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BY ZACH FLEISHER

Q: Do YoU THinK CUrrEnT LEVELs of ProVinCiAL HEALTH CArE sPEnDing ArE sUsTAin-
ABLE in THE Long TErM? 

geoff Heath, me-
chanical director
“Yes. However, as 
much as I’d like to 
have a continuation 
in funding, I think its 
important to divert 
that (funding) to 
preventative issues.“

Jonalyn Toledo, 
third-year student, 
kinesiology 
“No, because things 
are getting more costly. 
Inflation and other 
things we have to pay 
for (are costing more).”

Jonathan Brick, 
businessman 
“Yes, however, let 
me put it this way; 
prescription drugs 
cost a lot for low 
incomes families, 
which is difficult for 
them.”

David novikoff, acountant
“No, unless they get their 
act together, which means 
they have to clean it up.”

Kim Laurea, 
first-year student, 
psychology
“Not sure, because 
of the demand. 
Who is going to 
support the system 
because of the baby 
boomers?”

gazel Manuel, second-year 
student, sociology 
“Yes, but it has to be fixed. 
As a person who uses the 
hospital on a regular basis, 
the wait times are still really 
big for a lot of people.”

city enforces decades-old 
bylaw to help fund animal 
services

aNdrew mCmoNagle
volUNTeer STaff

Zero tolerance for dogs without licences started 
Sept. 1 in Winnipeg, and some critics wonder if 
it amounts to anything more than a cash grab 
by the city.

Dog licensing is nothing new in Winnipeg. 
The Animal Control Bylaw (2443/79) is more 

than 30 years old, but there has never been an 
effort to enforce it like this year. The bylaw states 
that any dog over the age of six months requires 
a licence, regardless of breed.

Anyone found with an unlicensed dog in their 
possession can incur a fine of up to $250 issued 
by The Animal Services Agency. If an unli-
censed dog is found wandering stray, the owner 
is responsible for all charges, including boarding 
fees of $23 per day and an impound fee of $52.

Critics of the licensing move, such as Sarah 
McKinney-Mills, a longtime dog owner, won-
der why a licence is necessary if a dog already 
has an identification tattoo as well as an embed-
ded microchip.

“It’s essentially fundraising under the guise of 
a law,” she said. “A $10 PetSmart tag gets your 
dog home faster than calling animal control.”

Leland Gordon, chief operating officer of 
Winnipeg’s Animal Services Agency, responds 
that it’s to protect the dog.

“One element of the licence is to identify,” he 
said. “The other element is the revenue.”

According to Gordon, Animal Services 
responds to 10,500 calls per year, which can 
range from illegal animal reports to noise com-
plaints. The revenue will pay for their facility, 

vehicles and animal control, which rely heavily 
on donors.

“The people who have dogs should contribute 
more,” Gordon said.

Animal shelters in the city hope that this will 
make a difference in the number of unclaimed 
animals.

D’Arcy Johnston, founder of D’Arcy’s Ani-
mal Rescue Centre, is all for the enforcement.

“Licensing provides a measure of control,” he 
said. “We get calls for missing dogs everyday.”

Before Sept. 1, the city was looking at 40 per 
cent compliance with the bylaw; since then, it 
has risen to 50 per cent.

Gordon stresses the benefits to the owners, 
such as the free ride home program. 

If found lost, a licensed dog gets a free ride 
home. If the dog has to be housed until the 
owner can respond, the impound and boarding 

fees are waived the first time. 
If you call the phone number on licences after 

hours you will get directed to 311, who will han-
dle reuniting licensed pets with their owners for 
no extra fee.

Gordon is confident owners will see the value 
in licensing.

“When people go down (to Animal Services) 
they will see where the money goes to,” he said.

In response to critics, Johnston sides with the 
city.

“The bylaws have to be upheld, or else why 
have them?”

Johnston hopes that the city will enforce reg-
ulation of the teeming cat population next.

“Licensing is not the answer to the overpopu-
lation, but it’s good for control,” he said.

Visit www.winnipeg.ca to license a dog online 
and learn more.

Dog licensing for the money, safety

The crackdown on dog licensing is two-fold, says Leland Gordon, cOO of the city's animal services agency. “One 
element of the licence is to identify,” he says. "The other element is the revenue.”

DYLAN HEWLETT

“licensing provides a measure 
of control. We get calls for 
missing dogs everyday.” 
 – D’arcy JOhnSTOn, FOUnDer, D’arcy’S arc
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aNNe ThomaS
BeaT reporTer

As politicians strive to outbid each other's 
remedies for health care staff shortages, we 
hear less about how they'd tackle the long-
term challenges facing the health care sys-
tem – the system today's young people will 
be paying for in the coming decades. 

Manitoba's health care budget has grad-
ually increased from 32 per cent in 1980 to 
43.5 per cent by 2005. Recently its growth has 
slowed, reaching 43.7 per cent by 2010.

Phil Cyrenne, an economics professor at 
the University of Winnipeg, points out that 
healthy equalization and federal transfer pay-
ments have helped cover recent cost increases. 
But the federal transfer agreement is due for 
renegotiation in 2014.

Under pressure from an aging population 
and ever more expensive new treatments, 
tests and drugs, the health care budget could 
eventually run short of growing room.  

“Once it gets over 50 (per cent) then there's 
a saying that pretty soon there'll only be two 
ministers: one will be the finance, the other 
will be the health. You won't need anybody 
else,” Cyrenne said.

Health Minister Theresa Oswald, along 
with PC health critic Myrna Driedger, share 
similar outlooks on ensuring sustainability of 
publicly funded healthcare. 

“There's a whole lot of ways you can find 
efficiencies within the system just by looking 
at innovation,” said Driedger.

“We have to be innovative within the sys-
tem, and find efficiencies in what we're doing 
every day,” said Oswald. 

Noralou Roos, a founding director of the 
Manitoba Centre for Health Policy, described 
several ways of reducing costs without cutting 
services. One option is to spend less on high-
cost screening, surgery or drugs when their 
benefits are not supported by research.

“We know that for certain kinds of condi-
tions they can be very useful in terms of diag-
nosis,” she said of MRIs and CT scans. “But 
extending it to other areas where we really 
don't have good evidence, that's when it (is) 
... increasing expenses without any obvious 
payback.”

Rising drug costs are another drain she'd 
like to see remedied.

“If Canada introduced a universal phar-
macare system and negotiated across the 
country, they could bring the prices down no 
question,” she said.

Improving quality and patient safety 

would also save dollars, Driedger said. She 
offered the nursing shortage as an example of 
unnecessary costs.

“The amount of overtime that is being 
billed is staggering,” she said.

Exodus of doctors
Driedger suggested the province needs to 

stop the exodus of doctors, which in turn 
creates extra costs for recruitment. She said 
Manitoba falls behind most other Canadian 
provinces when it comes to retaining doc-
tors.

When renegotiating the health care trans-
fer in 2014, the federal government will be 
looking for evidence of cost-effective prac-
tices, said Driedger. Manitoba needs to pre-
pare by starting to pull that information 
together, but it won't be easy, she said.

“We're so behind in analysis in health care, 
that we have some of the oldest IT equip-
ment in Canada. Because of that, you can't 
gather information and you can't analyze it,” 
she said.

Oswald disagrees. She said the University 
of Manitoba's research facility, the Manitoba 
Centre for Health Policy, is the envy of the 

nation.
“We have the largest repository of health 

data of any jurisdiction in Canada.”
She said the data provides evidence of 

which programs work, which need modifica-
tion and which need to be scrapped.

“She's just dead wrong, and by a hundred 
miles, in saying that we don't gather evi-
dence,” Oswald said. “There is a huge body 
of evidence and data that we will be able to 
provide to the federal government.”

Oswald emphasized the need for accessi-
ble primary care so situations don't become 

acute. She said planned primary care net-
works would free up doctors' time by giv-
ing people easier access to other health pro-
fessionals.

And she said the province already saves 
money on drug purchases by collaborating 
with other provinces. 

With new technology, she added, hospi-
tal stays can be reduced. For example, a new 
gamma knife to perform laser brain surgery 
has cut hospital recovery time from 30 days 
to less than one.

Roos, Oswald and Driedger all mentioned 
the potential to relieve pressure on the health 
care system by working to prevent chronic 
disease.

But Cyrenne thinks the main cost issue 
is difficult for politicians and the public to 
face. 

“Most of the real costs for health care are 
incurred in the last few years of life,” he said.

“People in desperate circumstances will 
spend all their money on last-ditch treat-
ments for their conditions, ... but I think 
with a public health care system you need to 
have some kind of dialogue about what can 
be treated and what shouldn't be treated.”

Restraining the growing costs of health care

Under pressure from an aging population and ever more expensive new treatments, tests and drugs, Manitoba's health care budget could eventually run short of growing 
room, critics say.

RACHAEL HIEBERT

Politicians look for savings in health system

ChrIS hUNTer
BeaT reporTer

When approaching a modern election, the 
average voter is faced with an overwhelming 
information overload made worse by factious 
party rhetoric and partisan politics. Manito-
baElection.ca aims to correct this.

Kyle Geske, co-founder of Manitoba Elec-
tion, believes that voter apathy and accessi-
bility of electoral information are intrinsically 
linked.

“Our theory is that lack of information is 
leading to people being disengaged,” he said.

The site, co-created by Geske and friends 
Jody Gillis, Andrew Burton and Ken Hara-
sym, is dedicated to educating voters about 
the 2011 provincial election through reorgani-
zation of both media and party material. 

The site includes an interactive riding map 
where users can click on different locations 
in Manitoba to learn what has been written 
about candidates so far.

“It’s basically four friends who got 
together,” said Geske, an IT instructor at Red 
River College. “We would love to think it 
would influence voter turnout, but you can’t 
really gauge that.”

The four created the site after the success 
of their Winnipeg Election site, which saw 
more than 45,000 visits during last fall’s civic 
election. 

This time around, Geske wants to double 
the site visits.

“We started back with the last election 
where we made a similar website,” said Geske. 
“We were bolstered by the response so we did 
one for the Manitoba election.”

Geske holds that many voters face sev-
eral obstacles that prevent them from feeling 
engaged with the process.

“Voting and politics is in general getting 
more and more complicated and the average 
voter may not be equipped,” he said. 

The untrustworthiness stereotypically 
associated with politicians can hamper voter 
decision-making, Geske explained. On top 
of that, the partisan nature of electoral infor-
mation further tests a voter’s trust.

 “When you look for information you find 
it from a candidate, but people are not apt to 
trust politicians,” he said. “Everyone wants to 
make a good choice, but if the information is 
not there we might be prone to backing off 
from the process.”

In other words, voting is a complex under-
taking that requires one to wade through 

convoluted information. The Manitoba Elec-
tion aims to build approachable, well-orga-
nized information for everyone.

“For the most part it reorganizes informa-
tion, but we do have a heavily sourced voter 
education page,” he said. “We have explana-
tions of what an MLA is and how elections 
function. I think it is the only place where 
you can get that information in one place.”

The four have invested an immense effort 
in creating and updating site on a regular 
basis. Geske noted that the effort that went 
into the site is exemplary of how approach-
able electoral information really is.

“If we put in 100 hours to gather this 
information, what does it take for the aver-
age voter to find this?” he said. “We can pro-
vide the research for people that don’t have 
the time.”

To learn more, visit www.manitobaelec-
tion.ca.

New informative election site aims to engage the disengaged

“If Canada introduced 
a universal pharmacare 
system and negotiated 
across the country, they 
could bring the prices down 
no question.” 
 – nOraLOU rOOS, FOUnDinG DirecTOr, ManiTOBa 
cenTre FOr heaLTh POLicy

PEOPLE WORTH READING ABOUT

One website, two website: rrc iT instructor Kyle 
Geske has started up the comprehensive election 
website Manitobaelection.ca. The site is similar to the 
civic election website Geske created last year.

STEPHEN KRUZ, EvAN ROBERTS, SHELBY WAGEMAKERS

“Our theory is that lack of 
information is leading to 
people being disengaged.” 
 – KyLe GeSKe, cO-FOUnDer, ManiTOBaeLecTiOn.ca
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eThaN CaBel
NewS aSSIgNmeNT edITor

On a fall night in Osborne Village, a mob of 
nearly 300 people squeezed into a capacity-
filled Gas Station Arts Centre to hear policy 
wonks and urban nerds talk about the future 
of downtown Winnipeg.

On Sept. 16, Prairie Architects in con-
junction with Storefront Manitoba, hosted 
Next City Talks, an event featuring 10 rapid-
fire presentations about how to build, design 
and ultimately improve our city.

“We’re looking into a bigger venue for 
next year,” said Melissa McAlister, an associ-
ate at Prairie Architects, explaining that sev-
eral people were turned away at the door.

The spontaneity and openness of the pre-
sentations, where each lecturer was given 
vague instructions to discuss their ideal “next 
city,” helped make the event a massive suc-
cess, she said.  

“We really had no idea what people were 
going to talk about.”

The hasty format of the presentations, 
called pecha kucha, was first introduced by 
two architects in Tokyo. It forces speakers to 
succinctly communicate complex thoughts 
and ideas by imposing 20 slides, with 20 sec-
onds to speak per slide, and a total lecture 
time of six minutes and 40 seconds. 

When adapted to the Winnipeg context, 
the format provided visual flair and a sense 
of urgency to the overarching theme.  

“The idea behind the festival was to capi-
talize on the energy we feel that is in the city,” 
said McAlister, adding the choice of present-
ers was a reflection of that energy.

The 10 lecturers included intellectuals 
and entrepreneurs as diverse as local blog-
ger Robert Galston, interior designer Jason 

Kasper and Jack Jonasson, the manager of 
the Lo Pub and Bistro on Ellice Avenue.

“Our city, for the population base, is so 
incredibly spread out … there’s a giant hole 
in the middle of the city,” said Jonasson, 
explaining the importance of the Lo Pub 
and Bistro, and small businesses more gener-
ally, in attracting people downtown.

In his lecture, Jonasson presented his 
vision for the Lo Pub and Bistro, which 
took shape during his time in culture-rich 
Europe, as a gathering place for musicians, 
back-packers and students. 

“In order for the city of Winnipeg to 
become what it should be, that hole that’s sit-
ting in the middle of the city, the downtown, 
has to be something that not only govern-
ment tries to invest in and developers invest 
in, but something that people invest in.”

Nils Vik, the owner of Parlour Coffee on 
Main Street, bolstered Jonasson’s point by 
emphasizing the importance of small busi-
ness in fashioning a genuinely unique city.

For Vik, creating vibrant, niche mar-
ket businesses is only possible if we make 
smaller commercial space available for fledg-
ling entrepreneurs.

Right now, small business owners can 
easily find 10,000 square feet of extremely 
expensive rental space, but are at a loss to 
find small, cheap space for rent, Vik stated 
in his presentation. 

Finding 100 to 200 square feet of com-
mercial space, which is readily available in 
big Canadian cities like Montreal, is impos-
sible in Winnipeg, he added.

Evan Marnoch, a graphic designer at 
Winnipeg’s Urban Ink who attended the 
event, agrees.

