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until Tues., Sept. 29 at cre8ery.

PhOTOGraPh By cinDy TiTUS

CONtACt US »
General Inquiries: 204.786.9790
Advertising: 204.786.9790
editors: 204.786.9497
Fax: 204.783.7080
e-mail: uniter@uniter.ca
Web: www.uniter.ca

LOCAtION »
room Orm14
University of Winnipeg
515 portage Avenue

Winnipeg, manitoba  r3b 2e9

Mouseland Press Board of directors:  
Michael rac (chair), Shawn coates, courtney 
Berthelette, clayton winter, Devin King, alex 
Freedman, Shannon Sampert, rob nay, Brian 
Gagnon, Meg McGimpsey, Kelly ross (UwSa 
representative). 
For inquiries e-mail: board@uniter.ca

arts & culture page 9campus news  pages 5 & 6

Big Smash! Productions 
makes you pay to get out 
of the horror film marathon

ManaGinG eDiTOr  
Stacy Cardigan Smith » editor@uniter.ca

BUSineSS ManaGer   
James D. Patterson » business@uniter.ca

PrODUcTiOn ManaGer  
Melody Morrissette » designer@uniter.ca

cOPy anD STyLe eDiTOr 
Chris Campbell » style@uniter.ca

PhOTO eDiTOr 
Mark Reimer » photo@uniter.ca

newS aSSiGnMenT eDiTOr 
Andrew McMonagle » news@uniter.ca

newS PrODUcTiOn eDiTOr 
Cameron MacLean » newsprod@uniter.ca

arTS anD cULTUre eDiTOr 
Aaron Epp » arts@uniter.ca

cOMMenTS eDiTOr 
Andrew Tod » comments@uniter.ca

LiSTinGS cOOrDinaTOr 
J.P. Perron » listings@uniter.ca

caMPUS BeaT rePOrTer 
Courtney Schwegel » courtney@uniter.ca

BeaT rePOrTer 
Caitlin Laird » caitlin@uniter.ca

BeaT rePOrTer 
Ethan Cabel » ethan@uniter.ca

BeaT rePOrTer 
Samuel Swanson » samuel@uniter.ca

cULTUre rePOrTer 
C. Jordan Crosthwaite » jordan@uniter.ca

We've got your 
campus covered 

Brooke Dmytriw, Karlene Ooto-
Stubbs, natasha Tersigni, Melanie 
Murchison, rob holt, ali Fulmyk, 
Mike Duerksen, crystal Laderas, 

Sam hagenlocher, Brittany Thiessen, 
Timothy Penner, Sagan Morrow, J. 

williamez, chris Friesen, ryan Janz, 
antoinette Dycksman, Kelsey clifford, 
James culleton, cindy Titus, Bill Beso, 

will Gibson, Scott van Slyck

CoNTrIBUTorS:

news

by Courtney SChwegel

Q: What do you think of Campaign Life CoaLition’s strategies  
of demonstrating in front of the Women’s heaLth CLiniC?

Joan Hay 
Community helper,  
Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre 
“Since they don’t perform abor-
tions (at the Women’s Health 
Clinic on Graham Avenue)  
I don’t know if it’s proper or if 
it’s even relevant. To me there 
are probably more constructive 
things they could do.” 

Vince Thompson 
Second year student, psychology/
statistics 
“It bugs the piss out of me.”

Charlotte Burrough 
Third year student, statistics 
“I don’t think that they are 
going to get very far by doing 
that because people are still 
going to want abortions. It is 
just going to make people feel 
uncomfortable.”

Christine Neale 
Administrative assistant, 
Salvation Army 
“I have mixed feelings about it. 
I think we need to protect the 
eyes of living children. I have 
seen some pro-life campaigns 
with the grossest pictures.”

Terence Fuller 
Film technician 
“Obviously everybody has the 
rights to their own opinions…
but it’s ridiculous trying to 
dictate others’ lives, especially 
when they are going through 
hard times.”

Local group takes 
on abortion every 
Thursday

eThaN CaBel
BeaT reporTer

The front sidewalk of the Women’s 
Health Clinic (WHC), a feminist 
community-based health centre lo-
cated at 419 Graham Avenue, has 
become a forum for a longstanding 
Canadian debate.

Members of the Campaign 
Life Coalition (CLC), a multi-de-
nominational pro-life group, pro-
test every Thursday in front of the 
clinic.

“Our approach is that women 
themselves are the best people 
to make decisions on their own 
health,” said Joan Dawkins, exec-
utive director of the WHC. “And 
they need to be in an environment 
that is conducive to choice."

The WHC is both a centre to 
provide counselling on unplanned 
pregnancy options, as well as a 
place where women can find a ca-
pable midwife and register for new 
mothers’ programs.

“Ultimately, we believe in choice 
across a wide spectrum,” said 
Dawkins.

Although the clinic is ardently 
pro-choice, abortions are per-
formed at undisclosed locations in 
Winnipeg. This fact prompts the 
Campaign Life Coalition to pro-
test at locations aligned with a pro-
choice ideology.

“They keep the abortion clinic a 
secret,” said Maria Slykerman, the 
president of the CLC’s Manitoba 
chapter. “It’s pretty darn sneaky…
abortion is paid for out of tax pay-
er’s money, they’re killing babies 
with our money.”

The CLC is a national orga-
nization with several provincial 
chapters, each working to bring 
Canada’s attention to the abor-

tion issue. The CLC approaches 
this goal from various angles, from 
the endorsement of specific fed-
eral politicians to small pickets and 
larger demonstrations. The CLC 
conducted their last large protest in 
front of the Women’s Hospital, as 
part of their 40 Days for Life cam-
paign earlier this year.

“We fast, pray and do out-
reach for 40 days, from 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m., to change abortion policies 
in Canada,” said Slykerman. “We 
don’t always know how far reaching 
it is; only God knows… hopefully 

it will prompt women to decide to 
keep their children.”

The CLC believes that small pro-
tests, like the ones regularly held at 
the Women’s Health Clinic, can be 
just as effective as the larger dem-
onstrations, even if the change is 
not immediately evident.

“We get a lot of reaction out of 
people, but we don’t always see the 
result… you can kill babies all you 
want, but the doctors are not God 
and they don’t necessarily know 
what will happen,” said Florence 
Bouchard, a protester and member 
of the CLC, who opposes counsel-
ling older women to abort because 
of possible complications.

Among the pamphlets and 
publications handed out during 
their weekly picket, the CLC re-
fers women to the pro-life Crisis 
Pregnancy Centre, located at 650 
Broadway.

The Crisis Centre practices a pro-

foundly different approach to the 
counselling of pregnant women.

While the WHC will counsel 
women in unplanned pregnancy 
options, including abortion, the 
Crisis Centre is committed in part 
to helping women who suffer from 
post-abortion trauma or depres-
sion, according to their website. 
The Centre was unavailable for 
comment before press time.

“We can live in the world to-
gether but we cannot stand on 
any mutual ground,” said WHC's 
Dawkins. “I think these are very 
black and white issues.”

“I don’t think so,” said CLC's 
Slykerman, when asked whether 
pro-choice and pro-life people can 
coexist.

“One believes in evil and one be-
lieves in good…you can’t kill inno-
cent human beings and see eye to 
eye. It’s impossible.”

The campaign Life coalition directs women to clinics that counsel women with "post-
abortion trauma."

Ch
RiS FRiESEn

Taking the abortion debate to the street
hiSTOry OF aBOrTiOn 
Law in canaDa
1892: canadian criminal code is 
made law, prohibiting abortion 
as well as the distribution, ad-
vertising or sale of contracep-
tives in canada.
1969: The government of 
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau 
amends the criminal code to 
allow for abortions to be per-
formed when a woman’s health 
is at risk, up to the discre-
tion of a three-doctor panel. 
contraceptives are legalized.
1969-1970: abortion activist 
henry Morgentaler opens an 
abortion clinic in Montreal, 
directly violating the law. he is 
charged with various offenses, 
beginning a 20-year struggle 
to amend abortion policies in 
canada.
1983: after being acquitted of 
several charges, Morgentaler 
is again charged for practicing 
abortions with two colleagues 
in Toronto. eventually the 
case is brought to before the 
Supreme court.
1988: The Supreme court of 
canada strikes down abortion 
law as unconstitutional. Due to 
this ruling, canada becomes 
one of few countries that do 
not legally restrict access to 
abortion.

Looking For LiStingS? 
campus, community and volunteer 

opportunities  page 6
music  page 10
Galleries, theatre, dance and 

comedy  page 11
Film and literature  page 12
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CaITlIN laIrd
BeaT reporTer

We Canadians are a jovial bunch. 
But we may be overpaying for our 
sense of self-worth.

The Happy Planet Index study 
published by the New Economics 
Foundation measures the well-be-
ing of countries across the globe 
against their ecological footprint. 
The results show that although we 
have always equated greater wealth 
– and hence, exploitation – with 
greater happiness, this may be 
false.

Canada ranked 89 out of 143 
countries, meaning we have a high 
sense of well-being and a fat foot-
print to match. Costa Rica, which 
has significantly lower income lev-
els than us, came in first.

These findings suggest that while 
a certain level of national wealth 
contributes to happiness, excessive 
wealth does not correlate to greater 
well-being.

“Our patterns of consumption 
are not sustainable,” said Randall 
McQuaker, executive director of 
Resource Conservation Manitoba.

“If other nations consumed and 
destroyed at the same rate that we 
do, the planet could not sustain 
it.”

However, the study suggests 
adopting more sustainable prac-
tices will not lead to a lesser qual-
ity of life.

“There is a reasonable link be-
tween resource consumption and 

basic well-being,” said McQuaker. 
“But if we consume more are we 
necessarily more well off? To a de-
gree that may be true. However, 
there is a point at which more ma-
terial consumption doesn’t equate 
to more happiness. Excessive 
consumption doesn’t make you 
happier.”

Case in point: Costa Rica. How 
they came out on top with high 
well-being and a relatively tiny 
footprint may in part be related to 
what happiness means to them.

“In North American cultures, 
wealth is seen as a better indicator 
of satisfaction, whereas in Eastern 
cultures, it is family connection 
and social relationships which are 
emphasized,” said Marian Morry, a 

social psychologist at the University 
of Manitoba.

Exactly how North America can 
manage a shift in social values and 
reduce our ecological footprint 
while weathering current economic 
hardships remains to be seen.

“If you look at how the crisis in 
the auto industry was dealt with, 
the solution the government came 
up with was to produce more cars,” 
said McQuaker. “That is not the 
most sustainable solution. We re-
quire transport of course, but we 
need to look at other ways to get 
around.”

But the average person need not 
feel completely helpless. McQuaker 
emphasized that social change takes 
time and advocated practical solu-

tions that can be implemented in 
everyday contexts.

Local composter Margaret 
Munn embodies this approach.

“We compost all of our vegeta-
bles and fruit, which cut down on 
our waste. Then we use the com-
post in our vegetable garden. The 
vegetable waste from the food we 
eat then goes to make more com-
post. It’s a cyclical (approach). It 
cuts down on our rubbish and it 
provides us with food.”

Find out more about the Happy 
Planet Index at www.happyplanet-
index.org.

happy Canadians leave large eco-footprint
The cost of overpaying for our well-being

haPPiLy ever aFTer?
Some of Happy Planet Index's con-
siderations and findings:
 ecological footprint is a 
measure of how much we draw 
from nature and the wastes we 
put back into it.

 The United States ranked 114 
out of 143 on the happy Planet 
index.

 canada had one of the high-
est scores in terms of happy 
life years and life satisfaction.

 The index indicates the 
ecological footprint of the 
most developed nations has in-
creased 72 per cent in the last 
45 years, while happiness has 
increased only 15 per cent.

recreation FaciLitieS 
get a BooSt
recreation facilities in Manitoba will 
receive some much-needed upgrades 
as part of the national economic 
stimulus plan.

in a joint statement, the federal and 
provincial governments announced 
two major renovation projects under 
the recreational infrastructure canada 
program, part of canada’s economic 
action Plan. The riverton curling rink 
in Selkirk will receive a more efficient 
ice plant to reduce energy costs, while 
the Gwen Secter creative Living centre 
for seniors in winnipeg will be getting 
a new roof.

The program will invest $500 million 
in recreational facilities over a two-
year period.

Premier gary Doer StePS DoWn
after 10 years in office, the popular 
and enigmatic Premier Gary Doer 
will be resigning from office this fall 
to take the position of canada's U.S. 
ambassador.

elected in 1999, under the flag of 
the nDP, Doer’s popularity with many 
Manitobans led him to three straight 
majority governments.

“i am grateful to the people of 
Manitoba for giving me the chance 
to serve them,” Doer said in a press 
release.

Province reLeaSeS H1n1 UPDate
To help clear the air for many concerned 
citizens, the provincial government 
released a guideline for all Manitobans 
to help anticipate and avoid the ever-
growing h1n1 pandemic.

according to the statement, the world 
health Organization's (whO) decision 
to declare h1n1 a pandemic has not 
affected Manitoba’s recommendations 
for the public, which include staying 
home and maintaining a healthy diet 
and exercising regularly.

The statement also says a majority 
of those infected have not been 
hospitalized, and no reason has been 
found to close public facilities or 
discourage local traveling.

For more information, contact 
health Links at 788-8200 or toll-free at 
1-888-315-9257.

raLLy tackLeS DoWntoWn traSH
if downtown sidewalks and bus 
shelters are victims in winnipeg, then 
coffee cups and half-eaten fruit are 
the villains. and we can be the heroes.

The Downtown Biz kicked off the 
second phase of its litter awareness 
campaign with a mock rally at air 
canada Park focused on cleaning 
up urban bus shelters and flower 
planters. Staff chanted “Free the 
shelters,” waved placards and handed 
out buttons.

“we hope winnipeggers will pitch in 
by putting their litter where it belongs,” 
said Stefano Grande, executive director 
of Downtown BiZ.

Signs have been put up at 
strategic downtown locations to 
help winnipeggers think twice about 
throwing their trash where it doesn’t 
belong. Fifteen new waste receptacles 
were also installed around the city in 
the last month.

HomeLeSSneSS Strategy 
accePting ProPoSaLS
The federal government is calling 
for proposals on its homelessness 
Partnering Strategy (hPS).

all non-profit businesses, 
governments and individuals in 
canada are invited to create a 
proposal on both developing data and 
creating good practices concerning 
homelessness. The strategy is based 
on the premise that housing stability 
is key to self-sufficiency.

in September 2008, the federal 
government extended hPS for two 
years, extending it to 2011. now all 
canadians can help create projects 
that will help this strategy blossom 
further.

The government will be accepting 
proposals until Oct. 15.

local 
News Briefs 
compiled by  
andrew McMonagle

Determining the 
source of food 
contamination is 
hard, experts say

CaITlIN laIrd
BeaT reporTer

Food borne illness outbreaks have 
certainly been hogging the media 
spotlight as of late.

