WIND 
DOWN
Announcement ‘sent waves’ across Canada

Wayne Antony is a founding member of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives’ Manitoba office.
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So far, The Conversation Canada (TCC) 
has run two workshops with the Universi-
ty of Winnipeg (U of W) in 2022 and will 
run additional sessions on Feb. 4 about re-
search communication and on Feb. 7 and 11 
about science research communication. As a 
founding member of TCC, the publication’s 
partnership with the U of W provides jour-
nalistic opportunities to researchers at the 
university. 

TCC is part of an international network 
of publications that provides a journalistic 
platform to academic authors. “It’s a dif-
ferent form of journalism, but, essentially, 
it operates like a newsroom,” Scott White, 
CEO and editor-in-chief of TCC, says. “We 
have freelance writers at universities across 
Canada, and we both assign stories to au-
thors and (have) authors pitch to us as well.”

The first Conversation publication 
was founded in 2011 in Australia. TCC 
launched in English in June 2017 and in 
French in December 2018. Internationally, 
there are Conversation outlets focused on 
platforming academics from Australia, Afri-
ca, France, Indonesia, New Zealand, Spain, 
the United Kingdom and the United States. 

“Our audience is a general audience, not 
an academic audience,” White says. “From 
the author’s point of view, it’s an opportunity 
for them to get their knowledge out to the 

wider public (what some people in academia 
call ‘knowledge mobilization’), but from a 
journalistic perspective, it’s just a great op-
portunity for us to have access to people who 
are writing on subject matters where they 
have proven expertise.”

“If they’re being publicly funded, then 
the public should benefit from their knowl-
edge,” he says.  “But our sole purpose is to 
produce good journalism.”

Lauren Bosc, program officer of research 
partnerships in the office of the vice-presi-
dent of research and innovation at the U of 
W, says “the partnership that we have with 
The Conversation Canada has been an ex-
ceptional way for researchers to make their 
research more accessible.”

She notes that since the TCC’s founding, 
U of W faculty, postgraduate students and 
master’s students have published 66 articles, 
which have been read 1,039,262 times and 
commented on more than 300 times. Forty 
per cent of readers of articles by U of W  re-
searchers are from the United States, 20 per 
cent are from Canada, and the remaining 40 
per cent read from other countries around 
the world.

Bosc says the platform “is such a great re-
source for researchers who want to take that 
first step of taking the writing format, the 
very traditional, publishing a book or article, 

and doing it in a way that can reach a greater 
audience.” 

This fits in with the research office’s larger 
goal of supporting research at the U of W 
by providing faculty members and students 
with resources and helping them develop 
their ideas at all phases of their research 
projects and mobilize their work in a posi-
tive way. 

Bosc says “research in Canada is for sure 
growing and changing all the time, and it 

means researchers are constantly needing 
to be critically thinking about how they 
do their publicly funded research into the 
hands of people who are affected by it.” 

Specifically, he cites a move towards 
greater consideration for equity, diversity 
and inclusion and the relationships between 
academics who study Indigenous commu-
nities and those Indigenous communities 
themselves. 

OPENING ACADEMIC 
CONVERSATIONS  
TO ALL
The Conversation Canada brings U of W  
research to the public

Scott White is the CEO and editor-in-chief of The Conversation Canada, which provides academic 
authors a platform for journalism.
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THE UNITER IS SEEKING  
A CAMPUS REPORTER

The Uniter is seeking a hardworking student/alum and  
experienced writer who is passionate about campus politics, 

news and events to fill the position of Campus Reporter. 

The successful candidate will possess strong research and 
interviewing skills as well as demonstrate a critical eye for 

news content.

Visit uniter.ca/jobs for more information.

CAMPUS



 

Klinic Health Services
Klinic on campus is once again avail-
able to provide virtual appointments to 
the University community.  For more 
information, please visit uwinnipeg.ca/
student-wellness/health-services.html 

Webinar Wednesdays
Student Services staff share some 
valuable strategies and tips to help 
you succeed at UWinnipeg.  Upcoming 
dates/topics for these Zoom webinars 
include: 

Feb. 9 - Budgeting and Financial Litera-
cy – Money Smart Lessons

Feb. 16  - Building Resiliency, 12:30-
1:00 pm

March 2 - Preparing for Spring Term 
Registration

March 9 - Developing your own Per-
sonal Brand: Part 1 “What makes me 
Unique?” 

