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Every year around this time, The Uniter 
releases the results of our annual read-
ers’ poll, the Uniter 30. Every year, we 
ask our readers to vote for their favourite 
people, places and things of that year.

But, this year, I had some worries. 
2020 has not been like other years.

Some voters echoed my concerns. 
Under categories like “Favourite local 
performance,” more than one person 
wrote in, “There weren’t any!”

But while tabulating the results, I was 
pleased to learn how wrong I was. It’s a 
testament to Winnipeg’s vibrancy that, 
even during a year defined by lock-
downs, quarantines and sheltering in 
place, this city’s artists, businesses and 
activists stepped up to the plate. People 
have been finding ways to do incredible 
work and achieve great things while 
remaining socially distant.

Winners in multiple categories creat-
ed livestreamed art and performances. 
Others have created new businesses 
or adapted existing ones to make sure 
Winnipeggers can experience their food 
or other creations safely from home.

And, while it may feel like we’ve 
all been stuck in our homes forever, I 
don’t need to remind you that, in 2020, 
things happened! Boy oh boy, did 
things ever happen. Our provincial gov-
ernment managed to keep a pandemic 
under control for months, then let it 
spiral out of control for the sake of the 
economy. 

US president Donald Trump was 
impeached! And then the complicit Re-
publican-controlled senate immediately 
acquitted him! Remember that? Doesn’t 
that feel like it happened years ago? That 
was in February!

It has been an exhausting, hellish 
year in many ways. But, pandemics be 
damned, Winnipeggers get stuff done.

Submissions of articles, letters, graphics and photos 
are encouraged, however, all new contributors (with 
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In-person volunteer orientations are currently 
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WE'RE 
HIRING
The Uniter is seeking a dedicated, artistic and 
well-connected person to fill the role of arts and 
culture editor. This person should have experi-
ence and a passion for writing about such topics 
as music, film, dance, fashion, literature, food, 
visual art and more.

For more information, contact managing editor Thomas 
Pashko at editor@uniter.ca or visit uniter.ca/jobs. 

We thank all applicants, however, only those shortlisted for 
an interview will be contacted. 



CKUW TOP 30
November 30, 2020 
TW = This Week // LW = Last Week // ! = Local content // * = Canadian Content

TW LW C Artist Album Label

1   Osees Protean Threat Castle Face

2   Bob Mould Blue Hearts Merge

3   Cut Worms Nobody Lives Here Anymore Jagjaguwar

4   Various Artists Strum And Thrum: The American Captured Tracks

5   Cloud Nothings The Black Hole Understands Self-Released

6 !  The Lizards The Lizards Eat Em Up

7 *  Zoon Bleached Waves Paper Bag

8   Silver Synthetic Out Of The Darkness Third Man

9   Peter Bibby's Dog Act Marge Spinning Top

10   Flaming Tunes Flaming Tunes Superior Viaduct

11 !  Slow Leaves Shelf Life Birthday Cake

12   Uniform Shame Sacred Bones

13 *  Heaps What Is Heaps Birthday Cake

14 !  Sean Burns & Lost Country We Gotta Lotta Truckin To Do Stringbreakin

15 !  Figure Walking Vertical // Horizontal Disintegration

16   El Ten Eleven Tautology II Joyful Noise

17 *  Silver Clouds Silver Clouds Disintegration

18   The Mastersons No Time For Love Songs Red House

19   Boogarins Manchaca Vol. 1 Overseas Artists

20 *  Black Thunder La Fine Creata Transistor 66

21 *  Tommy And The Commies Hurtin' 4 Certain Slovenly

22 *  Gulfer Gulfer Royal Mountain

23   No Age Goons Be Gone Drag City

24   Quintron And Miss Pussycat Goblin Alert Goner

25   Wax Chattels Clot Captured Tracks

26   Flaming Lips American Head Warner Bros

27 *  Mi'ens Future Child Kill Rock Stars

28   Optic Sink Optic Sink Goner

29 *  Snotty Nose Rez Kids "Where They At" - Single Self-Released

30   Fleet Foxes Shore Anti

 Jangle Underground (1983-1987)

When Mahlet Cuff informed their fellow 
organizers of Justice 4 Black Lives Winni-
peg (Ella Taylor, Jayda Hope and Kamei-
sha Hope) about their triple win for this 
year’s Uniter 30, there was a moment of 
pause followed by laughter. 

“We were just like ‘oh yeah, we did 
stuff,’” Cuff says. 

But with summer having passed and most 
of the Black Lives Matter hype fading with 
it, Cuff felt that the acknowledgement from 
Uniter 30 voters was extremely validating.  

“It was a hard time,” Cuff says. “That 
was the reason I wanted to get involved. It 
was a hard time, seeing Black people being 
murdered like that.” 

With over 15,000 people in attendance, 
Cuff, Taylor and Jayda and Kameisha Hope 
organized the June 5 rally along with for-
mer members Betchel Belachew, Imani Pin-
der, Diana Ayodele, Ted Moko, Jylah Leigh 
and others. It wasn’t an easy task, but due 
to their resilience and dedication, a truly 
incredible and necessary event took place. 

Since then, their work hasn’t stopped. 
“Right now, we are thinking about the 

community in a very caring way,” Cuff says. 
Justice 4 Black Lives Winnipeg is mak-

ing an impact in a less public way. Their 
focus is to allocate the funds they were do-
nated back to the Black community. That 
includes providing food and accommoda-
tions to Black people and families. 

“We understand that times are very 
tough right now in terms of COVID,” 
they say. “But it’s also wintertime. Sea-
sonal depression exists. People are being 
laid off left and right. People aren’t able to 
work right now.” 

In terms of what’s next for the group, 
they plan on keeping their fingers on the 
heartbeat of the community, poised to re-
spond and rally whenever necessary. Until 
there’s a need for them to show up in a 
spectacular way, they keep doing the work, 
as we all should.

“The work is not only us,” Cuff says. 
“The work is everyone.”

1. Justice 4 Black Lives Winnipeg
2. Mahlet Cuff
3. Lena Andres

1.  Justice 4 Black Lives Winnipeg
2. Bear Clan Patrol
3. Winnipeg Police Cause Harm

1. Justice 4 Black Lives rally
2. Tombstones outside Pallister’s house
3. Donald Trump loses US election

Favourite local activist

Favourite local grassroots  
community group

Favourite political  
moment

BY KEESHA HAREWOOD KEESHAHAREWOOD
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Dr. Fred Shore, voted this year’s favourite local 
achiever over 60, has been a longtime professor at 
the University of Manitoba (U of M) in the Depart-
ment of Native Studies. 

As a historian, his research has focused on “Mé-
tis history and political issues of Indigenous people 
throughout Canada,” according to his U of M on-
line biography. But above all, Shore’s real passion 
was being in the classroom.

“Teaching was always my thing. I loved it,” he says. 
“I also wanted to teach that (Intro to Native 

Studies) class, because it was fun.” 
Born in Montreal, he began teaching at a pri-

mary school in 1962. Shore eventually made his 
way to Manitoba, where he completed his BA 
at Brandon University and MA and PhD at the 
U of M. He has been with the Department of 
Native Studies since 1985.

Recently, Shore published a book, Threads in the 
Sash: The Story of the Métis People. Now, this 78-year-

old educator is reluctantly retiring because of a re-
cent pulmonary fibrosis diagnosis.

“I really would like to be teaching again, but I 
can’t,” Shore says.

“The last two or three months of my class-
es, I would go in and teach, and it would take 
me 25 minutes to recover afterwards,” he says. 
“I really will miss it.”

Though he is soon retiring, Shore plans to keep busy. 
“I read two to three books a week, so my Kindle 

is kept busy,” he says. Shore’s other hobbies include 
gardening and playing with his model trains. He is 
also continuing to write and work on projects.

Despite Shore’s health concerns, he maintains a 
positive outlook on life. 

“It’s a terminal disease, but what the hell? I’m 78, 
and I’ve had a good run,” he chuckles. 

Winnipeggers clearly value his accomplish-
ments, as well.

1. Fred Shore
2. Fred Penner
3. Jeanne Randolph

BY CALLUM GOULET-KILGOUR

Favourite local achiever over 60

CGOULETKILGOUR

When asked what he would consider his great-
est achievement of 2020, Jordan Cayer, voted 
as Winnipeg’s favourite local achiever under 
30, said co-founding Never Better Coffee was 
by far the most remarkable. 

As it happens, the specialty online coffee 
shop also took the cake in this year’s Uniter 
30 as Winnipeg’s favourite new local business. 

Earlier this year, Cayer founded Never Bet-
ter Coffee with his business partner, Adam Ko-
zuska. Having both worked in the same café 
before the COVID-19 pandemic started, Cay-
er and Kozuska wanted to find a way to stay 
connected to Winnipeg’s coffee community. 

“When things closed down, it became pret-
ty obvious that we weren’t going to be able to 
make coffee in the same capacity that we were 
(previously able to),” Cayer says. 

Having talked about going into busi-
ness with each other beforehand, he says 
COVID-19 allowed them to start from scratch 
and look at different ways to share their pas-

sion for coffee with the community. 
“It’s really Adam and I doing it together. I 

wouldn’t be running this business without my 
business partner,” Cayer says.

Now, the duo hand-delivers specialty coffee 
to Winnipeg doorsteps every week. They also 
offer a subscription service, where Cayer and 
Kozuska curate a personalized selection of coffee 
beans for caffeine fiends across the city. 

Cayer says the response from the communi-
ty has been positively overwhelming.

“It’s been really cool to see how much sup-
port people have put behind local businesses,” 
he says. “You can really tell that people are look-
ing to help small businesses and new businesses 
like ours get through this really weird time.” 

While some of Cayer’s other projects as a 
musician have been put on hold due to the 
cancellation of live shows, he says he and Ko-
zuska look forward to making Never Better a 
different presence in Winnipeg’s specialty cof-
fee scene.