A salmonella outbreak in a 
batch of sprouts suspected of caus-
ing illnesses in Alberta and possi-
bly Ontario is just the latest in a 
string of food contamination scares 
that has Canadians questioning the 

safety of their food and calling for 
greater protection.

But food safety professionals say 
it can be difficult to determine the 
source of an outbreak.

Salmonella has once again been 
identified as the likely culprit in a 
small outbreak of illnesses within 
Alberta and possibly Ontario. 
Frequently, cases such as these 
force Canadians to be suspicious 
of the food they consume and beg 
the question of how high a prior-
ity food safety really is to those  

responsible for it.
Distributed by Sunsprout 

Natural Foods, the sprouts in 
question tested positive for salmo-
nella during an inspection by the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency, 
a fact confirmed by Sunsprout co-
owner Don Sinnamon.

“Obviously, we don’t want any-
one getting sick from our product. 
The CFIA is constantly testing us 
and have launched a full investi-
gation. Still, it’s very hard to link 
an outbreak to a specific source, 

especially when there are only  
a few cases,” he said.

Sinnamon’s sentiments are 
echoed by CFIA food safety and 
recall specialist Garfield Balsom.

“We don’t have a direct link to 
the outbreak situation. An investi-
gation can be quite extensive and 
complicated. It involves steps like 
following [people's] food histories 
and inspecting the facilities [where 
the product was produced],” he 
said.

So the sprouts have gone bad, 
but that doesn’t necessarily mean 
they are the offending food source.

Difficulties in determining con-
taminated sources are not new and 
neither is the problem of contami-

nated food. The issue is then raised 
as to whether the problem is sys-
temic and if there are more effective 
ways to ensure that the sustenance 
food that reaches our stomachs is 
truly safe.

“We need to ask ourselves if we 
are doing the right things, not sim-
ply are we doing things right. I am 
not sure that we are,” explained Dr. 
Rick Holley, professor of food mi-
crobiology and food safety at the 
University of Manitoba.

Holley said that while the media 
only focuses on food safety when 
there is an outbreak situation, pub-
lic outcries for more inspection of 
finished products won’t put a dent 
in food-borne illness occurrence.

“The key is prevention and edu-
cation. Food producers don’t want 
to make people sick. But you need 
to have a culture of food safety and 
a food safety system in place so you 
know that when the finished prod-
uct reaches the public it is safe. You 
don’t want to fix a car once it’s on 
the road – you need to make sure 
it’s safe to drive in the first place,” 
he said.

Holley advocates a more stream-
lined and enlightened education 
process for food safety profession-
als across all levels of government. 
Currently, responsibility is allocated 
to a food safety workforce of varied 
backgrounds and disciplines. This 
means food is either not inspected, 
or is inspected by different agencies 
and departments.

“People at the level of food ser-
vice and production need to un-
derstand more than simply the 
cosmetics of what they are doing. 
They need to be educated about 
different risk factors associated with 
different foods and how that relates 
to food-borne illness. We need to 
focus our resources. The govern-
ment needs to ante up,” he said.

RyAn JAnz

Are you sure you want to eat that?

The DirTy TrUTh 
aBOUT FOOD 
cOnTaMinaTiOn
Even with greater inspection, it 
can be difficult to determine the 
source of food contamination. 
Here are some quick facts about 
food contamination in Canada:

 Outbreaks of food borne 
illness represent only about 
10 per cent of actual cases.

 The federal government 
is responsible for only about 
46 to 48 per cent of the food 
that is inspected.

 Pathogens like salmonella 
occur in less than one per 
cent of food.

 canada’s reputation for 
food safety is good compared 
to other countries.

 Organic isn’t always 
better — there doesn’t seem 
to be significant biological 
differences for organic and 
non-organic food in terms of 
food safety.

M
ELoDy M

oRRiSSETTE
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WOLSELEY FURNISHED 3 BEDROOM CHARACTER HOME
Beautifully furnished 1700sq. ft. 3 bedroom character home in 
Wolseley available October 1st for one year.  

Recently renovated kitchen, bathroom, bedrooms & dressing 
room. Oak paneled dining room, veranda, garage & 5 
appliances. 15 minute walk to UW campus and downtown; 
close to major bus routes. 

$1450 + utilities.  References required N/S 772-9712.   
Graduate or undergraduate students with families welcome.   

Program helps 
inner-city 
residents while 
teaching life skills

SamUel SwaNSoN
BeaT reporTer

A program that retrofits homes in 
the inner-city is helping low-in-
come residents save on their heat-
ing and water bills while helping 
inexperienced workers learn work 
and life skills.

Warm Up Winnipeg is a non-
profit venture that provides 
Winnipeg homes with energy ef-
ficiency upgrades – get this – for 
free. The retrofit upgrades include 
additional attic and basement in-
sulation as well as water-related 
retrofits.

BUILD (Building Urban 
Industries for Local Development) 
is the organization that runs Warm 
Up Winnipeg. To qualify for the 

services, residents must be low-
income.

In addition to helping residents 
save on their heating and water 
bills, Warm Up Winnipeg also 
doubles as a training program, said 
executive director Shaun Loney.

“It’s basically an introduction to 
carpentry for folks who are inter-
ested in the trades.”

According to BUILD's website, 

the company seeks “a Winnipeg 
where utility bills in low-income 
housing are affordable and where 
the residents living in this hous-
ing have gainful, family supporting 
employment.”

BUILD helps people who are oth-
erwise unemployable to build their 
trade skills – once again, for free – 
so that they can help others while 
earning an income. Resources such 
as first aid and CPR training, a so-
cial worker on site, as well as par-
enting classes and a driver licensing 
program, allow BUILD to aid in life 
skills beyond employment.

“We try to tackle whatever’s 
been pulling them back from gain-
ing meaningful employment.” 
Loney said.

The funding for Warm Up 
Winnipeg initiative comes roughly 
80 per cent from the province with 
the remaining 20 per cent from 
Manitoba Hydro, Loney said.

Much of the insulation in older 
and low-income housing isn’t up 
to par with modern standards and 
is more costly to heat than neces-
sary. Fixing that is one division of 
BUILD’s work; the other is plumb-
ing. The organization also installs 

low-flow toilets and replaces show-
erheads – just about anything that 
will reduce utility bills.

Exactly how much do these 
home improvements lighten the 
bills? On average, the retrofits save 
residents about $500.

“It’s not unheard of for people to 
save $300 to $700 dollars a year [on 
heating and water bills],” Loney 
said.

To qualify for the services, resi-
dents must be low income as de-
fined by the LICO (low-income 
cut-off) line. For a household of 
four, for example, that would be 
a maximum annual household in-
come of $51,500

Up to this point, BUILD has done 
about 1,500 retrofits.

These are mostly in low income, 
inner-city neighbourhoods such as 
West Broadway, Spence and the 
North End.

Anyone interested in getting their 
home retrofitted or getting involved 
with Warm Up Winnipeg can call 
943-5981 or visit Warmupwinnipeg.
ca.

warm Up winnipeg employee Patty 
Laroque helps install a new basement.
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Warming hearts and homes
mUSLimS not inviteD to 
gUinneSS BirtHDay BaSH
KUaLa LUMPUr, Malaysia: Malay 
Muslims were barred from a Black 
eyed Peas concert held in celebration 
of Guinness’ 250th birthday. The 
concert was hosted by Diageo, parent 
company of Guinness. On the website 
for the event, the company asks “are 
you a non-Muslim aged 18 years and 
above?” if no, access is denied.

This comes after an islamic 
court sentenced a Muslim woman 
to be caned after she was caught 
drinking a beer in a hotel lobby, 
reuters reports. recently an islamic 
political party has advocated the 
boycott of beer sales in Malaysia. 
Muslims account for 55 per cent of 
the Malaysian population and are 
prohibited from consuming alcohol.

cHina LaUncHeS organ 
Donation regiStry to 
Serve 1.3 BiLLion PeoPLe
BeiJinG, china: The health ministry 
announced it plans to launch a 
national organ donor registry in 
an attempt to end the dependence 
on organs donated by executed 
prisoners. china holds the highest 
standing for capital punishment 
executions in the world. Last year, 
1,700 chinese inmates were put to 
death. al-Jazeera reports 65 per 
cent of the country’s transplanted 
organs are harvested from prisoners 
awaiting execution. The government 
intends to establish the donor 
system in 10 provinces. Only 130 
individuals have offered to donate 
their organs since 2003.

PLanet on craSH coUrSe 
WitH itS Star
KeeLe, United Kingdom: a planet 
10 times larger than Jupiter is on 
a collision course with its star, 325 
million light years from earth. Planet 
waSP-18 was identified by University 
of Keele astrophysicist coel hellier 
who gave the planet about a million 
years before its destruction, cBc 
news reported. hellier said the size 
of the waSP-18 and its proximity to 
its star is causing enormous plasma 
tides off the star. The gravitational 
pull of the tides are warping the 
planet's orbit and contributing to its 
demise.

BananaS Hit WitH DiSeaSe
Dar eS SaLaM, Tanzania: crops of 
bananas across Southern africa 
are being destroyed by two strains 
of disease. Scientists from the 
consultative Group on international 
agricultural research are urging 
african farmers to start using 
pesticides or burn crops to halt the 
spread. The diseases, which result in 
growth stunt and bacterial wilt that 
makes the fruit inedible, are being 
spread by insects, BBc reports. 
according to researchers, only a few 
varieties of bananas have resistance 
to the diseases. Banana crops are a 
staple crop in the majority of South 
african countries and form the basis 
of many africans’ diets.

International 
News Briefs 
compiled by Brooke Dmytriw

eThaN CaBel
BeaT reporTer

The one-year anniversary of the ab-
duction of two Winnipeg children 
has sparked an unprecedented in-
ternational investigation into their 
whereabouts.

On Aug. 11, the Winnipeg Police 
Service (WPS) and Child Find 
Manitoba (CFM) held a video-
taped news conference publiciz-
ing pictures and information about 
Abby Maryk, six, and her brother 
Dominic, eight, as well as the fu-
gitives suspected in their abduc-
tion. The video was then posted on 
Youtube, the popular video shar-
ing website. It received over 4,000 
views and garnered Kevin Maryk, 
the biological father of the children, 
a position on America’s Most Wanted 
list of international fugitives.

“Facebook and YouTube are very 
important because they automati-
cally erase borders,” said Christy 

Dzikowicz, executive director of 
CFM. “Rather than a press release 
or news conference, which only 
some people may read or attend, 
by using the Internet it reaches a 
whole different demographic.”

CFM often partners with an 
American missing person’s group, 
the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children. Due to 
this partnership, along with the 
posting of the video on YouTube, 
nearly 4,000 American law enforce-
ment agencies were made aware of 
the Maryk case, she said.

However, granted the over-
whelming response to the video, the 
WPS maintains that the Internet is 
simply not applicable to all missing 
person’s cases.

“For us this case met all the cri-
teria,” said Det. Clyde Raven of the 
WPS Missing Person’s Unit. 

“Using such a big tool for a [spe-
cifically] local missing person’s case 
doesn’t make a lot of sense…This 
case is international.”

Dominic and Abby Maryk, along 
with their biological father and his 
nephew, Cody McKay, went miss-
ing while on vacation last August.

As such, the WPS is equipped 
with the names, descriptions and 
photographs of every prominent 
individual involved in the case.

CFM ultimately respects law en-
forcement decisions on media out-
reach, particularly when it comes to 
the exposure of missing children’s 
cases.

“It is our responsibility to not 
only find children but protect 
them… In instances where the 
WPS is investigating the possibility 
of homicide [or in other circum-
stances], the Internet can only pro-
vide unnecessary exposure,” said 
Dzikowicz.

There are eight other missing 
children that appear on the CFM 
website. Although Dzikowicz ac-
knowledges and supports Facebook 
pages that have been created by 
family members, she remains skep-

tical about the role of the Internet 
in the remaining cases.

“The other eight children are 
considered long-term cases…The 
circumstances are a lot different 
because there is a lot more infor-
mation [pertaining to] the Maryk 
case,” she said.

Despite its drawbacks, Michael 
Weinrath, chair of the criminal jus-
tice department at the University of 
Winnipeg, believes that the move 
onto the Internet is simply a natu-
ral progression.

“The fact remains that many 
people access YouTube,” said 
Weinrath.

“The Internet is used for market-
ing and advertising in order to get 
as many people involved as possi-
ble, and the police have the same 
goals... This method is the logi-
cal extension [from television and 
other media].”

For information, log onto www.
childfind.mb.ca.

The long digital arm of the law
Police use social media to aid search for missing children

ARE you A TEChnoLogy nERD? WAnT To WRiTE AbouT youR LovE oF ALL ThingS DigiTAL?  
EvEn iF MEMbERS oF ThE oPPoSiTE SEx Don'T WAnT you, ThE uniTER DoES! 

E-MAiL EDiToR@uniTER.CA.
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H1n1 UPDate
The University of winnipeg's 
emergency Management Team met 
aug. 31 to discuss the final draft of 
the h1n1 Pandemic Preparedness 
Plan for the fall term.

The plan includes further 
measures the university will take 
to prevent the spread of the 
virus and how the university will 
accommodate students in the event 
of illness. Since sick students will 
be encouraged to stay home, the 
emergency management team 
is working to develop alternative 
means for students to keep up with 
classes, such as online access to 
lecture notes and the possibility of 
extensions. Specific rules regarding 
extensions and missed classes will 
be left up to individual professors.

The university has already installed 
hand washing stations equipped 
with non-alcoholic sanitizer and has 
posted information about the h1n1 
virus on the university website in 
several languages.

BottLeD Water gone on camPUS
Beginning in September, students 
will no longer be able to purchase 
bottled water on campus. Bottled 
water is currently being removed 
from vending machines and water 
refill stations have already been 
installed on campus. The UwSa is 
encouraging U of w administration 
to have more installed in critical 
areas of the university by the 
beginning of fall term.

U oF W rePreSenteD at 
gLoBaL yoUtH aSSemBLy
University president Lloyd axworthy 
spoke alongside Free the children 
co-founder craig Kielburger and 
Governor General Michaelle Jean at 
the 2009 Global youth assembly in 
edmonton last month.

Over 600 delegates aged 16 to 28 
from over 30 countries attended 
the event, presented by the John 
humphrey centre for Peace 
and human rights. workshops 
highlighted issues from the 
environment to social activism, as 
well as many aboriginal issues.

axworthy spoke about the impact 
of youth involvement in the future 
and the importance of social 
responsibility in our world. The 
University of winnipeg was praised 
for its environmental and social 
initiatives, including the ban on 
bottled water. The next Global youth 
assembly will be held in winnipeg in 
2011.

Uni Won't accePt creDit 
carDS For tUition PaymentS
Student central is no longer 
accepting in-person tuition 
payments via credit card. although 
a notice of this change was issued 
on the university’s website on June 
25, albert yanofsky, father of two 
U of w students, said that students 
should have been given earlier 
notice and the information could 
have been better communicated to 
students.

he explained that his daughter 
waited in line for 45 minutes to pay 
for her tuition fees and did not see 
any signs alerting students until she 
reached the front of the line.