“A larger change is more doable on a 
smaller scale,” he said, adding that govern-
ment can play a role in facilitating small-

scale development.
Another presentation, by sociologist Sonia 

Bookman, explored the concept of urban 
branding, claiming that the Exchange Dis-
trict Business Improvement Zone has been 
heavy handed in it’s management of pub-
lic space in order to carve out an economic 
brand that will attract money and invest-
ment to the area.

For local activist David Jacks, who has 
organized a loose coalition of people will-
ing to play badminton in downtown surface 
parking lots, the idea of seizing public space 
resonated. 

“We need more high-end condos, but at 
the same time we need to leave the area to 
the people who have made it their own,” he 
said.

Designing the future

a capacity crowd attended the next city: Talks at the Gas Station arts centre on Friday, Sept. 16.
SUPPLIED

COMMUNITY EvENTS

The chiLDren’S hOSPiTaL BOOK MarKeT PaPerBacK SaLe 
is happening the weekend of Sept. 22 at St. Vital centre. The 
sale features thousands of books in more than 65 catego-
ries, and all sales support the children’s hospital Founda-
tion of Manitoba.

GOinG BeyOnD: rUn/waLK FOr aiDS is at St. Vital Park on 
Saturday, Sept. 24 starting at 9 a.m. The run/walk is in sup-
port of house of hesed, a winnipeg-based home serving 
men and women of various ages and backgrounds living 
with hiV/aiDS, and Beacon of hope, a multi-use facility and 
medical centre that provides hiV/aiDS-affected women with 
medical care, schooling and other support in africa. regis-
ter at www.runningroom.com. 

There will be a PrOVinciaL eLecTiOn FOrUM discussing 
immigration and newcomer support on wednesday, Sept. 
28 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at wellington School (690 Beverley 
St.) in the multipurpose room. all candidates running in the 
Minto riding will be attending this forum and will be able to 
present their party platform on issues and questions relat-
ing to newcomer support and immigration. 

winnipeg's 50 PLUS LiVinG ShOw is on Saturday, Oct. 1 at 
10 a.m. at assiniboia Downs. The event is a consumer show 
designed with Baby Boomers and seniors in mind for infor-
mation, resources, products, fun and services. 

On caMPUSThere will be a MenTOrinG niGhT in convoca-
tion hall open to all students on Thursday, Sept. 22 from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. hosted by the University of winnipeg alumni 
association. Students who register for this event will par-
ticipate in mentoring sessions with various mentors. a one-

hour wine and cheese will follow in which students can fol-
low up on conversations and exchange contact information. 
The event is free and a great opportunity to connect with U 
of w graduates from various fields in the workforce. Please 
send your request to attend to the UwSa General co-ordina-
tor at gencoord@theuwsa.ca.

The popular study skills workshop series SMarT STarT will 
be offered to U of w students until Oct. 17. The workshops 
will be held 12:30 p.m. to 1:20 p.m in room 2D12 in the Duck-
worth centre. The series continues with the reaDinG STraT-
eGieS workshop on Monday, Sept. 26.

JUice, the University of winnipeg's creative writing Jour-
nal, invites you to celebrate the release of its 11th issue 
on Thursday, Oct. 6 at 6 p.m. in the University of winni-
peg's eckhardt-Gramatté hall. Student writers chosen for 
the issue will read from their creative works, followed with 
cookies and juice. come out to get juiced! 

Gallery 1c03 at the University of winnipeg is presenting The 
ePheMeraLS: TrenDinG. The ephemerals are an all-female 
collective of aboriginal artists and curators. with TrenD-
inG, the collective aims to examine the trend of indigenous-
influenced clothing and accessories, encouraging a critical 
reading of fashion and highlighting the need for a deeper 
awareness of its cultural implications. runs until Dec. 6.

vOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

To volunteer for the University of winnipeg’s Student asso-
ciation fill out an application on their website, www.theu-
wsa.ca, or grab an application from their office in the Bul-
man centre.

To volunteer for Peer Support email uofwpeersupport@

gmail.com, or grab an application from their office (OrM13) 
or from the UwSa. 

To volunteer for UwSa Foodbank email foodbank@theuwsa.
ca, or grab an application from the UwSa.

Plug in institute of contemporary art is looking for enthu-
siastic and reliable volunteers to help in a number of dif-
ferent areas of their operations. if you are interested email 
info@plugin.org.

The UniTer, the weekly rag you are holding right now, is 
looking for contributors. See your words in print or your 
photos and drawings on the page. email aaron at editor@
uniter.ca.

cKUw 95.9 FM is seeking volunteers for the music and news 
departments, and as hosts for programs. email ckuw@uwin-
nipeg.ca.

The west Broadway youth Outreach centre is always look-
ing for more volunteers to help with a variety of programs 
including sports, tutoring and other programs to benefit 
inner-city youth. call 774-0451 or stop by 222 Furby St. to 
offer your skills.

The Spence neighbourhood association is looking for vol-
unteers to help with their programming. interested volun-
teers can download a volunteer application form at spence-
neighbourhood.org or call 783-5000 for more information. 

The canadian Breast cancer Foundation's ciBc run for the 
cure is looking for route marshals to help out on Sunday, 
Oct. 3. if you are over 18 years of age, can spare a few hours 
and would like to be a part of the largest volunteer-driven 
event in canada, please contact Donna-Lynn at 231-4885. 

rCMP sEizE CoUnTErfEiT 
gooDs froM PorTAgE 
PLACE sTorE

The rcMP seized $500,000 worth of 
counterfeit merchandise Sept. 14 from 
a Portage Place store, the winnipeg 
Free Press reported. The goods seized 
during the search warrant included 
counterfeit DVDs and cDs and knock-
off brand name items from designer 
labels such as Prada, Dolce & Gabbana 
and other big-ticket merchandisers. 
The rcMP has not yet laid charges but 
may use the copyright, Trademark and 
Textile act to charge the store following 
their investigation. The police did not 
name the store.

no HoUsEs AVAiLABLE 
for fLooD EVACUEEs

Vacant houses at Kapyong Barracks 
are not fit for human occupation and 
cannot hold evacuated Lake St. Martin 
residents, the Department of national 
Defence (DnD) announced. The winni-
peg Free Press reported the DnD said 
57 of the 59 unoccupied houses are 
“beyond economic repair, on hold or 
require major renovations.” Lake St. 
Martin’s chief asked for his residents 
to be put up at Kapyong Barracks in a 
letter to the prime minister sent just 
before Labour Day. The First nation was 
evacuated in May due to flooding, and 
its residents have been living in hotels 
since at the cost of $490,000 a week. 
Military families continue to inhabit 297 
of the homes at the barracks.

CiTY BYELECTion on noV. 26
The city of winnipeg has announced 

the St. Vital council byelection will oc-
cur Saturday, nov. 26. The byelection 
will replace former St. Vital councillor 
Gord Steeves, who resigned to run as 
the Progressive conservative candi-
date in Seine river in the upcoming 
provincial election. The race will offi-
cially begin Sept. 24, the winnipeg Free 
Press reported. Byelections on nov. 26 
will also elect school trustees in winni-
peg School Division (ward 1) and Louis 
riel School Division (ward 2). So far, five 
contenders have expressed interest in 
running for Steeves’s spot.

‘LEAVE Us ALonE,’ KATz AsKs 
ProVinCiAL PArTY LEADErs

Mayor Sam Katz has asked provin-
cial party leaders to leave the city 
alone. The mayor told reporters that 
many pledges party leaders have 
made involve increasing city staff like 
police and paramedics, but the lead-
ers haven’t made pledges to cover the 
costs. “we’ll bankrupt the city. ... we get 
killed on those types of promises and 
commitments,” Katz told the winnipeg 
Free Press. in other election news, the 
Liberals promised to spend $44 million 
yearly for building rapid transit, and 
the nDP stand by their offer to pay for 
one-third of the rapid transit’s second 
phase. Katz, however, said the nDP 
haven’t taken into account construction 
inflation, offering “to pay for one-third 
of a number that doesn’t exist.”

ToriEs foCUs on ALzHEiMEr’s
Progressive conservative leader 

hugh McFadyen announced his party’s 
focus on alzheimer’s disease, the win-
nipeg Free Press reported. in his cam-
paign announcement, he said his gov-
ernment would increase “behaviour 
beds” from 10 to 45 and would work 
with the alzheimer Society of Manitoba 
to update the province’s alzheimer’s 
strategy. a Tory government would 
also spend $350,000 a year to reopen 
the Memory assessment clinic, which 
closed in 2002. also, $200,000 would be 
earmarked each year to fund First Link, 
a program to connect people with de-
mentia and their families to alzheimer 
Society programs and other community 
services.

local 
News Briefs 
compiled by Jon Sorokowski

The Line-UP:
Johanna hurme (Principal, 5468796 archi-
tecture)

Dr. Sonia Bookman (Professor of Sociology – 
U of M)

hazel Borys (Principal + Managing Director, 
Placemakers)

Jason Kasper (Principal, ideate Design con-
sulting inc.)

Michael Scatliff (Principal, 
Scatliff+Miller+Murray Landscape architects)

nils Vik (Owner, Parlour coffee)

Paul Jordan (cOO, The Forks renewal corpo-
ration)

robert Galston (Blogger, The rise and Sprawl)

Jack Jonasson (Owner, Lo Pub and Bistro)

Mark Penner (Green Seed Development corp.)

intellectuals, entrepreneurs discuss the future of winnipeg
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Three entrepreneurs 
and one city councillor 
discuss the tribulations  
of small winnipeg  
businesses      

ChrIS hUNTer
BeaT reporTer

The successful opening of Parlour Coffee, a 
new café in the Exchange District, raises the 
question of the feasibility and practicality 
of opening and running a small business in 
Winnipeg.

Nils Vik, the owner and founder of Par-
lour, found attaining certain permits to be an 
unduly lengthy process.

“The city was always very friendly and 
helpful but they were just slow,” said Vik. “If 
someone wants to open something down-
town, I don’t know why (the city doesn’t) try 
to jump on it.”

Vik explained that for someone investing 
their entire savings into a new business, wait-
ing for the city to grant them permission to 
open can be discouraging or even fatal to the 
business.

“Every month I had to pay rent without 
making any sales,” he said. “I would say most 
people, if they were not so passionate about 
their businesses, would give up.”

Though Justin Swandel, deputy mayor 
and chair of the downtown development 
committee, was unable to comment in per-
son on such delays, he offered some explana-
tion via email.

“In many cases delays are caused by the 
project proponents when drawings are incor-
rect or incomplete and the appropriate pro-
fessional stamps are not in place,” wrote 
Swandel.

Winnipeg classifies and licenses 27 busi-
ness types ranging from food handling estab-
lishments to escort agencies. However, these 
umbrella policies often force owners to adhere 
to unnecessary regulations.

For instance, Vik said the city essentially 
regards his store as a full-fledged restaurant.  

“I had to put a grease interceptor into my 
sink, even though I don’t do deep frying,” 
said Vik. “I realize it is in the interest of pub-
lic safety, but they are not really willing to 
bend.”

Scott Bagshaw of Deseo Bistro also finds 
grease trap regulations surprising.

“Winnipeg now has a grease trap inspec-
tor,” he said. “I thought someone was playing 
a trick on me when I heard this.”

For Avi Waldman, owner of All City Mod-
ern Convenience, Interac is a Winnipeg busi-
ness inconvenience.

Waldman explained that when a customer 
uses Interac their income is removed from 
their account instantly, but a business owner 
is not transferred the funds for several days. 
This delay potentially prevents owners from 
replacing out-of-stock items, purchasing new 
products and paying bills.

“For a small business, Interac is deadly,” he 
said. “I would spend maybe $100 on tobacco 
and if 80 per cent of my clientele were using 
Interac, I would not have any cash for it by 
the end of the week.”

“I am using all my profit to get a new 
item every week and if I am playing catch up 
with Interac there is no room for growth,” he 
added.

Swandel emphasizes the importance of 
planning and familiarizing oneself with small 
business laws.

“If someone is investing a large sum of 
money in a business, they should be taking 
the time to understand what is required and 
carefully plan the timelines,” he explained. 
“They should also use reputable contractors 
and consultants who have a proven track 
record and are familiar with the process.”

Alejandro Mora, who co-founded Deseo 
along with Bagshaw, agrees that a business 
plan is essential.

“You need to know what you’re getting 
yourself into,” said Mora. “Little things you 
would have never considered will make them-
selves apparent once you create a business 
plan. Little things, (such as) sugar for cof-
fee, which you would consider unimportant, 
become a large part of your expense plan.”

Bagshaw contends much of the key to suc-
cess lies in hired help.

“Have a good lawyer and an accountant,” 
he said. “And a lawyer. Did I mention get a 
lawyer?”

How to succeed in business International 
News Briefs 
compiled by Zach Fleisher and Scott 
Price

PAKisTAn ConTinUEs To 
fACE issUEs WiTH fLooDing

JaShMOrO: heavy flooding contin-
ues to wreak havoc on residents, as 
thousands of

Pakistanis have seen their homes 
destroyed for a second time in less 
than a year. Last year’s floods left 
21 million Pakistanis homeless, while 
this year’s flood has impacted ap-
proximately 5.3 million people. Prior 
to the torrential rainfall that began in 
august, Oxfam released a statement 
criticizing governmental efforts to re-
build and prevent future flooding and 
stated that 37,000 people in the Sindh 
province were still in refugee camps.

inTErnET rEsTriCTions 
LifTED in BUrMA

yanGOn: after years of restrictive 
internet policy, the Burmese gov-
ernment has lifted bans on certain 
foreign news sites. These bans, hav-
ing been in place since action was 
taken against monk protests in 2007, 
included blocking sites such as reu-
ters and the Burmese version of the 
BBc. however, there are still concerns 
about overall media censorship in the 
country, with television news report-
ing remaining closely monitored by 
state officials. Other forms of media, 
such as visual arts and music, must 
still be approved by the state’s media 
department.

roLE of nATo in LiBYA 
HAiLED As A sUCCEss

waShinGTOn: assistant Secretary 
of State for european affairs Phillip 
Gordon called the recent military op-
eration in Libya, conducted by naTO, a 
resounding success for european and 
american co-operation in military 
matters. President Barack Obama 
transferred authority of the Libyan 
mission to naTO forces on March 31, 
after the first strikes had been deliv-
ered by the United States on March 
19. The United States also shared 
this leadership role with Britain and 
France in an effort to defend Libyans 
from the government forces guided 
by Muammar Gaddafi.

TEnsions groW on AfgHAn-
irAniAn BorDEr

ZaranJ: a tension-filled situation 
on the afghan-iranian border got 
significantly worse this past week 
as border guards traded gunfire. ac-
cording to Pajhwok afghan news, the 
situation broke down when iranian 
border police crossed over the af-
ghan border into an area disputed 
by the two nations. The iranians had 
been attempting to assemble a check 
post and a transit road in the terri-
tory when the afghans opened fire. 
The disputed territory has been a 
contentious issue and has been under 
constant disagreement since 1973, 
when five afghani policemen died in 
a skirmish.

