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BREAKOUT 

west  
TAKES OVER  
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BY DEBORAH REMUS

“IT’S JUST MUSIC”

A conversation with Pixies guitarist 
JOEY SANTIAGO



Our City,  Your Career!

12:00 pm- 7:00 pm
RBC Convention Centre Winnipeg

375 York Avenue

Free Admission

City of Winnipeg’s

Learn about City careers

For more information visit winnipeg.ca or call 311

Tuesday, October 7, 2014

Open to Everyone!

fright at the fort
Fear comes to Lower Fort 
Garry. Visit a Victorian 
wake, pose with the dead 
and finish the evening 
off with a beverage in the 
Thirsty Beaver Tavern.  

$15.10/adult

Tickets available online

For more information: 
parkscanada.gc.ca/garry 
204-785-6050
Thirsty Beaver Tavern offered 
by Friends of Lower Fort Garry



Winnipeg, this week I want you to do one of two 
things for me. 

Many of you went out and got Nuit Blanche’d last 
weekend, and it was great. As I left the venue of the 
show I was playing, I saw traffic backed up around 
the corner. People were wandering around the 
Exchange and it wasn’t Fringe or Jazz Fest. It started 
to rain a little (for effect?). The usual high skirts and 
heels of the bar scene weren’t seen - it was people 
dressed appropriately, on their way to or just coming 
from some sort of arts-related event. It warmed my 
icy heart a little. 

But this is just one night. One night when enough 
people to fill the MTS Centre went out and did some-
thing other than fill the MTS Centre. One night when 
people saw legitimate art being made in their own 
backyard/backlane. 

But the two things I want you to do are:
1) Make art year round. This is easy. You don’t 

need grant money. You don’t need the acceptance 
of your peers. You just need an idea. Make this for 
yourself. If you think it’s worth sharing, do your part 
to share it. If you just make it for you, that’s great to. 
You should get something out of the experience.

2) Experience art. Whether you check out a 
local singer/songwriter at Sam’s Place, a DJ at Union 
Sound Hall, an exhibit at Frame or a film screening in 
an Exchange District basement, just go see art. Many 
of you are already doing this. Many of you will just 
check out the bands you hear on the radio when they 
come through town, and that’s fine, but for $49.50 
and service fees, you and a friend can see a local 
band, buy a t-shirt, record and a few fancy sodas.  
Don’t just go see something because your friend is in 
it and then leave, experience the whole event. 

We’re trying to put the spotlight on what we can, 
Winnipeg, but sometimes you have to get us on your 
radar. Let us know what is going on by uploading the 
info for your event at uniter.ca/listings - or just email 
me, editor@uniter.ca, because we’d love to try and 
get the word out. 

-NJF

SUBMISSIONS OF ARTICLES, LETTERS, 
GRAPHICS AND PHOTOS are encouraged, 
however all new contributors (with the 
exception of letters to the editor) must 
attend a 45 minute volunteer orientation 
workshop to ensure that the volunteer 
understands all of the publication’s 
basic guidelines. Volunteer workshops 
take place Wednesdays from 12:30-1:20 
in room ORM14. Please email volunteer@
uniter.ca for more details. Deadline 
for advertisements is noon Friday, six 
days prior to publication. The Uniter 
reserves the right to refuse to print 
material submitted by volunteers. The 
Uniter will not print submissions that 
are homophobic, misogynistic, racist or 
libellous. We also reserve the right to 
edit for length/style. 
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Tina Jansen photographed mem-
bers of Noire, Federal Lights and 
Chez Willi, all playing BreakOut 
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From early on in her life, Janelle Nadeau 
knew exactly what she wanted to do. 

“I told my parents when I was three 
years old that I wanted to play the harp,” 
she says. “There was no other option or 
question. That’s what I wanted to do.”

It was a career path that may have 
seemed to be at odds with the profession 
of her parents, who are grain farmers in 
Fannystelle, MB. Regardless, they were 
always supportive of her goals. 

“My parents aren’t really musical, but 
music has always been a big part of their 
lives,” Nadeau says. “The radio was always 
on, and they took me to so many concerts 
and live music. It was quite a nurturing 
environment for me.”

That career path took her to Vancou-
ver, where there’s a high demand for such 
skills. Nadeau  has been playing almost 
non-stop ever since graduating from the 
University of British Columbia’s harp 
performance program in 2008.

“I’ve got lots of things on the go, play-
ing in orchestras, operas and touring 
with my musical group, Winter Harp,” 
she says. “Not everyone can make a liv-
ing playing music, so I feel very hon-
oured and quite thankful that I have  
that opportunity.”

All of those opportunities have culmi-
nated in the recording of her first album 
These Roads, an apt title considering the 
role of the places she’s been and people 
she’s met have had on her songwriting.

“All of my songs have been drawn 
directly from my life, and they’re inspired 
by the different paths I’ve been on,” 
Nadeau says. “From the country roads, 
to being in the city, I’m inspired by the 
amazing people I’ve encountered in  
my life.”

The album itself is unlike anything else 
on the market today. Nadeau describes it 
as “different and unique, yet wholly main-
stream.” It features not only her trade-

mark harp, but an array of various other 
instruments and vocals. While musician 
Stephen Fisk was instrumental in helping 
her through the recording process, every 
aspect of the record has Nadeau’s finger-
prints on it. 

“I was part of every step, including 
the production and album artwork,” she 
says. “I was so fortunate to have Stephen 
help me because he had a clear vision 
for the project and we were absolutely 
on the same wavelength. It’s so import-
ant to the creative process to be in sync 
with the producer, and if you have good 
people around you, you can make a  
good product.”

Jaylene Johnson, also from Winnipeg, 
played an equally significant role on the 
record, co-writing seven of the 12 songs. 

Although she lives in Vancouver now, 
Nadeau remains a proud Manitoban 
and comes back every chance she gets, 
including during the summer months 

where she still helps her parents with the  
crop harvest. 

“There’s just something good about it,” 
she says of her home province. “The people 
are good, and every time you meet a Mani-
toban it puts a smile on your face.”

Catch Janelle Nadeau’s These 
Roads release show at the West 
End Cultural Centre on October 8. 

Doors at 7:15, show at 8pm.

Tickets are $25 in advance at the 
WECC, Ticketmaster, Music Trader 
and the Folk Fest Music Store or 
$30 at the door.

Visit janellenadeau.com for more 
information. 

JAMES DOROSHUK

BEAT REPORTER

FROM 
COMBINES  
TO CDS
How a local prairie girl is 
making a name for herself

@HORCEFORCE

SUPPLIED

Ten years ago, legendary Boston quar-
tet Pixies reunited for a tour that almost 
kicked off in Winnipeg. It was some-
thing fans thought they’d never see after 
singer/guitarist Charles Thompson (aka 
Black Francis/Frank Black) ended the 
band in ’93. So now that Pixies have been 
reunited for longer than their first run, 
when the band (fleshed out by guitarist 
Joe Santiago, drummer David Lovering 
and bassist/vocalist Kim Deal) released 
five important records, toured the world 
and influenced a generation of kids with 
the trademark loud/quiet/loud formula, 
we’ve had to wait for a new LP.

Last year a free digital download, “Bag-
boy,” popped up online, followed by a 
series of 10” EPs, which were collected for 
this spring’s Indie Cindy CD. The disc is 
notable for its lack of Deal, who had been 
vocal for the last decade about not want-
ing to record and left Pixies last year.

“She’s dearly missed,” Santiago says over 
the phone from his home in Los Angeles. 

“At the end of the day it’s just sounds, it’s 
just music. It kind of makes you weary, 
though. What if I get replaced?”

Replacing Deal, who released a series 
of solo 7” singles over the last year, is just 
what the band did. After trying out Muffs 
guitarist Kim Shattuck for a bit, Pixies 
have found a new bassist in Paz Lenchan-
tin (A Perfect Circle).

“Her attitude and her mannerism in 
the studio was right on,” Santiago says of 
Lenchantin, who doesn’t appear on Indie 
Cindy but played on the “Women of War” 
7”. “She knows how to blend in and she 
had great ideas. If we ever make a record 
it’ll be with her. We’ve still got our own 
sound though, you know? I don’t wanna 

pat myself on the back (laughs) but I’d 
like to say that I’m a part of that sound.”

