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news

by Steve Currie

Q: If you were fInance mInIster where would you cut fundIng?

Brian Desqutels 
Biology student 
"Reduce infrastructure 
spending, if we rush new 
projects through without 
proper assessment, we’re not 
maximizing the benefit."

Andrea Philips 
Collections employee 
"We’re too highly taxed right 
now, spending should be cut 
across the board, although the 
military has already absorbed 
enough cuts."

Marko Semchuk 
Business student 
"That’s not what we need at 
all, we should be increasing 
spending for infrastructure and 
construction."

Sarah Deane 
Environmental science student 
"Canada’s military is essentially 
useless, it’s a waste of 
resources."

D. Calder 
Technical employee 
"Well, the easiest answer is to 
have them cut back their own 
salaries. I don’t get a raise and a 
bonus every year."

Kevin Grammett 
Library Assistant 
"Reductions are only fair if 
we cut back equally from all 
sectors. What money there 
is should be focused on 
long-term sustainability."
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i dream of...  
green fields? 
Gordon Bell  
sure does

CoNTrIBUTorS:

Federal budget no green surprise
environmental 
groups unhappy 
with green 
initiatives

aNdreW mCmoNagle
BeaT reporTer

Despite mounting a massive effort 
for government attention, environ-
mental activists are disappointed 
Canada can be green with envy 
at its Southern neighbours, rather 
than green with sustainability.

The Canadian government 
should have taken more cues 
from American President Barack 
Obama, said Tim Weis of the 
Pembina Institute, an Edmonton-
based environmental think tank 
and a member of the Green Budget 
Coalition (GBC).

“Per capita, the U.S. spends 
about four times more than us on 
environmental initiatives,” he said.

The GBC is a group of 20 envi-
ronmental organizations that pre-
sented the government with budget 
recommendations emphasizing a 
focus on the environment in the 
month leading up to the budget.

The budget had a focus on 
stimulating the economy, which 
Weis considers connected to the 
environment.

“The economy and the environ-
ment are not two different things,” 
he said.

Yet the budget was not with-
out its environmental high points. 
The government pledged a $10 
million increase to better monitor 
environmental indicators such as 
air quality, water cleanliness and 

greenhouse gas emissions.
Weis was happy this was in-

cluded, but regarded that recom-
mendation as a minor priority.

A higher priority for Weis was 
renewable energy.

“Clearly no priority was put on 
it,” he said.

Another $1 billion was pledged 
for green infrastructure over five 
years.

The details of this plan are not 
yet available. Service Canada said 
the plan was “in its infancy,” and 
further information from the feds 
was unavailable before press time.

Weis put it in context.
“One billion over five years is 

only $20 million a year,” he said. 

“Compare that to Edmonton’s 
light rail program, which is about 
$4 billion dollars.”

Andrew Van Iterson, project 
manager for the GBC, is disap-
pointed with the budget.

“Some notable environmental 
pieces were mentioned, but they 
missed some major opportunities.”

Van Iterson said the budget was 
put together quickly.

Fletcher Barager, economics pro-
fessor at the University of Manitoba, 
agrees the budget was hasty in its 
treatment of the environment.

“The budget is a rush job,” said 
Barager. “If the government had 
been really committed to green 
projects, then there would already 
have been a lot more green thinking 
and planning in all departments.”

Matt Morison from of the 
University of Winnipeg student 
group Ecological People in Action 
(EcoPIA) was similarly disap-
pointed by the context.

“Compare this to the $2.7 bil-
lion dollar loan to the auto sec-
tor, or even $500 million dollars set 
aside for home renovation tax cred-
its,” he said. “These figures astound 
me in Canada’s short-sightedness.”

The budget also reiterated the 
proposed 20 per cent reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2020.

While it sounds good, Van 
Iterson pointed out that it is still 
not going by the Kyoto Protocol 
standards, which he feels Canada 
should follow.

Canada has signed and ratified 
the protocol, which calls on coun-
tries to reduce their greenhouse gas 
emissions by 5.2 per cent from 1990 
levels. The protocol came into ef-
fect in February 2005.

“I will agree that Canada’s fail-
ing economy certainly did require 
immediate action,” Morison said. 
“But it is foolish to leave ecological 
and environmental issues alone at a 
crucial moment such as this.”

Weis remained optimistic.
“Just have to work harder next 

year,” Weis said.

“It is foolish to 
leave ecological 
and environmental 
issues alone at a 
crucial moment 
such as this.” 
–Matt Morison (ecoPIa)

BUDGeT hiGhLiGhTS
From 2009 to 2011,  
Canada will spend:

$10,782 
million 

on infrastructure

$5,260 
million 

on housing construction

$4,493 
million 

to support businesses and 
communities

$2,700 
million 

in loans to the auto sector

$174 
million 

on strengthening canada’s 
financial system

$528.3 
billion 

in total
Source: Government of canada

RYAN JANZ
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Scientists 
concerned over 
major cut  
to science 
research funding

daN HUygHeBaerT
BeaT reporTer

Scientists in Canada may soon ex-
perience their own economic melt-
down, after the federal government 
snubbed one of the country’s larg-
est research funding agencies in the 
latest budget.

Genome Canada received no 
funding in the 2009 budget. It re-
ceived $140 million in 2008 and 
$100 million in 2007.

One project funded by Genome 
Canada is Andrew Potter’s study 
on why some bacteria produce dis-
eases in humans but not animals. 
Potter is director of the Vaccine and 
Infectious Disease Organization at 
the University of Saskatchewan.

Potter said that while his current 
research will not be directly affected 
by the cuts, a prepared application 
for future funding will be.

“It won’t go forward now,” Potter 
said.

Potter is also concerned lack of 
consistent funding for future proj-
ects will limit research options.

“Anytime you have a break in the 
research, you lose people,” Potter 
said. “You just don’t start and stop 
like that.”

Potter said it usually takes 10 
years for impact to be seen on any 
research.

But Annie Trepanier, spokesper-
son for Industry Canada, the de-
partment responsible for funding 
Genome Canada, said funding has 
not stopped for Genome Canada, 
despite not being included in this 
year’s budget.

Trepanier points to Genome 
Canada receiving $840 million 
since 2000, including $240 million 
in the last two years.

“Investments from the last two 
years fund Genome Canada’s oper-
ations and current research support 
until March 31, 2013,” she said.

“It just means we have to work 
a little bit harder and longer,” said 
Carolyn Reynolds, director of cor-

porate development and com-
munications at Genome Prairies, 
which helps support and manage 
genome projects in Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba.

While Reynolds said the fund-
ing cut does not affect day-to-day 
operations, she is worried about its 
effects on future competitions for 
funding.

More information will become 
available on Genome Canada’s 
future funding after a scheduled 
meeting in Ottawa on Feb. 13.

Researchers in Manitoba are also 
feeling the crunch.

“I’m a strong advocate of gov-
ernment-funded research and the 
government placing genomic re-
search as their high priority,” said 
Rodney Hanley, dean of Science at 
the University of Winnipeg. “There 
will be long term consequences for 
cutting back on funding.”

Without consistent funding for 
Genome Canada, the future of 
Canadian science may be uncer-
tain as it is hard to put long-term 
projects on short-term budgetary 
cycles, Hanley said.

For example, it could take years 
for a project mapping out the 
full genome of house mice to be 
completed.

“We are in the infancy of this 
kind of research,” Hanley said. “We 
need lots of resources and a long 
term perspective.”

Trepanier refused to discuss 
long-term plans for federal ge-
nomic funding.

whaT are They UP TO?
Current Genome Prairies projects:
North American conditional 
mouse mutagenesis
Looking at developing mice with 
different genes inactivated to 
shed light on the effects of ge-
netic changes in disease
 Genome canada’s contribu-
tion: $8.9 million  
(total cost $24.9 million)

Frost-tolerant wheat
identify and harness cold toler-
ant genes in wheat and other 
cereal crops
 Genome canada’s contribu-
tion: $4.1 million  
(total cost $8.1 million)

Waging war on infectious 
disease
Knocking out specific genes in 
mice and treating them with 
salmonella to find out what role 
genes play in human and animal 
health
 Genome canada’s contribu-
tion: $8.5 million  
(total cost $17.1 million)

Designer oils from Canada 
Developing canola oils with bet-
ter tolerance for heat, faster 
maturation and higher protein 
content using genomics
 Genome canada’s contribu-
tion: $6.8 million 
(total cost $14.8 million)
Source: Genome Prairies

Not as environmentally friendly as you think
Leaked legislation 
indicates harmful 
projects might  
have an easier  
time in canada

STeve CUrrIe
volUNTeer STaff

A leaked government memo spells 
bad news for Canada’s environ-
mental assessment procedures, ac-
tivists claim.

The federal New Democratic 
Party has reported a leaked 
Conservative Party of Canada 
memo showing the government’s 
plan to draft a bill to weaken 
the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA).

But the Conservatives are de-

nying any such plans, said Dan 
McNaughton, director of the 
prairie branch of the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment 
Agency.

“While the government contin-
ually strives to maintain environ-
mental standards and assessment, 
no bill changing the Environment 
Assessment Act has been submit-
ted to the House of Commons,” he 
said.

The law, originally passed by the 
1992 Mulroney government, re-
quires all construction or operation 
projects to pass a regulated environ-
mental assessment before any per-
manent work can be started.

The proposed changes will ex-
empt all projects under $10 mil-
lion from this federal procedure in 
an effort to stimulate infrastructure 
growth. The projects would still 
undergo a provincial environmen-
tal assessment.

Rumours of the changes have 
drawn pre-emptive responses from 

many environmental groups.
“Federal laws ensuring develop-

ment projects are environmentally 
sustainable must not be gutted in a 
rush to get shovels in the ground,” 
Jim Hazell, executive director of 
the Sierra Club of Canada, wrote 
in a recent press release.

Hazell was director of legis-
lative and regulatory affairs in 
the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency under Brian 
Mulroney and Jean Chrétien.

The proposed changes won’t 
bring many changes to Manitoban 
investors.

The Manitoba-Canada 
Agreement on Environmental 
Assessment Cooperation, the first 
of its kind in Canada, allows the 
provincial assessment to pass for 
both layers of government—pro-
vided the assessment meets the re-
quirements of both.

“The majority of cases are han-
dled concurrently, while we work 
with the [provincial] office to pro-

vide support and 
training for the 
assessments,” 
McNaughton 
said.

Projects that 
had concurrent 
assessments in-
clude highway 
work, changes 

to the Red River Floodway and the 
proposed Wuskwatim Dam.

A Green party press release 
quoted Elizabeth May, leader of the 
Green party, as saying federal legis-
lation needs to be strengthened, not 
weakened, by introducing more in-
dependent study.

As it stands, May claimed envi-
ronmental assessments are mostly 
carried out by government support-
ers of the proposed project. This 
often leads to reports that down-
play environmental risks.

“It’s a little like leaving the fox 
in charge of the henhouse,” May 
stated in the press release.

“However, the legislation plays 
an important role and the parts 
that are working must be upheld.”

The federal government wel-
comes any questions of the ru-
moured changes.

“These practices can be complex 
for those who are not immersed in 
them, but the office is open to all 
parties who want more informa-
tion, especially the general public,” 
McNaughton said.

Also on the leaked draft were pro-
posed changes to the Navigable 
Waters Act, which regulates many 
damming and bridge-building proj-
ects. For more information on this 
Act and its effects see www.ispeak-
forcanadianrivers.ca.

M
EgAN TuRN

bull

REcEssion, says Who?
winnipeg is countering the national 

dropping trend in real estate with 
extensive expansion and sales.

city council approved the establishment 
of two new subdivisions on the border of 
St. Boniface and Transcona, to be built by 
the waterside Development corporation.

These 70 acres in the city’s northeast 
corner will eventually be the site of 
hundreds of single and multi-family 
homes.

Meanwhile,cBc reported that 
condominium sales, homes on the market 
and dollar volume of homes sold are all 
higher than January 2008.

MininG in ManitoBa
The province is showing commitment 

to mining efforts with a $1.4 million 
contribution to 31 new mineral exploration 
projects.

These projects, funded through 
the Manitoba exploration assistance 
Program, are undertaken by 20 different 
speculators. Three of them are doing 
business in Manitoba for the first time.

The investment is expected to 
generate $26 million in additional mining 
expenditures. The province will fund up 
to a quarter of the investment, with a 
maximum ceiling of $300,000.

The mining companies usually spend $8 
to $9 on exploration for each government-
invested dollar.

BRits Want to knoW hoW it’s donE
Following heavy snows in London, 

British radio and newspapers needed a 
specialist to explain how to handle snow 
without the city shutting down—and they 
called Mayor Sam Katz.

On air with BBc radio 4, Katz said we 
respond efficiently to snow because we 
have the equipment on hand.

London, which typically has a rainy 
February, should not be faulted for being 
caught unaware.

Katz added that other north american 
cities receive more snow than winnipeg, 
but suspected the British media turned to 
winnipeggers for information as we have 
the most efficient and autonomous snow 
clearing in the world, reported canada.
com.

so lonG, sEptic FiElds
in response to pressure from 

environmentalists and cottage owners, 
the province plans to stop the creation of 
new septic fields north of the city.

The winnipeg Free Press reported the 
changes will affect the three-kilometre-
wide corridor running along the red river 
between winnipeg and Selkirk. it will 
cover new septic fields and replacements 
for failed fields.

currently, there are 20,000 to 30,000 
septic fields between the city and Lake 
winnipeg.

as these expire, they will have to be 
replaced with regularly pumped-out 
holding tanks.

no suBstations on 
hERitaGE sitEs

Manitoba hydro has opted to back out of 
a plan to convert three exchange District 
buildings into a new power substation for 
downtown.

The original plan, which required 
gutting the buildings while preserving 
their external facades, was criticized by 
the public.

The lot was chosen due to its access to 
existing power lines; any new station will 
have to build expensive new underground 
connections, reported cBc.

The exchange District contains the 
majority of winnipeg’s heritage buildings, 
and was declared a national historic Site 
in 1997.

hydro has yet to choose a new location 
for the substation.

local 
News Briefs 
compiled by Steve currie

A dark day for science
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Program provides 
sex trade workers 
with respite  
from violence
SaNdy KloWaK
BeaT reporTer

Once a year, the city’s female and 
transgendered sex workers are in-
vited to a pampering sleepover in 
their honour, in an effort to get 
them off the streets for one night.

Safe Night Off Winnipeg Streets 
for Women and Transgendered 
Sex Trade Workers (SNOW night) 
takes place for the second time on 
Thursday, Feb. 12.

It is organized by Salvation Army 
Correctional and Justice Services 
(SACJS), Sage House and several 
other community organizations.

“We want one night a year to 
hopefully not have any women 
working the street,” said Dianna 
Bussey, SNOW night organizer 
and director of SACJS.

SNOW night includes spa treat-
ments, food, movies and a safe 
place to sleep. Information on 
health care, housing, counselling 
and education opportunities for 
those seeking to quit the sex trade 
is also available.

There are many ways youth can 
end up as sex workers, according 
to Jane Runner, program manager 
of the Transition, Education and 
Resources for Females (TERF) pro-
gram at New Directions, which of-
fers support to child and adult sex 
workers and those at risk for sexual 
exploitation.

Some need money after running 
away from an abusive home, while 
others may have been sexually 
abused. Children with disabilities 
are also at a higher risk of exploita-
tion by pimps and gangs, Runner 

said.
“Usually it’s something they’re 

not getting at home,” said Runner. 
“Nobody wants to be out there.”

According to Bussey, the aver-
age age for women entering the sex 
trade is 14 years.

“It’s women and children in po-
sitions of extreme poverty,” she 
said. “They’re a very vulnerable 
population.”

For those seeking to leave the 
sex trade, barriers to getting off 
the streets include addiction, 
homelessness and violence from 

pimps, gangs, former clients and 
boyfriends.

Winnipeg sex workers represent 
an unsettlingly high proportion of 
First Nations people, said Runner, 
at approximately 80 per cent.

The TERF program uses a holis-
tic approach that incorporates tra-
ditional teachings.

SNOW night is about provid-
ing sex workers with a temporary 
respite from the streets and letting 
them know of the resources avail-
able in the community to help 
them.

The program was well attended 
last year.

Katie Haig-Anderson, co-ordi-
nator of the Womyn’s Centre at 
the University of Winnipeg, is sup-
portive of the initiative.

“SNOW night lets folks who 
work the streets know that many 
people in this city care about the 
safety and wellbeing of sex work-
ers,” she wrote in an e-mail.

Those seeking help for a loved one 
who is in the sex trade can call New 
Directions at 204-786-7051. 

“snow night lets 
folks who work 
the streets know 
that many people 
in this city care 
about the safety 
and wellbeing of 
sex workers.” 
–Katie Haig-anderson,  
Womyn’s Centre

Improving inner-city homes
Program fixes 
homes, turns  
around lives

Joe KorNelSeN
BeaT reporTer

A new home improvement pro-
gram will give houses in Winnipeg’s 
inner-city a much needed facelift – 
while training its residents to pay it 
forward.

The Government of Manitoba 
partnered with Manitoba Hydro 
to renew and expand a program 
for retrofitting older homes in 
Winnipeg’s inner city.

Money will be channeled to pri-
vate homeowners through the non-
profit organization Building Urban 
Industries for Local Development 
(BUILD) to install insulation and 
low-flow shower heads and toilets.

The company also includes a 
training component for those look-
ing to get into the construction la-
bour market.

After only five weeks of insulat-
ing houses with BUILD, Brian Bear 
said he already feels like he has 

gained a lot of knowledge in the 
carpentry trade.

He said that he appreciates that 
the company’s willing to work in 
areas where most contractors refuse 
to work.

“A lot of contractors don’t want 
to go into these neighbourhoods,” 
Bear said.

Shaun Loney, BUILD’s executive 
director, said the company is work-
ing to improve houses that defi-
nitely need it.

“The North End is full of houses 
that were poorly insulated when 
they were built,” Loney said.

BUILD began in 2006 and con-
tinued to retrofit 200 inner-city 
homes over two years. With the in-
creased funding, Loney expects the 
company will retrofit 300 homes in 
the next year alone.

Colin Craig, the provincial direc-
tor for the Manitoba branch of the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation, 
said that although the training pro-
gram has merits, there are better 
ways to improve the housing stock 
in the inner-city that don’t involve 
spending public money.

“If you reduce taxes across the 
board and reduce barriers to doing 
the renovations,” there would be 
more investment by individuals in 
the neighbourhood, Craig said.