1. Jordan Cayer
2. Adam Fuhr
3. A massive tie

1. Never Better Coffee
2. House of Wonders Recording
3. Kilter Brewing Co.

Favourite local achiever  
under 30 Favourite new independent business

BY CIERRA BETTENS

CIERRABETTS FICTIONALCIERRA

Amos Nadlersmith is known by his stage moniker 
Amos the Kid. Many of the songs on his EP Moun-
tain View, released in spring 2020 after two singles, 
were written over the course of the previous summer 
and finalized in the late summer and fall.

“The kind of vibe of the songs and the content, 
lyrically, of the songs were more like reflections of 
summer memories or summer feelings,” he says. 

Nadlersmith says he likes the idea of “songs that 
become people’s themes to their summer experience.”

“I was hoping to capture that a little bit,” he says.
Mountain View features Nadlersmith on vocals 

and guitar, as well as Jensen Fridfinnson on vocals, 
Jordan Cayer on bass, Brian Gluck on drums and 
Adam Fuhr on lead guitar.

The Rooftop Retreat Pop-up show at the Win-
nipeg Art Gallery (WAG) was postponed from 
August to September. Nadlersmith says it was one 
of the only summer concerts he got to attend – 
and moreover, play.

“It was a very weird show to play, but it was 
just really cool to be able to play, let alone be at a 

concert,” he says, explaining that the audience was 
seated and socially distanced, and that there was a 
cap on attendance.

“Playing to the open sky and on the WAG roof-
top and hearing the music echo into the city a little 
bit was definitely ... it felt unique, and I guess only 
because so many people were starving for a live 
performance,” Nadlersmith says.

He was surprised to hear he’d won in both cat-
egories of favourite local album and favourite local 
performance.

“There’s a lot of talent in this city, so it’s hard to 
quantify, but I’m certainly honoured and surprised 
and ... you know, any recognition feels really cool 
... Me and the rest of the band definitely appreciate 
that,” he says.

Nadlersmith says the band has been finishing 
up some new tracks recently, although he can’t 
give a release date.

“I’m sitting on a lot right now, and I’m excited 
to be able to release it,” he says.

1. Amos the Kid - Mountain View
2. Jamboree - A Beautiful Place
3. Boniface - Boniface

1. Amos the Kid - Rooftop Retreat Pop-Up show @ WAG
2. Virgo Rising & Begonia @ WECC / Jamboree EP release @ Good Will (tied)
3. Merin, Jamboree & Julien’s Daughter @ Forth

Favourite local album Favourite local performance
BY CHARLIE MORIN

CHRLSMORIN
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Local allstar Justine Kolody, only 17, has been 
playing volleyball, which she says is her “true 
love,” for over six years. 

When asked what has motivated her to 
achieve athletic success, Kolody reveals it is a 
strong sibling bond, with her sister serving as 
her biggest inspiration. She says, “Ever since I 
was younger, I wanted to do everything that she 
(her sister) did. She played volleyball and loved 
sports in school. Also, I’ve always loved playing 
sports and am very competitive, so it is the per-
fect fit for me to be an athlete.”

Before getting hooked on volleyball, Kolody 
was a rhythmic gymnast for several years, which 
she says “really helped with my jumping skills.” 
And folks, Kolody sure can jump! 

Kolody is a setter, a position which essentially 
runs the team’s offensive strategy and requires a 
soft touch and excellent communication skills. 

She played on Team Manitoba in 2019 for the 
Western Canada Summer Games (and won), 
has been named to both the Junior and Youth 
National teams and has also won provincial and 
national championships with her club team, 
Shock Volleyball. 

Kolody says, “I would love to be a profes-
sional volleyball player in the future and travel 
the world, but I will have to see when the time 
comes and assess how my body is holding up 
and what is happening in my life. 

“Best-case scenario is that I become a profes-
sional volleyball player, and if that doesn’t work 
out, I would love to become a physical-education 
teacher or do something in the athletics world.”

Kolody has just accepted a scholarship to 
play volleyball at the University of Alberta for 
the Pandas, so it looks like she is well on the way 
to achieving her goals.

1. Justine Kolody
2. Desiree Scott
3. A massive tie

BY BETH SCHELLENBERG

Favourite local athlete

BETHGAZELLENBERG

Cora Wiens, owner of Eadha Bread, won the Uniter 
30’s favourite baker category for the past few years, 
and for good reason.

Located on Ellice Avenue in the West End, Ead-
ha Bread is known for its community spirit and 
great sourdough baking. 

Wiens explains that “everything is fermented 
with our sourdough starter that we feed and care for 
every day in the bakery,” including “an assortment 
of sourdough breads, cookies, cakes, scones, cinna-
mon buns, pies and twists.”

The bakery began as a solo project in 2016. At 
that time, Wiens rented a shared kitchen space and 
sold her products at markets. 

“I was picking up the flour from the mill, making 
the bread ... driving it to the farmers’ market and 
handing it to the customer, who was eating it,” she 
recalls, “so it was me the entire way through.”

In 2018, as demand grew, Wiens expanded 
the business and opened the storefront on El-
lice Avenue.

Wiens points out that “the business has trans-
formed far beyond (its early stages) in these last 
four-and-a-half years, and there’s no way that could 
happen with just me.”

“We have a full staff of wonderful bakers, who 
are basically the bakery at this point. I feel like it’s 
the reputation of the bakery that has me winning 
favourite baker, and that reputation can’t just sit on 
my shoulders.”

One thing that makes Eadha unique is their focus 
on community-building. Before the COVID-19 
pandemic, Wiens says “we got in the habit of doing 
a pizza party once a month ... We’d make a bunch of 
pizzas and sell them, and a good portion of the price 
of the pizza would go to raising funds for commu-
nity organizations and initiatives.”

The pandemic has posed many challenges, 
Wiens explains. “I’m a bit weary for it at this point, 
and I know the staff are feeling that, as well.”

“But I think that spirit of community being able 
to be together is still echoing in the bakery,” she says.

1. Cora Wiens, Eadha Bread
2. The team at Tall Grass Bakery
3. A massive tie

Favourite local baker
BY HALEY PAULS

HALEYPAULS

“It’s really great to feel the support from the com-
munity,” Renée Girard, two-time winner of the 
Uniter 30’s favourite local chef category, says. Her 
business, Made by Paste, offers handmade pasta and 
sauces for people to cook at home.

Food has always been important to Girard, who 
grew up on her family’s farm.

“I was always around growing food or some-
one cooking food, so it’s kind of always been a 
part of me.”

She started her culinary journey as a front-of-
house restaurant staffer, but switched to the kitchen 
on her partner’s recommendation.

“He could tell that's just where I was happi-
est,” she says.

One job was particularly influential. Harth Moz-
za & Wine Bar, where Girard was the pasta chef pri-
or to the COVID-19 pandemic, is “where my love 
for pasta, or homemade pasta, came about.”

When COVID hit, and she was laid off, Girard 
asked herself, “How can I make this work? How can 
I still get food to people’s tables, still do what I love 

and also help pay my bills?”
That is how Made by Paste emerged.
“Starting my business has always been a dream of 

mine,” she says. “A lot of the ingredients that I use 
either come from within Manitoba or from a source 
that I’m proud of supporting”

She says a lot of love goes into the making of her 
pastas, and “everything is handmade” by herself, her 
sister-in-law or her friend.

A favourite pairing of hers is the pappardelle with 
pork and beef ragu.

When discussing the future of Made by Paste, 
she says “The support has been really amazing, and 
it’s been a little difficult keeping up, to be honest ... I 
still want it to be fresh and local and really thought-
ful and intentional food. (I want) to figure out how 
to grow the business but still keep it small.

“It would be nice to see everyone spread the love 
and continue to eat good food throughout this, be-
cause I feel like food can be pretty special and bring 
people together.”

1. Renée Girard (Made by Paste)
2. Christa Bruneau-Guenther (Feast Cafe Bistro)
3. Stefan Lytwyn (Kosmo’s Space Cowboy Food Cantina)

BY SUNNY ENKIN LEWIS

Favourite local chef

SUPPLIED PHOTO

SUPPLIED PHOTO

PHOTO BY KEELEY BRAUNSTEIN-BLACK
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Sarah London has been doing standup for a little 
over two years. During the spring lockdown, the 
University of Winnipeg student decided to post 
short comedy sets on her Twitter and Instagram. 

“I think it was a really great place for me to 
put my energy,” she says.

London had been planning to perform at an 
open mic the weekend the lockdown started in the 
spring of 2020, and when that got cancelled, she 
decided to share her comedy virtually. 

“I really wanted to do it, which I think (is) how 
comedy works ... you just ... really feel the need to 
do it,” London says.

She says other local comedians started post-
ing similar videos, and it was really fun to see 
and take part in.

London did improv in high school, but it was 
at an open mic that she first saw standup comedy.

“I was like, ‘oh, this is what I should be doing,’” 
London says.

She says while standup is fulfilling, it can also 
be an emotional experience.

“It’s a really vulnerable thing to do ... so there 
will be times where ... you’ll get off stage, and 
you’ll be like ‘wow, I feel great,’” she says.

Other times, London says she might not feel 
great after a set, especially if there isn’t anyone 
she knows in the crowd.

“I don’t know, this is probably just me, but then 
I get sometimes overwhelmingly sad after,” she says.

Standup comedy can certainly be vulnerable, 
and there isn’t much instruction.

“No one tells you how to do standup. Like, 
no one’s like teaching you how to do it, so it’s a 
lot of getting stuck in your own head,” she says.

London says she got lots of positive feedback 
from her videos and believes people are just glad to 
have something to laugh about in stressful times.

“I haven’t started it up again, but I’ve been 
thinking about it,” she says.

1. Sarah London
2. Alex Ateah
3. Riva Billows

BY CHARLIE MORIN

CHRLSMORIN

Favourite local comedian

SUPPLIED PHOTO

After being in the top three for the Uniter 30’s fa-
vourite local dancer category in 2019, Ella Steele 
was excited to hear she won first place in 2020.

“It feels very nice,” she says. “I’m very grateful 
that people voted for me.”

Steele is a professional tap dancer who first start-
ed learning the genre when she was three years old. 

