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The CBC
Where quality is job #1

John Gaudes, Brooke Dmytriw, Sonya 
howard, Lorelei Leona, Sarah reilly, 

Brian rice, ashley Faintuch, Matt 
austman, Becki Froese, Lynnette 

McLarty, ryan Suche, Jaya Beange, 
Dunja Kovacevic, Jaan narvanen, 
crystal Laderas, Timothy Penner, 
Sagan Morrow, Michael Friesen,  
J. williamez, Kathleen cerrer,

Shosana Funk, antoinette  
Dycksman, cindy Titus, Jill Brown, 

aranda adams, Miguel McKenna, Mark 
reimer, Jonathan Dyck, will Gibson,  

Jon Sorokowski.
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news

by AndREW MCMonAgLE

Q: WhaT Can Be BeTTer done To prevenT  
landlord aBuses of TenanTs?

sheila hildebrand  
project manager for a 
building management 
company 
“better communication. 
you can’t just assume 
they’re always doing the 
right thing. you have to 
be responsible for your 
own life.”

Kabir Kaler 
first-year psychology/
criminal justice 
“A mediator in the build-
ing. notices can be given 
to people to let them 
know of their rights.”

Claudette harris 
nurse with health Canada 
“When they hand out the 
leases, they should advise 
them of their rights.”

Colin Tocher 
building manager, 
Brydges Management 
Company 
“Landlords have to 
follow the law just 
like anybody else. City 
inspectors have to 
clamp down and the 
younger generation 
should learn the rules.”

Jacob Kuir 
second-year biochemistry 
“need a third person 
watching the case. Regula-
tion checking.”

elisa Contreras  
fourth-year anthro-
pology 
“get the word out 
more effectively. The 
Spence neighbour-
hood Association has 
workshops in what are 
tenants' rights.”

looKing for lisTings? 

campus & community listings and  
volunteer opportunities  page 7
music  page 10, Film  page 14 
galleries and literature  page 13, 
theatre, dance and comedy  page 15
awards and Financial aid  page 18

will removal of trees 
along highway help 
or harm visibility?

eThaN CaBel
BeaT reporTer

Several trees were removed recently 
from along the Trans-Canada 
Highway after the reconstruction 
of a 22.4-kilometre stretch of east-
bound lanes.

The government insists the trees 
were removed to improve visibility. 
But removal of trees along high-
ways and roads seems to contradict 
the province's previous practice of 
using long stretches of tree line, or 
shelter belts, to block blowing snow 
and dust, and to protect against soil 
erosion.

The highway section runs from 
Deacon's Corner east of Winnipeg 
to the PTH 12 overpass. The re-
construction involved installing 
new culverts to increase drainage, 
reconstructing the lanes and re-
moving trees and brush at several 
intersections.

"Thanks to our investment, 
this stretch of the Trans-Canada 
Highway is safer for Manitobans 
and all of the visitors to our prov-
ince who travel on this road," 
Minister Vic Toews, president of 
the treasury board, said in a release 
at the end of October. "We're im-
proving infrastructure to improve 
our quality of life, while boosting 
our regional economy by creating 
jobs."

Tara Sawchuk, employee at 
Winnipeg's Concordia Hospital, 
disagrees. She commutes daily from 
Portage la Prairie to Winnipeg and 
said trees along the highway help 
visibility rather than harm it.

"Every winter we get a whit-
eout," she said. "The trees ... defi-
nitely help block blowing snow."

Trees are particularly good at 
blocking snow blowing horizon-
tally and halting drifting snow near 
to the ground. Visibility conditions 
during a whiteout often cause driv-
ers to stop their vehicles entirely, 
said Sawchuk.

Josh Brandon is the Living 
Green co-ordinator of Resource 
Conservation Manitoba, a non-
profit environmental centre. He 
said shelter belts have been a part 
of the infrastructure in Manitoba 
since the Dust Bowl of the 1930s.

"Before we had wind blockage 
with trees, thousands of tons of soil 
was lost due to the wind," he said. 
"This [tree removal] just seems like 
a step backward."

Spokespeople for infrastructure 
and transportation minister Steve 
Ashton do not believe the trees 
were shelter belts at all because they 
were placed along intersections of 
the highway.

The government maintains that 
Mulder Construction and the 
Nelson River contractors responsi-
ble for the reconstruction saw the 
trees as a nuisance. Nelson River 
could not provide any new infor-
mation on a government contract.

David Lobb is a soil science 
professor at the University of 
Manitoba. He believes the trees sat 
at the north side of the highway 

and the south side of the adjacent 
fields, while shelter belts are usu-
ally planted on the north and west 
sides of fields, indicating that the 
removed trees were not shelter belts 
but were once meant to increase 
visibility and have now become a 
traffic hazard.

"[In this case] the shelter belts 
are primarily for the purposes of 
improving visibility during snow 
storms, and would have very little 

benefit to agricultural land," he 
said in an e-mail.

The reconstruction was a $39 
million investment as part of the 
federal government's economic 
stimulus measures and phase one 
of a plan to reconstruct both sides 
of the highway. The cost was split 
between the federal and provincial 
government.

The scenic route: Trees along the Trans-canada highway used to protect against blowing 
snow and soil erosion.
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If a tree falls near the Trans-Canada...
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legislaTure seT To resuMe
The Manitoba Legislature is set to 
resume on Monday, nov. 30. This session 
is planned to last two weeks. The major 
focus will be weathering the global 
financial meltdown. Government house 
leader Bill Blaikie is optimistic.
“This will be the first session for a new 
cabinet that reflects a great deal of 
experience but also includes new faces 
and new energy,” he said in a release.

noveMBer sun Brings deCeMBer 
Clouds for loCal agriCulTure
with a surprisingly long autumn season 
in progress, the Manitoba agriculture, 
Food and rural initiatives (MaFri) has 
decided that crop burning can go on a 
little bit longer on local farms. Permits 
are required to burn crop residue and 
normally the province only grants the 
permits until nov. 15. This year, however, 
thanks to a burst of warm weather in the 
recent weeks, the date has been pushed 
back to Friday, Dec. 4.

neW voTing MaChines are 
ready for purChase
after 15 years of using the last round 
of electronic ballot counters, the 
city of winnipeg is ready to spend $1 
million on 230 new cutting-edge ballot 
counters, according to cBc news. These 
voting machines will assist the visually 
impaired and cut down on voter fraud. 
The machines are about the size of 
a laptop and able to scan a ballot in a 
fraction of a second, according to senior 
elections official Mark Lemoine. Lemoine 
cautioned that, like vending machines 
with bills, it will be very difficult to slip 
a fake ballot into these new machines. 
The machines should be in use at the 
next civic election, which takes place on 
wednesday, Oct. 27, 2010.

CiTy CapiTal BudgeT announCed
with $430 million ready to be spent by 
the city of winnipeg, the biggest boosts 
will come to the assiniboine Park and 
waverley west. according to cBc news, 
the mayor’s cabinet recently announced 
the scaled-back budget, which notably 
includes $8 million for redevelopment 
at assiniboine Park and $54.7 million for 
a network of roads to connect the new 
waverley west neighbourhood.
The city will spend less in 2010 than in 
2009, when the budget was $476 million. 
Mayor Sam Katz said that despite the 
tough economic times, the city is forging 
ahead on major expenditures.

311 hiTs The WeB
Ten months after winnipeg's 311 was 
initiated, the telephone service's 
information database is going online, 
according to cBc news. it can be 
accessed through a tab on the city’s 
home page and surfers can send their 
online requests to the appropriate city 
department. The new site also includes 
a satisfaction survey where people can 
voice their opinion on a number of issues 
going on in winnipeg. along with the new 
website, winnipeggers with questions 
can still call the number at 311 or e-mail 
the service at 311@winnipeg.ca.

local 
News Briefs 
compiled by John Gaudes

Transmission line must 
be built soon to ensure 
power 'reliability,' hydro 
minister says

eThaN CaBel
BeaT reporTer

Many critics are questioning the wisdom of 
building Bipole III, a multi-billion dollar 
Manitoba Hydro transmission line, along the 
west side of the province rather than cutting 
costs along the east.

The Progressive Conservatives, the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation and other af-
filiated experts believe that a west-side line is a 
mistake that will cost Manitoba Hydro up to 
$1.4 billion more than if it were constructed 
along the east side of Lake Winnipeg. The 
line will stretch 400 to 600 kilometres longer 
than an east-side route.

At a Nov. 17 hearing at the Manitoba 
Legislature, Manitoba Hydro chief executive 
officer Robert Brennan and chair of the board 
Vic Schroeder fielded several questions from 
the opposition. Among them was the cost for 
construction and maintenance of what could 
be 600 kilometres of extra line.

Critics maintain that Hydro has been se-
cretive over the additional costs for the longer 
west-side route.

"We have tried to get answers," said Cliff 
Cullen, Progressive Conservative (PC) critic 
for Manitoba Hydro. "Mr. Brennan has been 
evasive on the subject of the actual additional 
cost for the west-side line."

Although Brennan has not given esti-
mates, the government says the PCs have ex-
aggerated the additional costs.

"I think the numbers are a bit unsubstan-
tiated, and we're listening to the same exag-
gerations," said Rosann Wowchuk, minister 
responsible for Manitoba Hydro. "People 
talk about the risks and costs but not the im-
portance of this west-side line."

The decision to construct the line along 
the west side was ultimately made to help 
ensure Manitoba's boreal forest, located 
on the east side of Lake Winnipeg, will re-
ceive heritage designation by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO). A hydro line 
would jeopardize the possibility of that des-
ignation, according to Wowchuck.

The opposition, based on statements made 
by former UNESCO official Jim Collinson, 
believes that heritage designation could 
be granted despite the transmission line. 

Collinson said that a development like hydro 
would not affect the designation.

"You need to be clear what designation 
you're talking about," said Kelly Whelan-
Enns, a public relations research specialist 
for Manitoba Wildlands, a non-profit envi-
ronmental organization. "Some designation 

allows for development, some doesn't ... peo-
ple just can't make blanket statements [that 
UNESCO will permit development]."

Wowchuk did not know, however, the 
conditions for UNESCO designation of the 
boreal forest, making it unclear whether the 
organization allows for development in this 
case.

"Jim Collinson has not been with 
UNESCO for over 20 years. How can he 
speculate on their current operations?" she 
said.

Bipole III is meant to improve reliability 
by connecting the northern power generating 
complex with the delivery system in southern 
Manitoba. It will be built in large part to pre-
vent power outages and is meant to help en-
ergy sales with the United States.

"If you listen to Manitoba Hydro ... we 
must build as soon as possible for reliability," 
said Wowchuk.

Whelan-Enns agrees that the UNESCO 
designation is highly important for the fu-
ture of the east side and the protection of 
Manitoba's boreal forests.

"The Boreal is an incalculable cultural re-
source," he said. "[The UNESCO designa-
tion] would clean up management issues 
on the east side and provide networks in 
the community [for tourism and economic 
growth]."

"[hydro ceo robert] 
Brennan has been evasive 
on the subject of the actual 
additional cost for the west-
side line." 
—cLiFF cULLen,  
Pc criTic FOr ManiTOBa hyDrO

The power that must be: growing energy demands in 
winnipeg are increasing pressure on hydro to build 
its transmission line, wherever it goes.

An
ToIn
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West-side line is a $1.4 billion  
mistake, critics say

The (cOnDenSeD) DeBaTe
What the critics say:
 a west-side line will cost between $1 
billion and $1.4 billion more than an east-
side line, running 400 to 600 kilometres 
longer.
 The line can be built along the east 
side without compromising the UneScO 
designation.
 15 out of 16 First nations communities 
along the east-side believe a hydro line 
would be economically beneficial.
What the government says:
 a west-side line is required for the re-
liability of the hydro electric system.
 an east side line would jeopardize 
the possibility of a world heritage Site 
designation.
 heritage designation would benefit 
First nations more than a hydro line.

Devil’s Lake could 
overflow into Manitoba 
during flood season

CaITlIN laIrd
BeaT reporTer

Devil’s Lake could overflow in as little as three 
years, Manitoba Liberal leader Jon Gerrard 
and representatives from North Dakota told 
the public on Monday, Nov. 16.

Gerrard called this past year a “tipping 
point” for the controversial body of water 
and claims that the possibility the lake will 
overflow into Manitoba during peak flood 
season is now a certainty.

“Up until this year it was credible to think 
that the water levels would go down,” said 
Gerrard. “But this year there was so much 
additional water. The lake went up 3.5 feet 
and with no exit point. Within three years, 
we could have a huge amount of water com-
ing down in an uncontrollable fashion at the 
rate of 12,000 cubic feet per second for 96 
days.”

Devil’s Lake, located in North Dakota, 
has caused tension between Canada and 

the United States over sulphate levels and 
other possibly harmful organisms entering 
Canadian ecosystems through drainage into 
Lake Winnipeg.

Over the past few years, environmen-
tal groups such as Friends of the Earth have 
come out against an emergency outlet for 
Devil’s Lake, claiming it will adversely im-
pact water quality.

“We had boats on Devil's Lake for three 
days searching for known aquatic nuisance 
species and none were found. Neither were 
any viral agents,” said Michael Sauer, a 
water quality scientist for the North Dakota 
Department of Health.

Ramsey County commissioner Joe Belford 
said that should Devil's Lake overflow, 
“there are only two places it can go, into the 
Sheyenne and Red River."

The possibility of the damage done by the 
ensuing flood would be “frightful and devas-
tating,” he added.

Preparing for this outcome requires more 
action on the part of the provincial govern-
ment, said Gerrard.

“The way I see it, the provincial govern-
ment hasn’t shown leadership in recognizing 
the severity of the situation," he explained. 
"It could be as simple as putting down a rock 
base so there is less erosion. It might be pos-
sible to expand the existing outlet to six times 

its current capacity. That’s one option.”
Gerrard stressed that inaction and a lack of 

co-operation between the two nations could 
be the province's downfall.

“We have a vital interest in this. If no ac-
tion is taken, then you have this horrible 
scenario.”

Water fight reaches tipping point

RyAn JAnz
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sCoTCh on anTarCTiCa roCKs
caPe rOyDS, antarctica: Two crates 
of Scotch, abandoned during ernest 
Shackleton’s 1907-1909 antarctic 
expedition, were recovered from a hut 
at cape royds. The McKinlay & co. scotch 
was initially found three years ago and 
the ice-encased crates will be removed by 
the new Zealand antarctic heritage Trust. 
Shackleton’s South Pole expedition was 
abandoned in March 1909 as the winter 
ice started forming at sea. The team 
fell 160 kilometres short of reaching the 
South Pole. in the team’s haste, they left 
equipment and supplies in addition to the 
cases of Scotch. according to BBc news, 
distillers whyte and Mackay, makers of 
the McKinlay brand, are eager to gain 
access to the bottles in the hopes of 
gaining a sample of the extinct Scotch. 
The firm’s master blender would like 
to attempt recreating the blend. Trust 
spokesperson al Fastier said he did not 
plan on tasting the Scotch, preferring to 
leave the century-old bottles and let them 
preserve their South Pole mystique.

u.s. posTal serviCe 
CanCels ChrisTMas
nOrTh POLe, alaska: The U.S. Postal 
Service is discontinuing its Operation 
Santa program in the northern city after 
a registered sex offender was discovered 
volunteering at the Operation Santa 
program in Maryland. a postal worker 
recognized the pedophile and intervened 
before the person could respond to the 
child’s letter. The volunteers in the city 
of north Pole have answered the letters 
addressed to "Santa claus, north Pole" 
since 1954. north Pole is located near 
Fairbanks, alaska and has streets named 
Kris Kringle Drive and Santa claus Lane, and 
even has light stands resembling candy 
canes. The associated Press reported the 
postal service said it will continue to run 
its national Operation Santa program in 
other cities but letters will no longer be 
returned with "north Pole" postmark. 
Volunteers were still answering the 
letters but their responsibilities will cease 
unless the program is re-instated before 
christmas.

vagranTs Kill Man and sell 
parTs To KeBaB house
PerM, russia: Three homeless men were 
arrested after police suspected they killed, 
ate and sold another homeless man to a 
kebab house. Police began investigating 
the crime after dismembered body parts 
were found near a bus stop in the city. 
The three men had previous criminal 
records. according to reuters, the police 
department released a statement saying 
they believed the three men set upon the 
other man with knives and a hammer, 
chopping him up, eating a portion and 
selling other parts to a kiosk for kebabs 
and pies. The statement did not reveal 
whether kebab customers had also 
consumed the man.

WoMan uses faCeBooK 
To find assailanT
herTFOrDShire cOUnTy, england: a 
British woman used Facebook to find 
the person who slammed a glass in her 
face. Twenty-year old Jennifer wilson 
was assaulted by another woman at a 
club, leaving wilson with an inch-long 
bleeding gash below her eye. The attack 
was unprovoked. according to cBc news, 
wilson recognized some of her assailant's 
friends on Facebook and was able to 
track down ashleigh holliman by that 
means, searching through friends until 
successful. She provided holliman’s name 
to police. ashleigh holliman admitted to 
the crime and was sentenced to serve 120 
hours of community service.

International 
News Briefs 
compiled by Brooke Dmytriw

emPLoymeNT oPPorTUNITy
The University of Winnipeg’s weekly urban journal  

is looking for a hardworking individual who  
possesses superior writing and interviewing skills  

to take the position of beat reporter

Application deadline for this position is Friday, Dec. 4 at 12 
p.m. Interviews will take place during the week of Dec. 7.  

The beat reporter will work closely 
with the news team to write two 
assigned stories per week and ar-
range for corresponding visual 
content. They must also regularly 
write blog entries on The Uniter’s 
website. The chosen candidate 
will demonstrate a critical eye for 
news content and work well under 
the pressure of deadlines. Beat 
reporters must be able to work in 
collaboration with others as well 
as independently.  

Staff members are expected to at-
tend weekly staff meetings and ac-
tively engage in the development 
of their position throughout the 
course of their employment. 

This position is based on a 13-week 
term running Jan. 4, 2010 to apr. 2, 
2010. Payment is $60 per week. 

For further information, call 786-
9790 or e-mail editor@uniter.ca. 
references and at least three writ-
ing samples must be attached to 
resumes. Mail, or deliver resumes 
in person, to: 

The Uniter

OrM14 Bulman centre

515 Portage avenue

winnipeg, MB   r3B 2e9 

Or e-mail your application package 
to editor@uniter.ca. 

Only those applicants selected 
for interviews will be contacted. 
applications are encouraged from 
all interested parties.  

Should focus on 
bridging divide between 
aboriginals on reserves 
and those in urban areas, 
former opponent says

SoNya howard
volUNTeer STaff

Even though Assembly of First Nations 
(AFN) Grand Chief Shawn Atleo has trav-
elled extensively to meet with government 
and First Nations community representatives 
since being elected July 23, governance ex-
perts say it remains to be seen how these trav-
els will benefit those living on reserves.