Unlike Alberta or Saskatchewan, 
Craig said Manitoba places a much 
heavier tax burden on low income 
earners.

Craig also suggested a broader 
approach may be a good idea. This 
would account for crime preven-
tion to improve the perception of 
the neighbourhood and its house 
values.

This may in fact be one of the 
benefits of BUILD. Loney said that 
BUILD hires people that could be 
spending their time doing less pro-
ductive things.

“Some are former gang mem-
bers. How can you measure the 
value of them not being in jail or 
not committing crimes?”

Home owners interested in applying 
for BUILD can contact 204-943-
5981.

“a lot of 
contractors 
don’t want to 
go into these 
neighbourhoods.” 
–brian bear, buILD

CarleN george
volUNTeer STaff

Last Wednesday, Feb. 5, the univer-
sity hosted one of Canada’s most 
renowned indigenous leaders, 
whose passionate plea for aborigi-
nal rights crushed Canada’s consti-
tutional talks in the ’90s.

Born on a reserve in northern 
Manitoba, Elijah Harper became 
chief of his hometown at 29 and 
entered politics in 1981 as the first 
Treaty Indian to be elected in pro-
vincial politics.

More than 25 years later, Harper 
is on a national speaking tour. He 
took the stage at the University 
of Winnipeg amidst a standing 
ovation after a brief introduction 
from old friend and travel com-
panion Paul Chartrand, director of 
U of W’s Aboriginal Governance 
Program.

Harper is most well known for 
the firm, passionate ‘no’ that shat-
tered the Meech Lake Accord talks 
in 1990, and in doing so galva-
nized indigenous political action in 
Canada.

“He’s had such a significant im-
pact on aboriginals across Canada,” 
said Leigh Brown, a high school 
teacher and instructor at the U of 
W.

Harper now keeps busy speak-
ing to students and First Nations 
People across the country, seeking 
to inspire hope as an activist for ab-
original rights.

During his talk, Harper didn’t 
touch or glance at his notes.

“I’d rather talk from the heart, 
speak what I feel,” he said.

Harper began with his dehu-
manizing experience in residential 
schools. He described this period 
and the pre-1867 government at-
tempts to eliminate aboriginal spir-
ituality as an assault on their very 
existence.

While Canada’s aboriginals may 
have more rights now, many of the 
government policies against them 
are still alive and well, he said.

Harper feels the federal govern-
ment should address issues with the 
chiefs as equals to move towards 
reconciliation—but so far their ac-

tions have been very one-sided.
This past June, Prime Minister 

Stephen Harper apologized for the 
wrongs committed against aborig-
inals and asked for forgiveness. In 
his talk, Harper likened this to a 
woman being raped and receiving 
an apology, while she now has the 
responsibility of a child.

It is now time for the prime min-
ister to take responsibility, he said.

“The greatness of a people is 
not measured by money, power, 
or land... It’s how much you are 
willing to give and share. The First 
Nations demonstrated that to the 
world.”

He also worried about the 
closed-door approach the current 
Indian Residential Schools Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission is 
taking, with government-selected 
commissioners questioning legal 
and church authorities.

“The healing needs to take place 
where they were removed from, the 
land and the language, rather than 
the Western philosophy.”

Harper nonetheless holds no 
grudge against the government.

“In order to speak freely of 
these things, one must drop the 
burden.”

He affirms education is the key 
to proper reconciliation, with the 
final goal being the involvement 
of aboriginals everywhere: politics, 
universities, institutions.

“When I said no, I meant yes. 
Yes for the recognition and justice 
of our people,” Harper said.

“That’s how it is with our cul-
ture, with the elders,” said Jeanette 
Myran, an aboriginal student at the 
University of Manitoba who at-
tended the lecture. “Respect.” 

The MOney TaLK
 canada’s poorest 20%  
spend 7.3% of their income on utilities

 canada’s richest 20%  
spend 2% of their income on utilities
Source: Shaun Loney, warmupwinnipeg.ca

JoE KoRN
ElSEN

JAM
ES CullEToN

Dianna Bussey, an organizer for SnOw night, hopes the event will give sex workers a 
one-night-break from working the streets.

M
ARK REIM

ER

a home in winnipeg's Spence neighbourhood got a facelift thanks to the BUiLD program.

you won't see a new Uniter on the shelves next week 'cause we're taking a bit of a break. But 
at the end of February – the month of love – watch for The Uniter's special issue on Sex and 
relationships. we take a look at our current economic and social trends and apply them to 

what goes on behind winnipeg's closed doors. no wonder we need a week off!

Elijah Harper’s campus talkTlC for those who need it
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doctoR sEnt to jail 
FoR 50 cEnt BRiBE

PaTina, india: a 75-year-old 
doctor was recently sentenced to 
jail for accepting a $0.50 bribe in 
1985.

Balgovind Prasad took 25 rupees 
from a sweeper in exchange for a 
falsified medical certificate. The 
case has dragged since 1985; in 1992 
Prasad was convicted of the offence 
and issued a one-year jail term.

he appealed that conviction and 
has remained a free man since.

Last week a high court in the 
state of Bihar minimized that 
sentence to three months for such 
a petty crime.

reuters reported the judge 
ordered the police to apprehend 
Prasad for the beginning of his 
sentence.

paRkinG tickEt no sMall ill
GranD FOrKS, north Dakota: 

computer hackers are now 
infecting residents of Grand Forks 
with a computer virus through fake 
parking tickets.

hackers left fake parking tickets 
on windshields, directing drivers 
to view their parking offence 
online. yet upon logging in, drivers 
discovered the website infected 
their computers with the Vundo 
Trojan virus.

according to BBc news, the 
tickets directed the victims to a 
website that showed photographs 
of their parking violations; the 
virus would then get users to install 
phony anti-virus software.

This is the first reported time 
hackers used real-life approaches 
to spreading cyber viruses. The 
offenders remain at large.

cash to cRush old caRs
haMBUrG, Germany: The German 

government is offering a cash 
incentive for people to purchase 
newer, environmentally-friendly 
vehicles.

The government will offer $4,000 
to car owners who take their junky, 
inefficient automobiles to the 
wrecker. The incentive is part of 
a $106-billion stimulus program 
instituted by the government.

according to the canadian Press, 
to get the bonus Germans must 
take their old cars to government-
recognized scrap yards and show 
documentation for the wrecking 
and the purchase of a new vehicle.

The economy Ministry will make 
direct deposits to bank accounts 
beginning in March. The incentive 
will be in effect until the end of the 
year.

German automobile companies 
are also presenting additional 
bonuses such as price reductions 
and inexpensive financing.

sWiss diploMat aRREstEd 
FoR MakE-out sEssion

Tehran, iran: iranian police 
arrested a Swiss diplomat for 
having indecent sexual relations 
with an iranian woman last week.

Police discovered the liaison after 
identifying a car with diplomatic 
plates; they discovered the couple 
in the car. The woman was found 
to be improperly dressed and in an 
obscene situation.

The two were arrested and 
released on bail.

cnn reported the charges pressed 
against the woman were unclear.

The Swiss diplomat is said to be 
the first secretary of the United 
States interests section of the 
Swiss embassy in Tehran. This post 
represents american interests in 
iran through the Swiss embassy.

The U.S. and iran severed 
diplomatic relations after the 1979 
iranian revolution.

International 
News Briefs 
compiled by Brooke Dmytriw 

winnipeg School 
Division dropped the 
ball, say activists

SaNdy KloWaK
BeaT reporTer

The Winnipeg School Division has 
been dodging their responsibility in 
Gordon Bell High School's cam-
paign for a sports field, say commu-
nity activists.

Gordon Bell, which currently 
lacks a grass sports field of any kind, 
is fighting to acquire the former 
Midway Chrysler lot at 730 Portage 
Ave.

And while current owner Canada 
Post is willing to give up the lot, they 
need an alternate location to build 
their new downtown mail depot, 
and soon.

“There’s a construction timetable 
that we need to adhere to in order to 
ensure that service to our customers 
is not interrupted,” said Kathi Neal, 
media and community affairs man-
ager for Canada Post.

“We remain open-minded,” Neal 
said.

But Canada Post has yet to re-
ceive an official offer for their prop-
erty from the school division or 

government.
After a meeting with Education 

Minister Peter Bjornson on Tuesday, 
Feb. 10, it was made clear to com-
munity activists that the Winnipeg 
School Division has to take the next 
step, and should have done so long 
ago, said Nancy Chippendale, a 
Gordon Bell alumnus and member 
of the Dream of Fields Coalition.

Dream of Fields is a community 
initiative fighting to create green 
space for the school.

Despite officially lending its sup-
port to the project recently, the 
school division had no plans to step 
in on the process when interviewed 
last week.

“It’s their (Gordon Bell’s) initia-
tive, but what they’ve got now is the 
support of the division in principle,” 
said a division spokesperson that re-

quested anonymity.
But the school division needs to 

offer more than theoretical support, 
said Kelly Holmes, executive direc-
tor of Resource Assistance for Youth 
(RaY) and a Gordon Bell alum-
nus, who was present at Tuesday's 
meeting.

"Just giving us a nod is not 
enough," she said. "We need more 
than 'in principle' here... Until they 
do that piece we're kind of stuck."

The school division was un-
available for comment following 
Tuesday's meeting.

Last week prior to the meeting, 
Bjornson's office declined an inter-
view, saying they have yet to receive a 
proposal from the Winnipeg School 
Division regarding the property in 
question. Though supportive of the 
project, the government's hands are 

apparently tied until the school divi-
sion acts, Chippendale said.

"We're just back to square one," 
she said.

Gordon Bell staff and students, 
community members and local pol-
iticians are searching for a new spot 
that fits Canada Post’s needs, with no 
luck yet. They are hoping Bjornson 
and member of Parliament Pat 
Martin (NDP-Winnipeg Centre), 
can negotiate a deadline extension 
with Canada Post.

The deadline is currently set at 
the end of February.

Gordon Bell currently sports a 
paved courtyard for all recreation. 
Students are bused to nearby schools 
for all games and practices.

“I know my kids came home 
with more than their fair share of 
road rash, trying to play Frisbee out 
there,” said Darrell Horn, member of 
both the Dream of Fields Coalition 
and the Broadway Neighbourhood 
Centre's Board of Directors.

Linda McLaren, co-chair of the 
Gordon Bell parent advisory coun-
cil, said the field would not only 
improve the school’s gym curricu-
lum and promote healthy activities 
for students, but it could serve as a 
recreational space for all kids in the 
community.

“We need this space. We need it 
for the whole neighbourhood,” she 
said.

M
ARK REIM

ER

Gordon Bell students (left to right) raia Bryan, Morgan collins and haley rice rally for a 
new a sports field for their school at a protest on Jan. 23.

Clock ticking on school’s green space dream
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campus news

Province unveils 
new strategy to 
attract international 
students to local 
universities

Joe KorNelSeN
BeaT reporTer

With economic hardships poten-
tially putting a damper on local 
enrolment, the Government of 
Manitoba is putting all its effort 
into attracting international stu-
dents to the province.

The province unveiled its new 
International Education Strategy 
in late January. The strategy ex-
amines how the province can help 
Manitoba universities become hot 
spots for international recruitment.

Minister of Competitiveness 
Andrew Swan said the government 

sees a lot of benefits to bringing in-
ternational students here.

“It provides revenue, it creates 
diversity and it creates new connec-
tions for all of us,” Swan said.

He pointed to the $5 billion 
dollars that international students 

annually bring to the Canadian 
economy and said the province 
hopes to bring some of that money 
here.

The strategy includes broad rec-
ommendations and comes without 
any new funding as of yet. However, 
the government is also open to sug-
gestions from universities on what 
they can do to help, and it may 
choose to allocate money if univer-
sities come to them with appealing 
proposals, Swan said.

David Arenas is a former interna-
tional student from Mexico. While 
the recent University of Manitoba 
graduate described his overall study 
experience in Manitoba as good, he 
also has some recommendations for 
improvement.

Arenas would like to see more 
support and information for stu-
dents who first arrive.

“When you first arrive it’s very 
hard to find a job because you don’t 
have Canadian work experience,” 
he said.

Neil Besner, associate vice-presi-

dent international at the University 
of Winnipeg, likes the idea of 
working with the province to at-
tract more students.

Besner recognized Arenas’ con-
cerns and said that providing 
proper advising and guidance for 
new students was a priority for the 
university.

Although the province did not 
set aside any new funding for the 
initiative, Besner said the addi-
tional fees paid by international 
students cover the added costs of 
recruitment and acclimatization.

Because international students 
pay higher fees, local students don’t 
have to be concerned about losing 
funding or space, Besner said.

International students pay 260 
per cent more than regular stu-
dents, at $2,006.40 versus $557.28 
for a six credit hour course.

Currently the U of W has about 
500 international students; that is 
five per cent of the university's total 
population. Besner hopes to in-
crease it to 10 per cent by 2012.

Increasing the number of inter-
national students was good for the 
economy, he said.

“International students pro-
vide a good source of educated 
immigrants.”

Arenas said the province needs 
to give students a career-related rea-
son to stay in the province.

“Students need the opportu-
nity to advance in their careers,” he 
said.

Swan hopes the new strategy will 
address this need.

“The long term by-product of 
this strategy is more opportunities 
for joint ventures and more oppor-
tunities to collaborate with other 
countries,” he said.

Chances are high Arenas will 
leave Manitoba now that his stud-
ies are done.

But Swan said this is not neces-
sarily a bad thing.

“Whether they stay or go home, 
they will be good ambassadors for 
this province,” he said.

Former international student David 
arenas believes more labour incentives 
are needed to keep international 
students in the province after 
graduation.

Single university looking for international mate

KElSEY ClIFFoRD
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outspokEn pRoFEssoR 
GEts thE sack

University of Ottawa professor Denis 
rancourt was suspended from his 
tenured position and locked out of his 
laboratory for alternative teaching 
practices.

The dismissal came after rancourt 
gave his entire physics class an a+. he 
argues that letter grades denounce the 
learning process.

in the past, rancourt has altered the 
curriculum with student - though not 
university - consent, taught a popular 
activism course, and founded a social 
justice film society.

when rancourt returned to campus 
for a film society meeting, he was led 
off campus in handcuffs.

rancourt’s dismissal raised serious 
questions of academic freedom from 
the canadian association of University 
Teachers, reported the Globe and Mail.

REsidEncE lonG tiME coMinG
Students at the University of 

Saskatchewan are about to get a whole 
lot more comfortable.

The U of S, which currently houses 
only six per cent of its students on 
campus, received $15 million from 
the provincial government for a new 
student housing project.

construction is expected to begin by 
the end of 2009.

according to the Star Phoenix, 
it's been three decades since a new 
residence was built at the U of S.

The provincial funding came after the 
University of Saskatchewan Students’ 
Union released a report pointing out 
the shortage of housing on and around 
campus.

sEttinG siGhts on insiGht
each year, undergraduate students 

of various backgrounds anxiously await 
the day to educate other students 
across canada with their experience. 
and now, that day has arrived.

The canadian national Students' 
conference in international Studies, 
also known as insight 2009, will take 
place May 27 to 30 at Ottawa’s carleton 
University.

The theme this year is ‘co-ordination, 
co-operation, and community: Governing 
governance in development.’

insight is currently accepting 
presentation proposals; these are due 
by Friday, Mar. 6.

For more information, visit www.
insightstudents.org or contact insight.
conference@gmail.com.

uWsa ElEction loW-doWn
Before reading week begins, it is 

time to seriously consider your student 
association.

The University of winnipeg Students’ 
association (UwSa) will be accepting 
nominations for next year from 9 a.m. 
on Monday, Feb. 23, until Friday, Mar. 6, 
at 4 p.m.

Those who are thinking of running 
can come to an information meeting on 
Friday, Feb. 13 at 12:30 p.m. in 3M67.

Voting will take place Mar. 16 to Mar. 
19.

Those interested in running must 
be students of good standing at the 
University of winnipeg and have 
submitted a completed nomination 
form.

all nomination forms can be picked 
up and submitted at the UwSa General 
Office, Bulman Students' centre, room 
0r30, between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. during 
the nomination period.

chEckinG out thE univERsity
On Feb. 18 the University of winnipeg 

will open its doors to hundreds of 
prospective students at the university’s 
Open house.

Professors, staff and students will 
greet all newcomers at the riddell hall 
cafeteria from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 
from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. The event will 
include information sessions about 
degree programs and student housing, 
registration and campus tours.

The chance to win the cost of one 
first year tuition will also be available to 
those who fill a radio hot 103 ViP card.

Visit www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/open-
house-index for more info.

Campus 
News Briefs
compiled by carlen George

Smoke baby, smoke?
University admits 
tobacco company 
wrong for career 
fair and conflicts 
with healthy 
environment

daN HUygHeBaerT
BeaT reporTer

The University of Winnipeg ad-
mitted it made a mistake when it 
allowed representatives from a to-
bacco company to take part in its 
recent career fair.

“We want to promote a healthy 
campus environment,” said Colin 
Russell, registrar at the U of W. 
“They are not the appropriate com-
pany to express that.”

Russell said that the U of W has 
never included tobacco companies 
in its career fair.

Yet in this year’s fair, held on 
Jan. 28 at the Duckworth Centre, 
Imperial Tobacco was allowed to 
have recruiting officers on campus.

The U of W has a smoking ban 
in effect on all campus property.

Murray Gibson, executive di-

rector of the Manitoba Tobacco 
Reduction Alliance, said it is un-
fortunate the tobacco giant was 

allowed to have a platform at the 
university.

“They are trying to appear as a 
legitimate business,” Gibson said. 
“But their product kills.”

Gibson said due to their le-
thal nature, tobacco should not 
be treated as a normal product. As 
the government does not allow to-
bacco companies to advertise or 
display their products, they should 
not have the freedom to recruit 
employees at universities.

But Ashley Buleziuk, a smoker, 
thinks students should have the 
freedom to choose.

“It’s hypocritical if they didn’t 
allow them,” said the third-year 
English student.

“An important thing about 
university is educating yourself 
and making informed decisions,” 
Buleziuk said. “It’s not realistic to 
think they (tobacco companies) 
would go away.”

Amanda Snell, a fourth-year 
criminal justice and sociology 
major, who also smokes, feels 
differently.

“I don’t really agree that the uni-
versity should advertise something 
like that,” Snell said.

Russell explained the person 
who normally organizes the fair 
was away on maternity leave, so the 
university contracted out someone 
to perform those duties.

“We should have a written pol-
icy in place for these matters,” 
Russell said.