MALnoUrisHMEnT sTriKEs 
norTH KorEA’s ArMY

TOKyO: Despite a monumental pa-
rade celebrating the country’s 63rd 
anniversary, it appears that there are 
still several major issues coming out 
of the Democratic People’s republic 
of Korea. according to asiapress, a 
Japan-based news agency, smuggled 
video shows soldiers around the 
country complaining about the lack 
of food available in the armed forces. 
One member of the forces estimated 
that up to 50 per cent of the army suf-
fers from malnutrition. in response to 
these reports, the United States deliv-
ered more than $900,000 worth of aid 
supplies to the nation, in hopes that 
the sign of goodwill will bring north 
Korea back to negotiations over nu-
clear weapons.

inner-city organizations 
stronger together

amy groeNINg
volUNTeer STaff

Nine inner-city organizations are collaborat-
ing to strengthen the community and each 
other. Together, they are CLOUT – Com-
munity Led Organizations United Together.

Featured in the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives’ State of the Inner City Report for 
2010, as well as the short video “Together We 
Have CLOUT,” the associates of CLOUT 
have established themselves as a go-to group 
for knowledge on how best to serve the 
impoverished people of the inner city.

“They come up with the ideas, they tell 
us whether they like the methodology we’re 
doing,” said Shauna MacKinnon, director of 
the CCPA. “They reinforce ... the importance 
of community-driven research.”

The organizations that make up CLOUT 
include Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre (Ma 
Mawi), Andrews Street Family Centre, Com-
munity Education Development Association, 

Ndinawe, Rossbrook House, Native Wom-
en’s Transition Centre, North End Women’s 
Centre, Wahbung Abinoonjiiag and Wolse-
ley Family Place.

According to the CCPA report, these 
organizations are committed to providing 
social justice through traditional aboriginal 
social practices. Theirs is a relationship-based 
model: they listen to the community, they 
hire from the community and they take cues 
from each other to fill gaps in the community 
support they offer.

Kathy Mallett, co-director of CEDA, 
says it has been much easier for her organi-
zation to achieve goals with the support of 
CLOUT behind them. They submit propos-
als together, and they cooperate on funding 
matters.

Dilly Knol, executive director of Andrews 
Street Family Centre, says the CCPA video 
on CLOUT has caught the attention of other 
non-profit organizations that are interested in 
having coalitions of their own. CLOUT has 
also been asked to present their unique model 
to several ministers.

Knol says it is important that the govern-
ment asks CLOUT organizations for feed-
back.

“We work directly with the community, 

we have our ears to the community and they 
have their voices through us,” Knol said.

Knol and Sister Maria Vigna, co-executive 
director of Rossbrook House, say that one 
of the greatest needs of the CLOUT coali-
tion is to get funding for a co-ordinator to 
facilitate them. According to Vigna, work-
ers at Ma Mawi do most of the management 
of CLOUT, which can be demanding for the 
non-profit organization.

Knol notes that it can take weeks to arrange 
a meeting between CLOUT members.

Although CLOUT’s search for a funded 
co-ordinator position is still in the works, sev-
eral organizations participating in CLOUT 
have been getting more of the funding they 
deserve.

Premier Greg Selinger announced in a 
press release in April that Ma Mawi, CEDA, 
Ndinawe and North End Women’s centre 
were among the organizations granted fund-
ing through a new, multi-year funding strat-
egy aimed at improving the stability of the 
organizations.

This new funding plan will improve the 
efficiency of CEDA, Mallett says, as it will 
cut down on the time spent chasing down 
funding for upcoming years.

Putting ‘clout’ into the fight against poverty

nils Vik, owner of Parlour coffee in the exchange District, says government red tape has the potential to cripple 
small businesses looking to start up in winnipeg.

MATTHEW ZYLSTRA SAWATZKY

TiPS FOr winniPeG SMaLL 
BUSineSS SUcceSS 
understand the city’s policy

“The city will always make human safety our 
highest priority. Take the time to understand 
what is required.” 

 – Justin Swandel, deputy mayor 

double everything

“if you think it’s going to take three months, it’s 
going take 12. if you think it will cost $10,000, it 
will cost $20,000.” 

 – nils Vik, owner, Parlour coffee 

move into a space that previously housed a similar 
business

“a restaurant is one of the hardest businesses 
you can open because of all the codes. Our new 
building already had a lot of this stuff in place.” 

 – Scott Bagshaw, owner, Deseo Bistro 

ask for help from the community

“Small business communities have to stick their 
necks out for each other. we are all willing to 
help each other out. nils will come into my store 
and i ask him what he needs to make his open-
ing easier. collectively, we are stronger." 

 – avi waldeman, owner, all city Modern conve-
nience

intellectuals, entrepreneurs discuss the future of winnipeg
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AsPErs DonATE $3M To 
THEATrE CEnTrE

The University of winnipeg’s Depart-
ment of Theatre and Film has been re-
named the asper centre for Theatre and 
Film as a result of the asper family’s $3 
million donation to the centre. The $5.5 
million centre has helped the university 
improve their theatre and film education 
and training to provide students with 
higher level performance and produc-
tion skills.

firsT TWo rECrUiTs for 
THE U of W WrEsTLing 
ProgrAM AnnoUnCED

caroline Tess and Jessica Brenton are 
the first recruits to the University of win-
nipeg’s wesmen wrestling program, the 
university announced last week. Tess 
joins the team with three years of expe-
rience during which time she was a two-
time Provincial champion and winner of 
the Outstanding contribution athletics 
award. in 2011, Tess finished fifth at the 
national championships and was named 
the most valuable female wrestler. Bren-
ton came from wyoming with 13 years of 
experience during which she won wom-
en's State championship four times. re-
cently she won the 2011 Governor’s award 
as the top female wrestler in the state. 
Brenton was also named Outstanding 
athlete in her freshman year and is the 
women's representative on the wyoming 
amateur wrestling association Board of 
Directors.

U of W LEADErs Join figHT 
AgAinsT HoMELEssnEss

On Sept. 29, the University of win-
nipeg’s vice-president Dr. John corlett 
and Diversity Foods executive chef Ben 
Kramer will be sleeping in the canwest 
courtyard (201 Portage ave.) as part of 
the Downtown BiZ’s ceO Sleepout event. 
The event aims to raise awareness by 
bringing community members together 
to talk about homelessness, poverty, em-
ployment and social issues. Lana hast-
ings, vice-president student services 
with the University of winnipeg Students’ 
association, will also be attending the 
event on behalf of U of w students. while 
some donate their time, others are en-
couraged to donate money to help reach 
their $100K goal to kick off the change 
for the Better campaign.

A LooK inTo THE LiVEs of 
‘HorsE AnD BUggY’ MEnnoniTEs

anti-Modern Pathways: ‘horse and 
Buggy’ Mennonites in canada, Belize and 
Latin america is a free academic confer-
ence that will be held in convocation hall 
at the University of winnipeg from Oct. 21 
to Oct. 22, 2011.  The conference will ex-
amine the history of both the Old Order 
Mennonites of Southern Ontario and the 
Old colony Mennonites of the americas. 
The conference will examine their per-
spectives, relationships, religion and how 
they have survived in the modern world. 
Twelve scholars will share their fieldwork 
experiences from around the world.

UniVErsiTY of WinniPEg, 
CoMMUniTY groUPs sET To 
BUY oUT MErCHAnTs HoTEL

The University of winnipeg Urban and 
inner city Studies program, along with 
various community and aboriginal led 
organizations, are set to acquire the in-
famous Merchants hotel, located at the 
corner of Selkirk avenue and andrews 
Street. The hotel, which has been plagued 
by crime, contains a 200-seat beverage 
room, a beer vendor and 20 hotel rooms, 
13 of which are occupied by permanent 
residents. The U of w says that it will find 
housing for those 13 residents before it 
moves into the building in april 2012. The 
winnipeg Foundation, along with the Uni-
versity of winnipeg community renewal 
corporation, are conducting a feasibility 
study of the site before any formal plans 
for the building are made public.

Campus 
News Briefs
compiled by Danelle cloutier

Provincial Election Day is Tuesday, October 4
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Future competitive struc-
ture document prompts 
changes to wesmen 
program

Sarah reIlly
volUNTeer STaff

Sweeping changes to the structure of the 
Canadian Interuniversity Sport league 
has forced universities across the country, 
including the University of Winnipeg, to 
field more teams.

Prior to this summer, a university needed 
to have one female and one male sport in 
order to be a full member of the CIS. How-
ever, this summer the CIS changed member-
ship bylaws. Now, all universities must have 
two female and two male teams each.  

Within the CIS, the U of W is a member 
of the CanWest region.

Recently, both the CIS and CanWest have 
been making changes to their memberships. 
Over the past few years, both the league and 
region have received multiple applications 
from universities asking to join. 

Marg McGregor, chief executive offi-
cer of the CIS, said the changes were made 
to ensure universities are committed to the 
league. 

“A university who is a member of CIS 
needs to be invested in a meaningful way,” 
she said. 

Similarly, within CanWest, changes to 
membership rules are under discussion. It is 
the CanWest membership discussions that 
have sparked additions to the U of W ath-
letics program, because the Wesmen already 
met the new requirements of the CIS.

Sandy Slavin, president of CanWest, 
explained the membership changes were 
proposed because many larger institutions 
wanted the smaller institutions to make a 
bigger commitment to CanWest. 

Thus, the Future Competitive Sports 
(FCS) document was proposed. It states 
that institutions must meet one of three cri-
teria: have two male and two female Can-
West Association League Sports; have three 
male and three female CanWest Associa-
tion League Sports, one of which must be 
men’s football; or have a minimum of two 
male and two female CanWest Associa-
tion League Sports, combined with a max-
imum of six CanWest Association Tourna-
ment Sports. 

The FCS document is still under discus-
sion, and has not yet been approved by the 
CIS. However, athletic directors of institu-
tions within CanWest approved the docu-
ment last spring.  

“Essentially we need some sort of direction 
to deal with growth of many of our schools 
in Western Canada,” Slavin said. “We got to 
where we are with this document, not nec-
essarily because it’s the best work we could 
have done but because it’s the best we could 
get approved.”

Doran Reid, the University of Winnipeg’s 
athletic director, agreed the FCS document 
has contributed to the expansion of the Wes-
men athletic program. Had it not expanded, 
the U of W program would not remain a 
full member of CanWest if the document is 
approved. 

Still, Reid thinks the FCS document has 
potential.

“It is an acceptable structure that most 
institutions agree upon,” said Reid. “It’s not 
a perfect structure in anybody’s mind, but it 
can work.”

Beyond its 
bounds

“We got to where we are 
with this document, not 
necessarily because it’s the 
best work we could have 
done but because it’s the 
best we could get approved.” 
 – SanDy SLaVin, PreSiDenT, canweST
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Campus

rIel lyNCh
BeaT reporTer

The University of Winnipeg Students’ Asso-
ciation is lobbying the University of Winni-
peg to install its first gender-neutral wash-
room.

“It’s a top 10 UWSA board goal for the 
year,” said Ro Mills, the Lesbian, Gay, Bisex-
ual and Transgender* Centre Director at the 
University of Winnipeg. “And my number 
one,” he added.

The gender-neutral washrooms would be 
designated as a safe space and remain impar-
tial to those who use them. There would be 
no signs depicting which gender is to enter, 
and they would be available for anyone in 
need of relief who are comfortable with the 
concept.

Mills said that right now, the UWSA is 
hoping for one location which would be cen-
tral.

“I want it to be visible, a part of the cul-
ture of the university,” Mills said.

The location the UWSA is hoping for is 
on the first floor of Centennial Hall, close to 
the Info Booth and cafeteria.

In addition to advocacy, Mills wants to 
educate students about positive spaces around 
the university. The university acts like a sec-
ond home for many, and therefore should be 
risk-free, he said.

“If I use the women's washroom, I get 
stared at; if I use the men’s, I can feel threat-
ened,” said Mills.  

“The U of W is the eclectic mix of where 
Winnipeg youth go to school. We should set 
the standard. I think we’re ready, we could 
handle it.”

The Rainbow Resource Centre (RRC), a 
Winnipeg based LGBT* and two-spirited 
support group, facilitates counseling pro-

grams, youth programs and makes visits to 
elementary and high schools across Mani-
toba and northwestern Ontario.

“We’ve done a lot of consultation and 
training around the idea of positive space. If 
you can train faculty and staff that can deliver 
programs and institutionalize them, they can 
respond to the changing needs of the cam-
pus,” said Chad Smith, executive director of 
the RRC.

Smith said the RRC has done research on 
campus at the University of Manitoba look-
ing into the need for gender-neutral wash-
rooms.

“Research found by doing interviews with 
trans-folks proved that there were challenges 
of access,” Smith added. “They didn’t feel 
safe going to the washroom. They would go 
across the entire campus.”

Even traveling across campuses like the U 
of W’s, which is small in comparison to the 
University of Manitoba, is inconvenient and 
poses health risks.

“As a result of not feeling safe, there was 
a higher increase of bladder infections,” said 
Smith.

Many locations around the city have gen-
der-neutral washrooms, like the Mondragon 
Bookstore and Coffee House, Fame Night-
club and the Black Sheep Diner on Ellice 
Avenue.

“Sometimes there is initial reaction or con-
fusion, but no one ever complains,” Jenny 
Berkel, an employee at the Black Sheep 
Diner, said about the restaurant’s two sin-
gle-stall undesignated washrooms. “They’ve 
always been here.”

In 2008, the University of Western Ontario 
opened 10 gender-neutral washrooms on 
campus, while the University of Victoria, St. 
Thomas University and McGill University 
have all led initiatives to open gender-neutral 
washrooms on campus.

Gender-neutral washrooms  
priority on UWSA board agenda

Genderless: The University of winnipeg Students' association is looking to implement gender-neutral 
washrooms this year.

KAITLYN FARRELL

WrIte

tHe NeWs
eMaIl NeWs@uNIter.Ca
tO Get INVOlVeD
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Donnie Darko
A 2001 psychological thriller 
starring Jake Gyllenhaal as a 
troubled teenager who narrowly 
escapes a bizarre accident and 
is plagued by visions of a large 
bunny rabbit that manipulates 
him to commit a series of crimes.

 

Scotland PA
Based on William Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth, this 2001 dark comedy 
starts Christopher Walken. While 
Shakespeare’s tragedy was set in 
Dunsinane Castle in 11th Cen-
tury Scotland, the film reimagines 
the story set in 1975 at Duncan’s 
Castle, a fast-food restaurant in 
Scotland, Pennsylvania.

The Third Man
Widely considered to be a mas-
terpiece, this 1949 British film 
noir follows pulp novelist Holly 
Martins as he travels to shadowy, 
post-World War Two Vienna, 
only to find himself investigating 
the mysterious death of an old 
friend, black-market opportunist 
Harry Lime.

A Very Nuit Blanche Film Night

Three films!

Saturday, Oct. 1, 2011 | 1 a.m. to 5 a.m. | Winnipeg Art Gallery | 300 Memorial Blvd.

Visit www.tinyurl.com/NuitFilms for details.

The Uniter presents
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change for the Better 
does a service for our 
homeless population

lUke hIldeBraNd
volUNTeer

Being back in school at the University of 
Winnipeg means that all of us, students and 
staff alike, spend a large portion of our day 
downtown. 