“My mom owns a dance studio in Transcona,” 
Steele says, “so I got into dance through Doreen 
Bissett School of Dance.” 

At age 15, Steele met her tap-dance mentor, 
Ryan Foley, who helped her understand the histo-
ry of tap dance and learn about its connection to 
jazz music. From there, Steele was presented with 
many performance opportunities and even trav-
elled abroad to dance. 

Despite how COVID-19 threw a wrench in 
Steele’s dance plans for 2020, she still managed to 
keep fairly busy. In February, Steele danced in the 
show Unplugged, put on by a Toronto dance com-
pany she’s part of called Rhythm & Sound. 

Performance-wise, Unplugged is the only show 
Steele was able to do this year, but she’s found oth-
er ways to keep growing as a dancer. 

“This year, I started a pre-professional tap-
dance company out of my studio called Language 
of Rhythm,” she says. “Those kids are really excit-
ed about it.”

Steele also participates in weekly online dance 
classes and workshops. While the situation isn’t 
ideal, Steele has been able to connect with notable 
tap dancers, such as Heather Cornell. 

“So there’s actually been opportunities,” Steele 
says. “It’s just different opportunities.”

The main opportunity Steele highlights is the 
chance to connect more with Winnipeg’s tap com-
munity. Steele hopes to deepen that connection 
even further and merge Winnipeg’s tap-dance 
community with its jazz community. 

“That’s an immediate goal. I’ve got lots of things 
in the air, but right now that’s been something I’ve 
been thinking about a lot.”

1. Ella Steele
2. Katrina McQuade
3. Jillian Groening

BY KEESHA HAREWOOD

KEESHAHAREWOOD

Favourite local dancer

PHOTO BY CALLIE LUGOSI

It is with great pleasure that I, your local demi-
sexual and seasoned single, announce this year’s 
favourite local dating activity is related to food. 

I’m a big fan of food, especially when I 
don’t have to cook it. But cooking with a part-
ner – romantic or otherwise – is a great way 
to divide the labour. 

Plus, if the conversation takes an awkward 
turn, it’s easy to save the situation when you’re 
in a kitchen. All you have to do is abruptly 
shove a sample of what you’re making into 
your mouth and proclaim the dish needs more 
salt. It’s a smooth, even suave, maneuver. Trust 
me, I know what I’m talking about. 

But I think there’s a reason why all the best 
romantic comedies, like NBC’s Hannibal, 
feature such a heavy focus on food: it brings 
people together. 

Food is the one thing we have in common. 
I don’t care who you are, where you’re from or 

what you did – we all need food to survive. It’s 
the perfect thing to bond over and a great way 
to get to know each other. 

Even with Manitoba’s strict social-distancing 
laws, cooking or eating together is doable over 
Zoom. You’ll be apart, but together-ish. 

And if your internet goes down, or if you haven’t 
found that special someone who’ll virtually cook 
with you, never underestimate the power of imagi-
nation. The perfect cooking montage is available to 
you at any moment, in your mind’s eye. 

Or you can always do date night with 
yourself and cook a fantastic meal. No, I’m se-
rious. While this might be a very lonely time 
for some people, it can also be an opportunity 
to actively practice self-love. 

So get in your kitchen and prepare yourself a 
meal worthy of the gods, dang it. You deserve it. 
Trust me, your local demisexual and seasoned 
single. I know what I’m talking about.

1. Cooking or eating together
2. Making out / Cocktails (tie)
3. Going to the movies

BY KEESHA HAREWOOD

KEESHAHAREWOOD

Favourite date activity

ILLUSTRATION BY TALIA STEELE
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Colin Arason, who may be more familiar to some 
as Fishead, started his DJing career in the early 
’90s. Arason was performing at parties and clubs 
before moving to the larger venues in Winnipeg. 

In 2002, Arason left Winnipeg for Montreal 
and, through his unique style, which includes a di-
verse range of mixing and synths, was able to earn 
fans in a handful of Canadian and American cities.

When asked what the title of favourite local dj 
meant to him, Arason answered with typical Win-
nipeg humility and self-deprecation. 

“It’s a bit of a surprise, really,” he says. “I’ve al-
ways been more concerned with connecting with 
like-minded individuals than trying to be popular 
or successful, and I feel like I’ve kept a somewhat 
low profile since moving back to Winnipeg a few 
years ago. It’s good to know that there are people 

out there who appreciate what I’ve been doing.”
Arason’s style has varied across different projects 

and has touched on many sounds and genres. New 
technology and trends have made electronic music 
an ever-changing art form. To Arason, it comes as 
a welcome challenge more than an obstacle.

“It’s just been a passion project for me. I’ve nev-
er had the technical abilities that I’ve strived for, 
and I’ve never been able to get my hands on every 
record I feel as if I need. But I’ve let those obsta-
cles inspire me to keep honing my craft and keep 
searching for elusive sounds.”

Arason currently resides in Winnipeg, where he 
recently finished a graduate degree in film stud-
ies. He spends a lot of time watching movies and 
spending quality time with his record collection.

1. Fishead
2. DJ Hunnicutt
3. Kenneth Castillo

BY BRADY TIEL

Favourite local DJ

Segovia Tapas Bar opened in 2009 and closed in 
2020, almost seven months ago. Co-owned by 
Adam Donnelly and Carolina Konrad, the contem-
porary Spanish restaurant had a reputation for being 
one of Winnipeg’s best, with both traditional and 
contemporary options contributing to an exciting, 
comforting and exceptional dining experience. 

Segovia’s 10-and-a-half-year lifespan is twice 
as long as the average restaurant’s, according to 
research by the Perry Group. However, the forces 
that led to its closure were anything but exceptional: 
Segovia was one of many businesses shuttered as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In statements to Global News and Eat North, 
both Donnelly and Konrad said they couldn’t see a 
way for Segovia to continue without compromising 
Segovia’s core identity and quality. Donnelly is now 
working on a new culinary project: Midsommer-
bread, a sourdough bread company. 

A lot of reporting on the impacts of the pandem-
ic on food businesses is focused on those struggling 

to stay afloat, directing readers to local businesses to 
support, with the unstated assumption that govern-
ment assistance for our favourite haunts will prob-
ably begin and end with an advertising campaign. 

These campaigns tend to shirk responsi-
bility. It becomes the duty of the victims of 
government mismanagement to order deliv-
ery once a week, to avoid affordable fast-food 
companies that have battalions of lobbyists, to 
bear the loads that taxes are supposed to carry. 

It becomes the duty of media to comply with 
this narrative and call on our readers to con-
sume, rather than to mourn and demand more 
from our elected officials. 

As we document the struggle, let us document 
the loss. Donnelly and Konrad and the whole Sego-
via team will go on to great ventures, likely that are 
more suited to the new and emerging way that great 
food is made and served and consumed. The expe-
rience and endeavour of Segovia is now in the past 
tense. Let us sit with that. 

1. Segovia Tapas Bar
2. Tiny Feast
3. Mondragon /  Music Trader (tie)

BY ALEX NEUFELDT

Favourite local establishment that 
no longer exists

Ryan Steel has been making movies since he 
was in short pants. He attributes much of his 
learning to being enrolled in a Winnipeg Film 
Group camp for teens, where he was introduced 
to Winnipeg’s rich history of arthouse filmmak-
ing and had his mind thoroughly blown. It was 
during this stint at film camp that he learned to 
hand-develop film and became captivated with 
the idea of becoming a filmmaker. 

When asked what makes analog filmmaking 
so captivating, Steel says “I like the textures of 
analog images. There’s so many different worlds 
that are accessible with discarded technology.” 

This love of discarded technology is present 
in Steel’s body of work, and it is specifically the 
textural elements created using film that make 
his work so visually interesting and lend it a 
recognizable style. 

Steel has worked with plenty of local lumi-
naries from the music scene and says “If I had 

any musical talent, I would be doing that (mak-
ing music) instead.” His love of music comes 
through strong in the exceptional and transcen-
dent videos he has made for the likes of Urban 
Vacation and Begonia. 

Steel has navigated various sides of the film-
making industry and says “I find a great sense of 
comfort in being independent and working on 
projects that I care about more than anything. I 
worked on a big union movie and quit after two 
weeks, because I was kinda having a nervous 
breakdown.” 

He feels that the Manitoba Film and Video 
Production Tax Credit ultimately gives “big 
American companies tax credits to exploit the 
labour of Manitobans” and “would like to see 
more low-budget films being funded by the 
Province.”

Ultimately, Steel says “the artists of Manito-
ba’s filmmaking world will always triumph.”

1. Ryan Steel
2. Ian Bawa / Fabian Velasco (tie) BY BETH SCHELLENBERG

Favourite local filmmaker
BETHGAZELLENBERG

PHOTO BY ANTOINETTE DYCKSMAN

SUPPLIED PHOTO

PHOTO BY KEELEY BRAUNSTEIN-BLACK

8 DECEMBER 3, 2020THE UNITER UNITER 30



UNITER 30

This is Callie Lugosi’s second year in a row 
winning both the favourite local writer and 
favourite local photographer categories. 

“I’m deeply flattered that I have been voted 
winner for both these categories two years in a 
row. It’s very special,” Lugosi says. “Something 
I’ve done has resonated with people, and that’s 
all I can really ask for.”

Like most people during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Lugosi’s life has been turned up-
side-down. When asked about the struggles 
they have faced trying to keep their creativity 
going, Lugosi was honest.

“I’ve spent most of the pandemic surviving 
like everybody else,” they say. “I’ve worked on 
a couple of things, but I really want to stress 
that I’m not concerned with my creative out-
put, either.”

Lugosi is known for wearing multiple hats 
throughout their career. They’re most well 
known for their roles as photographer and 
writer, but Lugosi has also worked as an online 
creator and chronicler of local queer history. 

In the summer of 2019, Lugosi held a solo 
exhibition, Majesties, which was a photo doc-
umentation of Winnipeg’s drag scene through 
a series of portraits in the style of Renaissance 
paintings.