March 16 - Developing your own Per-
sonal Brand: Part 2 “How to Brag about 
Yourself”

March 23 - Applying for Loans and 
Bursaries

March 30 - Planning for Spring Term

All sessions are from 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
via Zoom.  For more information and to 
register online, please go to:  
uwinnipeg.ca/student-services/webi-
nar-wednesdays.html

Fall/Winter Term Courses – Final 
Withdrawal Date
The final day to withdraw from a Fall/
Winter Term (U2021FW) class is Feb. 
16. No refund is applicable. Courses are 
dropped through WebAdvisor using the 
“Student Planning/Registration” link.

Reading Week
Winter Term Reading Week is Feb. 20 – 
26.  No classes all week.  The University 
will be closed on Louis Riel Day, Feb. 21.  

Student ID Cards
New students for Winter Term and 
others who need an ID card:  The next 
deadline for ordering your card is com-
ing up on Feb. 2 (for pick up Feb. 4).  

For instructions, please go to:  
uwinnipeg.ca/accepted-students/get-
ting-ready/student-id-cards.html

UWinnipeg Award Applications 
Now Open
For current students: 

• Winter 2022 Bursaries - Online 
application deadline Feb. 1. uwinni-
peg.ca/awards/apply-for-awards/
index.html

• UWSA Student Conference/Travel 
Fund Award - Online application 
deadline March 15. https://www.
uwinnipeg.ca/awards/apply-for-
awards/index.html

For new students: 

• 2022-23 Entrance Awards - On-
line application deadline March 1. 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/awards/
apply-for-awards/index.html

2022-23 President’s Scholarship for 
World Leaders – web application form 
now open; deadlines vary by term 
start and program of entry (PACE, 
ELP, Collegiate, Undergraduate, Grad-
uate Studies). uwinnipeg.ca/awards/
awards-bursaries-and-scholarships/
international-students.html

Winter Term Courses – Final  
Withdrawal Date
The final day to withdraw from a Winter 
Term class is March 16. No refund is ap-
plicable. Courses are dropped through 
WebAdvisor using the “Student Plan-
ning/Registration” link.

Student Services Goes Remote
Departments in Student Services are 
now offering their services remotely. No 
appointments for in-person meetings 
are available.  Please see this webpage 
for details about each department: 
uwinnipeg.ca/student-services

Use the myVisit App
Need some help from staff in Student 
Central and/or Academic & Career 
Services? Download the myVisit app 
today. The myVisit app enables students 
to add themselves to a virtual line for 
drop-in Zoom sessions at Student Cen-
tral.  The app can also be used to book 
appointments for a Zoom meeting with 
an academic or career advisor. Appoint-
ments with advisors can also be booked 
through the website: www.myvisit.com.

Dr. Ed Cloutis became involved in plane-
tary exploration while obtaining his mas-
ter’s degree in the United States. Origi-
nally from the Toronto area, he continued 
that interest upon his return to Canada. 
He spends his spare time on his work.

“My hobby kind of leads me into my 
work,” Cloutis says.

Cloutis’ 30-year involvement with plane-
tary remote sensing led to him being asked 
to assist with NASA’s Mars missions. 

“I’ve been involved with exploring Mars 

for a long time, so when NASA started 
thinking about developing the (Persever-
ance) rover, I was asked by colleagues in 
the US to join the team putting together 
plans,” he says. 

Those plans refer to decisions about the 
kind of science instruments to add to the 
Perseverance rover. In fact, Cloutis’ con-
nection to the instruments chosen for the 
rover naturally led to his involvement with 
the mission.

At the University of Winnipeg, Cloutis 
has five students involved in the rover’s 
day-to-day operations. “They have defined 
roles in the mission in terms of helping to 
decide where the rover should go and what 
rocks it should look at,” Cloutis says. “The 
students are apparently enjoying the cool 
experience, and I tend to believe them.”