Four months into his term, Atleo has fo-
cused on “organizing and building bridges,” 
said Frank Turner, political advisor to the 
grand chief of the Assembly of Manitoba 
Chiefs. As part of this process, Atleo held 
a virtual summit on H1N1 and signed an 
H1N1 communications protocol with the 
government.

Atleo is working on more issues in the 
coming months, said AFN communications 
manager Karen Pugliese. This includes ongo-
ing research on the McIvor case, in which the 
British Columbia Supreme Court ruled that 
amendments in 1985 to the Indian Act went 
against the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms.

Atleo will also seek Canada’s signature 

on the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

The major challenge Atleo faces, according 
to Turner, is the government’s willingness to 
work with the AFN national leader, regard-
less of who that leader is.

Not everyone has been impressed by 
Atleo's work so far.

“I have not noticed Atleo’s presence at 

all,” said Lorena Fontaine, faculty member 
with the University of Winnipeg Aboriginal 
Governance Program. “I have yet to get a 
sense of how the AFN has changed.”

This perceived lack of presence has less to 
do with Atleo himself and more to do with 
the larger issue of “disconnect between ab-
original organizations and people in the com-
munities,” said Bill Wilson, who ran against 
Atleo in the July AFN election.

More than half of Canada’s Aboriginal 
people live in urban centres as opposed to on 
reserve, according to 2006 census data. This 
leaves a large portion of Canada’s Aboriginal 
population unrepresented by the chiefs that 
make up the Assembly of First Nations.

Wilson points to this demographic shift to 
suggest that one of the AFN’s greatest chal-
lenges in the coming months will be to reaf-
firm its relevance in the lives of Aboriginal 
peoples across Canada.

It may be early to ask what Atleo has 
achieved after only four months in office, 
but according to Turner, Atleo received good 
feedback from First Nations on how to move 
forward in meeting their needs.

However, Wilson had hoped that Atleo 
would take up the cause of clean water.

“If your actions don’t improve life of the 
average individual in the community, then 
you’re not doing anything,” he said.

“i have yet to get a sense of 
how the aFn has changed.” 
—LOrena FOnTaine, UniVerSiTy OF winniPeG 
aBOriGinaL GOVernance PrOGraM

Since taking office, aFn Grand chief Shawn atleo 
has held conferences on h1n1 and plans to push for 
canada's signature on the United nations Declaration 
on the rights of indigenous Peoples.

PH
oTo SuPPLIEd

new chief focused on 'building bridges'

You don't have to be  
a student to contribute 

to the uniter. 

if you're interested  
in volunteering, the 
uniter is looking for  
writers, researchers, 
PhotograPhers and 

illustrators.

e-Mail editor@uniter.ca  
to sign uP.

read the discussion online at www.uniter.ca
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Twelve years of 
inflation throws 
business plans into 
question

SamUel SwaNSoN
BeaT reporTer

With the transfer of 7, 922 acres 
of provincial land to the federal 
government in early November, 
the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation 
(NCN) is one step closer in its 12-
year process winning back land 
owed to them. But it is still un-
known when the band will actually 
see any of the land and economic 
deals made with the band.

Provinces don’t have the author-
ity to hand land over; only the fed-
eral government does. Manitoba 
has fulfilled its portion of the trans-
action by transferring the land to 
the federal government. The NCN 
is left to wait an indefinite period 
until the federal government com-
pletes its transfer.

The 12-year gap between the ini-
tial stages of the transfer and the 

completion of the first transfer has 
already presented financial prob-
lems for the NCN.

The land being transferred is 
listed as "addition to reserve" 
(ATR), which is specifically for eco-
nomic growth. Business proposals 
are required before the process can 
begin.

Twelve years of inflation before a 
business plan can be implemented 
is problematic.

“While we’re waiting here, ev-
erything else goes up in price,” said 
NCN chief Jim Moore. “Even if 
they were made three to five years 
ago, business plans are affected ... 
As we speak, it’s costing money.”

In addition, land must be sur-
veyed and approved prior to trans-
fer. The annual budget for land 
surveying doesn’t always allow for 
all of the entitled land to be sur-
veyed within a specific time frame. 
Surveying can only be done during 
certain seasons.

There is also a shortage of quali-

fied surveyors, said aboriginal and 
northern affairs senior agreements 
co-ordinator Robert Wavey.

Land transfers are complicated, 
due chiefly to prior land claims, ac-
cording to Wavey.

“In this particular case, NCN 
makes land selections and some 
[land] will have third-party inter-
ests,” said Wavey. “If, for example, 

a First Nations chose land, there 
could be mining claims. [Another] 
third party interest could be a 
lodge.”

The recent land transfer is in ad-
dition to 25, 894 acres previously 
transferred for the NCN.

According to a provincial press 
release, "the remaining Crown land 
entitlement for the NCN is just 
under 27, 945 acres, for a total com-
mitment of 61, 761 acres."

“while we’re waiting 
here, everything else 
goes up in price.” 
—JiM MOOre, chieF OF niSichawayaSihK 
cree naTiOn

Economic deals go stale while First nations waits for land

The digital backwater
author and Boing Boing 
co-editor alarmed by 
state of canadian internet

gINger CooNS
The lINk (CoNCordIa UNIverSITy)

MONTREAL (CUP) – When Cory 
Doctorow talks, the Internet listens.

Doctorow is a co-editor at Boing Boing, 
a blog with a higher weekly readership than 
the Globe and Mail. He’s also a prolific au-
thor who makes all his books available for 
free download, including Little Brother, a 
dystopian young adult novel that spent six 
weeks on the New York Times children’s best-
seller list. Additionally, he's a crusader for fair 
copyright, equal access to the Internet and 
the right to privacy.

Major access barriers on the Internet in-
clude network caps, the upload and down-
load limits imposed by Internet service 
providers. According to Doctorow, those 
caps are bad for the economy.

“It punishes experimentation because you 
have to ration your network use. What this 
does is undermine entrepreneurship,” he 
said.

Although not reserved to Canada, the 
problem is so serious in this country that 
Toronto-born, London-based Doctorow 
once wrote that it was subpar Internet that 
would prevent him from moving back.

“Canada is really lagging among [na-
tions in the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development] in access, 
speed, cost and equality,” he said. Doctorow 
pointed to Internet speeds in nations like 
South Korea, which are four times faster than 
those in Canada.

Doctorow blamed the problem on the lack 
of competition in the Canadian telecommu-
nications industry.

“Somewhere out there,” said Doctorow, 
“there’s an entrepreneur who wants to pro-
vide the network that Canada deserves.”

The Internet isn’t the only thing Doctorow 
sees going wrong in Canada. He foresees 
problems with the enhanced driver’s li-
cences, currently being rolled out in Quebec, 
Ontario, Manitoba and British Columbia. 

Those licences are heavily reliant on biomet-
ric identification, such as fingerprints.

“Fingerprints leak like crazy. How many 
surfaces do you think you left your finger-
prints on today?” he asked.

Copying fingerprints is also easy. Doctorow 
recalled an event in March 2008 when a 
German hacker group released the finger-
print of German finance minister Wolfgang 
Schauble to protest biometric passports.

Enhanced Driver’s Licenses are being ad-
opted in order to comply with newly created 
American regulations on what constitutes 
an acceptable document for crossing the 
border.

“If all the other G20 nations were jump-
ing off western democracy and landing in 
a boiling pit of fascism, would you jump 
with them? That’s not a basis for good 
governance.”

But Doctorow has hope for the future of 
information policy.

“I would like to see a kind of informa-
tion bill of rights that mirrored the UN 
Declaration of Human Rights and that was 
widely accepted as kind of rote by people, 
where you didn't have to explain why privacy 
is important or why neutral networks are im-
portant,” said Doctorow.

Doctorow is currently on a North 
American tour for Makers, his latest novel. 
It’s freely available for download in a variety 
of formats from craphound.com/makers.

Sky-high studies
canadian students travel 
to norway to build and 
launch rocket 

alexaNdrIa eldrIdge
CUp alBerTa aNd NorTherN BUreaU ChIef 

EDMONTON (CUP) – Four students 
from western Canada had the opportunity 
to build and launch a rocket at the Andoya 
Rocket Range in Norway last week.

The Canada-Norway Student Rocket 
Programme, or CaNoRock, was part of a 
pilot course put on by the University of 
Oslo and the Institute for Space, Science, 
Exploration, and Technology (ISSET) at the 
University of Alberta.

About 20 students attended the course in 
Oslo. There were four Canadian undergrad-
uates sent, one from the U of A, one from 
the University of Calgary, and two from the 
University of Saskatchewan. The other stu-
dents were all from Norway.

James Huber, a third-year undergraduate 
in mechanical engineering, was selected to 
fill the U of A spot. David Miles, a master’s 
student in space physics at the same school, 
was invited to go to on the trip with the un-
dergrads to test a miniature magnetic field 
sensor for his thesis project.

The rocket itself was built from a repur-
posed military missile given to Andoya to use 
for educational purposes. The students were 
split into groups, and each group was respon-
sible for a specific aspect of the rocket, such as 
instruments, telemetry, and the rocket itself.

Throughout the weeklong course, the stu-
dents attended lectures and built instruments 
for the rocket, and launched it on the sec-
ond-last day.

“It was really interesting because they han-
dled it like a professional, scientific rocket 
launch even though this is just a small, edu-
cational rocket. I think our count down was 
an hour and we ran through a whole bunch 
of checks during that hour,” Huber said.

The launch ran fairly smoothly, with only 
one hold in the countdown. Some expensive 
ranging equipment failed to work, and the 
students had to gather their data using an 
older method.

“There’s a big paper wheel, a scrolling thing 
of paper with a pen going up and down. And 
if everything else goes wrong you at least 
have this pen going up and down to tell you 
how far away the rocket is at any particular 
time,” Miles said. “[Researchers] understand 
that equipment crashes, things break and 
you have to launch anyways.”

Collecting data is a huge part of the 
launch process, and Miles said that learning 
how data is tangibly collected is not some-
thing that Canadian students can readily 
experience.

“We have a very strong theoretical work-
ing group here, but in terms of getting in-
struction on how you would actually go and 
get this data, it’s not something that we are 
particularly strong in right now,” Miles said.

Huber said the experience made the field 
of space exploration more real.

“It really made it concrete to actually be 
there, being taught by an actual rocket sci-
entist, so it’s encouraging. It shows it’s some-
thing that just a regular guy like myself can 
get into,” Huber said.

Miles said that the opportunity for stu-
dents to get experience outside of the class-
room is something that they should take 
advantage of.

“Science is supposed to be bringing peo-
ple together, and all the sudden we’re actually 
achieving that. This is part of a whole con-
struct for trying to manufacture opportuni-
ties for students to get involved so that by the 
time you finish your university career you’re 
ready to do this for real,” Miles stated.

Melanie Faulknor of ISSET said that the 
program is something they are hoping to ex-
pand on in future years after the success of 
this trip.

“We were so excited for them to go and 
we’re so excited for things like this in the fu-
ture. This is the type of thing that ISSET 
wants to do more of, so CaNoRock was a re-
ally big thing for us.” 

“science is supposed to be 
bringing people together, 
and…we’re actually 
achieving that.” 
–DaViD MiLeS, STUDenT
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Program aims to help 
students gain medical 
experience

CoUrTNey SChwegel
CampUS BeaT reporTer

A program that provides pre-medical stu-
dents with a one-week experience shadowing 
rural physicians in Manitoba is gearing up 
for its fifth year.

The Rural Manitoba Health Mentorship 
Program was created in 2005 by three aspir-
ing medical students who are now in their 
fourth year at the University of Manitoba’s 
School of Medicine.

Wayne Heide, the administrative director 
of Manitoba's Office of Rural and Northern 
Health, the organization that oversees the 
mentorship program, said the program is a 
unique venture.

“I think it has been a great program be-
cause it is student-driven,” he said, adding 
that program participants continue on by co-
ordinating it the next year.

This year’s student co-ordinators are: 
Federico Lopez-Fischer, a University of 
Winnipeg student finishing a three-year de-
gree in biochemistry; Daniel Palitsky, a re-
cent U of W biopsychology graduate; and 
Emily Blunden, a U of M nursing student. 
They will soon begin recruiting applicants for 
this year’s program.

Applicants must have a grade point aver-
age of at least 3.6 and have extensive expe-
rience working or volunteering in a medical 
environment.

Palitsky said the program is a great way 
for pre-med students to get exposure to the 
medical field.

“It is pretty much the closest you can get 
to being a medical student without actually 
being one,” he said.

Lopez-Fischer said the degree of exposure 
the program offers is incomparable.

“You observe medical procedures ... from 
blocking off a nosebleed to major surgery,” 
he said.

Heide said the early exposure to rural med-
icine may encourage more prospective medi-
cal students to consider rural medicine.

“The earlier, the more frequent and the 
longer students are exposed to rural practice, 
the more likely they are to choose that [for 
their career],” he said.

Not only did the mentorship bolster both 
Lopez-Fischer and Palitsky’s motivations 
to pursue careers in medicine, it has made 
them seriously consider practising in a rural 
environment.

“[The program] showed me that rural 
medicine can be very exciting and very stim-
ulating,” Lopez-Fischer said. “I don’t know if 
I would have considered rural medicine be-
fore ... but now I will definitely consider it.”

While the program alone won't solve 
the severe shortage of physicians in rural 
Manitoba, it can only help, said Lopez-
Fischer.

“Even if one person decides to go into 
rural medicine because of the program ... we 
have accomplished something in terms of 
rural healthcare.”

Pre-med students get exposure to rural health care

philosophy, ClassiCs, religious 
sTudies To forM one deparTMenT

The course calendar could look a 
whole lot different next fall. University 
administrators sent notice to faculty 
members that the philosophy, classics 
and religious studies departments  
would be combined into one department 
as of July 2010. Vice-president academic 
Brian Stevenson told faculty in a meeting 
the change would save $30,000 in the 
Faculty of arts' over $1 million budget. 
Philosophy chair Jane Forsey said the 
move effectively ends the autonomy of 
the department.
The future for students getting their 
degrees in any of the three subjects is 
uncertain. The philosophy department 
already does not have enough staff to 
teach the number of courses required 
for a degree. it has lost 50 per cent 
of its faculty over the past two years. 
There has not been a tenured hire 
in the department in six years. The 
department has relied on contract 
sessional instructors, but the only two 
sessional instructors on staff were 
recently told their contracts will not be 
renewed, leaving the department with 
three faculty members.
"we really feel the administration is 
starving the department," said Forsey.
a Facebook group protesting the 
amalgamation already has over 300 
members. an online petition against 
the amalgamation was created at www.
ipetitions.com/petition/amalgamation.

free duCKWorTh CenTre 
aCCess in noveMBer

The Duckworth centre is attempting 
to showcase their new facility by 
offering free use of their services and 
equipment from wednesday, nov. 23 to 
Tuesday, nov. 29. in allowing free use of 
the centre, the Duckworth centre hopes 
to motivate University of winnipeg 
students and staff to get healthy and 
in shape. Free fitness consultations and 
use of their racquetball/squash court 
will be offered.

on a WaiT lisT? CheCK your e-Mail!

The university is now offering a hassle-
free way to check if you have made it 
off the wait list and on to the registered 
list for a course. information about 
whether or not you have been offered 
a space in the class is being relayed 
through your “iam” university e-mail 
address. Students are encouraged to 
check their e-mail often as you will only 
have 72 hours to claim your spot in the 
course. Failure to respond within the 
72-hour time period will mean that the 
spot will be made available to the next 
person on the list and you will removed 
from the wait list completely. Students 
are encouraged to check their accounts 
regularly.

ouTsTanding aBoriginal 
sTudenTs reCeive aWards

approximately 30 students have been 
selected by the Business council of 
Manitoba to receive an award and 
a cash prize of $3,000. The council 
selects aboriginal students from a 
variety of departments with the aim 
of providing educational opportunities 
to young aboriginal students. The 
council has been running for nine years 
and each year over 30 students are 
selected as recipients for this award. 
The University of winnipeg offered its 
congratulations to each recipient for 
their achievements.

Campus 
News Briefs
compiled by Lorelei Leonanew collaborative 

campaign aims to 
eliminate discrimination 
based on sexuality and 
gender

CoUrTNey SChwegel
CampUS BeaT reporTer

After a series of fits and starts over the past 
eight years, the Positive Space Campaign has 
finally found its roots at the University of 
Winnipeg.

The campaign, a collaboration between 
students, staff and faculty, aims to eliminate 
discrimination based on sexuality and gender 
by increasing visibility and support of les-
bian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, transsex-
ual, queer and intersexed people. The goal is 
to create a safer and more inclusive campus 
environment.

“Certainly we are talking about physical 
space [on campus],” said Zoe Gross, student 
co-ordinator of PSC. “But we are also talking 
about our imaginative space – our minds and 
making them positive.”

Similar campaigns, often called Safe Space, 
occur at several high schools and university 
campuses across North America.

Cherie Werhun, assistant professor of psy-
chology and one of the faculty members in-
volved in PSC, said the momentum the 
campaign is gaining shows issues of safety 
and equality are on people’s radars.

“The reality is that people are really 
starting to think about, in a more dra-
matic way, making spaces safer," explained 
Werhun.“Through teaching courses related 
to discrimination ... the number of instances 
that students are able to talk about from their 
personal experience suggests that discrimina-
tion is happening on campus.”

There is no formal human rights office at 
U of W that keeps record of incidents of gen-
der discrimination.

Werhun has studied the effects chronic 
stereotyping and discrimination have on 
cognitive and emotional well-being, and 
said discrimination can hinder academic 
achievement.

“Studies show that when students are 
faced with that extra burden they suffer in 
their cognition ... and score lower on tests,” 
she said.

Although the campaign is in its early 
stages, U of W counselor and campaign 
member Julie Tilsen wants to see the cam-
paign become permanent on campus.

“[It is] important that there is institutional 
backing to make sure that it is still here to-
morrow,” she said, adding that she hopes 
more students, staff and faculty will become 
involved. “It has got to survive beyond us.”

Gross said having faculty and staff in-
volved in the campaign will help ensure its 
longevity.

“Students are here for a couple of years 
and then they leave,” she said. “Faculty and 
staff are ... here for a longer period of time.”

The Positive Space campaign has made many allies on 
campus, including the LGBT* centre.

CIn
dy TITuS

A positive campus, both physically and mentally

FrienDS OF The caMPaiGn  
On caMPUS
Allies of the Positive Space Campaign show 
their support by taking a visible stand 
against homophobia, transphobia, gender-
ism and all forms of oppression. Allies at 
the U of W include:
- LGBT* centre
- Klinic Student health Services
- University of winnipeg Students' 
association (UwSa)
- Student Services
- Disability resource centre
- aboriginal Student Services centre
- institute and Department of women's 
& Gender Studies
- residence/housing
- Peer Support
- Queer Peer Support
- womyn's centre
- Part-Time/Mature centre
- ecOPia
- Faculty and staff from various depart-
ments, including president and vice-
chancellor Lloyd axworthy

M
ELody M

oRRISSETTE
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LiSTinGS: cOMMUniTy eVenTS

University of winnipeg President and Vice-chancellor Dr. 
Lloyd axworthy will give a talk on the connection between 
The UniVerSiTy anD cOMMUniTy LearninG: an eVOLVinG 
MiSSiOn on Friday, nov. 27 in the Provencher Ballroom at the 
Fort Garry hotel. 12 to 1:30 p.m.