“Majesties was my first solo exhibition, and 
it was a huge success because of how many 
people were involved in creating it,” they say. 

A majority of Lugosi’s work has focused 
on Winnipeg queer history and people as 
their subjects. However, they’re beginning to 
branch off into different directions.

“Those portraits mean the world to me, but 
I’m really happy to be moving on and work-
ing on things that are about myself – which is 
something I’ve never done before.” 

Although they’re not ready to specify de-
tails, Lugosi says the upcoming project in-
volves them using different mediums and 
leaving their camera aside.

“The work I’ve been developing over the 
last six months has been deeply personal.”

1. Callie Lugosi
2. Ally Gonzalo
3. Jen Doerksen

1. Callie Lugosi
2. Bartley Kives
3. Cierra Bettens / Riva Billows / Ryan Thorpe (tie)

Favourite local writer Favourite local photographer
BY KIM FIEBER

SHINGEKI_NO_KIM

Editorial note: Callie Lugosi is a staff photographer at The Uniter. While 
we don't count votes cast for The Uniter in the Uniter 30, readers are 
free to cast votes for Uniter staff and their work.

Editorial note: MAWA tied with aceartinc. in this category. Since we pro-
filed aceartinc. last year, we’re giving the spotlight to MAWA in 2020.

In the 30 years since MAWA’s (Mentoring Artists 
for Women’s Art) inception, the artist-run centre has 
equipped hundreds of women and non-binary folx 
to create and maintain a professional arts practice. 

“MAWA’s culture of generosity is very wel-
coming and positive in our community,” Shaw-
na Dempsey, co-director of MAWA says. “It is 
an intergenerational community that is based 
on sharing skills, networks and information.”

Through mentorships, arts education and residen-
cies, MAWA works through an intersectional femi-
nist lens to combat gender inequality in the visual-art 
world, which Dempsy says is an ongoing problem, 
“particularly in tenured positions in university art 
schools and directorships of the largest galleries, the 
sale of artworks at the highest level of the art market.” 

“Those are still areas where women are still under-
represented and not paid equally. MAWA continues 
to fight the good fight with respect to gender inequal-
ity and works to support all gender minorities, so cis 
and trans women and non-binary folx.”

During her tenure, the project that made 

Dempsey the most proud is the Resilience project, 
which was curated by Lee-Ann Martin, a Mohawk 
curator. Fifty Indigenous women’s artworks were 
displayed across the country on billboards. MAWA 
also created a teaching guide for classrooms on how 
to use the images in all subject areas, in kindergarten 
through Grade 12 classrooms, to explore Indigenous 
themes, knowledge and contemporary realities. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, they have 
switched lots of their programming online and elim-
inated the cost component. MAWA has also been 
running a new program designed for an online for-
mat, including a discussion group on critical painting 
perspectives led by Laura Darnbrough. 

Their pandemic-specific micro-grant pro-
gram has just opened its third call for sub-
missions. “We know that individual artists are 
struggling, and so many people have lost op-
portunities and gigs,” Dempsey says. 

Even through a pandemic, MAWA contin-
ues to empower and equip women and their 
art, even if their doors are closed. 

1. Winnipeg Art Gallery
2. MAWA / aceart inc. (tie)

Favourite local gallery or  
artist-run centre

BY HANNAH FOULGER

SPEAKSTORY FOULGERSCOVFEFE

PHOTO BY CALLIE LUGOSI

SUPPLIED PHOTO

Local breakfast and lunch restaurant June-
berry opened in July of 2020 as a collabora-
tion between chef Scott Malcolmson, Marc 
Priestley, Kyle Matheson and Dana Cherski. 
Located in the Glenwood area, the restaurant 
has quickly become a favourite for dishes like 
fried baby potatoes, eggs benedict and Hon-
duran balaedas.

Opening in the height of a pandemic was 
not their original plan, but they made it work. 

“We were grateful to open in that gap be-
tween lockdowns,” Cherski says. “We’d been 
planning to open for well over a year but hit 
a bunch of snags along the way.” 

While construction on their older build-
ing in the Glenwood area was full of surpris-
es, they liked that Glenwood bridges the area 

between St. Vital and St. Boniface, and there 
were not many similar restaurants or places to 
visit in the area. 

Locality has always been key to the June-
berry team. All their design colours are in-
spired by Manitoba, as is the name for the 
restaurant itself. Juneberry is another name 
for Saskatoons, a berry grown and celebrated 
across Manitoba. 

Everything from their garlic aioli to the fo-
caccia for the popular eggs benny is made in-
house, Cherksi says, but what really made the 
restaurant special this summer was its staff. 
Most of the staff have been laid off due to 
the Code Red restrictions, but the Juneber-
ry team hopes to hire them back as soon as 
possible. 

Since the lockdown, Juneberry has also ad-
justed their hours from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. to 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m., in order to include a dinner 
menu with dishes like the oyster mushroom 
and kale pasta. 

“We’ve done our best pivot in these weird 
times that we are dealing with,” Cherski says. 
“It’s not what we’d envisioned, but it has been 
weird and good.”

1. Juneberry
2. Never Better Coffee
3. Roughage Eatery / Sous Sol (tie)

Favourite local place to eat
BY HANNAH FOULGER

SPEAKSTORY FOULGERSCOVFEFE

PHOTO BY DANIEL CRUMP
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Olivia Norquay turned her love for horror 
movies and books into an in-depth analysis 
with guests on the podcast Bikini Drive-in. The 
podcast gives a feminist perspective of famous 
horror films. 

Each episode takes a critical look at a different 
movie, ranging from George A. Romero’s Night 
of the Living Dead (1968) to Ari Aster’s Midsom-
mar (2019). 

By combining screen and media studies, arts 
criticism and women and gender studies, this 
podcast gives listeners something to think about 
when watching horror movies. 

She begins each podcast with a quick summa-
ry before discussing the film. 

“I always have a guest on the show,” Norquay 
says. “It’s cool to talk about these movies I have 
seen hundreds of times before and get a different 
perspective on them.” 

Taking inspiration from other podcasts like 
The Faculty of Horror hosted by Andrea Subissati 
and Alexandra West and books like House of Psy-
chotic Women by Kier-La Janisse, Norquay finds 

herself loving the idea of having discussions and 
doing research related to horror films. 

“I think it is cool to basically do a book report 
every week,” Norquay says. 

Although horror is not the genre for everyone, 
Norquay believes there is merit to it.

“I feel like it gets a bad reputation for being 
superficial, silly, violent or (not) having anything 
substantial within it. Most horrors are very polit-
ical and very important,” she says. 

Bikini Drive-In started its run as a radio show 
on CKUW and still airs there on Sunday after-
noons. Since the pandemic began, the show has 
also found a home on Spotify and Apple Podcasts. 

“I appreciate how supportive the horror and 
film communities have been of the show. Hor-
ror can be an intimidating genre to get into, but 
CKUW, Stylus Magazine, Cinematheque and 
The Garrick have been really supportive,” Nor-
quay says. 

Right now, Norquay is recording the podcast 
from home, but when it is safe to do so, she looks 
forward to hosting more live events and discussions.

1. Bikini Drive-In
2. Barking Dog
3. 8-way tie

BY REBECCA DRIEDGER

REBECCADRIEDGER

Favourite  local podcast

Editorial note: Olivia Norquay is The Uniter’s business manager. While 
we don’t count votes cast for The Uniter in the Uniter 30, readers are 
free to cast votes for Uniter staff and their work.

SUPPLIED PHOTO

Uzoma Asagwara, MLA for Union Station, 
must be very busy these days. As New Demo-
cratic Party Critic for Health, Seniors and Ac-
tive Living, Asagwara is perhaps one of the most 
important elected officials in Manitoba during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Clearly, Asagwara 
has resonated with Winnipeggers, since they 
were voted favourite local politician by The 
Uniter’s readers.

Prior to entering politics, Asagwara, a Uni-
versity of Winnipeg alum, played for the Ca-
nadian women’s national basketball team and 
worked as a psychiatric nurse. In addition to 
this impressive profile, their election as MLA 
last year was historic: Asagwara was among the 
first Black individuals to be elected as an MLA 
in Manitoba and the first gender non-com-
forming MLA. 

Asagwara’s top priority as a politician is to 
make the voices of their constituents heard in 
the legislature.

“My efforts are really focused on ensuring 
that the government is listening to the com-
munities that are the most impacted by the 
decisions that they make and the actions that 
they take or don’t take during this pandemic,” 
Asagwara says. 

It’s important “to make sure that we’re re-
flecting on things that we can and should 
be doing better to make sure that people are 
healthy, safe, supported and well-resourced 
during this pandemic and also as we move past 
this pandemic,” they say.

Despite how outlandish this year has been, 
Asagwara has no regrets about jumping into the 
political arena. 

“What I love most about this job is building 
relationships with people,” they say.

“I love doing advocacy in this capacity as 
a public servant, and I really value building 
strong, trust-based relationships with the peo-
ple that I represent,” Asagwara says.

1. Uzoma Asagwara
2. Leah Gazan
3. “Fuck Brian Pallister” / “I hate Brian Pallister”

BY CALLUM GOULET-KILGOUR

Favourite local politician

CGOULETKILGOUR

PHOTO BY CALLIE LUGOSI

In late February, Winnipeggers awoke to what an 
RCMP spokesperson called “upsetting” and a Na-
tional Police Federation representative deemed “de-
spicable, disgusting, disrespectful and criminal.” 

Others, however, saw the spray-painted words 
that appeared on three local buildings as heroic, nec-
essary and long overdue. Either way, the graffitied 
slogans on the RCMP headquarters, the Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights (CMHR) and Liberal 
MP Dan Vandal’s office helped spark conversations 
about ongoing racism in the city and across Canada. 

“Fuck RCMP” was scrawled across a monu-
ment outside the force’s local headquarters, and 
a nearby message read “Shut down KKKanada.” 
While no one took credit for the red-painted 
artwork, many linked it to ongoing abolitionist 
efforts and solidarity protests in support of the 
Wet’suwet’en land defenders. 