“They could have done a better 
job to advertise so that people can 
clearly see,” he said.

Students who wish to pay tuition 
fees with a credit card can do so on 
webadvisor. There is a convenience 
fee of $50 for this method of 
payment.

Campus 
News Briefs
compiled by courtney Schwegel  
and Karlene Ooto-Stubbs

Diversity Food 
Services uses 
environmentally  
and socially 
sustainable food

CoUrTNey SChwegel
CampUS BeaT reporTer

University of Winnipeg students 
can say goodbye to greasy, pro-
cessed burger patties and soggy 
crinkle-cut fries and say hello to 
wholesome, fresh and locally-
sourced cuisine.

Diversity Food Services, 
owned by SEED Winnipeg, Inc. 
and the University of Winnipeg 
Community Renewal Corporation, 
promises to offer healthy, fresh and 
satisfying food.

But this isn’t just ordinary 
healthy food – it’s food that makes 
a difference, both environmentally 
and socially.

Rather than being mass-pro-
duced and shipped across the coun-
try, as is often the case with national 
foodservice companies, Diversity’s 
food is made from scratch in the 
kitchens on campus.

“It’s not that the food services at 
the U of W won’t have burgers this 
year,” said Kirsten Godbout, man-
ager of food operations and cater-
ing for Diversity.

“It’s that they won’t be frozen 
burgers from Ontario. They will be 
homemade patties,” she said.

Not only is the food prepared 
locally, many of the ingredients are 

produced by local farmers.
When purchasing ingredients, 

Diversity gives preference to local 
organic sources. If an ingredient is 
not available from a local organic 
source, Diversity opts for local non-
organic ingredients. Third prefer-
ence is given to non-local, organic 
ingredients.

Godbout said she and Diversity’s 
executive chef Ben Kramer, for-
merly of Winnipeg’s Dandelion 
Eatery, try to avoid using non-lo-
cal, non-organic ingredients.

“A lot of times we will just take 
a food item off the menu until the 
food is back in season,” she said.

Director of campus sustainabil-
ity Mark Burch said that using 
local organic ingredients is the 
most important thing Diversity 
Food Services is doing from a sus-
tainability perspective.

By purchasing local organic 
food, he said, the money goes 

straight into the hands of the 
grower. Environmentally sound or-
ganic practices and minimal trans-
portation eliminates a great deal of 
the carbon footprint.

While some may think Diversity’s 
sustainability efforts will translate 
into higher prices, president and 
vice-chancellor Lloyd Axworthy 
said this is a misconception.

“We hope to try to bring the 
prices down for students because 
it is a locally based enterprise,” he 
said, adding that he is aware that 
students were dissatisfied with 
prices of the university’s previous 
foodservice provider, Chartwells.

Godbout guarantees that stu-
dents will also get more bang for 
their buck.

“In terms of quality of food we 
will come out higher every single 
time,” she said.

While Diversity strives to do 
their part for environmental sus-

tainability, their commitment to 
sustainability does not stop there.

"We see Diversity as not only 
meeting some of those environ-
mental aspirations but also con-
tributing to the social aspect of 
sustainability in the sense of em-
ploying locals,” Burch said.

Over time, employees will be 
invited to invest in the company. 
Once Diversity is up and running, 
25 per cent of its shares will be dis-
tributed to Diversity employees, 
Axworthy said.

Diversity has trained 21 staff 
through a program sponsored by 
the provincial government. The 
staff is comprised of inner-city resi-
dents, First Nations People and im-
migrants from countries including 
Burma, Sudan, the Philippines, 
Nigeria, Cuba and Ethiopia.

Byar Mar Bu of Burma came to 
Canada last year through a refugee 
camp in Thailand.

"This gives us the opportunity 
to understand the Canadian work-
place because it is very different 
from our country back home,” she 
said.

Bu is certain students will enjoy 
what Diversity has to offer.

“It is delicious."
Godbout is also confident that 

Diversity’s food will be enjoyed 
and that its mandate will resonate 
throughout campus.

"It is our hope that students will 
see [Diversity] as more than just a 
foodservice,” she said.

"All of us need to think about 
how we choose to spend our food 
dollar and where we choose to 
spend it and how we are impacting 
the rest of the earth."

vegetables for sale at St. norbert's Market. Diversity Food Services will give priority to 
local, organic products.

An
Toin

ETTE DyCkSM
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Conscious cafeteria

CoUrTNey SChwegel
CampUS BeaT reporTer

Nestled deep in the basement of the 
Bulman Centre is the University of 
Winnipeg Students’ Association 
(UWSA).

In the past, the UWSA has been 
largely unknown to much of the 
university’s student body. But this 
year’s four new executives, presi-
dent Jason Syvixay, vice-president 
advocate David EisBrenner, vice-
president student services Kelly 
Ross and vice-president internal 
Courtney Maddock, are deter-
mined not to let their inconvenient 
location stop them from making 
their presence known on campus.

“Since our offices are downstairs 
in the basement a lot of students 
don’t know what [the UWSA] is,” 
Syvixay said.

“That is probably one of my big-
gest goals this year, just connecting 
students to the UWSA.”

The role of the students’ associa-
tion on campus is threefold: They 
unite students by organizing cam-
pus activities such as O-Week, they 
advocate for students by assisting 
them in processes like grade ap-
peals or concerns with professors 
and they provide services for stu-
dents like Soma Café and the day-
care centre.

But EisBrenner said that in the 
past, many students had no idea 
that the UWSA was behind such 
initiatives.

“Most students don’t realize 
what the UWSA does for them,” 
he said.

Lack of awareness about the 
UWSA helps explain the feeble 
participation in UWSA elections. 
Last election, the voter turnout was 
12 per cent, an improvement over 
March 2008’s election in which 
only six per cent of students voted.

“Students don’t actually vote be-
cause they are not aware of the is-
sues,” explained Syvixay, admitting 
that until last year, he was one of 
those students.

But Syvixay feels that his lack of 
prior knowledge about the UWSA 
can be used to his advantage.

“I feel like I could be the per-
son who could speak to that de-

mographic because I can make the 
issues a little bit more relatable,” he 
said.

The four executives have specific 
plans to increase student participa-
tion on campus. UWSA info tables 
and sign-up sheets will be set up 
during O-Week and a new website 
is set to launch this month. They 
are also working on communica-
tion strategies like YouTube vid-
eos and monthly event calendars to 
disseminate information about up-
coming events.

The UWSA invites students to 
attend UWSA board meetings. The 
meetings are open to all and every 
student is granted speaking rights.

EisBrenner, along with the other 
executives, encourages students to 

open themselves up to what the 
UWSA has to offer.

“The best way to get involved 
is just to see what student groups 
are out there…and you will be see-
ing a side of campus that you never 
would have seen before,” he said.

This year's exec (left to right: Maddock, eisBrenner, ross and Syvixay) plan to reach out 
to students, letting them know what the UwSa is all about. 

kELSEy CLiFFoRD

uWSA who?
Student execs intend to make themselves known

eMBarraSSinG  
caMPaiGn TaLeS
Don’t be intimidated by the UWSA. 
These awkward moments prove 
that at the end of the day, they 
are just ordinary students.
Jason Syvixay, president: 
“i went up to this guy…and i 
gave him my handbill and it 
was just a picture of me and he 
was like, ‘hey my girlfriend told 
me to vote for that guy,’ and i 
was like, ‘That's me.’ he didn’t 
know it was me! i was embar-
rassed because my picture was 
photoshopped.”
Kelly ross, vice-president 
student services: “i almost 
lost!”
Courtney maddock, vice-
president internal: “On the 
first day when…you could start 
campaigning i got to the uni-
versity really early so i could 
put up banners and it was 
closed.”
David eisbrenner, vice-presi-
dent advocate: “in my speech 
i mentioned my opponent and 
then he spoke after i did and 
thanked me for talking about 
him in my speech.”

campus news
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Fourteen U of w 
athletes compete at 
this year’s games

NaTaSha TerSIgNI
STaff wrITer

With school out for the summer, 
several University of Winnipeg ath-
letes decided to turn to their pro-
vincial sporting organization and 
represent Manitoba at the 2009 
Canada Summer Games (CSG) in 
Prince Edward Island.

The Canada Summer Games  
is a two-week multi-sport event, 
held every four years in a different 
province.

The U of W had 14 athletes par-
ticipate in the games, six of whom 
play on the men’s volleyball team. 
Returning players Justin Duff, Dan 
Lother, Marc Ross and Emory 
Wells, along with first-years Matt 
Schriemer and Eric Vanderwey, 
were chosen to be a part of Team 
Manitoba.

“These six players have been 
training at a high level for much of 
the summer. It is great to see our 
athletes working on their skills in 
the off-season,” said University of 
Winnipeg men’s volleyball head 
coach Larry McKay.

In women’s volleyball, Ariel 
Smith and Lauren Sears repre-

sented their home province, Nova 
Scotia.

Alix Krahn will be the only fe-
male Wesmen on Team Manitoba. 
Krahn plays middle for the 
Wesmen and was one of the 20 
Wesmen athletes named Academic 
All-Canadians for the 2008-2009 
academic year.

To round off the Wesmen pres-
ence on the island, U of W also 
had six rowers attend the games, 
including Team Manitoba’s single 
male sculler, Chris Yachison. He 
will be entering his second year at 
U of W this fall, and is majoring in 
biochemistry.

“Canada Summer Games was an 
extremely positive experience,” said 
Yachison.

“It gave me the chance to push 
myself further not only in sport but 
also in life. You could tell that the 
games are filled with many of our 
future Olympians, politicians and 
great minds of the future, and just 
to be surrounded by those individ-
uals was an amazing experience.”

The Games is an opportunity for 
athletes to grow and in turn help 
their teams when they come back 
from competition.

“The hope is that the Games 
bring insight and perspective to the 
athletes. Personal development is of 
utmost importance and growth as 
an individual is the least that one 
can expect to come home with 
from CSG,” Jiggs Araneta, presi-
dent of Manitoba Post-Secondary 
Rowing, said in a press release.

“The Games is a stepping stone 
in the long-term development of 
the province's talent pool – by in-
troducing our young athletes to 
high levels of competition, we gain 
talent in the university program, 
which keeps our athletes involved 
in the sport into their later univer-
sity years.”

To see complete results of how Team 
Manitoba did at the Games go to 
www.2009canadagames.ca.

Be sure to catch U of W’s CSG par-
ticipants playing for the Wesmen 
this year. Men’s volleyball pre-season 
starts on Oct. 1 with the Wesmen 
facing off against Montreal at 7 
p.m. in the Duckworth Centre.

alix Krahn represented the wesmen on 
Manitoba's women's volleyball team at 
the canada Summer Games last month.

kELLy M
oRTon

Wesmen represent at the Canada Summer games
cOMMUniTy evenTS

chinaTOwn 100 anniverSary STreeT 
FeSTivaL is on Saturday Sept. 5 and 
runs from 2 p.m. until 10 p.m. to high-
light chinese culture within winnipeg. 
Located on King Street between Logan 
and James, there will be Lion dances, 
chinese Kung-fu, musical performances 
and much more.

OSBOrne viLLaGe MarKeT runs every 
Thursday from 4-8 p.m. it's a farmers/flea 
market, with a beer patio, and music this 
week is provided by the Liptonians.

cicLOvia winniPeG 2009 closes down 
Broadway from Main to Osborne from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 13 to 
celebrate alternative transportation. with 
free horse-drawn wagon rides, street 
vendors, a hay maze, farmers market, live 
entertainment, outdoor fitness classes 
and a kids' zone, you'll wish that our 
downtown was always closed to motor-
ized traffic. if that is not enough you can 
finish off the day with a performance by 
Oh My Darling in Oodena Square at The 
Forks, 4 p.m.

DOGS anD STOrKS on Monday, Sept. 14 
from 7-9 p.m. at the winnipeg humane 
Society. how will Fido react to your new 
baby and how will you manage your 
new life with both baby and dog? Dogs & 
Storks is a unique program offered at the 
humane Society that prepares expectant 
parents and pooches for the addition of a 
new pack member.

On caMPUS

The reaLLy BiG Day is an orientation for 
first year and first time students to the 
university. it takes place in the Duckworth 
centre Tuesday, Sept. 8 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. a reminder that wednesday, Sept. 9 
is the final day to pay fees for the Fall/
winter term without a late fee being 
charged.

vOLUnTeer OPPOrTUniTieS

FeMFeST 2009. Love theatre? Passionate 
about women's issues? Like volunteering 
at one-time events? check out Sarasvàti 
Production's annual theatre festival that 
showcases female theatre artists and 
playwrights taking place from Sept. 25 
to Oct. 4.

Duties:

The managing editor works closely 
with the business manager to over-
see the daily operations of The 
Uniter. As well, he or she works 
closely with the section editors and 
volunteer writers on story ideas, 
style and voice. The managing edi-
tor also works to maintain the qual-
ity of the newspaper and ensure 
that The Uniter remains an open 
and engaging place to work, volun-
teer and learn about journalism and 
media.

Other responsibilities include writ-
ing editorials and occasional con-
tent for The Uniter; chairing weekly 
editorial board meetings; aiding the 
production manager in laying out 
of the paper; long-term content 
planning; coordinating workshops 
for staff and volunteers; maintain-
ing healthy relationships with the 
community; coordinating weekly 
covers; attending Mouseland Press 
Inc. board and committee meet-
ings; and working on other projects 
throughout the year that pertain 
to the strategic plan as laid out by 
Mouseland Press and its board of 
directors.

Qualifications:

 Qualified candidates should pos-
sess excellent writing and editing 
skills and be familiar with Microsoft 
Office, Mac OS X, Creative Suite 
and Canadian Press style.

 Time management skills and the 
ability to juggle multiple tasks on 
deadline is required.

 Experience working for a newspa-
per and a degree in journalism are 
considered assets.

This position requires a time com-
mitment of 35 to 40 hours per week. 
It is a salaried, two-year term.

Please send your resume and at least 
two references, a cover letter and 
at least three published works to 
board@uniter.ca.

Application deadline for this posi-
tion is Friday, Sept. 11 at 5 p.m. 

For more information, contact 
managing editor Stacy Cardigan 
Smith at editor@uniter.ca.

the university of winnipeg’s weekly 
student newspaper is looking for an 

organized and highly motivated individual 
to take the position of managing editor

Tomorrow’s Professionals
Apply Today!

OMSAS www.ouac.on.ca/omsas/
Ontario Medical School Application Service
September 15, 2009: Last day to register for online applications
October 1, 2009: Application deadline

170 Research Lane
Guelph ON  N1G 5E2

www.ouac.on.ca

www.ouac.on.ca/olsas/ OLSAS
Ontario Law School Application Service

November 2, 2009: Application deadline for first-year English programs
May 3, 2010: Application deadline for upper-year programs

TEAS www.ouac.on.ca/teas/
Teacher Education Application Service
December 1, 2009: Application deadline for English programs
March 1, 2010: Application deadline for French programs

www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/ ORPAS
Ontario Rehabilitation Sciences Programs Application Service

(Audiology, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy/Physiotherapy, Speech-Language Pathology)

January 8, 2010: Application deadline

Apply Online!

Campus_Plus_5x65_2010_2.qxp  6/15/2009  10:55 AM  Page 1

Drop that football and pick 
up a pen, 'cause The uniter's 

looking for sports writers. 

E-mail editor@uniter.ca! 
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comments

Requiem for a lacklustre leader
Doer’s reign ran on personality, not policies

aNdrew Tod
CommeNTS edITor

“The average man doesn’t want to be free. 
He wants to be safe” 
– H.L. Mencken

The political winds of Manitoba are shifting, 
or so one would be inclined to believe from 
the smorgasbord of patented verbal back slaps 
that have been heaped upon freshly-resigned 
premier Gary Doer.

Just before the provincial legislature once 
again becomes rife with the hustle and bus-
tle of our elected officials, Doer, seemingly 
out of the blue, announced on Aug. 27 that 
he would step down as premier of Manitoba 
after a decade, as well as more than 20 years 
as the leader of the provincial NDP.

While this seemed curious at the time, any 
confusion as to why he fled his responsibil-
ity to his constituents mid-term was abol-
ished when it was announced that Doer will 
be given the comfortable position as the new 
Canadian ambassador to the United States.

I, for one, would have questioned the san-
ity of the outgoing big man of Manitoba if he 
had chosen not to leave the stifling confines 
of an elected and therefore publicly account-

able position for the publicly-funded extrava-
gant life of a jet-setting diplomat.

These questions would have abounded, 
not necessarily because politicians always 
take the easy way out, but rather because 
Doer has seemed always to opt for the safety 
of mediocrity as Manitoba’s premier. There is 
little which is less typical in political life than 
settling down to a fat paycheque and life of 
relative leisure in some unaccountable posi-
tion of false importance.

One need only to ponder the nauseating 
boredom that choked the life out of provin-
cial politics in Manitoba under the reign of 
Doer’s NDP to understand why taking the 
easy way out and leaving before his term 
was fulfilled was chosen. While they were 
elected in 1999, slaying Gary Filmon’s former 
Progressive Conservative government with 
the duel swords of improving health care and 
accountability, the NDP has spent nine sub-
sequent years basking in the glow of their 
leader’s popularity, capitalizing on the facts 
that the provincial PC party has produced 
successive dud leaders in Stuart Murray and 
Hugh McFadyen, and that the provincial 
Liberal party has been an irrelevant spot on 
voter’s election cards since approximately the 
mid-1950s.

Conveniently, Doer’s method of gover-
nance was basically summed up in his own 
words during one of his post-resignation 

press conferences.
As the Winnipeg Free Press stated, Doer 

feels that “the old left-right jargon…is out of 
date and out of touch with the public.”

Appropriately for a man who feels that 
ideological differences are antiquated, he pre-
ferred to govern more as a placeholder than a 
leader, opting often for a smile and a joke for 
the press corps, rather than bold policy plan-
ning or an expansive vision for the province.

Even so politically rudimentary a policy 
as the creation of an advertising campaign 
aimed at re-marketing Manitoba, the much 
maligned ‘Spirited Energy’ money pit – in-
sert own joke here – reeked of a lack of in-
spiration, instead presenting itself as a timid 
offering which met the bare minimum of 
expectations, rather than an invigorating at-
tempt to breathe life into a stagnating provin-
cial perception.

While the praise will no doubt continue 
to be heaped upon Doer, it is a bittersweet 
admiration that he inspires. After 10 years as 
the leader of Manitoba, it is without a doubt 
that he has had an impact upon the nature 
of politics in this province. Unfortunately 
for those left in his political wake, this im-
pact has manifested itself into a disdain for 
grand policy vision, and a championing of 
mediocrity.

So, farewell Mr. Doer. In a short while, 
your aversion to political risk will ensure that 
we barely remember you were here.

Andrew Tod is a University of Winnipeg poli-
tics student.

roB holT
volUNTeer

“Then of course there was Morocco, who 
pledged to send 2,000 monkeys to detonate 
land mines... There seemed to be some ques-
tion as to whether or not Morocco had the 
monkeys, and I said, regardless of whether 
they have them or not, that sounds cool as 
shit and I want that!”
– Will Ferrell, You’re Welcome America: A 
Final Night with George W. Bush

Several local news sources have reported 
that Mayor Sam Katz, police Chief Keith 
McCaskill, Minister of Justice Dave Chomiak 
and several city counsellors are close to drop-
ping some serious cash on a fancy new toy. In 
fact, the Winnipeg Sun alone published five 
(unanimously positive) articles on the subject 
over two days.

But just what kind of toy are we talking 
here? To quote the title of one Sun article, 
"TOP COP PRO CHOP." In other, slightly 
bigger words, a police helicopter.

The Eurocopter EC120 Colibri, to be more 
exact. While this choice of helicopter has not 
been confirmed by anyone as of yet, the same 
model is already flown by the Edmonton, 
Calgary, Vancouver and York region police 
forces.

Just how much would the city pay for a 
shiny new whirlybird? For a Colibri, the basic 
price is about $1.5 million. Additional equip-
ment would drive the price up to $2 million. 
The annual ‘operating costs’ for the helicop-
ter have been estimated at $600,000.

But wherever this number came from, it’s 
almost certainly wrong. If the chopper flies 12 
hours a day, five days a week (because crime 
takes the weekend off), based on 2008 figures 
fuel alone for the chopper would cost over 
$300,000 per year. Then, one has to consider 

maintenance costs, hangar rental, replace-
ment parts and unforeseen acts of the flight 
Gods. ‘Operational costs’ don’t even fac-
tor in things like salaries for the pilots, and 
a good pilot can cost between $100,000 and 
$150,000 per year.

The argument has been made that a city 
chopper is worth any amount of money, in 
order to keep our city streets safe, and that 
argument may hold water. Consider the fol-
lowing scenario: Police are in hot pursuit 
of a level-4 carjacker. He is armed and ex-
tremely dangerous. Cruisers radio for the 
chopper, and within two minutes it’s above 
the scene. Police cruisers back away, keeping 
a safe distance while the chopper monitors 
the action…

The chopper flicks on its blindingly bright 
spotlight and starts tearing through residen-
tial districts. Finally, officers on foot catch up 
with the criminal and tackle him. Everyone 
involved looks like a real hero, protecting our 
streets from vicious scum like this.

Listen, it’s easy as any elected official to say 
yes to a police helicopter. It is even easier as 

the chief of police to say yes because you can 
use it to add a few extra zeroes to the end of 
the police budget.

What is difficult is standing up and saying 
"I don’t want to spend $2 million now and 
another million per year on a silly goddamn 
helicopter while the roads all go to Hell and 
the North End is dying of rot…’

But those are old, dull issues. A multimil-
lion dollar helicopter that goes over 200 km/
hr sounds cool as shit and we want it!

There is one final argument against a city 
cop chopper, an argument even more damn-
ing than any breakdown of the costs, or at-
tacks on the frivolous, extravagant nature of 
it all.

Truth is, according to the manufacturer, 
the EC120 Colibri is not built to fly in tem-
peratures below –40°C.

Case closed.

Rob Holt is a University of Winnipeg student.
iLLuSTRATion by JAMES CuLLETon

An Aquarian 
exposition
rethinking the legacy of 
woodstock 40 years after

melaNIe mUrChISoN
volUNTeer

By the time this article makes it to print, 
the 40th anniversary of Woodstock will 
have been celebrated with little more than 
the release of a few CDs and movies. While 
Woodstock has been a commercial success 
ever since the festival ended, selling mil-
lions of soundtracks, movies and books, the 
Woodstock festival was never about money 
and it is saddening to see that is all that it 
has become.

It is impossible to understate the im-
portance of this event – both symbolically 
for a generation living through the civil 
rights movement and fighting against the 
Vietnam War – and musically. Needless to 
say, Woodstock launched the careers of sev-
eral artists and inspired the rock and roll 
icons of a generation.

The last attempt at recreating Woodstock 
was 10 years ago, when a 30-year com-
memoration concert, Woodstock '99 was 
held in Rome, New York on July 23-25, 
1999. However, this event was remem-
bered more for embodying everything the 
original Woodstock was not, instead of as 
a concert celebrating its founding spirit. 
Previous concerts under the 'Woodstock' 
banner – held in 1994 and 1979 – also failed 
to generate any of the same emotion or sen-
timent as the original. Why is that? Have 
we lost the ability to come together to cel-
ebrate with peace and love? Maybe it’s just 
that we’ve lost sight of the context in which 
Woodstock occurred.

During a tumultuous time of war, pro-
tests and violence, Woodstock was ev-
erything that the world wasn’t. It was the 
ultimate protest against Vietnam and the 
American government's involvement in 
the war. It was a celebration of art and cul-
ture and harmony that allowed the outside 
world to see that people from vastly diverse 
backgrounds could come together and 
peacefully celebrate, all while refusing to be 
drafted overseas. So what can we take out of 
this event 40 years later?

With the – at present – scarce media 
coverage, a person would barely know that 
two wars are currently taking place involv-
ing the United States and one involving our 
own country. When the war in Iraq first 
began in the United States, protests erupted 
around the globe, but since the economic 
crisis began in 2008, neither war - Iraq or 
Afghanistan - seem to make the radar any-
more. Why are we not protesting? Why do 
we not join together and celebrate being 
one people, in one world through music, 
as they did in 1969? Just as economic fac-
tors have taken over the news, they may 
have also taken over the original spirit of 
Woodstock.

As an example, Taking Woodstock, Ang 
Lee’s newest film, is a comically uplifting 
tribute to Woodstock. It will likely do well 
at the box office, thus making more money 
off of this amazing historical event, but was 
that ever the point? I’m not saying that you 
should not support the movie or the sound-
tracks, I have some myself, but it’s the spirit 
in which Woodstock began that should be 
celebrated and articulated. I hope this is 
what we take away from this anniversary: 
That peace, love and music are able to live 
on through us, and that such culmination 
can come together in as unlikely a place as a 
small dairy farm in Bethel, New York.

Melanie Murchison is a University of 
Winnipeg student
iLLuSTRATion by JAMES CuLLETon

giving Winnipeg the bird
Police helicopter has more to do with wants than needs

there is little which is less typical in political life than 
settling down to a fat paycheque and life of relative leisure 
in some unaccountable position of false importance
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Fred Penner to  
play U of w's 
Orientation week

alI fUlmyk
volUNTeer STaff

A children's musician perform-
ing at a university may seem like 
an odd idea, but not for local hero 
Fred Penner.

“It’s not a stretch at all, especially 
because the young people who go 
to university now grew up with 
me,” said the popular performer, 
who is scheduled to play the quad 
Sept. 9 as part of the University of 
Winnipeg Students' Association's 
Orientation Week festivities.

“There still is a strong group fac-
tor. You know: ‘We’re gonna go see 
Fred Penner, do you remember?' 
'Yeah, the guy in the log, and the 
Word Bird?’”

Interestingly enough, Penner 
did not start out planning to be a 
children’s performer. He originally 
attended the U of W, graduating 
with a B.A. in economics and psy-
chology in the '70s.

“Economics was the only degree 
that I could actually get a job with 
a B.A. So I had written my civil 
services exam and I was primed 
to be an economist with Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corp. 
Scary, scary.”

Then Penner’s sister and father 
passed away within a short time of 

each other. He decided he needed a 
change in his life, so he began play-
ing music, touring across Canada 
along the bar circuit.

It was then that Penner met his 
future wife, Odette Heyn, and 
did some children’s theatre which 
lead to the offer to record his first 
album, The Cat Came Back.

Eleven albums, two Junos, 
countless tours and one popular TV 
series later, Penner gets a twinkle in 
his eye when asked how it feels to 
play for the countless people who 
grew up with him.

“It’s pretty incredible, actually. 
The way I describe it is: The cir-
cle is complete. Because I started 
in 1979 with the first album, and 
the TV series ran from 1989-1997, 
that’s a huge chunk of humanity (I) 
was connecting (with) in the time 
frame.”

The reaction to news of his show 
at the U of W has been great, says 
Kelly Ross, vice president student 
services with the UWSA.

“We contacted Fred Penner be-
cause we knew that he had sort of 
been doing some other shows that 
were more geared toward an adult 
audience,” Ross said. “Everyone 
knows Fred Penner, so we thought 
it would be a really good way to 
get students out to the O-Week 
events.”

Ross herself grew up watching 
Fred Penner’s Place and went to a 
few of his concerts when she was 
young.

“People are incredibly excited—
he's probably generated the most 
excitement around the (UWSA) 

office, for sure,” she said.
But what is Fred Penner going 

to play? The truth is, he's not sure 
yet.

“[T]he music that I’m going 
to do on the 9th will pretty much 
be defined by the audience,” said 
Penner, who has gigs booked at 

universities all across the country 
this year. “I mean, I’ll get started 
and then there’ll be requests, and 
there are a few tunes that I expect 
the audience will want to hear… 
But it’s all about interaction and 
communication.

“The rule is: make sure you 

have a beginning and an end, and 
the middle will take care of itself,” 
he concluded. “So, The Cat Came 
Back will certainly be the ending, 
more or less.”

Visit www.fredpenner.com.

 The cat came back: University of winnipeg alumnus Fred 
Penner returns to the quad to perform during O-week.

A musical blast from the past
SchOOL OF rOcK
Lots of local musical talent on display during O-Week
Fred Penner isn't the only musician performing during O-week,  
which begins Sept. 9. here's a look at who else will be performing  
in the quad:

Wednesday, Sept. 9

11:30 a.m.: nathan
12:30 p.m.: Fred Penner
1:30 p.m.: Paper Moon

thursday, Sept. 10

11:30 a.m.: Oldfolks home
12:30 p.m.: The Lytics
1:30 p.m.: codename: The Sharks!
6:00 p.m.:: UwSa O-week Soundclash: Goodform DJs versus hoser DJs

Friday, Sept. 11

11:30 a.m.: nestor wynrush
12:30 p.m.: DJ Mama cutsworth

O-week wraps up Sept. 11 with DJ co-Op and DJ hunnicutt, featuring 
Toronto's Skratch Bastid, at the Pyramid cabaret at  8 p.m. This 18+ 
event is free for U of w and college Ste. Boniface students with photo 
i.D. Tickets for everyone else are $7 in advance and $10 at the door.

aaroN epp
arTS & CUlTUre edITor

If you’re a fan on Facebook of local 
pop-rock outfit Blue Sky Addicts, 
it’s quite possible that you found 
out their drummer quit before the 
band’s other members did.

That’s because instead of inform-
ing his bandmates directly when he 
decided to quit early last month, 
Landon Hildebrandt chose the 
more dramatic route of posting a 
message on the ubiquitous social 
networking site, using the wall of 
the BSA fan page as his forum.

“I was speechless and I was 
upset,” frontman Dan Barkman 
said during a recent interview with 
his fellow vocalist/guitarist, Jordan 
Wiebe. “I didn’t know people were 
capable of that.”

Making matters worse was the 
fact that Hildebrandt chose to 
make his exit before two key gigs.

The band, rounded out by cel-
list/vocalist Lauren Partridge and 
bassist Aaron Schwab, was sched-
uled to play at a friend’s wedding 
reception in Grande Prairie, Alta. 
just days after Hildebrandt quit. 
Plus, the band had already booked 
its CD release party for the begin-
ning of this month.

The usually lighthearted and jo-
vial Barkman and Wiebe are clearly 
hurt when they talk about the 
matter.

But they’re also optimistic about 
their future without Hildebrandt.

With The Details’ Shaun Gibson 
filling in behind the drum kit, Blue 
Sky Addicts will release its debut 
full-length, Hide Your Love, tonight 
(Thursday, Sept. 3) at the West End 

Cultural Centre.
It’s been a long time coming. The 

group had been hoping to make a 
full-fledged studio recording of its 
emo-tinged orchestral pop-rock 
since it formed in 2005.

They finally began recording 
in April 2008 with Jack Shapira 
(The Nods, The Details) at Unison 
Studios. After being mastered in 
Arizona by Roger Seibel (Death 
Cab for Cutie, Jimmy Eat World), 
the disc was finished this past June.

The 10-song album begins with 
a triple threat of upbeat, piano-
driven songs (Hide Your Love, 
Count on Me and Dreamer’s Theme) 
before slowing down with the bal-
lad Hidefight, a long-time staple of 
the band’s catalogue.

The group channels Patrick 
Watson on the dreamy Most 
Typical, and reveals the influence 
of Death Cab on Life Lessons and 
the nine-minute opus Collide. Find 
My Way Home concludes an album 
that is surprisingly consistent front 
to back.

“We had a very strong idea of 
what we wanted when we went 
into the studio,” Wiebe said. “We 
had almost entirely figured out how 
the songs should sound.”

Barkman adds that he enjoyed 
the recording process.

“It made me want to do more of 
it,” he said. “I would love to have a 
band studio, or own a studio with a 
few other bands as sort of a collec-
tive—play on each other’s records 
and things like that.”

The dream stems from Barkman’s 
recent thinking on the theme of 
family.

“The more you have people you 

actually love and want to be with, 
the more fun it is,” he said of mak-
ing music. “It takes away any ele-
ment of stress.”

The band is looking forward to 
touring in support of Hide Your 
Love and hopes to follow the album 
up with two EPs. Another full-
length is also in the works.“It’s been 
a long haul,” Barkman said. “But I 
feel like we’re actually just getting 
into the first real chapter of this 
band.”

Log on to Aaron Epp’s blog at 
www.uniter.ca to read more about 
BSA’s drummer drama—including 
Landon Hildebrandt’s response.

See Blue Sky addicts Thursday, Sept. 
3 at the west end cultural centre (586 
ellice ave.)
Jamie Buckboro will also perform
Tickets are $10 at the door
Doors open at 7:15 p.m.
visit www.myspace.com/
blueskyaddicts

winnipeg's Blue Sky addicts are white colour aficionados. From left: Partridge, Barkman, 
wiebe and Schwab.

PhoTogRAPh by MikE SEvERLoh

blue skies ahead
after the loss of their drummer, winnipeg’s Blue Sky addicts soldier on with the release of their first cD

arts & culture

twelve albums, two 
Junos and countless 
tours since starting 
out as a children's 
performer, penner 

gets a twinkle in his 
eye when asked how  

it feels to play for  
the people who  

grew up with him
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the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired 
by the Helsinki fashion blog www.hel-looks.com. each issue will feature a new look from our city’s 
streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual expression and celebrate that you are 
really, really good looking. 
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"Whatever goes, goes."

mIke dUerkSeN
volUNTeer STaff

In an age where it seems there are as 
many rock bands as there are stars 
in the sky, what does it take to rise 
above the rest?

The answer is honesty, hard work 
and lunacy—at least, if you take it 
from Matthew Angus, frontman 
for The Fast Romantics.

“You have to be very honest 
these days because a lot of bands 
make a strategy as to what they 
want to sound like, who they want 
to be and what they want to proj-
ect,” the 28-year-old said by phone 
late last month from his apartment 
in Calgary.

“I think that’s dangerous because 
you’re picking an identity and a 
sound for yourself out of a pool of 
hundreds of thousands of existing 
bands. It’s hard to be yourself when 
you’re trying to be someone else.”

Striving for honesty is precisely 
what the four-piece has been doing 
since they formed three years ago, 
rising out of the ashes of a previous 
musical project manned by most 
members of the current line-up.

With the addition of a new 
drummer in 2006 and a name 
change, The Fast Romantics took a 
new lease on their musical direction 
and started working on their self-
titled debut album. It was released 
this past August.

Putting their social lives on the 
backburner, the band holed up in 
their self-financed Post/War studio 
for close to a year, allowing the cre-
ative process to be freed of unnerv-
ing studio fees and ticking clocks.

“It was long and sweaty…and 
sometimes difficult,” Angus said.

“We had a lot of time to focus 

on how we wanted it to sound like. 
Maybe it wasn’t practical from a fi-
nancial standpoint, but we took the 
time to do it.”

The resulting effort is a collection 
of catchy, Brit-pop-infused rock 
tunes that caught the ears of leg-
endary mix engineer Mike Fraser.

Fraser, who was working with 
AC/DC and Franz Ferdinand at 
the time, jumped on the opportu-
nity to mix the record.

“That gave us a huge boost of 
confidence,” Angus said. “I don’t 
want to say it gave us big heads, but 
it made us feel this record is get-

ting treated the way we wanted it 
to. We didn’t want it to be mixed or 
recorded in any way that hindered 
the sound (we were after).”

Besides Fraser, the band has also 
brushed shoulders with other no-
table acts, playing alongside Stone 
Temple Pilots, The Flaming Lips 
and The Stills.

“I think we found out that we 
are hard workers,” Angus said re-
flecting on their journey so far. “We 
can’t stop thinking about our band, 
whether it be musical or business-
wise—we're always working on 
this. We’ve lost jobs over it.”

So what keeps the band push-
ing to stand out amongst the other 
bands trying to make a name for 
themselves?

“Maybe a healthy dose of stupid-
ity,” Angus said, only half in jest. 
“Maybe we’re a little bit crazy.”

“We always said the bands that 
make it are the ones that stick it 
out just a little too long to be ratio-
nal. We’re very committed to mak-
ing music a career and not just a 
one hit wonder, and certainly not 
a failure by any standards. We just 
picked this like anyone else picks 
something, and we’re not going to 

stop. We’re just stubborn.”
In the meantime, the band is 

growing some legs for the record 
by taking it across Canada before 
heading back into the studio for 
the follow-up, slated to be released 
next summer.

 See The Fast romantics Monday, 
Sept. 6 at The Pyramid cabaret (176 
Fort St.)
 calgary's Secret Broadcast and 
winnipeg's Jicah will also perform
 visit www.myspace.com/
fastromantics

Blowing up: with legendary mix engineer Mike Fraser on their side, calgary's Fast romantics are ready to take over canada with their brand of pop-rock.

CouRTESy oF M
uST bE SAn
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Stone cold crazy

alI fUlmyk
volUNTeer STaff

Music had always played a big role 
in raising awareness of global issues. 
Joining the ranks of activist-musi-
cians is 22-year-old Liam Titcomb, 
son of folk musician Brent Titcomb, 
and promoter of War Child, an in-
ternationally recognized charity 
that supports children and families 
in war-torn areas.

Titcomb started an ambitious 
project this past July that will see 
him busking across the country 
raising money for War Child. He 
began in St. John’s, N.L. on July 18 
and plans to wrap up the non-profit 
tour in Victoria, B.C. on Sept. 11. 
By that time, he'll have played 50 
shows in 60 days.

Titcomb was inspired to do 
the tour last year after seeing the 
success of a War Child fund-
raiser in Toronto called 'Busking 
for Change.' Celebrity musicians 
busked on the city streets to raise 
money, Titcomb explained after his 
show in Winnipeg at the Forks last 
week.

“I just couldn’t get over the fact 
that people were throwing five 
and 10 and 20 dollar bills into the 
bucket. [I]t was really working and 
people were getting the message.”

Titcomb first connected with 
War Child when his music was re-
leased professionally for the first 
time on their 2003 benefit album 
Peace Songs.

“I had just started [working] 
with Sony at the time,” Titcomb 

explained, “and I had this song 
called War that the president knew 
I had, and she asked me if it was 
OK to pitch it to this project, and I 
said of course it was.”

Before Peace Songs, Titcomb was 
mostly playing young performers 
stages at festivals while his father 
played the main stages. It was at 
one of Brent Titcomb’s CD releases 
that Liam was approached to re-
cord his own music.

He has since recorded a self-ti-
tled album in 2005 and more re-
cently, his second album Can’t Let 
Go . And after he's finished the War 
Child tour, he plans to hit the stu-
dio again.

In the mean time he still has 
many days and many kilometres to 
cover. He doesn’t mind, though.

“Some people go to Africa and 
build schools, or do whatever they 
want to do to make a contribu-
tion,” Titcomb said. “[But] music 
is such a great tool because, for me, 
it is not that hard to get up and do 
what I love.

“Everyone wants to hear music, 
and music is something that every-
one can relate to.”

For more information, visit www.
liamtitcomb.com/warchild and 
www.warchild.com.

Busking for change: Toronto singer-songwriter Liam Titcomb hits the streets to raise 
money for war child.

CouRTESy oF LiAM
 TiTCoM
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Change the world
Toronto singer-songwriter tours canada to raise funds for war child

“we can’t stop thinking 
about our band, whether it 
be musical or business-wise 
—we're always working on this. 
we’ve lost jobs over it.” 
– MaTThew anGUS, SinGer, The FaST rOManTicS

cowtown rockers the Fast romantics get by with a little bit of lunacy
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coDename: tHe SHarkS!
codename: The Sharks!
Independent

Fat, overdriven bass tones. Frenetic, dance-inducing 
drum beats. Melodic, video game-inspired keyboard 
lines. Spastic, punky vocals. add it all up and you’ve got 
codename: The Sharks! The local duo (made up of Trevor 
Friesen and chad Kroeker) has made a name for itself in 
recent years with its live show, which it definitely lives 
up to on this self-titled debut eP. People who haven’t 
heard the band before may find the bass and vocals on the six-song “dance ‘n’ roll” disc 
to be abrasive at first, but the attention to melody and warm production are compel-
ling and will soon win naysayers over. in the end, 17 minutes doesn’t seem like enough. 
Friesen and Kroeker have released a strong contender for best local eP of the year, and it 
will be exciting to watch where they go from here.

—aaron epp

neStor WynrUSH
Trinnipeg !78
Clotheshorse records

he may rhyme the blues but there is no hometown hatred 
or sad songs here. Known to his mother was elliott walsh, 
wynrush is unforgiving of his west indian heritage and 
city. Like he says: "if you don't like the accent, fuck you." 
The best stories and references on Garbage hill, winnipeg 
South Blues and Ole Mine Town featuring Grand analog, 
are incorporated creatively, rather than aimless name-dropping. if the darker begin-
ning of the album doesn't work for you, the second half keeps the same content, but is 
more upbeat and ambitious. My favorite track, Liks soulfully describes his mother, "Do 
bad she'll teach you right," reminding many of us with immigrant parents of their once 
terrifying, but now laughable, disciplinary techniques. Locally driven, wynrush entertains 
and informs with an album that relates to those far beyond his “Trinnipeg” roots.

—crystal Laderas

tHe WinD WHiStLeS
animals are People Too
Independent

while vancouver-based duo The wind whistles’ first 
record was a folky affair, their sophomore effort animals 
are People Too is emphatically less so. The full-length 
thematic album is a collection of 13 songs setting out 
to prove that animals are, well, people too. although 
tracks like the opening Turtle and the closing Treehouse 
Lullaby provide reference to their folk roots, the rest 
of the album revels in quirky pop melodies and catchy hooks comparable to The Moldy 
Peaches. Tom and Liza’s vocals blend well with each other, and they trade off the lead 
and harmony duties effortlessly. with a handful of songs clocking in at two minutes or 
less, animals are People Too is a charmingly sweet, short listen. catch them when they 
play the royal albert this Tuesday, Sept. 8.

—Mike Duerksen

JoHn Doe anD tHe SaDieS
country club
outside music

Best known as founder of influential L.a. punk band X, 
John Doe formed an alliance with canadian psychedelic 
roots rockers The Sadies for an ambitious project – an 
album of classic country covers. The appropriately titled 
country club features tributes to the greats, such as 
hank williams, waylon Jennings and Johnny cash, along-
side a slim assortment of originals. The 15 songs stay 
true to the ‘60s sounds of their original epoch, all the while melding the unique surf-rock 
riffs of The Sadies. Doe’s hoarse vocals shine on the ballads and on the self-composed, 
heel-clicking it Just Dawned On Me, a song about realizing your significant other is no 
longer around. with plenty of weeping pedal steel arrangements and songs exposing lost 
love, rejection and infidelity, country club is the perfect companion for a lonely evening 
spent drinking whiskey and stroking the hurtin’ bone.

—Mike Duerksen

HeartLeSS BaStarDS
The Mountain
fat possum records

"i come to you open, organs on my sleeve," she trem-
bles. “won't you help me now/help me find my peace?" 
'She' is erika wennerstrom, the one-part PJ harvey, one-
part robert Plant, all-parts awe-inspiring frontwoman 
of Ohio's heartless Bastards. On The Mountain, the 
follow-up to their brilliant 2006 sophomore record all 
This Time, we find the Bastards trudging from desert to 
disaster and back again. On display here is just how much they've expanded their sound 
since then, from the downbeat southern blues of had To Go, to the pounding wallop of 
early in The Morning. "i don't wanna stand still," wennerstrom croons appropriately on 
could Be So happy. The stand out is the album's title track, whose thunderous range is 
truly worthy of its name. "when you see the smoke, there's fire," she roars on the title 
track. Follow the smoke. it will lead you here.

—Sam hagenlocher

cD reviewS

Stream a song at www.uniter.ca

Stream the song winnipeg South 
Blues at www.uniter.ca

Download the song Turtle for free 
at www.uniter.ca

MUSic LiSTinGS

Folk rock foot race along ellice avenue?

The first annual folk rock foot race may not be an 
officially sanctioned event, but with great bands 
at two nearby venues, music connoisseurs will 
form their own good-tunes caravan.

Participants will meet in exchange District water-
ing hole The royal albert arms on Tuesday, Sept. 
8 to help local band the MaGniFicenT SevenS 
kick off this fun-raising event.

Soon the pace will turn frenzied as ellice avenue 
fills with concertgoers rushing to the Lo Pub to 
see vancouver duo LiGhTninG DUST play in sup-
port of their recent release infinite Light.

now that the reasonable entrance fee to the race 
has been paid at both pubs, participants will pull 
a U-turn and speed back to The albert to see 
another B.c. duo, The winD whiSTLeS, play their 
beautiful and quirky songs.

if that weren't enough, PaPer TiGer from holland 
is touring and partying with The wind whistles, 
making for one excellent show.

By this time some of the contestants may have 
dropped off from too many liquid refreshments 
but those who complete the race will have their 
ears thanking them for such a wondrous evening.

Maybe next year the course will be extended to 
include the west end cultural centre.

–J.P. PERRon

datarock and esser treat winnipeg 
party goers 

norwegian electronic superstars DaTarOcK cre-
ate an infectious party soundtrack. Their songs 
are aggressive and danceable with hilarious 
lyrics and dance moves. Teamed temporar-
ily with London pop-hunk eSSer at The Zoo on 
wednesday, Sept. 9, once they start thumping 
there is no resisting. 

–J.P. PERRon

a weeK'S wOrTh OF winniPeG ShOwS

thursday, sept. 3

BLUe SKy aDDicTS release a new album at the 
west end cultural center.

GriPPin Grain promises to turn the windsor 
hotel into a hustlers' convention with DJs cO-OP, 
FOOTwOrK and LOn cee spinning club rap while 
patrons guzzle ridiculously cheap draft. The show 
is $5 or free if you show up before 11 p.m.

The LiPTOnianS play on the Gas Station patio 8 
p.m. Free!

reaDyMiX TwO year anniverSary featuring L.a. 
electro evil-doers viLLainS.

KiLL KaTie, The vinyL TOnGUeS and a TiMe TO riSe 
assault your ears at The royal albert arms.

Friday, sept. 4

KicK iT is the back to school party brought to you 
by KinG cOBra at the Lo Pub featuring DJ cOOKie 
MOnSTah and GeT FaMOUS. visuals are provided 
by mrghosty and po-mo. $5 cover.

haver and the wiLD TUrKeyS at The Standard 
(formerly hooligans).

hOUSe ParTy turns The albert into that underage 
kegger you had when your parents went away, you 
know the one where you got DJ acTiOn ricK to 
pump the old school hip-hop.

The PerMS take to the stage at The academy with 
FLOOr 13.

The nODS & Jicah play The cavern.

saturday, sept. 5

hOT PanDa, DJ cO-OP & MiKe B. experience entic-
ing and diverse bouncy rock and roll at the Lo Pub. 

we wiLL rOcK yOU: The QUeen SinGaLOnG at Park 
Theatre.

LaTKa, DeaD ranch, vaMPireS and PUShinG 
BUTTOnS all take the stage at wise Guys on 
campus (at the University of Manitoba). 

QUaGMire, naiLBricK and McnaSTyS bring local 
thrash/punk to you on their home turf, The royal 
albert arms.

sunday, sept. 6

iMMacULaTe Machine stops at the Lo Pub before 
heading to europe.

FaST rOManTicS and SecreT BrOaDcaST bring 
their calgary pop-rock to the Pyramid with local 
jingle factory Jicah opening.

monday, sept. 7

TraGicaLLy hiP play the first of four (!!!!) shows to 
prove how hardcore they are. centennial concert 
hall, 8 p.m.

The vinyL DriP at the cavern has James Brown 
doing his best wolfman Jack impression as he 
plays whatever classic rock album you choose.

tuesday, sept. 8 

winD whiSTLeS, PaPer TiGer and MaGniFicenT 
SevenS at The royal albert arms.

LiGhTninG DUST appear at the Lo Pub.

JOhnny caSh'S LeGenDary TenneSSee Three 
bring the sound they made so famous to the club 
regent casino, $30.

SOUL niTe with locals The SOLUTiOnS brings good-
ness to the cavern.

wednesday, sept. 9

DaTarOcK and eSSer will have you sweating at 
the Zoo, complete with an after party featuring DJ 
Dan L and DiaLUP.

DJ hOLLywOOD hyPe and LLOyD The inTern at 
Stereo nightclub.

upcominG shows

TraMPLeD By TUrTLeS Thursday, Sept. 10 at wecc.

cLaSSiFieD and hiLLTOP hOODS wednesday, Sept. 
16 at the Pyramid.

FinaL FanTaSy and TiMBre TiMBre Friday, Oct. 2 
at wecc.

GOGOL BOrDeLLO and aPOSTLe OF hUSTLe 
Saturday, Oct. 3 at Burton cummings Theater.

chaD vanGaaLen Friday, Oct. 9 at the Park 
Theater.

Lightning Dust in training for the big unofficial foot race 
between The albert and the Lo Pub on Tuesday, Sept. 8.

CouRTESy oF Ligh
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Toronto artist 
explores the lives of 
sex trade workers 
by interviewing 
them about their 
grandmothers

BrITTaNy ThIeSSeN
volUNTeer STaff

It’s not everyday that you hear the 
word “grandmother” and “sex trade 
worker” in the same sentence. But 
in Aceartinc’s new exhibit 100 Stories 
About My Grandmother, both play 
an important role.

The video exhibit by Toronto-
based artist Peter Kingstone features 
four televisions which continuously 
play 100 different interviews of 
male sex trade workers telling sto-
ries about their grandmothers.

The gallery is decorated to look 
just like a grandmother’s living 
room, complete with sofas, doi-
lies, coffee tables and those famous 
multi-colored area rugs (donated 
from the Goodwill Thrift Store on 
Princess Avenue).

At an artist talk on the open-
ing night of the exhibit Aug. 20, 
Kingstone explained that the rea-
son he wanted to explore sto-
ries about male sex trade worker’s 
grandmothers stemmed from his 
own past. Kingstone never knew 
his own grandmother, who had 

been a sex trade worker.
Experimenting with working 

as a sex trade worker himself at a 
young age, Kingstone wanted to 
hear these stories from men that he 
could somewhat relate to, because 
he didn’t have any stories of his 
own about grandmothers.

“I was trying to find men who 
were like me,” he explained.

Kingstone added that hear-
ing the men's stories about their 
grandmothers shows a very differ-
ent view of sex trade workers than 
what is generally perceived by the 
media and society. He expressed 
his thoughts on how many people 
don’t understand sex trade work-
ers and think of them as a prob-
lem to get rid of because of their 
occupation.

“I wanted to understand who 

the men were and learn about them 
and not about their profession,” 
Kingstone said.

One of the reasons the men 
agreed to be interviewed was be-
cause “they argued that they wanted 
to show their humanity,” he added. 
The men Kingstone interviewed 
did not know many other sex trade 
workers themselves, and were curi-
ous to see what others in their posi-
tion were like.

Interviewing men from 
Vancouver, Montreal, Toronto, 
Ottawa, Miami and London, 
Kingstone met with many different 
men ranging from ages 17 to 64. 
Some of the things he found would 
break most stereotypes of male sex 
trade workers.

Kingstone revealed that, for 
some of the men, working in the 

sex trade was a part-time job in ad-
dition to other jobs they held. The 
men ranged from being impover-
ish to wealthy. Many had wives and 
girlfriends.

The men’s stories often reveal 
their grandmother to be the main 
caregiver in these men’s lives. One 
man tells about how his grand-
mother used to send him $5 a week 
for a bottle of Coke, while another 
described how his grandmother 
cared for him in a unique way that 
others could not; she had a “way of 
compassion, way of understand-
ing, way of loving that my parents 
wouldn’t show.”

Needless to say, Kingstone 
does an excellent job of break-
ing down the stereotype of the sex 
trade worker by letting the viewer 
have a look into one of the most 
precious relationships there is—
the one between a grandson and 
grandmother.

The touching stories give insight 
to a different side of the subjects’ 
lives, one this is not often broad-
cast by the media. By questioning 
society’s view of what a sex trade 
worker is, Kingstone changes it to 
a more positive one.

100 Stories About My Grandmother 
is at Aceartinc. (290 McDermot 
Avenue) until Sept. 26. On Sept. 
13 from 2-4 p.m., the gallery is 
hosting a celebration for National 
Grandparents’ Day. Bring your 
Nana and Grandad for afternoon 
tea.

aceartinc has been made to look like a grandmother's living room as part of a new 
exhibit.
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one hundred stories to change a stereotype

TheaTre, Dance & cOMeDy

 although it may not be a night at the 
Opera, you can shriek along to the QUeen 
SinGaLOnG & FreDDie MercUry B-Day 
TriBUTe on Saturday, Sept. 5 at 8 p.m. at 
the Park Theatre.

 The winTer'S TaLe by william 
Shakespeare presented by Tom Tom 
Theatre at the canwest centre for 
Theatre and Film, 400 colony Street. runs 
Sept. 10-12 at 8 p.m.; Sept. 13 at 2 p.m. 
(which is a pay what you can show), and 
Sept. 15-19 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $15, or $12 
for students and seniors.

 want to act? register for fall classes 
at the Prairie Theatre exchange online at 
www.pte.mb.ca or by calling 942-7291.

yoUng PeoPLe are 
tHe FUtUre
a 26-year-old has been hired 
as managing editor of The new 
yorker.

amelia Lester, a Sydney native 
with a harvard degree, used to be 
a fact-checker at the publication 
who checked all-star writers 
Sy hersh and Jane Mayer, The 
new york Observer reported last 
Thursday, aug. 27.

She's replacing Kate Julian, who 
is moving to washington, D.c., 
where her husband just got a job.

gta For reaL
in one of the most violent cities in 
the world, a law has been proposed 
to ban violent videogames and 
toys.

reuters reported last week 
that in caracas, venezuela, a bill 
is making its way through the 
legislative process in an attempt 
to curb crime. So while you might 
be shot in a cell phone theft, you 
won’t be able re-enact the crime 
on your X-Box.

There are nearly 100 reported 
murders per 100,000 inhabitants 
in caracas, and that rate is only 
second to ciudad Juarez in Mexico. 
The bill prohibits the sale and 
purchase of violent merchandise 
across the board, unlike legislation 
in other parts of the world where 
the sale of violent games is age-
restricted.

tHe geograPHy oF vice
Kansas State University has 
mapped american sin. according 
to the Las vegas Sun, geographers 
have measured the seven deadly 
sins and produced maps exposing 
the most sinful places in america.

The data pulls together sources 
from crime, business and health. 
Most highlighted are urban 
centers, based around new york 
and Los angeles, though Texas is 
big on gluttony (calculated by fast 
food restaurants per capita) and 
Florida is big on envy (theft).

Lust is mapped according to 
instances of sexually transmitted 
disease, and ironically the 
so-called “Bible Belt” is most 
concentrated in this sin.

The maps are colour coded – 
green for envy, red for wrath. i 
wonder what colour alberta would 
be?

a room WitH a vieW
The latest peep-show in new york 
isn’t in a seedy dive, it’s a five-star 
hotel where calvin Klein parties.

The new york Post reported this 
week that a new hotel in new york’s 
meat packing district is promoting 
itself as an opportunity for guests’ 
exhibitionism. The Standard hotel 
features floor-to-ceiling windows 
that overlook a new city park, but 
apparently the windows are more 
for the interior view. The hotel 
is making a name for itself as a 
venue for public sex performed by 
naughty guests for all passerby to 
observe.

everything from masturbation 
to professional porn shoots have 
been reported by binocular-toting 
park visitors. apparently the 
hotel more or less encouraged 
the behavior, until the press gave 
them a scare and they took down 
a website endorsement for “sex all 
the time, and you’re the star.”

it’ll set you back at least $320 to 
put on your own show, so why not 
just get it on in Times Square? i’m 
sure the misdemeanor fine is less 
than $200.

arts Briefs
compiled by c. Jordan crosthwaite 
and aaron epp

The successful candidate will possess superior photography and organizational 
skills. The photo editor is responsible for taking, soliciting and organizing pho-
tos to accompany articles, to be used as cover images and for photo essays. The 
photo editor will co-ordinate photo assignments with section editors and de-
velop visual content with the production editor and managing editor. Applicants 
must be familiar with Mac OS X and Adobe Photoshop. The photo editor must 
attend storyboard meetings and should actively engage with the campus photo 
club and other volunteer photographers.

Closing date is Sept. 11 at 5 p.m. 

Resumes to board@uniter.ca,  
questions to editor@uniter.ca.

the uniter is looking for a photo editor. 

GaLLerieS

 GraFFiTi GaLLery 11th year 
anniverSary: hiP hOP inTernaTiOnaL 
features new york graffiti legends erni 
vaLeS and cey aDaMS. The twosome cre-
ate an original mural and speak about 
their experiences. The opening reception 
featuring DJ KUTDOwn and DJ KineTiK 
happens on Thursday, Sept. 3 at 8 p.m. 
The exhibition will be on display until 
October 5.

 On Friday, Sept. 4, the cre8ery wraps 
up its exhibition of local works, 99 PieceS 
OF arT On The waLL, 99 PieceS OF arT... 
Be sure to check it out before it's too 
late.

 The Urban Shaman Gallery is hosting 
cOnDOLence, which features the recent 
works of Greg Staats, until Sunday, Sept. 
26.

 The Blankstein Gallery in the 
Millennium Library presents the photo-
graphs of BrUnO wOJnicZ throughout 
September.

95.9 FM cKUw campus/community  
radio Top 10 cD – albums
August 26 – September 1, 2009
! = Local content    * = canadian content 

tW  artist recording Label

1    Dinosaur Jr.   Farm              Jagjaguar

2    Sonic youth    the eternal          Matador

3    !Paper Moon    Only During Thunderstorms     endearing

4    *Pink Mountaintops     Outside Love     Jagjaguar

5    !Jackpine             Brand new Good Old Days       Dollartone

6    vieux Farka Toure       Fondo    Six Degrees

7    !Grand analog  Metropolis is Burning    Urbnet

8    ! Last Step     1961       Planet Mu

9    Los Straitjackets    The Further adventures of        yep roc

10    neko case    Middle cyclone   anti
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Kier-La Janisse may be the only 
Winnipegger who can say that 
Quentin Tarantino once fought on 
her behalf.

In 2007, Janisse was applying 
for a visa to keep her position as 
head programmer at the the Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema movie the-
atre in Austin, Texas, where she'd 
worked the past four years.

In order to help prove that Janisse 
had special skills no one could re-
place, the Inglourious Basterds 
auteur wrote a letter to the gov-
ernment praising Janisse's unique 
programming.

“I don't know Quentin person-
ally,” Janisse, 36, said over a beer 
at Cousins recently, adding she 
was able to get the letter because 
Tarantino is a friend of the Alamo's 
owner. “But he has done a few fa-
vours for me over the years.”

In the end, her application 
was denied and Janisse moved to 
Winnipeg after accepting an assis-
tant position at Cinematheque.

She doesn't mince words about 
what it was like returning to the 
city where she was born and at-
tended high school.

“It was a little bit of a blow to be-
come an assistant and come back to 
Winnipeg, which I hated.”

There's nothing inherently wrong 
with Winnipeg. It's just that when 
your main interests include obscure 
horror and exploitation films, as 
well as documentaries about un-
der-appreciated musicians, the city 

doesn't have much to offer.
“You realize it's what you make 

it,” Janisse added about her return 
to Winnipeg. “And any place can 
be great if you're determined to 
make it great.

“If I'm not satisfied with the cul-
ture where I am, I feel like I have to 
contribute to it.”

To that end, Janisse has started 
putting on music-related screenings 
through her Big Smash! Productions 
moniker, such as The Queen Sing-
Along + Freddie Mercury Birthday 
Tribute at The Park Theatre this 
coming Saturday, Sept. 5.

A week later, Janisse will intro-
duce Winnipeggers to her taste in 
film when she presents Ten Hours 
of Head Trauma: A Trash Film 
Marathon at the Ellice Theatre (see 
sidebar).

“You could explain everything 

from my life based on the fact that 
I watched Scooby-Doo as a kid,” 
Janisse said. “A gang in a van who 
solved mysteries, Don Knotts, rock 
'n' roll, horror—it kinda had every-
thing I was interested in.”

Janisse's love for horror films 
also comes from growing up in 
Windsor, Ont., watching the crea-
ture features on a Detroit TV sta-
tion Saturday nights with her 
father. He would even wake her up 
so they could watch an additional 
creature feature the station would 
air at 3 a.m.

“My dad would get excited 
about these movies, so I would get 
excited.”

Janisse got her start in film writ-
ing and exhibition in 1997, when 
she started Cannibal Culture mag-
azine, a quarterly Vancouver-based 
fanzine devoted to reviews and es-

says about obscure horror films.
In 1999 she started the 

CineMuerte International Horror 
Film Festival in Vancouver because 
many of the films reviewed in the 
magazine weren't easily accessible 
to Canadian horror films.

She paid for everything out of 
her own pocket and did everything 
herself. The festival lasted for seven 
years, and led to opportunities to 
curate programs in San Francisco 
and advise festivals in Montreal.

Janisse, who currently works at 
Into the Music and Video Pool to 
pay the bills, has written for a vari-
ety of horror magazines, published 
a book on the subject and is cur-
rently working on another. She's 
been the subject of a documentary, 
edited a few herself and met most 
of her cinematic heroes along the 
way.

While she misses working in 
Austin, where it was easy to find 
people who were just as excited to 
put on similar events as she was, she 
praises the opportunities available 
in Winnipeg.

Although it's already culturally 
diverse, there's still room for more 
people to do their own thing.

“Anything anyone wants to 
do, no one's doing it,” she said. 
“There's opportunity for people to 
get a foothold, carve a niche or start 
a career doing what they want.

“I feel hopeful. I mean, I 
wouldn't be planning all these 
events if I didn't.”

For more information, visit www.
big-smash.com.

Big Smash! Productions visionary Kier-La Janisse returned to winnipeg in 2007 after 
working as a film programmer in austin, Texas for four years.

PeoPle WortH reading aBout

Contributing to the culture
independent film programmer Kier-La Janisse shares her love for music documentaries and horror films with winnipeg audiences

SMaShinG SUcceSS
Big Smash! Productions is orga-
nizing a variety of events this 
month
Kier-La Janisse has big plans 
for September.
all three events she's holding 
during the month are fundrais-
ers to facilitate buying film 
and video gear that will help 
more local venues be prop-
erly equipped for professional 
audio/video presentation.

here'S whaT'S haPPeninG:

We Will Rock You: The Queen Sing-
Along
Saturday, Sept. 5, 8 p.m. at The 
Park Theatre (698 Osborne 
Street)
celebrate the day of Freddie 
Mercury's birth in style.
anyone who’s ever been to one 
of Janisse's sing-alongs knows 
what to expect: Full music vid-
eos onscreen with subtitles for 
all the song lyrics. you don’t 
have to know the lyrics off by 
heart, and you don’t have to 
sing alone in front of a bunch 
of strangers – everyone will 
sing classics like we will rock 
you and Bohemian rhapsody 
together!
Tickets are $12 in advance at 
into the Music (245 McDermot 
avenue) or $14 at the door.
Ten Hours of Head Trauma: A Trash 
Film Marathon
Saturday, Sept. 12, noon-10 p.m. 
at The ellice Theatre (585 ellice 
avenue)
you don't pay to get into this 
18+ event... you pay to get 
OUT!!! Ten brain-numbing, butt-
numbing hours of trash film at 
its finest. a top-secret lineup 
of films both old and new that 
have never been released in 
canada, including action films, 
horror films, music films, Tv 
specials, documentaries, teen 
trash and more.
escape starts at $20 and goes 
down $1 for every hour you 
stay—or, stay all day for only $5. 
you can arrive anytime during 
the show.
Let Them Know: The Story of Youth 
Brigade + BYO Records
Thursday, Sept. 17, 9 p.m. at war 
on Music (93 albert Street)
Founded by two canadian 
brothers, Shawn and Mark 
Stern from the influential L.a. 
punk band youth Brigade, the 
Better youth Organization was 
part political movement, part 
business venture. it was a way 
to organize punks to take posi-
tive action to help sustain their 
scene and their way of life.
The ideals upon which it was 
founded helped countless 
bands put on shows, put out 
records, and otherwise get 
their music out to the world. it 
allowed for the making of the 
landmark punk documentary 
'another State of Mind.' and it 
spawned ByO records, which 
stands today as one of the old-
est surviving independent punk 
rock labels in the world.
ByO, youth Brigade, and the 
Stern family are three inter-
twined entities that comprise a 
too-often-overlooked chapter 
in the history of punk. This is 
that chapter.
admission is $5.

Gossip just one of a 
number of themes 
explored in adoration

aDoration
Directed by atom egoyan, 2008
101 minutes
plays at Cinematheque friday, Sept. 4, Saturday, 
Sept. 5, wednesday, Sept. 9 and Thursday, Sept. 10 
at 9 p.m.

TImoThy peNNer
volUNTeer STaff

Adoration, the latest film from 
Canadian auteur Atom Egoyan 
(The Sweet Hereafter), works to 
bring into the digital age the prover-
bial notion of returning squeezed 
toothpaste to its tube.

However, to boil this movie 
down to a morality lesson on gos-
sip would be an injustice to a film 
that earnestly and ambitiously pur-
sues a number of themes important 
to an increasingly digitized, global-
ized and minimized society.

One day, Simon (Devon Bostick) 
sits in class listening to an article 
about a thwarted terrorist attack in 
the early ‘80s involving a pregnant 
woman whose lover packed her bag 
full explosives before she boarded a 
plane.

He begins to rewrite the story, 
imagining himself as the unborn 
child reflecting back on the actions 
of his would-be parents.

At the urging of his over-anxious 
teacher (Arsinée Khanjian), Simon 

expands the story and begins to pass 
it off as his actual history both at 
school and on the Internet. Before 
Simon knows it, his chat room full 
of friends has expanded consid-
erably as people from all over the 
world demand his attention.

Egoyan chooses to develop his 
film using a non-linear structure, 
rarely revealing more information 
than absolutely necessary. This 
forces the audience to repeatedly 
decipher character relations and 
motivations, as well as cast numer-
ous judgements, which are later 
shattered.

Throughout the movie, Egoyan 
is also messing with perceived re-
ality as he explores how easily one 
person can warp what is held as 
communal truth, especially on the 
Internet.

One image the film returns to 
often is the site of numerous video 

chatters sprawled across Simon’s 
computer screen, each vying to have 
their voice heard as they discuss ter-
rorism. Can-lit fans should keep an 
eye out for a cameo by Margaret 
Atwood during these scenes.

The film isn’t without its faults. 
Egoyan spreads his thematic motifs 
a little thin at points, presenting far 
more ideas than he has time to fully 
explore.

Also, his frequent chat room 
scenes edge on overly-contrived –  
– although one can imagine discus-
sions of this nature being filled with 
characters as adamant and obsessive 
as the ones presented here.

Even though the film doesn’t 
reach the heights of Egoyan’s mas-
terpiece The Sweet Hereafter, it does 
stand as an excellent reminder of 
the considerable cinematic talent 
this country possesses.

rachel Blanchard and noam Jenkins in a scene from canadian filmmaker atom egoyan's 
adoration.

CouRTESy oF W
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Movie revieW

Latest Egoyan film a reminder of the writer/director’s talent

FiLM

The winniPeG ShOrT FiLM-
MaSSacre is now accepting en-
tries for the 2009 festival. enter 
your horror film (10 minutes max) 
and have it screened in front of 
a live audience. entry deadline is 
Oct. 5. For more information visit 
winnipegshortfilmmassacre.com.

cineMaTheQUe plays OnLy by 
co-directors ingrid veninger and 
Simon reynolds on Thursday, Sept. 
3 at 7 p.m., followed by SOUL POwer 
at 9 p.m., which is culled from 
extra footage from the festival that 
sprung up around the infamous 
George foreman/Muhammad ali 
fight in 1974 Zaire. Featuring James 
Brown, B.B. King and Bill withers. 
24 ciTy plays at 7 p.m. on Sept. 
4-6. aDOraTiOn directed by atom 
egoyan is at 9 p.m. on Sept. 4, 5, 
9 and 10. vaLenTinO: The LaST 
eMPerOr documents the last cou-
ple of years of valentino Geravanis 
extraordinary fashion career and 
runs Sept. 9 and 10 at 9 p.m.

LiTeraTUre

Local author inGriD D. JOhnSOn 
launches wounded Souls, a book 
of socially conscious poems, songs 
and bold spoken word pieces in the 
events alcove at Mcnally robinson 
Polo Park on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 7 p.m.

across town at Mcnally robinson 
Grant Park, MarGareT SweaTMan 
launches her much anticipated 
novel The Players on Sept. 9 at 8 
p.m.

Cin
Dy TiTuS
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NaTaSha TerSIgNI
STaff wrITer

Part two of a two-part series.

After three intense weeks of racing, my 
Canada Summer Games (CSG) experience 
has come to an end.

The beginning of August was spent in St. 
Catherine’s, home to the Royal Canadian 
Henley Regatta, also known as Henley. 
Henley is one of the biggest rowing regattas 
in North America. My coaches brought our 
team there to prepare us not only physically, 
but mentally for what was waiting for us in 
Prince Edward Island

This was my first year at Henley, which 
consists of five gruelling days of racing in 
which every race counts. In order to move 
on to semi-finalss you must place in the top 
two or three in your heats. To get to finals 
you must place in the top two or three in 
your semi. Every race counts and any mis-

take could cost you.
Racing against the elite clubs that attend 

Henley prepared us for what was to come. 
Though my boats (the 8+ and 4-) didn’t 
make it to finals, the 4- made it to semis, we 
had some quality races and got the experi-
ence needed for our ultimate goal: CSG.

We had five days between Henley and 
leaving for P.E.I., and a lot of work to do. 
Our last little bit of training was focused 
on high rate (the rate is how many strokes 
you take per minute—the higher the rate, 
the faster your boat should move) and high 
power pieces.

The closer we got to leaving, the higher 
the tensions grew. Put 23 hormonal teenag-
ers in two houses for two weeks and you are 
asking for trouble. At times we wanted to 
shove an oar down each other’s throats, but 
as corny as it sounds, we were a team and we 
stuck it out.

Finally, we loaded the boats onto the 
trailer, packed our stuff up and headed to 
the airport. The anticipation of games was 

huge. We had been so focused on this for 
such a long time, it was hard to believe it was 
finally here.

We landed in Summerside, P.E.I. and once 
we got off the plane it was the VIP treatment 
all the way. Athletes’ village was on an old 
airforce base, so we actually walked off the 
plane into our dorm rooms, which were 
only a five-minute walk from the runway. 
Everything was available to us whenever we 
needed it, from food to entertainment and 
more.

Playtime was over. It was time to step up 
and put everything on the line. Some of us 
(not me, but many of the others on team) 
had been rowing for four to five years, and 
no matter the experience level we had all 
worked hard the last year and wanted to rep-
resent our province well.

Disappointment, regret, frustration, de-
feat. All these words are a part of an ath-
lete’s vocabulary at some point or another. 
The results we had at CSG were not what we 
had expected. Both my boats came in eighth 
place (yes, there were only eight boats). The 
team walked away with one medal; gold 
from the women’s single.

I guess no one will ever know the an-
swer to that timeless question: “What went 
wrong?” The important thing is to walk 
away from this with the attitude that experi-
ence and memories gained from this last year 
will last a lifetime. Though medals are nice 
to get, experience in high level races are ulti-
mately more valuable.

For more information on rowing, visit 
Manitoba Post Secondary Rowing at www.
mpsr.org. This organization is responsi-
ble for the University of Winnipeg's row-
ing program. New programs start in early 
September.

To read the first part of Tersigni's article, visit 
http://uniter.ca/view/978.

row, row, row your boat, gently down the stream...
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Let the games begin (and end)
rowin' ain't easy, but is it worth it? One competitive athlete describes the ups and downs of life on the water

C. JordaN CroSThwaITe
CUlTUre reporTer

If you haven’t heard clucking in 
your backyard yet, you may soon. 
A growing number of cities are in 
the process of permitting urban egg 
production.

It hasn't hit Winnipeg yet, but 
the trend is sprouting up in surpris-
ing numbers: New York, Chicago, 
Seattle and Portland all promote 
the raising of chickens within city 
limits.

In Canada, Vancouver is work-
ing on by-laws to allow urban 
chicken farming, following the lead 
of already legal chickens in several 
Lower Mainland suburbs.

Presently it’s legal to raise chick-
ens in Victoria, though in Toronto 
it's illegal. Vancouver, Waterloo, 
Toronto and Calgary all have orga-
nized advocacy groups that try to 
influence municipal regulations.

Calgary’s advocacy group, 
“Calgary Cluck,” organizes through 
Facebook.

One member’s online moniker, 
“Mary Contrary,” belies her inter-
est in guerilla farming and pushing 
boundaries. She received several 
warnings and finally a ticket for 
her three hens after an issue over 
an overhanging bush led her neigh-
bour to “a city bylaw phone call 
spree.”

Contrary plans to fight the 
ticket.

“I believe it’s within in my civil 
rights to have these eggs.”

Advocates of backyard chicken 
farming list its benefits as improve-
ments to health and diet, political 
influence, environmental sustain-
ability and family fun. Contrary 
refers to her chickens as “girls” and 
said it is her children who benefit 
from the fun and responsibility of 
raising their own food.

Heather Havens, who has three 
illegal hens in Vancouver, said she 
believes in the health of her poultry. 
She insists on the level of cleanliness 
obtained by raising her own food, 
and on the biological impossibility 
of disease like Avian Flu spreading 
in small backyard flocks.

Serious poultry born disease 
“needs factory farming conditions 
with unhealthy chickens in an un-
healthy environment,” she said.