And he is. The band is just as known 
for Thompson’s manic howl as it is for 
Santiago’s six string controlled chaos.

“It’s just from listening to a bunch of 
records that I’m interested in, the sounds 
of what they come up with,” he says. 
“From the Yardbirds to Hendrix. It’s 
nothing new but I just beat the shit out 
of it and ram the idea down on tape. We 
still call it tape.”

Santiago isn’t romantic about his time 
recording with Steve Albini or Gil Nor-
ton (who returned to produce the 2012 
Indie Cindy sessions) on tape, he simply 
wants to make records.

“I just capture the sounds, doesn’t mat-
ter what the medium is,” he says. “Record-
ing is a cool process. If someone could fig-
ure out how to record with a couch, that 
would be exciting for me too.”

The band is known for heading into 
the studio and creating sounds on the 
spot, something the guitarist notes hap-
pened quite a bit this time around.

“It’s more spur-of-the-moment and 
keeps us on our toes,” he says. “It’s always 
bound to be a really great song because 
Charles is inspired to do it on the spot 
and we’re inspired when he brings an idea 
in, it’s great.”

The new songs have been discussed 
pretty heavily online, in that they don’t 
sound like classic Pixies. But what band 
wants to make the same record the same 
way, especially 20 years later? The 10” EPs 
were released with no promo whatsoever.

“We never have felt a need to announce 
when a record’s gonna come out,” San-
tiago says. “I actually don’t get it. ‘The 
record’s gonna come out four months 
from now, blah blah blah.’ It’s not like 
people are gonna start saving up their 
10 dollars, you know? Just put out the 
fuckin’ album and we’ll see what it does.”

Pixies play the Burton Cummings 
Theatre on October 9 at 7:30pm.

UK duo Royal Blood opens.

Tickets are $85.75 + fees at Tick-
etmaster.

Visit pixiesmusic.com for more 
information.

ANDY KEILEN

NICHOLAS FRIESEN

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCK ME, JOE
In conversation with Pixies 
guitarist Joey Santiago

@NICHOLASTRONAUT

MUSIC
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In theatres now
For animation junkies like myself, it’s encour-
aging any time a stop motion film makes its 
way to multiplexes. When it’s the new film 
from Laika, the animation studio behind 
the excellent Coraline and Paranorman, it’s 
grounds for genuine excitement. While the 
company’s newest feature, The Boxtrolls, isn’t 
anywhere near the fun labyrinth that Coraline 
was, it’s still a fun and gorgeous stop frame 
animated movie that never feels rote or 
derivative.
The Boxtrolls is about boxtrolls, who are … 
trolls that wear boxes. The trolls steal trash 
from humans to make complex machines, and 
they’re raising an orphan human boy named 
Eggs (Isaac Hempstead-Wright). They live 
beneath Cheesebridge, a vaguely steampunk 
aristocratic city where a ruling elite demon-
strates its power through the eating and 
critiquing of fine cheese. When an ambitious 
pest controller (Ben Kingsley) makes it his goal 
to exterminate the boxtrolls and rise to the 

cheese-eating aristocracy, it’s up to Eggs and 
his cohorts to stop him.

The movie looks amazing. The character 
and set design are unique and totally creative. 
The movement of the camera and characters 
are smoother and more fluid than any stop 
motion film I’ve seen before. The animators do 
things with light and smoke that seem like they 
should be impossible in this medium.

The best sequences are the ones involving 
the trolls, where story and character develop-
ment are achieved without dialogue: this brand 
of purely visual storytelling is what animation 
is all about. Still, The Boxtrolls could be much 
more than it is. Despite a stellar voice cast, the 
dialogue-driven scenes falter where the visual 
ones succeed. Character motivations become 
muddied by plot contrivances.

The Boxtrolls is far from a disappointment. 
I just wish that, with all the time and effort put 
into the look and design, they’d spent more 
time on the script.

THOMAS PASHKO

THE BOXTROLLS

In theatres now
The Equalizer is based on a TV show from the 
‘80s starring Edward Woodward. I’ve never seen 
that show, so I can’t vouch for how faithful the 
new film adaptation is to the series. All I can 
attest to is how well 2014’s The Equalizer works 
as a film. That is to say, not very well at all.

This Equalizer stars Denzel Washington as 
Robert McCall, a middle-aged widower working 
in the stockroom of a hardware store. He lives 
a lonely existence, and he’s coy about his past. 
Director Antoine Fuqua thinks that coyness is 
reason enough for the audience to accept that 
Robert is actually not the timid shelf-stocker, 
but a finely tuned killing machine and some 
sort of retired super soldier.

Robert discovers that Teri (Chloë Grace 
Moretz), a teenage girl who frequents the 
same diner as him, is being forced to work as a 
prostitute for the Russian mob. Thus, it’s time 
for Robert to come out of retirement. 

I have a problem with movies that exploit 
sexual violence to manipulate their audiences. 
In Equalizer, the villains’ involvement in sex 
slavery is purely a tool of manipulation. Fuqua 
touches a raw nerve with the audience by 
showing sickening and immoral acts, rather 
than working to make the audience feel some-
thing. Their depiction here isn’t narratively 
justified. It’s exploitative and lazy.

This whole film feels like a shallow attempt 
at giving Washington the Liam Neeson treat-
ment. You know, take a respected, middle-aged 
dramatic actor and turn him into an action 
star. I’m not saying Denzel can’t pull it off, but 
this ham-fisted, humourless movie isn’t the 
one that’ll do it. From the clichéd dialogue 
to the weak villains (who border on racist 
Russian caricatures), The Equalizer is a dumb, 
predictable slog.

THOMAS PASHKO

THE EQUALIZER
SUPPLIED

SUPPLIED

The Best of Hot Docs, happening Oct. 3 
to 5 at Cinematheque, features the Win-
nipeg premiere of five new documentaries 
chosen from the line-up of the largest 
annual documentary festival in North 
America. 

The National Screen Institute (NSI) 
has partnered with Hot Docs, On Screen 
Manitoba and the Documentary Orga-
nization of Canada (DOC) to present a 
selection of the most beloved films from 
the 2014 Hot Docs Canadian Interna-
tional Documentary Festival, which 
takes place every spring in Toronto. The 
Winnipeg screening series is facilitated by 
NSI, which plays a key role in the festival.

“Our job is to bring the films to as 
many Winnipeggers as possible,” explains 
Laura Friesen, communications coordi-
nator at NSI. “This is an opportunity for 
the people of Winnipeg to see some of the 
best that Hot Docs has to offer.”

The screening series opens on Oct. 3 
with Alive Inside, which focuses on elderly 
nursing home residents, whose lives are 
changed through the transformative 
power of music. It’s a film that surprised 
Friesen.

“I found it to be extremely heartfelt,” 
Friesen admits. “It shows these people 
suffering from Alzheimer’s or dementia 
being reintroduced via iPod to the music 
of their youth. It brings out their memo-
ries and feelings that they haven’t experi-
enced in years. And it’s really sensitively 
made. It’s incredible to see. I think it’s the 
perfect subject for a documentary.”

Advanced Style continues the theme of 
elderly empowerment with a look at the 
most stylish, 60-plus ladies of New York 
City, on Saturday, Oct. 4. In what is sure 
to be a fan favourite, To Be Takei chroni-
cles the storied life and loves of Star Trek’s 
Mr. Sulu, the great George Takei. It also 
screens Saturday night.

The lone Canadian film, Slums: Cit-
ies of Tomorrow, plays the following day. 
It explores first-person accounts of life 

in shanties, ghettos and favelas all over 
the world, constituting the festival’s  
heaviest tale.

“That film profiles architects and city 
planners, people who are looking at slums 
differently, not necessarily looking at 
them in a negative way,” Friesen posits. 
“As cities grow so quickly and spread, this 
might actually be a good way of accom-
modating a lot of people in urban areas. It 
puts a positive spin on slum living. It’s an 
alternative take.”