GiVe VOice, OPen yOUr earS and head down to the winnipeg 
contemporary Dancers Studio on wednesday, nov. 25 to hear 
untold stories from the community and around the world. 
with musical guests FLO, nOMa SiBanDa and members of 
SUBciTy DweLLerS. 6:30 p.m.

Manitoba's craft council is holding its annual hanDMaDe 
hOLiDay SaLe on Friday, nov. 27 and Saturday, nov. 28 at the 
west end cultural centre.

The wraP Me UP craFT SaLe at the costume Museum of 
canada runs from Friday, nov. 27 to Sunday, nov. 29.

The Manitoba chamber Orchestra is holding a sale in its Vinyl 
Vault on Saturday, nov. 28. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Power 
Building (428 Portage ave.)

young canadians are invited to participate in the MaThieU 
Da cOSTa chaLLenGe, a national writing and artwork contest 
that promotes a greater understanding of canadian history 
and diversity. For more information visit www.mathieuda-
costa.gc.ca.

college St. norbert collegiate will put on a fashion show in 
support of invisible children on Monday, nov. 30. 7:30 p.m.

Managing editor for cBc Manitoba ceciL rOSner will give a 
talk at the Millennium Library on inVeSTiGaTiVe JOUrnaLiSM 
in canaDa on Sunday, nov. 29. 2 p.m.

The FaBULOUS cLOThinG SwaP is at the costume Museum 
of canada on Thursday, nov. 26 at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10 and 
can be purchased with the donation of a bag of gently-used, 
washed clothing.

Free inTernaTiOnaL STUDenTS cLaSS. an opportunity to 
meet with other students and canadian friends while learn-
ing english and the Bible. Takes place on Sundays from noon 
until 1:30 p.m. at elim chapel, 546 Portage ave. For more 
information call Val & Veda chacko at 257-1670.

On caMPUS

The BaThTUB PrOJecT by the Jewish Students association 
asks you to bring toiletries, toys and gently-used clothing to 
the U of w on wednesday, Dec. 2. all donations will go to the 
Osborne house women's Shelter.

The annual hOLiDay Fair TraDe SaLe put on by the world 
University Service of canada will run until nov. 27 on the sec-
ond and third floors of centennial hall.

Students who are on wait lists for winter term courses should 
regularly check their e-mail in order to claim their seat. after 
three days your seat will be offered to the next student in 
line.

SMarT STarT, a study skills workshop series, helps students 
improve their study skills and succeed in university-level 
courses. Mondays and wednesdays, 12:30 to 1:20 p.m. in room 
1L04. register in advance by calling 786-9863 or e-mailing 
a.weir@uwinnipeg.ca.

The UwSa SaFewaLK PrOGraM is looking for volunteers to 
walk students, faculty and staff to their cars, bus stops or 
residences within a reasonable distance. each four-hour shift 
will receive an $18 honorarium.

every wednesday from 12:30 to 1 p.m. there is an interfaith 
university chapel service in the carl ridd Sanctuary in Bryce 
hall. all are welcome.

every Thursday evening until nov. 26 you can attend the 
neUrOScience LecTUre SerieS where experts discuss their 
work in the field of neuroscience. register with n.stokes@
uwinnipeg.ca.

VOLUnTeer OPPOrTUniTieS

winnipeg children's access agency is looking for volunteers 
to act as visitation monitors to facilitate visits in a super-
visory role three to four times a month. Training begins in 
January 2010. centrally located in Osborne Village. For infor-
mation visit www.wcaa.ca or contact Donna at 284-4170.

The community education Development association is look-
ing for volunteer tutors for their youth Opportunity Programs 
in St. John's high School and children of the earth high 
School. For more information please contact ashley at 589-
4374 ext. 257 or ashley@cedawpg.org.

help inner-city school children through chOiceS yOUTh 
PrOGraM. Just call Kasia Buchman at 470-5651.

The Daniel Mcintyre / St. Matthew's community association is 
looking for volunteers to provide recreational opportunities 
for kids six to 18 at the Valour community centre – Orioles 
Site.

The canadian red cross is looking for volunteers in their 
humanitarian issues Program to organize events and facili-
tate workshops. For more information contact Jennifer at 
982-6737 or jennifer.montebruno@redcross.ca.

SamUel SwaNSoN
BeaT reporTer

The University of Winnipeg Wesmen women's 
basketball team came out victorious Saturday, 
Nov. 21 in their home game against provincial 
rivals the Brandon University Bobcats.

The women's game had a slow start. Forward 
Jessica Stromberg had two steals early in the 
game. Neither could be converted to points 
but it set the standard for Wesmen defense 
early on.

Post Nicisha Johnson was the Bobcats' only 
visible defensive presence on the court with a 
game-high 14 rebounds and tying Stromberg 
with four blocks, also a game high.

In the second half, Bobcats couldn't trans-
late as well on three-point shots and Wesmen 
defense tightened up even further. While the 
Bobcats traded two for three-point shots, the 
Wesmen did just the opposite. In the second 
half they attempted only three three-point 
shots (half that of the Bobcats) but shot more 
field goals and sunk half of them, making the 
difference. 

Wesmen won 75-58.
The men's game was a closer battle but to a 

less desirable end for the Wesmen. Post Mike 
James won the jump ball but the moment 
didn't last as the Bobcats got too many fast-
breaks, putting the Wesmen down by six early 
in the game. 

The Wesmen battled back to the point 
where they were up by six with two minutes 
left. Bobcats dominated the final two minutes 
of the first half, leaving the Wesmen up by only 
one point at the break. 

The difference seemed to be in 3-point shoot-
ing, the Wesmen sinking only 2 of 11 attempts.

The heat in the second half was turned up 
more by the Bobcats than Wesmen. The game 
ran ramped in personal fouls. The Wesmen had 
10 free-throw attempts, sinking all of them, 
while the Bobcats hit 11 of 17 attempts. 

Shooting percentages were close in the sec-
ond half but Bobcats out-shot the Wesmen 
leading to more points overall. Game-end, 
80-75 Brandon. 

wOMen
wesmen  75
Bobcats  58

Men
Bobcats  80
wesmen  75

wesMen Player Profile

wesmen volleyball 
player is looking 
forward to second 
half of the season

Sarah reIlly
volUNTeer STaff

Leah Brezinski began playing 
volleyball in middle school after 
being encouraged to do so by 
her gym teachers. By the time 
she was in Grade 9, Brezinski 
was playing club volleyball with 
the private Winnipeg club team 
Winman.

During her years at Sisler High 
School, Brezinski’s school team 
was not very strong but she also 
played with Big Sand Volleyball 
Club, and competed against 
many of her future University of 
Winnipeg Wesmen teammates 
who played for the Bisons Club 
program.

“There was a big rivalry be-
tween our team and Alix 
(Krahn)’s team,” Brezinski re-
calls. “I remember feeling very 
intimidated in my first year with 
Wesmen, because the other girls 
were all friends already.”

Brezinski, a biology major, 
chose the U of W largely for 
academic reasons such as  the 
small class sizes and highly rec-
ommended biology department.

“To this day I think the sci-
ence program is really good, 
and it’s fulfilling all of my 
expectations.”

Brezinski was recruited in her 
Grade 12 year by Wesmen head 
coach Diane Scott.

“[She] seemed like someone I 
would get along with and some-
one who would push me to be a 
better player,” Brezinski says of 
Scott. “I could tell she saw some-
thing in me and was willing to 
work with me to improve.”

Three years later, Brezinski 
is very happy with her deci-
sion. Not only have her skills 
improved every season, but so 
have her experiences with the 
Wesmen.

Brezinski is looking forward 
to the second half of season, 
and is hopeful that the team will 
make the play-offs for the first 
time in her career. The veteran 
team wants to come out strong 
next semester, and raise some 
noise in the CIS, she says.

In order to do so, Brenzinski 
knows what it will take: 
“Coming to every match ready 
to play, and ready to leave it all 
out on the floor.”

CALLING ALL SPorT WrITerS
Put down that football and pick up a pen,  

‘cause The Uniter wants you.  

we’ve revamped our sports section to focus on athletic coverage people can’t find any-
where except in The Uniter. we’re looking for aspiring sports writers to provide our read-

ers with the wesmen coverage that is crucial to our campus news section.  

So if you like stringing together sentences about basketball  
and volleyball, get in on the action and get in touch with us. 

we’re also looking for adventurous sports writers to try out  
different athletic activities and write about them for our culture section. have you ever 
wanted to skate in a roller derby?  want to test your skills as a wrestler? Or how about 

spending a game in the life of a mascot? 

we’ll hook you up with opportunities to try different things in the wide world of sports and 
you can write about your experiences. 

The uNiTer. 
we doN’T Cover The pros. 
BuT we kNow aBouT prose. 

Join the team by sending an e-mail to  
aaron at editor@uniter.ca. rookies welcome.

Leah Brezinski is a biology major.

The wesmen 
women beat 
the Bobcats by 
staying inside the 
line and going for 
two-pointers.

JILL bRoW
n

Wesmen women win against bobcats 
while the men get mauled
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Fifteen seconds in Sderot, Israel
what life is like in the line of terrorist rocket fire

aShley faINTUCh
volUNTeer

This past August I happened to 
find myself in Sderot, Israel, a city 
located one kilometre from the 
Palestinian territory of Gaza. At 
first it seemed like a normal Israeli 
city, but I quickly realized there was 
no one walking the streets, there 
were very few cars driving and the 
playgrounds were empty.

One had to wonder where all 
the residents were. I quickly found 
out that life in Sderot is not like life 
here in Winnipeg.

Residents of Sderot live in con-
stant terror. This is because they 
know that any second the “tzeva 
adom” (colour red) siren can go 
off, giving them just 15 seconds to 
find shelter before a Qassam rocket 
fired from Gaza hits.

A Qassam rocket is made out of 
plumbing pipes filled with shrap-
nel, creating a deadly rocket that 
fires blindly and inaccurately, in-
tentionally aimed at civilian targets 
in Sderot. The colours the rocket 
is painted represents the terror-
ist group that has made it: yellow 
and green represent Fatah; red and 
green represent Hamas; and a pipe 
in the middle represents Islamic 
Jihad, all of which are known ter-
ror organizations.

Behind the Sderot police sta-
tion, I saw a collection of hundreds 
of remains from Qassams fired 
from Gaza into Sderot. I could 
not believe my eyes. Each rocket 
had a chalk marking from the po-
lice with the date it was fired and 
the location it fell in. Since 2001, 
Sderot has fallen victim to over 
12,000 rockets. Over 230 of those 
have fallen since the latest ceasefire 
began in mid-January of this year.

While walking around the city, I 
noticed that the bus stops were not 
a mere bench and a sign like we are 

familiar with here in Winnipeg. 
Instead, each bus stop was basically 
a bomb shelter. I could not imagine 
how a person could live like this. 
It is disheartening to know people 
live in such terror and fear.

Some residents I spoke with do 
not even sleep in their bed, but 
instead in their living room so 
they can run for cover faster if the 
dreaded siren goes off. One of the 
many shocking sights I saw was a 

rocket proof playground, built last 
year with safety in mind. At this 
playground, there are two large 
caterpillars, hollowed out on the 
inside. Each of these caterpillars 
were meant for children to play in 
them, but also doubled as a bomb 
shelter.

Elsewhere, the children’s soccer 
field was equipped with a bomb 
shelter on either side of the field.

This is the way of life for residents 
of Sderot. Even U.S. President 
Barack Obama was appalled by the 
situation in Sderot when he visited 
the city in July 2008.

Many Sderot residents suf-
fer from psychological disorders 
due to the conditions they live in. 
One of the most common is post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 
which is extremely prominent 
among the young children.

However, all is not bleak in 
Sderot. The Sderot Media Center 
is trying to help. They have a com-
munity theatre program through 
which 40 high-school-aged girls 
have worked together to produce a 
play – Children of Qassam Avenue 

– which is based on their experi-
ences growing up under rocket 
fire. Not only has theatre been an 
effective form of therapy for these 
girls, helping them cope with their 
experiences and daily reality, it has 
also allowed others to understand 
what life under the constant threat 
of rocket fire is truly like.

During my time in Sderot, I 
was always made aware of my sur-
roundings and the location of the 
nearest bomb shelter. The biggest 
fear was to hear the dreaded “tzeva 
adom” alarm and then having only 
seconds to locate the nearest place 
to hide. Being there made me feel 
thankful to live in Canada, where 
I feel relatively safe and my life is 
not threatened by rocket fire from 
heartless terrorist organizations just 
a kilometre away.

I cannot imagine living a life in 
constant fear, knowing that a mere 
15 seconds could decide my fate.

Ashley Faintuch is a business 
administration student at the 
University of Winnipeg.

residents of sderot 
live in constant 
terror. this is 
because they know 
that any second 
the “tzeva adom” 
(colour red) siren can 
go off, giving them 
up to 15 seconds to 
find shelter before a 
Qassam rocket fired 
from gaza hits.

A pitfall of cultural appropriation
'Sweat box' a desecration of an aboriginal ceremony

BrIaN rICe
volUNTeer STaff

Recently in Phoenix, Arizona, 19 
people became sick and three died 
after attending an “aboriginal” 
sweat box. At least, that is what 
some of the local media referred to 
it as.

They had attended the workshop 
of a New Age guru, where they 
were led to believe that they would 
have a life-transforming experience. 
The sweat box was supposed to be 
modeled after an ancient aborigi-
nal ceremony, known as the sweat 
lodge, a sort of ceremonial sauna 
which is important to many North 
American aboriginal traditions.

Sadly, the media falsely equated 
the sweat box with the aboriginal 
sweat lodge.

The sweat box involved partici-
pating in a fast – sometimes know 
as a vision quest – for 36 hours. 
This meant that the participants 
went without food or water for 36 
hours prior to attending the sweat 

box. The cost of participation was 
roughly $12,000 per person.

This sweat box was a false ex-
ample of an aboriginal spiritual 
practice.

I began participating in real ab-
original ceremonies such as sweat 
lodges and vision quests around 
20 years ago. With the help of 
Ojibwa Elder John Agoni and 
Métis Elder Miingun Mulligan, 
we were able to bring both cere-
monies to the Algonquin commu-
nity of Winniway in northwestern 
Quebec to help with the healing 
process there.

One of the differences between 
the sweat box and the actual sweat 
lodge ceremony is that there could 
be no charge. Payment was made 
with the use of tobacco and then, 
after the ceremony, gifts were given 
as a show of gratitude. Our cer-
emony included a fast that lasted 
two days.

During the ceremony a little 
medicine water could be given in 
order to alleviate dehydration if 
the conditions were too hot. We 
understood that the participants 
wouldn’t be prepared for something 

more strenuous than that. We also 
understood that weather condi-
tions could affect the ceremony. 
Therefore, it was performed in the 
autumn rather than in the stifling 

heat of the summer.
I can only imagine what partici-

pants of the sweat box went through. 
Temperatures in the Phoenix area 
can go up to 45 degrees celsius; al-

most as hot as the sweat box itself. 
Add to the overwhelming heat the 
fact that the participants had been 
without food or water for 36 hours 
before attending the sweat box with 
almost 60 people for another hour 
or two, and you have the making 
of a disaster. It is a surprise more 
people didn’t die.

Aboriginal ceremonies are sup-
posed to heal, not kill. It is impor-
tant to understand that if a price is 
placed upon an “aboriginal” cere-
mony, potential participants should 
be wary. Real ceremonies have no 
monetary cost attached to them. 
This includes the giving of spiritual 
names, another matter that is im-
portant to aboriginal people. There 
was once a person in Winnipeg 
who was charging $25 in order to 
give customers a spiritual name.

Beware: There is a difference be-
tween a sweat box and a sweat lodge 
ceremony, as one has a price and 
can kill, while the other is priceless 
and can heal.

Brian Rice is an associate profes-
sor of education at the University of 
Winnipeg.

Dear Uniter,
There has been talk about a merg-
ing of the Philosophy, Classics and 
Religious Studies departments at 
the University of Winnipeg, though 
what is actually happening is little 
understood. Such amalgamation 
has been implemented in the past 
without compromising the curricu-
lar integrity or the autonomy of the 
composite departments.

For the philosophy department, 
this is not the problem. The univer-
sity administration has decided not 
to renew the contracts of the only 
two sessional professors, hired just 
last year. As a consequence, there 
may not be enough courses offered 
next year for philosophy students to 
graduate, nor may the inter-disci-
plinary ethics courses be offered.

Though the philosophy depart-
ment has recently suffered internal 
problems, the only hope of making 
the department a good one is to hire 
new staff, not fire those who have 
just been brought in. The adminis-
tration is essentially destroying the 
department. Philosophy is an inter-
nationally studied discipline and the 
oldest. The U of W seems to want 
to be the only major university in 
North America without a philoso-
phy department.

But this does not only concern 
philosophy. The administration is 
side-stepping any decision-making 
processes with the department by 
cutting its funding. Administrators 
are not necessarily trained in the 
arts and sciences and should not be 
deciding how a department should 
be run. If we allow this to hap-
pen, all university departments are 
on the road to losing their auton-
omy. At the end of this road, peo-
ple who are trained at nothing but 
handling money will be selecting 
our textbooks and making literary 
criticism.  
Sincerely,
Fred Acton

Editor's Note: Read more about 
what's going on with the U of W's 
philosophy department in our cam-
pus news briefs on page 6, as well as 
in next week's issue of The Uniter.

letters

comments

Since 2001, Sderot has fallen victim to over 12,000 rockets launched from Gaza, like the ones seen in this picture.
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It’s the economy, stupid
To get the change we want, adopting GPi is a great first step

maTT aUSTmaN
volUNTeer STaff

Karl Marx. Maybe there should be 
three Xs after his name, because 
I’m sure I’ve lost (or gained) a lot 
of readers already.

Marx is known for his empha-
sis on the economy as being the 
basis of how a society functions. 
Although his political works are 
highly contestable, they drive 
home the important point that 
since the economy encompasses 
so much, we should base our ar-
guments around it when trying to 
bring about large-scale change.

As many people know, we need 
to reform the economic mantra 
that more production and more 
consumption equals a healthier 
society. Many different types of 
communities are using this ar-
gument to question leaders of 
government, pressuring them to 
address high-priority issues such 
as climate change and poverty.

One crucial thing that we 
should pressure the government 
for is the adoption of an alterna-
tive economic indicator, such as 
the Genuine Progress Indicator 
(GPI).