Having the university situated in such 
a central location has many perks, such as 
a variety of restaurants and coffee shops; 
nearby shopping; and, of course, several bars 
and pubs within walking distance. 

However, being downtown also means 
we frequently interact with panhandling. 
This more often than not makes most of us 
quickly shuffle past, pretend we don't notice, 
or spare a bit of change, hoping it goes to a 
worthwhile cause. 

People I have talked to have come up with 
innovative alternatives to these typical inter-
actions, such as carrying an extra granola bar 
to give to the panhandlers. 

All of the alternatives have obvious limita-
tions and are more of an incremental response 
to homelessness rather than a proactive step 
in tackling the endemic issue. 

However, it was recently brought to my 
attention that a sustainable solution to home-
lessness is being offered through a campaign 
called Change for the Better.

Change for the Better is an initiative 
launched by the Downtown BIZ in an effort 
to address homelessness through meaningful 
employment. 

The concept is fairly simple: 100 per cent 
of all donations the Downtown BIZ receives 
go straight into employment programs for 
people on the street. 

One of the chief recipients is Mission: Off 
the Streets Team (MOST), a program run by 
Siloam Mission that employs homeless peo-
ple to help revitalize the downtown. MOST 

has proven itself to be a successful program, 
currently employing over 65 homeless or pre-
viously homeless people. 

Change for the Better is not a new pro-
gram – it has been in operation since 1992 
– but the program itself is changing for the 
better. 

Alongside the goal of raising general aware-
ness about homelessness issues in Winnipeg, 
the organization has the financial goal of rais-
ing $100,000 for the cause in one day. Con-
sider the fact that Change for the Better has 
raised $100,000 since its start in 1992.

So, what is this ambitious event? Well it is 
a sleep-out of 35 of Winnipeg's CEOs. 

That's right, 35 CEOs have agreed to 
spend one night sleeping on the streets, in 
an attempt to raise awareness and funds for 
Winnipeg's homeless. 

Included in the list of participants are John 
Corlett, our vice-president academic; Rob 
Johnston, the regional president of the Royal 
Bank of Canada; Art Defehr, CEO of Palliser 
Furniture; and Lana Hastings, our vice-pres-
ident of student services. You can find the 
complete list at www.changeforthebetter.org. 

This type of event has never been done in 
Canada, but is modelled after a similar event 
that took place in Australia. The sleep-out in 
Australia raised $4.9 million and included 

1,000 CEOs. This could just be the start for 
Winnipeg! 

The CEO sleep-out kicks off at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Sept. 29, at 201 Portage Ave. Dur-
ing the day there will be live music and enter-
tainment, and a complimentary breakfast 
will be provided by our very own Diversity 
Foods Inc. 

The masterminds of this campaign are Ste-
fano Grande, executive director of the Down-
town BIZ, and our former UWSA president 
Jason Syvixay.

The fact of the matter is that Winnipeg 
has at any one time between 1,500 and 2,000 
people without shelter. As the Downtown 
BIZ slogan states, we need to “give a hand 
up, not a hand out.”

Hopefully this event will be the catalyst of 
future campaigns. It has the potential to make 
a significant long-term impact on addressing 
homelessness issues in Winnipeg. 

There is already a strong U of W involve-
ment, so don't hesitate to attend the event 
and donate to the campaign. Let’s all do our 
part to make the downtown a better place to 
live, work and study.

Luke Hildebrand is a second-year student 
studying politics and economics.

A hand up – not a hand out
Comments

the reason I write this 
article now on Change for 
the Better is because the 
program itself is changing 
for the better.

tHe eleCtION Issue
News: Everything you need to know before you vote on Oct. 4, 
including profiles of each major party.

Plus, in arts & Culture:
Local artist Jenny Western talks about all-female Aboriginal art 

collective The Ephemerals

Journalist and Can't Stop Won't Stop author Jeff Chang talks about 

the history of hip-hop

Reviews of the movies Blank City and Eco-Pirate

Interviews with Ex Modern Teen, The Eardrums and Underoath

On newsstands and online thursday, sept. 29, 2011.

Next week in The Uniter
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State of care
Medical aid in Manitoba, 
now and forever

Trevor graUmaNN
CommeNTS edITor

When we listen to the provincial candidates’ 
platforms, we must listen carefully to their 
plans for health care. For the present and for 
the future, this crucial issue looms large. 

The sore state of our provincial health care 
system need not be harped on. But besides 
the prevalence of hallway medicine and other 
travesties, there are more subtle deficiencies 
in Manitoban health care. 

For example, we don’t have even one nurse 
practitioner-led clinic yet in this province. 
Ontario alone will have 25 nurse practitioner 
clinics by 2012, as per a provincial mandate. 

Nurse practitioner clinics offer a valuable 
alternative to the traditional doctor-patient 
system, offering primary care to patients who 
may not otherwise be able to obtain a family 
doctor because of their age or failing health. 
The clinical approach also tends to increase 
the quality of patient care. 

This is just one example of what could be 
expanded on in our ailing province. 

Hugh McFadyen has said numerous times 
that the NDP is wrong on health care, and 
that he has a plan to put things right. But 
convincing the public may be an uphill bat-
tle, as the NDP is making much of the health 
care cuts that were made under Gary Filmon 
in the 1990s – the impact of which are still 
felt – when McFadyen was Filmon’s senior 
advisor. 

But then, every party is haunted by its 
past.  

I certainly can’t claim to be up on every 
debate that has happened thus far, but I can 
tell you this: I went to the PCs official web-
site to find out exactly what McFadyen was 
promising in terms of health care. 

There were two paragraphs: one disparag-
ing our current health care system, and the 

other making vague allusions to the patient 
coming first. There was also a longer version 

of this tirade elsewhere on the website. Then 
there was a link to a more detailed account 

of the PCs’ health care plan. I clicked on the 
link; it was dead. 

The Liberals’ official website blames the 
NDP for allowing diabetes, particularly Type 
2 diabetes, to become an epidemic. 

Is it just me who thinks this is a little 
harsh? 

Unless I’ve been living under a rock, I’m 
pretty sure that the NDP doesn’t go around 
feeding chocolate treats to young children, 
bringing McDonald’s to kindergarten class-
rooms and stuffing kids with McChicken 
sauce. 

I think it’s tough to blame our health care 
system for a disease that is contracted based 
on lifestyle. 

In any case, the Liberals plan to allot $4.6 
million to go toward fighting this disease. 

The NDP website lists some stock health 
care talking points, including hiring more 
doctors and providing families in remote 
communities with health care. Whether 
or not these promises pan out is anyone’s 
guess. 

Health care is an issue that inherently 
involves looking forward. So are these plans 
sustainable? For the most part we can’t be 
sure, as the rhetoric overrides the truth, and 
the game of politics obscures any possible 
honest conversation. 

Are our leaders really thinking with an eye 
to the long term, or is the goal to promise 
dazzling feats of health care to win an elec-
tion, and then pick up the pieces in the 
wake? 

As usual, I have more questions than 
answers.   

Trevor Graumann is The Uniter’s comments 
editor.

AYAME ULRICH

Tomorrow’s Professionals Apply Today!

Apply Online!
OMSAS www.ouac.on.ca/omsas/
Ontario Medical School Application Service
September 15, 2011: Last day to create an account  
for the online application
October 1, 2011: Application deadline

OLSAS       www.ouac.on.ca/olsas/
Ontario Law School Application Service

November 1, 2011: Application deadline  
for first-year English programs

February 1, 2011: Application deadline  
for first-year French programs

May 1, 2012: Application deadline for upper-year programs

TEAS www.ouac.on.ca/teas/
Teacher Education Application Service
December 1, 2011: Application deadline for English programs
March 1, 2012: Application deadline for French programs

ORPAS     www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/
Ontario Rehabilitation Sciences Programs Application Service

(Audiology, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy/Physiotherapy,  
Speech-Language Pathology)

January 6, 2012: Application deadline

170 Research Lane
Guelph ON  N1G 5E2

www.ouac.on.ca

the uniter fashion streeter is an ongoing documentation of creative fashion in Winnipeg inspired by the Helsinki fashion blog www.
hel-looks.com. each issue will feature a new look from our city’s streets and bars in an attempt to encourage individual expression and 
celebrate that you are really, really good looking.

SHOSANA FUNK

It’s tough to blame our 
health care system for a 
disease that is contracted 
based on lifestyle.

CHeCk OUT THe UNITeR ON FACeBOOk

WWW.tINYurl.COM/tHeuNIter
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A heart on one sleeve and a Jets logo on the other

ZaCh fleISher
CampUS BeaT reporTer

It isn’t often that Winnipeg makes a name for 
itself among bands from out of town, espe-
cially those from across the border. How-
ever, the excitement and buzz surrounding 
the return of the Winnipeg Jets has certainly 
reached Kip Berman, lead singer and guitar-
ist for New York indie pop darlings The Pains 
of Being Pure at Heart.

“It’s been a while in the making. Congrat-
ulations on getting the Jets back,” Berman 
says over the phone from his home in Brook-
lyn. “Did the uniforms come out now?”

Berman’s got a few non-hockey-related rea-
sons to be excited as well. The Pains of Being 

Pure at Heart recently released its second full-
length album, Belong, to strong reviews and 
growing recognition across North America.

In fact, the band, which also includes 
Peggy Wang, Alex Naidus, Kurt Feldman 
and Christoph Hochheim, has been touring 
hard on the strength of the album since the 
beginning of the year; they’ve played shows 
all over the States, Europe and Brazil, as well 
as huge festivals such as Coachella, Lollapa-
looza and Osheaga.

Berman says the band has had some amaz-
ing audiences throughout the year.

“All that you can really hope for is that 
enough people like the album so that you can 
play shows,” Berman says. “The most impor-
tant things is that people enjoy the music 
live. We’re finally getting the chance to tour 

places we haven’t been to. Some places have 
been cursed by where they are and (this) area 
of Canada is difficult to tour because of the 
location.”

In addition, Berman is quick to single out 
the Osheaga festival in Montreal for its hospi-
tality and top-notch food, which was unpar-
alleled at any concert or festival he had ever 
been to.

He also speaks to how The Pains of Being 
Pure at Heart’s sound has progressed since 
the recording and release of its self-titled 
debut, while still continuing in a sound based 
around an indie pop background.

Often compared to the Smashing Pump-
kins’ Gish and Siamese Dream era, the band is 
definitely defining its own sound.

“Loud and frail at the same time, a lot 

of heavy guitars and not a lot of scream-
ing” is how Berman describes the major shift 
between the two records.

“You see the other guys in other bands who 
can scream, I’m definitely not able to do it.”

Berman is quick with a glowing endorse-
ment for the opening group, Big Troubles, 
who hail from New Jersey.

“(It’s) always fun to tour with another 
good band, because you have to see them 
play every night for a month,” he says.

See The Pains of Being Pure at heart in winnipeg 
on wednesday, Sept. 28
The show was originally scheduled for the royal 
albert, which is currently closed. at press time, a 
new venue had not been announced. Stay tuned to 
Facebook and www.uniter.ca for updates.
Visit www.thepainsofbeingpureatheart.com

new york-based buzz band The Pains of Being Pure at heart recently released their second full-length album, Belong.
SUPPLIED

rIel lyNCh
BeaT reporTer

When Karkwa received the 2010 Polaris 
Music Prize for Les Chemins de Verre, most of 
Canada had yet to hear of the Quebec band.

“It was our break in Canada, we were 
totally unknown in the West. We’ve met a lot 
of people we are working with now – (it) gave 
us exposure,” says singer-guitarist Louis-Jean 
Cormier over the phone from his home in 
Sept-Îles, Que.

The band, which also includes drummer 
Stéphane Bergeron, keyboardist François 
Lafontaine, bassist Martin Lamontagne and 
percussionist/singer Julien Sagot, spent its 
formative years in Sept-Îles, but being simple 
local celebrities is far behind them.

Since its inception in 1998, the band has 
toured Canada, the United States, France, 
Germany, Belgium and Switzerland, and has 
played the SXSW music festival twice. 

It was on a European tour when inspira-

tion struck – as perhaps it should – in Paris, 
and the group recorded what would become 
the award-winning disc.

“When you do a record, you are inspired 
by the place where you are, the city,” says 
Cormier. “We drank a lot of red wine ... 
maybe that influenced us a little bit.

“We are not well-known (in Paris), and 
we didn’t play each day of the week, so we 
decided to try something in the studio. There 
were riffs and ideas, and we were surprised.”

Over 21 days in the studio, Karkwa recorded 
the 12 songs that became Les Chemins de 
Verre which was released in March 2010. The 
record went on to not only nab the band a 
giant novelty cheque, but a little Juno statue 
for Francophone Album of the Year.

What’s possibly more impressive than the 
tacks on their tour map or the mantle full of 
awards is the fact that Karkwa’s roster still 
consists of its five founding members.

“It’s hard to explain, we are just five people 
who find it easy to work together. We have 
been very tired in the last year, touring is tir-
ing – we began to write some rules,” Cormier 
says with a laugh.

 See Karkwa perform at the west end cultural 
centre on Thursday, Sept. 29
 aiden Knight will also perform
 Doors at 7:15 p.m., show at 8 p.m.
 Tickets $12 advance (wecc, Ticketmaster, Music 
Trader, winnipeg Folk Festival Music Store) or $15 at 
the door
 Visitwww.karkwa.com

Karkwa's award-winning attitude and drive pays off

red, red wine, stay close to them: Quebec's Karkwa.
SUPPLIED

arts & Culture

“When you do a record, you 
are inspired by the place 
where you are, the city. We 
drank a lot of red wine ... 
maybe that influenced us a 
little bit.” 
 – LOUiS-Jean cOrMier

The Pains of Being Pure at heart bring the buzz to winnipeg
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tHe CrOOKeD BrOtHers: Brothers 
Gonna Work it Out!

after delighting audiences at both the harvest Moon and 
winnipeg Folk Festivals, local folk-roots trio the crooked 
Brothers are releasing their much-anticipated sophomore 
album Lawrence, where’s your Knife? The album has already 
received acclaim and is steadily climbing to the top of cam-
pus and community radio charts. The release party was put 
on hold in the wake of the band’s hectic touring schedule 
and healthy obsession with lakes, trees and log cabins. The 
album release party for Lawrence, where’s your Knife? is on 
Friday, Sept. 23 at the west end cultural centre. The brothers 
will be joined by folk duo Fish & Bird and Jenny Berkel. Tick-
ets are $10 in advance at the wecc, The Black Sheep Diner, 
into the Music and Music Trader.

tHursDaY, sePt. 22

hip-hop duo GrieVeS & BUDO perform at the Pyramid.

The all-country BLUeBirD nOrTh songwriter showcase fea-
tures ray ST. GerMain, DaVe waSyLiw, heaTher LOnG-
STaFFe and renÉe LaMOUreUX at the Park Theatre start-
ing at 7:30 p.m.

The Folk exchange hosts a niGhT OF OriGinaL MUSic fea-
turing JeLLy B & The KMarT ShOPPerS, MarceL DeSiLeTS, 
JeFF FiSher, ScOTT McPherSOn, P.D. MOOre, Shawn TeSTer 
and Dan SiLaS.

it’s jam night at the cavern with rOUTe 59.

KeiTh Price plays the Lo Pub.