The series will conclude on Sunday 
evening with An Honest Liar, a film 
about the legendary magician and skep-
tic James “The Amazing” Randi, who 
has dedicated his life to exposing frauds 
and profiteers. The films selected were 
all chosen by popularity from the 2014 
Hot Docs programming lineup. Friesen 
insists the spirit of the festival lies in the  
audience’s enjoyment.

“The reaction has been good,” she 
says. “It always brings out different sorts 
of film fans and documentary fans. It’s a 
very wide range of Winnipeggers, which 
is great to see.”

For Friesen, the Best of Hot Docs is just 
another feature of Winnipeg’s horizon 
expanding downtown night life.

“It is so good to see more people 
coming downtown and going to Cine-
matheque, especially those that may not 
usually be into that sort of thing,” Friesen 
remarks.

DUCKING OUT FOR  
SOME DOCS
NSI screens Toronto Hot Docs favourites  
for Winnipeg audiences

TONY HINDS

BEAT REPORTER

@THETONYHINDS

Best of Hot Docs Film Festival

Oct. 3 - 5

Cinematheque - 100 Arthur Street

All-Access Passes: $30 (all five 
screenings)

4-Packs: $27

Individual Tickets: $9

For tickets/more information, 
please go to hotdocs.ca/docsoup/
doc_soup_winnipeg

SUPPLIED

FILM

Slums: Cities of Tomorrow



Even though Diana Thorneycroft and 
Michael Boss are a wife-husband duo, 
Hogs and Horses - their fifth collabora-
tive exhibit - might not initially seem 
like a totally natural fit: sketches and 
paintings of motorbikes serve as Boss’ 
contribution, while Thorneycroft is 
responsible for the creation of an assort-
ment of disfigured and reconstructed 
model horses.

“We just like the sound of ‘Hogs and 
Horses,’” says Thorneycroft, the cele-
brated creator of Group of Seven Awkward 
Moments. “It sounds great. They’re both 
forms of transportation.” 

Until very recently Boss was the head 
of studio programs at the Winnipeg  
Art Gallery.

“It was kind of a lark, in a way. We 
liked the title. Ultimately, it’s about our 
obsessions,” he adds. 

Boss certainly chose the correct word 
for it. He was taken for his first motor-
cycle ride when he was four years old, a 

tale he recalls with wistfulness. His father 
drove him down the lane on his uncle’s 
black Harley. His mom photographed 
them in the parking lot - a moment Boss 
has since based a multitude of pieces on. 
It was the beginning of it all.

“From that moment on, I wanted a 
motorcycle,” he explains. “From age four. 
I dreamed about it.”

The next 46 years passed without actu-
alizing that desire. Everything changed 
on Boss’s 50th birthday when his daugh-
ter bought him a black 1979 Harley off 
of Kijiji. He acquired two more bikes in 
recent years; both Harleys, obviously. But 
the fact that Boss finally got his hands 
on the actual things didn’t slow down his 
bike-related artwork. 

“If he hasn’t been drawing them, he’s 
been driving them,” his wife reports with 
a laugh.

Thorneycroft’s journey was markedly 
different. While travelling in a Chinese 
economic development zone, she saw a 
woman singing atop a small speaker. The 
busker was significantly disfigured, the 
obvious result of major burns. The only 
part of her face that was still in its orig-
inal place was her eyes. They didn’t look 
up when Thorneycroft gave her change. It’s 
haunted her for years. 

Thorneycroft was especially reminded 
of the scene when she accidentally over 
baked plastic Sculpey in an oven. She soon 
began a process of intentionally disfigur-
ing model horses, embellishing them with 
everything from cloth, to the hand of a GI 
Joe doll, to midges that once infested an art 
camp she was teaching at. Each gorgeously 
constructed horse has a removable tongue, 
a feature that subtly references West Afri-
can voodoo art.

“The plastic toy horse is so ubiquitous,” 
she notes. “It’s also a profoundly beautiful 
animal. Conceptually, I don’t know quite 
know how to marry [the exploration of 
disabilities and African art]. And maybe it’s 
not important that I marry them.”

The same approach can perhaps be 
taken when viewing the collaborative 
exhibit. If one digs, there’s discernible par-
allels: Boss notes that both he and Thorn-
eycroft are driven by similar notions of jus-
tice, although the characteristic manifests 
in distinct manners. 

At the very least, Hogs and Horses rep-
resents two of Winnipeg’s finest artists 
collaborating. It’s something that should 
satisfy any of us.

Hogs and Horses will be featured at Gurevich 
Fine Art from Friday, Oct. 3 to Sunday, Oct. 26.

ADDICTIVE 
ART
Diana Thorneycroft and 
Michael Boss reveal 
years of obsession  
in latest exhibit

JAMES WILT

ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR

@UNITER_CULTURE

ARTS

SUPPLIED

Nature’s long been a great source of inspi-
ration for visuals arts, and not only in 
the annoyingly overt terms of Thomas 
Kinkade. Take Winnipeg artist Ingrid 
McMillan as a most excellent example: 
Dream Home, her most recent exhibit, 
was birthed from many years of walking 
in St. Vital Park. But the 15 original works 
certainly aren’t sketches of squirrels. 

Dream Home is concerned with the 
interaction of human consciousness with 
wild spaces. Many layers of paint were 
delicately applied to wood and canvas. 
Some represent the flood of 2010, while 
others meditate on settling snow. Each is 
an attempt to seek answers to the same 

questions the Romanticists pondered 
long ago: how can emotional - some may 
say spiritual - beings relate to nature in a 
hyper-rational world?

“I would pick up anything randomly 
at my feet - there would be cigarette 
butts, or pieces of wood - and without 
judging would stick anything in a plastic 
bag and go back to work and stick it in 
Model Magic and create the surface of 
the park in snow,” explains McMillan, 
who also works as an art teacher with the 
Pembina Trails School Division. “I used 

toy cars for the treads of the tires, and 
that rhythm of walking the pavement.”

Remarkably, Dream Home is McMillan’s 
second gallery opening of 2014, hot on the 
heels of the fascinating Brain Uncoiled, 
which sought to explore the intricacies 
of the human brain and psyche. For that 
project she selected 18 emotions, including 
shame, hope and humility. Cotton cord 
was used as cerebral cortex, freshwater 
pearls as neurons, glitter as synapses firing.

“Dream Home is a continuation of the 
themes of Brain Uncoiled, but the setting 

has evolved from a petri dish to Winni-
peg’s own St. Vital Park, where I walk 
every morning,” she notes. “Dream Home 
is about that evolving consciousness that 
started with the Slow Movement external 
observation, went to the brain and has 
now extended to nature.”

Another personal byproduct of the daily 
walks was a marked calming of McMil-
lan’s artistic process. In the past, each work 
would take up to 80 hours to complete. 
That’s changed. For one, they’re smaller. 
She also notes that her process isn’t as fran-
tic. The process of creating Dream Home 
was more like plucking ideas off an assem-
bly line and applying them in studio, as 
opposed to forcing them out. 

“I look at the trees and how they just 
show up, no matter the conditions of 
their environment,” McMillan explains. 
“They’re ego-less. They survive. So I 
applied that presence to myself. I noticed 
my fear or worry or preoccupation with 
imagining; I just wanted to be like the trees 
and the grasses that just exist in nature and 
transcend my ego and petty distractions.

“I think it’s really essential that we do 
commune with nature,” she concludes. “It 
really has healed my own frenetic pace that 
I had at one time in my life. I do attribute 
it to the acceleration of technology. I think 
that the reversal is kicking in very slowly. 
Watching nature daily and making some 
work changes has helped me recognize that 
I too am just nature.”

Step into the Dream Home Friday, Oct. 3 to 
Tuesday, Oct. 14 at Cre8ery Gallery and Studio.

A WALK IN  
THE WOODS
Ingrid McMillan redirects 
nature thoughts into 
captivating canvasses

JAMES WILT

ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR

@UNITER_CULTURE

SUPPLIED
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b
reak out your earplugs one 
more time, Winnipeg. Things 
are about to get loud as our 
city wraps up the Year of 

Music with BreakOut West, the third and 
final music awards event of 2014.

Unlike March’s JUNO Awards  and 
September’s Aboriginal Peoples Choice 
Music Awards, BreakOut West is focused 
solely on the western portion of Canada.