Hours after the graffiti appeared, Winnipeggers 
stood at Portage and Main in a show of support for 

the pipeline opponents. This was the second rally to 
take place at the famous intersection in the span of 
a few weeks, but it was far from the last anti-racism 
and anti-police protest Winnipeg saw this year. 

In February, Bridgette Hoshont’omba of the 
Choctaw Nation told the Winnipeg Free Press the 
graffiti was likely done by people who feel ignored. 

“Indigenous people are so often mistreated in-
stead of being heard, so when no one is willing to 
listen, then people look for other ways to get the 
point across,” she said. “It’s a way to take up space in 
the public eye. I think that’s the point, because now 
people like Dan Vandal will have to pay attention.”

With a new year on the horizon, Manitobans 
might want to take the words scrawled on the side 
of the CMHR to heart: “Is this the future you 
want?” If this year’s protests, social-media campaigns 
and favourite public art displays are any indication, 
folks won’t settle for inaction. 

1. Anti-RCMP graffiti
2. Mural at WanaBees Diner
3. Kenneth Lavallee’s Star Blanket Project

BY DANIELLE DOIRON

DANIELLEMDOIRON

Favourite public art piece

ILLUSTRATION BY GABRIELLE FUNK
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The Good Will Social Club, located on Portage 
Avenue, has been a mainstay of Winnipeg’s cul-
tural scene in recent years, hosting events and serv-
ing food and drinks. This year, The Uniter readers 
named it their favourite local public gathering place. 

Though the Good Will has won similar 
awards in the past (such as being voted as peo-
ples’ favourite local place to see live music in 
2016), this year has been like no other.

Mike Requeima, who works at the Good Will, 
says they have been facing the same challenge as 
many small businesses in Manitoba due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“The space that we’re in has been barely sus-
tainable for years, so with this year’s nightmare, 
it’s hard to keep our heads above water,” he says.

“Although we were one of the very few licens-
ees forced to close even earlier in the province’s 
symbolic and futile effort to appear to be address-
ing the rise before COVID cases skyrocketed, 

that probably hurt our staff more than it hurt the 
business,” Requeima says.

Despite all the difficulties this year, he is very 
thankful for the Good Will’s patrons.

“We’re fortunate to have a very active and sup-
portive but also very responsible community,” 
Requeima says.

“The best way to support us at the Good Will 
is to be safe and responsible. Do your part to end 
this thing, so we can all get back to doing what 
we do,” he says.

Another way Winnipeggers can ensure the 
survival of this much-loved establishment is 
through Khao, the eatery located at the Good 
Will. It is still open for takeout. 

Requeima is looking forward to things being 
back to normal.

“We’ll be back in some capacity as soon as we 
can, and we hope to see you then,” he says.

1. The Good Will Social Club
2. The Forks
3. Stay home! Don't gather!

BY CALLUM GOULET-KILGOUR

Favourite local public gathering place

CGOULETKILGOUR

Stylus Magazine has been a chart-topper in the 
Uniter 30 poll year after year. With another win, 
Winnipeg’s love for the online and print music 
publication doesn’t seem to be fading. 

As Canada’s second-oldest independent music 
magazine, Stylus has stayed true to its print roots. 

“We’re really proud of how it’s stayed relevant 
and continued to evolve over the years,” Gil 
Carroll, the editor of Stylus says. “The pickup 
ability of the magazine throughout the city is 
something that’s always been cool.” 

Since 1989, Stylus has given writers and il-
lustrators the opportunity to hone their skills 
in music journalism, meet like-minded indi-
viduals and become a part of the fabric of Win-
nipeg’s arts scene. 

Currently, the creative team behind Stylus 
consists of Carroll, assistant editor Jen Doerk-

sen, art director Kelly Campbell and, of course, 
all of the writers and visual contributors. Car-
roll also credits the help of CKUW-FM, the 
University of Winnipeg’s campus radio station, 
for covering the magazine’s publishing costs 
and garnering community support. 

“CKUW is the reason Stylus has survived all 
these years and stayed strong,” he says. 

Though their contributor meetings – what 
Carroll calls a “staple of writing for Stylus” – 
have been put to a halt, the magazine has still 
maintained a great base of creatives, a group 
they’re always looking to expand.

“We’re always really excited when new people 
come along and want to write something or take 
photos for the magazine,” Carroll says. “That’s 
the beauty of it. It’s a learning magazine, so it’s 
cool if you don’t have much experience.”

1. Stylus
2. Dijon Magazine
3. Winnipeg Free Press

BY CIERRA BETTENS

Favourite local publication  
(that isn’t The Uniter)

CIERRABETTS FICTIONALCIERRA

SUPPLIED PHOTO

In fall 2019, Winnipeg Police Cause Harm 
(WPCH) was established as a response to several 
deaths of Black and Indigenous people at the hands 
of the Winnipeg Police Service (WPS). 

Since then, WPCH has garnered the support of 
many Winnipeggers, both online and offline. 

Rebecca Hume and Daniel Friesen are two orga-
nizers within WPCH. They say winning favourite 
local social media presence is reflective of the grow-
ing awareness of police violence in Winnipeg, and 
further, the evolving public opinion of defunding 
and abolishing the police. 

“Broadly speaking, our work is to hold the 
police, and specifically Winnipeg Police Service, 
to account,” Hume says. She adds that while 
having a platform has allowed them to raise 
awareness of police violence, it is equally im-
portant to consider the community.

“We, as a group, are accountable to the commu-
nity,” Hume says. “As much as we’re pushing to de-

fund and abolish the WPS, we’re also actively look-
ing at and supporting life-sustaining services that 
would use the funds if we were to defund the WPS.” 

To be accountable to the community, Friesen 
says collaboration is necessary. 

“We also work with some other community 
groups like the Central Neighbourhoods associ-
ation and the Manitoba Harm Reduction Net-
work to try to curate resources that we can pass 
on to people,” Friesen says. 

WPCH’s recent projects include launch-
ing a 16-day campaign against sexual and gen-
der-based violence on their sister account When 
WPG Police Cause Harm. Beyond that, Hume 
and Friesen say WPCH hopes to continue to be 
a platform for the experiences of those who have 
been marginalized by police violence.

“While we’re very grateful for our platform, it’s 
in an effort to amplify the voices and experiences of 
others, not to glorify ourselves,” Friesen says.

1. Winnipeg Police Cause Harm
2. It Happens in Winnipeg
3. MB Poli Drag Race / Pallister is a Vampire (tie)

BY CIERRA BETTENS

Favourite local social media  
presence or account

CIERRABETTS FICTIONALCIERRA

PHOTO BY KEELEY BRAUNSTEIN-BLACK

PHOTO BY MIKE SUDOMA
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Assistant professor of English Alyson Brickey says 
she is “thrilled, flattered and gobsmacked” to have 
been voted favourite U of W prof this year. 

“It is so heartening and encouraging in the 
midst of this teaching semester being remote and 
much more distant and disconnected from stu-
dents,” she says. “It was just a wonderful surprise 
to hear that they think I’m doing an okay job.”

Brickey says that while teaching during the 
COVID-19 pandemic has been stressful, it has also 
been an opportunity for professors to be more de-
liberate about how they work with the materials in 
their classes and to think creatively and reflect on 
why they do and love the work that they do. 

“It does feel meaningless sometimes to be think-
ing about 16th century literature or whatever we’re 
doing, but it’s also not. It can be a moment of re-
prieve in the midst of all of this,” she says. 

“If I can help somebody gain a skill, that’s 
meaningful work, and if I can help someone 

move toward their own goals, that’s meaningful 
work. And I just love sitting around talking about 
art with people, and I get to do that, and I hope 
some students like that, too.”

She says while it’s great for students to have a 
good time in her class or make connections with 
classmates, her goal is always to ensure that stu-
dents are able to move forward from her classes 
having gained a skill or tool. 

“I think that U of W students are the best. I 
did my undergrad here, so I’m a bit biased, but I 
just thank them for voting for me, because I think 
they’re wonderful, incredible. 

“It’s the students who are getting us through 
this and just always being surprising and creative 
with what they bring to class, and their energy, 
their willingness to help one another, and will-
ingness to foster a collaborative thing in all of 
this,” she says. “It’s really to them that everything 
is owed, and I’m super, super honoured.”

1. Alyson Brickey
2. Jenny Heijun Wills / Tracy Whalen (tie) BY ALEX NEUFELDT

Favourite U of W prof
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This year, artists Hannah Reimer and Chase 
Martin have tied in the category of favourite 
local visual artist. They are both in the final 
year of their BFAs at the University of Mani-
toba School of Art and enjoy collaborating and 
doing critiques together at school, though these 
activities have been somewhat limited this year 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

When they started school, Reimer and Mar-
tin were both initially interested in painting, 
and since have been deepening their practices 
by exploring diverse mediums.

Reimer says, right now, she is mostly working 
with latex house paint. “I appreciate its accessi-
ble quality and durability,” she explains. “When 
I first started art school, I was like, ‘I’m going 
to be an oil painter. This is what I’m going to 
do,’ and I still love oil paint, but I really like the 
opacity and the texture of latex paint.”

Martin works primarily in paint, sculpture 
and pencil crayon. “I definitely enjoy figurative 
works,” he says, “I like exploring gender identity 
and sexual identity through an ambiguous lens.” 

Although the COVID-19 pandemic has dis-

rupted classes and showings, both Reimer and 
Martin have used this time to expand their prac-
tices in ways they hadn’t anticipated. 

“I’ve been getting into digital art, because it’s 
portable and small,” Reimer says. “It’s been real-
ly fun being a newbie in digital art: to take what 
I’ve learned about analog art and translate it dig-
itally, and then go backwards and take what I 
learned digitally and try it in real life.”

Martin recently created a mural for Synonym 
Art Consultation’s Wall-to-Wall Mural and Cul-
ture Festival on WanaBees Diner on Broadway.

Normally, muralists work over the course of a 
number of weeks to create a mural, but this year, 
because of the pandemic, the festival called for 
digital submissions.