Currently, we measure the 
progress of our economy with the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
formula, but this is a dead end 
when trying to gauge the reali-
ties of the health of our society. 
It doesn’t take into account the 
negative impacts of consumerism, 
such as environmental degrada-
tion, crime rates and poverty rates. 

Additionally, it doesn’t account for 
certain positives, such as volunteer 
work or un-paid domestic work 
efforts.

Thirty-two years ago, the de-
signers of the GDP, Simon 
Küznets and John Maynard 
Keynes, warned about using it to 
measure the welfare of a nation. 
In Küznets’ words, “the welfare of 
a nation can scarcely be inferred 
from a measurement of national 
income as defined by the GDP 
… goals for ‘more’ growth should 
specify of what and for what.”

The GPI does exactly this and 
it can very well be the answer to 
large-scale change. It has been 
praised by economists, a variety 
of high-profile policy think tanks 
and even the scientific commu-
nity. There are hundreds of dif-
ferent variations of GPI, most of 
which focus on different specifics 
under the GPI tree, ranging from 
free-time indicators, to oilsands 
impacts, to poverty and even to 
suicide rates.

It takes into account the same 
personal consumption data as 
GDP, but also considers other val-
ues as well. It considers factors such 
as income allocation and house-
hold and volunteer work, but then 
also subtracts variables like the 
costs of pollution and crime.

Because it accounts for so many 
variable economic factors, the 
benefits of using a GPI method 
of economic analysis are nearly 
endless.

One example of its benefits is 
that it would help curb the nega-
tive behaviour of major corpora-

tions, who tend to get away with a 
lot due to their political clout. The 
top 200 corporations in the world 
control nearly 30 per cent of the 
world’s GDP.

Because of these corporations’ 
positive impact upon GDP mea-
surements, governments can al-
ways defend them by utilizing 
GDP data. This is particularly the 
case with the Alberta tarsands. But 
if we measure the work of tarsands 
companies in GPI terms, these 
companies will have to account for 
greenhouse gas emissions, wildlife 
destruction, as well as the societal 
degradation of native communi-
ties in the area. Most importantly, 
it will better inform the public 
about the reality of the tarsands.

GPI is not a radical movement 
away from capitalism. No pro-
letarian revolution is required to 
put it into use. But adopting it 
is an essential first step in getting 
the change we need in our world 
today.

How can we expect to see change 
if our government doesn’t have a 
way to measure it accurately?

So read more into it. Then 
when you’re debating politics, you 
can pull out this argument.

The economy is everything and 
here’s a feasible way we can start 
with change.

Matt Austman is a politics student 
at the University of Winnipeg. 
This article is the second part of a 
look at the drawbacks of the GDP 
economic indicator. Check out 
the first article at www.uniter.ca/
view/1951.

The simplicity of the CbC debate
The worth of quality news coverage is often overlooked

aNdrew Tod
CommeNTS edITor

CBC Television recently underwent 
a makeover. Apparently, the reasons 
for the brand update were the re-
sult of, in the words of Friends of 
Canadian Broadcasting spokesper-
son Ian Morrison, “moving in the 
direction of the private sector,” 
where the style of news delivery fre-
quently overtakes its substance.

Indeed, programs such as the 
The National now feature more 
graphics coupled with more flashes 
of information devoid of context 
known as a "ticker" crawling along 
the bottom of the screen. Just watch 
Peter Mansbridge amble around 
the soundstage every night with-
out being reminded of, say, CNN’s 
John King.

Furthermore, by giving pro-
grams to both Evan Solomon 
and Mark Kelley on the renamed 
CBC News Network, the CBC 
has tried to cash in on its "George 
Stroumboulopoulos" formula-for-
success by introducing two new 
current affairs talk shows with 
young-ish male hosts.

It appears as though Canada’s 
public broadcaster is trying very 
hard to appeal to a younger, faster-
paced generation of Canadians.

Since two-thirds of its operating 
budget comes from Canadian tax-
payers, the CBC has always had to 
work doubly hard to justify its exis-
tence in the face of increasing pub-

lic opposition on the assumption 
that having a public broadcaster in 
today’s day and age is a waste of tax-
payer’s money.

While those who think that the 
CBC is unnecessary always seem to 
misrepresent the extent to which 
the CBC is in cahoots with gov-
ernment, supporters of the moth-
ership always seem to make some 
half-hearted attempt to justify the 
broadcaster as being inseparable 
from Canadian identity. This too is 
an exaggeration.

Now, I was weaned on CBC 
radio. From an early age, it was al-
ways on in my parents' house, to 
the extent that the theme song to 
As it Happens has probably been 
burned into my subconscious.

Many other Canadians had simi-
lar experiences. Many, however, did 
not. Many do not listen to or watch 
CBC news programming as adults 
either. This is where the assump-
tion that CBC is some sort of pil-
lar of what it means to be Canadian 
falls flat on its face.

But the most serious problem 
with the CBC-as-Canadian-culture 
argument is that it ignores its real 
merit as a news network: its ability, 
due to public funding, to produce 
highly informative, in-depth con-
tent. Programs such as television’s 
The Fifth Estate or radio’s Dispatches 
continually provide quality investi-
gative journalism which assists the 
public in understanding issues in 
more depth than the typical two-
minute news bite. The bevy of 
awards which CBC journalists win 
every year reiterates this.

A quick glance across the media 
spectrum in this country is enough 
to recognize that serious news cov-
erage is hard to come by with pri-
vate networks. They neither have 
the financial means nor the willing-
ness to engage in serious research-
intensive programming. Instead, 
they're content to break stories 
without any serious engagement 
with contemporary public issues.

Unfortunately, serious news does 
not necessarily translate into a large 
audience, which has likely led to 
the increased private-network style 
of CBC’s television format. Since 
it must come to the government 
with cap in hand each year, the net-
work’s focus on audience results is 
unsurprising.

Nonetheless, it is a blow to those 
in Canada who appreciate seri-
ous journalism, who see benefit in 
funding a media source which can 
inform Canadians beyond the lim-
ited scope of private broadcasters. 
As more pressure is put upon the 
network to adopt private network 
practises, it may only be a matter 
of time until its most informative 
programs are slashed.

Private media companies sim-
ply do not produce the type of 
news programming that CBC 
does. When it comes to the great 
CBC debate, the division between 
culture and cost-saving is too sim-
plistic to encompass the role the 
broadcaster plays in ensuring an in-
formed public.

Andrew Tod is a politics student at 
the University of Winnipeg. Remembering the  

Montreal Massacre
event will honour women who have been murdered 
and serve as reminder that sexism is widespread

BeCkI froeSe
volUNTeer

Twenty years ago this Dec. 6, Marc 
Lépine raged through the hall-
ways of École Polytechnique in 
Montreal, yelling “I want women” 
and threatening students with a 
.22-calibre rifle.

He separated men from women, 
sequestering the women in a class-
room while telling the men to leave. 
Lépine then opened fire while 
screaming “I hate feminists,” kill-
ing 14 women and injuring 14 other 
people in a shooting spree that 
spread to three floors of the school. 
The shooter specifically targeted 
women in the attack now known as 
the Montreal Massacre.

On Monday, Nov. 30, the 
University of Winnipeg Students’ 
Association Womyn’s Centre will 
be holding a die-in honouring the 
victims of the Montreal massacre 
and others that have been mur-
dered or silenced by misogyny. 
The Womyn’s Centre event is tak-
ing place in honour of the National 
Day of Remembrance and Action 
on Violence Against Women, 
which is officially held on Sunday, 
Dec. 6.

The event will consist of the die-
in, followed by speakers from the 
Womyn’s Centre and a candlelight 
vigil and will start at noon in front 
of the Info Booth.

Violence against women is en-
demic in our society. The Montreal 
massacre was not an isolated in-
cident, but a reflection of a wide-
spread sexism.

Twenty years after the horrific 
events of Dec. 6, 1989, women still 

outnumber men nine to one as vic-
tims of assault by a spouse or part-
ner, according to Statistics Canada. 
In the period between April 1, 2003 
and March 31, 2004, 58,486 women 
sought refuge from abuse in 473 
shelters across Canada.

Much sexist violence occurs be-
hind closed doors, with seven per 
cent of women in spousal relation-
ships having experienced spousal 
violence in the five years up to and 
including 2004.

Due to the hidden nature of this 
type of violence, many of us are un-
aware of the frequency at which 
it occurs. It is important for us to 
understand that every day, women 
are being hurt and murdered for 
no other reason than that they are 
women. Violence is happening. 
Pain is inflicted and it doesn’t just 
affect the women it is directed at.

Each of the 14 women massa-
cred at École Polytechnique had 
friends and family who were deeply 
hurt by the loss of their sisters, their 
mothers, their daughters and their 
friends.

Violence against women, as all 
violence, does not just hurt the vic-
tim, but everyone involved. Because 
sexist violence is so widespread in 
our society, we are all hurt by it.

On Monday, Nov. 30, we take 
the time to consider how living in 
an unsafe environment affects all 
of us today. Coming together to 
remember and honour victims of 
misogyny is the first step towards 
creating a less painful, healthier 
society.

Becki Froese is a member of the 
Womyn's Centre Collective at the 
University of Winnipeg.
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alana levandosKi
Lions and werewolves
Blue lily records
Genuinely folksy, alana Levandoski gives an introspec-
tive look at her own decisions, with expectant glance 
towards mistakes and compromise. "who’s gonna be 
passed over?” her prominent vocals question on the 
album's opening track. More vulnerable reflections 
later admit, “and you can’t remember / why you wanted 
to get here the way you did / Or if you thought you 
would at all.”  Originally from rural Manitoba, Levandoski's extensive touring throughout 
canada and the UK has given Lions and werewolves  an eclectic feel.  an underlying spiri-
tual slant can be sensed throughout the album, somewhat comparable to a subtle Jewel 
style mixed with the more rootsy sound of Sarah harmer. with honest confessions like, 
“i’ve gained and lost and gained my innocence / and time was wasted wondering where it 
went,” alana’s contemplations offer a hand to hold when it comes to seeing things you’d 
really rather not.

   —Lynnette McLarty  

suBCiTy
where's the noise?
Transistor 66
winnipeg once had a booming ska scene, and while some 
local musicians are still trying their hand at the genre, a 
lot of them have called it quits or adapted. Put Subcity 
(the artists formerly known as Subcity Dwellers) in the lat-
ter category. On the follow-up to when the Beat Starts to 
Pound, the eight-piece's style has morphed into a laidback 
reggae/rock/soul sound. co-produced by the ubiquitous 
John Paul Peters (comeback Kid, The waking eyes, everyone), the band recorded where's 
the noise? live off the floor over the course of eight days at Private ear recording. 
Standout tracks include album opener Too Loud for This city and Drag Me Down, which 
showcases frontman ian Lodewyks' seductive growl. all in all, Subcity's fourth cD is stel-
lar. The noise is here. check it out.

—aaron epp 

King Khan & BBQ 
invisible Girl
In The red records 
"Open the door, come on in, let the animal party begin," 
sings King Khan & BBQ as they are surrounded by twelve 
chickens, three elephants, five pigs, eight monkeys, two 
cows and a zebra. childish in all the right ways, some 
may pass this album off as an overdone novelty record. 
it's hard not to adore the passion these two put into 
do-woppin' and whoa-oh-ing over their '60s-era garage 
rock tunes. Dirty guitars, throat-ripping vocals and intentionally basic beats combine to 
cover KK&BBQ's latest album with a cheerful raunchiness. you won't find a more heartfelt 
love song than Tastebuds, which is all about being able to sense flavor with your sexual 
appendages. a sense of humor and a post go-go trashy pop sensibility make invisible Girl 
an immediate gem of a record. They play at the royal albert on Saturday, nov. 28.  Don't 
miss it.

—J.P. Perron  

Karl Wolf
nightlife
emI
Most people know Montreal's Karl wolf for his ill-advised 
2007 remake of the hit Toto song africa. if you've heard 
it, you know wolf's sound: thin, auto-tuned tenor vocals 
sung over synths and heavily-produced dance-pop 
beats. nightlife, wolf's third solo release, is tailor 
made for Saturday nights at the club. That would be 
fine, except it lacks soul. But i guess i shouldn't expect 
anything else from someone who lives his life online and through his cell phone, as 
evidenced in the lyrics to a few songs: “you might think i’m over you / no girl! you’re the 
baddest / even though i’m in love with you / i had to change my status” and “i messaged 
you / you ignored me / i wake up screaming.” if you're hungry for the wolf, see him live 
Monday, nov. 30 at canad-inns Transcona. if not, steer clear.

—aaron epp 

The Zolas
Tic Toc Tic

lotus Child music/Universal
"My balls are coals / i don’t know how much more i can 
take of this,” he sings. Just one of many not-so-shy lyr-
ics on Tic Toc Tic, the latest album from this Vancouver-
based duo, which gives the band a sort of love-me-or-
leave-me quality. essentially piano-dominated prog-pop, 
The Zolas are a bit reminiscent of bands like The 
Flaming Lips, but more conventional and effervescent. 
Describing themselves as a “self-conscious Jeff Buckley,” the Zolas ingeniously meld 
tempo, rhythm and melody to coin an entertaining, unpredictable style. Tic Toc Tic comes 
complete with shrieks, unabashed reckonings and uplifting lyrics like “Free what you 
love / 'cause it’s gonna die anyway.” On Marionettes, singer-guitarist Zachary Gray sings, 
“with me / you’re making the same mistake i made." it's a lively, standout track that 
combines arpeggios with hyperactive bass. Original and amusing, The Zolas put out a 
pleasurable, if slightly eccentric, tonal plethora that aims for the head, heart and groin.

—Lynnette McLarty  

LiSTinGS: MUSic

the King Khan & BBQ show

rock 'n' roll at its best is a raw, fun, sweaty beast. KinG 
Khan & BBQ do it all with just two dudes: one playing drums 
and guitar while singing; the other ripping at his guitar and 
wailing into the microphone. it's all going down in the place 
best suited for such a performance – the royal albert arms. 
Touring with KK & BBQ are Murfreesboro, Tennessee's ThOSe 
DarLinS who will open with a set of playful countrified rock. it 
all happens on Saturday, nov. 28.

thursday, nov. 26

Gimli girl group The PaPS release their album not Looking For 
romance at the academy. weaTherMan UnDerGrOUnD open 
up the night.

The FUGiTiVeS with Kinnie STarr and FLyinG FOX anD The 
hUnTer GaThererS at the west end cultural centre.

eric The GreaT leaves the street and takes the stage at the 
Pyramid cabaret.

GriPPin Grain 2 with DJs cO-OP, FOOTwerK and LOnnie ce at 
the Standard.

The ceLTic TenOrS are at McPhillips Street Station.

cUrTiS newTOn at Le Garage café.

Mira BLacK, KeiTh Price and MarcO caSTiLLO at the current 
Lounge.

Join the packed floor of the Lo Pub at GOODFOrM, with DJs 
MiKe B and rOB ViLar.

FaST-FLyinG VirGinian JaM niGhT at the Standard.

MOOnBeaM JaZZ at the King's head.

riGhTeOUS iKe plays the Times change(d) high and Lonesome 
club.

The winTer waSSaiL, a fundraiser for Folk Fest outreach pro-
grams, features a performance by BiLLy BraGG. 6 p.m.

rOUTe 59 Jam night at the cavern.

cUrTiS newTOn plays at Le Garage café.

reaDyMiX with DJs Dan L and DiaL UP at Ozzy's.

PePe cOrTeS plays at the Pony corral Pier 7.

DaViD BarT celtic night at Shannon's irish Pub.

neiL PinTO plays at Saffron's.

Friday, nov. 27

LeT There Be ThereMin and The UPSiDeS play at the cavern.

ariane MahryKe-LeMire and GenVieVe TOUPin perform at 
Salle antoine Gaborieau hall. 8 p.m.

FaMe, BLanKa, BriGhTer BriGhTeST and cheaPShOT arTiSTS 
at the royal albert arms.

JacK SeMPLe and JacK De KeySer perform at the Pyramid 
cabaret.

rOBerT aLLen wriGLey, PePPer LainG and The LOneSTar 
KiLLerS play at Times change(d) high and Lonesome club.

Ottawa's SiLVer creeK play at the Standard Tavern.

LeS JUPeS, TODD hUnTer and aM GLOry play as part of a 
Maria Showcase at the academy.

Finnish band enSiFerUM and Swedish band hyPOcriSy are 
joined by Quebec bands eX DeO and BLacKGUarD at the Zoo.

Open-Mic with Serena POSTeL at the Folk exchange. 7 p.m.

PUShinG DaSieS play at Shannon's irish Pub.

DJ GaBe reaLiTy spins at the academy.

The Dr. DaVe TriO perform at Paragon restaurant.

O.c.D. play obsessively at Silverado's.

KaTie MUrPhy performs at the west end cultural centre.

BarBer OF SeViLLe, performed by the Manitoba Opera at 
centennial concert hall.

The reVerSe TriO play at Prairie ink Grant Park.

saturday, nov. 28

The KinG Khan & BBQ ShOw with ThOSe DarLinS at the royal 
albert arms.

The nODS and the aFTerLiFe play at the cavern.

JaXOn haLDane releases a solo album at the Times change(d) 
high and Lonesome club. 7 and 10 p.m. shows.

BiLLy BraGG and rOn hawKinS play at the Burton cummings 
Theatre. 8 p.m.

The Movember Mustache Party with SLaTTern, MT. nOLan and 
SiT DOwn Tracy is at ragpickers annex.

rhythmic dance troupe STOMP perform at the centennial 
concert hall. 8 p.m.

caMeraTa nOVa perform early christmas carols in the atrium 
of the new Manitoba hydro building. 8 p.m.

BrOKen, aerOcar MODeL FOUr and reD riOT play the 
Osborne Village Zoo.

DJs cO-OP and hUnnicUTT are on the ones and twos at the 
academy.

DeaFwiSh celebrate five years at Ozzy's with ULTra MeGa and 
BLacKOUT BriGaDe.

FOreVer DeaD come alive at the Standard.

ryeLee anD VaLSUZie, nOah MaranTZ and KeiTh & The 
SinGinG SiSTer(S) will get you to shake it at Mondragon. 8 
p.m.

Mira BLacK, KeiTh Price and GiLLeS FOUrnier at the 
current Lounge.

aMBer ePP is performing at the Marlborough hotel.

sunday, nov. 29

MarcO caSTiLLO, GiLLeS FOUrnier, ScOTT SeniOr and Marc 
arnOULD play at the Park Theatre.

caMeraTa nOVa perform early christmas carols in the 
atrium of the new Manitoba hydro building. 3 p.m.

Saddle up to the bar and listen to BaD cOUnTry at the 
Standard.

chriS carMichaeL play at the Times change(d) high & 
Lonesome club.

hear trash cans bang together when STOMP performs at the 
centennial concert hall. 2 p.m.

aarOn ShOrr is at Franco-Manitoban cultural centre.