Sarah Lynn performs at Shannon’s irish Pub.

FrIDaY, sePt. 23

The crOOKeD BrOTherS big album release party is at the 
wecc with FiSh & BirD and Jenny BerKeL.

ThiS hiSSeS split a bill with STiLL LiGhTS at the cavern.

Sierra nOBLe, Sheena GrOBB, LiSa Marie and TUcKer play 
the inTernaTiOnaL Day OF Peace cOncerT at the Forks.

DJs cO-OP and hUnnicUTT are spinning at the Pyramid.

Montreal’s Dubstep queen ViLiFy teams up with the BaSS 
inVaDerS crew at the Zoo.

The Pyramid presents MaSeO with Bundown Sound.

DUST rhinOS play the King’s head Pub.

DJ hecTic and DLO spin at aura nightclub every Friday.

eyaM, DaMaScUS and arcane aXiOM unleash metal may-
hem at Ozzy’s.

what's not to like about ScOTT nOLan & waTerMeLOn SLiM 
playing the Times change(d) high and Lonesome club?

saturDaY, sePt. 24

The OFFiciaL rOLLer DerBy aFTerParTy with reaDyMiX DJs 
DiaL-UP & Dan L is at the Pyramid.

winnipeg roots act JOhnny riVerBOaT plays VP nights with 
The UnBeLieVaBLe BarGainS.

hipsters will riot if the royal albert arms isn’t open in time 
to host P.S. i LOVe yOU with special guests BaLKanS.

The yellow Dog Tavern hosts ShinDiG with DJ caBerneT and 
MOD MarTy.

ScOTT hinKSOn’s cD release party for One Beside Two is at 
the Park Theatre.

The KeiTh Price TriO/QUinTeT performs at aqua Books.

BanShee’S waiL plays the King’s head Pub & eatery.

BachMan & TUrner play the MTS centre with PaUL rOD-
GerS and BLUe OySTer cULT. needs more cowbell.

MaLice cOOPer, the alice cooper tribute band, plays the 
Zoo with JUnKieS rUSh and TeMPLe creeK.

cheerinG FOr The BaD GUy play with The GUnneSS at the 
Standard.

The TiM BUTLer BanD plays the blues at highway 75.

suNDaY, sePt. 25

Mount elgon presents halifax hardcore act naPaLM raiD 
with wOLBachia, SKeLeTOn, ceTaScean and hOOPSnaKe at 
the Death Trap.

Legendary one-man band BOB LOG iii will be playing in win-
nipeg at a venue that may or may not be the royal albert 
arms. check the Facebook event for updates.

tuesDaY, sePt. 27

Grab a pint at the Park and enjoy The reaL McKenZieS.

WeDNesDaY, sePt. 28

new MUSic weDneSDayS at Ozzy’s presents Ottawa’s The 
POLyMOrPhineS along with The Manic ShaKeS and The 
GUnneSS.

eVerGrey play the Zoo with SaBaTOn, POwerGLOVe, BLacK-
GUarD and The aBSence.

electro-dance duo ViOLenT Kin takes over the Pyramid.

The PainS OF BeinG PUre aT hearT plays the albert.

Pop sensation awOLnaTiOn plays the west end cultural 
centre.

PeTer FraMPTOn’s guitar will be talking at the Pantages 
Playhouse Theatre.

 

uPCOMING eVeNts

The PacK a.D. return to winnipeg on Sept. 30 at the Lo Pub 
with SUn wiZarD and ShaLLOw enD.

The Modern Lovers’ front man JOnaThan richMan is com-
ing to town! he’s playing the Pyramid Oct. 2, so put down the 
cigarette, drop out of junior college and go get a ticket.

B.a. JOhnSTOn + DrUGS + BaBySiTTer + PhLeGM FaTaLe = 
one hell of a crazy Lo Pub show on Oct. 8.

Jazz Fest favourite DaM-FUnK returns to winnipeg with his 
band MaSTer BLaZTer at the Pyramid on Monday, Oct. 10.

BiG JOhn BaTeS plays winnipeg to promote his new 7” at 
the Pyramid on Oct. 20.

hey Dads – it’s going to be a good week to rock out because 
both JOhnny winTer and JeFF BecK will be in town for one 
weekend. Johnny winter and his band perform at the Pyra-
mid cabaret on Friday, Oct. 21, while Jeff Beck plays the Pan-
tages Playhouse Theatre on Saturday, Oct. 22.

O captain! My captain! wiLLiaM ShaTner will be performing 
at the centennial concert hall on Oct. 25.

The much-anticipated return of roots-rock act eLLiOT BrOOD 
is sooner than you think. The band returns Oct. 29 at the 
west end cultural centre.

Dan ManGan returns to winnipeg nov. 1. Following his last 
sold-out performance at the Park, Mangan will be upgraded 
to the Garrick centre.

“Dancing” eugene Osudar is a scene legend for attending 
more live music gigs than anyone else in winnipeg. From 
the over 300 shows he’s seen this year, The weBer BrOTh-
erS are his pick for gig of the year and they’ll be in town Fri-
day, nov. 11 at the Park Theatre. Do yourself a favour and go 
see them.

Stoner-rockers rejoice! KyUSS has reformed and is playing 
the Garrick centre on nov. 29.

sCOtt HINKsON

It’s not easy being lauded with praise and distinction, so after 
a bumper year in 2008 with The Torrent Sessions – including a 
spot in the top 97 songs of the year in Winnipeg from Power 97 
and a song featured in the Sean Garrity film Zooey and Adam – 
local rocker Scott Hinkson took a few years to lay low.

He wasn’t laying idle, though. Hinkson started working on 
his third solo album in October 2009.

“This is the first album I laid down all the bed tracks myself. 
I’ve never done drums before, so I actually took a chance at 
drums this time,” he says.

The new disc, One Beside Two, is a combination of classic 
and fresh material.

“I’ve had some songs kicking around since the late ‘90s that 
I’ve slowly been trying to spread over the last three albums. 
This represents about the last of that group,” Hinkson says.

Compared with his last album, Hinkson says his new songs 
are more simple. 

“I think this has got more of a softer, indie vibe to it,” 
he says. “It’s more of a performance than a production this 
time.”

Hinkson is set to release One Beside Two at the Park Theatre 
on Thursday, Sept. 22. Joining him will be the new band Thrift 
Store Love – playing its first show ever – and Murray Kraw-
chuk. Tickets are $10 and available in advance through Planet 
of Sound or at the door. Visit www.scotthinkson.com.

 – AARON SNIDER

DaNGerCat

They say Dangercat ... we say pussycat!
Coming together just over a year ago, Dangercat has the 

sweet personalities that you don’t get often enough in punk 
rock. That said, the band also has enough well-deserved confi-
dence in its talent and individuality to let some relaxed self-dep-
recation shine through.

“The insane bottom end, ... the tone that comes out of my 
bass – it’s pretty hard to match,” bassist Ryan Roemer explains. 
“My playing skills are subpar, but let me tell you – that tone...”

Said with sarcasm or not, it’s this tone and the band’s natural 
energy and connection on stage that keeps fans, new and old, 
coming back for more. 

Recently, Dangercat’s shows have gone from the huge Sco-
tiabank stage at the Forks as part of Skate4Cancer, to the floor 
level performance space of Albert Street’s worst kept secret, The 
Death Trap. No matter the size of the venue, Dangercat’s mem-
bers believe that playing live is where they feel most at home.

“Just seeing the crowd go off, that’s what it’s all about for me 
– I love it,” says singer Dylan James. 

“It’s a trip! It’s what it’s all about,” adds Roemer. 
 That enthusiasm will be shared Thursday, Sept. 22 at The 

Ellice Café & Theatre when Dangercat are joined by four other 
rock acts, including two home-grown groups. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. with the show starting at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10 at the 
door. Visit www.dangercat.bandcamp.com.

 – PAMELA ROZ

FOreVer I

Local metalcore five-piece Forever I’s members may all be under 
20 with musical stars in their eyes, but that doesn’t mean they 
aren’t fully committed to making music and making it well.

With the release of its debut EP just days away, Forever I 
has been working on its craft for just over two years. Starting 
off with a lineup that ended up not quite strong enough for the 
long run, Forever I have solidified a new lineup that couldn’t be 
more attached.

“The biggest difference with our new lineup is being able to 
play with guys who you are closest to. They're not only my band 
members, but they're also family,” explains drummer Eric Janc-
zyszyn. “We got along well with our former members too, but 
it just wasn't the same level of love and bonding between one 
another.”

The loud and proud love doesn’t stop there, either – the pas-
sionate noise is mirrored in the music.

“We don't try to make our songs sound any particular way, 
we write what we think sounds good and what we think fits into 
that particular song,” Janczyszyn says. “We don't want to have 
two songs that sound exactly the same; we want each one to be 
unique and enjoyable to our listeners.”

The band will share these unique tunes from the debut EP 
Take Your Shot on Monday, Sept. 26 at The Park Theatre. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. and four other Manitoba metalcore bands 
kick off the evening at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10.

 – PAMELA ROZ

visit uniter.ca/listings for more of what’s happening

more music this week

MUSIC LISTINGS

Want to see your event in 
The uniter?

e-mail your listing to listings@uniter.ca. The deadline 
for all listings is Tuesday.

The Uniter is published every Thursday, so send your 
listings 9 days prior to the issue you want your listing 

to appear in. it’s free. it’s easy.
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davId SkeNe
volUNTeer

Capturing sound is an art, and one of Win-
nipeg’s best new artists in the field of sound 
recording is Jeff Patteson.

Nestled in the basement of an old house on 
Home Street, The Uniter spoke with Patteson to 
find out why his Home Street Recording Com-
pany, described simply as “a place to record,” is 
quickly becoming the go-to studio for innova-
tive new artists such as Vela, Dust Adam Dust 
and The Manic Shakes.

The Uniter: Why do you record music?
Patteson: I love music, it’s my passion. In 

my view there are tons of talented musicians 
in bands and I find they don’t always have the 
resources to get their music to the people. I see 
myself as someone who can not only bring peo-
ple into a comfortable environment where they 
can create music, but do it reasonably.

Who are your influences?
John McEntire, Ed Rose, Steve Albini, Cam 

Loeppky, Andy Walls and Len Milne.

Is there a stylistic through line between those 
artists that you carry into your own work?

Atmosphere. Lots of interesting texture in the 
sound – they all are highly detailed but within 
the music the detail isn't sacrificed for the sake 
of atmosphere or blending of sounds.

What is the atmosphere like in the studio?
I try to project a relaxed atmosphere. Part of 

that’s me being chill, cool-headed and in control 
of the technical aspects. Part of that is teaching 
people little things along the way, empowering 
people to be in control of their own music.

Does the atmosphere of the larger commu-
nity in which the songs are recorded also seep 
into the atmosphere of the recording?

The sound that ends up coming through is 
definitely through a Winnipeg filter. Winnipeg 
has its own distinct feel.

How much of “the sound” is yours and how 
much comes from the band?

It’s always what they are looking for. Most 
bands self produce their music and I put in 
some input, like a sonic signature, but for the 
most part we make decisions together as to what 
would sound cool, beyond the framework of the 
song. It seems like I've been lucky, I’m always on 
the same page as the band.

What are you looking for in potential bands 
to record?

I like working with bands that excite me 
because I’m going have to listen to these things 
thousands of times.

How do you find the bands that excite?
Since I've been doing more recordings this 

year as opposed to previous years, I haven’t had 
as many opportunities to check out as much 
new music as I have in the past. I’ve had to rely 
on my circle of friends to point me in the direc-
tion of exciting bands like Vela. Other than that, 
I love showing my studio. If anybody wants to 
come by, take a tour and talk music, I’m always 
open to people getting in touch.

If you are a starving artist who wants to see 
if Home Street is the place for you, or you’re a 
Winnipeg music fan hungry to hear your world 
reflected through your headphones, pick up a 
copy of Dust Adam Dust’s self-titled debut – 
hop on the Internet and go to www.aplacetore-
cord.ca. Or, keep your eyes peeled for upcoming 
releases from Vela and The Manic Shakes.

Our recording studio in the middle of our street

Jeff Patteson invites you into his basement for some incredibly focused and loud times.
NICHOLAS FRIESEN

JAY CroCKEr
co-Stars
Saved by radio/Saved by vinyl

The definition of “do-it-yourself” changes quite 
often, but Jay crocker sets a totally new standard for 
all Diy rockers. This calgary-born Polaris Music Prize 
nominee once stated that his mission for this was 
to sound more natural – well, mission accomplished. 
released earlier this year, this 10-track LP proves to 
be just another feather in crocker’s cap. Self-produced 
and written in a shack (which he also built by himself), the album doesn’t fail at deliver-
ing that “homemade” feeling. Songs such as Porno is a Mustang have an electronic 
feel, while still keeping close to his roots with band-accompanied songs like Beaver hat 
Man. crocker’s unique style and approach spearhead the canadian indie music scene, 
making him a trailblazer to a hopeful trend of Diy rockers to follow.
4.5/5 stars

 – Jared Gauthier

fEAring & WHiTE
Fearing & white
lowdenproud records

roots fans rejoice! Fearing & white is a double dose of 
bluesy, celtic sound from artists Stephen Fearing and 
andy white. hailing from canada, Fearing has finally 
collaborated with long-time friend and musician andy 
white to produce the pair’s debut album. with 19 solo 
albums between them, Fearing & white are not short on 
any creativity, as evidenced on this 13-track disc. The album features instant classics, 
such as the emotional Say you will, the irish-influenced heart O’ The Morning and the 
groovy beats of Mothership. whatever impression either of these artists has left on 
you only grows fonder with this collaboration. Tastefully mixing emotion with mystery, 
you’ll find yourself listening to this album track after track, and craving more.

 – Jared Gauthier

grAHAM WrigHT
Shirts vs. Skins
file Under: music

whether you recognize him from Tokyo Police club or 
not, Graham wright delivers a lasting impression on 
his debut solo album Shirts vs. Skins. Throughout the 
12 tracks, the punk pop keyboardist broadens his ho-
rizons and takes on a whole new perspective of song-
writing. Sort of a Bob Dylan meets Sam roberts type 
disc, it delivers a thriving folky beat, giving wright a chance to express his thoughts 
and ideals through his raspy, distinctive voice. Songs such as Soviet race and Keys to 
the Kingdom test your music knowledge as he implies such intense melodic tone over a 
multitude of instruments that music buffs are sure to appreciate. with the Good Times 
Band accompanying him, this album will have you shakin’, boppin’ and twistin’ all the 
way to the record store, or at the very least, iTunes.

 – Jared Gauthier

LiTTLE sCrEAM
The Golden record
outside music

Little Scream proves to us in its name that its music 
can be quite contradictory – and that’s OK to an 
extent. Little Scream (Laurel Sprengelmeyer) uses her 
piercing pitch to seduce you into the not so painfully 
slow record. with a vocal range that matches the likes 
of fellow canadian pop stars Tegan and Sara, Little 
Scream produces a slower album with less instrumental to help focus the story. The 
heron and the Fox is a soulful tune that spotlights the blues from Little Scream’s sound, 
while songs such as cannons are faster paced with more a pop-rock tone. Overall, the 
album sends chills down your spine with its vocal density, while maintaining the slower, 
less instrumentally focused aspect of the record.