“Usually, I work two jobs during the summer, 
so I wouldn’t have had time to paint it,” Martin 
explains. However, because of the digital-sub-
mission format, he was able to create the piece 
on his own schedule and submit it. 

“The works were essentially scanned and put 
onto those walls,” he explained. “It was a really 
great experience.”

1. Chase Martin / Hannah Reimer (tie)
2. Kieran Valde / Matea Radic (tie)

Favourite local visual artist
BY HALEY PAULS HALEYPAULS
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There is a strange custom here in Canada and 
other frigid countries, where one attaches sharp 
blades to shoes in order to slide across frozen 
water, not only indoors but outdoors, as well. 
Indeed, when the Assiniboine and Red Rivers 
become solid enough, people use them to travel 
from one side of the city to another. 

While this method is exhilarating for some and, 
depending on traffic, faster than driving through 
downtown at rush hour, the risk of falling is much 
higher than walking or driving, depending on your 
ability. St. Vital’s community centre even offers ac-
cessible devices and supports for people who require 
mobility aids for travel on land to enjoy the activity. 

I was first exposed to skating two years after I 
became Canadian, on a field trip with my school 
to an indoor rink in Kitchener, Ont. Despite 
having lived in the country for as long as I could 
remember, I had not been exposed to many Ca-

nadian customs, as my family was part of an in-
tentional community of Christians from all over 
the world, quite separate from the city around 
us. Suffice to say, I saw more creation of religious 
skits than hockey games, and got my lessons in 
Canadian culture from Red Green. 

During this forced exploration of skating, I 
fell often and could only stop by hurling my-
self into the boards. I later took figure-skating 
lessons with other newcomer children, and I 
gained some basic skating skills. However, I still 
cannot perform a triple axel.

While not my preferred method of travel, 
skating is beautiful to watch, an ingenious way to 
avoid traffic and a crucial part of my newcomer 
experience. The risk of embarrassment and fail-
ure was but one part of my process of construct-
ing a Canadian identity among those who have 
managed to walk on water.

1. Outdoor ice skating
2. Long walks on the River Trail
3. Staying inside

BY HANNAH FOULGER
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Favourite Winnipeg winter activity
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India’s Modi administration may not fit 
the exact mould of fascism, but at the very 
least, he is getting dangerously close to it.

Prime minister Narendra Modi is a Hin-
du nationalist who was once banned from 
the United States for his alleged involve-
ment in the 2002 riots in the state of Guja-
rat, where a thousand Muslims were killed, 
while he was chief Minister. He is now one 
of the most popular prime ministers of the 
modern Indian era. 

Modi is an ardent member of the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh, or RSS for short, 
a Hindu ethnocentric extremist paramili-
tary group. Its founding father, M.S. Gol-
walkar, once explicitly praised the Third 

Reich’s attempts to preserve the “purity” 
of the German people (encouraging India’s 
Hindu majority to follow suit). Modi’s pol-
icies embody these ideologies. 

Whether it is dissolving the constitu-
tional rights of the people of Kashmir, a 
historically disputed territory with a major-
ity Muslim population, or denying foreign-
ers of the Islamic faith citizenship in India, 
Modi has taken historical Hindu-Muslim 
tensions and propagated them not only 
with rhetoric, but also with brutal policy. 

Modi’s policies are not exclusively stok-
ing the already-inflamed tensions between 
Hindu and Muslim communities, for other 
ethnic minorities in India are feeling his 

wrath, as well. For example, the Dalits (the 
lowest members of the Hindu caste sys-
tem) are being denied the opportunities to 
even express their grievances. More recent-
ly, Sikh farmers are up in arms due to the 
various agricultural laws the Modi admin-
istration has introduced (such as abolishing 
a minimum price for crops) that will leave 
them in financial ruin. 

It is also common for his ferocious follow-
ers to attack Muslim majority communities 
or desecrate Muslim places of worship as a 
means to make political statements, leaving 
communities ravished and unrecognizable. 
In other words, Modi embodies fascistic 
hatred, but what makes him especially dan-
gerous is his political competence. 

Modi is obviously an important figure. 
Here in Manitoba, there is a large South 
Asian community (38,340 people, as of 
2016). As someone from the Hindu faction, 
I can say his popularity is immense. 

Anti-Muslim sentiment among Hindus 
has been a problem for a long time. Many 
older members of the South Asian commu-
nity in Manitoba remember violence in the 
times of partition, when both Hindus and 

Muslims were victims of imperial powers 
and political propaganda. 

Such propaganda seems to be re-estab-
lished with a poignant fervor, with Modi’s 
government cracking down on press free-
dom and notoriously censoring anti-Modi 
segments, while propagating anti-Muslim 
sentiments. So, every time an Indian-Man-
itoban wants word of the goings-on back 
home, they are berated with harsh racial 
rhetoric and sensationalism.

The obvious question to ask now is: what 
can be done about this?  Unfortunately, the 
answer is unclear. 

Though I can’t offer remediation for a 
dire situation, I can offer a word of cau-
tion: Hindu communities are insular, and 
the rhetoric being thrown our way is dan-
gerous. At some point, we’re going to have 
to discuss solutions to repair the damaged 
relationship we have with our fellow Mus-
lim compatriots, though how this may be 
achieved is not yet clear.

Vinay Sharma is a third-year philosophy 
student. His main interests are political phi-
losophy and the philosophy of language.

VINAY SHARMA COLUMNIST

FOREIGNER AFFAIRS
We need to talk about Modi

VINAYTHEPOOH

One of my favourite things about tabulating the votes for 
the Uniter 30 is reading some of the funny entries people 
write in their ballot. Working remotely off-campus meant 
that we got less votes this year than usual, but people still 
got a healthy amount of good jokes in.

Not all “funny” Uniter 30 entries are created equal. 
Many people love putting their friends’ names in cate-
gories in which they don’t belong. That is objectively not 
funny. But, putting your non-filmmaking friend’s name 
in the “favourite local filmmaker” category is a surefire 

way to get me to spend 10 minutes Googling whether this 
19-year-old hipster is actually a filmmaker, or if they just 
have a really unfunny friend.

Here are some of the better, actually funny entries:

Favourite date activity
“Consensual smoochin’”

“Stay at home and sanitize hands”

“Share a large fries in my car in the parking lot of the McDon-
alds at Sherbrooke and Portage”

Favourite local achiever over 60
“Brian Pallister jk jk jk jk jk jk jk jk jk jk jk”

Favourite local baker
“Y’all, we need more gluten-free options in town”

“Oh Doughnuts - honestly just craving rn tbh”

Favourite local chef
“Seriously, just let me vote for my Mémé and her soup”

Favourite local gallery or artist-run  
centre
“None, they’re all messy bitches”

Favourite political moment
“Absolutely none of them my god”

“None, they all sucked :(“

“None, the Brians have ruined our lives”

“Every Uzoma dunk”

“RestartMB turning into an enormous dumpster fire”

“Person woman man camera TV”

“Brian Bowman saying ‘Wear a friggin’ mask!’”

“The graves outside Pallister’s death haven”

Favourite Winnipeg winter activity
“Again, consensual smoochin’!”

“Building a big-ass snow fort”

“Wishing the Canadian Museum for Human Rights was actu-
ally a giant indoor waterpark”

Favourite U of W prof
“ZZ Top”

UNITER 30 OUTTAKES
Some of the funnier, weirder ballot entries

BY THOMAS PASHKO THOMASPASHKO
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India's prime minister, Narendra Modi, has spent his career exacerbating ethnic and religious tensions and violence in India. Columnist Vinay Sharma says Modi's propaganda is making its way to Manitoba.



IT’S OKAY TO NOT BE 
OKAY
Join @theuwsa and @uwpgwellness-
centre for a conversation on taking 
care of your mental health during exam 
period and the holidays.  

“It’s Okay to not be Okay” is on Insta-
gram Live on Mon., Dec. 7, 12:30 – 1:00  
p.m.   

The event is organized by the UWSA 
in partnership with the University’s 
Counselling Services.

INTERNATIONAL  
EXCHANGE  
OPPORTUNITIES
Looking for exciting, international ex-
perience?  Participate in a UWinnipeg 
exchange opportunity!

First Information Session: Dec. 8 at 
6:00pm 

Complete this form if you would like to 
attend:  Exchange Information Session

For more information, please go to: 
Exchange Opportunities

Application Deadline for Fall and Win-
ter 2021-22:  Feb. 15, 2021.

WEBINAR WEDNESDAYS

In weekly half-hour sessions, Student 
Services staff share valuable strate-
gies and tips to help you succeed at 
UWinnipeg.  

The last session for the series this year:

Preparing for Winter Term (Wed., Dec. 
9), 12:30-1:00 pm.  

Advanced registration is required. 
Sign up here: uwinnipeg.ca/webi-
nar-wednesdays.

EXAMS
The Examination Period is Dec. 10-23. 

Please check the online exam schedule 
now: uwinnipeg.ca/exam-schedules/
index.html.

WAITLISTS FOR WINTER 
TERM
Don’t lose out on a seat in a waitlist-
ed course!  Remember to check your 
University Webmail  -- every day  -- for 
permission to register. 

BURSARIES 
Winter 2021 Bursaries will open 

mid-December 2020. Application 
deadline will be Feb. 1.

Need help getting connected to the fi-
nancial supports you need and deserve 
to pay for your education? Visit the 
Awards website uwinnipeg.ca/awards 
to check out our various info pages, or 
Contact Us to find out the many ways 
you can connect with Awards and 
Financial Aid staff.

HOLIDAY BREAK/START 
OF WINTER TERM
The University is closed for the holidays 
from Dec. 24 to Jan. 4.  Most services 
resume on Tues., Jan. 5.  Lectures for 
Winter Term begin on Wed., Jan. 6.

ADD/DROP PERIOD
The Winter Term (U2020W) Add/Drop 
Period is Jan. 6-19. The last day to drop 
a U2020W course and not be charged 
the fees is Jan. 19. Students who drop 
a U2020W course Jan. 20-22 and 
onwards are still responsible for paying 
all of the course fees.

