
F
r

e
e

. W
e

e
k

ly
.   

Volum
e 68 // Issue 19  // February 6

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s T u d e n T  n e w s pa p e r  o f  T h e  u n i v e r s i T y  o f  w i n n i p eg

Proctor Bros.    roseAnna Schick    Crooked Brothers

THE winnipeg’d ISSUE

relucTanT 
winnipeg

THrOUGH THe leNS OF 

Kaitlyn Emslie Farrell

“People deserve to 
know the facts about 
climate change, even  
if the facts are lethal.” 

A conversation with 
    Dr. Guy mcPherson off The BeaTen paTh

At the wag





SUBMISSIONS OF ARTICLES, LETTERS, 
GRAPHICS AND PHOTOS are encouraged. 
However, please email editor@uniter.
ca or the relevant section editor for 
guidance on content, word count, etc. 
Articles must be submitted in text (.rtf) 
or Microsoft Word (.doc) format. Deadline 
for pitches is Friday at noon, 13 days 
prior to publication, with copy deadline 
being the following Friday at noon 
(six days before publication). Deadline 
for advertisements is noon Friday, six 
days prior to publication. The Uniter 
reserves the right to refuse to print 
material submitted by volunteers. The 
Uniter will not print submissions that 
are homophobic, misogynistic, racist or 
libellous. We also reserve the right to 
edit for length and/or style.

Mouseland Press Board of directors: 
Ben Wickstrom (interim chair), Kent Davies, Ksenia Prints, Andrew Tod and Megan Fultz.

For inquiries e-mail: board@uniter.ca

CoNTaCT us »
General Inquiries: 204.988.7579
advertising: 204.786.9790
editors: 204.786.9497
Fax: 204.783.7080
e-mail: editor@uniter.ca
Web: www.uniter.ca

loCaTIoN »
room orm14
university of Winnipeg
515 Portage avenue
Winnipeg, manitoba 
r3b 2e9

Chelsea Caldwell, Zach 
Fleisher, Jean Floch, 
Dylan Hewlett, Drew 
Nordman, Thomas 
Pashko, Mike Peters, 
Adam Petrash, Samantha 
Sarty, Mike Sudoma and 
Adrienne Tessier.

CoNTrIbuTors
MANAGING EDITOR 

Nicholas Friesen  »  editor@uniter.ca

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Robert J. Holt  »  rob@uniter.ca

CREATIvE DIRECTOR 
Ayame Ulrich  »  designer@uniter.ca

SENIOR EDITOR 
Harrison Samphir » harry@uniter.ca

ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR 
Jared Story » culture@uniter.ca

CITy EDITOR 
Brian Lorraine » brian@uniter.ca

PHOTO EDITOR 
Daniel Crump » photo@uniter.ca

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Kevin Legge » kevin@uniter.ca

ARTS REPORTER 
Deborah Remus » arts@uniter.ca

ARTS REPORTER 
Kaitlyn Emslie Farrell » kaitlyn@uniter.ca

CITy REPORTER 
Raegan Hedley » raegan@uniter.ca

BEAT REPORTER 
Melanie Dahling » melanie@uniter.ca

BEAT REPORTER 
Lukas Benjamin Thiessen » lukas@uniter.ca

LISTINGS CO-ORDINATOR 
Ken Prue » listings@uniter.ca

UNITER STAFF

03February 6, 2014//The uNITer

The Juno 
AwArds Are 
coming To 
winnipeg.
This is no secret. For a few months now, all official 
channels have been saying 2014 is the year of music 
in Winnipeg, and checking out the New Music Festi-
val, Big Fun or our own inaugural Uniter Fiver were 
good ways to start it out. Now on March 30, the Juno 
Awards (with a week of Juno Fest concerts/events) 
will happen in our city, bringing to town all sorts of 
“Canadian celebrities” (ever notice how our celebs 
are musicians and not actors? I mean, who would you 
rather hang out with, Emily Haines or Brent Butt?) 
to perform at the televised dealy on CTv, including 
Tegan and Sara, Robin Thicke and City & Colour. The 
Internet is already vomiting over Thicke’s inclusion, 
since his massive “Blurred Lines” made it seem 
okay to be a misogynist in 2013. Instead of focusing 
on that, we should focus on the massive amount 
of hometown talent nominated for awards, includ-
ing Royal Canoe, KEN mode, Erin Propp, Mahogany 
Frog, Little Miss Higgins & the Winnipeg Five, Desiree 
Dorion, Isabel Bayrakdarian, James Ehnes and 
Marie-Claude, among others. From children’s music 
to metal, instrumental prog and roots, Manitoba is 
definitely the wild card.

At press time, the host of the televised awards has 
yet to been announced, but one can only hope that 
former CTv employee Hugh Dillon (hey, Headstones 
are back and nominated for Best Rock Recording) 
co-hosts with Ellen Page. The show, directed by 
Bruce McDonald, would find our hosts in character as 
Joe Dick and Tracey Berkowitz, and would end with a 
Hard Core Logo reunion (assuming Callum Keith Ren-
nie can get time off of shooting the Fifty Shades of 
Grey movie). But didn’t Joe Dick die? Maybe he was 
brought back to life. With science.

So get out there, make music. Make art. As the dec-
orative inspirational boxes say, “Dance like no one 
is watching” because someday people will, and your 
name may be said after the phrase “awards handed 
out at an un-televised event last night include” …

online 
exclusives

CHECK OUT THE FIRST vIDEO FROM OUR 
uNITer FIVer eVeNT, FEATURING COvER 
STARS sIbyl, AND GRAB OUR FREE WEEKLy 
DOWNLOAD FROM The CrookeD broTh-
ers. ALL THIS AND MORE AT UNITER.CA!

@TheuNITer@TheuNITer FaCebook.
Com/TheuNITer

on the cover
Kaitlyn Emslie Farrell puts the city 
into focus. 
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Everywhere in RoseAnna Schick’s home 
there is evidence of adventure. Whether 
it’s treasures from an extreme nature quest 
or souvenirs from her many media endeav-
ours, she has done, and is doing, a lot of 
neat stuff.

“The home is a place where you come 
back to.” Schick says. “Unwind, relax, reju-
venate, you know, just a place to gear up 
and get back out into the world.”

After graduating from the University of 
Winnipeg in 1992 with a BA in English, 
Schick ended up going into creative com-
munications at Red River College two 
years later, which got her into “the PR 
stuff”.

“I started my own business 10 years ago, 
and I’ve been working here [at home] for 
10 years,” she says. 

RAS Creative is a communications 
company that aims at helping to market 
and publicize projects. Schick has worked 
with practically every medium of media 
under the sun and has vast personal expe-
rience in film, music, special events and 
creative projects. 

“I worked a lot of events, and I keep all 
of my lanyards,” Schick says.

A particular adventure of Schick’s was 
being on the living history television series 
Quest for the Bay.

“We rode on a York boat from the 1840s 
era and paddled from the Forks to Hud-
son’s Bay in 61 days,” she says. “At the very 
end of our trip we were like dirty York men 
from the 1840s. And I was the only girl. It 
was the wildest and weirdest thing.”

Wild or weird, Schick is not afraid of 
immersing herself in new things. 

1) Girl
“I stumbled upon her just two weeks ago at the 
Humane Society. She just makes me laugh.” 

2) JUGGliNG BAllS
“I made some with my company logo on them 
one year for Christmas presents for my clients. 
I got more responses from these than the usual 
chocolates or whatever.”

3) ViSiON BOArd
“I think everyone should have one. One day I’d 
like to win a rowing race. Just one race, that’s all I 
need. Then I can retire.”

4) eAGle FeATHer
“An elder blessed it and we brought it with us for 
protection. I kind of took care of it on the trip, 
just because it happened, and they ended up 
letting me keep it in the end.”

5) BeATleS FiGUriNeS
“I found them at a collectibles store. I knew the 
guy who worked there and he went digging in the 
back for them. They weren’t even on display! I’m 
a huge Beatles fan.”

6) CleAN Fred HeAdSHOT
“This is my wall of fame from when people still 
used to carry around headshots. That’s Fred Durst 
from Limp Bizkit. He was supposed to be a cop in 
this movie so they had to cover all his tattoos.”

7) yOrk meN SHOeS
“These are my york men shoes! Everything they 
made for us on the show was authentic and from 
1840. These are hobnailed on the bottom and 
everything.”

words by samantha sarty

volunteer Staff @SartySarty

Journey woman
For publicist and freelance 
writer RoseAnna Schick, it’s 
always adventure time

roseanna’s House
house?
whose
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THe TeCHNOlOGiCAl 
SiNGUlAriTy, TrANS-
HUmANiSm ANd rOB-
OCOP
From iconic science fiction novels like 
H.G. Wells’ The Time Machine, to classic 
campy cartoons like The Jetsons, modern 
popular culture has been obsessed with the 
idea of the future for over a century.

Never content with the mundanity of 
the present, our frustration with the sta-
tus quo has manifested itself in hundreds, 
if not thousands of fictional works that 
depict possible utopian futures in which 
life is (more often than not) unequivocally 
better for the entire human race.