 – Jared Gauthier

VArioUs ArTisTs
newermind

There are a few hits and a few misses, but everyone’s 
heart was in the right place on this tribute disc. 
nirvana’s landmark nevermind is given a makeover 
by contemporaries (Meat Puppets, The Vaselines) and 
kids who were barely born when the disc came out 20 
years ago (Jessica Lea Mayfield, eMa). it also features 
a couple of head-scratchers – super-pop producer 
Butch walker takes a stab at in Bloom, somehow 
making a song about gunplay sound sugary sweet, while glam rockers Foxy Shazam flip 
Drain you on its head without losing its original cool. One of the most faithful covers 
comes from one of this year’s hottest acts, Surfer Blood, who bring Territorial Pissings 
back from a grave it was never properly buried in. if courtney really did lose that kid’s 
backpack that held Kurt’s ashes, this record might almost make up for it. Get it at www.
tinyurl.com/newermind2011.

 – nicholas Friesen
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Times are tough for the arts. Let’s face it: fund-
ing is always cut in the first round of govern-
ment purges. As such, the creative community 
is left to rally around itself.

That’s where WNDX comes in – a festival for 
filmmakers by filmmakers. 

Heading into its sixth year, it’s become “the 
only show in town” feeding the impetus to cre-
ate independent, experimental and innovative 
media art. 

The festival showcases groundbreaking, 
boundary pushing work from Canadian film-
makers and video artists, with an emphasis on 
homegrown Manitoban stock. 

And this year, those parameters have expanded 
to include international heavyweights, such as 
the late George Kuchar and Iraq-born Wafaa 
Bilal. 

The festival, which runs from Sept. 29 to 
Oct. 2, is hosted at different downtown venues, 
and features video screenings, artist talks, inter-
active performances, the return of the popular 
One Take Super 8 event and a reception and 
closing party. 

It kicks off with a Canadian open call series 
titled, “People This 2012 Shit is Hype!” 

About the impossible task of curating such 
an eclectic collection, festival co-ordinator 
Jaimz Asmundson claims it’s about “keeping 
our minds and our eyes and our ears open.” 

WNDX, unlike its chemical counterpart, 
does not necessarily seek to reveal a surface. 
Instead, landscapes created by participating art-
ists challenge mainstream convictions and pos-
tulate tough questions about culture, identity 
and even the future. 

Highlighted this year is experimental film-
maker Joyce Wieland. Two special retrospec-
tives of her work have been curated by festival 
programmer Irene Bindi – a series of her shorts, 
as well as her feature film Reason Over Passion 
(1969). 

“Wieland stands out as an artist whose work 
has it all.  It's funny, formally risky, complex 
and exploratory in terms of politics and iden-
tity, and often intriguingly combative and con-
fusing,” Bindi says of Wieland’s continual rele-
vance. 

She is quick to add a note about Winnipeg’s 
evolving landscape. 

“I believe there’s a new viewership for experi-
mental work and people here are eager to redis-
cover the films that have blazed trails for the 
experimental filmmakers at work today.” 

From the mind of the city’s most celebrated 

son, Guy Maddin, comes Hauntings I, a col-
lection of short films that pay tribute to those 
blighted cinematic masterpieces that never see 
completion. 

The multi-channel installation is hosted at the 
PLATFORM centre for photographic + digital 
arts, and will feature an artist talk with Maddin 
on Oct. 1, followed by the closing party.

New to the festival is Cyborg Cinema, perfor-
mance art by Wafaa Bilaal and Andrew Milne. 

The hope is that interactive performances will 
propel the festival away from traditional cinema 
house theatre and into uncharted territory. 

Winnipeg artist Milne will perform his piece 
Media for Solo Performer, in which he engages 
with technology to examine the meaningfulness 
of place and permanence.  

The performance uses EEG technology to 
interpret neural activity, which is then projected 
onto a screen. Milne controls the Google Map 
function, while pre-recorded stories by Andrew 
and his father weave in and out. 

The result is intensely moving. 
“My life story is trying to resolve where on 

the planet I’m supposed to be, and where on 
the planet I find meaning. And, by the time I 
resolve that, it might not mean anything any-
more,” Milne says.

Unfortunately, a shadow has been cast over 
the event by the sudden passing of legendary 
filmmaker George Kuchar. 

He was a guest at last year’s festival, and 
much of the footage for his brilliant short film, 
The Nutrient Express, was shot in Winnipeg at 
the time; it will premiere on the first evening of 

the festival. 
“As someone who spent so much time trans-

forming people into the larger-than-life, he 
truly seemed to have no idea that he was/is 
larger-than-life for us,” says Bindi, who intro-
duced him last year.

It’s been said that no one ever got rich overes-
timating their audience. Good thing, then, that 
the goal of the WNDX film festival is mainly to 
“get the work out there,” according to Asmund-
son, and “provide a platform for media art.”  

Additional information on screening locations 
and dates, as well as ticket prices, is available at 
www.wndx.org/.

FILM

cinematheque is presenting PaGe One: inSiDe 
The new yOrK TiMeS, a look inside north 
america’s most respected newspaper. with the 
internet surpassing print as our main news 
source and newspapers all over the coun-
try going bankrupt, Page One chronicles the 
transformation of the media industry at its 
time of greatest turmoil. a panel discussion 
on newspaper journalism in the age of new 
media will follow the opening night screen-
ing on Thursday, Sept. 22 at the winnipeg Free 
Press news café. The film runs from Sept. 22 
until Oct. 5 at 7 p.m.

controversial activist captain Paul watson is 
featured in the new documentary ecO PiraTe: 
The STOry OF PaUL waTSOn. The half-pirate, 
half-activist has been on a crusade to save 
the oceans for 40 years as a founder of Green-
peace and the Sea Shepherd conservation 
Society. The documentary shows Thursday, 
Sept. 22 until wednesday, Sept. 28 at 9 p.m. at 
cinematheque.

MTS winnipeg on Demand presents the Far-
point Films Production of The BOOK OF VaUDe-
ViLLe!, a film that reimagines the heady days 
of Vaudeville. The screenings will raise funds 
for the Performing arts Lodge of winnipeg and 
will be shown on Friday, Sept. 23 at 1:30 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. at aqua Books.

The wnDX Festival of Film and Video art is 
promising another great lineup of innovative 
and groundbreaking work by canadian film-
makers and video artists.

in conjunction with wnDX, Platform centre for 
photographic + digital arts is screening GUy 
MaDDin’s haUnTinGS i video art exhibit until 
Oct. 2. Guy Maddin will also be speaking on 
Saturday Oct. 1 at 3 p.m. in the lead-up to the 
wnDX closing party later that night.

as part of cULTUre DayS you can get a sneak 
peek at the upcoming winniPeG aBOriGi-
naL FiLM FeSTiVaL taking place in november 
with screenings of the Oscar-nominated short 
TwO carS, One niGhT by director Taika wait-
iti along with local filmmaker coleen rajotte’s 
documentary hOMe aGain. The films will be 
showing on Main Street on Saturday, Oct. 1.

The much-hyped, extremely well-attended 
nuit Blanche returns to the waG on Saturday, 
Oct. 1 as part of cULTUre DayS. The Uniter is 
presenting cult classic films until 3 a.m. in the 
Muriel richardson auditorium, including the 
1933 version of aLice in wOnDerLanD, Terry 
Gilliam’s masterpiece BraZiL and the mind-
bending DOnnie DarKO.

LITERATURE

we’re right in the middle of Thin air interna-
tional writers Festival. The festival is a week of 
readings, lectures, interviews, conversations, 
book launches and other events through-
out winnipeg. For a full schedule go to www.
thinairwinnipeg.ca. The festival runs until 
Sept. 24.

as part of Thin air, award-winning novelist 
GUy VanDerhaeGhe will be once again tak-
ing on the early canadian and american west 
in his new novel, a Good Man. he’ll be read-
ing from his newest work on Friday, Sept. 23 
at 12:15 p.m. at the Millennium Library, carol 
Shields auditorium.

rOSeMary niXOn and MiriaM TOewS will also 
be part of Thin air and will be speaking on 
Sept. 23 at 2:30 p.m. at Mcnally robinson.

in the wake of Jets mania, Manitoba hockey 
fans will be intrigued by the rich hockey his-
tory here in Manitoba. Sports reporter and his-
torian richarD BriGnaLL has gathered pho-
tos, memorabilia, reports and personal sto-
ries from the earliest days of the sport in For-
gotten heroes: winnipeg's hockey heritage. 
he’ll be presenting his work at the Millennium 
Library on Sept. 23 from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

ManiTOBa reaDS, the wrap-up event for Thin 
air, occurs on Sept. 24 from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
at the Shaw Performing arts centre (MTyP) 
at the Forks. Based on the wildly popular can-
ada reads, four lively panelists champion 
their chosen title to a grueling finish, when 
we all will know the Manitoba title for our win-
ter bookshelf! admission is $12 or $10 for stu-
dents and seniors.

The 2011 winniPeG raDicaL BOOKFair & Diy 
FeST is happening from Sept. 23 until Sept. 25 
at 91 albert St. There will be tables, Diy work-
shops and activist panels. Keynote speaker 
DaViD McnaLLy will be at Mondragon on Satur-
day, Sept. 24 at 7 p.m. For a complete schedule 
consult winnipegbookfair.blogspot.com.

attention local writers! Prairie Fire Press and 
Mcnally robinson Booksellers are present-
ing the 2011 annUaL wriTinG cOnTeST. For full 
contest rules check out www.prairiefire.ca. 
The deadline is nov. 30.

GALLERIES & MUSEUMS

The inanKa exhibition will be showing at the 
cre8ery from Sept. 22 until Sept. 26. inanKa 
are custom handmade decorative art furniture 
in wood and sculptural art carvings in antler.

Plug in institute of contemporary art in col-
laboration with Musée international des arts 

Minds and eyes and ears wide open
The wnDX Film Festival is back for a sixth time

The 2011 installment of wnDX runs from Sept. 29 to Oct. 2 at a variety of downtown venues.
SUPPLIED
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Modestes is presenting My winniPeG aT La 
MaiSOn rOUGe, PariS, France. This exhibition 
project features over 70 amazing artists from 
our fair city. Taking its name from the award-
winning Guy Maddin film, the works aim to 
explore winnipeg's historical curiosities cou-
pled with our unique prairie surrealist atmo-
sphere. Some of winnipeg's best-known artists 
will be represented including MarceL DZaMa 
and Diana ThOrneycrOFT. The exhibition runs 
until Sept. 25 at Plug in ica.

wayne arthur Gallery is showing wiLD BeaU-
TieS & UnTaMeD BeaSTS, contemporary works 
by MicheLe caMPBeLL and LOri ZÉBiÈre until 
Sept. 26.

a GUiDeD JOUrney arT ShOwcaSe is an art 
exhibition for Mentoring artists for wom-
en's art Foundation Mentorship Program. it 
launches on Saturday, Oct. 1 at 611 Main St.

nUiT BLanche is an all-night, continuous party 
that will take over the winnipeg art Gallery 
from 6 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 1 until to 6 a.m. 
on Sunday, Oct. 2. For a full schedule visit wag.
ca or culturedays.ca.

Plug in ica presents FaranDOLe, a partnership 
project between La Maison des artistes visuels 
and Plug in ica. The exhibition combines a tex-
tile installation by Franco-Manitoban artist 
cOLeTTe BaLcaen, French designer/embroi-
derer Pascal Jaouen, and visual artist/musi-
cian Sarah hOULe of the alberta-based Métis 
rock band Ghostkeeper, and is curated by local 
artist Jenny western. The exhibition will be 
showing until Oct. 9.

The hearT ThaT haS nO LOVe/Pain/Gener-
OSiTy iS nOT a hearT is a multimedia instal-
lation by Vancouver-based artist Jayce SaL-
LOUM and afghan – hazara artist KhaDiM aLi 
that records the destitution of current con-
ditions in Bamiyan Valley in central afghan-
istan, reflecting on the tensions shaping an 
incipient modernity in afghanistan. The exhi-
bition is showing at the Plug in ica and shows 
until Oct. 9.

The enGaGinG cOnnecTiOnS exhibition by 
aLan McTaViSh, MarGUeriTe Krahn and 
inGriD McMiLLan will be running until Oct. 11 
at the Buhler Gallery in St. Boniface hospital.

right before halloween enjoy a GUiDeD can-
DLeLiT waLKinG TOUr through one of the 
most haunted places in Manitoba – Lower Fort 
Garry on Friday, Oct. 14 at 6:45 p.m.

have you ever wanted to know what it takes to 
preserve rare artifacts? The Manitoba Museum 
is presenting MUSeUM 911, an exhibition that 
explores how the Museum’s conservators save 
history from time, pests and humidity, and 
what this can mean for you and your own pre-
cious objects. The exhibition is on until Oct. 16 
in the ew Discovery room.

Da Vinci – The GeniUS is showing at the MTS 
centre exhibition hall until October 23.

THEATER, DANCE AND COMEDY

cincinnati comedian TOM SeGUra hits the 
rumor’s comedy stage from Sept. 22 until 
Oct. 1.

The wSO season kicks off with rachManinOV 
& DVOraK at the centennial concert hall on 
Sept. 23 and Sept. 24.

FeMFeST 2011: STaGinG inSPiraTiOn is finally 
here. The festival runs until Sept. 24 at the 
canwest centre for Theatre and Film. check 
out www.sarasvati.ca for a complete lineup.

The Gas Station arts centre presents the 12th 
annual winniPeG iMPrOV FeSTiVaL until Sept. 
24., featuring winnipeg talent and special 
guests from atlanta, edmonton, Toronto and 
Victoria. For a full festival lineup go to improv-
festival.blogspot.com.

Theatre by the river presents GenerOUS by 
Michael healey and directed by rod Beilfuss. 
what happens when someone is overwhelmed 
with the desire to help? Michael healey ques-
tions the idea of the selfless act in this polit-
ically charged, sharply written and hilarious 
play. runs from Sept. 28 to Oct. 8 on wednes-
days, Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m., and Sat-
urday at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. at 70 albert St.

canadian TV funny guy and stand-up come-
dian JOn DOre returns to rumor's comedy 
club on Oct. 4.

University of winnipeg’s canwest centre for 
Theatre and Film will be premiering chek-
hov’s classic work Three SiSTerS from Oct. 6 
until Oct. 16.

The Prairie Dance circUiT brings together 
dance artists from winnipeg, edmonton, cal-
gary and regina in a touring show that high-
lights talent from across the Prairies. Last sea-
son the PDc featured emerging creators from 
each of these cities. This year the PDc will 
present work at the rachel Browne Theatre on 
Oct. 28 and 29.

OPen Mic niGhTS at Mondragon are every 
Tuesday night from 7 p.m. until 9 p.m. come 
down and show off your musical, poetic or 
comedic talents.

Sunday night is open mic comedy at the cav-
ern featuring JOhn B. DUFF.

hauntings i is creepy and 
original

aaroN SNIder
CUlTUre reporTer

Hauntings i
Directed by Guy Maddin
60 minutes
plays at plaTform centre for photographic + digital arts until oct. 2
artist talk with guy maddin: Saturday, oct. 1, 3 p.m.