TUITION FEES FOR  
WINTER TERM
How do I pay my fees if Student Central 
is not open for in-person payments?

Tuition payments can be made using 
the bill payment feature on your finan-
cial institution’s website.

1. Log on to your bank’s website

2. Add The University of Winnipeg – 
Tuition as a bill payee

3. Use your seven-digit student 
number as the account number

(International payments can be made 
via flywire.com.) 

U2020W fees are due Jan. 22.

STUDENT AID
The Canada Student Aid program is 
offering more loans and non-repayable 
forms of aid (grants) this year. If you 
have ever thought about applying, this 
would be the year to do so. You can still 
receive student aid for the Septem-
ber 2020 to April 2021 study period 
even as long as you apply before or in 
February. Go to uwinnipeg.ca/awards/
government-student-aid/index.html.
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POP/ROCK

The Sean Show

TALKING RADICAL RADIO
Truth Before Reconciliation
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WINGS

BOOTS & SADDLE
COUNTRY

Cafecito 
Latinoamericano

Fly Travel Radio FANTASTIC
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World - Island music
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ON AIR: 
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Jazz

THE GREEN
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GROUNDSWELL
New Classical Classical 

Kaleidoscope

INNER CITY 
VOICES

THE GREEN 
BLUES SHOW

PLANETARY RADIO

 !EARSHOT DAILY

BINKY PINDER'S FUNHOUSE

RADIO ECOSHOCK

WHAT ON EARTH 
IS GOING ON?

SPACE CADET
MUSIC, OUT OF THIS WORLD

AMATEUR HOUR
So Bad, It’s Good

TWANG TRUST 
Country/ Roots/ Big, Dumb 

Rock ‘n’ Roll

S.A.N.E. * RADIO
Local Experimental Music

SYSTEM KIDz
Youth in Care

Lost ChunesTHE WORLD
World

THE TONIC
Garage, Punk, Surf,and R&R

DESTINATION 
MOON

Sock-Hop-A-Go-Go

BREAK NORTH RADIO

What's Up Winnipeg?

BLUESDAY
PLAYING THE BLUES
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M O N K E Y  S PA R RO W

Your Show Here
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Two Princes

Adult Kindergarten

Dub City Steppers

PHASE ONE
Electronic

SUNNY ROAD
Roots Music

GLOBAL RESEARCH 
NEWS HOUR

Chart Noises
CKUW's Top 30

CHECK CA
Funky

QUADRAFUNK
Electric Dance Party

Brain Drainer Radio

THE MAN IN THE 
GREY FLANNEL SUIT 

SHOW

WOODEN SPOONS

MUD PUDDLE 
RADIO

For Kids (Adults too)

THE 
ELECTRIC 

CHAIR

TEMPLE 
OF 

JAZZ

THE IVORY 
TOWER

Eclectic Mix

Eclectic Residents

THE TRIP
PSYCHADELIC ROCK

WE BUILD 
HITS

Hip-Hop

RED BOX
Hip-Hop

DANCE HALL 
FEVER

Dancehall and Reggae

ISLAND 
VIBES

Caribbean

THE GASHLYCRUMB TINIES

ALTER-
NATING

W E E K

THE C.A.R.P.
The Completely Asinine Radio Program

Jokes On You
Local Comedy

Bikini Drive-In
The Shortwave Report

Classical Delights

NEON BEIGE SOUND 
EXCHANGE

Indigenous 
In 

Music

SHADES OF 
CLASSICS
Classical and New Age

CKU-Speaks

METAL 
MONDAY

AMPLIFIED RADIO

NIGHT DANGER RADIO

Old Parlour Radio

THE WONDERFUL 
& FRIGHTENING 

WORLD OF 
PATRICK 

MICHALISHYN

MANITOBA
MOON

CRYSTAL 
PALACE

Rainbow Country
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ACCESSIBILITY MATTERS

PSYCLE
RADI0

MODERN JAZZ TODAY

LISTENING PLEASURES

The Motherland Influ-
ence

NO FIXED ADDRESS
LIVED EXPERIENCES OF HOMELESSNESS

HOW TO SURVIVE A 
TORNADO

YOU CAN'T HIDE FROM GOD
Gospel

Rank and File Radio: 
Prairie Edition

This Way Out

Winnipeg Arena 
is on Fire

Your Show Here

THE SENTINEL'S 
MARVELOUS 

KALEIDOSCOPE

Cheeze Pleeze

Let's Play DJ!

HURLEMENTS SUR LA TOUNDRA

CANQUEER

THE HOW DO 
YOU DO REVUE

Your Show Here

Some programs are on 
hiatus and/or airing different 
content due to university 
closure for COVID-19.

PEG CITY PLAYLIST
PAGES

EAT YOUR ARTS & VEGETABLES

TAWNY, 
THE BRAVE

Pop/Rock

Temporary Programming

! E A R S H O T  D A I LY

DEEP THREES

CELT IN A TWIST

BARKING DOG
Past 'n Present 
Folk 'n Roots
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DIVERSIONS

HOROSCOPES
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

When Mercury joins the sun and moves into fiery Sag-
ittarius on December 1, your conversations become 
more exciting and daring. Pushing the envelope is 
one of your favorite things to do. Get in the last word. 
Say your piece. Tell a racy joke. There are so many fun 
ways for you to express yourself now!
As the Sagittarius sun trines your home planet Mars 
while it’s traveling through your powerful sign on the 
tenth, it’s time to go for the gold. You’re extremely 
competitive now, and your motto is, “If you’re not first, 
you’re last.” Picture yourself standing tall at the center 
of the podium, accepting your shiny, dazzling first-
place medal!
Money-focused Venus enters thrill-seeking Sagittarius 
on December 15, encouraging you to take some big 
financial risks. If a spontaneous opportunity comes up 
that seems too good to miss, go for it. With this adven-
turous pair it’s go big or go home! 
Things calm down a bit when the sun enters ambitious 
Capricorn on the twenty-first, and for the next month 
you’ll be working hard as you focus on your long-term 
goals. What do you want that you don’t have? Make a 
list, check it twice for accuracy, and then get to work! 
Circle a date on your calendar and promise to buy 
yourself something if you meet your deadline. You do 
best with material incentives now.

When Mercury, the planet that guides our thoughts 
and conversations, moves out of introvert Scorpio and 
into extrovert Sagittarius on December 1, you can fi-
nally let the world know what’s on your mind! You’ve 
probably been keeping a secret that you’re dying to tell 
someone. If so, now is the time!
The ninth brings a square between your ruler sun, 
also in passionate Sagittarius, and dreamy Neptune 
that makes you stop what you’re doing, pause for just 
a moment, and think about whether you’re headed in 
the right direction. Thank goodness this aspect only 
happens once a year because it can dish out a pretty 
serious helping of self-doubt. 
The new moon arrives on December 14—yes, also in 
fellow fire sign Sagittarius!—so you can’t help but think 
ahead to all the good things to come. Jumping the gun 
is one of the worst things you could do now, though. It’s 
good to be optimistic, but try not to count on things that 
haven’t happened yet. 
The sun moves out of Sagittarius and into reasonable 
Capricorn on the twenty-first, reminding you of all the 
things that still aren’t crossed off your yearly to-so list. 
You don’t have a lot of time left to accomplish your 
goals, Leo, but you aren’t going to give up until you do!

Chatty Mercury enters your outspoken sign on De-
cember 1, so for most of the month you’re outgoing, 
friendly, and verbally adventurous. You love to talk to 
strangers in line at the store or start up random con-
versations with people on social media. The more 
open your mind is, the more you learn. And expanding 
your mind via communicating with others is one of 
your favorite things now.
There’s also a new moon and solar eclipse in your fi-
ery sign on the fourteenth, putting you in the path of all 
kinds of new ideas. This is a great time to join a brain 
trust or think tank, run for a position in community pol-
itics, or sign up to be an online reviewer to offer your 
opinion on a broad range of topics. As good as you are 
at starting things now, however, you’re not so great at 
finishing them!
Money-focused Venus also partners with your enthu-
siastic sign the next day, so the next three weeks will 
be a great time to rearrange some of your financial 
holdings. Take risks. Be bold. 
Lucky Jupiter, your ruler, enters progressive Aquarius 
on December 19, so a lot of your good fortune will be 
linked to your willingness to try new things, especially 
when it comes to technology. Expect some very good 
karma coming your way!

Communicative Mercury, your home planet, enters 
the Archer’s fiery realm on December 1, so the first 
three weeks of the month should be exciting regarding 
the way you interact with people. You have an optimis-
tic outlook based on the spontaneous conversations 
you have with strangers, making you look forward to a 
brighter future. Optimism looks good on you!
There’s a subtle Venus-Neptune trine soon afterward 
on the fifth that puts you in somewhat of a dream-
world, especially when it comes to your finances. Are 
you sure you can afford that flashy new car or expen-
sive piece of art? Your vision is clouded now, which 
isn’t good news for your bank account.
The healer Chiron goes direct on December 15, at 
which point you should be ready to do some serious 
soul searching. What’s been bothering you the most 
lately, Gemini? Don’t be afraid to dig deep and get to 
the heart of the matter. Better days are ahead when 
you agree to confront (and conquer) the darker mo-
ments from your past.
The sun moves from adventurous Sagittarius into re-
sponsible Capricorn on the twenty-first, signaling that 
it’s time to roll up your sleeves and get some real work 
done. You aren’t afraid to get in there and dirty your 
hands now because you realize that the harder you 
work, the more you will be rewarded.