Jicah play the reD cacTUS.

aLL The KinGS Men at the King's head.

monday, nov. 30

The hiDDen caMeraS and GenTLeMan reG popify the royal 
albert.

The accUSeD and MUniciPaL waSTe are at the Pyramid 
cabaret.

The enlightenment period has ended as Dawn OF a new 
era play their last show with eLiSOn, wear yOUr wOUnDS, 
iT DweLLS wiThin and SiLence FOr The FaLLen at the 
riverview community centre. 8 p.m.

Jann arDen sings at the centennial concert hall. 8 p.m.

watch James Brown run from the bar to the turntable at the 
VinyL DriP in the cavern.

Karaoke at the Standard.

neiL PinTO at Shannon's irish Pub.

tuesday, dec. 1

The ManiTOBa chaMBer OrcheSTra and soprano Tracy 
DahL are joined by conductor rOy GOODMan at the 
westminister United church. 7:30 p.m.

Soul nite with Dr. hOTBOTTOM anD The SOUL PreScriPTiOnS 
at the cavern.

Jann arDen sings at the centennial concert hall. 8 p.m.

rUMBLeFiSh at the windsor hotel.

STereOS, The MiDway STaTe, The arTiSTS LiFe and The enVy 
play at the Garrick.

Village People night at the academy.

Kamloopians hanD OF The hOrSewiTch and the hUnGer 
play with locals eVeryOne'S FireD at the legendary royal 
albert arms.

DeFLaTeD eGOS at Shannon's irish Pub.

wednesday, dec. 2

anDrew neViLLe anD The POOr chOiceS at the Standard.

The incomparable J.wiLLiaMeZ performs at Shannon's irish 
Pub.

chill night with JOhnny S at the academy.

DJ rPG at the red cactus.

SaSSy JacK plays at the royal George hotel.

TriViaOKe at the cavern.

wiLD anD wicKeD weDneSDayS at Ozzy's.

BarBara JOy makes an appearance at Sam's Place.

The ShOUTinG GrOUnD, LiVinG in reD and The FrOwnerS 
play at the academy.

Fox and hounds in the St. James hotel has a $1,000 cash 
prize up in their battle of the bands.

thursday, dec. 3

Serena POSTeL and eVan reeVe play at the Park Theatre.

The ShOUTinG GrOUnD, The FrOwnerS and LiVinG in reD 
play at the academy.

Join the packed floor of the Lo Pub at GOODFOrM, with DJs 
MiKe B and rOB ViLar.

FaST-FLyinG VirGinian JaM niGhT at the Standard.

MOOnBeaM JaZZ at the King's head.

rOUTe 59 Jam night at the cavern.

reaDyMiX with DJs Dan L and DiaL UP at Ozzy's.

DaViD BarT celtic night at Shannon's irish Pub.

neiL PinTO plays at Saffron's.

Gwar, Dec. 5 at the Garrick.

eLeMenT SircUS, Dec. 21 at the Pyramid.

hOT LiVe GUyS' cD release and final show, Dec. 23 at the 
royal albert arms.

GUnS n' rOSeS with SeBaSTian Bach and DanKO JOneS, 
Jan. 13 at the MTS centre.

STeVe earLe, Jan. 29 at the Burton cummings Theatre.

The arrOGanT wOrMS, apr. 25 at the west end cultural 
centre.

cD reViewS
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Joel Gibb, founder of Toronto's 
The Hidden Cameras, talks on his 
cellphone while sipping a soy latte 
at a trendy Los Angeles coffee shop, 
seated just a few tables away from 
"the dude from Rage Against the 
Machine."

Gibb is relaxing before the 
band's gig that night at L.A.'s Club 
Spaceland, just another stop on the 
Cameras' North American tour 
following the release of their lat-
est album Origin: Orphan this past 
September.

The album is a funky and folky 
approach to indie-pop, described 
by the band as “a laugh riot with 
some serious moments.”

“The way I work is I write a song 
and I hear it very clearly, so col-
laboration is not necessarily in the 
cards," Gibb said of his songwriting 
style. "If I write a song, I’m inspired 
for it to come to life, to reveal itself 
in the way that I envisioned it.”

Though The Hidden Cameras 
is Gibb's brainchild first and fore-
most, a long list of regular mu-
sicians and special guests also 
contribute, giving the band much 
of its characteristic edge.

For their upcoming Winnipeg 
show, the band's regular lineup 
will be accompanied by fellow 
Torontonian Laura Barrett on key-
boards, "the double Johns from 
St. Johns" on bass and drums 
(Jon Hynes and John Power, re-
spectively) and Shawn Brodie on 
trumpet. The ever-evolving cast 
contributes to the experimental na-
ture of the sound.

Gibb said their latest album, re-
corded at a number of studios over 

many months, has resulted in an 
eclectic mix of sounds.

“It was very much a long 
and drawn out process,” Gibb 
explained.

While several of the songs on 
Origin: Orphan hark back to the 
Cameras' classic aesthetic, others 
explore new directions.

Gibb described his music as a 
sort of dialogue with his audience 
through which meaning is estab-
lished, which he said helps him un-
derstand his own music better.

“Sometimes [feedback from 
fans] adds a whole new dimension 
to a song, which I guess I knew was 
there, but [the fans] help explicate 
it.”

Where his audience is concerned, 
Gibb is a constant inventor, though 
he takes a generous approach.

“Essentially in this day and age 
you’re giving music to people be-
cause nobody buys it anymore. 
You’re giving it up to people hope-
fully for [their] betterment.”

In anticipation of his upcom-
ing Winnipeg performance, Gibb 
gave his thoughts on what he is 
expecting.

“Winnipeg’s got some soul. Every 
story I hear about Winnipeg is re-
ally out there,” mused Gibbs. “Be 
prepared to react. It’s always good 
when you have an audience that 
can react. I’m sure Winnipeg will 
be very reactory. Is that a word?”

 See hidden cameras Monday, nov. 
30 at the royal albert (48 albert St.)
 Gentleman reg will also perform
 Tickets $13 at into the Music, Music 
Trader and www.ticketworkshop.com
 Visit www.myspace.com/
hiddencameras

A heavy metal folk tale
illusive Mind Gypsy crew continues to be a force of nature with their latest effort Vagrant Moth iii

ryaN SUChe
volUNTeer

Illusive Mind Gypsy Crew has 
come a long way since their incep-
tion just a few short years ago.

Starting out as a duo of aspir-
ing musicians, Illusive Mind has 
evolved into a virtual arts collec-
tive, enlisting visual media magic-
makers, fledgling artists, theatre 
students and musicians of all kinds 
to join their ever-growing Crew.

The band will release Vagrant 
Moth III, the final entry of its 
Vagrant Moth Trilogy, on Saturday, 
Nov. 28 at Crescent Fort Rouge 
United Church. The event will fea-
ture over 20 guest musicians taking 
on nearly every instrument imag-
inable, from digeridoos to violins. 
The event will even include an ap-
pearance by a trained opera singer.

Vagrant Moth III may be the 
Winnipeg metal-folk band's most 
ambitious release yet, as well as its 
most professionally produced.

“We were gonna make another 
[do-it-yourself ] album, but then 
we [suddenly] came into a thou-
sand dollars,” smiled guitarist-vo-
calist Todd McDougall, relaxing at 
one of the band's many Winnipeg 
haunts.

“Once we got the three core 
songs down, we were ready,” 
chimed Terrell Froese, the band's 

triple-threat drummer, vocalist and 
violinist. “This record was created 
with more confidence.”

While Illusive Mind has enjoyed 
a veritable revolving door of musi-

cians since its inception, Jaymez, 
the band's main visual design art-
ist, said that this album is more 
refined, whereas their last album 
together (Vagrant Moth II) was a 

much less concise effort.
“The last one was more rural, 

this one's urban,” added Froese.
McDougall said that the band's 

focus has always been to remain 

mindful of their surroundings.
“[The band took a] journalis-

tic approach toward large aspects 
of the world and lives around [us]. 
How we record, how [the album] 
looks, how it feels all has to do with 
that,” McDougall said.

“We're making a heavy metal 
folk tale,” added Jaymez.

Communal, do-it-yourself, my-
thopoeic art-metal sounds like a 
mouthful, but the band takes it all 
in stride.

Bassist Dan Trupp said that his 
favourite part of the band is the 
collective effort put into the ever-
changing product.

“One of the [band's] strongest 
aspects is how many things are 
happening and how it comes to-
gether. There's a wall of sound and 
atmosphere that builds up, and it 
just pushes the music,” McDougall 
said.

 See illusive Mind Gypsy crew with 
guests amuse on Saturday, nov. 28 at 
crescent Fort rouge United church 
(525 wardlaw ave.)
 Tickets are $5 at the door, and 
include art, activities and The Post 
apocalyptic Freak Show (featuring 
members of The Liptonians, Flying Fox 
and the hunter-Gatherers, and From 
the Moon
 Visit www.myspace.com/illusivemind

ye olde folk metal band: Terrell Froese (middle, centre), Todd McDougall (top, far right) and their sepia-toned Gypsy crew.

holycrapthispictureisweird: Toronto's funk-folk juggernauts The hidden cameras.

CouRTESy oF TH
E H

IddEn CAM
ERAS

Toronto's Hidden Cameras are a 
continuous evolution of sound and vision
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Brendan McLeod, unofficial ringleader of 
The Fugitives, Vancouver’s foremost poet-
folk ensemble, has reason to be tired.

Fresh off a literary festival on Vancouver 
Island, the guys and solitary gal of The 
Fugitives are in full tour mode, frantically 
promoting Find Me, their new five-track EP.

The foursome are no strangers to the open 
road, having spent the better part of the last 
three years touring the globe together. 

As art has the tendency to imitate life, the 
content of their latest venture draws heavily 
on that experience, with the album's theme 
of communicating and forging connections 
with strangers. 

“It came about by accident,” McLeod said 
over the phone from Vancouver. "It comes 
out of [a] tradition of telling stories. Find Me 
is about a park ranger.”

The band's lineup, which features SLAM 
poetry champion and CBC poet laureate 
Barbara Adler, novelist and fellow SLAM 
champion McLeod, Vancouver solo art-
ist Steven Charles and balalaikaist Adrian 
Glynn, has gone through many changes since 
its inception.

"[We look for people] who can hold 
their own on stage and do their own thing,” 
McLeod said, regarding the band's incredibly 
talented arrangement.

Since the member seem to work in such 
different mediums, sitting down to write a 
cohesive album can be challenging at best, 
and a full-out brawl at worst. 

“If a song gets past all four of us, that’s a 
good litmus test,” McLeod said.

The result is a surprising auditory expe-
rience, blending elements of bluegrass, jazz, 
folk and spoken word.

The band heads back into the studio this 

December to finish recording their upcom-
ing full-length album, the title of which is 
still a point of heated discussion.

In the meantime, the Fugitives keep their 
fans updated on their every move, thought 
and mood shift via Twitter, Facebook, 
Myspace and www.fugitives.ca, the band's 
homepage.  

With the release of their video for Breaking 
Promises, the EP's opening track, they asked 
fans to write in with their own promises. 

The response was overwhelming. 
“We are inundated [with promises],” ex-

plained McLeod.
Though they all live in Vancouver, the 

band is truly at home when barreling down 
stretches of highway, trading Dylan Thomas 
quips in the backseat as they go. 

They are new age pioneers, unabashedly 

forging a new sound, and exploring new 
mediums to do so.

95.9 FM cKUw campus/community  
radio Top 10 cD – albums
November 18 – 24, 2009
! = Local content    * = canadian content 

TW  artist recording label
1    *Do May Say Think          Other Truths         constellation

2    !crooked Brothers      Deathbed Pillowtalk   Transistor 66

3    Flaming Lips   embryonic        warner

4    Various artists        Dead Man’s Bones          anti

5    raveonettes    in and Out of control    Vice

6    Dinosaur Jr.           Farm              Jagjaguar

7    *you Say Party we say Die XXXX       Paper Bag

8    !Trio Bembe    Trio Bembe               independent

9    Joe Louis walker       Between rock and the Blues Stony Plain

10    Vic chestnut        at the cut       constellation

a punch bowl is not a centrepiece: The Fugitives bring the party.

Storytime on the run
Vancouver's The Fugitives travel the world and return to tell the tale

CouRTESy oF TH
E Fu

gITIVES

 See The Fugitives Thursday, nov. 26 
at the west end cultural centre (586 
ellice ave.)
 Kinnie Star and Flying Fox and the 
hunter/Gatherers will also perform
 Tix $15 adv at wecc, Ticketmaster, 
$20 door
 Visit www.fugitives.ca
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Outworks Gallery's 
Pressure Points 
explores anxiety in 
all its art forms

JaaN NarvaNeN
volUNTeer

If there is a singular topic that uni-
versity students have an innate un-
derstanding of, it is pressure: The 
crushing weight of deadlines, exams 
and, of course, the future, coupled 
with the knowledge that what is 
achieved here may determine the 
course their lives will take.

It is with a similar perspective 
and understanding that the artists 
of Outworks Gallery found their 
inspiration for their latest exhibit.

The aptly named Pressure Points 
studies the effects of pressure on in-
dividual people, cultures and our 
ecosystem.

Through paint, photographs and 
wax, the artists explore the psychol-
ogy behind the myriad pressures in 
our lives and the impact they have 
on us when they become too much 
to handle.

The subjects covered by the nine 
artists are as diverse as their artistic 
styles and mediums.

"Pride," by Aleem Khan, is a 
mesmerizing painting. Featuring a 
fiery maple leaf at its centre, Khan 
explores the drive and strain that 
athletes put on themselves going 
for the gold – a timely portrait with 
the upcoming Vancouver Winter 

Olympics.
Artist Christine Sleaver has mul-

tiple pieces in the exhibit, but her 
most interesting is certainly "Do 
You See Me Now," an oversized 
portrait of a purple-haired woman, 
which is a deeply resonating por-
trayal of one's desperate search for 
recognition.

"Time," the beautiful encaus-
tic (hot wax) painting by Susan 
Birdwise, is a fascinating explora-
tion of what is probably the most 
common pressure in all our lives. 
The space provided makes the 
painting even more striking, as its 

unique medium and its pseudo-
Arthurian appearance are a distinct 
departure from the more modern 
art that appears elsewhere in the 
exhibit.

Pressure Points is beautifully pre-
sented in the gallery space, with 
lots of breathing room that gives 
each piece the space it needs to be 
properly appreciated. The bright 
white walls are the perfect back-
drop for both the more muted 
tones in some pieces – such as 
Clyde Finlay’s alluring black and 

white full body portraits – as well 
as for the entirely vibrant ones – as 
with Khan's "Pride."

Pressure Points runs until Thursday, 
Dec. 3 at Outworks Gallery (3rd 
floor, 290 McDermot Ave.).

artist Jan Kushnier 
harnesses the 
elements to create 
works of art

loreleI leoNa
volUNTeer

Jan Kushnier has always been fasci-
nated with masks.

A former grade school teacher, 
Kushnier is now a Raku artist. 
Raku is a form of Japanese pottery 
whose name literally translates to 
"enjoyment" or "ease."

Kushnier, who described the 
complex process as “extremely un-
predictable and exciting,” said her 
love of Raku is a very personal ex-
perience, as she is essentially put-
ting herself into the clay.

"Ultimately, I surrender the mask 
to the air, fire and water of this pro-
cess and accept that these elements 
will determine the outcome of my 
creation,” said Kushnier of Raku's 
almost spiritual involvement with 
the elements.

Facing the Flames, an arrange-
ment featuring much of Kushnier's 
hand-made masks, is currently 
being shown at the Cre8ery.

In the mask-making process, 
bisqued pottery is fired to approx-
imately 1,800 degrees F, then re-
moved from the kiln red hot, and 
placed into a metal garbage can 
lined with newspapers. The heat 
from the pottery ignites these ma-
terials and the container is sealed. 

Finally, the piece is removed from 
the chamber and plunged into cold 
water to set the colours.

Kushnier did not focus on a 
specific theme when making the 
masks, instead starting with an idea 
and drawing her inspiration from 
different cultures.

She described how patterns can 
be designed by using wax so that 
certain areas remain untouched by 
the glaze.

“Areas that are without glaze 
turn black from the carbon in the 

fire” she said, while the fire provides 
glazed areas with colour. “But fire 
can provide different results [on 
different masks] even though the 
same glaze was used.”

While there are a large variety 
of glazes available, Kushnier said 
she primarily uses just two types: 
a matte glaze, which is dull, and a 
luster glaze, which is shiny.

Set against a white wall in the 
Cre8ery Gallery, the features and 
colours of Kushnier's creations are 
accentuated, showcasing their de-

tails and complexity. Each mask is 
different from the one next to it, 
employing numerous colours and 
accessories, such as straw, feathers 
and jewelry, providing each with its 
unique feel.

Utilizing all kinds of elements 
and decorations, Kushnier's instal-
lation succeeds in capturing Raku's 
unique beauty, one not often seen.

Facing the Flames is on at the 
Cre8ery Gallery (125 Adelaide St.) 
until Tuesday, Dec. 1.

LiSTinGS: GaLLerieS & MUSeUMS

wriTe hanDeD, a collection of recent works 
by cyrUS SMiTh, opens Friday, nov. 27 at 8 
p.m. The works will be on display in Golden 
city Fine art until Saturday, Dec. 26.

Gallery 1cO3 presents The PinKy ShOw: 
cLaSS TreaSOn STOrieS, until Saturday, 
Dec. 12.

The cre8ery hosts FacinG The FLaMeS, a 
collection of fired masks by Jan KUShnier, 
running until Tuesday, Dec. 1.

The Urban Shaman Gallery will be holding 
it's 6th annUaL ShOw anD SaLe from Friday, 
nov. 27 to Saturday, Dec. 19.

The winnipeg art Gallery presents richarD 
harrinGTOn: arcTic eXPLOrer with an 
opening reception on Saturday, nov. 28. The 
exhibition runs until Sunday, March 14.

PreSSUre POinTS at the Outworks Gallery 
brings together a number of artists to ex-
plore the theme of pressure, on display until 
Sunday, Dec. 13.

The Graffiti Gallery presents LeGenDS, 
herOeS, MyThS anD SUch, a collection from 
an assortment of local artists until Friday, 
Jan. 15.

The Semai Gallery has on display the col-
lection new wOrLD ariSTOcracy by TeD 
BarKer until Thursday, Dec. 17.

The centennial concert hall will host it's first 
artist exhibition in its huge mezzanine when 
KaThLeen BLacK and LeSLy DawyDUK have 
their works on display until Friday, Dec. 11.

Platform centre for Photographic and 
Digital arts presents aDDeD VaLUe artwork 
by STePhanie aiTKen, STePhen anDrewS, 
chriS DOrOSZ and JaneT werner. The exhi-
bition will be up until Saturday, Dec. 19.

The canadian premiere of cUBa aVanT 
GarDe is on display at the winnipeg art 
Gallery until Sunday, Jan. 10.