The university will work on such 
a policy for next year, he said.

Typically companies approach 
the university to participate in the 
career fair, which costs them $250. 
Companies are admitted on a case-
by-case basis.

Russell said a link to Imperial 
Tobacco’s website was removed 
from the university’s career fair 
website.

Efforts to reach Imperial Tobacco 
were not successful by press time.

SMOKinG By nUMBerS
 45,000 deaths each year are 
attributed to tobacco
 currently there are 5 million 
smokers in canada
 $3 billion went towards direct 
health care expenses from 
smoking in 2001
Source: health canada

recession could 
mean scaling back 
expansion projects 
and hiring

STaCy CardIgaN SmITH
maNagINg edITor

Despite the current economic 
slowdown and an $8 million bill 
on the horizon, the University of 
Winnipeg is still vowing the schol-
arships and bursaries students re-
ceive annually won't decline and is 
pushing ahead with capital expan-
sion projects.

However, a spending freeze is in 
place and some projects might need 
to be scaled back.

Last year, the University of 
Winnipeg Foundation gave out 
$1.1 million in endowment revenue, 
close to 85 per cent of which went 
towards scholarships and bursaries, 
chairs and fellowships.

Although the economic pickle 
might make it difficult to keep this 
up in 2009/2010, the university is 
doing everything in its power to 
maintain these numbers.

“It’s a priority for the university,” 
said U of W’s director of market-
ing and communications Shawn 
Coates.

The endowment funds of uni-
versities across North America 
have drastically declined in recent 
months.

The University of Toronto might 
not be able to pay the $62 million 
it had promised to dole out come 
April—the cash was earmarked for 
everything ranging from hiring and 
research to student grants—and 

Harvard’s endowment fund has lost 
about US$8 billion so far.

U of W is facing a similar situa-
tion, but instead of providing less 
money for scholarships and the 
like, the Foundation has decided 
to encourage direct donations 
rather than endowment donations, 
Coates said.

Whereas endowment donations 
are invested and only the interest is 
paid out, direct donations are paid 
out immediately in a lump sum. In 
other words, endowments keep on 
giving and direct donations are a 
one-time thing.

Donors can choose their dona-
tion types in combination, Coates 
said.

"It's a sort of short-term mea-
sure," said University of Manitoba 
associate professor of economics 
Ian Hudson of the push for direct 
donations. "I can see why the uni-
versity would do it. I guess what 
they're hoping is the downturn is 

pretty short."
If the university expects the re-

turn on investments wont be big 
during the recession, then not pay-
ing into an endowment fund for a 
year or two wont really affect the 
bottom line, he said.

Unfortunately, the university 
can’t be sure until the end of August 
or beginning of September whether 
their pleas for direct donations will 
work to ward off declining scholar-
ships, Coates said.

Yet scholarships and bursaries are 
only a fraction of the Foundation’s 
gifts to the university.

The Foundation is currently try-
ing to raise $70 million for their 
A World of Opportunity Capital 
Campaign, for which $63 million 
has already been raised.

The campaign supports vari-
ous initiatives including the 
new Richardson College for the 
Environment and the Opportunity 
Fund, which seeks to facilitate the 

enrolment of impoverished youth 
in university.

Yet some projects might have to 
be altered due to the economic cli-
mate, Coates said.

“There is that chance. That is a 
realistic possibility, and I wouldn’t 
use the term half-completed build-
ings, but maybe you have to change 
the scope of your project, so maybe 
a building has a few less labs or its 
scaled down a bit.”

While the Foundation is still 
raising funds for the science com-
plex, construction is on schedule, 
he said.

It is common for the funds for a 
capital expansion project to not be 
raised before the project gets the go 
ahead, Coates said.

However, he did not rule out the 
possibility that the complex might 
have to open a year later.

The university was also rocked 
by an $8 million bill recently after 
it lost a court case surrounding 
choices it made with the employee 
pension plan eight years ago.

For comparison, U of W’s an-
nual budget is about $100 million.

In 2001, $6.5 million was de-
ducted from the pension plan. At 
the time there was a surplus, but 
the money dwindled after 9-11.

The $6.5 million has grown to $8 
million with interest.

U of W's vice president of fi-
nances Bill Balan was unavailable 
for comment.

As a result, the university stopped 
hiring for vacant jobs and all discre-
tionary spending.

“We have to even more diligent 
and more prudent with our spend-
ing and our costs. The university 
has been mindful of its spending 
for a long time, but even more so 
now,” Coates said.

The recession and a recent $8 million legal loss may change some of the  
university's expansion projects, but the new student residence on Portage avenue  
is still on schedule.

“we have to even 
more diligent and 
more prudent with 
our spending and 
our costs.” 
–Shawn Coates, u of W 
Communications

U of w registrar colin russell admits imperial Tobacco's participation at the campus 
career fair was a mistake.

CIN
DY TITuS
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Tough times for u of W
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hi Gang. This week, i’d like to do you all a 
huge favour; not because i’m especially 
fond of any of you, but because i like the 
thought of you all owing me a huge favour 
(and you can never have too many people 
to help you move).

Today i’m going to teach you all an 
important skill that will help make your 
lives more interesting and will make you 
friendlier and better adjusted people. 
The skill i’m talking about is relating to 
strangers.

in order to effectively relate to strangers, 
it is important to choose a topic of 
conversation that you can be sure you 
and the stranger have in common. Some 
choose the weather as just such a topic, 
while others tend to rely on sports. These 
topics, while popular, have proven to be 
somewhat problematic. not everyone is 
interested in sports, and those who talk 
about the weather too much tend to be my 
grandfather. So to avoid alienating non-
sports fans or being my grandfather we 
must choose a new topic of conversation 
that is both universal and non-grandfather-
forming. well i’ve come up with just such a 
topic: poop.

everyone poops. This is a fact. There 
is even a popular children’s book called 
everyone Poops, so it must be true. Since 
everyone poops, then it follows that no 
matter who you are talking to, you are sure 
to have this in common. There is no fear 
of alienating someone by talking about 
pooping only to find out that they are not 
a pooper. There is also no fear of becoming 
my grandfather, because he generally is 
far too busy talking about the weather to 
engage in conversation about pooping. 
(although, admittedly, he once told me 
about a drought, that i’m half convinced 
was a metaphor for constipation.)

anyway, in order to fully prepare you all 
to speak to strangers about your poop, i 
have compiled a list of some of my favourite 
different kinds of poop that should prove to 
be very fun to talk about:

1. The Soft Serve
The Soft Serve is the type of poop that 

comes out smooth and coils in the bowl 
(and which reminds me of the end of the 
all-you-can-eat buffet my dad took me to 
as a kid.)

2. The Phantom
The Phantom is the kind of poop that 

disappears down the toilet before you get 
a look at it. These can be scary.

3. The avant-Garde
The avant-Garde is the kind of poop that 

has distinct visual characteristics due to 
previous ingestion of specific substances 
like corn, blueberries or condoms full of 
drugs. These tend to be very pretty.

4. The catch Twenty-Poo
The catch Twenty-Poo is the type of poop 

that comes out like a slick little torpedo, 
and leaves the anus clean, with no need of 
wiping. its name comes from the fact that, 
although it creates no need of wiping, one 
never knows that there is no need of wiping 
until one actually wipes one’s anus.

5. The combination
There are also combination poops, 

which belong to two or more of the above 
categories. (i once had a Phantom catch 
Twenty-Poo that had me doubting my 
sanity for weeks.)

with these new conversational tools, you 
should all have enough inane stranger-
conversation to last a lifetime.

J. Williamez is a local musi-
cian. Catch him every Monday at 
Shannon’s Irish Pub for more of 
his wisdom.

with J.williamez

Good
&Evil

Just for you: 
a universal 
conversation topic

comments

buying protectionism
U.S. must be careful 
with finance policies

STeve CUrrIe
volUNTeer

If the United States lapses into pro-
tectionist activity, “It can only trig-
ger retaliatory action, and we don’t 
want to go there.”

So spoke Stockwell Day, Minister 
of International Trade, when he 
referred to the Buy American 
Campaign, currently part of the 
Obama administration’s $825 bil-
lion stimulus package, working 
its way through Congress. As it 
stands, this bill would only allow 
U.S.-forged iron and steel to be 
used in the infrastructure projects 
that Obama has made the back-
bone of his resurgence strategy. 
When the plan was released, it was 
met with international resistance 
and lobbying, chiefly from Canada 
and Europe, America’s largest trade 

partners.
Day is very correct. We don’t, as 

a nation, want to go into the realm 
of retaliatory action. It was retal-
iatory protectionism, the finance 
equivalent of an arms race, which 
turned the recession of 1929 into 

the Great Depression.
The other retaliation – suing the 

U.S. under Chapter 11 of NAFTA 
– is not a lot more optimistic. At 
best it would be a lengthy process, 
raise tensions between the govern-
ments, and increase anti-Canadian 
sentiment in the States; at worst, 

we stand a chance of having our 
own dear-to-our-hearts protection-
ist practices reviewed (I haven’t seen 
much Canadian water being sold to 
the United States, and would like 
to keep it that way).

On the other side of the Harper 
cabinet, Finance Minister Joe 
Flaherty said that Canada would 
not engage in retaliatory tactics re-
gardless of the progress of the bill. 
“There is a clear consensus here that 
protectionism needs to be avoided, 
that protectionist is a direction we 
need not go,” quotes The Globe and 
Mail.

Really though, they are both 
wrong. I’ll apologize to interna-
tional development studies, conflict 
resolution studies, politics and eco-
nomics students who probably get 
more than enough of this already, 
but can anyone say ‘Prisoner’s 
Dilemma?’ Once one actor de-
fects there is no way for the oth-
ers to reach an optimum outcome, 
whether or not they play by the 
rules. Neither Day’s hardball stance 
nor Flaherty’s stoicism will result 
in a win for Canada’s producers or 

consumers. The only way for us to 
get out of this mess is to convince 
the U.S. to cooperate.

Day currently seems optimistic 
that Obama will make an exception 
for Canadian imports in the bill, as 
there was seven years ago in the last 
U.S. restriction on foreign steel.

Obama’s studied look of brow-
furrowed concern aside, his job is 
safe for the next four years. The 
protectionist pork barrels are being 
added on Congressmen and, soon, 
Senators, some of whom face re-
election in the looming Nov. 2010.

While Day’s negotiations may 
well go through, hopefully in time 
for a cheery presidential visit on 
Feb. 19, this issue has made it clear 
that Canada needs to be address-
ing our trade independence and 
the strength of multi-lateral part-
nerships, as well as our ability to 
canvass lawmakers in Congress for 
Canadian needs, not just the shiny 
new president.

Steve Currie is a biochemistry and 
international development stud-
ies student at the University of 
Winnipeg.

It was retaliatory 
protectionism, the 
finance equivalent 
of an arms race, 
which turned the 
recession of 1929 
into the Great 
Depression

I’ll still eat a sea kitten
PeTa campaigns 
fail to make a 
legitimate argument

WIll dUmoNT
volUNTeer STaff

Where I grew up, ice fishing isn’t 
just a popular activity: it is the pri-
mary means of economic stability 
during the winter months when 
the tourist industry dries up.

Growing up in a small ice fishing 
town, you gain the appreciation for 
dishes that serve up fried pickerel, 
perch and jackfish. Either that or 
you starve, I suppose.

The point is I am getting sick 
and tired of PETA (People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals) and 
their ridiculous attempts at shock-
ing, scaring or guilting people into 
no longer eating any food that is 
derived from animals, or using ani-
mals as a resource at all.

I don’t have a problem with veg-
etarians or vegans by any means. I 
think if you choose to live your life 
that way, whether for moral prin-
ciples or health reasons, good on 

you for doing whatever you feel is 
right. What I’m sick of is organi-
zations like PETA going to prepos-
terous lengths in order to further 
their own political agenda and 
force their beliefs on everybody. 
Whatever valid points they make 
about factory farming and unethi-
cal slaughtering practices is lost in 
their crazy, screaming voices.

Rather than being known for 
any legitimate work, PETA usually 
seems to be more associated with 
its ridiculous petitions. Take for 
example its current attempt to re-
name all species of fish “sea-kittens” 
so that children who grow up call-
ing them as such will never want to 
eat one. Personally, I think it adds 
a little something to the dish, but 
that’s just me.

PETA is guilty mostly of trying 
to brainwash children. They go so 
far as to publish and distribute chil-
dren’s stories that depict any mother 
who prepares chicken for dinner a 
homicidal maniac, and fathers who 
eat meat as sick and twisted indi-
viduals. I think that once an orga-
nization starts trying to turn kids 
against their parents in such a dis-
turbing manner, it ceases to get my 
respect even if it had virtuous goals 
to begin with.

Not that PETA was ever virtu-
ous. Newsweek reports that since 
1998 PETA has managed to kill off 
85 per cent of the stray dogs and 
cats it was supposed to help under 
the guise that euthanasia was the 
only option for these “broken be-
ings.” This is despite the fact that 
the Humane Society of the United 
States is only forced to euthanize 
50 per cent of their animal wards, 
whilst adopting a much greater 
volume of animals than PETA-run 
shelters.

Not to mention PETA’s extreme 
attitudes towards “animal rights.” 
When I think animal rights, I think 
humane treatment, painless slaugh-

ter for livestock animals, and a life 
free of hormone injection and other 
alterations. When PETA talks ani-
mal rights, they mean “total animal 
liberation,” which means the abol-
ishment of pet ownership and any 
form of raising livestock right down 
to bees that produce honey. PETA 
even petitions against all forms of 
medical research and testing on an-
imals, despite the fact that medical 
research would likely grind to a halt 
without animals to test on. Insulin, 
for example, was created through 
testing on dogs.

If you love animals, and I know 
I do, you probably know there are 
a lot of organizations out there 
that do good things for them. The 
Humane Society, Anti-Cruelty 
Society and the International Fund 
for Animal Welfare are only a few of 
the organizations that support hu-
mane treatment of animals without 
resorting to brainwashing children 
and funding domestic terrorism 
against medical testing facilities.

Now then, I’m going to go fry up 
a nice juicy sea-kitten for dinner.

Will Dumont is a University of 
Winnipeg student and blogs at du-
montnation.blogspot.com.

whatever valid 
points peta 
makes about 
factory farming 
and unethical 
slaughtering 
practices is lost 
in their crazy, 
screaming voices

Re: Failing UWSA needs its own 
Obama

As an elected director of the 
University of Winnipeg Students' 
Association, I would like to re-
spond to Breanna Walls' article that 
flat out bashed everyone involved 
and everything done by the UWSA 
(Feb. 5 edition of The Uniter). The 
author's opinions of the UWSA in 
the article are extremely negative 
and misleading. And the fact of the 
matter is, they are just that, opin-
ions. I wanted to take the opportu-
nity to set the facts straight.

I do acknowledge that the 

UWSA office is segregated by being 
in a lower level, but where do you 
want it!? The UWSA has been try-
ing to figure out areas to re-locate 
to but that is a very complex topic.

As a director, I have sat at tables, 
attended (the many) events, talked 
to students, and I know that the ex-
ecutives have as well because I have 
seen them. There have also been 
dozens of classroom presentations, 
and various campaigns besides 
the tuition freeze, such as stop-
ping water privatization and rais-
ing awareness for a U-pass, which 
will hopefully be implemented one 

day.
I do not understand what the 

author is tired of or complaining 
about considering I have not seen 
her attend any of our board of di-
rectors meetings or sub-commit-
tee meetings. If Breanna wants to 
hold the UWSA accountable, that 
is great as UWSA should be. It is 
intended to be transparent and we 
need more students who are pas-
sionate like Walls to be involved. 
And if she thinks she can provide 
a new perspective for the UWSA, 
then it is more than welcome. I 
encourage students to check out 

the websites, call or e-mail the ex-
ecutives or directors, and come 
down and visit the UWSA offices. 
Personally, I would love to hear 
more from students, and it would 
help me immensely to do a better 
job. I truly wish Walls and other 
students like her would ask ques-
tions, give suggestions, feedback, 
etc. and put their energy towards 
improving and working with the 
UWSA instead of attacking it.

Stephanie Chartrand
Environmental ethics director
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No longer a “Free” Press
Loss of 
independence  
only hurts us

aNdreW Tod
volUNTeer STaff

Farewell independent Winnipeg 
Free Press, I knew thee well.

There was a time not so long ago 
that the Winnipeg Free Press was a 
bright light in the increasingly dark 
world of Canadian daily news-
papers. Due to its distinction as a 
major daily that had somehow es-
caped the maelstrom of media con-
glomeration that struck so many 
other newspapers across the coun-
try, the Free Press was considered 
one of the last truly independent 
major newspapers in Canada. The 
Free Press held a special place in the 
hearts of many Manitobans as a 

newspaper free of the meddlesome 
hands of large conglomerates like 
CanWest Global Communications, 
and a bastion of integrity as a local 
forum for opinion.

Those days, however, are over.
Increasingly, the opinion pages 

of the Free Press are wrought with 
articles that are not unique to the 
paper at all, but instead are those 
of a separate newspaper altogether 
– the national daily and CanWest 
owned, National Post.

The practice of newspapers run-
ning comment articles by journal-
ists from other papers is not in and 
of itself troubling. It is often ben-
eficial for local papers to provide 
the public with alternative views 
and issues normally found within 
their pages. In fact, the Free Press 
did very well in the past few years 
to balance the focus of its op-ed 
section between local, national and 
international issues – occasionally 
utilizing the work of other papers’ 
journalists to do so.

However, there is a vast differ-
ence between running articles by 
journalists unaffiliated with the 
Free Press when appropriate to do 
so, and its present practice which 
relies heavily on the Post’s journal-
ists providing opinion content. 
National Post writers are becoming 
firmly entrenched in the political 
and social opinions that the Free 
Press delivers to the public.

One needs only to have flipped 
through the pages of the Free Press 
from Jan. 26 to 30 – the days sur-
rounding the unveiling of the fed-
eral Conservative government’s 
budget – to witness just how drastic 
this reliance on the Post’s journal-
istic opinions has become. Of the 
five comment sections published 
during that five day period, three 
days featured at least one opinion 
article regarding the budget taken 
from the Post.

That means the opinions pages 
of the Free Press were not concerned 
with the ways the federal budget 

could affect Manitobans, but pro-
moted the views of journalists from 
another newspaper, with no rele-
vance in the Manitoban context.

This increased synergy between 
the opinions of the National Post 
and the Winnipeg Free Press shows 
the troubling and increasing inte-
gration between both newspapers 
in general.