The baby boomer generation was prom-
ised flying cars by the new millennium, 
however here we are in 2014 and the closest 
we have to that is maybe a Toyota Prius. So 
how far off are we from the romanticized 

conceptual future we’ve been dreaming 
about for so long? The answer might freak 
you out.

American inventor, futurist, director of 
engineering at Google and author of such 
books as The Singularity is Near, Ray Kur-
zweil has accurately predicted trends in 
technology for the past 30 years. From the 
proliferation of the Internet, to the genesis 
of the smartphone, Kurzweil predicted it 
all 10 years before its existence. With this 
in mind, he formulated a concept known 
as the technological singularity. This theory 
contends that by roughly 2029, complex 
artificial intelligences will have reached a 
level of sophistication that will allow them 
to iterate upon themselves, or self invent.

From the singularity onward – barring 
any nasty apocalyptic Skynet/Matrix type 
scenarios – technological advancement 
will escalate at an increasingly exponential 
rate. This escalation will culminate in the 

advent of the transhuman: a being that 
isn’t human or machine, but a hybridiza-
tion of both.

Granted, it all sounds obnoxiously 
science-fictional, however precursors to 
this advancement have already begun to 
emerge. In the past five years alone, we’ve 
transitioned from clunky flip phones, 
barely capable of text messaging, to highly 
sophisticated smartphones whose comput-
ing power exceeds that of NASA’s when it 
landed men on the moon. With that much 
progress in such a short timeframe, it’s not 
inconceivable to think that 50 to 100 years 
down the road the line between biology 
and technology could be virtually nonex-
istent.

Personally, as both a nerd and a person 
with a physical disability, I spend a dis-
proportionate amount of time fantasizing 
about the technological augmentation 
of the human body. Popularized by such 

works of fiction as 1974’s hit TV show The 
Six Million Dollar Man, and 1987’s cult 
classic film Robocop (the reboot of which 
hits theaters in just over a week), the con-
cept of cybernetic enhancement is really 
nothing new.

Given Kurzweil’s predictions, these 
kinds of modifications are looking like less 
of a hypothetical, and more of an eventu-
ality! Imagine innovations in medicine get-
ting to the point where entire limbs can be 
replaced with fully functional, cybernetic 
ones. Better yet, imagine the nervous sys-
tem being repaired at the atomic level via 
nanomachines. Illness and disability could 
soon be a thing of the past, just as long as 
we don’t blow each other up, or succumb 
to our new robotic overlords. Either way, 
the future is closer than you think.

Drew Nordman loves geek culture. Follow him 
on Twitter @Anomalous1.

THe Column

SUPPLIED
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“Love can be pageantry, passion, violence and despair. 
The Royal Winnipeg Ballet’s production of Romeo and 
Juliet is all this and more.” - The Edmonton Journal

choreography Rudi van Dantzig    
music Sergei Prokofiev 

Romeo 
+ Juliet
FEB 12-16/2014

Centennial Concert Hall  
with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra

rwb.org
Tickets from $27 plus applicable 

fees + taxes 204.956.2792 Production Sponsor: Performance Sponsor: Media Sponsors:



Winnipeg folk/roots trio the Crooked 
Brothers have combined its love of art, 
music and snail mail to create Postcard, its 
brand new EP and first release since 2011’s 
Lawrence, Where’s Your Knife?

Formed in 2007, the group is comprised 
of Jesse Matas and former SubCity mem-
bers Darwin Baker and Matt Foster who 
take turns playing guitar, harmonica and 
banjo, among other instruments.

The new EP lives up to its name since it 
really is a series of postcards which contain 
a link where people can stream or down-
load three new tracks online.

“Jesse is really skilled with putting 
together visuals and we all like the idea 
of pairing art and music together,” says 
Foster, 29. “We just thought it would be a 
cool idea to curate a bunch of images from 
our friends from all across the country, put 
them onto postcards and release them with 
our music.”

While the idea for the EP was conceived 
before Canada Post announced it was 
going to phase out home delivery, Foster 
says he wants to bring some attention to 
the situation and hopes people might mail 
the Postcard EP to family and friends.

“We definitely feel passionate about 
writing letters and correspondence in that 
old school way. It’s a lot of fun and it always 
feels good to get something in the mail,” 
Foster says. “We’ll probably be the last 
generation of people who knows what it’s 
like to get mail delivered directly to their 
door, which is kind of insane. We’re trying 
to make people aware it’s happening and 
encourage them to enjoy it while it lasts.”

The Crooked Brothers selected five 
postcard designs, with only 100 printed of 
each. They can be purchased on the band’s 
current Western Canadian tour before 
eventually ending up in the band’s web 
store (crookedbrothers.com).

Two of the postcards were designed by 
Matas, while the other three were created 
by Kyle Sheurmann, Jenny Ritter and Car-
oline Mousseau, artists who are friends of 
the band.

“It’s pretty hard to pick a favourite, but 
my friend Kyle from Toronto did a beauti-
ful oil on linen painting of mountains and 
it’s just super gorgeous,” Foster says.

As for the music, the band recorded the 
three songs last winter in a log house north 
of Winnipeg near Selkirk, and just released 
a music video for one of the tracks, “There 
Ain’t No One”.

“We shot that all over the world really. 
We lugged the old 8mm camera with us 
when we were touring through Europe, 
Cuba, up into the Yukon and Northwest 
Territories,” recalls Foster.

Ultimately, Foster says Postcards serves 
as a bit of a teaser for the band’s next full-
length record, which should be released in 

the fall of 2014.
“It’s from the same sessions. We ended 

up with extra songs and not all of them fit 
into the full-length so we decided to release 
them separately on an EP,” he says.
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See the Crooked Brothers at 
Times Change(d) High and Lone-
some Club on Friday, Feb. 7.

The early show starts at 7 pm 
and a late show with Reverend 
Rambler is at 10 pm.

Admission is charged at the door.

visit crookedbrothers.com.

SUPPLIED

After spending the ‘00s in such established 
Philadelphia punk bands as Paint It Black 
and the Loved Ones, Dave Hause has 
decided to mellow things out a bit with 
a solo career, and he has no intentions of 
looking back.

“After my first solo record [Resolutions] 
in 2011, I started touring and gained a sig-
nificant amount of momentum, especially 
in Europe,” the 35 year-old says.

“I was on the Revival Tour with Brian 
[Fallon] from the Gaslight Anthem, 
Chuck [Ragan] from Hot Water Music 
and Dan [Andriano] from Alkaline Trio, 
and all of those guys pulled me aside and 
said ‘Hey, you’d be crazy to go back to play-
ing in a band right now. You have a ton 
of momentum and you have a very clear 
vision of what you want to do musically. 
Don’t cloud that by doing what people are 
expecting from you.’

“It just became abundantly clear that I 

had to go forward on my own.”
Hause released his second solo effort 

Devour in October 2013 through Rise 
Records. He says he approached it quite 
differently than his debut.

“With Resolutions I had a nice batch of 
songs I felt good about and I just gave it 
a try thinking I’d go back to The Loved 
Ones,” Hause says. “With Devour it was 
clear that I wasn’t just doing it as an experi-
ment, I was doing it as if my life depended 
on it and I think because of that I was 
really clear with the themes and had a 
grander vision for the record.”

While he assembled a band in the studio 
with drummer Dave Hidalgo Jr. (Social 
Distortion), bassist Bob Thomson, gui-
tarist Mitchell Townsend and keyboardist 
Bo Koster (My Morning Jacket), he’ll be 
performing the Canadian shows with his 
younger brother Tim and says he probably 
won’t do a full band tour until later this 

summer in Europe.
The fact that Hause can call all of the 

shots is one of the reasons he prefers per-
forming on his own.

“One thing I really like is I can play the 
songs any way I want. I can do them with 
a limited amount of instrumentation or I 
can bring in a band depending on what the 
circumstances are,” he says.

“With a band I think the audience 
expects you’ll play just like the record and 
for some odd reason, maybe because of 
guys like Neil Young, Bruce Springsteen 
and Bob Dylan, I think the audience is 
more willing to take whatever you bring to 
the show when you’re a solo guy, and that’s 
more attractive to me.”

That spontaneity resulted in Hause cov-
ering “One Great City!” by the Weakert-
hans when he played the Pyramid Cabaret 
back in June 2011, but he doesn’t promise 
there will be a repeat this time.

“Covers you just do whenever the spirit 
moves. I want to move forward with every 
show. Matt Goud [Northcote] and I might 
cook up our own cover of something, but 
who knows what will happen.”

deborah remus

artS reporter

@DeborahremuS

soliTary 
man
The Loved Ones frontman 
Dave Hause loves doing it 
alone

See Dave Hause at the Park The-
atre on Monday, Feb. 17 at 8 pm.

Northcote will also perform.

Tickets are $12 at the Park 
Theatre, Music Trader and ticket-
break.com or $15 at the door.

visit davehause.com.

SUPPLIED

deborah remus

artS reporter

GreeTinGs 
from 
winnipeG
Folk trio the Crooked 
Brothers releases its new EP 
via postcard

@DeborahremuS
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gold
sounds

This intimate little EP is the second in under a 
year from local boy Micah visser. Filled with the 
effortless baroque pop of two-part opener “First 
Snowfall”, the fleshed out sounds of acoustic gui-
tars, piano, strings and more are 96% performed by 
visser himself. Stripping things down during “New 
Moon” and “Late October”, visser’s vocals recall a 
young Marc “Octoberman” Morrissette, vulnerable 
but confident in its strengthened warble. This 
bedroom-sounding record, created in a studio and 
properly mastered, is the type of real-yet-slick pop 
that will resonate with people. It’s a genuine, honest 
portrait of a young man learning his craft. That, and 
the lyrics are the type of schoolbook scribble that 
scream “first few songs”, yet still bring a smile to 
your face. It’s hard to pull off this kind of sincerity, 
but visser succeeds. 

- Nicholas Friesen

Micah visser
the Moon in a Jar
independent

The debut EP from local kid Kevin Roy was co-pro-
duced by the artist with Lloyd Peterson (Wailin’ 
Jennys) and mastered by Jamie Sitar (Bif Naked) 
but he could have recorded it lo-fi, live off the 
floor and still delivered a folk/bluegrass winner. 
As diverse as you can get within six tracks inside 
the genre, opener “Calgary Skyline Blues” is filled 
with pep, while the title track is a sparse showcase 
for Roy’s charmingly imperfect storytelling vocals. 
He’s got a bit of a sing/talk quality to his deliv-
ery, and it’s warm and familiar without sounding 
superfluous. “February Song” is instrumentally 
and vocally fleshed out nicely, giving the vibe of an 
open jam. Closing number “The Ridges of Teggau” is 
as experimental as Roy gets, again delivering that 
diversity while keeping things cohesive. It’s a fun, 
solid first effort.

- Nicholas Friesen

Kevin roy
Taller Than Trees
independent

arTs

WINNIPEG JAZZ ORCHESTRA
2013•2014 SEASON

February 8 • 7:30 pm
February 9 • 2 pm & 7:30 pm
Winnipeg Art Gallery

MY ONE 
AND ONLY LOVE
Featuring Sensational Canadian Jazz Vocalist
DENZAL SINCLAIRE

TICKETS
$15 student / $34 adult
204.632.5299
winnipegjazzorchestra.com
McNally Robinson
Jazz Winnipeg

T i c k e t s  o n l y  $ 1 5  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a n y o n e  u n d e r  3 0 !

Find the QuickCare clinic nearest you

WINNIPEG – 363 McGregor  •  204-940-1963

WINNIPEG – 17 St. Mary’s Road  •  204-940-4332

STEINBACH – Clearspring Centre  •  204-326-7569

SELKIRK – Unit 3, 1020 Manitoba Avenue  •  204-482-4399

manitoba.ca/BetterHealth

> When should  
I visit a QuickCare 
clinic?

You can visit a QuickCare clinic  
for a range of health needs, including:
• Sore throat, earache, colds and flu, cough, hay fever  

or nose bleeds
• Birth control
• Infections
• Rashes or sores
• Immunizations
• Stomach pain
• Stress or anxiety

QuickCare Clinics are there to meet your health care 
needs during times when most other clinics are closed. 

They are staffed by nurse practitioners and registered 
nurses who can help prevent, diagnose and treat 
minor health issues. Because they are open evenings, 
weekends and holidays, they can save you a trip to  
an emergency room or having to wait for regular  
clinic hours.

If you don’t have a regular health care provider when 
you visit one of these clinics, staff can also help you look 
for one. 

You’re  
asking good 
questions.



Ariel Gordon is one of the most down-
to-earth people you could ever have the 
pleasure of meeting. She’s funny, insightful 
and has an affinity for nature, like taking 
“macro photographs of mushrooms.”

Just ask her how she started writing and 
it’d be hard not to laugh along with her.

“When I was twelve I drew a lot of pic-
tures of fairies in the woods and wrote sto-
ries to go with the images,” Gordon says. 
“My sister got mad at me one day and 
drew floppy penises on my cavorting fair-
ies. I suppose I thought that she couldn’t 
possibly put floppy penises in my fiction.

“I discovered somewhere along the way 
that I really enjoyed working with lan-
guage. Unlike oil pastels or pencil crayons, 
I could make it do almost anything.”

Fast forward to 2011 when Gordon 
won the Aqua Books Lansdowne Prize for 
Poetry at the Manitoba Book Awards for 
her first book, Hump. She says the publish-
ing of that book was a big moment for her.

“I had been involved in the writing and 
publishing community in Manitoba since 
I was 19 and I published Hump at 38,” Gor-

don says. “I’d been telling people I was a 
writer for nearly 20 years, with no proof 
beyond publications in little literary mags, 
so it was a relief to finally have a book with 
my name on it.”

In May, Gordon will release her second 
collection of poetry, Stowaways. She says 
she’s taking more risks than she did in her 
previous work.

“Stowaways works a lot more with 

humour and with voice,” she says. “[This 
time] I tried to work against only writ-
ing out of inspiration. I tried to knit up 
inspiration out of things like wikiHow and 
invasive species lists. I also worked collab-
oratively with a visual artist on a bunch of 
the poems. For me the stakes were higher 
as a poet.”

With two books to their name, some 
writers would shy away from publishing 

chapbooks (small poetry books), but not 
Gordon.

“I like chapbooks because they’re 
ephemeral,” Gordon confirms. “Each 
chapbook press has its own audience of 
people who are interested in small, inter-
esting books. I’m always trying to get my 
work out to people who might not have 
read it, so it’s both practical and satisfying 
for me as a writer.”

Chapbooks aside, Gordon is already 
busy working on her next manuscript.

“I’m working on a manuscript of long 
poems about my grandparents, three of 
whom were immigrants to Canada,” she 
continues “My maternal grandfather was 
an allied spy during WWII. My pater-
nal grandfather was a guard at one of the 
Canadian POW camps. My great-grandfa-
ther was an Irish naturalist who died on 
the shore of South Georgia Island in the 
Antarctic.

“And even though the main character in 
all these poems is a man, I’m as interested 
in their wives and daughters and sisters, 
who didn’t necessarily get to go off and 
have adventures. So they’re travel poems 
and simultaneously, a poet’s attempt at 
genealogy.”

Ariel Gordon will launch Show-
aways on May 21 at 7 pm at 
McNally Robinson Booksellers.

Read Gordon’s blog at janeday-
reader.blogspot.com.

adam Petrash

volunteer Staff

@aDampetraSh

THe poeTry of 
THe penis
A sibling’s dirty defacing of 
her drawings led a young Ariel 
Gordon to the written word

SUPPLIED
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The 14th annual Master Playwright Fes-
tival, presented by the Royal Manitoba 
Theatre Centre, is showcasing the work of 
Russian dramatist Anton Chekhov until 
February 9.

In 2001, the first Master Playwright Fes-
tival, BeckettFest, featured 10 companies 
performing the works of Irish playwright 
Samuel Beckett. By comparison, Chek-
hovFest features 21 companies performing 
in 19 different venues.

Amongst the companies paying tribute 
to Chekhov are the Winnipeg Mennonite 
Theatre (WMT), which is presenting Three 
Sisters, and the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre 
(WJT), which is delivering its take on Iva-
nov.

Mariam Bernstein, who received her BA 
from the University of Winnipeg in 1982, 
directs Ivanov.

Her directorial debut with WJT was 
in 1995 with Sheldon Oberman’s play The 
Always Prayer Shawl. Bernstein is direct-

ing a version of Chekhov’s four-act play 
adapted by WJT artistic director Michael 
Nathanson, whose play Talk was a final-
ist for the Governor General’s Award for 
Drama in 2009.

“Any play we select has to fit our com-
pany’s mandate, it has to speak to the Jew-
ish community or be written by a member 
of the Jewish community,” Bernstein says. 
“This is the only one of his plays in which 
Chekhov deals openly with anti-Semitism.

“Ivanov searches for meaning. Chekhov 
wanted to rid Russian literature of the man 
wallowing in depression, the superfluous 
man who wallows in his state. Ivanov is 
struggling with it, but he tries to get out 
of it, but because of where society is at he 
cannot move forward.”

Alfred Wiebe, who has worked with 
WMT since 1974, directs Three Sisters. He 
started directing when he was in teacher’s 
college in the first half of the 1960s. Wiebe 
went on to direct plays with what is now 

Westgate Mennonite Collegiate, and later 
joined WMT.

Wiebe says WMT has no mandate to 
present works that are specifically rooted 
in the Mennonite community.

“One can be pretty creative,” Wiebe 
says. “Three Sisters has a Mennonite con-
nection because it is set in Russia, and I 
certainly remember stories my grand-
mother told me that happened during the 
time in which the play is set.”

He chose Three Sisters after seeing it at 
the Stratford Festival.

“The play is over 100 years old and the 
people in the play remind me of the stories 
my grandmother told. I think the prob-
lems these people face are very up-to-date 
problems,” Wiebe says.

“You have a play where the playwright is 
basically saying there is no meaning in life 
except the meaning you create for yourself 
and it’s possible to create your meaning 
by finding meaningful work,” he says. “If 

you’re interested in interactions between 
people, and everyday life kind of situations, 
real people with psychological insight into 
real people, you should come and see it, 
there’s even quite a bit of humour in it.”

lukas thiessen

beat reporter

@luKuaSbenJamint

CHekHov 
Crosses 
CulTures
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre 
and Winnipeg Mennonite 
Theatre present plays by the 
Russian dramatist

winnipeg Jewish Theatre’s Ivanov 
plays at Berney Theatre (123 
Doncaster St.) Feb. 6-8 at 8 pm 
and Feb. 9 at 2 pm.

winnipeg Mennonite Theatre’s 
Three Sisters plays at Université 
de Saint-Boniface, Salle Mar-
tial-Caron (200 avenue de la 
Cathedrale) Feb. 6-8 at 8:05 pm.

DANIEL CRUMP
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We say we hate Winnipeg, but it’s all talk.

words + images by kaitlyn emslie Farrell

artS reporter

@KemSliefarrell

HOME 
IS WHERE THE
SNOW IS

sPeCIal FeaTure



Ah, those love/hate relationships 
we’ve all become accustomed to 

over the years. The reason for it of course, 
being the inevitable love/hate relationship we 
have with our city, Winnipeg. Let’s say it’s all 
based on passion. You artists know what I’m 
talking about.

I asked around to see what was at the top 
of people’s love and hate lists for our city. The 
number one thing everybody loved was the 
people. We have such a vibrant crowd within 
our 700,000 plus population. For one, you’ve 
gotta be tough to live here - a city doesn’t rank 
as the murder capital 16 times without a few 

tough guys/gals. It’s an unfortunate fact that 
we can’t say we’re proud of. Slurpee capital? 
Sure! But let’s just all try to get along.

We have everything your standard big city 
has. We’ve got a CFL team that never wins 
and an NHL team that never wins, but our 
city is full of die hard fans anyways. For we 
are Winnipeggers and we just like to yell 
about something. We’ve got a downtown full 
of wide buildings (sorry guys, we can’t have 
high buildings here) but they’re still big. And 
that’s something to be proud of. We flourish 
with beautiful architecture. Especially the 
Exchange District, which of course is why 



everyone takes their wedding photos there. 
But why can’t we enjoy our architecture 
more?

As it’s been said a billion hundred times, 
we can’t deny the fact that we live in a brutally 
cold city. These frigid temperatures lock us 
inside and when we have to leave the house, 
we wander the dark empty streets toward our 
destination, stopping for nothing along the 
way. The truth is though, behind so many of 
those doors are live music, exhibits and other 
phenomenas of art. Our great people are 
packed full of great talent and we never seem 
to run out of new and inspiring acts. Unfor-

tunately it isn’t uncommon to miss out on a 
lot of this fun because of that cold. And of 
course our transit system is far from reliable. 
I’ve simply never heard someone say “hey, 
that Winnipeg Transit is great!” But we’re 
tough remember? We deal with it anyways. 
It’s not like we’ve got a choice if we’re going 
to stay here.

So do we love it? Do we hate it? I think 
what it really boils down to is, and we prob-
ably don’t want to admit it, but who are we 
kidding? We love to have something to com-
plain about, and maybe that’s what makes us 
tough - that drive to make it better.

sPeCIal FeaTure
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Violence against women is defined by 
the United Nations as “any act of gen-
der-based violence that results in, or is 
likely to result in, physical, sexual or men-
tal harm or suffering to women, including 
threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary 
deprivation of liberty, whether occurring 
in public or in private life.”

Unfortunately, based on current sta-
tistics, examples of these offences happen 
regularly across the globe. According to the 
World Health Organization’s website, 35% 
of women report experiencing abuse in 
their lifetime, while 30% of women report 
experiencing violence at the hands of an 
intimate partner.

Currently the Winnipeg Art Gallery is 
displaying a powerful exhibit designed to 
inspire empathy and start an open discus-
sion about the issue. Off the Beaten Path: 
Violence, Women and Art features work 
from 30 different artists, the majority 
of which are female, reflecting different 
aspects of the theme.

“It’s a new topic for the gallery. I can’t 
remember a time when we’ve hosted 
something that focused solely on gen-
der-based violence,” says Anna Wiebe, 
head of education at the WAG.

“We’ve had a great response from the 
media so far and are looking forward to 
a great response from the community as 
well.”

The exhibit was put together by Art 
Works for Change, a California-based 
organization started by Randy Jayne 
Rosenberg to pull together artists whose 
work is inspired by social or environmen-
tal topics.

The list of contributors for Off the 
Beaten Path is impressive and even 
includes household name Yoko Ono.

“Yoko Ono’s piece features two tele-
vision screens facing each other,” Wiebe 

says. “On one is something she did as a 
young woman, and on the other she has 
repeated the same work as an old woman. 
She sits on the floor and [in the more 
recent video] a chair, and has people walk 
up and cut off a piece of her dress.”

Wiebe says that due to the varied nature 
of the exhibit, it’s hard to say which is the 
most striking piece, and each will resonate 
differently to different visitors.

“Some are more overt, some more sub-
tle, but each is quite poignant and even 
lovely. It is a touching, moving experience 
and very worthwhile.”

The timing of Off the Beaten Path lines 
up perfectly with International Women’s 
Day on Feb. 8, when admission to the 
WAG will be free of charge.

“We hope a lot of people will come 
join us,” Wiebe says. “It’s a great opportu-
nity to see this exhibit as well as our other 
installations.”

off the Beaten Path runs until April 
20 at the winnipeg Art Gallery. 

During the run, the wAG will host 
panel discussions, a live perfor-
mance from Anishinaabe-Canadian 
artist Rebecca Belmore, and more. 
These programs are free of charge, 
but there is limited space available 
so registration is required.

For more information on the 
exhibit, go to wag.ca. Special pro-
grams and registration information 
is available at wag.ca/learn/pro-
grams/specialprograms.

melanie dahling

beat reporter

@SugarDahling

empowered by empaTHy
Off the Beaten Path art exhibit hopes awareness of 
gender-based violence generates action

$5,000
scholarship 

opportunities
Call today for information  

(204) 982-1143 or visit  
PACE.UWinnipeg.ca

Ready for your 
dream job?

 
Get started in Fall 2014 with a one-year,  
full-time University diploma program in  
one of these high growth career fields:

•	 Human Resource Management
•	 Network Security
•	 Project Management
•	 Public Relations Marketing Management

UWinnipeg offers small class sizes and hands-on 
training with leading industry experts, ensuring  
skill development that is current and relevant.

Intern with one of Manitoba’s top employers!

yoko Ono, Cut Piece. video of live performances, with audio: March 21, 1965 performance at Carnegie Recital 
Hall, New york, Ny, 9:08 minutes.September 15, 2003 performance at Théâtre Le Ranelagh, Paris, France, 
45:45 minutes. © yoKo oNo

arTs
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Christian and Sean Procter, aged 41 and 
38 respectively, are putting hometown 
musical legends on the map for fantas-
tic music videos through their company 
Procter Bros. Industries (PBI).

Their video for B.C. spoken word artist 
Shane Koyczan’s To This Day Project has 
received over 12 million views on YouTube 
alone. In 2013, at the Western Canadian 
Music Awards in Calgary, the brothers 
won Video of the Year for JP Hoe’s song 
“Nothing’s Gonna Harm You.”

They recently put out videos for The 
JD Edwards Band’s “Going Down to 
Mexico” and “On Top” by The Lytics. 
The Proctors say there are tentative plans 
to create a video for a song from a recently 
finished new album by Danger Cat.

The brothers moved into an office on 
Arthur Street in November 2013 after 
launching their company two years earlier 
on Selkirk Avenue. The siblings love Win-
nipeg, especially the North End.

“I really think the thing that is going to 
make a difference in this city is to unleash 
all the great creative ideas and people that 
are here on the rest of the country, the rest 
of the world,” Christian says.

In 2011, before PBI, the brothers were 
volunteering on the campaign of NDP 
candidate Kevin Chief, now the MLA 
for Point Douglas. People on the team 
discovered Christian was an artist and 
asked if he would do an illustration for 
the party.

He pitched the idea of an animated 
video, and although he’d never made one 
before, believed he could figure it out, 
and asked his brother to help. Sean had 
recently returned from travelling after a 
decade at Archangel Fireworks and took 
up the offer.

After the campaign they were subcon-
tracted by Vancouver’s NOW Communi-
cations to do a commercial for the Brit-
ish Columbia Teachers’ Federation. The 
money earned from that project was used 
to open PBI in Winnipeg.

The Proctor brothers’ process sees 
Christian building and physically animat-
ing props, with Sean doing photography 
and editing.

Creations from their videos adorn their 
office, like the robot from The Lytics 
video.

“[It’s] made of cardboard and wire, 
but it was fairly involved,” Christian says. 
“It was a couple days work to put that 
together, and it’s all articulated too, to be 
animated, so all the joints work.”

Sean uses two cameras, a Canon Rebel 
and a Panasonic LUMIX GH1, the latter 
purchased in 2009 by Sean for his trip. 
They use Dragonframe for editing, a pro-
gram made specifically for stop-motion.

Along with music videos, they do work 
which is politically left-leaning, which fits 
a history of family support for the NDP.

“If work was solicited from the political 
right, we would not take on the project,” 
Sean says.

They also run workshops, teach courses 
and hire interns to introduce others to 
video making and stop-motion anima-
tion.

“The idea is to be an example of the 
idea that if you want to do it, just commit 
yourself to work real hard and get super 
good at what you do and you’ll have suc-
cess,” Christian says.

NoW PlayING

I knew very little about Labor Day before 
going in to see it. I knew it was directed by 
Jason Reitman, who was behind such recent 
successes as Up in the Air and Juno. I knew it 
starred Kate Winslet and Josh Brolin, two actors 
I’ve always liked and respected. And I knew it 
was being marketed as this season’s answer to 
The Notebook, a period romantic drama about 
impossible love.

So imagine my surprise when the film 
began with a terrifying, bleeding man taking 
a single mother and her young son hostage. I 
thought to myself, “Is this a horror movie?” It 
certainly felt like it. This deranged, dangerous 
person has a vulnerable family at his mercy. 
But, it turns out he’s gentle, a handyman, a 
master chef, and generally a saint.

If that makes you roll your eyes as hard as 
mine did, Labor Day isn’t for you. The romance 

at its core doesn’t work because this is a 
dangerous person! Reitman wants the audience 
to root for Winslet’s mother and Brolin’s fugitive 
to get together, but I never do because it is a 
terrible idea. His predatory personality meshes 
with the film’s predatory attitude towards sex. 
This isn’t a minor detail; the movie is drenched 
in a creepy adolescent sexuality that may have 
been there to serve the romance, but instead 
feels threatening.

After watching Labor Day, I can’t help 
but wonder what Reitman was thinking. After 
making such thoughtful comedies as Thank 
you for Smoking and young Adult, why make 
a melodrama that completely lacks a sense of 
humour? I make it a point to judge the movie I 
saw, not the one I wanted to see, but this still 
feels like a wasted opportunity. 2014 could have 
seen a new Reitman comedy. Instead, we got 
what feels like a Lifetime movie with better 
cinematography.

thomas Pashko

Film

SUPPLIED

arTs

labor day

THe disappeared
SUPPLIED

Plays aT CINemaTheque Feb 7 - 12

I’ve never heard “lost at sea movies” or 
“lifeboat movies” discussed as a genre, but I 
think there’s a convincing case to be made for 
it. As far back as Alfred Hitchcock’s Lifeboat 
and as recently as Ang Lee’s Life of Pi, stories 
of survival in the isolated setting of a boat are 
a rarely discussed tradition. Canadian feature 
The Disappeared is a solidly dutiful entry in this 
tradition that never feels like old hat.

The setup is simple: a ship has sunk, and 
its six-man crew is stranded in two lifeboats. 
If you’ve ever seen a movie like this, then 
you’re already familiar with every story beat 
that The Disappeared hits. But writer/director 
Shandi Mitchell (Baba’s House) understands 
that movies like this aren’t about plot. They’re 
about character, isolation, and survival. The 
setting of a lifeboat is a unique one: a lifeboat 
stranded in the middle of the ocean is able 
to be claustrophobic while still conveying the 
vastness of the unforgiving sea. The setting 

allows for rich themes to be explored to their 
full potential without ever being verbalized or 
hammered home.

The characters always feel three-dimen-
sional. In a movie all about character interplay, 
it’s easy for a filmmaker to give in to the urge 
to make their characters cyphers for a theme 
or worldview. Mitchell resists that temptation. 
All of her characters are real people, flawed 
and unlikable, yet sympathetic. They’re not nec-
essarily the people you’d want to be stranded 
with, which is the point. All of the performances 
are perfectly calibrated. I particularly enjoyed 
Brian Downey, who I recognized as the villain 
from Hobo with a Shotgun. There he was manic; 
here he’s subtle.

The drama does sometimes feel forced, 
mainly because it is. How could it not be? But 
The Disappeared isn’t about drama. If you can 
look past that, you’ll be well served.

thomas Pashko

in moTion
video production company Proctor Bros. Industries is 
rolling right along

lukas benjamin thiessen

beat reporter

@luKaSbenJamint

Thomas Pashko Is aN aWarD-WINNING maGGIe smITh ImPersoNaTor.  
FolloW hIm oN TWITTer @ThomasPashko

SUPPLIED

Check out Proctor Bros. Industries 
videos at www.proctorbrosindus-
tries.com.

view their video for Shane Koy-
czan’s To This Day Project at you-
tube.com/watch?v=ltun92DfnPy.
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Located at 244 Kennedy St, Taste of Med-
iterranean offers a bold contrast in flavour 
compared to other neighborhood options. 
You can get a platter-full of food and a 
tummy full of happy for a decent price 
and on the fly.

Taste of Mediterranean offers Mid-
dle Eastern options like shawarma, and 
although it might not be the best in the 
city, it does the job for providing some 
variety for lunch crowds.

The restaurant’s location is very conve-
nient for University of Winnipeg students, 
office workers, downtown residents and 
the like. A bus stop is located directly in 
front of the door (southbound Kennedy 
St. at Graham Ave.) and another stop is 
within walking distance (Vaughn St. at 
Graham Ave.). In theory, you could grab a 
pita and hummus ($5.99) and have a snack 
on the bench while waiting for your bus.

Taste of Mediterranean is a Canadian 

franchise restaurant that started in Toronto 
in 2004 with three locations, and has since 
expanded across Canada and the United 
States.

The menu is displayed above the 
walk-up order counter on LED screens. 
I ordered the day’s special, Spanokopita 
(spinach pie) with rice, potatoes and Greek 
salad ($8.99). My lunch date ordered the 
Lebanese Platter, composed of chicken 
shawarma, hummus, taboulah, Greek 
salad, rice and pita ($9.99). Other platter 
options included Mediterranean, souvlaki 
and Greek.

Besides the platters and specials, Taste of 
Mediterranean also has four different types 
of sandwiches, all for $5.99. Salads ranged 
from $5.99 to $8.99, with a decide-your-
side combo option for $7.99.

The prices were a little bit heftier than 
the usual fast food meal, but so were the 
portion sizes. I was somewhat gracious our 
food was served in compartmental styro-
foam to-go containers as there were many 
parts to the meal and a lot of food I could 
take away for later.

Overall the food was enjoyable. A high-
light was the garlic sauce, generously zig-
zagged across the entire dish. Another plus 

was the shawarma, as it was tender and 
flavourful especially when paired with a 
bit of the taboulah (herbs, diced tomatoes 
and onions). Unfortunately though, the 
potatoes were slightly dry and the rice was 
forgettable.

I wouldn’t recommend dining in if you 
are looking for an experience, unless you 
consider being surrounded by barren white 
walls and fake plants a riot. Small framed 
tourist posters of the Mediterranean were 
a more optimistic touch, but almost made 
the décor feel more depressing.

Still, with Greek and Middle Eastern 
plates galore, you’ll definitely leave with 
some sort of taste of the Mediterranean.

make iT mediTerranean
Despite mundane decor, Taste of Mediterranean offers fast, casual solution to Greek 
and Middle Eastern cuisine cravings

samantha sarty

volunteer Staff

@SartySarty

dine-O-mite

Taste of Mediterranean is located 
at 244 Kennedy St.

Hours of operation are Monday to 
Friday, 11 am to 8 pm.

For more information call (204) 
942-2304 or visit tasteofmediter-
ranean.ca.
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For most Winnipegers, civic elections elicit 
nary a blip on our collective radar as years 
past have produced lackluster candidates 
and even more unimaginative policy ideas. 
Those trends and patterns may have served 
the city in an adequate fashion as a mid-
sized prairie town, but times have changed: 
Winnipeg is now a growing city and is 
only now presenting itself as a city on the 
upswing after years of minimal growth or 
even slight recession.

Since 2010, Winnipeg has inaugurated a 
terminal at the airport, constructed a new 
football stadium and garnered ourselves 
some nationwide attention for our fever-
ish fandom of the newly minted Winni-
peg Jets. In the next year, the Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights will open and 
put us in the national spotlight. The City 

predicts that by 2035, the population of the 
Winnipeg Metropolitan Area will cross the 
1,000,000 mark, accounting for a period 
of unprecedented growth in our sleepy 
prairie metropolis.

Along with those impressive feats, how-
ever, what Winnipeg truly faces is the 
hard realization that we are transitioning 
to becoming a big city. To brutally para-
phrase a motif from Spider-Man, this 
would require us to step up and change 
how we run our cities. For example, that 
means actually working to create an open 
system of government, so citizens can see 
who makes decisions affecting our cities. 
Water parks next to national human rights 
museums? Not so much.

Winnipeg’s civic leadership has been 
admittedly below par in the past few 

years. What the city needs now is a civic 
vision that allows us to look forward. No 
offense to the patchwork policy around 
snow clearing and removal, but quite sim-
ply it has to be improved. The same goes 
for our consistently brown water with our 
decaying infrastructure, and I can’t speak 
to the quality of our transit system without 
immediately pondering the location of the 
closest watering holes.

This is where you, the reader, enter the 
equation. As citizens, it’s important for us 
to drive the change and progress we want 
to see in our city. At the point of this writ-
ing, few candidates have formally declared 
their intention for various council and 
mayoral positions, but rest assured people 
are listening and looking for policy ideas 
to run on. If you have a passion or vision 

for the city, put it forward. Go to a forum, 
volunteer for a campaign or even tweet 
about it.

What Winnipeg truly requires at this 
point in the game is a comprehensive 
plan to move from a middle-sized city to 
a national player. We’ll need to seriously 
address our policies towards urban sprawl, 
clarify how we proceed with development 
and under which stipulations, while also 
working to fix and address our transporta-
tion system. It’s a laundry list of problems 
for the city, but what we truly need are cit-
izens to get involved and move their own 
city forward.

Zach Fleisher studies politics at the University 
of winnipeg.

biG CHanGe on THe 
Horizon for winnipeG
Why you should get involved in the civic election

Zach Fleisher

volunteer Staff

@ZachfleiSh

SUPPLIED

Recently I was at a friend’s home enjoying 
the typical snack of crackers and cheese as 
we discussed our future plans and poten-
tial careers. Our daydreaming was cut short 
when our conversation veered towards the 

potentiality of a bleak future greeting our 
generation, Generation Y. For those born 
roughly between the early 1980s to mid-
1990s (other sources may say the 1970s 
- 2000), you are considered a member of 
Generation Y, also known as the Millennials.

Generation Y has been described as chock-
full of people who are confident, open-
minded, egocentric, technologically savvy 
and seeking immediate gratification (we can 
thank Facebook and texting for that).

According to multiple studies, news 
reports and economists, Generation Y will 
be awoken with a bucket of ice cold water 
in the form of a lack of post-graduation 
job security, an inflation of credentials (i.e. 
“You need to speak 2-3 languages and have 
obtained a Masters degree in order to be 
considered for this position.”) and rather 
dim economic prospects.

Depressing? Yes. Frustrating? Heck yes. 
So should we just label ourselves as Gener-
ation Y Bother? Not just yet.

Past generations in North America were 
given a more concrete and linear outline 
of their life plans: go to school, get a good 
job (or stay at home, if you were a female), 
marry a person of the opposite sex, pro-
duce 2 to 4 offspring to complete your 
nuclear family and then retire.

Thanks to modernity through global-
ization, improved technology and our 
ever-increasing population, today’s North 
American Generation Y has a less pre-
dictable yet more progressive life plan: go 
to school (dependent upon your area of 
study), date, mate or marry a partner or 
fly solo, procreate, adopt or choose not to 
have children and retire early, late or never. 
Add a pinch of travel, a dash of volunteer-
ism, plus an allergy or dietary restriction, 
and now you have Generation Y.

With this nonlinear projection of what 
the future holds for Generation Y, we have 
the opportunity to be even more bold, 
brave and random than our parents were 

in their thoughts, actions, and dreams. We 
have to embrace the unexpected.

On a recent class trip to New York, I 
had the pleasure of meeting author and 
human rights advocate Irshad Manji. She 
offered a piece of advice that every Gen-
eration Y baby should hear: You do not 
have to build up your resume for a job that 
already exists. You are alive in a time where 
you can mould a job of your own and cre-
ate a unique future plan.

While reality showcases the doom and 
gloom of environmental degradation and 
the alarming control that technology now 
has over civilization, Generation Y show-
cases the diverse potential of humanity. 
We have been called the Peter Pan Gen-
eration (a fear of growing up) and the Tro-
phy Generation (everyone is a winner) but 
what about embracing the title of Gener-
ation Y Not?

As a proud member of Generation y, Chelsea 
is pursuing her passion of social justice in 
her extracurricular work and as a fourth year 
Human Rights & Global Studies student.

GeneraTion  
y noT?
Millennials write their own 
futures

chelsea caldwell

volunteer

SUPPLIED
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After a Winnipeg City Council meeting 
on January 29, the wheels are finally in 
motion for the Universal Bus Pass project 
to become a reality.

With help from members of the Renewal 
and Public Works Committee, the Univer-
sity of Winnipeg Students’ Association and 
University of Manitoba Students’ Union 
have secured the necessary funding from 
the municipal and provincial governments 
to establish the U-Pass program.

“We’ve been fortunate enough to have a 
couple of counsellors break the mold and 
be receptive to our program,” says Rorie 
Mcleod Arnould, Vice President Advocate 
at the UWSA.

“We’ve seen pretty solid statistics that 
came out of the referendum question and 
some surveys we did last year, showing that 
people who choose not to ride the bus, do 
so because of cost,” Arnould continues.

“If we can drop the price 50%, that’s 
going to make a huge difference in people’s 

willingness to use public transit as their 
main mode of transportation.”

One of the main players in City Coun-
cil helping this project across the finish 
line has been Councillor Jenny Gerbasi 
(Fort Rouge - East Fort Garry), who sits 
on the Renewal and Public works commit-
tee. A budget amendment was called for 
in December 2013 when the U-Pass wasn’t 
included in the draft budget.

“It makes sense to subsidize this pro-
gram. It makes our city healthier, it’s good 
for our young people, our culture, and our 

infrastructure,” Gerbasi says. “It’s some-
thing that has been hoped for by a lot of 
students for a long time, and we finally 
really have a chance of achieving it.”

The original amount that was to be 
charged to University of Winnipeg stu-
dents for the U-Pass was $200 from Sep-
tember to April, as decided by a majority 
referendum vote in the Fall 2012 by-elec-
tions.

“This is a great idea for students, espe-
cially considering the amount of people 
that take transit on this campus,” says 

Christian Massaroni, a fourth year Rheto-
ric and Communications student.

After negotiations, the municipal and 
provincial governments agreed to just 
under $2 million to fund the project, 
which is far below the $3.7 million required 
to bridge the funding gap. As a result, stu-
dents will have to re-vote on a referendum 
question asking if they are willing pay $260 
for the U-Pass.

“Money is a very sensitive topic with 
students,” Massaroni points out. “If stu-
dents don’t like the way this turns out, it 
might encourage them to go out and vote 
for things.”

According to Gerbasi, these numbers 
are “more doable for the city, but still very 
reasonable for the students.”

The future of this project is now in the 
students’ hands, and its fate relies on the 
results of the new referendum vote. If all 
goes well, the U-Pass will begin in Septem-
ber 2016.

“The students that benefit from this 
program will go on to contribute to the tax 
pool that will then benefit students coming 
after them,” Arnould explains. “It’s part of 
the cyclical nature of public services.”

For more information on the 
U-Pass at the University of winni-
peg, visit theuwsa.ca/u-pass.

u-pass moves 
forward
Project gets green light 
from city, province

raegan hedley

city reporter

@raegJuleS

The effects of the financial meltdown 
in 2008 have been wide-ranging and 
long-lasting. “This is a subject matter that 
is real and happening right now. People 
have lost their homes and jobs, and we’ll 
see a ripple effect into the 2020s,” says 
Christopher Brauer, Associate Professor in 
the University of Winnipeg’s Theatre and 
Film department.

The Power of Yes, an ensemble piece writ-
ten by English playwright David Hare and 
based on interviews with major players in 
the 2008 credit crisis, is being directed by 
Brauer and will be presented February 11-14 
by his third year honours theatre class.

The topic has created an educational 
experience for students beyond learning 
the nuts and bolts of professional theatri-
cal production.

“When I first saw the script I was like 
‘why Christopher, why?’,” says Satara 
Subedar with a laugh. “But it’s been really 
exciting to see the story come off the page 

and learn about things that I never did 
look into.”

Between research, classes and late night 
rehearsals, the dedication that students like 
Subedar are required to bring to the pro-
duction is a realistic look into the life of a 
professional theatre actor.

“There’s a degree of rigor involved in 
the class,” Brauer says. “About 30 students 
audition for honours and 12 get in. The 
auditions are a two day process… we’re 
looking at freedom of movement, freedom 
of imagination, can they take direction.

“I always say it’s mainly a willingness to 
commit to weird stuff.”

It is a steep commitment on many lev-
els, but Subedar stays grounded with help 
from friends and family. “We’re a really 
lucky group,” she says, “and everyone has 
a lot of support.”

In addition to actors, students who excel 
behind the scenes are heavily involved in 
the process. Dozens of design and pro-

duction students have worked to create a 
unique set.

“The space is a black box theatre that 
we’ve converted to make a theatre in the 
round,” Brauer explains. “Our designer 
[Joseph Abetria] worked with the image of 
an exploding bubble… it’s visually some-
thing completely different.”

Although topical, some potential audi-
ence members may be hesitant about the 
subject matter, doubting how entertaining 
a play about the economy can be. Working 
to bring humanity to the text has been a 
challenge, but Subedar is confident they 
will pull off.

“I think it’s really funny!” she proclaims.
Brauer, who chose the piece with the 

honours class in mind, weighs in on the 
subject. “This is what theatre is meant to 
do – to shed a light on a subject mat-
ter. The idea that only escapist theatre 
is interesting… I find that to be a really 
odd response. Let’s engage in the world 

we live in.”
Regardless, he promises you will not 

be bored if you choose to attend. “There’s 
a surprising amount of rock and roll 
involved. It’s really going to be a feast for 
the eyes as well as the ears.”

The Power of yes runs February 
11-14 at 8 pm at the Asper Centre 
for Theatre and Film (400 Colony 
St). 

Tickets are free, but reservations 
are available through theatre.
uwinnipeg.ca. 

THe power of 
CommiTmenT
Honours students put 
full-time hours into their 
February production

melanie dahling

beat reporter

@SugarDahling

Toques and shades: The Power of yes in 
rehearsal.

SUPPLIED

DANIEL CRUMP
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ClimaTe 
CHanGed
Dr. Guy McPherson to 
share findings on hot 
button issue

brian lorraine

city eDitor

@reD_river_rebel

CITy

STreeTer By ADRIENNE TESSIER Q: whaT do you ThinK of The possiBiliTy of a $260 upass in sepTeMBer 2016?

ZACH FleiSCHer, 
4TH yeAr POliTi-
CAl SCieNCe
“I am of the opinion that any 
such move provides a frame-
work to substantially improve 
our transportation services, 
and positions Winnipeg as a 
model of sustainability across 
Canada. I am excited to see 
what kind of increases in rid-
ership we can expect with the 
implementation of the UPass, 
and the continued improvement 
of Winnipeg transit services 
for students and the general 
community.”

lexi VAN dyCk, 
4TH yeAr WOm-
eN’S ANd GeNder 
STUdieS
“I think it sounds like a great 
idea, and it can potentially 
make transportation a lot 
more accessible and afford-
able for students.”

JeSSiCA WieBe, 
2Nd yeAr 
BiO-PHSyCHOl-
OGy (HONS.)
“[The UPass] would make 
it easier to afford going to 
school. I’m working mini-
mum wage trying to pay my 
way, and having the UPass 
would make it a lot easier 
for me.”

mArCie FeHr, 
4TH yeAr 
WOmeN’S ANd 
GeNder STUdieS 
(HONS.)
“The UPass is the most awe-
some thing to ever make 
total sense.”

SUPPLIED

Could catastrophic climate change wipe 
out the human species within the next 
20-30 years?

According to Dr. Guy McPherson, Pro-
fessor Emeritus of Natural Resources and 
Ecology & Evolutionary Biology of the 
University of Arizona, it is an undeniable 
certainty.

“I think people deserve to know the 
facts about climate change,” he says. “Even 
if the facts are lethal.”

Anybody interested in hearing the 
details about these facts, and how we 
might live in light of them, can catch Dr. 
McPherson at the West End Cultural Cen-
tre Thursday, February 6 at 7 pm.

“What I’ll be doing in my presentation 
is connecting the dots that other scientists, 
other primary researchers and organiza-
tions have been putting out,” he describes, 
referring to his talk as ‘stand-up tragedy’.

McPherson concludes humans will not 
survive beyond the next couple of decades 
due to what he calls ‘self-reinforcing feed-
back loops’. These are processes that, when 
set in motion, self-perpetuate at a greater 
and greater intensity by feeding off their 
own momentum.

“I just don’t see anybody else taking 
the time, making the effort to connect 
disparate information – and even similar 
information,” he says of climate research. 
“Mine is the only essay and website I know 
about that includes the 30 self-reinforcing 
feedback loops we’ve triggered.”

One of the most prominently researched 
examples is the persistence of methane 
hydrates, or clathrates, bubbling up from 
the floor of the Arctic Ocean – a hypothe-
sis known as the clathrate gun.

“Methane is, on a relatively short time-
scale, about a hundred times more powerful 
a greenhouse gas – molecule for molecule 
– as carbon dioxide,” McPherson explains. 
“And the more of those [clathrates] that 
bubble out of the Arctic Ocean, the warmer 
it gets; and the warmer it gets, the more 
those bubble out of the Arctic Ocean – so 
it’s a self-reinforcing feedback cycle.”

This is merely one way that methane 
is currently being released into the atmo-
sphere. Vents through the permafrost in 
the northern hemisphere have also been 
leaking an increasing amount of subsurface 
methane which used to be trapped under-

neath, now escaping as the permafrost 
thaws with the warming of the climate.

According to Dr. McPherson, scien-
tists working in Siberia found some of 
these vents to be roughly 30cm across in 
the summer of 2010, and by the summer 
of 2011 they’d grown to about a kilometer 
across.

If that’s not enough to make you pes-
simistic about the survival of human life 

on earth, here’s the kicker: we haven’t yet 
begun to feel the warming effects of our 
record-breaking emissions of the last 30 years.

“We know there’s a 40 year lag between 
cause and consequence,” says McPher-
son. “We’ve emitted more carbon into 

the atmosphere in the last 29 years than 
the previous 300 years combined, so that’s 
going to catch up to us.

“It turns out we can’t have infinite 
growth on a finite planet, without conse-
quences.”

Dr. McPherson speaks Thursday, 
February 6 at 8 pm at the wECC. 

Tickets are $15 at the door. 
on Sunday February 9, he will 
be doing a presentation and 
book-signing of his recent work 
Going Dark at McNally Robinson 
Booksellers in Grant Park Mall. 
Check out guymcpherson.com for 
more info.

“it turnS out we can’t have 
infinite growth on a finite 
planet, without conSequenceS.” 
- DR. GUy MCPHERSON, PROFESSOR EMERITUS, ECOLOGy AND NATURAL RESOURCES &  
EvOLUTIONARy BIOLOGy

“



aCross
1- Composer Khachatu-

rian; 

5- Figs.; 

8- Female sheep; 

12- Sunscreen ingredient; 

13- Unit of weight in 

gemstones; 

15- Steak order; 

16- Crikey!; 

17- White with age; 

18- Ballerina Pavlova; 

19- Street urchin; 

22- Bear lair; 

23- Kimono accessory; 

24- French friend; 

26- Maximally; 

29- Indistinct; 

31- Georgia, once: Abbr.; 

32- Bellini opera; 

34- Eliot’s Marner; 

36- Bhutan’s continent; 

38- 1980s attorney 

general; 

40- Free from doubt; 

41- Riyadh resident; 

43- Swagger; 

45- Star Wars letters; 

46- Likenesses; 

48- Grownups; 

50- No ___!; 

51- DDE’s command; 

52- Slangy denial; 

54- Revise; 

61- Four Corners state; 

63- Rate; 

64- Like ___ not; 

65- Nada; 

66- Saturn’s largest 

moon; 

67- Strong taste; 

68- Word that can 

succeed building, web or 

burial; 

69- ___ Lobos; 

70- Bustles;

down
1- Take down ___; 

2- Prego competitor; 

3- Blind as ___; 

4- Freshwater catfish; 

5- Greek temple; 

6- Algerian port; 

7- Dress often worn by 

Hindu women; 

8- Period of history; 

9- Desire to travel; 

10- Fish-eating eagle; 

11- Actor Penn; 

13- White baptism robe; 

14- Representative; 

20- Black; 

21- Big birds; 

25- Eye part; 

26- very, to verdi; 

27- victorious; 

28- Head lock; 

29- Iraqi port; 

30- Fenced areas; 

31- KLM rival; 

33- Encountered; 

35- Cinque follower; 

37- Purim month; 

39- Good spirit; 

42- Aviation pioneer 

Sikorsky; 

44- Ballet skirt; 

47- Movie critic Roger; 

49- Humbert Humbert’s 

obsession; 

52- Sisters; 

53- yours, in Tours; 

55- Fall short; 

56- Director Preminger; 

57- Narrow inlets;

58- Somewhat;

59- Up ___ good;

60- Energy units;

62- Tee follower;

Sudoku Puzzle - Hard

www.sudoku-puzzles.net
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www.sudoku-puzzles.net
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The Student Services staff of The University 
of Winnipeg provides the student body with 
current information and opportunities. This 
information is updated weekly.

acadeMic advising
PERMISSIoN To REGISTER LATE

Are you on a waitlist? If you get a 
permission form from your professor to 
register for a class after January 17, you 
will need to see an academic advisor within 
3 working days before you can submit the 
form to Student Central.  Please come in 
during Drop In hours.

ExTENDED DRoP-IN HoURS

Do you have a quick question for an 
Academic Advisor?  Daily Drop In hours, in 
1C16, are extended in January.