It all started in 1995 when Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta teamed up for 
a series of conferences and music festivals 
called All Indie Weekend.

By 2003, British Columbia and the 
Yukon joined forces to create the Western 
Canada Music Alliance Inc. and the first 
Western Canada Music Week and Awards 

was hosted in Regina.
In 2014, the entire four day event is now 

known as BreakOut West, and it includes 
a festival, conferences and the WCMAs.

Winnipeg is hosting for the first time 
since 2006, though the nearby city of 
Brandon was selected in 2009.

“Business is our primary goal,” Break-
Out West executive director Robyn Stew-
art says. “We want to help create business 
opportunities for artists to move to the 
next level, such as performing at an inter-
national festival or helping them secure a 
booking agent.” 

This year the Western Canadian Music 
Awards includes 21 categories for musi-
cians and 9 categories for the industry 
professionals that make everything hap-

pen behind-the-scenes.
Manitobans earned 44 nominations 

and can be found in every category 
except Spiritual Recording of the Year, 
Rock Recording of the Year, Rap/Hip-
Hop Recording of the Year, Instrumen-
tal Recording of the Year and Country 
Recording of the Year.

This is also the tenth time Winnipeg’s 
Paquin Entertainment Group is up for 
Agency of the Year, a WCMA it’s annually 
taken home since 2004.

“They’ve honestly won it so many years 
in a row because they do such a great job 
of supporting what we do,” Stewart says.

“The main purpose of these awards is 
to just recognize all the hard work every-
one is putting in to make the music  

industry possible.”
For musicians to be considered for the 

2014 WCMAs all recordings must have 
been released between January 1, 2013 and 
March 31, 2014.

All solo musicians and 50% of members 
in a particular band need to have lived in 
Western Canada for at least six consecutive 
months during that time period.

It’s also recommended that they’re a 
member of a Western Canadian Music 
Industry Association such as Manitoba 
Music, which entitles them to a 10% dis-
count off of submission fees.

Non-members are charged $45 to apply 
to play the festival, $40 to apply for an 
award and $60 if they wish to do both.

“The money basically helps produce the 
festival. We are a non-profit organization 
and everything goes back into the event,” 
Stewart says.

The award nominees are determined by 
a panel of jurors who are selected for their 
impartiality, geographic location and musi-
cal expertise to narrow each category down 
to five releases.

Electronic voting is open to all members 
of the Western Canadian Music Indus-
try Associations and the jurors to deter-
mine who will be announced as winners 
on Sunday, Oct. 5 at the Club Regent  
Event Centre.

“There are some exceptions. We don’t 

ANYWHERE THE ENTIRE 
INDUSTRY IS TOGETHER IN 
ONE PLACE IS ALWAYS A GOOD 
OPPORTUNITY TO TRY AND GET 
YOUR NAME OUT THERE.”- ELISE ROLLER, PIPE & HAT

“

Cassidy MannNoire

SUPPLIED



The Garrick Hotel’s unofficial BreakOut 
Best showcase series happens Oct. 2-4. 
Visit facebook.com/GarrickHotelWinni-
peg for more information.

BreakOut West showcases happen at 
various venues across the city on Oct. 
3 & 4 and feature local and out-of-town 
artists. Wristbands are available for $20 
at Music Trader and the Folk Fest Music 
Store.

BreakOut West conference registration 
is closed, but walk-up registration is 
available for some events, which take 
place at various venues across the city 
Oct. 3-5.

The Western Canadian Music Awards 
happen Oct. 5 at the Club Regent Event 
Centre and is hosted by Grant Lawrence, 
featuring performances from Federal 
Lights, Fred Penner, The Deep Dark 
Woods, Dan Mangan and more. Tickets 
are available at Ticketmaster. 

For more information, visit  
breakoutwest.ca

open up categories like jazz and classical to 
our general membership and those are just 
determined by the jurors,” Stewart says.

“For the festival we look at all the appli-
cations and start piecing the showcases 
together. We’re looking at which bands are 
export ready and already have an album 
out, among other things.”

Most categories stay the same, but newer 
ones emerge if there’s enough demand, 
which happened last year with Metal/Hard 
Music Recording of the Year.

Noire released its debut full-length, 
Dark Reverence, in October 2013 and is the 
only Manitoba metal group nominated in 
that category.

The band also plays a showcase for 
metal, punk and hard rock at the Zoo on 
Saturday, Oct. 4 with Vampires, Triggers, 
All Else Fails and Waster.

“We sent in an application, but we’re still 
surprised that we made the cut and that there 
was even a metal category. It feels good and 
it validates our efforts a little bit,” 32-year-old 
guitarist Bob Fitzgerald says.

“I don’t know just how helpful all of this is 
yet. We’ll have to see. We’ve only been mem-
bers of Manitoba Music for two years, but 
without them we wouldn’t even know about 
BreakOut West in the first place.”

18-year-old Winnipeg folk-pop songwriter 
Cassidy Mann released her second EP, Blue 
Skies and Bright Eyes, in August 2013 and 

is nominated for Aboriginal Recording of  
the Year.

She also headlines a showcase on Satur-
day, Oct. 4 at the Folk Exchange with Zach-
ary Lucky, Boreal Sons and Chloe Albert.

“This is my first time going to Break-
Out West, but I have known of people that 
have been before. Arun Chaturvedi mixed 
and mastered my latest EP and he won a 
WCMA [2011 Producer of the Year] a cou-
ple of years ago,” she says.

“I’m most excited to play the festival and 
hopefully showcase for some industry peo-
ple that I wouldn’t normally get the chance 
to see or talk to. It’s also going to be my first 
full band show. In the past I’ve just been 
doing solo gigs by myself.”

The networking is a huge component and 
BreakOut West also holds a series of con-
ferences with industry professionals such 
as Union Events talent buyer Josh Boser 
and Hidden Pony Records president Mike 
Renaud.

“My favourite part is the one-on-one 
mentoring sessions where we get industry 
professionals and the artists meeting for 
short sessions. They might get 15 minutes 
with someone they’d never be able to get 
on the phone with otherwise and I think 
that’s when the real business gets done,”  
Stewart says.

Of course BreakOut West can’t recognize 
everyone and some people aren’t letting the 

rejection get them down.
Calgary pop-rockers Fever Feel are among 

13 musicians playing unofficial showcases 
at the Garrick Hotel from Oct. 2 - Oct. 4 
thanks to Colleen Krueger from the Land-
locked Agency and Elise Roller from Pipe 
& Hat, a Winnipeg label that’s nominated 
for the Independent Record Label WCMA.

“When we realized the bands still wanted 
to keep playing and the venue was open we 
decided to put these unofficial showcases 
together so the bands can still have the 
opportunity to come out and invite people 
on their own terms. Anywhere the entire 
industry is together in one place is always a 
good opportunity to try and get your name 
out there,” Roller says.

“There’s always someone that has to be 
left out, but it doesn’t mean that they are 
less talented, that’s just how it works out 
sometimes,” adds Gary Birshtein, who has 
owned the Garrick Hotel since 2008.

If nothing else, BreakOut West seems 
to get people talking about music, whether 
their favourite musicians made the cut, were 
rejected or just didn’t bother applying in the 
first place.

“We realize any given weekend there’s lots 
of different artists playing in Winnipeg,” 
Stewart says.

“We just hope people check out as much 
music as they can.”



You are invited to an

INFORMATION SESSION
Monday Oct. 6th · 7 pm – 9 pm

Wellness Institute at Seven Oaks 
General Hospital

1075 Leila Avenue, Winnipeg, MB (Room #4)

All attendees will receive $500 bursary*
*Cannot be combined with other bursaries.

Please RSVP to 
rsvp@stenbergcollege.com or 

by tel: 1-866-580-2772 
1-866-580-2772
www.stenbergcollege.com   

In just 60 weeks you can become a 
CARDIOLOGY TECHNOLOGIST
• Wages range from $24.27 - $32.46/hour
• LEARN ONLINE – Guided online learning, instructor-led, in a highly 

supported environment

•  Accredited by the Canadian Medical Association (CMA) & recognized by 
the Canadian Society of Cardiology Technologists (CSCT)

• 92% of Stenberg grads fi nd employment in their chosen fi eld within 
6 months of program completion

You may be eligible for government student loans, 
grants and bursaries.