Until Sunday, Jan. 3 the winniPeG arT 
GaLLery has on display photographic 
portraits by yOUSUF KarSh. Some of the fa-
mous faces include Muhammad ali, winston 
churchill, audrey hepburn, Grey Owl and 
Pierre Trudeau.

15 MinUTeS is a showcase of local art hap-
pening the first Thursday of every month 
at the winnipeg art Gallery. Local artists 
can submit their work for the series to art-
educator@wag.ca.

LiSTinGS: LiTeraTUre

General rick hillier will appear at both 
Mcnally robinson locations on wednesday, 
Dec. 2 to sign copies of his book a SOLDier 
FirST: BULLeTS BUreaUcraTS anD The 
POLiTicS OF war. he will appear at a lun-
cheon at Polo Park from 11 to 12:30, then 
later at the Grant Park location from 3 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.

entries are now being accepted for the 
ManiTOBa BOOK awarDS. The deadline for 
submissions is wednesday, Dec. 9. Go to 
www.manitobabookawards.com for more 
information.

aqua Books welcomes author David 
carpenter for his launch of weLcOMe TO 
canaDa. Thursday, nov. 26.

arMSTrOnG'S POinT: a hiSTOry tells the 
story of the winnipeg residential area that 
is surrounded by the large U-shaped bend 
in the assiniboine river. author randy r. 
rostecki will be at Mcnally robinson Grant 
Park on Monday, nov. 30 at 8 p.m.

authors Gerald Friesen and royden Loewen 
are at Mcnally robinson Grant Park on 
Thursday, nov. 3 to launch their book 
iMMiGranTS in Prairie ciTieS. 7:30 p.m.

author ishbel Moore launches of BLOOD 
TaPeSTry a medieval romance adventure set 
in the fictional land of Libonia, on Thursday, 
nov. 26 at Mcnally robinson Grant Park at 
7 p.m.

The DeaD POeTS reciTaL at the Millennium 
Library asks you to read from your favourite 
dead poet's work. Thursday, nov. 26 at 7 p.m.

JUice, the University of winnipeg's creative 
writing Journal, is now looking for student 
and alumni submissions. Submit up to ten 
pages maximum of prose, poetry, drama, 
fiction or creative non-fiction. Deadline for 
entry is Friday, Jan. 15.

through paint, 
photographs and wax, 
the artists explore 
the psychology behind 
the myriad pressures 
in our lives and the 
impact they have on 
us when they become 
too much to handle.

Magenta meets Vampira: a drawing by clyde D. Finlay, from the new exhibition at 
Outworks Gallery, Pressure Points.

PeoPle worth reading aBout

An enjoyably complex process

She's all out of richard nixons: Masks from local raku artist Jane Kushnier's Facing the Flames exhibition.

PHoTo CouRTESy oF JAnE kuSHnIER

Contents under pressure

CouRTESy oF ouTW
oRkS gALLERy
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Page, edge and 
white rock 'n' roll 
politely in it Might 
Get Loud

TImoThy peNNer
volUNTeer STaff

it Might get loud
Directed by Davis Guggenheim, 2009
97 minutes
plays at Cinematheque friday, Nov. 27 at 9 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 28 at 9 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 29 at 7 
p.m., wednesday, dec. 2 at 9 p.m., Thursday, dec. 3 
at 9 p.m., friday, dec. 4 at 9:30 p.m., Saturday, dec. 
5 at 9 p.m. and Sunday, dec. 6 at 7 p.m.

Early in Davis Guggenheim’s new 
documentary, It Might get Loud, 
Jack White (the boundary-push-
ing guitarist behind the The White 
Stripes, The Raconteurs and The 
Dead Weather) states that he’s “al-
ways worried about becoming sat-
isfied. When you become satisfied 
you die.”

His words work as a sort of 
mantra for himself and the other 
two guitarists – Jimmy Page (Led 
Zeppelin founder and general god 
of the guitar) and The Edge (U2’s 
sage of the six-string and delay 
pedal enthusiast) – who are the 
subjects of the film.

Though it seems at first that the 
film is primarily about the meeting 
of these three very different musi-
cians, the director is actually far 
more interested in the love each of 
them has for his instrument and 
the music he has created with it.

For this reason, the film spends 

a lot of time on background infor-
mation, allowing us to get to know 
each of these musicians intimately. 
This in turn gives us an apprecia-
tion for where the music they’ve 
created comes from.

Unfortunately, when it comes 
time for the summit, it becomes 
obvious that each guitarist is far too 
polite to have the meeting become 
something really interesting.

It’s nice to see these men share 
stories, but considering the fact 
that the film works at setting up a 
tension throughout of The Edge’s 
punk sensibilities being a reaction 
against the bombast of Page and 

of White’s stripped-down aesthetic 
being a rejection of the technology-
laden work of The Edge, one would 
expect a few more sparks to fly.

Instead, the scenes merely play 
out as pleasantly anticlimactic.

This is not necessarily a fault be-
cause it’s obvious that Guggenheim 
is not looking at only these three art-
ists, but rather he’s interested in the 
way the guitar as an idea has been 
able to bridge the divide of genres 
and continually reinvent itself as a 
vital force in popular music.

By way of warning, you should 
know that if you are not a fan of 
these three musicians, or a die-hard 

guitar enthusiast, the film may fall 
a little flat.

This is ultimately a movie for a 
niche audience; however, the music 
is familiar and great, and the mu-
sicians chosen are quite interesting 
over and above their ground-break-
ing art.

Thanks go to Guggenheim, who 
could have chosen much worse and 
less intriguing guitarists to profile.

After all, you could be spending 
an hour-and-a-half with the guitar-
ists from The Scorpions, Poison and 
Nickelback – and that's a frighten-
ing thought.

These fingers go to eleven: Jack white, The edge and Jimmy Page are an axe-slinging triple threat in it Might Get Loud.

CouRTESy oF Son
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Three generations with a whole lotta love for six strings

winnipeg 
documentary brings 
out discomforting 
tales from inner-city 
classrooms

CrySTal laderaS
volUNTeer STaff

The sToryTelling 
proJeCT
Directed by John Paskievich and John 
whiteway, 2009
60 minutes
opening night with introduction by the filmmakers, 
teacher marc kuly and kids from the project
playing at Cinematheque friday, Nov. 27 at 7 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 28 at 7 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 29 at 4 
p.m., wednesday, dec. 2 at 7 p.m., Thursday, dec. 
3 at 7 p.m.

“I used to feel [that] perhaps I was 
the only one these terrible things 
happened to. You know [I] never 
ever agreed to tell this story to any-
one, but then after I read Ishmael 
Beah’s book, it really encouraged 
me to tell my story,” explains a stu-
dent of one of Winnipeg's most no-
torious inner city schools: Gordon 
Bell High School.

Gordon Bell is both ethnically 
and economically diverse, receiving 
a large amount of press this past 
year over their controversial peti-
tion for green space. Yet the school 
is often stereotyped as dangerous.

Students and teachers describe 
more of a segregated atmosphere 
between students from south 
and central Winnipeg, northern 
Aboriginal communities or refu-
gees from Africa, the Middle East 
and Burma.

John Paskievich and John 
Whiteway's documentary begins 
with Ishmael Beah, author of A 

Long Way Gone, lecturing about his 
forced recruitment into the Sierra 
Leone army at age 12.

After the school board intro-
duced Beah’s novel into the cur-
riculum, it began to spark curiosity 
in some of Gordon Bell's students, 
paving the way for teacher Marc 
Kuly’s after-school storytelling 
project.

Kuly and about 30 students 
are the focus of this documen-
tary, which records their journey 
together. It begins with simple 
naming and acknowledgment ex-
ercises and escalates into reveal-

ing stories of student's dreams and 
dealing with discrimination and 
persecution.

“It’s not like being white, you 
have everything and you have no 
pain in your life. It’s all the same,” 
said one refugee student, who told 
of once having to sift through the 
body parts of family members to 
identify them.

Looking closely at how Gorden 
Bell models many of our university 
campuses and communities, but 
also reflects the possibilities of em-
pathy, Paskievich and Whiteway's 
film shows the implications of new, 
relevant literature in today’s class-
rooms. The filmmakers encourage 
the role of storytelling in liberating 
the most horrifying pasts.

But in a move which feels contra-
dictory to one of the film's primary 
themes, Paskievich and Whiteway 
fail to present subtitles with stu-
dent’s names, which is a particu-
larly glaring error, as it is especially 
important during individual story-
telling. Kuly’s first exercise stresses 
the importance of names and the 
film's lack of subtitles may instead 
leave audiences to label students 
based on their appearance.

The film will feature an open-
ing night introduction from by its 
directors, Kuly and students from 
the project when it premieres on 
Friday, Nov. 27.

Students at winnipeg's Gordon Bell high School tell their stories in the important new 
documentary The Storytelling Project.
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of dreams, discrimination and persecution
LiSTinGS: FiLM

Local filmmaker Mike Maryniuk releases a 
DVD of his work Thursday, Dec. 3 at Times 
change(d) high and Lonesome club.

The cannes Lions will screen their award-
winning commercials from Tuesday, Dec. 
1 to Thursday, Dec. 12 at the winnipeg 
art Gallery.

The launch of the DVDs OUT OF The 
ShaDOwS and SUiciDe DenieD about 
John Melnick's personal struggle with 
depression and suicide takes place on 
Thursday, nov. 26 at Mcnally robinson 
Polo Park.

ingmar Bergman's 1966 film PerSOna 
is at the cinematheque on Sunday, nov. 
29 at 1 p.m.

cinematheque screens DecO DawSOn'S 
PerSOnaL TOP Ten, a collection of some 
of the acclaimed filmmaker's favourite 
shorts. Thursday, nov. 26 at 7 p.m.

Guitar legends Jimmy Page, Jack white 
and The edge are brought together in 
Davis Guggenheim's film iT MiGhT GeT 
LOUD, playing at cinematheque Friday, 
nov. 27 through to Sunday, Dec. 6. no 
shows on Monday, nov. 30 and Tuesday, 
Dec. 1.

a new monthly documentary series 
OUTSiDer aSyLUM happens the last 
Thursday of every month at the ellice 
Theatre at 8 p.m. On Thursday, nov. 26 
it's PLayinG cOLUMBine. no event in 
December.

The documentary The STOryTeLLinG 
PrOJecT looks at the healing power of 
stories with winnipeg teacher Marc Kuly 
of Gordon Bell high School. Playing at 
cinematheque from Friday, nov. 27 to 
Thursday, nov. 3. no shows on Monday, 
nov. 30 and Tuesday, Dec. 1.

a group of creative students in the 
University of winnipeg’s theatre and film 
department has produced an irreverent 
video called h1n1 SUrViVaL GUiDe to 
demonstrate the dos and don’ts of h1n1 
etiquette. it runs approximately two-and-
a-half minutes and you can view it on 
youTube. Visit www.tinyurl.com/h1n1vid.

LOOKinG FOr The reST  
OF OUr LiSTinGS? 

Theatre, dance and comedy listings ap-
pear on page 15; galleries, museums and 
literature are on page 13; and music list-
ings are on page 10. 

There's also campus and community 
events on page 7, along with volunteer 
opportunities.

iF yOU haVe an eVenT yOU 
wOULD LiKe TO LiST in The 
UniTer, SenD yOUr inFO TO 
LiSTinGS@UniTer.ca eiGhT 
DayS PriOr TO The iSSUe yOU'D 
LiKe yOUr LiSTinG TO aPPear 
in. The UniTer iS PUBLiSheD 
weeKLy On ThUrSDayS DUr-
inG The acaDeMic year anD 
MOnThLy DUrinG The SUMMer.
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Le Mort is equal 
parts fun and 
disgusting

aNdrew Tod
CommeNTS edITor

le Mort
Directed by ian Mozdzen
presented by out of line Theatre
plays at 320 Studio (70 albert St.) until Saturday, 
Nov. 28

Conventionally, thinking about 
theatre brings to mind posh sensi-
bilities, stuffy dialogue and, more 
often than not, appeals to good 
taste. Le Mort is anything but a 
conventional theatre performance.

This is not a criticism, but a 
qualification.

The level of depravity to which 
the story descends is unyielding 
to the point of comedy. Indeed, 
at many points during the perfor-
mance, it seemed as though the 
audience was unsure of whether it 
should laugh or gag.

Throughout the course of Le 

Mort, the audience will witness full 
frontal nudity, suggestive action 
with garden gnomes, canned beans 
disguised as vomit, chocolate sauce 
disguised as diarrhea and all man-
ner of degenerate sexual content.

The play is adapted from the 
novel of the same name by French 
eroticist writer Georges Bataille. 
Having not read the source ma-
terial, it was unclear how true the 
performance stays to the original.

The play begins with the death 

of the main character's lover, 
Marie. Driven to temporary mad-
ness, Marie goes on a bender of 
epic proportions, cleverly demon-
strated during the show by the use 
of a number of alcoholic glasses 
and a blue liquid that looked oddly 
like the fluid which hairdressers 
use to clean combs.

To say that Marie goes off the 
deep-end is an understatement. 
Seemingly stripped naked by the 
loss of her love – both literally and 

figuratively – her pain causes a 
night’s loss of inhibition.

Along the way, the audience is 
subjected to a number of Marie’s 
sexual exploits at the hands of a va-
riety of bar-goers, typified during 
the performance by various hats.

Speaking of which, if asked at 
the beginning of the performance 
if you wish to wear one of the hats 
which lead actor Mia van Leeuwen 
hands out, be prepared to become 
involved in the performance.

Van Leeuwen does a masterful 
job of portraying the anguished 
Marie, displaying a lot of cour-
age by appearing both semi and 
completely nude at various times 
throughout. Her ability to alternate 
between appearing both vulnerable 
and in control is a highlight.

Yet, it was certainly hard to go 
beyond the constant attempts to 
shock the audience, which could 
be seen as a distraction to the sto-
ryline. However, my guess is that 
offense is the point of the perfor-
mance. If so, the goal was reached 
in abundance.

If you are a fan of good taste, 
steer clear of Le Mort. Yet, if you 
are partial to dark humour and 
good-natured perversity, Out of 
Line’s latest production is right up 
your alley.

what do a garden gnome, spilled beans and a naked woman have in common? Out of Line 
Theatre's Le Mort.

CouRTESy oF ouT oF LIn
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A raucous and raunchy performance

hannah 
Moscovitch's 
controversial play  
is raw emotion at 
its most empathetic

SagaN morrow
STaff wrITer

east of Berlin
Directed by alisa Palmer
presented by manitoba Theatre Centre
plays at the Tom hendry Theatre (warehouse) until 
Saturday, dec. 5

A dramatic tale about disappoint-
ment and deception, Hannah 

Moscovitch's East of Berlin has you 
hanging onto the edge of your seat 
the whole way through.

The story opens at the ending: 
Rudi (Brendan Gall), the son of a 
war criminal, has returned home 
after leaving years earlier because 
of his disgust with his father’s his-
tory as a German Nazi. Rudi tells 
his story, about life growing up in 
Paraguay after his parents lost the 
war and about life after fleeing 
from his family to Germany.

Gall portrays the conflicting 
anxieties in his character with 
faithful precision.

Paul Dunn plays Hermann, 
Rudi’s school friend in Paraguay. 
He conspires with Rudi to push 
back against their fathers. It is 
Dunn who is given the most co-
medic lines in the first part of the 
play, but it isn’t until later on in the 
performance that the delivery of 
his lines matches his words during 

his more humorous moments.
Rudi’s love interest in Germany, 

Sarah, is played by Diana 
Donnelly.

The chemistry between Sarah 
and Rudi is heartbreaking as the 
audience sees that so much of their 
affection stems from their mutual 
curiosity and defiance of the past.

All three actors share vibrant en-
ergy, working together to bring the 
story to life.

Moscovitch combines raw emo-
tion with a great understanding of 
human relationships between fam-
ily, lovers, friends and enemies.

East of Berlin is a controversial 
piece which actually elicited dis-
approving mutterings from some 
of the members of the audience at 
various points throughout Rudi’s 
story. The timing in this perfor-
mance created a shock factor for 
the audience, drawing out startled 
gasps and even laughter as the play 

shifted from drama to both dark 
and light-hearted humour.

The lighting and the music in-
tensified the movements on stage, 
adding to the chilling ambience. 
The costumes accurately reflect the 
time period as well.

The set itself transformed, with 
the change of lighting or the actors’ 
tones and moods, from a study to a 
school classroom, an apartment, a 
library and a concentration camp. 
With a backdrop of shelves that 
held rows upon rows of books, a 
door in the centre, a ladder off to 
the side and a single chair which 
was periodically integrated into 
each scene, the transitions between 
scenes was flawless.

Although there is an overarch-
ing desperation in the play’s melan-
cholic ambiance, it is a captivating 
tragedy with a message that tran-
scends time.

Uncovering sins of the past: Diana Donnelly and Brendan Gall hash it out in the Manitoba Theatre centre production of east of Berlin.

CyLLA Von TIEdEM
An
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Heartbreaking and captivatingLiSTinGS:  
TheaTre, Dance & cOMeDy

MOTher OF inVenTiOn by performance 
art duo 6 combines music, film and espe-
cially masks into one interactive piece. 
Friday, nov. 27 and Saturday, nov. 28 at 
8 p.m and Sunday, nov. 29 at 4:45 p.m. 
all performances will be at the Manitoba 
association of Playwrights rory runnels 
Studio. 504-100 arthur Street.

The Manitoba Theatre centre will turn 
the John hirsch Theatre into a radio 
station circa 1940 for iT'S a wOnDerFUL 
LiFe: a raDiO PLay. you can tune in from 
Thursday, nov. 26 until Saturday, Dec. 19.

The Manitoba Opera presents The BarBer 
OF SeViLLe, Friday, nov. 27 at 8 p.m.

The winnipeg Symphony Orchestra is 
performing the score to charlie chaplin's 
ciTy LiGhTS while the film is showing. 
Thursday, nov. 26 at 8 p.m.

FaUST(US): a FanTaSy is a fantastical 
revision of christopher Marlowe's Doctor 
Faustus. Playing nightly until Saturday, 
nov. 28 at the Gas Station Theatre. 7:30 
p.m.

The Manitoba Theatre centre presents 
eaST OF BerLin until Saturday, Dec. 5 
in the Tom hendry Theatre in the MTc 
warehouse.

Black hole Theatre company presents 
carol Shield's comedy DeParTUreS anD 
arriVaLS. Final show Saturday, nov. 28 at 
the Black hole Theatre (on the lower level 
of University college).

Leave your legacy in the canwest centre 
for Theatre & Film by making a donation 
and receiving a plaque on your own chair 
in the theatre.

comedy night with Scoots McTavish every 
Thursday at Shannon's irish Pub.

Sunday night open mic comedy, featuring 
JOhn B. DUFF at the cavern.

every Tuesday night head down to the 
King's head Pub for a free comedy 
performance.

LOOKinG FOr The reST  
OF OUr LiSTinGS? 

Film listings appear on page 14; galleries, 
museums and literature are on page 13; 
and music listings are on page 10. 

There's also campus and community 
events on page 7, along with volunteer 
opportunities.

iF yOU haVe an eVenT yOU 
wOULD LiKe TO LiST in The 
UniTer, SenD yOUr inFO TO 
LiSTinGS@UniTer.ca eiGhT 
DayS PriOr TO The iSSUe yOU'D 
LiKe yOUr LiSTinG TO aPPear 
in. The UniTer iS PUBLiSheD 
weeKLy On ThUrSDayS DUr-
inG The acaDeMic year anD 
MOnThLy DUrinG The SUMMer.
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FortyCreekWhisky.com

Double Gold Medal
San Francisco World Spirits

Best Canadian Whisky
New England Whisky Festival

Gold Medal
World Selection, Brussels

Highest Award
International Spirits Challenge,

London, England

Highest Score
Beverage Testing Institute,

Chicago, 2007

Tonight,
You Be The

Judge.

Rated #1Rated #1
DISCOVER FORTY CREEK WHISKY
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never been in a fight? Join the club
Osborne's United Boxing 
club may be beginner-
friendly, but it'll still kick 
your ass 

mIChael frIeSeN
volUNTeer

 
If you fused Survivor's Eye of the Tiger and  
Simon and Garfunkle's introspective The 
Boxer together, it might make for a perfect 
soundtrack to Osborne's United Boxing 
Club; a beginner-friendly, but competitive 
club, whose members are a well-balanced 
group of both men and women, young and 
old, competitive boxers and first-timers.

“We are a very pedantic, technical gym of 
learned people.” said JT Smith, the club's 6' 
4", 250 lbs. co-founder. “There's no toothless 
thugs or spit buckets – I think people find 
that refreshing. Everyone who comes in our 
door is considered an athlete.” 

Whatever their preconceptions are about 
boxing gyms, people seem to like what 
they've found at United, and keep coming 
back.  

Since its inception in 2006, United Boxing 
Club has been embraced by the commu-
nity, seeing its numbers swell from 20 to 150 
members. 

Smith attributed this rapid growth to his 
club's unique combination of coaching, fit-
ness and a boxing community that is accept-
ing of newcomers.

Shortly after setting up shop in the Village, 
it became apparent that United Boxing was 
attracting non-stereotypical boxers. 

“We had house moms, professionals, [and 
even] a grandpa that wanted to get involved 
in the sport,” said Smith.

Christey Allen, a biochemistry major at 
the University of Manitoba and United box-
ing member, agrees.

“It's a surprising place. For one thing, 
there's more girls than guys,” said Allen.

Perhaps even more surprising than its 
eclectic beginner membership is that United 
Boxing is also a favorite for competitive 
boxers. 

High-level coaches and a strong emphasis 
on tactics have created an excellent reputa-
tion in the competitive boxing community. 
United Boxing currently boasts three boxers 
on Canada's National Team.

So how does such a wide range of skill 
and experience fit together at one gym? They 
train and practice together side-by-side. 

For Smith, it's all part of their formula for 
success.

“We teach boxing, uncompromising. 
People often come looking for a good work-
out, but they end up getting a base of boxing 
knowledge as well.”

Smith, a former University of Winnipeg 
student, noted that fitness goes hand in hand 

with learning at United Boxing, and takes 
place in the context of community.

“You can get a workout anytime you want 
– even on YouTube. What you're missing is 
the community, leadership and benchmarks 
that make you feel like you're accomplishing 
something. This is a workout with skill ac-
quisition and community,” Smith beamed.

For more information on United Boxing 
Club, visit www.unitedboxing.org.

JT Smith started United Boxing in 2006 with 20 members. The club now has over 150.
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sleep noW in The friar

The devil rocks in mysterious ways.
cesare Bonizzi, italy's heavy-metal monk, 

and frontman of the band Fratello Metallo 
(Metal Brother), has decided to call it quits, 
reported reuters.

The white-bearded 63-year-old, who fell in 
love with metal 15 years ago after a Metallica 
concert, explained to reporters the reason 
he felt the need to get out: the devil.

"The devil has separated me from my 
managers, risked making me break up with 
my band colleagues and also risked making 
me break up with my fellow monks. he 
lifted me up to the point where i become a 
celebrity and now i want to kill him," said 
the monk in a farewell video.

Bonizzi has since shaved off his long mane, 
continuing to devote his life to his faith.

The monk's upcoming metal-off with Satan 
remains unconfirmed.   

ChoColaTe reign

a Parisian sweet maker has taken a unique 
approach in commemorating the end of 
communism.

Marking the twentieth anniversary of the 
fall of the Berlin wall, chocolatier Patrick 
roger decided to recreate the infamous 
barrier, this time out of chocolate, reported 
chocoparis.com

his replica is an astonishing 15-meter-
long structure, made of 900 kilograms of 
chocolate, which took three weeks to build.

it is even decorated with reproductions of 
the wall's original graffiti art, using cocoa 
butter mixed with food coloring.

The wall has since been torn down, and 
is being sold piece by piece at roger's 
chocolate shops around Paris.

who knew capitalism could be so sweet?  

feel The BreeZe

a romanian thief became an unwitting 
underwear model as he attempted to rob a 
supermarket, but was caught with his pants 
down, according to Sky news.

The 22-year-old man became stuck 
attempting to sneak into the store through a 
small window, and relinquished his trousers 
trying to wriggle free.

he remained trapped half-way through the 
gap for 11 hours, as his cold behind remained 
in full view of onlookers until fire crews were 
finally able to free him.

residents of the small Portuguese town of 
almancil are reported to have gathered for 
several hours to laugh at the young man's 
misfortune.

"half in, half out, the poor guy wanted to 
move and couldn't, and without trousers," 
one resident explained.

Once freed, the man was taken into police 
custody.

watch the video here: www.tinyurl.com/
windybum.  

faT CluB

Four Peruvians were recently arrested in 
Lima on suspicion of kidnapping, murder 
and the trafficking of human fat, according 
to reuters. 

The four men were believed to be members 
of a gang whose primary enterprise is killing 
people and selling their precious fat cells to 
cosmetics manufacturers.

"we have people detained who have 
declared and stated how they murdered 
people with the aim being to extract their 
fat in rudimentary labs and sell it," a police 
representative told reporters.

Police collected large numbers of used 
soda and water bottles, which the group 
used to store the fat it collected.

The gang is believed to be responsible 
for nearly sixty homicides in the area, with 
dozens of remains having been uncovered 
already.

Perhaps Fight club was never meant to be 
translated into Spanish.   

arts Briefs
compiled by Sam hagenlocher 

This is mass madness, you maniacs!
The tale of howard Beale and the humanoid culture

Sam hageNloCher
arTS & CUlTUre edITor

Less than three per cent of you people read 
books. Less than 15 per cent of you read 
newspapers. The only truth you know is 
what you get over this tube. Right now, 
there is an entire generation that never 
knew anything that didn't come out of 
this tube. This tube is the gospel, the ul-
timate revelation. This tube can make or 
break presidents, popes, prime ministers. 
This tube is the most awesome goddamn 
force in the whole godless world. Woe is us 
if it ever falls into the hands of the wrong 
people.

Television is not the truth. Television's 
a goddamn amusement park. Television 
is a circus, a carnival, a traveling troupe 
of acrobats, storytellers, dancers, singers, 
jugglers, sideshow freaks, lion tamers and 
football players. We're in the boredom-
killing business. We deal in illusions, 
man. None of it is true!

But you people sit there, day after day, 
night after night, all ages, colors, creeds. 
We're all you know! You're beginning to 
believe the illusions we're spinning here! 
You're beginning to think that the tube 
is reality and that your own lives are 
unreal.

You do whatever the tube tells you. You 
dress like the tube. You eat like the tube. 
You raise your children like the tube. You 
even think like the tube.

This is mass madness, you maniacs! In 
God's name, you people are the real thing. 
We are the illusion!

—Howard Beale, Network

When Sydney Lumet's anti-media opus 
Network premiered in 1976, many people 
didn't know what to make of it. The film, 
which follows the lives of a seasoned journal-
ist of integrity Max Schumacher (William 
Holden), his fellow newsman-turned raving 
prophet Howard Beale (Peter Finch) and their 
amoral ratings-thirsty television program-
mer Diana Christensen (Faye Dunaway), is a 
timely satire which, in many ways, predicted 
much of the world we live in today.

From Beale's startling observations about 
our culture ("This is no longer a nation of 
independent individuals, it's a nation of 200 
some-odd million transistorized, deodorized, 
whiter-that-white steel-belted bodies..."), 
to UBS, the television network in the film, 
turning its news division over to its enter-
tainment division in order to acheive higher 
ratings, to its programmer creating a hit real-
ity television show (The Mao Tse-Tung Hour) 

which follows a terrorist organisation around 
as they commit violent crimes.

The de-humanization of television is old 
news. After 10 solid years of exploitive, niche-
driven reality television (17 if you count 
MTV's The Real World), few things are left 
to be said.

But Howard Beale's hell-fire rage was not 
simply about television itself, but was about 
our growing humanoid culture, and our reli-
ance upon information media. That induced 
de-humanization is far more attributed to 
our dependance on the Internet today, than 
to televison.

But is this a correct comparison? The 
Internet may be primarily a boredom-killer, 
but it's not a programmed entity to be feared. 
The Internet can in fact be liberating, allow-
ing people the freedom to choose the infor-
mation they take in.

Henry Jenkins, former co-director of the 
Comparative Media Studies program at 
MIT, argued that public schools are in fact 
the problem, not the Internet.

"Schools are bureaucracies. They're based 
on fixed relationships between teachers and 
learners, bureaucratic structures, regulations, 
one-size-fits-all, standardized curriculums 
and standardized testing," said Jenkins in a 
recent interview with Frontline. "The Internet 
is based on collective intelligence; we learn 
from each other. In a world of collective intel-
ligence nobody knows everything, everybody 
knows something, anything that an individ-
ual member knows is accessible to the social 
network as a whole. School is still based on 
the notion of the autonomous learner."

In many ways, this both rejects and con-
firms Beale's fears. While this collective in-
telligence that Jenkins talked about sounds 
helpful, this is essentially where the idea of a 
'humanoid' culture comes from, where every-

one knows what everyone else knows, from 
the public information to the very private.

N. Katherine Hayles, a literature profes-
sor at Duke University, argued that we are 
not living in the humanoid age, but the 
post-human. In her book, How We Became 
Posthuman, she discusses the evolution of the 
"cyborg," testing cybernetic circuits spliced 
with human traits, such as unique wills, de-
sires and perceptions, to see if a human inter-
facing with it, and other humans, can tell the 
real human from the fake one.

"As you gaze at the flickering signifiers 
scrolling down the computer screens, no mat-
ter what identifications you assign to the em-
bodied entities that you cannot see, you have 
already become posthuman," she writes.

This begs the question: is the Internet sim-
ply an inhuman reflection of ourselves? Or is 
it simply an expansive library the world has 
never before known?

This ongoing social discussion likely will 
never see its resolution. But since the use of 
social networking sites allowing members 
to customize their profiles and create their 
own identities has already become seemingly 
bourgeois, perhaps we are living in the post-
human world afterall.

Jon
ATH

An dyCk

"as you gaze at the 
flickering signifiers 
scrolling down the computer 
screens, no matter what 
identifications you assign to 
the embodied entities that 
you cannot see, you have 
already become posthuman." 
—n. KaTherine hayLeS,  
LiTeraTUre PrOFeSSOr, DUKe UniVerSiTy
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The universiTy of Winnipeg 
aWards: 

http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards 

WoRk STudy PRogRAM

Project descriptions and applications for the 2009-
10 work study Program are available in student 
services (located on the first floor of graham 
hall) or in student central (on the first floor of 
centennial hall). you can also obtain project 
descriptions and application forms from the awards 
& financial aid website: http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/
index/services-awards-work-study-program. 

to be eligible for the work study Program, you 
must: 

- Be registered in a degree program at the univer-
sity of winnipeg in the 2009/10 academic year on a 
full-time basis as defined by the Manitoba student 
assistance Program (18 credit hour minimum) 

- have successfully completed 30 credit hours (gPa 
of 2.0 or higher) 

- Be on regular status at the university of 
winnipeg 

- receive a government student loan of at least 
$1,000 for 2009/10 as a result of the financial 
need assessment done by the Manitoba student 
financial assistance Program or another province's 
student aid office or obtain a student line-of-credit 
or student bank loan for 2009/10 of at least $1,000 

deadline: oct. 16, 2009. 

Late applications are being accepted for 
position numbers: 1, 4, 7, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, 21, 27, 
28, 32 & 40. 

note: you can apply for a maximum of four 
positions and cannot be hired for more than one. 

unIVERSITy oF WInnIPEg buRSARIES  

Mr. & Mrs. onG hoo honG MeMoriaL bursarY 
in reLiGious studies 

established in 2003 by gim ong, this bursary fund 
honours the memory of his parents. Bursaries 
will be awarded at the discretion of the awards & 
financial aid office to full-time students who have 
a minimum 2.5 gPa and are facing unique financial 
hardships, such as students with dependents or 
with disabilities, who register for at least one Bibli-
cal studies course in the department of religious 
studies during the academic year. application 
forms are available in student services, first floor 
graham hall, or on our website. 

value: $1,500 

deadline: nov. 30, 2009 

WinniPeG education centre b.ed. ProGraM 
bursaries For aboriGinaL students 

two bursaries are available for application 
for aboriginal students in the B.ed. program. 
application forms are available from the awards & 
financial aid office in student services, first floor 
graham hall, or on our website.  

deadline: dec. 11, 2009 

internationaL student bursarY ProGraM 

international students who are attending the 
university of winnipeg and who have financial 
need may apply for bursary assistance. application 
forms will be available in student services, first 
floor graham hall, or student central, first floor 
centennial hall, or on our website. 

deadline: dec. 22, 2009 

GeneraL bursarY ProGraM 

Bursaries are supplementary financial assistance 
awards, normally $300-$750 in value. in order 
to be considered, you must prove financial need 
and you must be making satisfactory academic 
progress (i.e. maintaining a "c" average). Because 
funds are limited, not everyone who qualifies will 
receive a bursary. application forms are available 
in student services, first floor graham hall, or 
student central, first floor centennial hall, or on 
our website. 

deadline: Jan. 29, 2010 

Graduate & ProFessionaL studies aPPLica-
tion eXPenses bursarY 

the purpose of this bursary fund is to provide 
some assistance to students with respect to the 
high costs associated with applying to graduate 
and Professional schools. application forms are 
available from the awards & financial aid office in 
student services, first floor graham hall, or on our 
website. students may apply any time during the 

fall/winter academic year, provided that funding 
is available for this bursary. applications will be 
evaluated on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

aWards oFFered bY eXternaL aGencies and 
orGaniZations: 

aucc aWards

the association of universities and colleges of 
canada provides 150 scholarship programs on 
behalf of the federal government, domestic and 
foreign agencies, and private sector companies. 
check out their website www.aucc.ca and look 
under the heading scholarships and internships for 
canadian students. 

deadlines: various 

idrc/crdi aWards 

the international development research centre 
(idrc) is a canadian crown corporation that works 
in close collaboration with researchers from the 
developing world in their search for the means to 
build healthier, more equitable and more prosper-
ous societies. various research and academic 
awards are available for application. Please visit 
their website for more information on their award 
programs: www.idrc.ca/awards. 

soroPtiMist internationaL oF the aMericas 
WoMen's oPPortunitY aWards 

the women’s opportunity awards is an annual 
program that begins at the local soroptimist 
club level, where award amounts vary. club 
recipients become eligible to receive region-level 
awards, which are granted through soroptimist’s 
28 geographic regions. each soroptimist region 
grants one first-place award for $5,000. (note: 
most regions grant additional $3,000 awards.) the 
28 first-place recipients then become eligible to 
receive one of three $10,000 finalist awards. 

eligible applicants must be women who provide 
primary financial support for their families 
and who are enrolled in or have been accepted 
to a vocational/skills training program or an 
undergraduate degree program. applicants must 
demonstrate financial need and cannot have 
already earned an undergraduate degree. only 
residents of soroptimist international of the 
americas' 19 member countries and territories are 
eligible to apply. 

applications are accepted each year from July 
1 until dec. 1. applications received after dec. 1 
and before July 1 will not be considered. visit their 
website for more information or to apply: www.
wcsoroptimist.org.  

neLson house Medicine LodGe bursarY 

nelson house Medicine lodge is offering a $2,500 
bursary to post-secondary students from the Mko 
region of northern Manitoba who are enrolled in 
any field of study at any recognized university in 
canada or the united states. to be eligible students 
must submit a project that will be evaluated by a 
selection committee. you must download and read 
the application package and fully comply with 
the submission requirements outlined. for more 
information, visit http://www.medicinelodge.ca/
education.html. 

deadline: nov. 27, 2009 

uKrainian resource and deveLoPMent 
centre aWards 

this year, the ukrainian resource and development 
centre (urdc) is offering the following four award 
opportunities to students: 

1. the alberta council for the ukrainian arts (acua) 
award ($500) is offered annually for a project 
that fosters a greater awareness of ukrainian art 
in alberta. this project may be in the form of an 
exhibit, festival, educational program or special 
project. 

2. the roger charest, sr. award for Broadcast & 
Media arts ($500) is offered annually to applicants, 
either individuals or groups, for an initiative to 
create a special program or series which may later 
be suitable for broadcast and may further the 
cause of multiculturalism in canada. 

3. the roman soltykewych Music scholarship 
($500) is offered annually to applicants, either 
individuals or groups, determined to pursue futher 
studies in the field of ukrainian choral or vocal 
music. 