Anyone who has ever seen anything by local 
film hero Guy Maddin knows two things. First, 
his work leans strongly toward the creepy. Sec-
ond, it could never be confused with anyone 
else’s work. Maddin’s latest project is no excep-
tion.

Hauntings I is playing at PLATFORM cen-
tre for photographic + digital arts on the first 
floor of the ArtSpace building on Bannatyne. 
It had its debut as Hauntings I & II in Toronto, 
where it was commissioned for the opening of 
the Toronto International Film Festival’s Bell 
Lightbox in 2010.

Hauntings I is not just a collection of short 
silent films, it’s an art exhibit that occupies a 
space.

There are several projectors pointing in dif-
ferent directions that project images onto, and 
through, different surfaces. The different pro-
jectors show the same loop of film but are stag-
gered, giving the impression of complete chaos 
to those just entering the gallery.

There isn’t technically a correct screen to 
watch, but there is only one that fits with the 
spooky and otherwise disembodied soundtrack. 
It is once you’ve found your way to this screen 
that the show really begins.

Or rather, you begin to watch the show, pick-
ing up partway through a fragmented narra-
tive.

The looped short films come so quickly that 
it’s sometimes difficult to be sure when one has 
ended and another begun. Maddin’s signature 
text – flashing titles and short phrases or sin-
gle words – are always curious, as they could 
belong to the characters or to some mysterious 
narrator.

Some of the films incorporate Maddin’s 

quick and repetitive editing techniques while 
others layer long shots for a smooth and even 
glimmering effect. Combined with the musical 
accompaniment, which varies from soft strings 
to powerful horns to light techno – and electro-
influenced songs, the effect is powerfully hyp-
notic.

The characters range from fanciful to terrify-
ing and really do haunt the films, as well as the 
entire exhibit.

From sleepy, camera-headed Kino to the 
drowned wife who tries to seduce her widower 
husband from the afterlife with a delicious pie 
that she sends to shore, Maddin’s exhibit really 
depends on his ability to place so much infor-
mation within the characters.

The potential themes to discuss in this piece 
are numerous and widely varied. While Haunt-
ings I is an apt title for the collection, there are 
so many other ideas to latch on to, including 
sexuality, substance abuse and sobriety, as well 
as magic, music and institutionalization. The 
whole experience is accompanied by a sense that 
there is simply too much to take in.

Maddin will give an artist talk on Saturday, 
Oct. 1 at 3 p.m. at the close of the exhibit. There 
is also a closing party later that night at 11 p.m.

The exhibit is produced in conjunction with 
the WNDX, Winnipeg’s Festival of Film and 
Video Art. The PLATFORM centre is open 
Tuesday to Saturday from noon until 5 p.m. 
Admission is free and donations are accepted.

Maddin on loop is not for the faint of heart

Guy Maddin planned on using this for his christmas card photo, but thankfully he saved it for the publicity 
shot for his hauntings exhibit.

SUPPLIED

Step inside the world of the 
new york Times

aaroN SNIder
CUlTUre reporTer

Page one: inside the new York Times
Directed by andrew rossi
88 minutes
playing at Cinematheque, Sept. 22 – 24, 28 and oct. 5 at 7 p.m.

The widespread downsizing and bankruptcies 
among mainstream (and especially print) media 
over the last few years has remained at the fringe 
of most people’s consciousness. Page One: Inside 
The New York Times gives the troubled newspa-
per a variety of human faces and a clear, if some-
times contradictory, voice.

Andrew Rossi’s documentary focuses on the 
New York Times’s Media Desk, a section iron-
ically doomed to follow and report on trends 
that could lead to the demise of the newspaper 
industry, including the Times itself. 

The camera follows five staff, from frontline 
reporters to section editors and the executive 
editor of the Times, catching candid footage of 
the paper’s inner workings.

The potentially impending failure of the 
Times is a question revisited throughout the 
film. Some in the film, such as media reporter 
David Carr, strongly believe the paper will sur-
vive, while others admit they’re less sure.

The list of challenges is massive. 
Not only has the advertising market been 

decimated, but the very substance of the paper 
can often be found elsewhere for free. 

The printed classifieds section was long ago 
made redundant by online classifieds such as 
Craigslist and Internet job search options. Add 
to that issues of integrity, such as Judith Miller’s 
questionable reporting, in the New York Times, 
on the need to enter Iraq back in 2003. 

The film pauses in moments of reflection 
over these issues, but by no means presents the 
demise of the Times as a closed case. 

Beyond exploring the future and history of 
the newspaper, Page One provides a window 
into how the modern New York Times works. 
The fast-paced, deadline-oriented, paper-filled 
newsroom is definitely present, but the human 
relationships and discussions really take centre 
stage. 

There is no yelling, no hierarchical cards 
being played. The film documents the exchange 
of ideas that leads to a finished story. 

Whether it’s between source and reporter, or 
reporter and editor, it’s difficult to figure out 
what the rules are, which rules are being broken 

or if there are even rules at all.
The film touches on many significant issues 

over the last few years. The New York Times’s deci-
sion to publish certain excerpts from Wikileaks 
documents was controversial, but arguably the 
beginning of a new approach to providing news 
coverage – an approach in which the venerable 
Times must work with new kinds of sources.

Technology also plays a large role. The intro-
duction of charging readers to view the Times 
website is a contested issue in the film, but 
it’s found to be a necessary way to stay finan-
cially viable and one that has since been imple-
mented.

The film is brilliantly shot and presented, 
and is essential viewing for those intrigued by 
the modern media and one of its oldest insti-
tutions. 

The close bond formed with the characters 
almost clashes with the documentary approach, 
but in the end serves to provide a better sense of 
what makes the New York Times work.

Mainstream media’s last stronghold exposed

FILM REvIEWS

Page One: Listen to a story all about how the print media world got flip turned upside down.
SUPPLIED
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BOOK REvIEW

irma Voth
Miriam Toews
255 pages
knopf, 2011

aaroN SNIder
CUlTUre reporTer

The latest novel from Manitoba-born author 
Miriam Toews is at once a departure from 
previous works and a continuation of the 
themes and the voices that readers have come 
to expect.

The author of the 2004 bestseller A Com-
plicated Kindness and 2008’s The Flying Trout-
mans continues to refine her powerful tone 
that transcends cultural and genre limita-
tions.

Based in modern-day Mexico, but draw-
ing heavily on the Manitoba Mennonite 
connection, Irma Voth begins with the tale 

of a 19-year-old woman, repressed by her 
father and the remote farming community 
in which she lives.

Irma has just been abandoned by her new 
husband when a famous filmmaker comes to 
the remote community to make a film about 
the Mennonite people.

Just like her marriage, Irma’s awkward 
involvement with the film production draws 
heavy disapproval from her father. But what 
at first seems to be a relatively innocent act of 
rebellion becomes much more.

The novel is quick to blur the lines between 
family drama, coming-of-age tale and mur-
der mystery.

Toews delivers some heavy blows out of 
left field, but ties everything together with 
such skill that the gaps in Irma’s own mem-
ory seem to be the fault of the reader rather 
than the narrator.

Toews’s prose is light and natural to read, 
but dense and full of meaning. Many of 
Irma’s witty observations and interactions are 
laugh-out-loud funny while simultaneously 
fostering a sense of her ever-more-obvious 
dark side.

From the impenetrable father to the 
insane filmmaker Diego and the hippie pro-
tester Noehmi, Toews’s characters are full and 
believable, though a little outrageous.

Besides Irma herself, the most important 
and animated character is her sister, Aggie.

Wise beyond her years, but grounded by a 
feisty nature (she is only 13), Aggie becomes 
Irma’s sidekick and nemesis rolled into one. 
The complexity of this sibling relationship, 
and every other relationship in the novel, 
allows Toews to tell an engaging story in 
which characters rarely do what’s expected 
of them.

The novel is dark and often sad, but never 
depressing. Irma Voth’s persistent and some-
times crazy optimism infects the story that 
she relates.

Simply put, Irma Voth is a quick and excit-
ing read – heavy on the wit and completely 
free of any filler.

Toews’s power to move her readers but set 
them down gently is alive and well.
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Different sides of the same lens

kaeleIgh ayre
volUNTeer STaff

Sometimes it takes a while for people to real-
ize what they are meant to do. Such was 
the case for local fashion photographer Lisa 
Varga. 

After a short modelling stint, it took sev-
eral years for her to finally pick up a camera 
and capture the images she wanted to create, 
and she’s been behind the lens ever since.

Born in a small Manitoba town, the 
22-year-old was fascinated by the prospect of 
developing film. 

“I think I stole my mom's camera if only 
to aid in the process,” Varga says via email. 
“Film will always hold the key to my heart, as 
there is nothing nearly as romantic or beauti-
ful in existence. But for monetary reasons as 
well as efficiency, I pretty much solely shoot 
digital.”

In 2010 Varga graduated from the Prai-
rie View School of Photography's diploma 
course, and over the past year she has been 
building up her personal portfolio with 
shoots for many local publications and blogs, 
including Sandbox, Stylus, The Manitoban 
and The Uniter.

Simplicity is one of the keys for a success-
ful shoot, Varga says. 

“If I have a model that has achieved a 
decent level of comfort with me, who trans-
lates beautifully photographically, who is 
willing to take risks, I am so happy!” 

The majority of her photos are of women, 
which she explains is because “guys are hard 
to get to sit in front of the camera”. 

Varga also enjoys company on her shoots. 
“A friend or two by my side, as well as 

some overcast skies, and things are looking 
pretty hot.”

Varga stresses to people just starting out 
that self identity is one of the most impor-
tant traits for an amateur photographer to 
develop. 

“It's so important your work stands out 
from everyone else's in today's industry, as 
there is so much vanilla out there. Don't be 
afraid to be bold or stand out, it will pay off 
significantly. 

“Once you have defined who you are as 
an artist and your work is identifiable, peo-
ple will come to you. And knowing who you 
are as an artist makes it easier to get the jobs 
you know are conducive to your vision and 
your product.”

Varga has a firm grasp on what she wants 
from the years to come, and aims to cap-
ture more high fashion shoots using multi-
ple models. 

“In a year I would love to have had mul-

tiple art shows. A side project I am working 
on will have been released, so that is exciting, 
and I'm sure portfolio development will still 
be a main focus.” 

Looking further into the future she hopes 
to be supporting herself solely with her pho-
tography. 

“If I can get a bit more national or even 

international momentum, that could seri-
ously kill,” she says. “Will Winnipeg be 
home? That’s up (in the air). As long as I can 
afford to feed my sushi addiction and inspire 
others to document more photographically, 
I am set.” 

Visit http://lisavarga.carbonmade.com.

Twenty-two-year-old Lisa Varga, pictured at left, became fascinated with photography at a young age. Today, she 
shoots photos like the one above for the likes of Sandbox.

LISA vARGA

Radical Book Fair and DIY Fest set to shake things up
kaeleIgh ayre
volUNTeer STaff

The Radical Book Fair and DIY Fest, happen-
ing Sept. 23-25, is set to push some boundar-
ies and open some eyes. 

In its fourth year, the festival of all things 
anti-establishment has found its home in and 
around the parking lot at the corner of Albert 
and Bannatyne.  

Tim Brandt, a longtime volunteer at the 
CKUW radio station, is one of the organizers 
that has been with the festival since its first 
incarnation as the Spirited Anarchy Book 
Fair and Festival.

“I had been to the Anarchist Book Fair 
in Montreal and was so impressed by it. It 
inspired me; I thought, ‘Winnipeg needs a 
book fair (like this)’,” Brandt says. “I used 
to be a bookstore owner and I’m into radi-
cal politics, so I thought it was a good thing 
to be doing.”

The term “radical” refers to the “change 
from accepted or traditional forms.” In the 
case of the festival, it challenges the com-
monly accepted system that “we” live under 
– capitalism. 

“The Radical Book Fair is to show people 
that the capital system is totally flawed and 
needs to end if humanity and the earth are to 
survive in any healthy way,” Brandt explains.

Brandt considers himself radical in some 
ways, but hesitates to label himself as such, 
claiming he isn’t nearly as radical as some 
people that he’s met or read about.

However, he is very against being a con-
sumer. He says that he hardly ever goes to 
cafés or restaurants – instead, he dumpster 

dives for free food. Within city limits he trav-
els by bike, and outside the perimeter he 
works out his thumb.

This alternative lifestyle seems to be the 
basis for the festival. 

Based on first impressions, one might 
think that the festival would be comprised of 
completely “out there” events and activities, 
planned for the very fringes of society. 

However, upon glancing through the pro-
gram –  – a very cool zine that Brandt com-
piled himself –  – you will see that there are 
workshops and events for everyone. “Food 
Preserving 101” is being offered at ArtsJunk-
tion on Saturday, and “Basic Bike Repair” is 
at Natural Cycle on Sunday. 

These are radical? 
“I suppose (the festival name) might scare 

some people away because they want to stay 
safe in the arms of mainstream culture and 
not question anything,” Brandt says. “But 
they shouldn’t be scared. It’s an all-ages, fam-
ily-friendly festival.”

Brandt is most looking forward to the 
food politics workshop on Saturday at 11 
a.m. at AceArt, as well as his pet project, the 
A-Zone Co-op Fundraiser, which is the big 
social event of the weekend. 

Hugo Torres-Cereceda, the Rastamils and 
Nathan are all set to perform at the Regal 
Beagle. 

Festival-goers can also expect workshops 
on screen printing, radical birthing, and 
“deconstructing masculinity” with Graham 
and Alex on Sunday.  

There are even activities for the activists-
in-training, with radical story times, book 
making, and collage tutorials being offered, 
as well as childcare for parents who wish to 

attend the workshops. 
For those more interested in alternative lit-

erature and independent magazines, exhib-
itors such as Ragpickers, Kustom Kulture, 
the Green Action Centre and several inde-
pendent publishers will have their wares for 
perusal in the parking lot.

All events are free, except the Saturday eve-
ning fundraising show at the Regal Beagle, 
9:30 p.m., $10, and vegan brunch Sunday 
at Mondragon, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., $15. Visit 
http://winnipegbookfair.blogspot.com for more 
information.

read banned books! The radical Book Fair endorses all of these titles and more.
SUPPLIED

Photographer Lisa Varga defines herself behind the camera
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THE UniVErsiTY of WinniPEg AWArDs
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards

WORK-STUDY PROGRAM – CAMPUS JOBS!

The work-Study Program provides on-campus part-time 
job opportunities for eligible full-time University of 
winnipeg undergraduate students. These jobs are 
available during the Fall/winter terms (September to 
March). Various faculty and administrative departments 
participate in this program so there is a broad range of 
jobs from which to choose.

Students interested in a campus job need to fill out an 
application. The application to apply for Fall/winter 2011-12 
positions will be available on Monday, Oct. 3, 2011. Visit: 
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awards-work-
study-program

THE SAUL & CLARIBEL SIMKIN BURSARY

Deadline: Sept. 26, 2011

This bursary was established to provide support for 
indigenous students to pursue a combination of studies 
and work experiences in the pursuit of an undergraduate 
degree in indigenous Studies, environmental Studies, 
Business & Public administration, or in an area of climate 
change within the Geography program, or within the 
Master's in Developmental Practice Program. Visit: http://
www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awd-bursaries.