9:00 -10:30 am    •    1:30- 4:00 pm

STUDy SKILLS woRKSHoPS

Workshops are FREE and no registration is 
required.

Dates: January 8-23
Location: Room 3M69 (3rd Floor –Manitoba 
Hall)

woRKSHoP ToPIC SCHEDULE

academic Writing: Tues. January 21, 
2:30-3:45
memory and Test-Taking strategies: Wed. 
January 22, 12:30-1:20
Dealing with exam anxiety: Thu. January 
23, 2:30-3:45

For more information on the workshops, 
visit:  www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-
adv-study-skills-workshops

accessiBiliTy services
Accessibility Services provides a number of 
accommodations and supports to students 
with documented disabilities as well as 
short & long-term medical conditions.  If 
you think you may have a disability, we 

can also provide you with information and 
support.

Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 8:30AM to 
4:30PM
Location: Room 1A08 – 1st Floor, Ashdown 
Hall
Website address:  www.uwinnipeg.ca/
accessibility
General Information:  accessibility@
uwinnipeg.ca
Phone: 786-9771

awards  &  financial aid
GovERNMENT STUDENT AID AND wINTER 
TERM TUITIoN PAyMENT

If you applied for government student 
aid through your home province for the 
Fall/Winter session (Sept.-April), and have 
already received your Fall term funding, 
you will automatically be placed on our Fee 
Deferral list.

Fee Deferral means you have been given 
a one month grace period so that while 
we wait for your government student aid 
payment to arrive:

a. your registration is not cancelled, and
b. you are not charged late payment fees,

you must have applied for government 
student aid funding for your Fall/
Winter session or Winter term session by 
December 2 in order to be placed on our 
Fee Deferral list.

*Check your WebMail account for the email 
that confirms you are on this list.

If you an out-of-province and/or part-time 
student and applied for funding by Decem-
ber 2 but you did not receive an email, as 
long as the Awards & Financial Aid office 
confirms your enrollment and/or signs your 
loan documents by January 24, you will be 
added to the Tuition Fee Deferral list.

NOTE: Most provinces, such as Manitoba, 
will pay the tuition fees owing directly to 
the UW. However, some provinces send 

the funds directly to the student, and they 
are expected to pay their tuition on their 
own.  Out-of-province students should 
check their account or with their provincial 
student aid branch to verify which will 
occur.

AwARD APPLICATIoNS CURRENTLy 
AvAILABLE:

Graduate and Professional Studies 
Expenses Bursary - For students in the final 
year of their undergraduate program who 
are applying for entry into a Graduate or 
Professional Studies Program with financial 
need.

General Bursary – These bursaries are 
meant to provide additional support to 
those who have unmet financial need after 
they have accessed all financial resources 
available to them.

Both application forms are available online:
www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awds-cur-
rent-continuing

INFoRMATIoN SESSIoNS oN GovERNMENT 
STUDENT AID FUNDING

If you are a Canadian citizen and/or perma-
nent resident with financial need, you may 
be interested in our upcoming “Government 
Student Aid Information Session” held in 
Room 2M70-2nd Floor, Manitoba Hall on the 
following dates:

Wednesday, January 29, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Thursday, January 30, 11 a.m.-Noon

These sessions are FREE. The first half of 
each session will be a presentation on 
when and how to apply as well as the types 
of funding available. The second half will be 
an open Question & Answer period so come 
prepared to have all your questions and 
concerns about the program answered.

Please email awards@uwinnipeg.ca by 
Monday, January 27, 2014 with the session 
date you would like to attend. (Registration 
is limited so sign up early to reserve your 
spot!)

If you are unable to attend but would 
like more information, please visit our 
Government Student Aid webpage (www.
uwinnipeg.ca/index/portal-awards-finan-
cial-aid), or stop by the Awards & Financial 
Aid office during drop-in hours, 8:30-2 
p.m. Monday-Friday, Room 1C22-1st Floor, 
Centennial Hall.

sTudenT cenTral
Need somewhere to store your jacket and 
boots? Rent a locker from Student Central!       
There are lockers still available on the 
1st-4th floors of Centennial Hall, in the 
basement of MB Hall and on the 3rd floor of 
Richardson College. Locker rentals are $20 
per person for Winter Term.

Just send a Webmail email to studentcen-
tral@uwinnipeg.ca with your preferred 
location or visit us at  Student Central.

U2013Fw CoURSE DRoPS

Tuesday, January 21st, 2014 is the last day 
to drop a U2013FW course. No refund is 
applicable.

U2013w ADD/DRoP PERIoD

The Add/Drop Period for U2013W is January 
6th to 17th. The last day to add a U2013W 
course is January 17th. U2013W courses 
dropped during this time are eligible for a 
100% refund of tuition, student association 
and student association building fund fees.

PAyMENT PLANS

Still haven’t paid your tuition fees? Are you 
unable to pay your entire tuition at once? 
If you can pay at least 25% of the amount 
due immediately, you can set up a payment 
plan at Student Central. $25/course late 
fees are applicable. Payment plans must 
be completed by Feb. 28th, 2014. Come to 
Student Central today!

G2013w TUITIoN FEES

G2013W (Graduate Studies) tuition fees are 
due January 17, 2014. Pay online through 

your bank’s website! Set up the U of W as a 
bill. your seven-digit student number is the 
account number. (The University does not 
charge a convenience fee for this payment 
method.)

U2013F GRADES

U2013F grades will be approved and posted 
on WebAdvisor about Jan. 21st. Click on the 
“Transcript” link to view.

ATTENTION SPRING GRADS:

The deadline to apply for Spring Graduation 
is Feb. 14th, 2014

Applications for Graduation are available at 
and are submitted to Student Central.

oPEN HoUSE 2014

Wednesday, February 19th
9am – 2pm, 5:30pm – 8:00pm

Thinking about changing your major?

Have a friend or family member who is 
considering coming to UWinnipeg next 
year?

Open House 2014 will be the perfect chance 
for all students to find out more about 
all of the different majors UWinnipeg 
offers.  Current students will discover what 
possible majors, minors or electives they 
could choose from. Future students will get 
to meet with professors, tour our buildings 
and labs, apply on the spot for admission 
and see why UWinnipeg is the right choice 
for their studies.

If you are a current student, take this 
opportunity to explore your options and 
tell future students about yOUR University 
of Winnipeg!

For more information visit: uwinnipeg.ca/
openhouse or call 779.UWIN (8946)
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1. PHiliP SeymOUr HOFFmAN
RIP Scotty J, Lancaster Dodd, Brandt, Dustin 
Davis, Mattress Man, “Lester Bangs”, Phil 
Parma, “Truman Capote”, Caden Cotard, Jack 
and young Craps Player. 

2. “BABy, FUel yOUr JeTS”
An actual remake of “Baby, Cool your Jets” 
by Jet Set Satellite. Almost as good as Randy 
Bachman’s “That’s One Hot Russian Jet”. 
Almost.

3. THe SUPer BOWl
Anything that gives us an episode of Girls a 
day early is alright.

4. THe SUPer BOWl
Anything that pre-empts True Detective is not 
alright.

5. WOOdy AlleN
We’re not going near this one.

6. PASS THe mASH
That’s what the “mash” is?

7. ONe OF THe POrTAGe PlACe TWiT-
Ter ACCOUNTS WAS SUSPeNded 
Walking from the parkade to the arena will 
never be the same.

8. ACTiON BrONSON SmOkeS UP ON 
STAGe iN POrTlANd, FiGHTS SeCU-
riTy
The Grimace was unavailable for comment.

9. POiNT dOUGlAS iS FOr lOVerS: A 
NOrTH eNd CrAFT SAle
We’ll be there! Not making crafts, but buying 
cool stuff.

10. liONel HUTZ
His business card turns into a sponge when 
you put it in water.

THe BACk PAGe liST
soluTIoNs To lasT Week’s Puzzles.

MIKE SUDoMA

The Uniter Fashion Streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the Helsinki fashion blog 
www.hel-looks.com. Each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual 
expression and celebrate that you are really, really good looking.

Jim

“I like the Johnny Cash 
Man in Black look.”

lasT Week’s suDoku CoNTaINeD 

aN error aND Was ThereFore 

uNsolVable.

The uNITer aPoloGIzes For The 

error.

CHOOSE YOUR
CERTIFICATE

ADVERTISING – MEDIA MANAGEMENT 

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

EVENT MANAGEMENT

FASHION MANAGEMENT & PROMOTIONS

FINANCIAL PLANNING

GLOBAL BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

MARKETING MANAGEMENT

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

business.humber.ca/postgrad
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J CKUW FUNDRIVE J WRAP-UP PARTY

10PM ENTER VIA EDMONTON ST. DOORS OR UNDERGROUND PARKADE

18+ W/ VALID ID | FREE WITH U OF W STUDENT CARD | OTHER GUESTS $20

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 14
PORTAGE PLACE

RYAN 
HEMSWORTH 

(WEDIDIT, LAST GANG RECORDS)

AUDIOOPERA
SMRT

SURPRISE PARTY