This relatively cozy relationship 

became apparent in October, when 
CanWest’s massive debt loads be-
came ominous, and the company 
eliminated the Post’s daily circula-
tion in the Winnipeg area due to its 
tendency to hemorrhage money. A 
subsequent deal was struck between 
the two papers which ensured that 
a portion of the Post’s business sec-
tion would appear in daily editions 
of the Free Press.

What once was a proudly in-
dependent daily newspaper seems 
to be in the process of being co-
opted into the waiting wings of 
the CanWest media empire. Even 
if no further integration arises, 
this increased reliance on opinions 
of National Post journalists poses 
major issues regarding the editorial 
integrity of the Free Press, as well 
as the very real possibility that yet 
another Canadian daily newspaper 
will fall prey to the CanWest media 
empire.

Andrew Tod is a University of 
Winnipeg student.
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protecting  
the Exchange

roBerT galSToN
volUNTeer STaff

The key to demolishing a building 
in the Exchange District today is 
patience.

For the Reiss family’s Bedford 
Investments company, it has taken 
more than 15 years of willful neglect 
to finally win approval to demol-
ish the Ryan Block for a parkade. 
Keeping the facade (or simply 
talking about it) is simply becom-
ing another method, and the City 
of Winnipeg is giving $1.5 million 
in municipal heritage grants to 
Bedford Developments to rebuild 
the facade of the 114-year-old ware-
house and incorporate it into the 
parking structure.

Facade-retention is increasingly 
seen as a supposed “win-win,” but 
is really just an excuse for continu-
ing to gradually thwart the vibrancy 
of the Exchange District by adding 
more to its over-saturated parking 
supply. Urban spaces are not simply 
a collection of nice facades propped 
up like movie sets, but living and 
dynamic organisms: at their best 
when they are dense and complex 
in their uses.

Located at the corner of King 
Street and Bannatyne Avenue, di-
agonal to Market Square, the Ryan 
Block is not standing in some wind-

swept fringe of the neighborhood 
where investment carries a greater 
risk, but right at the heart. It would 
not be difficult to imagine a modish 
eatery lighting up the arched win-
dows of the main floor with small 
firms or residents upstairs.

This kind of adaptability of space, 
that in the surrounding blocks has 
given new life to numerous cen-
tury-old buildings, does not seem 
to be the Ryan Block owner’s strong 

suit. Shortly after furs began to shed 
(pun definitely intended) some of 
their status as a verboten fashion 
item, and as the surrounding blocks 
solidified as retailing destinations, 
Reiss Furs and Fine Fashion, (an-
other of the family’s concerns down 
the street at McDermot), closed, 
citing changing consumer hab-
its. Having never changed the teal 
green fur-lined ensemble worn by 
a mannequin in the window at any 

time over its last few years in busi-
ness, it is hard to believe their de-
mise was caused purely by market 
externalities.

Built in 1895, the Ryan Block 
is one of the older warehouses in 
the Exchange District and the first 
to be built in the Richardsonian 
Romanesque style. But to defend 
buildings on their historical and 
architectural significance only gets 
one so far: there are older buildings 

in the Exchange (like the Telegram 
Building built in 1882), and build-
ings that are more impressive 
evocations of the Richardsonian-
Romanesque style (such as the 
monumental Gault and Ashdown 
warehouses) that could be argued 
are more important than the Ryan 
Block.

More than just the form, what 
must be understood and defended 
is the function that the buildings of 
the Exchange District serve. This is 
more important than age and orna-
mentation in creating a place that 
draws commerce and people. It is 
no accident that the busiest, most 
economically successful parts of the 
Exchange District are its most built 
up areas. The appeal is not just the 
character, but the density of rela-
tively compact streetscapes that are 
largely devoid of massive surface 
parking lots and disastrously hostile 
Modernist designs.

A facade would still form a 
streetscape at King and Bannatyne, 
even if it is a dead one that failed to 
add anything to the neighborhood’s 
usefulness, but it is doubtful that 
Bedford Investment is willing or 
able to do even that. Holding them 
to a promise to build the facade in 
its true form, and learning from the 
mistake of allowing the demolition 
by neglect formula to go on in the 
city’s most vital neighborhood, is 
something that the city must now 
do.

Robert Galston blogs at riseand-
sprawl.blogspot.com.
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The facade of mediocrity
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the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg in-
spired by the Helsinki fashion blog www.hel-looks.com. each week will feature a new look from 
our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual expression and celebrate that 
you are really, really good looking. 

Kathryn
“I see things on 
other people and 
try to make them 
work for myself.”
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Way ahead of his time
30 century Man 
offers an exclusive 
look into the life of 
influential  
and enigmatic  
rock musician 
scott Walker

SCOTT WaLKer: 30 
CeNTury MaN
Directed by Stephen Kijak
95 minutes
plays at The Cyrk (254 young St.) 
feb. 12 at 8 p.m.

CINdy doyle
volUNTeer

Fans of Scott Walker, a rock musi-
cian notoriously shrouded in mys-
teries and dark sunglasses, get a rare 
opportunity for insight into his ca-
reer and music through Stephen 
Kijak's 2006 documentary Scott 
Walker: 30 Century Man.

Chronologically delving into the 
history and legend of this prolific, 
influential and reclusive musician, 
the documentary is held together 
with the commentaries and reflec-
tions of Walker himself, as well as 
various people and musicians who 

either knew or worked with him, 
as well as those he inspired in-
cluding Brian Eno, Jarvis Cocker, 
Radiohead and David Bowie, 
who served as the film's executive 
producer.

Born Scott Engel, Walker first 
became famous as a member of 
the '60s pop group The Walker 
Brothers, which featured three 
young men who were neither 
brothers nor named Walker. Here 
he began writing music, eventually 
going solo, only to evolve into the 
musician with the cult following 
that he is today.

The film features a balance of 
popular artists, listening to what 
is assumed to be their favourite 
Scott Walker songs and reflecting 
on what his music means to them. 
The film also includes a recap of his 
journey in the music industry and a 
glimpse into the recording sessions 
that became Walker's 2006 release, 
The Drift.

It most notably provides an epic 
exploration of Walker's melancholy 
music from the '60s all the way up 
to his recording studio where we 
witness his creative use of string 
orchestras mimicking World War 
II fighter airplanes, a percussion-
ist playing a slab of raw meat by 
whacking his fists against it and 
various other unusual instruments 
used to create the sounds which 
provide a background for his deep 
vibrato voice.

The film's unwavering attention 
to Walker's music over his personal 
life is likely intentional, as it's ob-

vious that his fans are just as pas-
sionate about his work as he is. 
From the intricate attention paid 
to the smallest details, it's clear why 
Walker can take up to 10 years to 
record his albums. Nothing gets 
past him in the recording studio, 
and it appears that his fans notice 
and appreciate the little things he 
does to make his music uniquely 
and exquisitely Scott Walker.

Although the visual effects shown 
intermediately to provide ambience 
to Walker's music become tiresome 
at times, on a whole, this is a doc-
umentary that needed to be made 
and equally needs to be seen by 
music fans everywhere.

Tickets for the Winnipeg premiere 
of Scott Walker: 30 Century Man 
are $7 and include a glass of wine. 
Doors open at 7:30 p.m.

MOVie reView

arts & culture

Scott walker: Texas ranger, or 
misunderstood pop genius? if you 
guessed misunderstood pop genius, 
you're correct!

gRAN
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aNdreW mCmoNagle
BeaT reporTer

While chain restaurants can be 
nice because you know what you’re 
going to get every time you step 
into one, there’s no beating the 
unique atmosphere of a Winnipeg 
diner. While some new restaurants 
tend to flicker in and out of exis-
tence, there are diners in the ‘Peg 
that have been around for 50 years.

“Diners are here to stay,” said 
Bill Parafidis, owner of The Nook 
Diner on Sherbrook Street. “In 
Winnipeg, we’re blessed with all 
our greasy spoons.”

Diners rose to popularity in the 
1950s as places for youth to go and 
have a milkshake – or a ‘malted,’ as 
they were known. These days, din-
ers are still youth-friendly, though 
some serve alcohol.

Diners are just restaurants with a 
more personable feeling, said Karen 
Ashley, who has owned and oper-
ated Wanabees Diner on Broadway 
since 1993. At Wanabees, it’s not 
uncommon to see a table of police 

officers eating there during the day, 
a testament to the attractiveness of 
a diner.

A constable eating with three 
fellow officers, who requested his 
name not be used, said he prefers 
diners because they “aren’t com-
mercial.” He likes Wanabees be-
cause they serve “kub” or kubasa, a 
garlic sausage.

Ashley has an equation for why 
diners are so popular.

“Diner equals comfort,” she said. 
“Ninety-five per cent of my regulars 
order the same thing every time.”

It’s not only the comfort of being 
able to order the same thing, but 
the food itself is comforting.

“January was my busiest month,” 
she said, referring to the blistering 
cold month Winnipeg experienced. 
“Everyone ordered comfort food.”

Louis Mathez has worked at the 
Wagon Wheel on Hargrave Street 
for 50 years. He’s seen a lot of busi-
ness come through in that time.

“People like the personal feel,” he 
said. “A diner is smaller and usually 
the owner does the work. A restau-
rant’s owner might manage it but 
not produce food.”

Mathez took over the diner from 
his dad and has been cooking over 
the same grill for the entire 50 years. 
He defines a diner in terms of what 
it produces.

“You have to have good food,” 
he said. “(And) you have to try to 
be as quick as you can.”

The Wagon Wheel promotes 
itself as being the “Home of the 
Clubhouse.” Mathez prides himself 
on their clubhouse, but acknowl-
edges that the good food has to 
come at a good price to appeal to 
everyone.

“You take all walks of life,” he 
said. “A doctor or a guy who bums 
money on the street. They’re re-
spected like anyone else.”

The Winnipeg Sun’s restaurant 
reviewer goes under the moniker 
“Discreet Diner” (DD) and has a 
lot of experience eating in diners. 
The DD is the pen name for a ro-
tating cast of reviewers.

The current DD identifies diners 
as “places where the no-frills menu 
remains largely unchanged over the 
years, and where atmosphere counts 
for a lot more than actual décor.”

Angela Forget opened The Black 

Sheep Diner early in 2008 and tries 
to make the décor as appealing 
as the food. The Black Sheep fea-
tures art from local artists on the 
walls that gets renewed every three 
months.

“The culture will keep them 
there,” she said, referring to the 
staying power of diners. Traditional 
diners tend to live up to the greasy 
spoon stereotype, but Forget be-
lieves in an organic, good food 
experience.

“Diner-style food has sort of a 
bad rap now,” she said. Forget cre-
ated a menu based on locally-grown 
organic food that’s proven to be a 
success.

Forget says the fact that the 
owner is usually in the back is an 
appealing point for customers.

“I’m uncomfortable with busi-
nesses where the owner’s never 
around.”

While Forget is expanding what 
being a diner means, the more tradi-
tional style is undeniably popular.

“Diners attract everyone,” said 
The Nook’s Parafidis. “You see cops 
and robbers eat here all the time.”
IlluSTRATIoN bY JAMES CullEToN

where TO eaT TODay?
Whether it’s called a diner, grill, café, restaurant or something else, 
a diner has a feel to it that’s unmistakable. Here are the top five 
diners in Winnipeg, as reviewed by the Breakfast Connoisseurs:

5. alexis Grill
258 Kennedy St.
The alexis Grill offers a quiet respite for breakfast or 
lunch. The owners are friendly, chatty and whip up a 
mean gyro. Though there is no table-service, alexis of-
fers a home-style menu that’s hard to beat.

4. the Wagon Wheel 
305 Hargrave St.
a winnipeg institution. while they are known for their 
clubhouse, the wagon wheel also serves up a solid 
breakfast. They’ve been serving winnipeg faithfully for 
50 years and don’t have plans to slow down anytime 
soon.

3. Wanabees diner 
639 Broadway Ave.
wanabees’ black-and-white checkered floors and at-
the-bar service make it a must-see. This place screams 
“diner” like not many others do. The bar is original from 
when it used to be a Salisbury house, though it’s been 
lowered. They give generous helpings of garlic sausage 
and love to chat while cooking.

2. Eye opener diner 
3132 Main St.
Though it’s close to the edge of town, the eye Opener 
brings people from all over the city. The lineups attest to 
the quality of the food. Their breakfasts come with fruit 
on the side and they pay attention to the presentation.

1. the Black sheep diner 
540 Ellice Ave.
with a focus on organic and locally-grown food, Black 
Sheep earns its name by standing out in the crowd. Their 
breakfast, while traditional, has un-traditional options 
like steamed greens, roasted tomatoes and fruit salad. 
Their nut-burger and rotating display of kitsch make 
Black Sheep a refreshing place to eat.
Visit www.breakfastwinnipeg.com.

spRinGstEEn hatEs 
on tickEtMastER

Bruce Springsteen is sounding less 
like the Boss and more like Pearl Jam 
frontman eddie Vedder these days. it's 
not that Springsteen's gone grunge. 
rather, the Boss has spoken out 
against concert ticket monopolizer 
Ticketmaster. Last week, scores of 
new Jersey fans were unable to buy 
tickets to Bruce Springsteen and the 
e Street Band from Ticketmaster.com, 
and were redirected to a website 
called Ticketsnow.com (also owned 
by Ticketmaster) where ticket prices 
doubled or even tripled the original 
face value.

Before long, politicians were yelling 
back and forth about it in the U.S. 
house of representatives, demanding 
that the Federal Trade commission 
and U.S. Department of Justice 
investigate, TheStar.com reported. 
There's also talk of a merger between 
Ticketmaster and its major competitor, 
the promotion giant Live nation.

On his website, Springsteen 
criticized the further monopolization 
of the concert industry, noting that 
a single system "would make the 
current ticket situation even worse 
for the fan than it is now." Tickets 
going on sale for the Boss' stop in 
Toronto are already drawing attention 
for popping up on Ticketsnow.com 
before officially going on sale. it's 
a concern because tickets for high 
profile shows like this one sellout 
within minutes and pre-sales are 
another opportunity to inflate prices 
and exploit loyal fans. Springsteen is 
reportedly "furious" at how his fans 
are being treated by Ticketmaster.

if there was ever a time for the Boss 
to be the Boss and damn the man, this 
is it.

ninE-yEaR-old cREatEs 
pRoGRaM FoR iphonE

what did you accomplish in your 
ninth year? i mastered the art of 
two digit subtraction. apparently, 
it didn't mean a whole lot. a fourth 
grader named Lim Ding wen wrote a 
program called Doodle Kids for the 
apple iPhone that allows users to 
"fingerpaint" on the phone's touch-
screen, cBc.ca reported last week.

if the fact that he's a genius 
doesn't impress you, then maybe 
the motivation for his project will. 
according to his father, Lim Thye 
chean, the boy wrote the program 
for his younger sisters, who are three 
and five. what a generous little boy. 
he's "probably one of the [world's] 
youngest iPhone developers," chean 
said, adding that his son has been 
programming since he was seven.

whoa, don't sound so excited, pops. 
not so surprising: "The elder Lim, who 
is the chief technology officer of a 
technology company in Singapore, 
said he teaches children to program 
in his spare time."

Etta jaMEs has BEEF With 
BEyoncE... and oBaMa

even though it's not really her song, 
etta James has reportedly criticized 
Beyonce for performing "at Last" for 
Barack Obama and his wife at their 
first dance during the neighborhood 
Ball, inMusic.ca reported.

During a recent concert, James 
hinted at her discontent: "you guys 
know your president, right? you know 
the one with the big ears? ...he ain't 
my president ...that woman he had 
singing for him, singing my song - 
she's going to get her ass whipped."

what make this even more 
confusing is the fact that Beyonce 
recently won acclaim for portraying 
James in the film cadillac records 
and has even performed the song in 
front of James herself.

Sounds like someone's a little 
jealous.

"i can't stand Beyonce," James 
continued. "She has no business 
up there on a big ol' president day, 
gonna be singing my song that i've 
been singing forever."

arts Briefs
compiled by Jonathan Dyck

Diners in the ‘Peg
Some restaurants 
come and go, 
but with their 
reliable menus 
and comfortable 
atmosphere, 
diners are  
here to stay

“Diners attract everyone. 
You see cops and robbers 
eat here all the time.” 
–bill Parafidis, The Nook

Louis Mathez from the wagon wheel. he's made a million breakfasts, and he rocked 'em all.
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A product of his landscape
Local author  
david Elias talks about 
the craft of writing

JeNNIfer paWlUK
volUNTeer STaff

For local author, David Elias, writing isn’t just 
a career; it’s a way of life. It’s what he knows, 
it’s what he does and it’s what he shares with 
others. And he loves every minute of it.

“I don’t waste a word or sentence,” he said 
over drinks at a local café recently.

Not only does he have a prominent local 
literary voice, Elias is also extremely active 
in varied areas of the community. A former 
mentor for the Manitoba Writers’ Guild’s 
mentorship program and a teacher with the 
school of writing at Canadian Mennonite 
University, Elias writes full-time but still 
finds enough hours in the day to take on nu-
merous side-projects.

It’s safe to assume that the Winnipeg writ-
ing community wouldn’t be the same without 
him. As an avid member of the local literary 

scene who enjoys attending readings, Elias 
firmly believes that writers in a community 
should be familiar with each other’s work.

Elias also believes that one of the many 
values of reading local fiction is the affirma-
tion that may come from it.

“We are a product of our landscape,” he 
said, adding that he’s proud of the literary 
culture in Winnipeg.

There’s no doubt that Manitoba has seen 
burgeoning success from its Mennonite-
author population, specifically, as of late, 
including Elias, as well as major literary 
award-winners David Bergen and Miriam 
Toews. Some in the literary world, including 
Elias, consider Winnipeg to be the Mennonite 
writing capital of North America.

“It’s who you are,” Elias said in regards 
to the cultural identification of Mennonite 
writers. He insists, though, that he is person-
ally ambivalent about his cultural status as a 
writer. “[I] just write.”

In his own writing, Elias celebrates the 
“physical act of committing words to paper,” 
and considers the process to be “a craft to 
practice, improve on [and] hone.”

“A deeper commitment to illuminating or 
exploring the human condition,” said Elias, 
is fundamental to serious authorship.

In his second novel, Waiting for Elvis, 
Elias honours that commitment. Released by 
Coteau Books late last year, Waiting for Elvis 
has a unique focus. The book is actually his 
first that hasn’t been discussed in terms of its 
Mennonite influence, he observed.