LEARN ONLINE Guided online learning, instructor-led, 
in a highly supported environment

Guided online learning, instructor-led, in a highly 

•  Accredited by the Canadian Medical Association (CMA) & recognized by 

Due to overwhelming demand a 

2nd  Inform
atio

n Session 

has been added

Due to overwhelming demand
a 2nd Information Session has been added

“Now that I’m fi nished and I see what my future is, 
I wouldn’t change anything… I think it was the best 
decision I ever made.” – Darlene K, RCT, Stenberg grad

THE COLUMN

Seven years ago this month I quit drink-
ing. Two years ago I wrote about it for a 
Uniter blog post, and the gist of it is that I 
didn’t quit because I was an alcoholic, sim-
ply because I didn’t like who I was when I 
drank. I put down a Lucky (ugh) at a party 
and said “I’m out” and that was it.

I drank from ages 15-24 (hey, Jeff 
Tweedy quit drinking at 24 and he 
turned out alright, eventually) and for a 
long time I joked that I would “get into 
enough trouble sober” but that’s not really 
the case anymore. I’m relatively boring by 
most peoples’ standards. Aside from peo-
ple acting strange around me for doing 
something kind of normal, it’s been fine.

Additionally, I’ve never done drugs. 
Heck, I’ve never even smoked a cigarette. 
I think I drunkenly tried once and then 
drunkenly tried to mail it.

That isn’t to say that I haven’t been 
offered. I’ve had plenty of polite friends 

and pushy strangers offer whatever it was 
they were smoking/snorting/shooting, 
but I’ve always declined. It wasn’t because 
I saw a PSA (“I learned it by watching 
you!”) or because someone told me not 
to. I mean, whenever someone told me 
to watch The Wire I put it off for another 
year, so I like doing the opposite of a sug-
gestion. I just never did any of it because 
it didn’t interest me. “How do you know 
until you try?” Well, I’ve never tried line 
dancing, murder or origami, either.

Logistically speaking I’ve never been a 
person who has felt comfortable plunking 
down money on something that will be 
gone in moments. From fancy food to 
amusement park rides, it doesn’t make 
much sense to me. That, and I’ve always 
had friends who do a lot of it. It kind of 
seems like a waste of time. People make a 
lot of plans when they’re high and rarely 
follow up on anything. I’m someone 
who actually, you know, wants to get shit 
done. Basically I’m too motivated to try 
your drug of choice.

I can count on one hand how many 
people I know that are in the same posi-

tion as me (especially at my age, 31). It’s 
less common than being a virgin or liking 
the final two seasons of The X-Files.

Using just seems like name dropping 
to me, or going somewhere just to say 
you were there. “I was at (trendy bar) last 
night doing (drug of choice) and I saw 
(member of Kids in the Hall) and I totally 
yelled ‘Jerry Sizzler!’” It all kind of falls 
into this fake, uncertain world in which 
people make believe that reality doesn’t 
exist (which I guess is the point).  

When I quit drinking, people weren’t 
sure if they could enjoy a beverage in front 
of me. Please, enjoy. Same with anything 
else you’re into - it feels strange to me that 
people would hide this. Eight years in and 
it’s still kind of uncomfortable, because 
when you tell people that you don’t drink, 
they ask “not at all?” Correct. “What’s 
wrong with you?” is the follow up. There’s 
usually something about how I look too 
thin (lose weight by quitting drinking, 
whether you want to or not) followed 
by a discussion about my diet. This is all 
socially acceptable to most. Not getting 
drunk or high? Too much for most peo-

ple. I also get the “straight edge” question 
a lot. I’m a person, just like you, but no, I 
don’t identify as such.

There’s also a big argument about 
the legalization of it all, which is some-
thing I’m not going to bother discuss-
ing because again, hey, go for it. You do 
you. There are plenty of things that are 
legal (Pilates, fly fishing) that I’ve never 
tried and again, have no interest in. It’s 
not about legal vs illegal for me, I’ve 
done (things removed to not upset NJF’s 
Grandma) plenty of times.

Sometimes I worry I might alienate 
myself by not getting drunk or high, but 
maybe I’m less social because I’m 31 and 
prefer to stay at home with my fiancée 
and dog and watch a PVR’s worth of Six 
Feet Under. I used to go out, and I don’t 
as much anymore, because I don’t care if I 
have a Friday night story.

Blink 182 was right, I guess this is grow-
ing up. I just didn’t have to tell as many 
dick and fart jokes to get here.

Nicholas Friesen doesn’t play video games either, 
for a lot of the same reasons.

WITH NICHOLAS FRIESEN

@NICHOLASTRONAUT

NJF

UNPOPULAR OPINIONS



11OCTOBER 2, 2014//THE UNITER

Over the past decade, the University of 
Winnipeg campus has expanded consid-
erably. The Richardson College, McFeetors 
Hall, the Buhler Centre, and the AnX are 
a few among many admirable additions to 
the campus. The newest addition, opened in 
September, is an indoor recreational facility 
called the UNITED Health and RecPlex.

The RecPlex houses a full-size turf 
field which can be used for soccer, foot-
ball and lacrosse as well as a 60m sprint 
track, a long jump and triple jump track, 
a gymnasium, a multi-purpose room, an 
underground parkade, retractable bat-

ting cages, a student lounge, and a rock  
climbing wall. 

General Manager of Athletic and Well-
ness Facilities, Dean Melvie explains that 
the facilities will not only serve the Univer-
sity sports teams, there is also a substantial 
mandate for community groups and Uni-
versity groups. Students and community 
members have access to the RecPlex facili-
ties during drop-in hours, free of cost. 

“You don’t have to be a [Wesmen] ath-
lete to take part in the activities in the 
RecPlex. It’s here for everyone to come in, 
participate and enjoy,” Melvie notes.

The acoustic and ventilation systems 
within the multi-purpose room accom-
modates everything from yoga to aerobics 
to smudging ceremonies and drumming 
circles. The turf field serves for such activ-
ities as dodgeball and ultimate, while the 
gymnasium can be used for wrestling, vol-
leyball and basketball. And, if you need a 
place to study, you can head to the comfy 
second-floor student lounge.

Wesmen sports teams benefit from the 
new complex as well. Since the soccer pro-
gram is still new to the University, both 
teams have struggled to find quality fields 
in the inner-city area for training sessions, 
sometimes having to travel far distances 
or settle for sub-par field conditions. This 
space allows athletes a quality field to prac-
tice, right in the heart of campus.

“I’m really pleased with it. It has helped 
us in training and to become a better 
team,” says fifth-year defender, Gaetan 
Infantino. “Before we would have to prac-
tice at Sturgeon where it was a 15 - 20 min-
ute drive from school. Now we are right on 
campus and only a couple of minutes away 
from our classes so it’s a lot more conve-
nient for everyone.”

The new facilities will also have an 
important impact on the Inner City Junior 
Wesmen program, available free for boys 
and girls of all ages in a variety of sports. 

One of the primary drivers of the inner-
city soccer program and Wesmen men’s 
soccer head coach Pedro Daza appreciates 
the generosity of donors who supported 
the construction of the complex and con-
tinue to support the various inner city pro-
grams offered through Wesmen. He notes 

the complex is an important asset to the 
inner-city community. 

“I think this will be a central place for 
them [inner-city youth] to be and a safe 
place to be,” Daza says. 

Now that you have heard from some of 
the RecPlex’s fans, what do you think of 
the new facility?
Janelle Deniset is in the Political Science 
Honours program at the University of Winnipeg. 
She was on the Wesmen Women’s soccer team 
for 4 years.

DAVID JACKS

Like many students, I work at the mall. 
This means I spend what most might 
call an appalling amount of time there. 
My store also lacks a back room where 
employees can eat mall lunches consisting 
of mediocre pizza and fried rice among 
the stock boxes, so I spend more time than 
most watching people shop.

Recently, I’ve noticed the vast major-
ity of the mall population looks curiously 
similar, beyond the fact that the majority 
of people at the mall appear to be white, 

middle class and are predominantly 
women. The uniformity in their clothing 
is remarkable (think of how many women 
you’ve seen wearing military-style jackets 
with tights, combat boots and toques so 
far this season) - they probably shop at  
the mall.