Asked about NASA’s future plans, 
Cloutis speculates, “If there’s money and 
interest, then we follow up with human 

missions. It’s great we’re exploring Mars 
with robots, but for me it would be so cool 
to send astronauts to the surface of Mars 
and see it through human eyes.”

—
What is the best thing about your 
work?

“We’re looking to discover new things. 
We’re looking to answer the question of 
whether life evolved on other planets. 
The other thing is I’m involved with the 
mission and the discovery process.”

What do you like about Winnipeg?

“The vibe at the university.”

If you could have any superpower, 
what would it be?

“The ability to f ly like a bird.”

MY WORK IS  
MY HOBBY 
Dr. Ed Cloutis, professor, Department of  
Geography, U of W
ARMANDE MARTINE 1MANDE7FEATURES REPORTER
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In 2018, the United Nations released 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) report, which detailed 
how humanity is majorly screwed if we 
don’t significantly limit CO2 emissions by 
2030. At our current consumption rate, our 
planet’s temperature will rise over the 1.5°C 
deemed “safe.”

This should have sent every government 
body into swift action: funding public tran-
sit, investing in renewable energy sources 
and terminating Canada’s love affair with 
pipelines. 

But even with a 2021 IPCC remind-

er that time is running out, most citizens 
likely haven’t seen much change from their 
governments. 

In October 2021, when St. Boniface 
Coun. Matt Allard suggested the city invest 
more into active transportation, North Kil-
donan Coun. Jeff Browaty said “We live in 
a car-oriented city, and that’s going to stay 
the way it is.”

In a way, Browaty is right. Although he 
was talking about bike lanes, he could just 
as easily have been talking about improv-
ing Winnipeg’s transit system. If the City 
doesn’t start funding better public transit, 

why would anyone want to take the often 
late, overcrowded and complicated bus?

The City of Winnipeg’s 2019 Climate Ac-
tion Plan says personal vehicles account for 
81 per cent of weekday trips. Those personal 
vehicles contribute 32.1 per cent of the city’s 
total greenhouse-gas emissions. That’s more 
than any other contributing factor. 

To attempt to meaningfully reduce these 
CO2 emissions, the City needs to make it 
unappealing to use a car as a primary mode 
of transportation, not resign itself to being 
a “car-oriented city.” 

The City of Winnipeg announced in 
their most recent Transit Master Plan that 
the city will begin switching to zero-emis-
sion buses (ZEBs) this year, aiming to re-
place 30 per cent of all buses with ZEBs by 
2030. By 2047, the city will fully transition 
to ZEBs. 

Switching to electric vehicles sounds 
great in theory. But is that what Winni-
peg needs most right now? City buses only 
account for 0.8 per cent of the city’s total 
emissions. Personal vehicles produce more 

than 40 times that amount.
Instead of tackling car culture or in-

vesting in active-transit lanes, the City 
is spending approximately $280 million 
eliminating what is currently less than 1 
per cent of Winnipeg’s total emissions. 
Our city’s problem isn’t that our buses are 
massive polluters. Our problem is that not 
enough people take the bus. 

The Canadian Centre for Policy Alterna-
tives states in its 2018 alternative city bud-
get, Imagine a Winnipeg, that only 10 per 
cent of all weekday trips are taken by bus. 

An electric bus isn’t necessarily one that 
gets you to work in a comparable amount 
of time to a car, shows up on time or even 
gets you from point A to point B without 
multiple transfers, all of which Winnipeg-
gers outlined as their actual concerns in the 
Transit Master Plan.  

What ZEBs do is make Winnipeg’s city 
council look like they’re trying to be green-
er, effectively greenwashing city policy in-
stead of taking meaningful climate action.

ONE GREEN CITY
Make busing better, not electric

COLUMN

ALLYN LYONS COLUMNIST ALLYNLYONS
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DIVERSIONS

HOROSCOPES
Mercury retrograde ends on 
Thursday, February 3, at 11:12 P.M.

As the planet of communication stands still in the sky, 
there can be intensified delays and hold-ups. Before it 
moves forward again, it pauses.