What makes Waiting for Elvis work as a 
standout novel is Elias’ commitment to ex-
ploring the duality of everyday life, its suc-
cesses and its sufferings. Such honesty is both 
enlightening and disturbing. Elias avoids 
sentiment for its own sake, and encourages 
readers to think critically about the human 
condition, blurring the lines between lost 

and fallen souls.
“[It’s about] getting in the shadows and 

being where the light is shining … illumi-
nating human nature,” he said of Waiting for 
Elvis, noting the prominence of light meta-
phors in the book, which support an over-
arching message of hope. His favourite lines 
from the novel are the very last three, “They 
shimmer. They glow. They shine.”

For David Elias, writing is life. He is truly 
a role model for local aspiring writers. Amid 
our literary community, he undoubtedly 
shines.

95.9 FM cKUw campus/community  
radio Top 10 cD – albums
February 4 - 10, 2009
! = Local content    * = canadian content 

tW  artist Recording label
1    !Various artists       northern Faction 4                       Balanced

2    *Mother Mother          Oh My    Last Gang

3    !novillero     a Little Tradition       Mint

4    !Venetian Snares          Detrimentalist        Planet Mu

5    *Jeff healey           Mess of Blues     Stony Plain

6    *Subhumans     Death was Too Kind       alternative Tentacles

7    TV On The radio        Dear Science      Touch & Go

8    !Magnificent Sevens    Dirty roads              independent

9    Los campesinos            we are Beautiful        arts & crafts

10   !waking eyes  holding on to whatever…   wea

Coming up Feb. 26 in arts & Culture section  
of The uniter's "Sex and relationships" issue: 
Pop culture romances that have influenced the way we view relationships, swinging 
in winnipeg, and a look at the question, 'where have all the virgins gone?'

a cutline can't express how dedicated local author David elias is to writing. Seriously, just read the article.

CH
RIS FRIESEN

"I don’t  
waste a word  
or sentence.”
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10 THINGS TO aSK 
yOurSeLF IN WarSaW  
aND OTHer STOrIeS
by barbara Romanik
enfield & Wizenty, 2008
190 pages
$29.95

BroCK peTerS
volUNTeer

Picture this: you’re sitting in front of 
a cozy fire. The howling winter wind 
is miles away, sharing some dark cor-
ner with impending homework and 
early-morning labs. You want a nice 
book to curl up with, nothing too ce-
rebral, nothing too extraordinary. Can 
you see it?

Good. If this is you, then your first 
step should be putting down Barbara 
Romanik’s 10 Things to Ask Yourself in 
Warsaw. Put it down, right now, be-
cause Romanik’s debut collection of 
short stories is anything but relaxing. 
She bends sentence structure like a 
blizzard bends trees, tearing from story 
to story at breakneck speed.

These 13 stories, many of them pre-
viously published in an impressive re-
sume of literary journals, are modern 
and edgy as hell. Romanik’s sparse, 
profanity-riddled writing sometime 
reads like a spaced-out teenager’s jour-
nal; you’ll be lucky to figure out exactly 
what’s going on in these stories.

But perhaps that’s not the point. 
Whether featuring a robotic, Jehovah-
praising teddy bear, an old Polish 
grandmother or a depressed soccer fa-
natic, Romanik’s stories are teeming 
with life. The zany characters demand 
empathy as easily as they demand at-
tention, and they drive these stories 
forward.

Romanik expertly weaves several 
unique themes throughout the col-
lection. Almost every story features 
at least one main character of Polish 
descent or relation (Romanik herself 
is a Polish Canadian). The title story 
speaks of the simultaneous journeys of 
a Polish immigrant returned home, a 
young Polish lover and an Italian cler-
gyman, all living very different lives in 
the context of Warsaw.

Soccer is another recurring theme, 
along with graffiti and painting. And, 
interestingly enough, Romanik often 
chooses to portray male characters in 
the first person, a task (writing from 
the other gender’s point of view) often 
cited by experienced authors as very 
difficult to do well.

Romanik, however, does it ably. 
Whether you’re getting bored with the 
English language or you’re looking for a 
story that will kick you in the shins and 
go through your pockets for change, 10 
Things to Ask Yourself in Warsaw will be 
a worthwhile read.

And I’d keep an eye on Barbara 
Romanik. She’s currently working on 
a novel, and you’d better believe her 
writing will make the literary world 
take notice.

BOOK reView TheaTre reView

hilarious and 
heart-wrenching 
MTc production 
showcases actress' 
talent and highlights 
the value in other 
points of view

THe bLONDe, THe 
bruNeTTe aND THe 
VeNGeFuL reDHeaD
Directed by Alisa Palmer
plays at the mTC mainstage until feb. 28

CoUrTNey SCHWegel
volUNTeer STaff

Manitoba Theatre Company's 
production of the ––one-woman 
play, The Blonde, the Brunette and 

the Vengeful Red Head, received 
a standing ovation on opening 
night, Feb. 5. And it’s no wonder 
not many actors can so convinc-
ingly play seven diverse characters 
in one fell swoop.

The play portrays the impact 
that a fatal mishap in front of 
a discount jewelry store has on 
seven different people. The char-
acters include Rhonda, the red 
headed protagonist who’s been 
left by her arrogant and sleazy 
husband Graham; Dr. Alex 
Doucette, a British medical doc-
tor and girlfriend of the victim of 
a brutal attack; Lynette, Rhonda’s 
nosey brunette neighbor and sup-
posed confidant; Matthew, the 
sweet four-and-a half year old 
son of Alex and her partner; Mrs. 
Carlisle, the elderly, opinionated 
neighbor of Matthew; and finally 
Tonia, Graham’s blonde, Russian 
love interest.

Through their monologues, 
each character reveals how the 
event has personally impacted 
them. The fragments they reveal 
become woven together to form a 

web of shocking secrets, lies and 
truths.

One of the most intriguing as-
pects of the production is the cos-
tume changes. They take place on 
stage behind a translucent screen 
that gives the audience a view 
of the actress’s silhouette as she 
changes. This method is extremely 
effective in heightening the atten-
tion of the audience and causing 

incredible curiosity around the 
character about to emerge.

Kelli Fox, the actress, meticu-
lously mastered the mannerisms 
of each character while also un-
dergoing remarkable physical 
changes in a matter of minutes. 
Each character was so vastly dif-
ferent from the previous that I 
may not have believed it was the 
same actress playing all the roles if 
I hadn’t viewed the process of her 
costume change.

Fox’s incredible ability to go 
from playing a four-and-a-half 
year old boy, to playing an elderly 
woman, speaks volumes of her 
talent.

All in all, this is a unique 
production that should not be 
missed. Not only is it both hilar-
ious and heart-wrenching, it also 
causes one to think outside of 
themselves. By being exposed to 
multiple perspectives of one single 
event, we are reminded not to be 
too quick to form judgments and 
make assumptions about others, 
and that there is value in other 
points of view.

Kelli Fox stars as Lynette (the brunette) 
in MTc's The Blonde, the Brunette and 
the Vengeful redhead.

A seven-sided story about a fatal mishap
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bILL DOWLING
in the wood
Independent

released early last year, winkler-based singer-
songwriter Bill Dowling's first recording, in the 
wood, is a collection of clever and honest folk 
songs ranging in subject matter from family and 
friends, to politics and the economy. Dowling's 
songs are rough around the edges and his voice 
is like the gravel roads his part of the country is crisscrossed with. Some songs 
are serious and some are humorous, like the sarcastic country song, Presiden-
tial Satisfaction Blues, where Dowling criticizes the Bush administration with the 
refrain "i liked the world better when the boss was getting some," (referring , of 
course, to clinton). infused with elements of rock, folk, pop and country, in the 
wood is a good first effort. it'll be interesting to see where Dowling goes from 
here.

—Brandon Bertram

THe TOM FuN OrCHeSTra
you will Land with a Thud
Company House Records

Listening to The Tom Fun Orchestra is like finding 
a cD with the positive energy of an OK GO record 
combined with the soulful and rhythmic sound that 
only musicians from the east coast of canada can 
provide. The nine musicians who make up the TFO 
have found a perfect synchronicity of contemporary 
and classical sounds. They ably combine the heavy rock of an electric guitar and 
drums with the swing of the trumpet, accordion and banjo, among other instru-
ments. The lead singer, robot Orbison, provides weird vocals that compliment 
the already eccentric tone of the album. you will Land with a Thud is definitely 
the most fun you'll have listening to an album. See them live at The King's head 
on Saturday, Feb. 21.

—Kate-Lyn Danyluk

DD/MM/yyyy
Black Square
We Are Busy Bodies

Obscure, impossible to pronounce band name? 
check. Diy silk-screened artwork? check. non-
sensical song titles like infinity Skull cube? check. 
i won’t lie, upon first glance, i wrote this band off 
as mere hipster dance-rock. Boy, was i wrong. This 
Toronto band is likely to be the last thing you’ll 
hear playing in american apparel. DD/MM/yyyy 
combine sophisticated musicality with an aesthetic that brings to mind Fort 
Thunder bands like Lightning Bolt and arab on radar. Jagged, impossibly catchy 
rhythms lay amidst zig-zagging synths and quirky guitar parts. and yet, instead 
of sounding overly pretentious and alienating, DD/MM/yyyy manage to imbue a 
dreamy-yet-subtle pop sensibility into their music that is inviting to those who 
are perhaps a little less adventurous in their listening.

—curran Faris

LuKe JaCKSON
...and Then Some
Popsicle Recordings/Urban Myth

now situated in Toronto, Swedish songsmith Luke 
Jackson sounds like he grew up listening to a lot 
of pop radio. This is both a curse and a blessing. 
Let's break it down: The curse – trite lyrics and 
string arrangements (think edwin's 1999 mega-
cheese hit alive) paired with predictable chord 
progressions in stock verse-chorus formats. 
The blessing – tastefully thick layers of vocal oohs and ahhs, neat interludes 
(see: the fuzz bass and hammond organ-driven breakdown in Longest Days), 
and bouncy feel-goodery (see: the unabashed nostalgic romp that is Goodbye 
London). The end result falls somewhere between The Beatles' most honest and 
poppy bits and adult contemporary hits. There's a fine line between earnest and 
cheesy, and Jackson walks it precariously.

—Bucky Driedger

WOODPIGeON
Treasury Library canada  
c/w houndstooth europa
Boompa

woodpidgeon originally came out with Treasury 
Library canada, their sophomore full-length, as a 
limited release available only online and at shows. 
now, the band's giving it an official release along 
with a bonus 10-song cD, houndstooth europa. This 
canadian collective from calgary incorporates all 
the indie-rock gimicks – glockenspiels, whistles, hand-claps, unreasonably long 
song titles, etc. – but they do it in ways that make their songs a joy to listen 
to. Think Sufjan Stevens and elliot Smith jamming with Broken Social Scene 
somewhere on the prairies and you're imagining the rich yet subtle sound-
scapes woodpidgeon has crafted on this narrative about place and the struggle 
to belong. it's poppy, folky, orchestral, and with two cDs for the price of one, it's 
hard to go wrong.

—Brandon Bertram

cD reViewS Won’t you be their neighbour?

ckuW radio drama 
creates community and 
gives performers complete 
creative control

KaTe-lyN daNylUK
volUNTeer

Have you ever wondered what it’d be like if The 
Office was set in a convenience store? Well, look 
no further than CKUW 95.9 FM.

The community radio station is host to At 
the Monarch’s Convenience, a radio drama that 
takes place in Winnipeg’s West End and airs 
every Monday at 5:30 p.m. The show follows 
the lives of several characters as they interact 
in the commonplace setting of a convenience 
store called Monarch’s.

The show was founded by University of 
Winnipeg theatre student Jason Hooper, who 
wanted a drama that local listeners would be 
able to relate to.

“We really wanted to throw open the sta-
tion’s doors to the community, let them know 
that the station is theirs as well as the students’,” 
Hooper wrote in an e-mail interview. “We were 
inviting them to take part in the show and 
hopefully begin to see the station as a commu-
nity resource that they could access.”

When the show began in April 2008, 
Hooper`s intention was to have everyone in-
volved come up with their own character. 
From there, they were all responsible for writ-
ing and performing this character on the show. 
It’s a formula that has created a unique learning 
environment for the cast.

Kathy Herbert, who plays Cassia, a preten-
tious hippie, is in her final year of U of W’s 
theatre program. When Hooper approached 
her about joining the cast and explained the 
concept of the show, she doubted that she had 
the ability to write drama. She found out she 
could.

“I’ve really grown. I wasn’t a writer before the 
show but I am now,” Herbert said. “The best 
way to learn how to write is to just do it. ”

The show is now looking for new cast mem-
bers. Susie Shepher, who has been involved in 
the show since its inception, stresses that you 
don’t need to be a theatre student to get in-

volved. Shepher herself is not a student at the 
U of W but a member of the West End com-
munity. She got involved in the show because 
she thought it would be fun and has nothing 
but good things to say about the experience. 
She emphasizes that they are looking for any-
body. Even if you don’t have any experience in 
radio or drama, you are welcome to come and 
join the cast for the rest of the season or just 
an episode.

“We’re all writers, characters, we do improv, 
some of us do the radio editing, mixing, nor-
malizing... You can work on your speaking skills 
or learn about radio,” Shepher said. “We’ve all 
improved since the show began.”

The show wraps up in April 2009 when 
many of its cast members are graduating. Their 
intention is to initiate a student-based radio 
drama group for the 2009/2010 school year. 
This new group will be creating a new show 
with all new characters.

The show relies heavily on sponsors, as well 
as the staff and facilities provided by CKUW. 
Thus, they were all adamant about CKUW’s 
annual Fundrive, which is on until Friday, Feb. 
13. Shepher was quick to praise the volunteers 
and staff at the station for their patience and 
help with broadcasting.

“There were times we couldn’t figure out 
how to turn the equipment on,” she said. “They 
were very helpful.”

Donate to CKUW’s Fundrive 2009 at www.
ckuw.ca or by calling 774-6877. To get involved 
with At the Monarch’s Convenience, send an 
e-mail to ckuwdrama@gmail.com or just show 
up at the CKUW station, located up the stairs 
in the fourth floor cafeteria, between 2 and 4 
p.m. on Fridays. Visit http://radiodrama.ckuw.
ca.

“we really wanted to 
throw open the station’s 
doors to the community, 
let them know that the 
station is theirs as well 
as the students’.” 
-Jason Hooper,  
at the Monarch’s Convenience founder

The performers of the cKUw radio drama at the Monarch's convenience are looking for people to join their cast, but 
don't even think of trying out if you're one-and-a-half years old. That spot's already filled, thank you very much.

M
ARK REIM
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Stream "in the wood" by  
Bill Dowling at www.uniter.ca.
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Five local artists to watch in 2009
uPCoMINg loCAl  
CD RElEASES
We’re barely a month-and-
a-half into 2009 and already 
there’s been CD releases by 
Chris Carmichael, The Minglers, 
The Perpetrators, Jarhead, 
Afflicted Faith, Midnight Dawns 
and Inward Eye. Here’s a list 
of other Manitoban musicians 
expected to put out new  
music this year:

> alana Levandoski
> Big Trouble in Little china
> Blue Sky addicts
> crisis Jane
> Davinport
> Don amero
> Donovan Giesbrecht & chris 
> neufeld
> Grand analog
> haunter
> hundredfold
> ian La rue & The condor
> Keith Price
> Kim reimer
> Les Jupes
> Lost Priority
> Matt epp
> Paper Moon
> Port amoral
> Propagandhi
> romi Mayes
> Soholy headcase
> Subcity Dwellers
> The nods
> The Paperbacks
> The Paps
> Quinzy

o siGhts & sounds
It seems Comeback Kid frontman 
Andrew Neufeld and his brother 
Joel (drummer for Sick City), are 
busy men these days. Formed by the 
brothers in 2005 alongside friends 
Adrian Mottram (guitar) and Matt 
Howes (bass), Sights & Sounds re-
leased their debut EP in 2007. So 
it begs the question: why start an-
other band when you’re already 
semi-famous? The answer appears 
in the resulting product: their raw, 
emotional sound has quickly cap-
tured the ears of audiences across 
Canada and the band performs like 
they’ve been writing songs for ages. 
Neufeld’s pleading vocals lace over 
top haunting guitar riffs. The result 
is a more tame and melodic version 
of Comeback Kid. The band’s full-
length album is expected to drop in 
the spring on Smallman Records 
and was produced by renowned 
metal musician and producer Devin 
Townshend (Lamb of God, Misery 
Signals). Even though Neufeld has 
broken ground with Comeback 
Kid, audiences may just be warm-
ing up to the sounds of this project 
as the year rolls on. See the sights 
and hear the sounds when they 
play The Royal Albert on Thursday, 
Feb. 26. Visit www.myspace.com/
sightsandsounds.

x dEl BaRBER
Delaney Barber is your new favourite singer-songwriter – you just don’t know it yet. Over the 
past four years, he has toured across much of the U.S. and plans to trek across Canada as well. 
Barber writes songs that are at once classic and contemporary, traditional and original. Imagine 
if James Taylor, Iron & Wine and The Cardinals made a record together and you’re starting to 
get an idea of what Barber’s music is all about. Delicate folk, roots and bedroom indie songs 
with subtle country nuances like pedal steel and electric guitar drift atop Barber’s acoustic guitar 
and golden voice. The 24-year-old is currently putting the finishing touches on his new record, 
Where The City Ends, due out in April. Do yourself a favour and check out Barber; you won’t be 
disappointed. Visit www.myspace.com/delbarber.

ß diana pops
With a taste for the melancholy, Diana Pops writes piano-based pop songs 
in the vein of Sarah McLachlan. What really stands out is her voice, a rich 
alto that’s mature beyond her 22 years. After being discovered by local pro-
ducer Dave Zeglinski (she babysat his kids), Pops wrote a song that was re-
corded by singer-songwriter Steve Bell when she was just 16. Her self-titled 
debut followed in March 2006, which quickly led to writing and recording 
opportunities in the U.S. with singer-songwriter Mat Kearney, producer 
John Fields (Jimmy Eat World, Switchfoot) and Grammy-award-winning 
producer Walter Afanasieff, known for his work with Whitney Houston 
and Mariah Carey. This past December saw her working with Afanasieff 
on “the ever elusive ‘single’” (according to a MySpace blog entry), for her 
sophomore effort, The Touch and Go. Currently, Pops is hard at work on the 
disc in Nashville with producer and Winnipeg expat Adrian Bradford. Visit 
www.myspace.com/dianapopsmusic.

£ doMEnica
Over the past five years, Domenica have won over fans in Winnipeg and 
abroad with their inventive, hook-filled modern rock. 2008 was a busy year 
for the four-piece. After recording in Los Angeles with P.O.D.’s Marcos 
Curiel, the band headed to Europe, playing the Popkomm festival in Berlin 
and the Musexpo conference in London. Their hard work seems to be pay-
ing off, the group is currently in the process of inking major distribution 
deals in Australia and Germany. Their debut record, dropping spring 2009, 
features some of the band’s most polished work to date; the first single, “I 
Love My Gun,” features some slippery guitar lines and showcases Bekki 
Friesen’s skills as a vocalist. Alternately raw and melodic, Friesen’s pipes are 
the perfect counterpart to Domenica’s infectious and heavy rock. See them 
live Thursday, Mar. 5 at The Zoo and visit www.domenica.ca.

} thE lytics
What is a lytic anyways? Aside from one of the two cycles of viral pro-
duction (high school biology, anyone?), Andrew Sannie, Anthony Sannie, 
Mungala Londe and Gavin Kalansky are The Lytics. The group has been 
playing its brand of smooth hip-hop from the south end of the city since 
2003. The Lytics’s beats are effortless in their flow and rhythmic in their ex-
ecution, a showcase of how hip-hop should sound. What’s refreshing is that 
they don’t sing about stereotypical hip-hop themes like money, bitches and 
hos. That’s not to say they don’t sing about girls or parties, but they craft 
rhymes about love without being abrasive, sexist and unnecessarily profane, 
which allows them to appeal to a broad audience. The Lytics are a rare gem 
in the city and some may be surprised that they’re even from Winnipeg. 
They produce high-calibre hip-hop that even a 20-year-old white subur-
banite from St. James who listens to Fall Out Boy can enjoy. Catch them 
live Monday, Feb. 16 at HiFi Club and visit www.thelytics.com.

If you’re anything like the 
music critics at The Uniter, 
you love the fact that it’s 
impossible to walk two feet 
downtown without seeing a 
gig poster. If your problem 
isn’t deciding whether or not 
to go to a show, but rather, 
deciding which show to go 
to, here are five local acts 
you should make a priority 
to check out.
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Are you dry and flaky?
a make-up artist 
offers tips on  
how you can  
fight dry skin

velaNgelINe ferrIgNo
volUNTeer

Does your skin feel tight after com-
ing in contact with water? Are your 
hands white from dryness? Well, 
you’re not the only one dealing with 
dry skin. Most Winnipeggers have 
had to deal with it at some point.

Face

If your face feels tight after washing, 
use a foaming or moisturizing face 
wash. This will help prevent exces-
sive striping of the skin. Also, don’t 
exfoliate more than three times a 
week and don’t use a washcloth to 
wash your face.

When drying your face or body, 
pat your skin with a towel rather 
than rubbing.

When choosing a moisturizer for 
your face and body, Kristie Leong, 
MD, at BeyondJane.com, suggests 
looking for these ingredients:

1 Glycerin – It’s a humectant, 
meaning it draws moisture from 
the atmosphere and bonds it to 
your skin.

1 Lanolin – It’s an occlusive, 
a substance that helps to prevent 
loss of water from the deeper skin 
layers.

1 Petrolatum – It’s one of the 
best occlusives that won’t aggravate 
acne or promote allergic reactions.

Melanie Drain from Holt 
Renfrew suggests shea butter, which 
is a great emollient -it softens and 
soothes the skin- and moisturizer. 
It draws moisture to the skin and 
binds it.

Drain recommends using a vi-
tamin serum before your moistur-
izer to add some extra nourishment 
to your skin, like Bobbi Brown’s 
Vitamin Face Base (available at 
Holt Renfrew for $55).

It’s important to note that when-
ever you change your skin regimen, 
it’s likely that you will experience 
a minor break out. Try using the 
product for a few weeks (if it is 
comfortable) before you return it 
to the place of purchase. Your skin 

will get used to its new “diet” and 
you will start to see the intended 
results.

Try using Nivea Crème, which 
is available at Shoppers Drug Mart, 
as a face moisturizer. Use about a 
dime-sized amount and warm it 
in your fingers. By warming the 
product, you release the active in-
gredients, making the cream more 
effective. Then massage it onto your 
face and neck, avoiding the eyes.

Dry, chapped lips can hurt, so 
try using a lip balm like Rosebud, 
available at Frockstar in Osborne 
Village. If you don’t want a tinted 
lip balm, try using good old 
Vaseline on your lips, during the 
day or as a night treatment.

BoDy

When taking a shower, choose 
lathering and moisturizing body 

washes. If you’re extremely dry, you 
can use baby oil in the shower. But, 
be careful not to fall-it creates a 
slick surface!

Try to stay away from fragrance 
creams as your only source for 
moisture. The excessive fragrance 
(alcohol) can actually dry out your 
skin more. Instead, try using it 
over a moisturizer like Jergens or 
Glysomed, both of which are avail-
able at Shoppers Drug Mart.

If your hands or feet are ex-
tremely dry, apply a lot of mois-
turizer and put on a pair of socks 
or mitts, or even a plastic bag. Do 
this at night, and you will wake up 
with softer, more hydrated feet and 
hands.

TIps

1 Drink lots of water.
1 Grab some mini moisturizers 

from Dollarama and keep them in 
you bag.

1 Use a mineralized water mis-
ter on your face to freshen up, and 
to add extra moisture to your skin.

Velangeline Ferrigno has spent the 
past eight years working as a make-
up artist.

Terrorism, 
Democracy, Leisure 
exhibition by 
Montreal artist 
afshin Matlabi 
raises unique 
questions

NoNI BryNJolSoN
volUNTeer STaff

Alongside All Power to the People!, an 
exhibition of Black Panther poster 
art, Afshin Matlabi’s Terrorism, 
Democracy, Leisure is one of two po-
litically-themed art shows currently 
being held at Aceartinc.

Matlabi’s show in the larger gal-
lery involves drawings, digitally 
manipulated photographs and an-
imated videos. Judging from the 
title, one might expect an anti-war 
statement, or a weighty exhibition 
critiquing western values.

A Montreal artist of Iranian de-
scent, Matlabi contrasts images of 
war and terrorism with images of 
“get-aways” produced by the travel 
industry.

The digital photograph “Cuba” 
near the entrance depicts a tourist 
on a postcard-perfect beach. This is 
the idealized, middle-class holiday, 
a vision of escapism where the only 
thing to worry about is getting an 
even tan.

Matlabi spoke about the inspi-
ration behind the exhibition in an 
artist talk at the gallery on Jan. 24:

“Two years after 9/11, I started to 
become obsessed with the missile 
and developed a fear of terrorism, 
yet every summer I would take my 
family to Cuba. How could we be 
so anxious about destruction, and 
yet have a week of leisure, heaven?” 

he asked.
In the video “WMD,” a missile 

dances to the tune of ancient, and 
very beautiful, Persian music. In the 
crayon and paper piece “Ballistic 
Missile’s Weekend Family Outing,” 
caricatured tourists dive alongside 
grey missiles into a vast expanse of 
swirling blue. Water, symbolic of 
refreshment, rebirth, and also salva-
tion, is a common theme through-
out the show. Nearby, the piece 
“Anxiety Apology” shows dozens 
of zombie-like men running over 
surreally coloured hills, towards a 
spouting fountain much too small 
to save them all.

“Afshin’s work outlines his po-
litical views, focusing on countries 
currently at war or under differ-
ent ideological regimes. There are 
some interesting parallels between 
the two current shows, and both 
fit within our mandate to exhibit 
art within a political context,” said 
Liz Garlicki, gallery assistant at 
Aceartinc.

Many important questions are 
raised by the artwork in this show, 
such as what are the artist’s inten-
tions? Matlabi wants to be a politi-
cal artist, but what is his cause?

In his talk, Matlabi advocated 
going back to “family values, core 

values, and a faith-based system, 
and looking at the Bible and the 
Torah, which are more sophisti-
cated than philosophy.”

Referring to universities as “apo-
litical institutions,” he also stated 
that he had voted conservative in 
the last election. This little tidbit of 
knowledge creates somewhat of a 
paradox, since political art is most 
often associated with resistance 
against ingrained traditions that 
have worked against marginalized 
members of society-exemplified by 
Emory Douglas’s work in the adja-
cent Black Panther show.

Conservatism has not typically 
been an arena in which core society 
values are challenged, and when a 
conservative artist creates political 
artwork, one wonders what kind of 
change is being sought. Is political 
art just another style or influence to 
Matlabi?

Terrorism, Democracy, Leisure 
provides a chance to reflect on the 
contradictions present in post-9/11 
daily life. Perhaps more impor-
tantly, it raises unique questions 
surrounding artwork that aims to 
be simultaneously contemporary, 
political and conservative.

Terrorism, Democracy, Leisure is at 
Aceartinc. (290 McDermot Ave.) 
until Feb. 28. Visit www.aceart.org.

"cuba," a digital image created in 2002, is part of Terrorism, Democracy, Leisure, a new exhibit at aceartinc. showcasing the work of 
afshin Matlabi.

M
ARK REIM

ER

Art that’s contemporary, political and conservative

Most winnipeggers have dealt with dry skin. Drinking a lot of water and using a 
moisturizing face wash are two things you can do to prevent it.
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ecOecLecTica The University of winnipeg’s ecoPia is hosting 
their annual fundraising event Feb. 12 at The Pyramid cabaret. 
The night will feature performances from Perse, amity Splash, 
entre Parentheses, Sir Grooves-a-lot and his Soul crusaders, 
and The Playing cards. Tickets are $8 in advance and are 
available from band members, ecoPia members and the 
infobooth. Doors open at 8 and the show starts at 9 p.m.

PraGUe with Kursk, L’viv and Dirtbaggers, Feb. 14 at ragpick-
ers. Tickets are $6 at the door and music starts at 9 p.m. 
sharp.

The JUKe JOinT Presented by Mama cutsworth and Mizz 
Brown, Feb. 14 at the Lo Pub. This concert is part one of a 
four-part series titled, "The 1960s: Stop! in The name of Love." 
Tickets are $5 at the door and the show starts at 9 p.m.

eLecTrO QUarTerSTaFF with evil Survives and L’viv, Feb. 20 
at the albert. Tickets are $6 at the door and the show starts 
at 10:30 p.m.

wOMen in BLUeS ManiTOBa cD release party, Feb. 21 at the 
Pyramid. The night will be hosted by howard Manshein and 
will feature angel calnek & hillbilly Burlesque, Shelley-Lynne 
hardinge & The Majestics and Kat Kennedy's Blues earth. 
Tickets are $15 in advance, $17 at the door and the show starts 
at 10 p.m.

DD/MM/yyyy with Sylvie, Feb. 23 at the albert. Tickets are $8 
from into The Music, Music Trader and www.ticketworkshop.
com. The show starts at 10 p.m.

SOiLwOrK with Darkane, warbringer, and Swallow The Sun, 
Feb. 24 at the albert. Tickets are $25.00 at into the Music, 
Music Trader, www.ticketworkshop.com and the show starts 
at 10 p.m.

 

Rock, pop & indie 

acaDeMy FOOD DrinKS MUSic 437 Stradbrook. Feb. 12: rude 
Dale; Feb. 13: Matt The alien and The Gaff; Feb. 17: Open Mic 
with Melissa Plett; Feb. 18: Papa Mambo; Feb. 19: Kid reming-
ton; Feb. 20: Pop Vegas; Feb. 21: Jaylene Johnson, Pop Vegas; 
Feb. 24: Open mic with Melissa Plett; Feb. 25: Tim Butler Blues 
Jam; Feb. 26: Fast human.

The caVern 112 Osborne St. Feb. 12: Jam night with route 
59; Feb. 13: The ultimate rancid tribute, hyena! with The 
hearsemen; Feb. 14: The Bottle rockets, The Sleuths; Feb. 15: 
The afterlife, The Twerps; Feb. 16: The Vinyl Drip with James 
Brown; Feb. 17: The Soul Patch Orchestra; Feb. 18: it's not Kara-
oke... it's cavernaoke!; Feb. 19: Jam night with route 59; Feb. 
20: alverstone, weatherman Underground; Feb. 21: Johnny 
Moonbeam, The Lunatics; Feb. 22: Business casual; Feb. 23: 
The Vinyl Drip with James Brown; Feb. 24: The Solutions; Feb. 
25: it's not Karaoke... it's cavernaoke!

KinG’S heaD PUB & eaTery 120 King. Sunday: all The King’s 
Men; Monday: The Magician; Tuesday: comedy night; wednes-
day: Little Boy Boom; Thursday: Joey Landreth Band.

LO PUB 330 Kennedy. Feb 12: Goodform; Feb. 13: cKUw Fundrive 
wrap-up with haunter, not animals and Jay crocker; Feb. 14: 
The Juke Joint Part 1 with Mama cutsworth and Mizz Brown; 
Feb. 17: Open Mike night with The Liptonians; Feb. 19: Good-
form. Feb. 20: LeBeato, Mike B; Feb. 24: Open Mike night with 
Les Jupes.

PyraMiD caBareT 176 Fort. Feb. 12: ecoeclectica wilderness 
committee Fundraiser; Feb. 13: DJ’s co-Op and hunnicutt; Feb. 
14: Les Dales hawerchuk; Feb. 20: 92.9 KicK FM cD release 
with Pushing Daisies, Sons Of york and Tele; Feb. 21: women 
in Blues Manitoba cD release; Feb. 24: Beast, LeBeato; Feb. 25: 
That 1 Guy.

 country, Folk & jazz 

GOrDie’S cOFFee hOUSe 127 coburg. Feb. 12: Beggar’s Brawl; 
Feb. 19: The Dead Letters; Feb. 26: Jonathon Todd.

McnaLLy rOBinSOn GranT ParK Feb. 13 - 14: ed Goertzen; Feb. 
20: alasdair Dunlop Trio; Feb. 21: Bob watts Trio.

McnaLLy rOBinSOn POLO ParK Feb. 13 – 14: winnipeg classical 
Guitar Duo; Feb. 20: Jan Smith and Dallas crawford; Feb. 21: 
Paulo Borges Duo.

TiMeS chanGe(d) hiGh & LOneSOMe cLUB Main & St. Mary. Feb. 
13: Patrick alexandre and the F-holes, woody holler; Feb. 14: 
Kitcheneers, Free Bacon; Feb. 19: Minglers, Skybird Band; Feb. 
20 - 21 andrew neville and the Poor choices.

 dance & hip hop 

hiFi cLUB 108 Osborne. Feb. 14: conga rock, italy, electro Party 
Mash; Feb. 21: La riots.

OZZy’S 160 Osborne. wednesdays: Soho Trash DJs: Punk, Glam, 
new wave, Power Pop; Thursdays: readymix Dance Party: 
indie-Dance, electro, Brit-Pop, new wave, Mash-Ups, '80s/'90s, 
and more; Saturdays: Modernized.

 punk & Metal 

The rOyaL aLBerT 91 albert. Feb. 12: cKUw Benefit show with 
Unwanted, nervous Lugers; Feb. 13: angry Dragons, Summer 
of Legs, Sodomizing Sarah; Feb. 20: electro Quarterstaff, evil 
Survives, L'viv.

The ZOO 160 Osborne. Feb. 12: On the Fly; Feb. 13: coda, Los-
ing Focus, Fame; Feb. 20: Living in red, reverse Separation, 
answers in Green; Feb. 21: Xplicit.

The crOSSeyeD raScaLS Present Feezeway of Love, an im-
provisational comedy Valentine's Day event, Feb. 13 at Prairie 
Theatre exchange's colin Jackson Studio (3rd floor, Portage 
Place). Tickets are $8 in advance, $10 at the door. advance 

tickets are available from 980-2734 or rascaltickets@gmail.
com. The show starts at 7:30 p.m.

Die rOTen PUnKTe winners of the 2008 Best of the Fringe 
Festival return to perform their punk rock odyssey, Super 
Musikant (Super Musician), Feb. 13 and 14 at the Gas Station 
Theatre. Tickets are $15 from www.winnipegfringe.com and 
the MTc box office. Tickets are $12.50 if purchased before Feb. 
8. Both shows start at 8 p.m.

BaD DaTeS By Theresa rebeck, Directed by Steven Schipper 
and starring Precious chong, Feb. 19 to March 7 at the Tom 
hendry Theatre warehouse. Tickets range from $12 to $38 and 
are available from the MTc box office.

GaLLery 1c03 University of winnipeg. colonizing Oort, new 
works by winnipeg/Montreal-based artist Kevin Kelly. The 
exhibit will be open until Feb. 21.

GraFFiTi GaLLery 109 higgins. Fort! a new installation in 
william Friedman Memorial Gallery. There will be an opening 
reception from 4 to 6 p.m. on Feb. 12.

hi-winniPeG DOwnTOwner 330 Kennedy. Our world: Peoples, 
Places, cultures, an exhibit, installation by winnipeg-based 
photographer Keith Levit. The exhibit celebrates hostelling 
international’s 100-year anniversary and Levit’s work will be 
on display until Feb. 20.

PaViLLiOn GaLLery MUSeUM assiniboine Park. Tides & 
Totems: Phillips in the west, watercolours and woodcuts by 
walter J.Phillips. The exhibit is on display until May 3.

PLaTFOrM cenTre FOr PhOTOGraPhic + DiGiTaL arTS 121-

100 arthur. art and cold cash. This multimedia installation 
examines the introduction of capitalism into northern com-
munities. There will be an opening reception Feb. 13 at 7 p.m. 
and the installation is open until april 4.

PLUG in inSTiTUTe OF cOnTeMPOrary arT 286 McDermot 
ave. The Plug in is hosting a fundraiser/exhibition titled 
Dream house 2009, which will explore domestic environ-
ments through art based on re-imagined domestic dwellings. 
The exhibit will be open from Feb. 14 to March 8 and the works 
will be auctioned off on March 7 and all proceeds will go to 
supporting the Plug in Gallery.

wayne arThUr GaLLery 186 Provencher. Through Two Fixed 
eyes: The Photography of Dan harper, on display until Feb. 
25.

winniPeG arT GaLLery 300 Memorial. cabinet and Ornamen-
tal wares: Painted Porcelain of the 19th and 20th centuries, 
open from Jan. 24 until June 28. also open is The Painter as 
Printmaker, which features a series impressionist prints from 
artists such as Van Gogh and renoir. angakkuq: inuit Shaman 
is open until May 3. There will be a curator talk March 5 at 
7 p.m.