SPECIAL AWARDS FOR HIGH-NEED STUDENTS 
APPLICATION

Deadline: October 1, 2011

The awards on this application are directed to students 
who have high levels of financial need. Financial need 
is determined by the assessments of Manitoba Student 
aid Program (MSaP) and recipients will be students who 
have MSaP financial need assessments of at least $8,000 
or can demonstrate high financial need through the 
Financial need information section of the application for 
the Fall/winter academic year.

Visit: www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/services-awd-bursaries

MAniToBA sTUDEnT AiD ProgrAM (MsAP)
applications to Manitoba Student aid for the Fall/winter 
2011-12 sessions are still being accepted. Students can 
apply online at www.manitobastudentaid.ca.

TUITION FEE DEFERRAL

all fees for Fall/winter and Fall courses must be paid by 
Sept. 7. if you are relying on your Government Student aid 
to pay your outstanding fees, please follow the important 
instructions below.

Students who had completed a Manitoba Student aid ap-
plication as of Sept. 1, 2011, or have an athletic scholarship 
that is paying your fees have automatically been deferred 
until Oct. 7. you would have received an email through 
webadvisor confirming this. no action is needed.

if you applied to Manitoba Student aid after Sept. 1 or 
you are an out-of-province loan recipient for Fall/winter 
2011-12, please send your name and student number 
to: awards@uwinnipeg.ca. Please also indicate which 
province you applied through and the date you applied. 
This will ensure you are added to our list of deferrals. we 
will try our best to make sure you are captured; however, 
it is not guaranteed.

what does Tuition Fee Deferral mean?

you have been given a one-month grace period so that:

a. your registration is not cancelled, and

b. you are not charged late payment fees.

if you withdraw from University courses, you will be 
responsible for the fees you owe until your actual date of 
withdrawal, regardless of Tuition Fee Deferral.

DID YOU KNOW?

· On Fridays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., you can meet with staff 
from Manitoba Student aid regarding your loan applica-
tion. To book an appointment call 786-9458 or 789-1420.

· you can check the status of your student aid application 
online. Find out what documentation is still outstanding, 
or update your address. Visit www.manitobastudentaid.ca 
and log into your MySaO.

· want to remain interest free on your student loan? if 
you are a current full-time student who has received 
Government Student Loans in past sessions but you are 
not receiving loans this year, come to 1c22 to obtain a 
Schedule 2 form to obtain interest-free status.

· if you find yourself out of funds before your next 
disbursement of Government Student aid, you can 
arrange for bridge financing from the University in the 
form of an emergency loan. Please call 786-9984 for an 
appointment.

AWArDs offErED BY EXTErnAL AgEnCiEs 
AnD orgAnizATions
The University is often notified by companies and 
organizations about awards they have for students in 
postsecondary education. here are a few awards that are 
available right now:

BILL MASON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Deadline: Sept. 30, 2011

Value: $1,000

This scholarship was established to assist with the educa-
tion of tomorrow's environmental stewards. To be eligible, 
you must be a canadian citizen enrolled full time in 
your second, third or fourth year of your undergraduate 
studies in an Outdoor recreation, environmental Studies 
or other related program, and have a GPa of at least 3.5.

Visit: http://www.crca.ca/about-us/bill-mason-
scholarship/application-criteria.html

R.W.F. HUNT SCHOLARSHIP

Deadline: Sept. 30, 2011

Value: $1,000

The bursary is open to first – and second-year university/
college students who are studying in a business-related 
field. high school graduates, mature students and those 
making career changes are eligible to apply. you must 
be a resident of Thompson's trading area communities: 
Thompson, South indian Lake, Leaf rapids, Lynn Lake, 
nelson house, Split Lake, Gillam, wabowden, ilford, 
Pikwitonei, Thicket Portage, cross Lake and norway 
house.

Visit: www.thompsonchamber.ca/hunt.htm

MARYMOUND BURSARY PROGRAM

Deadline: Oct. 1, 2011

Value: $500 – $2,000

The Marymound Bursary Program provides educa-
tional and support funding to eligible young people who 
received services from Marymound or who resided in 
a Marymound placement for a minimum of six months. 
Those registered in a full – or part-time post-secondary 
education or training program, may be eligible.

Visit: www.marymound.com/wp/donations-sponsorship/
bursary-fund

MANITOBA HYDRO BURSARIES & SCHOLARSHIPS

Deadline: Oct. 1, 2011

Offers multiple awards to various students.

Visit: www.hydro.mb.ca

MANITOBA LOTTERIES EMPLOYMENT EqUITY EDUCA-
TION AWARDS

Deadline: Oct. 1, 2011

These awards are available to students who are members 
in the following employment equity groups: aboriginal 
Peoples, Persons with Disabilities, Visible Minorities 
or women in or aspiring to be in male-dominated 
occupations. awards are available to students in culinary 
arts, information Technology, Management or Trades 
programs.

Visit: www.mlc.mb.ca

FOUNDATION FOR THE ADvANCEMENT OF ABORIGINAL 
YOUTH (FAAY) AWARDS

Deadline: Oct. 15, 2011

canadian residents, of First nation (Status or non-Status), 
Métis or inuit heritage and attending either high school 
or a post-secondary institute full-time and within 
canada are eligible to apply for financial support. Mature 
students and adult education programs are included. 
The Faay Selection committee looks for: demonstrated 
financial need, academic and career commitment, 
contributions to family and community, and leadership 
and role model qualities.

Visit: http://www.ccab.com/uploads/File/FAAY/FAAY-
Application-2011-2012.pdf

RHODES SCHOLARSHIP

Deadline: Oct. 15, 2011

Value: Tuition, fees, and living expenses to study at 
Oxford

The scholarship requires that the candidate be a 
well-rounded individual, having shown not only academic 
excellence, but also active engagement in their commu-
nity and evidence of a strong commitment to leadership 
in improving the state of the world. The scholarship also 
requires evidence of physical vitality, whether in sports, 
theatre, music or other pursuits.

Visit: www.canadianrhodes.org

CAL CALLAHAN MEMORIAL BURSARY

Deadline: Oct. 31, 2011

Value: Up to $20,000

available to a son, daughter, or legal ward of persons who 
derive their principal income from pipeline construction. 
To qualify, the parent or guardian of the applicant must 
be employed by, or have a history of employment with, 
a firm who is a member of the Pipe Line contractors 
association of canada. The applicant must be enrolled in 
first-year studies at any recognized canadian university 
or college in a program leading to a degree or certificate 
in any field.

Visit: www.pipeline.ca

oTHEr AWArD WEBsiTEs
The canada Student Loan program and other important 
information on finances and budgeting can be found at 
www.canlearn.ca.

Surfing for dollars? Try www.studentawards.com and 
www.scholarshipscanada.com.

awarDS & FinanciaL aiD the awards and financial aid staff of the university of Winnipeg provides the student body with current information on award opportunities. this information is 
updated weekly.

THe UNITeR WANTS 
TO HeAR FROM YOU!
Fill out our survey by Saturday, Oct. 1 and enter to win 1 of 3 
Hp Touchpads.

Visit www.uniter.ca to fill out a survey online, or stop by the 
Uniter office (Room ORM14 on campus at the University of 
Winnipeg) to fill out a hard copy.

Questions? Call Geoff at 786-9790 or email geoff@uniter.ca.

WaNteD
Writers / Photographers / Illustrators / Proofreaders

Want to see your article, photo or illustration in this space instead of this ad? 

We're always looking for more people to contribute to The Uniter.

No experience? That's all right. We'll provide training.

E-mail editor@uniter.ca to get involved.
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Across

1 – Dept. of Labor division 

5 – crucial 

8 – Diamond cover 

12 – australian marsupial 

14 – as to 

15 – Sign of injury 

16 – Governs 

17 – hindu music 

18 – rifle adjunct 

19 – Signal that danger is over 

21 – Sea god 

23 – commercials 

24 – according to 

25 – compass dir. 

26 – Declines 

30 – hackneyed 

32 – Belch 

33 – Damnation 

37 – antitoxins 

38 – Put a new price on 

39 – ___ sapiens 

40 – Boats with sails 

42 – Languishes with longing 

43 – Tedious 

44 – esoteric 

45 – cornerstone abbr. 

48 – hot time in Paris 

49 – hydrocarbon suffix 

50 – Spinning 

52 – nickname for new york city 

57 – Microbe 

58 – Bit of gossip 

60 – wedge 

61 – Lecherous look 

62 – young goats 

63 – Tropical plant used in 

cosmetics 

64 – Blunted blade 

65 – compass pt. 

66 – cries of discovery

Down

1 – Gumbo ingredient 

2 – redding's genre 

3 – auditorium 

4 – actor Baldwin 

5 – Knot in wood 

6 – Unit of energy 

7 – Lamb or kid 

8 – Boris Godunov, for one 

9 – high points 

10 – Small branch 

11 – Plain writing 

13 – Oblique 

14 – Some nest eggs 

20 – conductor de waart 

22 – i could ___ horse! 

24 – hand woven wall hanging 

26 – cong. meeting 

27 – calculus calculation 

28 – cosmonaut Gagarin 

29 – Skin of the upper part of 

the head 

30 – Tawdry 

31 – Moral precept of conduct 

33 – Fluff, as bangs 

34 – new rochelle college 

35 – augury 

36 – centrepiece of the human 

face 

38 – rhizoid 

41 – Uncle remus title 

42 – Deliver a sermon 

44 – Director Lee 

45 – "The ____ has landed." 

46 – remove dirt with a broom 

47 – Trio 

49 – intentions 

51 – hungary's nagy 

52 – "Venerable" english monk 

53 – entreaty 

54 – Phnom ___ 

55 – actress Turner 

56 – Greek letters 

59 – ___ the season... 

crossword Puzzle & Sudoku 04
Solutions to this week’s sudoku and crossword in next week's issue.

BESTCROSSWORDS.COM

6  2 9    4 5
 9  4  8 7   

3 7    2    
 6 1    4   
 2    5 8  3

5  8 7 9    2
8   1   6   
7  6 3 5   1 8
  3   6   9

AWWW.PDFPAD.COM/SUDOKU

SUDOKU SKILL LEvEL:  EAsY

First things first
Hello there, I'm Melanie Dahling and 
I'm very excited, not to mention intim-
idated, about writing my first column 
for The Uniter.

I'll start with how I got here so that 
you can get some idea of who I am and 
what gives me the right to be taking up 
space in your newspaper.

I've always loved writing and was 
something of an English teacher's pet 
in school, but it never occurred to me 
to do anything about it. At the time 
I was focused solely on my goal to 
become a famous actor and marry A.J. 
McLean from the Backstreet Boys.

I was a shy girl, especially around 
new people, but anytime I was thrust 
into the centre of attention I would 
enthusiastically ham it up with impres-
sions, funny faces or songs. At the time, 
I kept an online journal (friends only!) 
where I would go on angst-ridden rants 
and obsess about cute boys.

Now, I'm turning 27 in October 
and I can't say that much has changed, 
except my taste in men has grown more 
sophisticated.

I'm less about A.J. McLean and 
more into Jesse Pinkman from Break-
ing Bad now. I've still got an awk-
ward teenage boner for bad boys with 
soft marshmallowy centres, but manu-
facturing meth is a way more respect-
able job than singing pop ballads in a 
pleather jacket, right Mom?

In addition to being an actor/singer/
kinesiology student/yoga enthusiast, 
in the summer of 2010 I started doing 
stand-up comedy.

From there things started going 
really well fairly quickly. I met a lot of 
like-minded people who are now some 
of my best friends, and started being 
invited to perform at shows with some 
really amazing local talent.

By February I was making a name 
for myself, doing well in school and I 
had met a rad guy, so it seemed like a 
great time to start a public blog.

The original intention of the blog 
was to promote my various creative 
projects, until the aforementioned rad 
guy stopped being quite so rad. I could 
be bitter and petty about it, but that 
particular breakup gave a voice to my 
blog that people started responding to.

Plus, I saw him at some party with a 
really unattractive girl, so that was fun.

It started with a couple views 
here and there, but soon I was being 
approached by loyal readers who iden-
tified with what I had to say about rela-
tionships – romantic and otherwise. I 
started to compare my life to Sex and 
the City, only with less sex and no pay-
cheque.

“An Open Relationship with Mel-
anie Dahling” is going to be my blog 
taken to the next level.

Instead of going on nightly rants and 
occasionally saying something worth-
while, I am going to come to you every 
two weeks with a well thought out, 
honest and (hopefully) entertaining 
take on the world of dating and relat-
ing to others – as I continue to navi-
gate through it cautiously, oil lamp and 
pointy stick in hand.

Craving more Melanie? Visit  
http://melaniedahling.wordpress.com.

2 8 9 5 1 4 6 3 7
7 3 6 9 2 8 1 4 5
4 5 1 6 3 7 9 2 8
8 9 2 3 4 5 7 6 1
3 1 4 7 6 9 5 8 2
5 6 7 1 8 2 3 9 4
9 7 8 4 5 3 2 1 6
1 2 3 8 7 6 4 5 9
6 4 5 2 9 1 8 7 3
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I've still got an awkward 
teenage boner for bad boys 
with soft marshmallowy 
centres, but manufacturing 
meth is a way more 
respectable job than singing 
pop ballads in a pleather 
jacket, right Mom?

An open
 relationship

WiTH MELAniE DAHLing



SOLIDARITY AND DIVERSITY IN A SECULAR AGE

SPONSORED BY

MANAGING BELIEF AND UNBELIEF IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE

CHARLES TAYLOR

Globally renowned Canadian philosopher Charles Taylor is Professor Emeritus of Political Science and 

Philosophy at McGill University. Taylor was the co-chair of the Taylor-Bouchard Commission on Reason-

able Accommodation in Quebec. His books include A Secular Age, which highly respected sociologist 

of religion Robert Bellah called “one of the most important books to be written in my lifetime.”

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2011 AT 7:30PM

ECKHARDT-GRAMMATE HALL | THE UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG
515 PORTAGE AVE. | FREE ADMISSION

RESCHEDULED!

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICS

Jeff Chang has been a hip-hop journalist for more than 15 years and 
has written for Vibe, Spin, The Village Voice, URB and Rap Pages.
Chang will speak about Can't Stop Won't Stop, his book that shows 
how hip-hop came to crystallize a multiracial generation's 
worldview.
How does it define the lives of millions around the world? How has 
it transformed politics and art? And how did it redefine the 
portrayal of race in popular culture? 

CAN'T STOP
WON'T STOP
A HISTORY OF THE
HIP-HOP GENERATION

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2011
7:30 P.M. | ECKHARDT-GRAMMATÉ HALL
THE UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG | 515 PORTAGE AVENUE | FREE

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2011
7:30 P.M. | ECKHARDT-GRAMMATÉ HALL
THE UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG | 515 PORTAGE AVENUE | FREE

THE UNITER & MOUSELAND PRESS SPEAKER SERIES & UWSA FREESTYLE V PRESENT

JEFF CHANG
HIP-HOP JOURNALIST, HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR