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

The vibe will be easy today, sweet Ram, though 
it could put you in a sleepy or lofty mood. Your 
daydreams could easily tempt you away from 
your work as your subconscious searches 
for an escape from everyday life. Do your 
best to stay grounded, but give yourself room 
for creativity. Pay attention to your thoughts 
later this afternoon when the moon cozies up 
to dreamy Neptune, unlocking your hidden 
desires. As the day comes to a close, try to get 
some journaling in when Luna blows a kiss to 
Mercury, bringing a rush of creative intellect 
your way.

Today could be emotional for you, little Lion, as 
the Pisces moon encourages you to purge any 
feelings or baggage that no longer serves you. 
The temptation to put on a brave face and push 
through the day will be real, but try not to run 
away from what’s going on in your heart and 
mind. A helpful connection between the moon 
and Neptune will bring major healing your way 
later in the afternoon, so be sure to light some 
candles, take a deep breath, and allow these 
vibes to wash over you. As the day comes to a 
close, try to get a cleansing bath in to round out 
the day’s cosmic theme.

Getting out of bed could feel like a struggle 
today, dear Archer, as the Pisces will certainly 
have ushered sweet dreams into your psyche. 
While the temptation to lay around your house 
all day will be real, you’ll gain much satisfaction 
from the work that you do complete. Though, if 
you’re in a position to take the day off in favor 
of relaxation, go for it! This afternoon will bring 
you to an emotionally sensitive yet imaginative 
headspace when Luna cozies up to dreamy 
Neptune. As the day comes to a close, try to 
touch base with any motherly figures in your 
life, as they’re likely curious to know how you’re 
doing.

Take a moment to try and recall your dreams 
last night, dear Crab, as the Pisces moon could 
be carrying with it messages from beyond the 
veil. Try to note any symbolism, numbers, or 
colors that strongly impact you within both the 
dream and waking worlds, as there could be 
hidden meaning in even the most mundane of 
circumstances. A connection between Luna 
and Jupiter later this afternoon will blast open 
your third eye, making it the perfect time for 
you to get a meditation session in or pull a few 
tarot cards to gain clarity on your path ahead.

Everyone knows that relaxation is essential for 
maintaining a healthy body and mind, and for 
you, sweet Libra, no statement could be truer. 
As the moon continues to journey through 
tranquil Pisces, it’ll be important that you’re 
taking time out to recharge your batteries. 
Give yourself permission to go slow right 
now, especially this afternoon when the moon 
cozies up to therapeutic Neptune. Embracing 
ways to heal with water will also be quite 
affecting in your journey to wellness, inspiring 
you to indulge in herbal teas, aromatherapy 
diffusers, and perhaps even a Himalayan salt 
bath complete with your favorite essential oils.

Debbie Harry once said, “dreaming is free,” 
dear Aquarius, but today it’s okay to invest a 
bit of cash into your fantasies. With the Pisces 
moon active in your second house, now is the 
perfect time to materialize the things you wish 
for. If your plans for the future are a little too 
large to actualize at the moment, take some 
time to lay out a financial plan for yourself so 
that you can finally harvest on your hard work. 
A connection between Luna and Neptune this 
evening will cause your surroundings to feel 
more beautiful than usual, making it the perfect 
time to tap into your gratitude. 

If you’ve been wanting to embrace creative 
collaboration, you should consider calling a 
meeting with your partner today as the moon 
continues its journey through inspirational 
Pisces. These vibes are perfect for sharing 
ideas with people riding the same wavelength 
as you, especially if you hope to work together 
as a team. The energy will become especially 
imaginative this afternoon when Luna cozies up 
to dreamy Neptune. Use this cosmic climate to 
brainstorm ideas while painting a picture for the 
future, but don’t completely disregard logistics 
or practicality, or your fantasies may never 
materialize into the reality you seek.

The temptation to get swept away in romantic 
notions will be real right now, but try not to let 
your fantasies detract from your productivity, 
dear Virgo. While it’s totally okay to live in your 
head now and then, your daydreams could 
begin to take over this afternoon when the moon 
cozies up to hazy Neptune. If you’re able to skip 
out on work for the rest of the day, this would be 
the ideal time to escape into a creative project 
or hike. Later this evening, Luna blows a kiss 
to your ruling planet, Mercury, boosting your 
confidence and sense of self.