Mary Contrary was honest about 
other domestic risks, like “When 
the chickens bust loose and eat all 

my lettuce.”
Michael Levenston, the execu-

tive director of Vancouver’s City 
Farmer Society, connects urban 
chicken raising to a more general 
interest in eating close to home and 
a more comprehensive understand-
ing of food sources.

“We’re environmentalists,” he 
said, and urban farming gives the 
farmer a “better understanding of 
their environment, soil, air quality 
and what’s in your food.”

Levenston has been part of the 
organization for over 30 years, and 
in that time has been part of initia-
tives to create community gardens 
and composting projects in the city 
of Vancouver.

City farming, in both the veg-
etable and poultry capacities, 
poses its own unique challenges. 
Levenston lists vandalism and theft 
as problems.

“[But] you’ll probably lose your 
bike before you lose your toma-
toes,” he said, adding that the City 
Farmer Society takes a “philosophi-
cal” view on theft: “It’s sharing.”

In cities where chicken raising is 
legal, bylaws are generally restric-
tive so as to ease the fears of noise, 
smell and sanitation. In Vancouver, 
the proposal allows for a maximum 
of five hens—roosters are illegal. 
Havens, who is a key player in 
Vancouver’s pro-chicken campaign, 
insists that with so few chickens, 
excrement is a negligible issue, and 
the noise is minimal.

Winnipeg does not have an ad-
vocacy group, and according to 
the City of Winnipeg’s Animal 
Services, few inquiries have been 
made in the past years.

If one were to try to raise chick-
ens in Winnipeg, Animal Services 
said that a fine is only issued after 
several warnings. The punishment 
for non-compliance once a warn-
ing is issued can be anywhere from 
$50 to $1,000.

Speaking on a condition of an-
onymity, a city pound spokesman 
at Animal Services said warnings 
are sufficient and gentle, if one 
is not “abusive to people who do 
inspections.”

“They give you a month to clean 
up” before any follow up action is 
taken, he said.

So who might be keeping chick-
ens in Winnipeg now?

“Sometimes it's cultural,” the 
spokesman said.

Perhaps the international com-

munities in Winnipeg, unaware 
of local bylaws, continue practices 
culturally and legally condoned 
elsewhere. Unlike other cities with 
advocacy groups and civilly dis-
obedient farmers, however, he said 
Winnipeg has not seen an increase 
in complaints about chickens in the 
city.

Levenston and Mary Contrary 
had different views on the growing 
interest in urban farming in their 
cities.

“People listen and pay attention 
to the media,” Levenston said, and 
to political leaders who farm. “Mrs. 
Obama and Queen Elizabeth have 
started vegetable gardens.”

He added that people do “what-
ever they can to help themselves in 
a recession.”

What’s suggested for 
Winnipeggers wanting to start an 
urban chicken campaign?

“Be organized,” said Havens.
When Havens approached the 

Vancouver city council, she was 
educated about the issue and an-
ticipated objections. Havens thinks 
that resistance to urban chickens 
is an issue of education, and now 
gives “chicken talks” helping people 
learn the ropes of city farming.

“i believe it’s within 
in my civil rights to 
have these eggs.” 
- “Mary cOnTrary,” caLGary-BaSeD 
UrBan chicKen FarMer

Raising chickens in the city
it may not be legal in winnipeg, but urban chicken farming is catching on in other major cities
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Like what you're reading? 
Hate it?  

Write to editor@uniter.ca 
or join the discussion  

at www.uniter.ca. 



Really Big Day
1st Year students OrientatiOn daY

 1:30pm–4:30pm:  1st Year students meet their 
uWsa student reps @ the UWSA oUtdoor QUAd 
PUb W/ free cAke & tUg o’ WAr.

O-Week Day 1
 8:00am–10:00am:  

          free PAncAke breAkfASt & coffee

 11:30am:  nathan JUno AWArd-Winning bAnd

 12:30pm:  Fred penner!! no Joke! drink UP  
And eAt yoUr SAndWicheS All the time

         free UWSA hot dog lUnch

 1:30pm:  paper mOOn

 2:30pm:  tOm-tOm theatre PerformS originAl 
ShAkeSPeAreAn dittieS from their ProdUction 
of “A Winter’S tAle” in the trAditionAl oUtdoor 
theAtre of the UW QUAd.

O-Week Day 2 

 8:00am–10:00am:  

         free PAncAke breAkfASt & coffee

 11:30am:  OldFOlks hOme

 12:30pm:  the lYtics

         free UWSA hot dog lUnch

 1:30pm:  cOdename: the sharks

 6:00pm–9:00pm:  uWsa O-Week sOundclash: 
GOOdFOrm dJs vs. readYmix dJs.  
Anyone Attending thiS UnPrecedented event  
getS free cover thAt night to goodform  
@ loPUb (330 kennedy St) / reAdymix @ the Zoo 
(160 oSborne St).

O-Week Day 3
 8:00am–10:00am:  

         free PAncAke breAkfASt & coffee

 11:30am:             nestOr WYnrush

 12:30pm:                     annual uW rOck climb 

          dJ mama cutsWOrth

                   free UWSA hot dog lUnch 

 4:00pm:            uWsa & hOmecOminG alumni bbQ 
everyone Welcome

 8:00pm:                             rOll call!!! uWsa  
O-Week Wrap-up With dJ cO-Op & dJ hunnicutt. 
FeaturinG skratch bastid (FrOm t.O.).  
free for UW & collÈge Ste. bonifAce StUdentS W/ 
Photo i.d. (18+). tix $7 in AdvAnce @ the UrbAn  
bAkery, $10 @ the door.

tuesdaY WednesdaY

FridaYthursdaY

All eventS in the QUAdAll eventS in the QUAd

front lAWn:

PyrAmid cAbAret:

>>

>>

>>

>>

O-Week o-Week iS PUt on by yoUr  
UW StUdentS’ ASSociAtion 

free mUSic And food All Week!

the QUAd iS the green 
SPAce in betWeen centen-
niAl hAll & grAhAm hAll

WWW.theUWSA.cA

All eventS in the QUAd

beer tent oPenS  
tUeSdAy–fridAy @ 11:30am 
*thUrSdAy the beer tent StAyS oPen  
Until 9:30Pm for the SoUndclASh

QUAd:

QUAd:

QUAd:

QUAd:

QUAd:



www.UniTer.ca The UniTer       

arts & CULtUrE
September 3, 2009

15

with J.williamez

good
& evil

across
1- affirm 

solemnly
5- aristocratic
10- asian sea
14- Delhi wrap
15- Brother of 

Moses
16- atlantic 

mackerel
17- Swill
18- Declare
19- Monetary 

unit of 
cambodia

20- Lipton 
competitor

22- Pure
24- Beer mug
25- Shrink 

back
26- actress 

Moore
28- ezio Pinza, 

for one
32- Busy as ___
35- holiday 

start
37- Pivot
38- Fam. 

reunion 
attendee

39- From 
cardiff

41- Shoebox 
letters

42- Turning 
point

45- Brother's 
title

46- Toll rds.
47- Broadcast-

ing
48- Gorillas, 

chimpan-
zees and 
orangutans

50- Bog
54- Monetary 

unit of 
india

58- Seedcase
61- Disavowal
62- Follow
63- Trooper 

maker
65- Pond 

organism
66- hammett 

hound
67- Femme 

fatale
68- Dissolve
69- clairvoy-

ant
70- Lauder of 

cosmetics
71- aha!;
 
Down
1- Orgs.
2- hired 

parker
3- Uneven
4- Dangerous 

current
5- american 

space 
agency

6- Bran source
7- courageous
8- Living in 

flowing 
water

9- Diciembre 
follower

10- Synthetic 
fiber

11- Bridle strap
12- calculus 

calculation
13- Lounge
21- chemical 

ending
23- Deride
25- Split apart
27- Sounds like 

a kitten
29- Pace
30- Go after
31- Minerals
32- with the 

bow, in 
music

33- capital of 
Switzerland

34- "east 
of eden" 

director 
Kazan

36- Mischie-
vous 
person

37- Fellow
40- Ladies of 

Sp.
43- having 

a resem-
blance

44- camaro 
model

46- Large sea 
wave

49- Before
51- Bluffer's 

ploy
52- Bears the 

ictus
53- Sudden 

burst
55- heaps
56- "The 

____ has 
landed."

57- Delight
58- School 

orgs.
59- alleviate
60- Baptism, 

e.g.
61- Sand hill
64- Mark of 

Zorro

crossword Puzzle 01
Solutions to crossword and sudoku will be printed in the next issue.

Solutions to august 13 puzzles.

cheering for  
the bad guy
rarely do we, as the common folk most of 
us are, actually get a chance to witness 
greatness. Most of us are so used to 
being afloat in the sea of mediocrity that 
surrounds us that we forget what true 
greatness looks like—or that it even exists. 
Today i want to remind and assure you all 
that greatness is still alive.

i recently saw a television commercial 
for an upcoming movie that is, without a 
doubt, the most brilliant piece of public 
relations i have ever encountered. it was 
for a film called whiteout, and from what 
i could tell from the trailer, cold weather 
plays a big part in the film, and is portrayed 
as having almost nefarious intentions.

i’m absolutely convinced that this movie 
is being financed by the oil industry as a 
way to solve the global warming problem. 
i know you’re probably wondering how 
a movie can solve the global warming 
problem. Sure a movie can make al Gore 
even wealthier than he already was, but 
can a movie actually make a difference?

i believe a movie can make a difference. 
Of course no movie can end (or even 
really slow) the effects of global warming, 
but a well-placed evil snowstorm or two 
certainly can solve the global warming 
problem, at least from the point of view 
of the oil companies. The global warming 
problem, at least for the oil companies, is 
that the damn hippies keep complaining 
about it. if they were to stop, then there 
would be no problem per se, and the oil 
company executives could stop feeling 
bad all the time.

That’s why i think this movie, which 
places cold weather as one of its main 
antagonists, is so brilliant.

what better way to make people 
embrace the irreversible changes that are 
already raising the global temperature at 
an alarming rate than to make them fear 
the cold?

another film released a few years back 
called The Day after Tomorrow took this 
same approach, and was wildly successful. 
My personal favourite was the scene 
where the heroes were being chased down 
the hallway of an old mansion by the cold, 
but at the last minute they were able to 
jump into a canvas tent, which somehow 
protected them.

i think films should go even further that 
this, however. we’ve all seen footage of 
starving polar bears that can no longer 
hunt for food due to the lack of suitable 
ice coverage in their natural habitats: why 
not make a movie in which a polar bear 
plays a vicious child rapist? after seeing 
movies like that, people would cheer the 
oil companies for protecting their precious 
children by killing off the polar bears as a 
species almost entirely.

i guess what i’m really trying to say is 
that we’ve all got to work together to make 
sure that oil company executives get the 
praise and rewards they deserve for all the 
bullshit they have to put up with.

not just the whole global warming myth, 
started by the goddamn hippies and the 
liberal media, but also the indifference of 
every one of us, who sit back and refuse to 
defend these poor innocent executives.

J. Williamez is a local musician. He 
pooled the change he collected while 
busking to buy a Hummer.
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can veganism be a 
healthy way to eat?

SagaN morrow
STaff wrITer

Sugar. Toothpaste. Wine. 
Marshmallows. Although these four 
products seem random, they do 
have one thing in common: The po-
tential to contain animal products. 
Nearly every food that we eat con-

tains some kind of animal ingredi-
ent and we don’t even realize it.

It is debatable whether the inclu-
sion of animal products in many 
food products is a bad thing. The 
nutrients that we get from con-
suming meat, eggs and dairy are 
phenomenal.

But now that Environmental 
Science & Technology has published 
a study stating that 83 per cent of 
food-associated greenhouse gas 
emissions come from the produc-
tion process, it might be worth 
considering if so much of the food 
we eat should reasonably contain 
animal ingredients.

Veganism is a lifestyle that avoids 
using any animal products whatso-
ever. As far as diets go it is difficult 
to consume the appropriate nutri-
ents from strictly plant-based foods. 
As it has become more mainstream, 
food manufacturers have begun 
creating processed food products 
which are vegan.

This unfortunately leads many 

to assume that if they are avoiding 
all animal products then they will 
both be healthy and be doing some-
thing good for the environment. 
However vegans can be just as un-
healthy as an omnivore if they regu-
larly eat processed food products or 
if they do not have enough variety 
in their diet to ensure that they are 
consuming adequate amounts of 
nutrients.

For the interest of spreading 
awareness about animal products 
in food as well as to determine 
whether veganism can in fact be a 
nutritious way to eat, I am adopt-
ing a vegan diet for the entire 
month of September. With a little 
research it is possible to avoid ani-
mal ingredients.

Once you start looking you will 
find that even the most unsuspect-
ing foods can contain animal ingre-
dients. Vegan Action and The Vegan 
Society are two excellent websites 
which offer plenty of information 
about this.

Many kinds of sugar, for exam-
ple, are processed using bone char. 
Most vegan brands of sugar will 
clearly state that there are no ani-
mal ingredients on the package so 
be sure to check for it. The clari-
fication process of wine also often 
uses animal ingredients. Contact 
the manufacturers for information 
about specific brands.

Cooking from scratch is one of 
the best ways to ensure that there 
are no animal ingredients in your 
food products. Set aside a couple 
hours on a rainy day to make your 
own yeast bread without eggs or 
other animal ingredients. Consult 
books such as Veganomicon and Get 
It Ripe for more ideas and informa-
tion about veganism.

University of Winnipeg student 
Sagan Morrow writes a health and 
wellness blog. Check out her adven-
tures with veganism daily at http://
livinghealthyintherealworld.word-
press.com.



The University of Winnipeg 

Homecoming 
Weekend 2009

Friday, September 11th to Sunday, September 13th   

You’re InvIted!

Friday, September 11th 

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Institute of 
Urban Studies 40th Anniversary  
Retrospective Open House in  
Convocation Hall

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. The Annual 
Rock Climb and UWSA BBQ and Beer 
Bash

4:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Alumni  
Community Barbecue featuring The 
Winnipeg Steel Orchestra and The 
Classic Embers Band, Beer Garden and 
Diversity Food Services

Saturday, September 12th 

11:30 a.m. The Furby/Langside  
Campus Launch

12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Alumni  
Community Barbecue and Beer  
Garden with traditional Indigenous 
crafts and games for kids seven and 
up, plus pick-up basketball, volleyball 
and street hockey (equipment available 
for sign-out at The Bill Wedlake  
Fitness Centre)

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Winnipeg  
General Strike 90th Anniversary Tour

Sunday, September 13th 

10:30 a.m. Ecumenical Service in the 
Carl Ridd Sanctuary

Join UWinnipeg alumni, faculty, friends and students on 
campus at Homecoming 2009

For more information and a complete list of events (including class  
reunions for the classes of ’49, ’69, and The Collegiate class of ’99) 

visit UWinnipeg.ca and click on alumni or call 988-7122.
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