UrBan ShaMan GaLLery 203-290 McDermot. Urban Shaman 
is currently calling for submissions to be displayed in the 
Main Gallery, Marvin Francis Memorial Gallery and the Virtual 
Gallery. Submissions should be mailed to: Director, Urban Sha-
man Gallery, 203-290 McDermot avenue, winnipeg, Manitoba, 
r3B 0T2. Scout’s honour, exhibit by Michael Belmore and 
Frank Shebageget, on display until Feb. 21.

Man TO Man Presented by Klinic community health centre, 
The Man to Man project is intended to raise awareness about 
depression, stress and mental health in men. The project 
involves presentation aimed to help participants identify and 
understand the causes and effects of depression. For more 
information, contact curt Sparkes at 784-4015 or csparkes@

klinic.mb.ca.

acUPUncTUre The Fort Garry women’s resource centre 
presents an auricular (ear) acupuncture clinic for women, 
Thursday mornings from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Sessions 
begin Feb. 5 and continue until March 2. all treatments are 
free and donations are welcome. The sessions will be held 
at the Fort Garry women’s resource centre, 1150 a waverley 
Street. Please call 477-1123 for more information.

SecreT POSTcarDS wolseley Family Place is hosting a secret 
postcard event called insight Out. you are invited to submit 
your secret to wolseley Family Place on a homemade or 
reconstructed postcard. One secret per postcard, each post-
card must be anonymous and creativity is welcomed. your 
secret will be shared with the public at our community art 
event that takes place on april 14 to 19 at artbeat studio. all 
secrets can be sent to wolseley Family Place, Lower Level 691 
wolseley ave., r3G 1c3.

Free inTernaTiOnaL STUDenTS cLaSS a free class for 
international students will be held Sundays from noon to 
1:30 p.m. at elim chapel. The class is an opportunity to meet 
fellow students and to learn english and the Bible. For more 
information contact Val and Veda chacko at 257-1670 or 
vtchacko@shaw.ca.

wriTinG wOrKShOP The writers’ collective presents editing 
101: The Basics, hosted by clarise Foster, Feb. 21 in room 3M50 
at the University of winnipeg from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. admission 
is $15 for members and $30 for non-members.

wriTinG cOnTeST admissions are being accepted for the 2009 
Prairie Fire Press/Mcnally robinson writing contests. The 

Bliss carman Poetry award will be judged by Don Domanski; 
short fiction will be judged by Paul Quarrington; and creative 
non-fiction will be judged by charles wilkins. $6,000 in prizes 
will be awarded. The first prize in each category is $1,250. The 
deadline for submissions is nov. 30. For information contact: 
Prairie Fire Press, 423-100 arthur Street, winnipeg, Manitoba 
r3B 1h3, (204) 943-9066, prfire@mts.net, or www.prairiefire.
ca.

JareM SawaTSKy Launch of The ethics of Traditional commu-
nities and the Spirit of healing Justice: Studies from hollow 
water, the iona community and Plum Village, Feb. 12, 8 p.m. at 
Mcnally robinson Grant Park.

BOnnie MUrray Launch of Tumaas ekwa li Michif Sharey/
Thomas and the Metis cart, Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m. at Mcnally 
robinson Polo Park.

Dany heaTLey Signing of Dominant Dany heatley, Feb. 13, 7 
p.m. at Mcnally robinson Polo Park.

DOreen MiLLichaMP Launch of The elusive Butterfly, Feb. 16, 
7 p.m. at Mcnally robinson Polo Park.

JereMie reThan Presentation and signing of neck crisis: 
Pain relief in the computer era, Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m. at Mcnally 
robinson Grant Park.

MeeT The cOMPOSer Featuring Jim hiscott, Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m. 
at Mcnally robinson Polo Park.

eLiZaBeTh ThOrnTOn Launch of The runaway McBride, Feb. 
19, 8 p.m. at Mcnally robinson Grant Park.

richarD GOrDOn Talk and signing of Divine action and natu-
ral Selection: Science, Faith and evolution, Feb. 23, 7 p.m. at 
Mcnally robinson Grant Park.

niTin DecKha reading and signing of Shopping for Sabzi, Feb. 
25, 7:30 p.m. at Mcnally robinson Polo Park.

Lee GOwan anD SUSan OLDinG reading and signing their re-
spective works, confession and Pathologies: a Life in essays, 
Feb. 24, 7 p.m. at Mcnally robinson Grant Park.

cineMaTheQUe 100 arthur. Feb. 12: Groundswell Presents: 
LivetonFilm (8 p.m.); Feb. 13: no cuts, no Splices, The One 
Take Super-8 Showcase (7 p.m.), Sonic youth: Sleeping nights 
awake (9 p.m.); Feb. 14: Bollywood: yuvvraaj ( 7 p.m.), Love 
Bites: The ‘80s Power Ballad Sing along (9 p.m.); Feb. 15: cabin 
Fever: Bugsy Malone (2 p.m.), Bollywood: yuvvraaj ( 7 p.m.); 
Feb. 18: Bollywood: yuvvraaj ( 7 p.m.); Feb 19: Bollywood: yuv-
vraaj ( 7 p.m.);

naTiOnaL FiLM SerieS Presented by the national Film Board 
(nFB), a series of classic and contemporary canadian films 
will be shown at the Millenium Library. Feb. 14: nFB in Love; 
Feb. 21: nFB: Black canadian experience; Feb. 28: Great north-
ern nFB. all films start at 1 p.m. in carol Shields auditorium.

ScOTT waLKer: 30 cenTUry Man This film, directed by Ste-
phen Kijak, is being shown Feb. 12 at the cyrk. Tickets are $10 
at the door or in advance from bigsmashproductions@gmail.
com. Doors open at 7:30 and the film starts at 8 p.m. Free 
wine and musical entertainment are also included. Seating 
is limited.

LUnch wiTh aXwOrThy University of winnipeg President 
Lloyd axworthy will be having lunch in riddell hall on Feb. 25 
and welcomes all students to join him.

ecOecLecTica is hosting a fundraiser Feb. 12 at the Pyramid 
featuring performances from Perse, amity Splash, entre 
Parentheses, Sir Grooves-a-lot and his Soul crusaders, and 
The Playing cards. Tickets are $8 in advance from infobooth, 
ecoPia members and band members. Music starts at 9 p.m.

BaThTUB PrOJecT Presented by the Jewish Students as-
sociation, the Bathtub Project is a fundraising event for 
Osborne house. Between Feb. 23 and 28 an actual bathtub will 
be brought on campus to collect donated items for Osborne 
house. For more information, contact sloxton@jewishwin-
nipeg.org.

cOLLeGiaTe OPen hOUSe The collegiate high School is host-
ing an open house Feb. 25 from 5 to 8 p.m. in wesley hall of 
the University of winnipeg. Prospective students and families 
are invited to this information session and current students 
and faculty will be in attendance to answer questions. This 
event is free. For more information visit www.uwinnipeg.ca/
collegiate.

OPen hOUSe The University of winnipeg is hosting its annual 
open house Feb. 18, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. in riddell hall, 515 Portage avenue. high-school 
students, adult/mature students and the public are welcome 
and admission is free. The Open house offers prospective stu-
dents the opportunity to chat with professors, students and 
staff. There are information sessions on degree programs, 
registration, student housing, career exploration, campus 
tours and more. For more information contact naniece ibra-
him at 988-7130 or n.ibrahim@uwinnipeg.ca.

inSiGhT 2009 The 2009 insight conference (canadian na-
tional Students' conference in international Studies) held 
at carleton University in Ottawa is now accepting proposals. 
insight aims to reach out to the undergraduate body from 
different backgrounds to use their studies and their experi-
ence to educate students across canada. The conference is 
a great opportunity to participate in dialogue and debate. 
The deadline for proposals is March 6. For more information 
visit www.insightstudents.org or contact insight.conference@
gmail.com.

Darwin Day Feb 13 is Darwin Day and a series of activities and 
lecture will be held at the university. a costume contest will 
be held in Theatre a from 12:30 to 1:20 p.m. and two public lec-
tures will be given in convocation hall at 2:30 and 3:30 p.m.

FOOD nOT BOMBS Food not Bombs is looking for volunteers to 
help on Sunday afternoons between 1 and 4 p.m. Volunteers 
are needed to pick up and deliver food to the M.e.r.c. on 
Langside and/or to help cook and clean up at the M.e.r.c. For 
more information contact Dandy at 296-8946.

BiKe DUMP The Bike Dump is always looking for volunteers. 
Orientation session take place on the second wednesday of 
every month at 7 p.m.

concERts

coMMunity EvEnts

voluntEER oppoRtunitiEs

Music £ thE UNItEr’s top 5 events •
By CUrraN farIS

eLeCTrO QuarTerSTaFF with evil Survives and L’viv, Feb. 20 at the albert. Be 
sure to absorb the structured cacophony of electro Quarterstaff as well as the return 
of whimsical prairie-progsters L’viv. Tickets are $6 at the door and the show starts at 
10:30 p.m.

DD/MM/yyyy with Sylvie, Feb. 23 at the albert. Toronto’s DD/MM/yyy bring their 
complex synth-driven indie rock through town. But they also bring regina’s Sylvie, 
who are not to be missed. Tickets are $8 from into The Music, Music Trader and www.
ticketworkshop.com. The show starts at 10 p.m.

PraGue with Kursk, L’viv and Dirtbaggers, Feb. 14 at ragpickers. number-
crunching guitar/drum duo Prague return after a lengthy hiatus. Tickets are $6 at the 
door and music starts at 8 p.m. sharp.

DIe rOTeN PuNKTe winners of the 2008 Best of the Fringe Festival return to 
perform their punk rock odyssey, Super Musikant (Super Musician), Feb. 13 and 14 at 
the Gas Station Theatre. That’s right, a punk rock odyssey. Find out what that means 
yourself. Tickets are $15 from www.winnipegfringe.com and the MTc box office. Tickets 
are $12.50 if purchased before Feb. 8. Both shows start at 8 p.m.

THe JuKe JOINT Presented by Mama Cutsworth and Mizz brown, Feb. 14 at the 
Lo Pub. Two of winnipeg’s finest DJs present the first of four series titled: "The 1960s: 
Stop! In The Name of Love." The impending grooves are sure to be the perfect 
soundtrack to Valentine’s Day, so practice safe dancing. Tickets are $5 at the door and 
the show starts at 9 p.m.

GallERiEs

litERaRy

on caMpus

dancE & thEatRE

FilM

CLaSSIFIeDS

“Bikes and Beyond now hiring part 
time bicycle assemblers, sales, and 
website support staff.  customer 
service, ability to multi-task, and 
mechanical skills are an asset.  email 
resume to bikesandbeyond@shaw.ca” Scattering harmonic conventions, electro 

Quarterstaff are at the albert Feb. 20.
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across
1- "Til ___ do us 
part"
6- Locations
11- actor Vigoda
14- Like a 
mosquito bite
15- Fool
16- Turf
17- Satisfied
18- conger catcher
19- Mao ___-tung
20- Baltic capital
22- hipbone
24- Become 
cheeselike
28- restaurant in 
Greece
30- Theater 
district
31- engender
32- entertain
33- Striking
37- ___ Quentin
38- Gather
39- Lentil and 
spice dish
40- Make firm
43- Stage play
45- Delight
46- Ground 
squirrel
47- Pattern of 
colorful curving 
figures
50- Feathered
51- engage in 
histrionics

52- Overfill
53- whole bunch
54- where 
columbus was 
born
57- can't stand
62- Shipping 
magnate Onassis
63- Bad lighting?
64- hackneyed
65- Meadow
66- inclined
67- Brewer's need;
 
Down
1- Put down, in 
slang
2- Greek vowel
3- Pretend
4- Definite 
article
5- combine 
chemically with 
water
6- Surround
7- Think tank 
product
8- Up to, briefly
9- Fair-hiring 
abbr.
10- Tries hard
11- Up and about
12- Boatswain
13- excess fluid in 
an organ
21- Simpson trial 
judge
23- riga resident

24- Gross
25- Shoot for
26- Sweatbox
27- Overhead 
trains
28- curt
29- a long time
31- To make of 
brass
33- Friendship
34- Spud state
35- Titles
36- Stare angrily

38- winglike parts
41- Of the highest 
quality
42- Forbidden 
by law
43- Valiant
44- LP speed
46- Day-___
47- Flower 
segment
48- Love, italian-
style
49- ancient region 

of asia Minor
50- Factory
52- Masked critter
55- Before
56- code-breaking 
org.
58- is for more 
than one?
59- carrere of 
"wayne's world"
60- aliens, for 
short
61- Become firm

awarDS & FinanciaL aiD the awards and financial aid staff of the university of Winnipeg provides our student body with current information on award opportunities. this information is updated weekly.

Crossword Puzzle #20
Last week’s puzzle solution (#15)

Sudoku Puzzle #16 Puzzle level: intermediate

SUDOKU PrOViDeD By KraZyDaD.cOM

Last week’s puzzle solution (#19)

Solutions to puzzles will appear in the next issue.

crOSSwOrD PrOViDeD By BeSTcrOSSwOrDS.cOM

 univERsity oF WinnipEG aWaRds: 

Do you have a teacher you would like 
to nominate for the Clifford J. robson 
Memorial award for Excellence In 
teaching? application forms are avail-
able from the awards Office-main floor 
Graham hall, and student Central-main 
floor Centennial hall. Deadline: March 
2, 2009

aWaRds oFFEREd By ExtERnal aGEnciEs 
and oRGanizations  aucc aWaRds 

the association of Universities and Col-
leges of Canada provides 150 scholar-
ship programs on behalf of the federal 
government, domestic and foreign 
agencies, and private sector companies. 
Check out website http://www.aucc.ca/. 
Look under the heading scholarships 
and Internships for Canadian students.

KIWANIS Club oF WINNIPEg FouNDATIoN INC: 
MANITobA CITIZENS’ buRSARY FuND FoR 
NATIVE PEoPlES AWARDS 2009 

Open to students currently enrolled at 
the Universities of winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Brandon. In 2008, bursaries totaling 
$7,000 were awarded for the three 
Universities. the bursaries range from 
$175 to $450 each.

Criteria: preference will be given to 
Native students (Indian, Metis and 
Inuit) who demonstrate financial need; 
students must maintain satisfactory 
grades to retain their eligibility; points 
will be given to students participating in 
extra-curricular activities; the Bursary 
Fund is not designed to help applicants 
meet the financial cost of entering 
University. On the contrary, it is de-
signed, subject to the above criteria, to 
help meet financial problems that arise 
subsequently.

applications are available at the awards 
& Financial aid Office located in Gra-
ham hall.  Deadline:  please return your 
application to the awards & Financial 
aid Office by Feb. 16.

TRANSPoRTATIoN ASSoCIATIoN oF CANADA 
FouNDATIoN SCHolARSHIPS 

Foundation scholarships are intended 
to provide education assistance in 
technical areas or disciplines which will 
contribute to safe, secure, efficient, 

effective and environmentally and 
financially sustainable transportation 
services in support of Canada’s social 
and economic goals. In Canada as a 
whole, the Foundation’s primary focus 
for educational support (scholarships) 
is on roadways and their strategic 
linkages and inter-relationships with 
other components of the transportation 
system. In urban areas, the primary 
focus is on the movement of people, 
goods and services and its relation-
ship with land use patterns and other 
transportation modes.

General Criteria for Foundation scholar-
ships: Candidates must be Canadian 
citizens or landed immigrants; prefer-
ence may be given to candidates with 
relevant work experience; scholarships 
may be awarded to individuals receiv-
ing other scholarships; the maximum 
number of Foundation scholarships 
which will be awarded to any individual 
is two (2). (taC Foundation Entrance 
scholarships are not included in this 
restriction); scholarships are for full 
year attendance in post secondary 
institutions only. (applicants must be 
enrolled for the entire academic year, 
not just one term.); beginning in 2009, 
college level students may apply.

Criteria for Undergraduate scholar-
ships: Candidates must be entering 
third or fourth year studies; Candidates 
must intend to pursue a career in 
some aspect of the transportation field 
and meet the conditions that apply 
to a particular scholarship; students 
must have achieved an overall B level 
or equivalent average mark in their 
previous academic year; on completion 
of the studies for which they received 
a Foundation scholarship, students 
must send a copy of their thesis or 
major project, if their program of study 
produced one.

Criteria for postgraduate scholarships: 
Candidates must be admissible to 
a postgraduate studies program or 
already registered as full-time graduate 
students; candidates must be study-
ing in the field of transportation and 
meet the conditions which apply to a 
particular scholarship; candidates must 
be in the top quarter of their class in 
addition to having a minimum Gpa of B; 
on completion of postgraduate studies, 
scholarship recipients must send a copy 
of their thesis to the Foundation.

Deadline:  March 2.

see the website for more information 
and application form: www.tac-founda-
tion.ca.

PublIC SAFETY CANADA RESEARCH FElloW-
SHIPS IN HoNouR oF STuART NESbITT WHITE 

public safety Canada (psC) is seeking 
to encourage graduate research in sup-
port of its mandate, which is to enhance 
the safety and security of Canadians in 
their physical and cyber environments. 
these awards are available for those 
students who are studying and conduct-
ing research in the area of Emergency 
Management (EM). this includes work 
in the areas of one or more of the four 
pillars of Emergency Management; 
mitigation, preparedness, response 
and recovery. studies focused on the 
all hazards approach with regard to 
EM are encouraged, as are studies in 
cyber security, disaster management, 
and critical infrastructure protection 
and assurance*. Cross disciplinary 
/ multi-disciplinary studies in these 
areas are preferred and encouraged. 
preferred disciplines are regional 
planning, engineering, environmental 
studies, computer science, geography, 
sociology, economics and/or areas such 
as risk modeling and system science.

*For a definition of what psC deems 
to be critical infrastructure see: http://
www.publicsafety.gc.ca/prg/em/nciap/
about-en.asp

Number of awards: eight (8)

Value: $19,250 CDN

Deadline:  March 31

Interested candidates will find the 
information needed to apply for this 
program in a pDF or word format 
by visiting the association of Uni-
versities and Colleges of Canada’s 
website https://juno.aucc.ca/wes/hes.
aspx?pg=934&oth=0005052009.

ManitoBa studEnt aid pRoGRaM  

the following information is provided 
with regard to the second disbursement 
of your Manitoba student aid program 
(Msap) assistance (Manitoba student 
Loan) for the 2008-09 academic year:

Missing information.  If any documen-
tation requested by the Msap, such as 

summer income verification, has not 
yet been submitted, electronic confir-
mation of your loan document will not 
occur and your loan funds will not be 
in place at the beginning of the winter 
term.