4. the anna Pidruchney award for new writers 
($1,000) is available annually to a novice writer for 
a work on ukrainian-canadian theme. submissions 

for this year's award must be in ukrainian. Previous 
award recipients of this award are not eligible. 

for more information contact the awards & 
financial aid office at 786-9984. application forms 
and guidelines are available from urdc: 

the ukrainian resource and development centre 

grant Macewan college 

Box 1796 

edmonton, aB t5J 2P2 

ph.: (780) 497-5494 or 497-4374 

fax: (780) 497-4377 

email: haydukl@macewan.ca  

deadline: nov. 30, 2009 

hoLstein canada education aWards 

six bursaries of $750 will be awarded according 
to the following geographical divisions: western 
canada (1), ontario (2), Quebec (2) and atlantic 
canada (1). 

consideration will be given to each category 
according to the following criteria: 

- 20 points, farm involvement 

- 30 points, youth program involvement 

- 30 points, career choice 

- 20 points, points scholastic record 

other accomplishments may influence the selection 
committee in the event of a close decision. winners 
will be notified immediately upon the committee's 
decision in december. a general announcement will 
be made through the info holstein publication at 
a later date. 

to be eligible to apply you must: 

- be a regular or junior member of holstein canada, 
or the son/daughter of a member 

- have completed at least one year of university/
college (or cégep in Québec) 

- submit an official, original transcript (faxed and 
photocopied submissions will not be accepted) and 
a copy of your resume 

- be returning to school within the calendar year 

submissions may be typed on the pages provided 
on holstein canada's website: www.holstein.ca. 

it is the responsibility of the applicant to confirm 
receipt with holstein canada. Mail or courier to: 

alain lajeunesse 

holstein canada education awards 

20 corporate Place 

P.o. Box 610 

Brantford, on n3t 5r4 

for more information and general inquiries, contact 
alain lajeunesse by phone 519-756-8300 (ext. 
280), fax 519-756-3502 or e-mail: alajeunesse@
holstein.ca 

deadline: nov. 30, 2009 

bridGet WaLsh schoLarshiP 

the Bridget walsh scholarship was created from 
the royalties of sheelagh conway's book the 
faraway hill are green: voices of irish women in 
canada. in recognition of the canadian women 
whose stories are told in the book, Ms. conway 
donates half the royalties to low-income, single-
parent, irish women in canada wishing to pursue a 
university or college education.  

contact: 

chairperson, Bridget walsh scholarship 

205 Mountainview road north 

georgetown, on l7g 4t8 

tel. (905) 873-0873 

deadline: dec. 15, 2009 

WoMen's oPPortunitY aWards 

if you are a female head of a household with one or 
more dependents, are attending an undergraduate 
degree program or vocational training program as 
a mature student, and need financial assistance 
to complete your education, you are eligible for a 
women's opportunity award offered by soroptomist 
international of winnipeg. for more information 
contact heather Menzies at 475-2526 or email: 
hgm16@mts.net. 

deadline: dec. 15, 2009 

readinG counciL oF Greater WinniPeG 50th 
anniversarY schoLarshiP 

Qualifications: 

- enrolled in a Bachelor of education degree 
program in winnipeg, Manitoba 

- plans to teach in the Manitoba education system 
upon graduation 

- resides in the province of Manitoba 

- committed to furthering literacy and language 
arts skills of all students 

Background: 

two scholarships ($500 each) have been 
established to commemorate the charter of the 
reading council of greater winnipeg (rcgw) in 1956 
and also to recognize the visionary teachers from 
winnipeg who formed the first council in canada. 
rcgw is an affiliate of the international reading 
association which is made up of 90,000 literacy 
educators worldwide. this award is created to 
support tuition and material costs. all applications 
will be given a fair and careful review by a standing 
committee. 

application requirements: 

- a personal statement of educational and career 
goals 

- a short paper detailing your vision for and 
commitment to literacy education in Manitoba for 
children and youth (approx. 500 words) 

- a short resume 

- a letter of reference from a teacher or professor 

- proof of continuing university studies (enrol-
ment), standing and expected graduation date 

submit completed applications to: rcgw scholar-
ship committee c/o committee chair, 320 Mountain 
ave. winnipeg, MB, r2w 1k1. 

deadline: Jan. 8, 2010 

note: successful recipients will be notified by feb. 
1, 2010. 

MAnITobA STudEnT AId PRogRAM 
(MSAP) 

Manitoba student aid is now accepting applications 
for the 2010 winter session. students can apply 
online at www.manitobastudentaid.ca. 

new to the student aid program this year are a 
series of grants and bursaries: 

- canada student grant for students from 
low-income families 

- canada student grant for students from 
Middle-income families 

- canada student grant for students with 
dependents 

- rural/northern Bursary 

these grants are the first money students will 
receive in their financial aid packages, before any 
loans are awarded. Many students may, in fact, 
receive the majority of their financial assistance in 
the form of grants. 

Be sure to apply early and to submit all requested 
documentation as soon as possible to ensure that 
you receive all the grant funds for which you are 
eligible. 

Procedures: 

confirmation of enrolment & release of 
Government student aid documents 

approximately three weeks before classes begin, 
the Manitoba student aid Program (MsaP) will 
begin printing official assistance documents 
for students whose MsaP documentation and 
university course registration are in order. 
MsaP will mail the documents to students at 
the addresses they have provided on their MsaP 
applications. the document you receive already will 
have been electronically approved by the awards 
& financial aid office. it will indicate the fees you 
owe to the university of winnipeg. these fees will 
be deducted from your student aid. 

if the document is a canada student financial 
assistance document, you should take it to an 
approved canada Post outlet for forwarding to the 
national student loan centre. 

if the document is a Manitoba student aid 
document, you should forward it to the MsaP loan 
administration department. 

the national student loan centre of the MsaP 
loan administration department will process the 

document, transferring the fee payment portion 
directly to the university and depositing any 
additional balance to your account. instructions on 
these processes will be included in your student 
aid document package. 

course Load 

the minimum course load for which you must 
register to be eligible for any form of government 
student assistance is 60 per cent of the maximum 
course load required for your study period: 

- fall/winter academic year – 18 credit hours 

- fall term or winter term only – 9 credit hours 
which begin and end within that term 

you must maintain the appropriate minimum 
course load for your study period in order to retain 
your student assistance eligibility. 

registration at another Post-secondary 
institution 

if, in addition to university of winnipeg courses, 
you are registered and taking courses elsewhere 
during the academic year for credit towards your 
university of winnipeg degree, you must present 
proof of registration to the awards & financial aid 
office before your student assistance document 
can be authorized and released to you. 

Fee Payment 

your fees will be deducted from the student 
assistance document when it is electronically ap-
proved by the university. government student aid 
is used first to meet educational costs. all overdue 
fees and emergency loans as well as fees for the 
current study period will be deducted from the 
student aid document. if your student assistance 
does not cover your required fee payment, you 
will have to make payment on your own by the fee 
payment deadline. credits for scholarships you 
may be receiving will reduce the amount of fees 
deducted from the student aid document. 

Fee deferral 

the awards & financial aid office can defer 
your fees if you have applied for government 
student aid but have not received your confirmed 
assistance document by the fee payment deadline. 
fee deferral means that your registration will not 
be cancelled because of your failure to pay by 
the deadline. however, you will be charged the 
late payment fee unless you have submitted your 
student aid application in sufficient time for it to 
be processed by the payment deadline. 

if your name is on the awards & financial office 
fee deferral list but you withdraw from university 
courses, you will be responsible for the fees you 
owe until your actual date of withdrawal. 

if you are out of funds before your next disburse-
ment of government student aid occurs, you can 
arrange for bridge financing from the university 
in the form of an emergency loan. Please call 
786-9458 for an appointment. 

did You KnoW... that Manitoba student aid staff 
can be on campus on fridays from 1 – 4 p.m. to 
meet with them, you need to set up an appointment 
time. come to student services and book an 
appointment, or phone 786-9458 or 789-1420. 

did You KnoW... you can check the status of your 
student aid application, find out what documenta-
tion is still outstanding, update your address 
information and much more online? go to www.
manitobastudentaid.ca and then to Mysao to log 
into your existing account. 

did You KnoW... if you are a student who has 
had past government student loans and are 
currently a full-time student but do not have a 
student loan this year, you can fill out a schedule 2 
document to remain in non-payment status. Please 
come to student services in graham hall, where 
front-counter staff can help you with this form. 

oTHER AWARd WEbSITES: 

canada student loan program & other important 
information on finances and budgeting: www.
canlearn.ca 

Manitoba student aid Program: www.manitobastu-
dentaid.ca 

surfing for dollars? try these two websites: 

www.studentawards.com 

www.scholarshipscanada.com

awarDS & FinanciaL aiD the awards and financial aid staff of the university of winnipeg provides the student body with current information on award opportunities. this information is updated weekly.
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good
& evilcrossword Puzzle 13

Solutions to crossword and sudoku will be printed in the next issue.

Solutions to november 19 puzzles:

Setting the comedic 
bar low. real low.
Superstar comedian Dane cook 
performed in our fair city this past 
week. Unfortunately for me, i did not 
get the chance to go.

i am a hUGe Dane cook fan, so it 
killed me a little bit that i wasn’t able 
to take in the show, but i guess that’s 
life. i’ll just have to catch him next 
time he comes through town – if he 
chooses to bless our humble city with 
his greatness again in the future, that 
is.

The reason i am such a hUGe Dane 
cook fan is probably not the same 
reason a lot of other people are. 
Seeing as tickets for last week’s show 
ranged from $36.50 to $260, there 
are apparently many people who are 
willing to actually pay a lot of money 
to see him perform. But i am not one 
of these people.

how then, you might ask, if i would 
never have paid that much to see one 
of Dane cook’s shows, can i be justified 
in calling myself a hUGe fan of his? it’s 
simple. i’m not a fan of his comedy; i’m 
a fan of what he does for comedy.

Dane cook is so mediocre and 
uninspired that he sets the bar 
realistically low for other aspiring 
comedians. his shtick is so unoriginal 
and derivative of the same shit we’ve 
seen bad comics doing for years that 
it gives people who think they might 
like to try comedy the impression that 
they can do it too.

i’ve believed for a long time now that 
truly great comedy is the kind that is 
so inspired and so beyond the reach of 
everyday people that it makes other 
comedians want to kill themselves. 
it makes them realize that they will 
never achieve anything so epic and 
amazing.

andy Kaufman was one such asshole: 
someone who was so brilliant that his 
comedy made other comedians want 
to jump off a cliff. i feel the same way 
about Bill hicks, Mitch hedberg and 
Lenny Bruce.

what these people did was so 
amazing that few people (if any) will 
ever be able to match their comedic 
brilliance. That’s why i think they 
were a bunch of assholes: because 
they made people feel bad about 
themselves. Dane cook would never 
do anything like that.

another great example of mediocrity 
in the name of sparing the feelings of 
the masses is the band nickelback. 
They are so generic and mediocre 
that no teen-aged aspiring musician 
will ever listen to one of their albums 
and think, “wow. i’ll never be as good 
as them. i may as well off myself right 
now.”

as someone who dabbles in musical 
comedy, the only thing i could ever 
hope for is that Dane cook and 
nickelback may one day team up to 
lower the bar for me too. Maybe i’ll 
write them a letter to suggest the idea 
to them.

But don’t look for me at their show.

Don’t let J. Williamez’s modesty 
fool you. He is at least as funny as 
Nickelback and as musically tal-
ented as Dane Cook.

bESTCRoSSWoRdS.CoM

across
1- Short gaiters
6- wither
10- Morse element
14- nun wear
15- Lodge letters
16- TV award
17- Less cordial
18- Bang-up
19- remove water 

from a boat
20- Diving seabird
22- Spanish Miss
24- affirmative vote
26- Plunder
27- Listen
31- astronaut Grissom

32- Take pleasure in
33- noblemen
36- Singer Torme
39- horse color
40- Great
41- currency unit in 

western Samoa
42- Georgia, once: 

abbr.
43- Take away by 

force
44- Japanese poem
45- agnus ___
46- Turbid
48- Takes by theft
51- crone
52- companion of 

Daniel
54- Turns
59- island of hawaii
60- Midday
62- conductor Dorati
63- camaro model
64- Serbian folk 

dance
65- inscribed pillar
66- internet writing 

system that popu-
larized "pwn3d" 
and "n00b"

67- Up and ___!
68- wished
 

down
1- Vessel
2- Tempo
3- Slightly
4- a wedding cake 

may have three of 
these

5- a poorly-wiped 
window?

6- ring org.
7- wall St. debuts
8- hermit
9- Mall-goer, often
10- ruins
11- at full speed
12- Strike hard
13- Tree frog

21- caustic stuff
23- Literary work
25- clothe
27- "his and ___"
28- Slaughter of 

baseball
29- cracked
30- Jockey Turcotte
34- Fedex rival
35- Sailing vessel
36- Female servant
37- Sommer of film
38- extol
40- ceylon, now
41- 19th letter of the 

Greek alphabet
43- Don

44- Bunk
45- Detract
47- Back muscle, 

briefly
48- apportion
49- Lake in the Sierra 

nevada
50- Go swiftly
52- earth
53- Gap
55- a big fan of
56- Pace
57- Story
58- Dog-powered 

snow vehicle
61- ___ de guerre

amanda Grant 
gives the raw deal

SagaN morrow
STaff wrITer

On Thursday, Nov. 12, 
Winnipeg’s own raw vegan 
Amanda Grant held a private 
raw food preparation class. 
The purpose of the class was to 
demonstrate how raw food can 
be incorporated into a healthy 
lifestyle.

The success of her first class is 
indicative that she’s well on her 
way to achieving her mission. 
With a turnout of a dozen peo-
ple, every seat was full. Some 
were Grant’s friends; others 
had found out about the class 
through other means, such as 
her website: http://eatingraw-
withamanda.positivelyeco.com.

People with illnesses like di-
abetes attended alongside oth-
ers interested in saving on the 

money and energy of cook-
ing appliances, as well as those 
wanting to learn more about nu-
trition in general. Participants 
were encouraged to come to 
the front of the class and get in-
volved with making the meals.

A “raw food diet” empha-
sizes eating un-processed and 
uncooked foods. Any food that 
has not been heated above 115 
degrees Fahrenheit is consid-
ered raw.

Grant, who has completed 
her bachelor of science in biol-
ogy, says that this way of eating 
preserves the living enzymes in 
food. The diet has vastly im-
proved her personal health: she 
no longer wears glasses, her skin 
is clear and her immune system 
is stronger than ever.

There are other benefits to 
eating raw besides personal 
health.

Because no cooking is re-
quired, this cuts back on energy 
required to fire up the oven. 
Meals can be thrown together 
in minutes by tossing all the 
ingredients together in a food 
processor or blender. It also 
limits the amount of dishes re-
quired to make the meal, mean-
ing less cleanup (and who can 
complain about that?).

Food getting cold isn’t some-
thing to worry about with a raw 
diet, either.

“If my son wants to keep 
playing when dinner’s ready, I 
let him. He can eat when he’s 
ready,” said Grant.

The meal that Grant pre-

pared for her class was a mouth-
watering four-course menu, the 
recipes of which were supplied 
to everyone who attended the 
class.

A fresh and rejuvenating 
juice of pineapple and leafy 
greens whet our appetite be-
fore a delicious salad. A heap-
ing plate of mixed baby greens 
with chopped vegetables and 
red onion dressing with fresh 
grapes. The salad was such a hit 
that the remnants of the bowl 
were “fought over” by everyone 
at my table.

For the main course, Grant 
prepared zucchini pasta piled 
high with zesty, chunky mari-
nara sauce.

There was so much food, and 
it was so filling, that it was dif-
ficult to finish the plate.

To end the evening, a sin-
fully decadent chocolate pud-
ding was served for dessert, 
made from avocado and cacao 
powder. This was an incredibly 
creamy, rich chocolate dish that 
perfectly satisfied the palate.

Although a schedule for fu-
ture classes has yet to be deter-
mined, Grant says that she will 
“definitely be continuing with 
classes” from all of the positive 
feedback she received from her 
first class.

University of Winnipeg student 
Sagan Morrow writes a health 
and wellness blog. Check it out 
at http://livinghealthyinthereal-
world.wordpress.com.

visit us online at
www.uniter.ca



www.UniTer.caThe UniTer       November 26, 2009

arTs & CulTure20

the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in winnipeg inspired by the 
helsinki fashion blog www.hel-looks.com. each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars 
in an attempt to encourage individual expression and celebrate that you are really, really good looking. 
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luke
"I try to dress like 
a hip teacher from 
a TV sitcom."

           Ask Kathleen The UniTer’S reSiDenT FaShiOn FanaTic 
anSwerS yOUr QUeSTiOnS aBOUT cLOTheS

kaThleeN Cerrer
STaff wrITer

dear kathleen, how can I wear hats 
without flattening my hair?

–Hat head
It's inevitable that your hair will 
be somewhat out of shape if you 
choose to wear a hat. Still, there are 
steps to maintain your hairstyle or 
certain hats that you can choose to 
reduce the whole "hat head" look. 
Volumizing hair products such as 
mousses can help in keeping your 
hair full of volume and away from 
flattening your look. Hairspray is 
key in setting your style, although 
don't overspray or your hat may in-
dent your hair more-so since your 
hat adjusts to the shape of your 
head. Also, be sure your hat isn't 
worn too tightly as this will only 
compress your hair and in turn 
flatten your hair. Try on different 
types of hats next time you're out 
shopping. There are many styles 
out there and you may find one 
that better suits your look.

dear kathleen, how do I tie a tie?
–Tangled in Knots

The age-old question is bound to 
arise especially now that the holi-
day season is nearing; inevitably, 

various events call for a suit and 
tie. But instead of attempting to 
describe the steps, I came across a 
great website which not only gives 
you instructions, but has a video 
tutorial and diagrams to help as 
well: www.tie-a-tie.net.

When looking for a tie, keep in 
mind the colour, versatility, fabric 
and jacket you are wearing it with. 
The selection of ties today are quite 
vast and can range from solid to 
patterned designs, skinny styles, to 
silk and even wool. It’s best to give 
them a try with a variety of suits 
and outfits.

dear kathleen, fanny packs: Are 
they a no or a go?

–Stuck in the '80s
This one can be a touchy subject! 
In my opinion, the typical fanny 
packs we saw in the '80s and early 
'90s are a fun item to wear. I mean, 
when you think about it, it’s a has-
sle-free way to carry goods with-
out having to worry about a purse. 
It's not my personal style, but I 
say if you feel comfortable sport-
ing this look, go for it! This is my 
take on fashion in general: if you 
like it, then who cares if it’s the lat-
est thing on the runways. The way 
each individual chooses to express 
their own unique sense of style is 
what makes fashion exciting. There 
are other forms of the fanny pack, 

created in a slightly different style. 
Leather, suede, snakeskin or styled 
fanny packs adorned with buck-
les, chains and belts are alternative 
styles of the infamous fanny pack.

dear kathleen, can I wear flat boots 
or shoes to formal events?

–A New Low
Typically, heels are your best bet. 
They not only create a fancier look 
but make you stand straighter and 
add that extra boost (literally!). 
If for some reason heels are not 
your thing or you are heading to 
an event minus the heels, there are 
ways to pull off this look. Footwear 
which is made out of durable, well-
made material, such as leather, nat-
urally gives off a look with an edge, 
so try to stick with those styles. A 
tall, flat leather boot can definitely 
add some extra flair – especially an 
over the knee style. If you are wear-
ing shoes in the form of a ballerina 
flat, try a pointy toe as opposed to 
a rounded toe. It will elongate the 
leg while at the same time adding a 
formal touch.

Do you have a question for 
Kathleen? 

Send it to arts@uniter.ca.

did you know the uniter's listings 
 are online at www.uniter.ca?

CIn
dy TITuS

is he going for the Pratt knot or the windsor? Learning how to tie a tie is easy with 
www.tie-a-tie.net.

Write for The 
uniter's arts and 
culture section!

w

no experience 
necessary.

w

E-MAIL ARTS@
unITER.CA