The mall is a petri dish of modern, con-
sumerist class struggle. Anyone who has 
been to high school can probably under-
stand that everyone, at least on some 
level, desperately wants to fit in. The mall 
allows people to attempt to catapult them-
selves into the middle class, because what 
appears more middle class than shopping 
at the mall? Perhaps only wearing the 

clothes you purchased there. As a result, 
homogeneity in style and taste is created 
based on those who can afford to shop at 
the mall and those who wish to appear 
that they can. 

While the mall appears to provide end-
less style options, whatever the stores are 
selling will be sought after as socioeco-
nomic status symbols. This gives compa-
nies incredible power but also means that 
an incredible amount of individuality is 
lost (think once again about the epidemic 
of Lululemon tights and Ugg boots).

I fear for the loss of originality that malls 
perpetuate. I know the days of the general 
store that sold everything from canning 

jars to flour to long-johns are long gone, 
but how did we end up with sprawling 
buildings complete with bowling alleys, 
restaurants and amusement parks? I sug-
gest we attempt to find a middle ground. 

For the sake of the small business and 
of the handmade, we should all do bet-
ter. Take for example, Osborne Village’s 
Sew Dandee, which closed only last week. 
Of course, this should all be taken with a 
grain of salt, as this article comes from the 
mind of a mall employee and was written 
atop an Ikea desk.

I guess we can all do better next time.

Robyn Otto is a German major with mild caffeine 
and major pug addictions.

Enjoy a Community Open House 
for the UNITED Health and  
RecPlex on Sunday Oct. 5, 2014, 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm.

MIKE SUDOMA

YOU’RE NOT 
YOUR F-CKING 
KHAKIS
On combat boots  
and mall culture

COMMENTS 

JANELLE DENISET

VOLUNTEER STAFF

THREE CHEERS 
FOR THE NEW 
RECPLEX
A winning space for students,  
athletes and the community

For more information, please visit www.LGAmanitoba.ca

Scholarships 
for alcohol or  
gambling research
Up to $10,000 of financial support available  
for graduate students conducting alcohol  
or gambling research in Manitoba.

ROBYN OTTO

VOLUNTEER STAFF

@ROBYNOTTO



The Manitoba Reptile Breeder’s Expo 
(MRBE) returns to Winnipeg’s Victoria 
Inn Hotel and Convention Centre from 
Oct. 4 - 5, and brings with it the debate 
on city bylaw 92-2013 - a law restricting 
species of reptiles, arachnids and other 
exotic pets within city limits. 

Steven Rempel, 30, owner of Prairie 
Exotics reptile and insect breeder, and 
part owner of the MRBE is critical of 
the City Council members who enacted  
the bylaw.

“They’re politicians, they don’t know 
anything about these types of animals,” 
Rempel, a longtime herpetology hobby-
ist, says. “They rely on other people for 
their information and not always the 
proper people.”

Bylaw 92-2013, also known as the 
Responsible Pet Ownership By-law, was 
enacted in July 2013. A month later the 
debate over which animals were safe to 
keep in the city continued when Animal 
Services Officers seized a restricted 60 cm 
baby alligator from a St. Vital home in 
August of last year.

Since 2007, the Expo has been a sta-
ple of the local exotic pet community but 
the bylaw is having a noticeable financial 

effect on MRBE vendors.
Dave Shelvey, 45, owner of Westmen 

Reptile Garden and former MRBE ven-
dor blames the bylaw for his dissatisfac-
tion with the most recent Expo in July of 
this year.

“Because of the bylaws, you’re so lim-
ited to what you can bring (to the expo) 
that you get 15 people all bringing the 
same animals,” Shelvey says. “I actually 
lost money in July.”

Shelvey, whose organization has aban-
doned plans to attend October’s MRBE, 
insists bylaw 92-2013 is poorly conceived.

“It’s the most ridiculous bylaw I’ve ever 
seen,” Shelvey says. “You have unedu-
cated people making these laws, flexing 
their muscle and putting through a bylaw 
that makes no sense.”

Instead Shelvey suggests put-
ting together a committee of animal 
experts who would get the bylaw “right  
this time.”  

However, Rempel is confident that 
the bylaw has not financially affected  
the MRBE.

“[The bylaw] does change what we’re 
allowed to bring into the city,” Rempel 
concedes. “But with a large collection 
like ours, we just make sure that the 
things that we do bring are legal. It was a 
great experience for us in July and we’re 
looking forward to October.”

Still Shelvey has another fear - one 
that isn’t financial. He is worried ban-
ning some animals, including alligators 
and venomous snakes, will cause more 
problems by forcing illegal pet owners 
into hiding.

“Why not allow a controlled permit 
registration, with restrictions?” Shelvey 
says. “I think you’re far better off know-
ing where these animals are, so if your 
house catches on fire, firefighters know 
what they’re heading into.”

And as with any controlled or 
restricted product, there is always some-
one looking to buy what they can’t have 
and someone willing to sell.

“Unfortunately, the ease of access to 
these things is just like drugs or guns. If 
someone wants something, they can get 
it,” Rempel says, including alligators for 
about $100.

“They’re not illegal to be imported 
into the country. There are places all 
across Canada where they are legal to 
eat. There are farms in other coun-
tries that export these animals by  
the hundreds.”

The Manitoba Reptile Breeder’s Expo happens 
Oct. 4 & 5 at the Victoria Inn. Tickets are $10 
at the door.

TONY HINDS

BEAT REPORTER

@THETONYHINDS

Brian Bowman has seen some shit.
“Windows were shot out and peo-

ple were shot beside me,” Bowman, the 
privacy lawyer-turned-mayoral hopeful, 
recalls of his time living in Mexico on an 
internship with the Mexican Industry of 
Foreign Affairs. The bus he was on was 
attacked by a paramilitary group.

“We were coming back from south-
ern Mexico into Mexico City on a red-
eye bus trip and these guys just opened 
fire with automatic weapons,” he says. 
“For the next two hours we all stayed 
down because we were expecting another 
attack.”

Bowman says the incident altered his 
life and upon his return to Winnipeg to 
practice law, he wanted to make a point 
of being a “good person.”

“I look back and realize that I now 
conduct myself with a greater sense of 
urgency and realization of my own mor-
tality,” Bowman says.

Linda Bowman, the candidate’s 
mother, says her son has always been pos-
itive, even before the violent attack, and 
credits his political awareness to a child-
hood job. 

“He got up early and delivered newspa-
pers,” she says. “Then he ate breakfast and 
read the paper.”

Bowman’s first political influence was 
reading about former provincial Progres-
sive Conservative leader, Gary Filmon, in 
the news.

“I’d look in the paper and see him and 
other people,” the candidate says.  “It made 
it real to me that people in our community, 
people I had actually seen, could be in the 
news and making a difference.”

“He’s always had a sense that one of the 
greatest things people can do is get into 
politics,” his mother adds.

Bowman plans to make a long-term dif-
ference in Winnipeg by completing all six 
bus rapid transit corridors by 2030.

“We have to think long-term,” he says. 
“Not just beyond the next mayor but per-
haps beyond the mayor after that.”

Bowman’s plan to fund BRT through 
development generated revenue was criti-

cized by mayoral candidate and opponent 
Gord Steeves, who also questioned Bow-
man’s promise to increase arts funding 
through grants.

“Art brings tourists to the city,” Bow-
man says in defense. “It brings community 
together, it’s a very powerful learning tool, 
and it’s a healing tool.”

Until recently Bowman was chair of the 
Winnipeg Art Gallery Board of Gover-
nors - a position he resigned from to run  
for mayor. 

While he’s proud of his work with the 
Winnipeg Art Gallery and other non-prof-
its, Bowman says his most important role 
is fatherhood.

“It may sound hokey,” he admits, “but 
it has taught me patience, long-term men-
toring, and to be realistic with what you  
can accomplish.”

But if you expect Bowman to remain the 
realistic, level-headed business type - you’ve 
got another thing coming.

Well, at least that’s what you’ll hear 
from Bowman’s campaign song “You’ve Got 
Another Thing Comin’ “ by Judas Priest.

“The lyrics are pretty positive. It’s about 
proving people wrong,” Bowman says, 
adding he also enjoys The Sheepdogs  
and Van Halen. 

“The obsession with Van Halen, while 
puzzling, does have its charm,” Todd 
Andres, a friend and associate at Pitblado 
Law, says. “I don’t recall the last time I rode 
in a Bowman vehicle without a Van Halen 
track coming on at least once.”

Visit bowmanforwinnipeg.ca for more info on  
his campaign.

BROOSE TULLOCH

VOLUNTEER STAFF

@BADBROOSE

SUPPLIED

MEET YOUR 
MAYORAL 
CANDIDATES 
Brian Bowman, heavy artillery 
and heavy metal

CITY

RESTRICTED CREATURES

• all Helodermatidae including gila 
monster and Mexican bearded lizard

• all front-fanged venomous snakes, 
even if devenomized, all venomous, 
mid- or rear-fanged snakes, even if 
devenomized

• any member of the family Pythoni-
dae, including the African rock 
python

• any member of the family Varani-
dae, including the white throated 
monitor, the water monitor, the 
Komodo monitor or dragon

• any member of the family Iguani-
dae, including the green or common 
iguana

• all members of the order Croco-
dylia, including alligator,caiman and 
crocodile

• all snakes of a species or subspe-
cies that can reach an adult length 
greater than three meters, whether 
the particular snake exceeds that 
length or not

• and all other lizards of a species or 
subspecies that can reach an adult 
greater than two meters, whether 
the particular lizard exceeds that 
length or not.

NICHOLAS LUCHAK

REPTILES ON THE RUN

Exotic animal expo limited in types of animals it can bring
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Navigating your way past endless booths, 
tables and sharply dressed HR personnel 
in a room lit by buzzing fluorescent lights 
can be an exhausting task - but if it lands 
you a job it’s all worth it, right?

That’s the argument for attending next 
week’s career symposium for the City of 
Winnipeg on Oct. 7 at the RBC Con-
vention Centre. The symposium is in 
its third year and attendance has grown 
exponentially since it began in 2010.

“About 2,000 people attended the 
first symposium,” says Lisa Fraser, 
communications officer with the City 
of Winnipeg. “In 2012, about 4,000  
people attended.”

But not everyone is keen to jump on 
the job fair bandwagon. 

“Since coming to university, I have 
deliberately avoided career and job fairs,” 
Shanae Blaquiere, a second-year rheto-
ric and communications student says. “I 
always assume that they won’t have any-
thing that pertains to my interests.” 

Third-year student Desta Tataryn 
agrees. “I have been to a job fair before a 
few years ago, but I didn’t take anything 
away from it other than a bunch of free 
notepads, pens, and reusable bags.”

The City of Winnipeg is one of the 
largest employers in Manitoba with an 
average headcount of 10,143 employees 
in 2013. And although road workers and 

law enforcement are the most visible city 
employees, employment opportunities 
with the City vary.

“The City hires IT professionals, trades-
people, city planners, lab assistants, biolo-
gists, librarians, people working in animal 
services, landscapers, administrative pro-
fessionals, police officers, firefighters, para-
medics,” Fraser says. “There really is such a 
wide range of areas of study that would be 
of interest to university students.”

Keira Janzen, a third-year student, agrees 
with Fraser about the value of job fairs.

“I found it really helpful,” Janzen says. 
“If you go and really ask questions and 
make connections, you get a lot out of it.”

Katherine Breward, an assistant pro-

fessor in the University of Winnipeg’s 
Business and Administration faculty, says 
making connections and networking is the 
reason for the event.

“Sometimes when I talk to students 
about networking they roll their eyes a 
little bit,” Breward says, “You’ve heard it 
so much, to the point when it becomes 
meaningless. But there’s a reason that I 
emphasize networking.”

A 2007 study by the Administrative 
Association of Canada shows that 39.5 per 
cent of all new Canadian jobs in 2005 were 

obtained through family and friends, and 
21.9 per cent through personal initiative. 
Employment through job fairs accounts 
for 0.4 per cent of new jobs.

“That means that 61.4 per cent of new 
jobs were a direct result of networking,” 
Breward says. “By contrast, the Inter-
net only accounted for 7.2 per cent of  
new jobs.

“When you go to a career symposium, 
you might collect a whole bunch of busi-
ness cards, and you wonder why you’re 
doing this,” Breward adds. “But you 
don’t just go home and put those cards 
away and never look at them. You actu-
ally use them to make connections and 
build relationships. That’s how people are  
getting work.” 

This year’s symposium will be the first 
where the City will accept applications for 
open positions.

The City of Winnipeg Career Symposium is Oct. 
7 from 12 - 7 p.m. at the RBC Convention Centre, 
3rd floor, 375 York Ave.

GET A JOB!
Career symposiums are a 
valuable resource, if you 
know how to use them

THOMAS PASHKO

BEAT REPORTER

@THOMASPASHKO

SUPPLIED

What do your Twitter, Facebook and Ins-
tagram accounts look like?

Most employers will ask about your 
online presence before hiring you. And to 
the surprise of some, this includes academ-
ics in university settings.

Steven Salaita, a professor appointed to 
teach American Indian Studies at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, had his employment offer 
revoked after tweeting critical thoughts on 
Israel’s military action in Gaza.

On Aug. 2 Salaita tweeted “When will 
the attack on #Gaza end?  What is left for 
#Israel to prove?  Who is left for Israel to 
kill?  This is the logic of genocide.” 

That tweet was one of a dozen or so 
posts Salaita made to Twitter that allegedly 
prompted his firing. The tweets were made 

known to University officials by a group 
of students who were offended by the crit-
icisms Salaita had expressed about Israel.                                                                                                   

In response to Salaita’s dismissal and 
ensuing controversy, there will be a forum 
on Oct.10, at 12:30 in 2M70 at the Uni-
versity of Winnipeg (U of W), titled Dia-
logues, to discuss issues of academic free-
dom in universities.

The forum is one of a series, formerly 
known as Friday Forum, and is organized 
by U of W’s Jason Hannan.

Hannan, an assistant professor in the 
Rhetoric, Writing and Communications 
department says incidents such as the 
Salaita case have the effect of discourag-
ing professors to speak their minds, which 
makes it a threat to academic inquiry.

“As an observer, I found it very disturb-
ing,” Hannan says.  

Andrew Park, associate professor of 
biology at the University of Winnipeg and 
speaker at the event says it’s tough to com-
ment on Salaita’s case without getting into 
trouble, but believes academics should be 
free to say what they want publicly. 

“Unless he said something that crosses 
the border into hate speech … then, as a 
professor he should be free to say what he 
wants,” Park says, adding Salaita still had a 
responsibility to be aware of how his mes-
sages might be received.

“My contribution [to the forum] is 
hopefully to realize that these issues are … 
in society, and not just in university,” Park 
says. “In fact, academic freedom in univer-
sity is one of the few places where scientists 
can actually speak out and address contro-
versial issues.

“I think it’s important for students to 
realize that these trends have the potential 
to change society … we can’t afford to have 

censorship become a … normal operating 
procedure.” 

Peter Ives, a U of W political sciences 
prof, says academic qualifications - Salai-
ta’s in particular - should “speak above his 
comments as a civilian.”

“Academic freedom doesn’t give me the 
right to teach whatever I want,” Ives says, 
“but it does give me some notion that it’s 
us as academics who are in the best posi-
tion to make those judgements.” 

Earlier reports from The Guardian say 
University of Illinois officials described 

Salaita’s comments as uncivil, representing 
“disrespectful and demeaning speech that 
promotes malice”.

Ives questions this and wonders if there 
is a line between civil and uncivil, and who 
is to make that distinction. It’s a question 
being echoed by those expected to toe the 
line who may find their jobs in trouble if 
they don’t.

Anyone interested in learning more about aca-
demic freedom, Steven Salaita and censorship 
can attend Dialogues Oct. 10 at 12:30 in 2M70 at 
the University of Winnipeg. 