Revision to your needs assess-
ment.  You should be aware that new 
information, such as verification of 
your summer income, may increase or 
decrease your Msap needs assessment 
and the resulting loan amounts you 
are eligible to receive. similarly, if your 
current course load is different from 
that on your Notice of assistance letter, 
the amount of loan you are eligible to 
receive may change.

DID YOU KNOW  You can check the 
status of your student aid application, 
find out what documentation is still 
outstanding, update your address 
information and much more on line? 
Go to www.manitobastudentaid.ca Link 
to MysaO to log into your existing 
account.

DID YOU KNOW If you are a student 
who has had past Government student 
Loans and are currently a full-time 
student but do not have a student loan 
this year, please fill out a schedule 2 
document to remain in non-payment 
status. please come to student services 
in Graham hall, where front counter 
staff can help you with this form.

DID YOU KNOW that Manitoba 
student aid staff can be on campus on 
Fridays from 1 to 4 p.m. to meet with 
them, you need to set up an appoint-
ment time. Come to student services 
and book an appointment, or phone 
786-9458 or 786-9984.

Other award websites:

Canada student Loan program and 
other important information on fi-
nances and budgeting www.canlearn.ca

Manitoba student aid program www.
manitobastudentaid.ca

surfing for dollars? try these two 
websites:

www.studentawards.com

www.scholarshipscanada.com

please contact the awards office for 
information regarding external awards.
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Adrenaline junkies welcome
The crashed ice 
experience

KevIN CHaveS
volUNTeer STaff

The event is an insane combina-
tion of hockey, downhill skiing 
and boardercross, and it calls on all 
adrenaline junkies to go for a ride.

For those of you who haven’t 
heard about the Red Bull Crashed 
Ice event, you will soon, as it grows 
every year. This year, the event took 
place on Jan. 24.

“The whole experience was awe-
some,” said Derrick Gagnon about 
his four-day extravaganza in Quebec 
City. “I felt like a celebrity.”

Gagnon’s strong hockey history 
helped him out-skate 145 compet-
itors, allowing him to be one of 
the five athletes who represented 
Winnipeg at the event. The new 
Cindy Klassen Recreation Centre 
(the former Sargent Park Complex) 
held the try-outs where participants 
went through a short, up and down 
time trial against one another.

All five of the guys got full ac-
commodations, including flights 
to Quebec City, hotel, food, and all 
the Red Bull one could want.

There were special tents for the 
athletes filled with everything they 
might need, from massages to ex-
ercise bikes, Internet and even a 
Nintendo Wii. There were also 
nightly dinners where competitors 
had a chance to meet people from 
around the world.

As a spectator the cost is free, but 
the atmosphere is priceless. The fes-
tival night-life goes 24-hours a day 
for the entire event and the fans are 
just as crazy as the competitors.

Originating in Europe, the race 
brings some of the best fans and 
athletes from around the world. 
Countries like Finland actually put 
money into training athletes for 
the program. Not surprisingly, a 
Finnish competitor won the men’s 
division.

The course takes some practice, 
as it is one of a kind.

“You’re at the top of the hill 
and it’s intimidating,” Gagnon ex-
plained. “Not only the track but 
all the TV cameras, lights and the 
100,000 people watching around 
you.”

It’s a unique race, with four 
competitors starting on top of an 
ice hill that is 56 metres higher than 
the finish line 550 metres away. 
Competitors skate as fast as they 
can through vertical drops, bumps, 
jumps and sharp turns, while at-
tempting to maintain balance in 

full hockey gear.
Some participants have been 

clocked at over 40 km/hour. Of 
course going down a curvy ice hill 
on skates is not the safest idea, but 
let it be clear that there is no con-
tact. None. No exceptions.

Competitors know that all non-
accidental contact will lead to an 
instant disqualification. Most of 
those crazy collisions seen on the 
tube are intentional.

For the first time this year, there 
was a women’s division, again prov-
ing that this event is progressing. 
The X-Games quickly became a 
mainstream attraction and Crashed 
Ice may be next.

Crashed Ice is attracting new 
fans and competitors every year, 
and there is always room for adren-
aline junkies with no fear – like 
Derrick Gagnon.

“You’re at the  
top of the  
hill and it’s 
intimidating.” 
–Derrick Gagnon,  
red bull Crashed Ice  
competitor

Iceberg, right ahead?
U of w's latest 
duckworth centre 
improvement

JeSS CHapmaN
volUNTeer

If you thought improvements to the 
University of Winnipeg's Duckworth Centre 
have been completed, you might want to 
think again.

In its Jan. 14 report, the President's Task 
Force on Athletics and Academics intro-
duced a proposal to construct a field house, 
similar to the University of Manitoba's Max 
Bell Centre, on the University of Winnipeg 
campus. The field house would be known 
as “the Iceberg,” named for its entirely glass-
walled design.

The report contains rough sketches for a 
200-metre indoor track and enhanced vol-
leyball and basketball courts within the 
Iceberg, as well as areas of the building that 
would allow students to take part in such 
sports as tennis, lacrosse, fencing, indoor 
soccer and hockey, to name a few.

Does that mean we might see some 
Wesmen competing on the rink?

“Hockey and ice sports are very common 
and popular in Canada. It’s really a Canadian 
cultural icon, when you consider our passion 
for ice sports,” said David Fitzpatrick, chair 
of the task force that drafted the initial plans 
for the Iceberg.

A campus ice rink “would allow us to 
bring back what was here many years ago, a 
Wesmen hockey team,” Fitzpatrick said.

The Iceberg has been met enthusiastically 
by U of W students.

“I think if they did have this, it would at-
tract a lot of different people to the U of W. 
I think it’s been one of the things that’s been 
missing from the U of W for a long time,” 
said fourth-year communications major 

Dan Verville. “A hockey team is definitely a 
viable option. We definitely have the talent 
here to put together a team.”

The task force's report also lists a number 
of services that could potentially be offered 
at the Iceberg. Among them is a new sports 
medicine clinic, additional classrooms, sem-
inar rooms and administrative offices.

The establishment of the Lifespan 
Research Institute would also be possible, 
according to Fitzpatrick. This would allow 
the Kinesiology department, as well as oth-
ers, to “research some of the determinants of 
physical activity” and the impact of partici-
pation in organized sports on the reduction 
of gang involvement, unplanned pregnancy 
and drug use.

Another potential outcome is the growth 
of the existing athletic therapy centre, which 
means that a Masters of Athletic Therapy 
degree could be offered at the U of W in 
upcoming years, possibly accompanied by a 
masters program in coaching.

The Iceberg is still looking for funding be-
fore it can be confirmed for development.

“We haven’t received firm commitment 
from our funders about receiving monies to 
build any sort of facility,” said Fitzpatrick, 
“We’ve had a number of discussions with 
potential funders, but nothing has been 
formalized.”

”I think if they did have 
this, it would attract a 
lot of different people 
to the u of w. I think 
it’s been one of the 
things that’s been 
missing from the u of 
w for a long time.”
-Dan Verville,  
university of Winnipeg student 
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SFu hit threes early and often against Winnipeg
Wesmen 
women lose 
to number one 
ranked clan

Brad peNNINgToN
volUNTeer STaff

On Friday, Feb. 6, the University of 
Winnipeg Wesmen (13-8) took on 
the Simon Fraser University Clan 
(21-1) in women's basketball action. 
SFU ended up on top as they dom-
inated Winnipeg 87-56.

The match started off close but 
SFU started hitting three pointer 
after three pointer and that kept 
the Wesmen down. Winnipeg also 
kept turning the ball over and the 
Clan's defence kicked in and took 
advantage of the Wesmen's sloppy 
passes and mistakes.

With the size of SFU’s players 
coupled with their shooting ability, 
it is easy to see why they are ranked 
number one in the country and 
how they can force a team like the 
Wesmen to turn over the ball.

“They’re a very good team,” said 
Wesmen guard Caitlin Gooch. 
“They run their offense well and 
find their shooters.”

It wasn’t until late in the second 
quarter when the Wesmen were 
able to force SFU to turn the ball 
over and Winnipeg brought the 
game a little closer. However, by 
the end of the first half the Wesmen 
were still trailing SFU 27-39.

The second half went about the 
same as the first. The Clan's Robyn 
Buna kept on connecting from the 
three point line and hit six of 13 
from beyond the arc, leading her 
team to victory.

High scorers for the Wesmen 
were Gooch with 17 points and 
fourth-year guard Randie Gibson 
who had 10 points on the night.

The next day the Wesmen 
women beat the Trinity Western 
University Spartans 74-54 on a 
night where Winnipeg's fourth-

year forward Jessica Stromberg 
earned a double-double with 11 
points and 12 rebounds.

The Wesmen men's basketball 
game against SFU was a lot closer, 
but the Clan still won by a score 
of 70-62. The high scorers of the 
night were guard Nick Lother of 
the Wesmen scoring 19 points and 
SFU's Matt Kuzminski who also 
scored 19 points.

The men's game against the 
Spartans had an unfortunate end-
ing for Wesmen fans as they 

dropped that game 62-70 despite 
third-year guard Nick Lother's 17 
point performance.

In volleyball action, both the 
women and men faced the cross-
town rivals, the Manitoba Bison.

The women were swept 0-3 in 
both games but, on a positive note, 
first-year Ariel Smith keeps improv-
ing as she led the Wesmen with 11 
kills in the first game, and seven in 
the second. In the years to come, 
she is going to be an offensive jug-
gernaut for Winnipeg.

The men were victorious 3-0 and 
3-1 as Alan Ahow led the first match 
with 13 kills and Andrew Town led 
the second match with 20.

Next for the Wesmen are the 
playoffs as the women's basketball 
team play host to the Bison starting 
on Thursday, Feb. 12. The men's 
basketball team travels to Regina 
to play the Cougars in their best 
of three while the men's volleyball 
team is off to Calgary to battle it 
out with the Dinos.

wesmen guard amy Ogidan looking for a pass against Simon Fraser on Friday, Feb. 6.

TREVoR H
AgAN
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SagaN morroW
volUNTeer STaff

The importance  
of vitamin d

Moaning about the temperature is a com-
mon pastime during a Winnipeg winter, but 
the cold weather has more of an influence on 
your health than you might think.

The lack of sunlight reaching our skin is 
cause for concern when it comes to our in-
take of vitamin D.

Most of the vitamins and minerals we re-
quire are not too difficult to incorporate into 
our diet when we know which foods they are 
found in. Vitamin D, however, is a special 
case.

Although it is found in a few natural 
foods, vitamin D is in its most potent form 
when our skin synthesizes it from sunlight. 
And this is simply not an option during 
many months of the year.

Vitamin D is essential for the absorption 
of calcium and phosphorous, two miner-

als that we need for strong bones and teeth. 
Even if we consume the recommended 
amounts of calcium and phosphorous in our 
diet, when we consume inadequate amounts 
of vitamin D the minerals can not be prop-
erly absorbed.

We need all three of these nutrients to 
protect and strengthen our bones, as well as 
to prevent many dangerous conditions and 
diseases such as osteoporosis, rickets, multi-
ple sclerosis and several types of cancer.

A recent study published in the U.S. 
Journal of Clinical Endocrinology and 
Metabolism suggests that vitamin D is di-
rectly related to the development of muscle 
power and force.

Good food sources of vitamin D include 
egg yolks, milk, cod and halibut liver oil, 
salmon and tuna (among other types of fish) 
and green leafy vegetables. Other food prod-
ucts such as butter and orange juice are now 
being fortified with it as well.

Because few of us eat all of these foods on 
a regular basis and in large enough quanti-
ties, it might be a good idea to take a vita-
min D supplement. Remember, however, 
that a supplement is not a replacement for 
real food and should only be used to comple-
ment your diet.

Vitamin D is a fat-
soluble vitamin, mean- ing it is 
not flushed out of our system the way wa-
ter-soluble vitamins are. This tends to be a 
good thing when our intake of the vitamin 
is reduced, as our body holds onto it and re-
tains it.

Fat-soluble vitamins can also be danger-
ous when we consume too much all at once; 
our bodies keep the nutrient in our system 
and may reach toxicity levels.

When it comes to vitamin D, this is gen-
erally a danger that only comes from taking 
too many supplements, as it is highly un-
likely that we consume enough foods with 
vitamin D in them on a regular basis to reach 
that extreme.

Over-zealous supplementation can lead 
to kidney stones, nausea, headaches, fatigue, 
and even weak bones and muscles (the very 
thing we’re trying to prevent!), among other 
symptoms.

University of Winnipeg student Sagan 
Morrow writes a health and wellness blog. 
Check it out at http://livinghealthyinthereal-
world.wordpress.com.

living well
marKo BIlaNdzIJa, SamUel SWaNSoN 
aNd Jo vIllaverde 

not Guilty FoR  
MuRdER chaRGE

Jason Stinson, a Louisville, 
Kentucky high school football 
coach, has pleaded not guilty to the 
homicide of 15-year-old offensive 
lineman Max Gilpin.

according to Si.com, Gilpin 
collapsed during a practice that was 
being held on a very hot day. Gilpin 
was reported to have been running 
sprints in his gear. Gilpin's medical 
records will be investigated during 
the proceedings of the trial due to a 
history of medical conditions.

Some of the Louisville community 
who believe that Stinson should 
not be held responsible for Gilpin's 
death came together to support 
the coach at a prayer gathering. 
Stinson played for the University of 
Louisville and the new york Giants 
for a brief period of time.

thERE is no Gold in 
pot sMokinG

Olympian swimmer Michael Phelps 
promised that he has puffed his last 
pipe of marijuana.

Just after being named the U.S. 
Olympics committee Sportsman of 
the year and the aP male athlete of 
the year, Phelps was found taking 
a puff from a pipe in a photo that 
was discovered in a tabloid called 
news of the world. according to 
TSn.ca, Phelps issued a response 
claiming that the suspension issued 
by the U.S. Olympics committee 
was fair and that he exhibited “bad 
judgment” for what he did.

The USOc claimed that Michael 
Phelps has acknowledged his 
mistake and apologized.

Blood, violEncE and 
contRovERsy at cFc

canadian Fighting championship’s 
first show on Feb. 6 was anything 
but a snoozer.

Dean Lewis suffered a career-
ending beat down at the hands of 
eric Perez. robin Black saw his first 
MMa win over Stephane Poirier via a 
triangle choke in the second round. 
Local undefeated fighters Justin 
Barnard and rodrigo Munduruca 
increased their flawless records; 
both are now 6-0.

Other local fighters who saw 
success in the ring include Jon 
henderson, Mark Durant, Dominick 
Blais, Lindsay hawkes and long-
time pro chris Fontaine. in the main 
event, “Dangerous” Dave Zuniga 
saw a controversial split-decision 
loss to Ottawa’s Mark holst.

FiGht not ovER yEt
after his loss to welterweight 

champion Georges “rush” St. Pierre, 
BJ Penn has a number of complaints 
about the fight.

according to Si.com, St. Pierre's 
cornerman accidentally rubbed 
Vaseline on St. Pierre's back making 
him slippery and not allowing Penn 
to get a grip on rush.

St. Pierre later explained that his 
cornerman was rubbing his back 
as a breathing technique and not 
to cheat.

The UFc has made a new rule 
that fighters can no longer provide 
their own cut men that handle 
the Vaseline and that the UFc will 
provide its own.

St. Pierre has offered a rematch, 
which Penn has accepted.

Recession? What recession?
yankees continue 
ridiculous 
spending habits

adam peleSHaTy
volUNTeer STaff

While the whole world is stuck in 
recession mode, Hank Steinbrenner 
and his New York Yankees are out 
for recess and want to play - except 
Steinbrenner and the Yankees are 
like the bullies of the playground 
looking to pick on all the poor 
kids.

The Yankees payroll will be 
around $200 million in 2009. By 
comparison, the reigning American 
League champs, the Tampa Bay 
Rays, had a relatively measly pay-
roll of $42 million last year.

Steinbrenner, president of the 

Yankees, has chosen not to re-sign 
Jason Giambi, Bobby Abreu and 
Mike Mussina but went ahead and 
signed first baseman Mark Teixeira 
and pitchers C.C. Sabathia and 
A.J. Burnett to big contracts in 
December. Their deals will have 
a combined monetary value of al-
most $425 million over many years.

In a time of collapsing econo-
mies, were the Yankees fiscally ir-
responsible in their spending? Yes. 
Should we blame them for the dis-
parity of team payrolls in baseball? 
Not exactly.

While the Yankees’ wealth and 
cash flow create an unfair advan-
tage when it comes to attracting 
high priced free agents, they are 
doing everything in their power to 
create a winning baseball team and 
it is perfectly within the rules of 
Major League Baseball.

Yet, it turns ridiculous when Alex 
Rodriguez made more money in 
2008 (around $25 million) than the 

entire Florida Marlins base-
ball team ($21 million). The 
blame should go towards 
Major League Baseball.

The MLB still uses the 
luxury tax system, where it 
penalizes teams who go over 
a certain amount of salary 
for their players, instead 
of a salary cap. This has al-
lowed richer teams, like 
the Yankees, the New York 
Mets and the Boston Red 

Sox, to sign any player they want 
while poorer teams like the Kansas 
City Royals, Washington Nationals 
and the Pittsburgh Pirates cannot 
afford to sign any big names.

However, it seems like a salary 
cap will never be implemented. If 
owners insisted on a hard salary 
cap on teams’ players, then surely, a 
players’ strike would happen again. 
Teams with high salaries would also 
be up in arms, as they believe that 
a salary cap would inhibit on their 
ability to field championship-cali-
bre teams.

Still, the Yankees must be aware 
of the times. They must realize that 
fewer people can afford to watch a 

MLB game and if they want to fi-
nance their new signings, they must 
get people in the stands.

The Yankees cannot continue to 
be the bullies of the sports world. 
Baseball’s economics seem to deny 
any existence of a recession but with 
people being laid off and health in-
surance being cut, it will be a diffi-
cult time for all professional sports 
teams.

It remains to be seen whether 
or not teams like the Yankees, the 
Mets and the Red Sox can weather 
the storm. For the Yankees, the 
forecast seems sunny but it is only 
because of their naivety.

RYAN JANZ

want to impress your sweetheart? 
Sure, you could send flowers,  

but why not write for The uniter instead? 

g

e-mail editor@uniter.ca or come by the office at the University 
of winnipeg, room OrM14, on the Bulman mezzanine level. 