A magical trine between romantic Venus, your home 
planet, and illusion-filled Neptune on December 5 can 
be a wonderful, dreamy time. You’re caught between 
fantasy and reality, and your mind is filled with visions 
of what life would be like if you were with the perfect 
lover or won the lottery. Dream big, Libra!
Venus moves into daring Sagittarius on the fifteenth, so 
for the next couple weeks you’re ready to take some 
pretty big risks in your romance and finance sectors. 
Acting on the spur of the moment might be exciting 
now, but the consequences of your spontaneous ac-
tions might not be known for some time. Enjoy your 
adventures while they last!
The sun enters responsible Capricorn on Decem-
ber 21, welcoming in a month of hard work and firm 
commitments. This is also the winter solstice, aka the 
darkest day of the year, so try to work fast to get things 
done. Your focus now is on your career and communi-
ty, but your loved ones need attention, too.
The full moon in emotional Cancer arrives on the 
twenty-ninth, urging you to go wherever the feminine 
tide takes you. you’re surrounded by positive female 
energy now, so really listen to advice from the women 
in your life. An elderly mom, grandmother, neighbor, or 
co-worker has incredible wisdom.

You love talking to people even more than usual when 
Mercury moves into outgoing Sagittarius on Decem-
ber 1. You love controversial topics, and taboo discus-
sions delight you. Is there anything you won’t discuss? 
Its very hard to offend you for the next few weeks as 
you attempt to expand your mind!
When expansive Jupiter leaves strict Capricorn for 
your more rebellious sign on the nineteenth, you 
should begin to see new opportunities for valuable 
personal growth. You aren’t afraid to express who 
you truly are or embrace others who are “weird” or 
“odd.” Actually, the stranger people are now, the more 
attracted you are to them.
There’s a Jupiter-Saturn conjunction on December 
21 that occurs at the same time the sun moves into 
Capricorn and we experience the winter solstice. This 
conjunction, with both planets in your unique sign, 
can temper any resistance you might be feeling. Let 
progress and transformation wash over you like a 
much-needed shower that can cleanse you of your 
prejudices and other fears or types of hate.
And when the Cancer full moon arrives on the twen-
ty-ninth, embrace its nurturing power. Take special 
care of the women in your life who have helped make 
you the person you are today. The female energy sur-
rounding you feels warm and reassuring.

Your dreams take the spotlight during the trine be-
tween your ruler Venus and hazy Neptune on De-
cember 5, and while it can be nice to get lost in a 
dreamworld, you might want to think about what 
you’re missing out on in real life. When your judgment 
is cloudy, you make bad decisions that often can’t be 
reversed.
The new moon and solar eclipse in sunny Sagittarius 
on the fourteenth can wash away mistakes and give 
you a clean slate, but acting too quickly can result in 
even bigger errors going forward. Take the time to do 
this right, Taurus. What’s the rush? 
Your ruler Venus partners with Sagittarius the next day, 
giving your love life a fun little boost of passion and ad-
venture. If you’re able to keep an open mind, you could 
experience a life-changing event in the coming weeks. 
Where your mind goes, the body follows.
Expansive Jupiter enters eccentric Aquarius on De-
cember 19, giving you the chance to expand your 
social circle, perhaps in an unusual way. You have 
your set ways of doing things, but you can’t help but 
be intrigued by something you’ve never seen or even 
heard of before. Advancements in technology now are 
absolutely amazing.

Your tone is much more upbeat when communicative 
Mercury, your ruler, shifts from introverted, contem-
plative Scorpio to reactive, outgoing Sagittarius on 
December 1. If you’ve been dying to ask someone 
a question, do it now! Conversations you have now 
are tinged with excitement. Having butterflies in your 
stomach is a sign that something amazing is going to 
happen!
Healer Chiron goes direct on the fifteenth, offering you 
the chance of inner growth. If you’ve been letting the 
past keep you from moving forward, this is your time 
to confront those painful issues that have been holding 
you back. Be brave, Virgo.
Expansive Jupiter partners with friendly, eccentric 
Aquarius on December 19, and both your ability 
to connect personally and network professionally 
should improve. How willing are you to step out of 
your comfort zone to make new contacts? Technology 
presents you with a world of information. Now, what 
will you do with it? 
The sun leaves fiery Sagittarius for more responsible 
Capricorn on the twenty-first, so your goals will be 
your major focus for the next month. Even though the 
holidays are coming up soon, you’re more focused 
on work than partying or spending time with family. 
Hopefully, the long-term payoff will be worth whatever 
you have to sacrifice in the short term.

The combination of Mercury and outspoken Sag-
ittarius starting on December 1 can help you both 
personally and professionally. You aren’t afraid to say 
how you truly feel, and you have some very interesting 
opinions about a broad range of topics. You love to 
learn as part of the communication process, so you’re 
more open to other people’s perspectives now as well.
Chiron goes direct in powerful Aries on the fifteenth, 
so prepare yourself to do some heavy soul searching. 
There is big potential for personal growth now if you’re 
willing to face your demons, Capricorn. The prospect 
of confronting painful memories isn’t fun, but don’t let 
that stop you from taking the first step now. Do it today, 
with Chiron as your biggest cheerleader.
The sun partners with your businesslike sign on De-
cember 21, so it’s time to get serious. With the holidays 
right around the corner, this is your chance to get a lot 
of things crossed off your to-do list so you can relax 
and enjoy yourself in the coming weeks. Don’t be too 
proud to ask for help if you need it.
There’s a conjunction between Jupiter and your home 
planet Saturn in individualistic Aquarius on the twen-
ty-first as well, which is one of the most important 
aspects of the year. The potential for transformation is 
huge now. Look for major changes across the board.

You come out of your shell quite a bit when talkative 
Mercury joins up with friendly and outgoing Sagittari-
us on December 1. Conversations with strangers lead 
you down some very interesting paths. This transit 
might take you out of your comfort zone, but right now 
it’s all about expanding your horizons!
The new moon and solar eclipse, also in the sign of 
the Archer, arrive on the fourteenth, and while there 
is a general feeling of well-being surrounding this lu-
nation, don’t be distracted by it and move too quickly. 
Care should be taken when making any final decisions 
about all types of long-term issues.
Romantic Venus enters fire sign Sagittarius the next 
day, putting some passion and, yes, uncertainty into 
your love life. You could experience an adventure of 
a lifetime in the coming weeks, as well as learn some 
of the most painful lessons ever. Sometimes you can’t 
have one without the other.
There’s a full moon in your emotional sign on Decem-
ber 29 that reminds you to take care of yourself, Can-
cer. You’ve been through a lot this month (and year), 
and you really deserve some pampering. Do some-
thing to bring out your femininity (like a mani-pedi) and 
have special conversations with the women in your 
life. Celebrate the amazing female lunar energy that’s 
surrounding you now.

All bets are off when the sun trines your co-ruler Mars 
while in fiery Aries on December 10. Your power 
reaches new heights now as your confidence grows. 
Is there anyone who can resist your subtle magne-
tism? Probably not. Use this to get what you want 
before the magical energy from this positive aspect 
wears off.
Healing Chiron goes direct while in self-assured Ar-
ies on the fifteenth, at which point you will be able to 
reclaim some of the power you feel you’ve lost in the 
past. How long have you lived with this deep hurt, 
Scorpio? The deeper it is, the longer it will take to re-
cover. 
The sun enters serious Capricorn on December 21, 
putting your career at the top of your priority list. Do 
you want a raise? A promotion? Are you still looking for 
that perfect company or position? Set a detailed goal 
now with an obtainable deadline. Expect to make seri-
ous progress on this goal within the month.
There’s an emotional full moon in Cancer on the twen-
ty-ninth that puts you in the mood to nurture the people 
around you. If you’re a parent, hold your children close. 
If you want to become a parent, this is a good time to 
conceive or look into adoption alternatives. And as 
always, take good care of yourself so you can better 
take care of others

When Mercury leaves secretive Scorpio and enters 
outgoing Sagittarius on December 1, you can let loose 
a little. You aren’t as concerned about what other peo-
ple think of what you have to say now, which is pretty 
freeing. Use this opportunity to learn more about other 
people than you would normally.
A trine between Venus and your home planet Neptune 
on the fifth lets you enjoy your sexy daydreams, but it 
can be disappointing when things don’t work out in 
real life the way you pictured them in your head. That’s 
the downside of living in a fantasy world, Pisces. It’s fun 
while it lasts, but it never lasts.
Money-focused Venus joins Mercury by pairing up 
with daring Sagittarius on December 15, encourag-
ing you to take more financial risks than you normally 
might. If a good business opportunity crosses your 
path, consider investing. Anything involving higher ed-
ucation, philosophy, or adventure should be a winner!
The moon is full in fellow water sign Cancer on the 
twenty-ninth, ending the month and year on an emo-
tional note. You’ll feel closest to the females in your life 
now and will want to nurture them the way they nur-
tured you. Find a way to honor a woman who has been 
extremely important in your life.
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SPARKLE SPICE COOKIES
If the Spice Girls were cookies, Sparkle Spice 
woud be the sixth member. These are also  
pretty nice to eat around the holidays, if  
that's your thing.

• 2 cups oat or all-purpose flour (all-purpose  
gluten-free works, too)

• 2 tsp baking soda
• 1.5 tsp cinnamon
• 1 tsp ground ginger
• 1/2 tsp ground cloves or allspice

• 1/2 tsp kosher salt
• 1 egg or 1 flax egg (see notes)
• 1/2 cup margarine or butter (make sure vegan if 

needed)
• 1/3 cup granulated sugar
• 1/2 cup brown sugar, packed
• 1/3 cup molasses
• granulated sugar for rolling

1. Place racks in lower and upper thirds of oven and 
preheat to 375°F. Whisk flour, baking soda, cinnamon, 
ginger, cardamom and salt in a small bowl. Whisk 
egg of choice, butter or margarine, granulated sugar, 

molasses and brown sugar in a medium bowl. Mix in 
dry ingredients just to combine.

2. Place rolling granulated sugar in a shallow bowl. 
Scoop out dough with a spoon and roll into balls. 
Dough may be sticky (if too sticky, chill for 20 minutes 
in fridge). Roll in granulated sugar and place on two 
parchment-lined baking sheets, spacing 1 to 2 inches 
apart.

3. Bake cookies, rotating baking sheets halfway 
through, until cookies are puffed and cracked, about 8 
to 10 minutes. Transfer to a wire rack and let cool.

@ST__TALLICAILLUSTRATION AND RECIPE ADAPTATION BY TALIA STEELE