FACEBOOK

ALANA TRACHENKO

VOLUNTEER STAFF

SAY IT FORGET IT, 
WRITE IT  
REGRET IT
Professors respond to 
question of academic 
freedom following dismissal 
of Steven Salaita

@ALANATRACH

Steven Salaita

WHEN YOU GO TO A CAREER SYMPOSIUM, YOU MIGHT 
COLLECT A WHOLE BUNCH OF BUSINESS CARDS, AND 
YOU WONDER WHY YOU’RE DOING THIS.
- KATHERINE BREWARD, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR,   
UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION.

“

“



ACROSS
1. Nocturnal rodent
5. Recipe quantity, maybe
9. Knock off
14. Composer Stravinsky
15. Thompson in ‘’Junior’’
16. Pompeiian courts
17. Chinese philosopher
19. It might be ‘’stuffed’’
20. Farm animal?
21. Donkey drawer Thomas
22. Pre-Socratic philosopher
23. Muddies, as the water
25. Uxmal sight
26. Send off
28. Shorten
29. ‘’The Sweetheart of Sigma ___’’
32. Path to success
34. Spanish-Arab who wrote commentaries on 
58-Across
36. New York theater award

37. ‘’___ Dinsmore’’
39. About, formally speaking
40. Greek who introduced the question-and-answer 
method
42. Trojan War counselor
44. Like jalapenos
45. Number of Muses
46. Senegalese cape
47. Sicilian spewer
48. Covent Garden fare
50. Indian philosopher, the ‘’enlightened one’’
53. Cereal husk
54. One of a fleet
57. Stage whisper
58. Greek philosopher
60. Jeans material
61. Nutritional regime
62. Ogle openly
63. Boundaries
64. Take-out order
65. Steinbeck title word

DOWN
1. Type of type
2. Literary conflict
3. Negate
4. Sound from Sandy
5. Design transfer
6. Awry
7. Flue find
8. Owns
9. Person to check out?
10. Wharton’s ‘’Frome’’
11. Seed coating
12. Kingly address
13. Chows down
18. Meld
22. Soup server
24. Command
25. Shankar of the sitar
26. Play in a puddle
27. Social no-no
28. Out of fashion

29. Shrunk
30. New Testament ruler
31. French river
33. Eye membrane
35. Stair part
38. Singer Horne
41. Loyalty hymns
43. Happening
47. Jockey Arcaro
48. Bay window
49. Cut partner
50. Adjured
51. Depleted
52. Quiz show sound
53. Uptown cracker-topper
55. Sheltered, nautically
56. Swiss capital
58. Do basic arithmetic
59. Cheer heard at the corrida
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The Student Services staff of The University of Winnipeg provides the student body with current information 
and opportunities. This information is updated weekly.

ACADEMIC ADVISING
Want feedback on your courses? Need help with 
course adds or drops?  Visit an Academic Advisor for 
quick questions during drop-in sessions –daily from 
9-10:30 and 2-3:30 (check 1C16 for extended hours).

Questions can also be sent to  advising@uwinnipeg.
ca and full-length appointments can be made in 1C16 
or by calling 204-786-9257.

STUDY SMART

Get advice and tips on essential study skills at FREE 
Study Skills Workshops! 

Mondays & Wednesdays, 12:30 to 1:20 P.M. 

Room 4C60, 4th Floor, Centennial Hall, UW

www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-adv-study-skills-
workshops

October 6 -  Class Participation & Presentation Skills

October 8 -  Dealing with Exam Anxiety

ACCESSIBILITY SERVICES
Accessibility Services (AS) provides a number of 
accommodations and supports to students with 
documented disabilities and medical condition. If 
you think you may have a disability, we can also 
provide you with information and support. 

If you would like to learn more about AS, please 
check us out on the University website, send us an 
email, or give us a call! 

The Students for Inclusion group meets throughout 
the school year to put on disability-related events, 
provide peers support, and plan social activities. 
Students for Inclusion often collaborates with the 
UWSA and other student groups on campus to host 
events. If you would like to learn more about the 
student group or Accessibility Services, please stop 
by the ARC located in the Ashdown Hub (1A08). 

Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 8:30AM to 4:30PM 

Location: Room 1A08 – 1st Floor, Ashdown Hall

Website address:  www.uwinnipeg.ca/accessibility 

General Information:  accessibility@uwinnipeg.ca 

Phone: 786-9771

AWARDS & FINANCIAL AID
Have excellent marks? Apply for the Fall/Winter 2014-
15 Scholarships! They are directed to students who 
have a minimum cumulative grade point average of 
at least 3.00 (B).

Deadline:  October 3, 2014

Application forms are available online:  www.
uwinnipeg.ca/awards/current-continuing 

CAMPUS JOBS!

The Awards and Financial Aid Office is now accepting 
applications for the Fall/Winter 2014-15 Work-Study 
Program.

Work about 5-10 hours a week. Get valuable research 
experience. Work flexible hours. Build your résumé 

For more information, deadlines and applications, 
visit the Awards & Financial Aid website:  www.
uwinnipeg.ca

APPLY NOW!

STUDENT CENTRAL
RENT A LOCKER TODAY!

It’s getting cool outside! Need a place to store your 
jacket? Lockers are available on the lower level of 
Manitoba Hall and on the 3rd floor the Richardson 
College. Lockers are $40 per person for Fall and 

Winter. Rent your locker by sending an email 
with your preferred location to studentcentral@
uwinnipeg.ca from your UWinnipeg email account, or 
visit Student Central in person.

PAYMENT PLANS

Still haven’t paid your tuition fees? Are you unable 
to pay your entire tuition at once? If you can pay 
at least 25% of the amount due immediately, you 
can set up a payment plan at Student Central. A 
$77.00 late fee is applicable. Payment plans are 
available for set up during the 2nd and 3rd weeks of 
September.

STUDENT LIFE
Your U of W Health & Wellness Peer Educators 
are taking on the challenge to raise money and 
awareness during the Nation Mental Illness 
Awareness Week October 5-11, 2014.  Our team will be 
actively participating in the Manitoba Schizophrenia 
Society’s 23rd annual Journey of Hope Walk.

The walk will take place on Sunday, October 5th, 
2014 at The Forks.  The group is accepting pledges 
on-line and in person at the Student Wellness office 
located at 1A02.

For more information, to make a pledge or if you 
would like to join the team, please contact Jill 
Hodgson at  j.hodgson@uwinnipeg.ca 

DIVERSIONS
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SOLUTIONS TO LAST WEEK’S PUZZLES.

CHRISTINA KROEKER

The Uniter Fashion Streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the Helsinki fashion blog 
www.hel-looks.com. Each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual 
expression and celebrate that you are really, really good looking.

The UWSA & The Campus Sustainability Office present the 5th annual:

A Sustainability Festival
October 6 – 11, 2014 Intersections

Photo: Kristian Jordan
facebook: UWinnipeg Sustainability Initiative
twitter: @grassrouteswpg
www.grassroutes.ca

1. THE SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE  
PREMIERE
Chris Pratt! New people! That sitcom sketch!  
RIP Don Pardo! 

2. PHIL SPECTOR LOSES HIS VOICE
(Insert ironic comment here.)

3. THAT PIEROGI PLACE ON MCPHIL-
LIPS WITH THE CARTOON PIEROGI 
WEARING BOOTS
Haven’t tried it yet.

4. THE SOUTH PARK PREMIERE
The NFL! iPhone 6! Kickstarter! Remember when 
they just had adventures?

5. 101.5 UMFM’S PLEDGE DRIVE
Those toques are rad, yo. Pledge!

6. THOSE LONG-LOST RECORDS  
BY LEWIS
The whole thing seems fake and the music isn’t 
even special. Stop talking about it.

7. URBAN OUTFITTERS CLAIMS TO BE 
WORLD’S TOP VINYL RETAILER
Amazon actually is.

8. SHECKY
The Grimace was unavailable for comment.

9. NUIT BLANCHE
It’s refreshing to see the city get behind art for a 
night, but there were too many scheduled events 
(most of which were under-attended). We pro-
pose the WAG takes a year off to give everything 
else a chance.

10. MACAULAY CULKIN
We could all use a Mac Attack every once in a 
while, am I right?

THE BACK PAGE LIST

CIRCLE HEADS

Brittany Fraser

“I’m always looking 
for good bargains and 
clothes that make me 
feel good” 