Your worlds will come out like poetry today, dear 
Sea-Goat, as the Pisces moon brings luminance 
to the sector of your chart that governs 
communication. These vibes are perfect for 
getting your point across without alienating 
others, making it the ideal time to make your 
case on any issues that have been causing you 
grief lately. Try to get some journaling in later 
this afternoon when Luna and dreamy Neptune 
form a cosmic alliance. Your mind can take you 
to some truly extraordinary places right now, 
but if you don’t take notes on your thoughts. You 
could very easily forget them before evening 
rolls in.

Your professional fantasies can become a 
reality today, as the Pisces moon shines a 
light on the sector of your chart that governs 
career matters. However, you’ll need to be 
proactive about going after the work you 
want. The temptation to blend in and wait 
for an opportunity to strike could get real, so 
you’ll need to be mindful about maintaining 
visibility with your superiors. Later this 
evening, Luna connects with your ruling 
planet, Mercury, asking you to go deep within 
your conversations. Feel free to share your 
deepest desires with the people you feel 
closest with, as they may have insight on how 
you can achieve them.

You’ll find a perfect balance between ego and 
grace today, dear Scorpio, as the Pisces moon 
boosts your confidence while strengthening 
your compassion for others. Your shining aura 
will act as a beacon of light and inspiration right 
now, especially if you lead with a kind and open 
disposition. You may become something of an 
enigma to your friends as you float through the 
day with poise and warmth. Use this afternoon 
to reconnect with any creative projects you’ve 
been working on when the moon joins hands 
with inspired Neptune. As the day comes to a 
close, be sure to curl up with a good book, as 
your mind will require stimulation.

The moon continues its journey through your 
sign today, little Fish, boosting your popularity as 
the universe puts you at the center of attention. 
While you’re not always the first person to jump 
into the spotlight, you should allow yourself to 
enjoy the extra affection being directed your 
way. Take some time to reconnect with your 
dreams later in the afternoon, when Luna 
cozies up to your modern ruler, Neptune. These 
vibes will be particularly empowering when it 
comes to actualizing your fantasies, so be sure 
to tell the universe where you could use some 
help with your manifestation game. 

SOURCE: ASTROLOGY.COM

It's Aquarius season!
Aquarius is the eleventh sign of the zodiac, and Aquarians 
are the perfect representatives for the Age of Aquarius. 
Those born under this horoscope sign have the social con-
science needed to carry us into the new millennium. Those 
of the Aquarius zodiac sign are humanitarian, philanthropic, 
and keenly interested in making the world a better place. 
Along those lines, they’d like to make the world work better, 
which is why they focus much of their energy on our social 
institutions and how they work (or don’t work).
Aquarians are visionaries, progressive souls who love to 
spend time thinking about how things can be better. They 
are also quick to engage others in this process, which is why 
they have so many friends and acquaintances. Making the 
world a better place is a collaborative effort for Aquarians.

Dates— 
January 20 –  
February 18
Symbol— 
The Water-Bearer
Mode + Element—  
Fixed Air

Ruling Planet— 
Saturn & Uranus
House— 
Eleventh
Mantra— 
"I Know."

Tarot Card— 
The Star
Colors— 
Silver & Blue
Body Part— 
The Shins

Those born with the Water-Bearer as their rising, sun, or moon sign have a clear 
objective, yet intelligent and inventive energy in their core personality, like the icy 
heart of winter.
As a fixed sign, The Water-Bearer holds the qualities of being a sustainer, making 
those with Aquarius prominent in their charts great at dedicating themselves 
to projects, and tenaciously sticking to their social principals. Ruled by Saturn, 
Aquarians can be thought of as the “reformers” of the zodiac that challenge and test 
the societal conventions we have built to see if they are still relevant and inclusive.
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GET  
PUBLISHED!
The Uniter is seeking volunteer  
writers, illustrators and  
photographers.

You don’t need experience, just 
a desire to tell stories!

For more information, email Holly at  
volunteer@uniter.ca.


